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[The Figure* at the foot of the page denote the numbers of the Ques¬ 
tions which gave rise to the Evidence upon the several points; and in 
the edition printed by order of the Honourable House of Commons 
the? numbers from 3400 to 3999 having been repeated by mistake, 
those numbers in the present edition are distinguished hy having the 
letter a annexed to the second series, and are referred to accordingly.] 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to 
inquire into the present state of the Adairs of 
the East-India Company, and into the Trade 
between Great-Britain, the East-Indies, anti 
China, and to report their Observations there¬ 
upon to the blouse; having from time to time 
reported the Minutes of Evidence, and hav¬ 
ing now closed that part of the inquiry which 
respects the China Trade, deem it expedient 
to place before the House a Summary of all 
the Evidence which has been taken upon that 
subject. 

Your Committee directed their attention, in the 
first instance, to the papers relating to the finances 
of India, laid before the House in February last 
by the King’s command; but having found it ne¬ 
cessary to call for further statements, your Com¬ 
mittee determined to proceed to an examination of 
the state of the trade with China, postponing, 
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REPORT on 1.AST-IND1.A AFFAIRS From-the 
until that should be completed, their inquiry into 
the Company’s finances. 

The present report, therefore, will embrace only 
the China Trade-* but as in the course of it 
there will frequently be occasion to use the term 
“ Board’s Rates of Exchange,” it may be desirable 
so far to refer to the first day’s Minutes of Evi¬ 
dence, which relate exclusively to financial mat¬ 
ters, as to explain that phrase to mean, that in 
the plan for the separation of the territorial and 
commercial accounts of the Company, framed in 
obedience to the Act of the 53d Geo. III. c. 155, 
$. 64, the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India (contrary to the opinion of the Court of 
Directors)* determined to use the old rates of ex¬ 
change, according to which,t 

the Sicca Rupee is equivalent to 2s. 3d. '84. 
the Madras Rupee to 2s. 3d. '408. 
and the Bombay Rupee to 2s. 3d. 

and which as they now materially exceed either the 
bullion par or the market exchange, have the effect 
of giving to the Indian territory a great advan¬ 
tage from the Company’s trade, independently of 
any direct benefit which may accrue to it from the 
appropriation of the surplus profits of that trade, 
as prescribed in the 57th section of the Act of the 
53d Geo. III. c. 155, It is however stated that, 
if that advantage had not been derived by the 
territory 1; 3’is form, there would have been a 

corresponding increase of the surplus so to ; ’be 
appropriated. ) 

* See No. 4307. t Seo No 72, 78, 82, SO, 148. No. 4900. 
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The evidence on the China Trade may be 
classed under the following general heads, viz. 

The disposition of the Chinese in respect to 
Foreign Trade, and the mode in which 
their transactions with foreigners are con¬ 
ducted at Canton: 


The state of the British trade with China, 
particularly of that in tea : 


The mode in which the Company’s sales of 
tea in England are conducted, and the 
effects of the laws which regulate the trade 
in that article upon the Company and upon 
the public respectively: 


The trade of the Americans and of other 
foreigners with China : and 


The effects expected from the abolition of the 
Company’s exclusive privilege. 

Multifarious as are the topics referred to in the 
evidence, they may all be comprised under one or 
other of these divisions; while by adopting this 
simple arrangement, your Committee hope to 
bring; before the House, without troubling it with 
unnecessary details, a clear and comprehensive 
sunnnary of the information they have obtained, 
abstaining from the expression of any opinion. 
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DISPOSITION OF THE CHINESE IN RESPECT TO 
FOREIGN TRADE, AND THE MODE IN WHICH 
THEIR TRANSACTIONS WITH FOREIGNERS ARE 
CONDUCTED AT CANTON. 

Ihe people of China are represented to be in¬ 
telligent, industrious, and persevering; and al¬ 
though said to be in some measure independent of 
foreign trade, owing to their success in agricul¬ 
ture and to their extensive inland commerce, yet 
highly sensible of its value, and anxiously dis¬ 
posed to cultivate it. This disposition, indeed, is 
strikingly manifested in the Chinese settlers on 
the Eastern islands, whose object in emigrating is 
the accumulation of wealth with a view to return¬ 
ing into their own country, to which they have a 
strong attachment; and a further proof of this 
spirit is to be found in the number of Chinese 
junks which frequent the various ports of the 
Archipelago.* 

One witness has certainly said that the Chinese 
are “ anti-commercial;” but this term has been 
explained to apply, not so much to the disposi¬ 
tion of the people as to that of the government, 
whose policy, as it is stated, is adverse to foreign 
trade and to all foreigners, even though they are 
aware of the advantages derived from that inter¬ 
course. Towards the English, it is by some ap¬ 
prehended, that there exist peculiar jealousy and 
distrust, arising f-om a knowledge of their tepri- 

* Sec No. 297, 3492b, 3670a, 3852a. No. 295, 371. No. 800, 922, 1 U?9, 
1870, 2208. No. 2640,2671,3424, .1792, 3852a. No. 4487. No. 3479. 
35.3tt, 3492a, 4274 et: scq. No. 473JJ. No. 877, 3491, 3&73«. 




SELECT COMMITTEE or HOUSE OF COMMON'S, 
torial acquisitions anti military achievements in 
India, especially those in Nepaul and Ava.* 

The government of China derives from the fo¬ 
reign trade a revenue, estimated at the most at 
£•6*50,000 per annum, besides the advantage re¬ 
sulting from the patronage of Canton, said to be 
the most valuable in the empire, and to be sold by 
the government to the highest bidder. Hence it 
follows that the local authorities are greatly inte¬ 
rested in maintaining the trade, which, from the 
same cause, is subjected to heavy taxes and ex¬ 
tortions. The inhabitants also of Canton and its 
neighbourhood, as well as the numerous classes 
employed in the culture and manufacture of tea, 
have a deep interest in the trade, every interrup¬ 
tion of which consequently causes great individual 
distress. + 

The foreign trade, which is now restricted to 
Canton (excepting in the case of the Spaniards, 
who have still access to Amoy, a privilege stated 
to be nearly nominal, and very rarely used), was 
formerly carried on in other ports, from which 
foreigners were gradually excluded by acts of the 
Chinese government. In spite of these restric¬ 
tions, howevdr, it is stated that, a contraband 
trade, chiefly in opium, has of late been openly 
carried on (without any disturbance from the Chi¬ 
nese authorities) with the ports to the north-east of 

* See No. 369, No. 1358, 1413. No. 297, 371, 1315. No. 2641, 2689. 
No. 3627, 3495<r, 3862a. No. 177, 369, 426, 529. No. 2451, 2689. 

t See No. 173, 1329, 3539. No, 173, 3787. No. 1285,2542, 2647 
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'anton, which are represented to be safe and 
excellent harbours.* 

Foreigners are interdicted., by Chinese regula¬ 
tions, from going within the walls of Canton. The 
place of their abode is a small suburb, and their 
residence there is authorized only for the period 
of the shipping season ; but that limitation is not 
enforced, the Company’s servants going when they 
please to Canton, and some private merchants re¬ 
siding there throughout the year.f 

Tea, although cultivated in maritime districts, 
is brought chiefly to Canton through the interior, 
the government prohibiting it from btJing trans¬ 
ported by sea in native vessels, in which, however, 
in spite of that prohibition, tea is conveyed in con¬ 
siderable quantities to the Eastern Archipelago, 
and even to Canton.! 

Foreign ships are hot permitted to trade at 
Canton until security is given to the government 
for the payment of its dues; which security also 
involves responsibility for the good conduct, and 
submission to the laws, of the ship’s company. The 
only persons whom the government accepts as 
such security are the Hong merchants, formerly 
ten in number, but reduced by bankruptcies to 
seven. These, with the exception of the senior, 
excused upon the ground of his numerous avoca¬ 
tions, become security for the Company’s ships in 

* See No. 17V,’ 339, 1310, No. 170, 702,4490. No. 170, 1308, J319, 
ct. not}. No. 444I(i, et seq. 

t See No. 275 to 277. 

i See No. 332, 383, 3052, 3307e, 3374. No. 1881 *t seq. 2709, 
3519, 3658, 3797, 3fi8Z«, 4402 ct scq. 
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turn, the whole; of the Company’s trade being up. 
portioned among the seven Hong merchants in 
shares.* 

It has been stated that the Hong merchants 
have, occasionally manifested an unwillingness to 
become security for Indian and American ships, 
and required, as a condition of the undertaking, 
to be traded with exclusively ; but, on the other 
Hand, evidence has been given that no sudi diffi¬ 
culty has been experienced, and that the security 
merchant is selected by the trader with a view to 
his own interests, it being the practice to trade al¬ 
ways in part, and generally in chief, with the mer¬ 
chant so selected:! 

The Hong merchants form the body through 
which the government of China permits the fo¬ 
reign trade to be carried on, allowing, however, 
other persons (designated in the evidence as ‘ Out¬ 
side Merchants” and “Shopmen") to trade with 
foreigners ; but not in certain articles, such as tea, 
raw silk, cloths, and woollens, all of which are by 
the Chinese edicts reserved exclusively to the 
Hong merchants, they being responsible for the 
duties of the outside merchants',! 

The Hong merchants are by law mutually re¬ 
sponsible for each other, to a limited amount; but 
that regulation does not appear to be always en¬ 
forced. || 

* See No. 424, 478, 659, 680, 925. No. 423, 1004. No. 171, 424, 671, 
686. No. 613, 120). 

f Sec No. 424, 679, 681, 684, 691, 3041. No. 685. No. 1151, 1570, 
1935, 3263. No. 1157, 1570. 

* See No. 171, 172, 480. No. 468, 833, 1280, 1300, 2670. No. 324, 
1269 eteeq. 1278, 1303. No. 659, 1472. 

|| See No. 701, 937, 3727. 
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No one is responsible for the debts of the out¬ 
side merchants, and traders are warned of this in 
official notifications.* 

The Hong merchants are stated to be fair and 
libera] in their conduct. A similar opinion, though 
with less confidence, and some qualification, has 
been expressed respecting the outside merchants,!' 

The East-India Company deal exclusively with 
the Hong merchants, and are represented to be the 
only traders who abstain entirely from all illicit 
dealing. A preference has been expressed by 
most of the witnesses to trade with members of 
the Hong; but the officers of the Company's 
ships, and private traders, including the Ameri¬ 
cans, have frequent dealings with the outside mer¬ 
chants, even in tea and other prohibited articles.f 

"From a communication made to the Court of 
Directors by the Select Committee at Canton, 
dated the 29th December 1829, it appears that 
four of the Hong merchants were in a state of ine¬ 
vitable bankruptcy; and that the Hong, gene¬ 
rally, were in such a deplorable condition as to 
render necessary either “ a radical change of sys¬ 
tem,” or an increase in the number of Hong mer¬ 
chants. With a view to this object, a negotiation 
was commenced by the Select Committee with the 
local authorities; and advices have recently been 
received, dated the 23d of February and 2d of 
March last, announcing that this negotiation had 

* See No. 1470 and 1471. 

f See No. 1120, 1586, 1970. No. 1120, 1469, 1581, 1974, 3261. 

f See No- 181, 427, 623, 1204. No. 323, 461, 558, 782, 924, 1101, 
1467, 1580, 2056, 2294, 3258. No. 1081, 1932, 1977, 2283, 2912, 323 i. 
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part of the Viceroy of Canton further to increase 
the number. 

The object of the Chinese government in their 
several regulations affecting foreign trade, is stated 
to be that that trade should be always within their 
own control. This would have been more com¬ 
pletely secured than at present, had that govern¬ 
ment accomplished a plan, proposed in 1814, un¬ 
der the sanction of an imperial edict, for giving to 
two or three of the senior Hoag merchants, as the 
agents of the government, an absolute power to 
fix prices. The attempt was resisted by the Com¬ 
pany’s Supercargoes, who, after haling recourse to 
the measure (adopted usually by the Chinese when 
they have an object to attain) of stopping the trade, 
succeeded in defeating an arrangement which 
must have proved injurious to all foreigners in 
China.* 

Most of the witnesses who have been at Canton 
concur in stating, that business may be transacted 
there with greater facility and expedition than in 
almost any other part of the world, much of which 
is said to be owing to the transactions connected 
with each ship being all managed by the same 
person, the security merchant. It has been fur¬ 
ther stated that the Hong merchants have occa¬ 
sionally aided the operations of commerce, by 
advancing money on loan to foreigners.t 

* See No. 662. No. 189 et scq. No. 484. No. 459, 486, 2625 etseq. 

f See No 952, 1573, 1963, 2592, 3263. No. 3417, 3765, 3852,3854a. 
No. 1966. No. 1122, 1605 et scq. 
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Smuggling in various articles is carried on in 
China to an immense extent, and to the injury of 
the Hong merchants, who are, never concerned in 
it. It takes place chiefly in the contraband abide 
of opium, which is i mported into China in country 
and American ships, and much of which is pur¬ 
chased at the Company’s sales in India.* 

The Chinese government prohibits the use of 
opium upon a moral principle; but. this prohibi¬ 
tion, although frequently reiterated in imperial 
proclamations, is not only disregarded by the 
people, but also by the government officers, who 
appear systematically to connive at the smuggling 
of opium, and to derive a large profit from the 
bribes of the smugglers. The Company’s servants 
in India and China are cognizant of the fact that 
the opium sold at their sales is conveyed to China, 
but they are expressly prohibited from having any 
dealings whatever in that articled 



STATE OF THE BRITISH TRADE WITH CHINA, 
AND PARTICULARLY OF THAT IN TEA. 

The trade of the United Kingdom, and of Bri¬ 
tish subjects with China, which in the aggregate 
largely exceeds that carried on by all other foreign¬ 
ers, is bylaw (53d Geo. III. c. 155, sec. 2 and 8) 
vested in the East-India Company until April 
1834 5 and no tea can, at any place, be put on 
board of a British vessel, or of any other vessel, by 

* See No. 174, 480, 483, 1996. No. 291, 428, 1900, 3356. No. 3743. 
t See No. 741. No- 550, 715. No. 174, 713, 719, 2001 to 2005, 2526, 
2534, 2577. No. 3795. No. 291, 706, 709, 2020. 
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British subjects, but by the East-Indhi Company, 
or persons duly authorized by them. These pri¬ 
vileges do not. empower even the Company, either 
by themselves or by license to other persons, to 
trade between China and places riot situated either 
within the limits of the Company’s charter, or in¬ 
termediately between China and Great Britain. 
The Company’s charter comprehends, however, 
for the purposes of trade, the Cape of Good Hope 
(St Geo. HI. cap, 34, sec. 3) ; and. the Company 
have also permission to trade to the British colonies 
in America, under the 5th Geo. IV. cap. 88.* 

The exclusion of British shipping from the 
trade between China and foreign Europe, and other 
parts, has been very greatly complained of; and 
cases have been adduced in which, owing to the 
state of law in this respect, foreign ships have been 
engaged, upon advantageous terms, by parties 
who were willing to employ British vessels.t 

The East-India Company reserve to themselves 
all the trade between the United Kingdom and 
China, excepting only a small portion allowed by 
way of privilege to the commanders and officers 
of their ships. Licenses are granted, by the 
Company’s authority, to all Indian ships, usually 
denominated “ Country ships,” to trade between 
India and China, and to export from China a 
limited quantity of tea (stated not to exceed 400 
chests in a ship), with permission to dispose of it 

* See No. 705. Vide. Acts of 53 Geo. III. cap. 165, and 34 Geo. Ill', 
cap. 34, ami Reports of Foreign Trade Committees, ordered to be printed 
7th of May 1821 and 10th of July 1821. 

+ See No. 1501, 1783, 2043, 2153. No. 3531, 3535. 
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any intermediate port between China and the 
port in India to which the ship may be destined. 
These licenses do not include the Cape of Good 
Hope, the Company themselves supplying 'that 
settlement with tea, and at prices deemed high by 
some witnesses, notwithstanding an arrangement 
made some years since by the Company, for 
putting up their teas for sale at the Cape at an 
advance, not exceeding six per cent, on the cost 
and charges of importation.* 

The- licensed British trade in country ships, 
from India to China, has greatly increased, and 
is conducted by agents unconnected with the 
Company.+ 

The Company’s trade at Canton is managed by 
an establishment of Supercargoes and Writers, 
twenty in all, with two inspectors, whose duty it 
is to examine into and report upon the qualities 
of all teas offered for sale to the Company. Three 
or four of the senior Supercargoes are annually 
formed into a select committee, who, under the 
orders of the Court of Directors, conduct the 
whole of the Company’s affairs in China. The 
Select Committee possess certain powers over 
British subjects and country ships when in Chir.a.t 

The influence of the Company’s servants at 
Canton is stated to be considerable, and to have 
increased of late years. They are admitted to 

* Sec No. 405, 627. No. 2071, Nq.2078 to 2081, 2831. No.4)17 

No- 2066, 4028 mid 4029, 4030, 4067. 
f Sec No- 220 et seij., 284, 460. 

i See No. 272. No. 272a. No. 280 to 203 , 3884a. 33 Geo. UI 
c. 52. *. 133. 53 Geo. III. e. 155.». 104, 
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Tsonal conferences with the Chinese authorities, 
who occasionally pay visits of compliment to the 
Factory and the Company’s ships. They are the 
only foreigners who are permitted (and much 
value is attached to the privilege) to address the 
local government In the Chinese language. All 
other foreigners are obliged to use European 
languages, whereby the government is enabled 
to put what construction it pleases upon the 
contents of the addresses.* 

The Company’s superior influence is ascribed 
to the magnitude and regularity of their dealings, 
and to their being able to temporise, without 
either incurring national dishonour, or bringing 
ruin upon themselves. + 

Sonic of the witnesses have said, that neither 
the private British traders, nor foreigners, have 
derived any benefit from the Company’s influence, 
the exercise of which has, on the contrary, excited 
complaints from persons interested in the country 
and American trade ; whilst in contradiction to 
these notions it is maintained by others, that the 
country trade exists under the protection of the 
Company’s trade, that the Company’s influence 
has afforded a necessary and efficient counterpoise 
to that of the Hong, and that it has been suc¬ 
cessfully exerted in upholding the character and 
station of foreigners. It is stated, moreover, that 
by the influence of the Company searches of 
country ships have been prevented, and difficulties 

* See No. 176, 188, 192; 386, 2450, 3825. No. 229, 230, 386. No. 193. 
228, 381, 488. Nojt604. No. 193, 461, 554. 

} Sae No. 188, 3/7, 3360, 3714. No. 2638, 2650. 
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... the prosecution of their transactions rernovecff 
that exactions and combinations have been checked 
and resisted; and that foreign trade, in general, 
has been greatly benefited by means of that, 
influence, the objects for which the Company have 
had to contend being for the most part of common 
interest to all nations.* 

Difference of opinion exists among the witnesses, 
as to whether the same degree of influence as is 
now possessed by the Company in China, could 
be maintained by a British Consul unconnected 
with trade. Some assert, that the Chinese are 
not prepared to recognize foreign dignities (in 
proof of which their refusal to acknowledge the 
authority of a British Admiral, in 1808, has been 
adduced), and that they respect the Company 
soleiy on account of their large commerce; and 
on the other hand it has been asserted as strongly, 
that equal if not superior respect would be paid 
to a political functionary delegated by the crown.t 

The Company do not grant licenses authorizing 
British subjects out of their service to reside in 
China; but a small number, acting for the most 
part as consuls for the foreign nations, are resident 
there, and carry on extensive transactions of trade 
and of agency.! 

The main object of the Company’s trade with 

. See No. 1003-1011, 1691), 2143. No. 2158, 2784, 3469. No- 218, 
826, 1264 et seq. No- 1290 et seq. 1466, 3041. No. 3755 et seq., 
38G1«. No. 295, 458, 467, 626. No. 3041 , 3046, 3080. No. 416, 1301. 
2613, 3041. No. 226, 3042. No. 178, 189, 191, 416. No. 784, 2614, 
3047, 3736. 

+ See No- 203, 396, 787, 794, 1743. No. 203, 794. No.38W>«, 

) See No. 2130, 2500. No. 278. 626. 
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iina is the provision of tea for the consumption 
of the United Kingdom, under the regulations of 
the Act of the 24th Geo. III., e. 38., usually called 
“ The Commutation Act,’* which require that the 
Company “ shall from time to time send orders 
“ for the purchase of such quantities of tea, and 
“ provide sufficient ships to import the same, as, 
“ being added to the stock in their warehouses 
“ and to the quantities ordered and not arrived, 
“ shall amount to a sufficient supply for the keep- 
“ ing a stock at least equal to one year’s con- 
“ sumption, according to the sales of the last 
“ preceding year, always beforehand.* | 

Tea purchased by the Company in conformity 
with this enactment, used formerly to be paid for 
principally by bullion exported from England ; 
and it would appear that the Americans still effect 
their purchases in China more readily with dollars 
than through the medium of merchandized - 

The Company now provide their funds at Canton 
by sales there of the produce and manufactu res of 
Great Britain, exported by them from hence *, 
and by sales of the produce of India taken from 
thence to China, either by the Company and their 
officers, or by private traders, who readily ex¬ 
change a portion of the sale proceeds for the 
Company’s bills on India. A very small propor¬ 
tion of funds is raised by bills upon England, 
which, when drawn, are at the current exchanged 

* See No. 4297, 

t With Appendix to Lords’ Report upon Foreign Trade, printed by 
Commons in 1821, pages 304, 306& 307.~~No. U8§j 1199, 1252, 1693. 
No. 1853, 2764, 2815, 3815«. No- 5094. 

t See No. 349, 4297- No. 4166, 4297. No. 2428, 4005. 
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The Company’s purchases in England for ex 
ports to China, consisting principally of cloths 
and woollens, are made by tender and contract, 
the conditions of which, framed with a view to 
obtain the goods in a perfect state, and considered 
by some witnesses to be necessary for that purpose, 
are said by others to be so strict as to deter some 
manufacturers from making an offer, and to compel 
those who do (the number of which, however, is 
given in evidence to he large) to demand high 
prices, as a compensation for the risk of rejection 
of their goods/ 

The goods rejected are often purchased at 
reduced prices, and exported in some instances, 
as it appears, to China by the Americans. Al¬ 
though the Company occasionally take goods not 
equal to contract, at an abatement of price, yet 
it is alleged that a public body cannot so con¬ 
veniently depart from written contracts as a 
private merchant, and that consequently the effect 
of the Company’s contracts is to obtain a perfect 
investment at too dear a price. Evidence on the 
other hand is given to prove, that in consequence 
of the arrangements of the Company, they are 
supplied with goods upon better terms than 
private merchants would be, supposing the quality 
of the goods to be the same. It, has also been 
stated, in favour of the Company’s cloths and 
woollens, that goods exported to China by the 
Americans (some of which are stated to have been 
of inferior kind) have been packed in the same 
form, and stamped with a mark closely resembling 

* Sec No. 2044, 4769 to 4771. No. 3148, 4780 and 4781. No. 3387, 
4848. No. 2945, 2956, 3111. No.3U4. No. 3007, 3115. 
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x5 !L . :S jjatliat of the Company, which is a passport, it is 
said, for goods from Canton into the interior, and 
this without the intermediate examination to which 
goods not bearing that mark are subject.* 

' t •“'* k* .lil •• '•"* • " '■ •' — >■ i ■ , . : , ' . , v _ 

The exports by the Company of the manufac¬ 
tures of Great Britain, notwithstanding their desire 
to increase the consumption of them in China, have 
fallen off in value during the present charter : arid 
in some articles, though notin the aggregate, there 
has been a decrease in quantity, owing to a reduc¬ 
tion of sale prices at Canton, caused, it is. said, 
by considerable importations by tile Americans. 
The decrease in the Company’s exports hash een 
chiefly in woollens.! 

Some witnesses allege that these importations 
by the Americans have been unprofitable j whilst 
others state that they have yielded a fair profit, 
and they infer from the continuance of this branch 
of the American trade, that such must have been 
the result of the transactions j though again, it has 
on the other hand been said, that if the Americans 
had found it really profitable to take British manu¬ 
factures to China, they would have still further 
augmented such exports instead of taking specie.! 

* See No! 2254 to 22(io) is'fl'f 5. No.'2930, M29, 3386, 4754. No.4S30, 
4853, 4855. No. 3119, 4852. No. 2959, 3180, 3384 «t seq . No. 4773, 
4793, 4834, 4867. No, 2247, 2253, 2262 to 2265, 2268, 2885, 3372 et 
seq, 4759, 4764. No. 206, 391, 2897, 207, 392. 

(• See No. 182, 815, 2991, 4817, 5123. Vide Papers ordered to be 
printed 4th .Tune 1329, and return of the Foreign Trade ordered by the 
'.Lords to be printed, Hth May 1830. No. 505, 1245, 1458, 5128. 

\ See No. 180, 212, 307, 510, 1442, 2681. No.'1857 et. seq. 2853, 
3255. No. 3390, 3630, 3806a. No. 510, 1442. 
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'^y said that some articles of British rnamifkc- 
turc, particularly camlets, are smuggled into China, 
to evade high duties, levied as a protection to the 
native manufacturers ; that the demand in China 
for British manufactures is limited by the restric¬ 
tion of the trade to one port; and that although 
woollen clothing is extensively used in the cold 
season, yet the chief demand for it is in the 
northern parts of China, the access to which, for 
bulky goods, owing to the distance and to heavy 
transit duties, is difficult and expensive. Were it 
not for these impediments, it is imagined that the 
consumption of British manufactures in China 
might be greatly increased.* 

I he late reductions in the home price of British 
manufactures will, it is expected, have enabled 
the Company to realize a profit upon tlieir exports 
during the last two years; but upon the whole, 
their exports of those manufactures have oc¬ 
casioned loss. Notwithstanding the loss stated to 
hhve been so incurred, the Company have con¬ 
tinued this trade, influenced, as is declared, by a 
desire to promote the interests of the manufac¬ 
turers, and of the growers of British wool, arid 
by a conviction that their conduct in this respect 
was in accordance with*a policy prescribed in 
charters and legislative enactments.f 

It used to be the practice of the Company t,o 
barter British manufactures for teas j and from 

* Sec No. <;C4, 1442, 17U0 to I7‘)b, 2009, 2820. No. 644. Hu. 2B1!>. 
No. 3'8, 1701, 4470. No. 18:!, 358, 388, 1451, 2805. No. 470, 1357, 
4778 ain't 4779. No. 358, 3546. 

t See No. 302, 1242, 1437, 5124. No. 180, 2 99, 387, 504, 1440,432(1, 
and 4327. No. 182, 507, 4327, 5128. 
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parts of the evidence it would seem that this 
to a certain extent, is still practically the case, not 
only with the Company, but also with private 
traders. Other Witnessed however, acquainted 
with the Company’s mode of transacting business 
at Canton, have stated that the system of barter 
has been altogether abandoned by theta ; that the 
prices of teas and of woollens have no reference to 
each other ; and that the goods imported by the 
Company from England, are disposed of at money 
prices, regulated by the market prices, and annually 
adjusted with the Hong merchants, But these mer¬ 
chants are said to he unwilling purchasers, and to 
be induced to take the goods only in consideration 
of the advantage resulting to them from the Com¬ 
pany’s large purchases of tea; and moreover, It 
is given in evidence, that the Hong merchants 
induce the persons who bring the tea to market to 
take the goods in part, payment.* 

'The produce of India exported to China consists 
principally of raw cotton and opium. The trade 
in the former article is Conducted vastly by the 
Company, who are said formerly to have taken the 
cotton in kind, to the injury of the cultivators, 
and now to buy the cotton dear, and to lose by it ; 
but m reply it is observed, that the trade in cotton 
would be profitable were it not for tire freight, anil 
this freight being a portion of that payable on the 
ships which import the teas, would, be incurred, 
even if no cotton were sent to China ; pautly the 
trade in cotton is conducted by the commanders 

» See No. 342, 1243, 1816, 2137, 3842a. So. 204(4, 22B5, 2810. 
No. ‘im, 3702. No- 342, 4731 No. '521, 642. No. 205, 362, 408, 
508. No. 574, filfi, 3799a. No. 205, 342. 
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the Company’s ships, who are compelled to 
buy it. from the Company and to pay the cost into 
the treasury at Canton, at the intrinsic value, com¬ 
puting the price of silver at the old standard of 
5a 1 . °2cL an ounce ; and partly by private mer¬ 
chants, whose trade in cotton formerly yielded 
considerable profit, but which has latterly much 
fallen off; owing to the cotton of India, having 
experienced an increased competition with that 
grown in China.* 

The trade in opium, which is altogether contra¬ 
band, has been largely extended of late years, and 
is conducted by private merchants, British and 
American, The opium is readily (Imposed of in 
China ; and the returns of merchandize from China 
to India not being proportioned to the value of 
the opium, many of the ships go back in Ballast, 
taking their sale proceeds either in bills on India, 
or in specie, the exportation of which requires a 
license from the Chinese authorities. This per¬ 
mission is granted occasionally for dollars, but 
never for native silver, usually called sycee. Both 
are, however, constantly exported by private 
traders to India, in spite of the prohibition ; and 
the whole export, of silver by different parties has 
in some years considerably overbalanced the im¬ 
portation of dollars.! 

By these several methods of placing funds in 
China, in addition to drafts upon England, the 

♦ Sec No. 3486o, 3520a, 4320 and 4321. No. 5114 to 5117. No-4322 
and 4323, 5118. No. 3520, 4134'; No-2600, 3081. No. 253, 2794. 

t See No. 224 ami 225. No. 339, 428, 1790 et seq- No. 1899, 1900, 
3357 and 3358. No. 3923«, No. 705, 3496a. No. 764, 2709. No. 2551, 
3497«. No. 762, 708. 
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tale (a nominal or imaginary money in China, 
estimated by Americans as bearing the proportion 
of 133 dollars to 100 tales) has Cost the Company 
very nearly 6s* 8t/. upon an average of all the years 
since 1814-15; but in this cost* as is to be 
observed, are moreover included the freight and 
actual charges upon the outward consignments, 
and a portion besides of the charges of the esta¬ 
blishment in China; and the loss, by the Board’s 
rates of exchange (referred to and explained in 
the early part of this report) is included, so far as 
the Indian part of the transaction is concerned. 
But on the other hand, this profit and loss com¬ 
putation of 65 . 8 d. the tale does riot include interest 
upon the Company’s capital, and insurance from 
sea risk. Interest and insurance are omitted , upon 
the principle, as is stated, that neither the one 
nor the other are actual outgoings. It has been 
mentioned in evidence, that the rate of Sd. per 
tale is that which has for a long period been used 
in the profit and loss accounts of the Company’s 
China trade, and has also been recognized by the 
several Parliamentary Committees which at dif¬ 
ferent times have had to investigate the Company’s 
affairs.* 

The Company’s exports from China are now 
confined to tea, the trade in which has con¬ 
siderably increased since 1814. The Company 
have discontinued the exports of nankeens and 
silk, which latter article in its raw state appears 
to have been sent in some quantities to Sincapore, 

*. See No. 1587, 4262, 4.808, 4888. No. 8113, 3946, 5572. No. 4909 
snd 1910, 5088. No. 4391. No. 4398. No. 4375, 4913. No. 4888. 
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and from thence brought to England in private 
trade.* 

Tea Is grown and used throughout China. 
Those species which are suited for the European 
and American markets are stated to be produced 
in five provinces j but doubts, as it appears in 
evidence, are entertained, whether the quantity 
of fine teas required for those markets could he 
materially augmented, an opinion being also given 
that an increased demand would for a time cause 
a rise of price. Supposing the quantity could 
be augmented, previous arrangements would be 
necessary to obtain it; the tea plant requiring at 
least two or three years to come to maturity. A 
sudden supply of an increased demand, especially 
for green tea, would, it is said, be of a deteriorated 
quality. In cases, however, where the Chinese 
have found that the demand was increasing,, they 
have made their provision accordingly, though 
some difficulty has occasionally been experienced 
by traders in obtaining all they wanted.! 

A large proportion of the Company’s black teas 
is bought by previous contract with the Hong 
merchants, who form corresponding engagements 
with the cultivators, to whom the Hong merchants 
make pecuniary advances. The practice of making 
advances to the Hong was formerly used by the 
Company j but it is now abandoned, from finding 
that it often entailed an obligation to receive the 

* See No. 746, 546. No. 747. No. 749, 790. 

+ See No. 1397., 1400, 2091, 2701. No. '3*93 to 3«96o, 3fe&;‘2&4. 
No. 1391, 3692«, 3595«. No. 208,356, 778, 1098, 2490,3703a. No. 3391, 
3469a. No. 380, 411, 1432, 1434, 2732, 2797. No. 208, 446, 2799. 
No. 1118. No. 414 and 419, 1593. 
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whatever its quality might prove; and also" 
from a desire to lessen the amount of the Com¬ 
pany’s risks in China. The method of previous 
contract is considered by some witnesses to be well 
calculated to effect a regular supply, and of good 
quality; but on the other hand an opinion has 
been expressed, that the tea might be bought 
more advantageously by watching the state of the 
market.* 

The prices of all the Company’s teas are settled, 
after an examination of their respective qualities, 
by a descending scale, fixed many years since ; but 
subject to change in the event of alterations in the 
market price, the Canton market for teas being 
said to be a fluctuating one. It is however' alleged 
that the market price is regulated by the Com¬ 
pany ; and instances are adduced of their not only 
having successfully resisted combinations of the 
tea merchants to raise their prices, but also 
of their having, in the year 1825 , effected a 
material reduction in the market prices of con¬ 
tract teas.! 

The Company appear to have the pre-emption 
of most of the black teas, of which they are by 
far the largest purchasers; but they have not the 
pre-emption of the green, of which the Ameri- 

This advantage 


cans are the largest purchasers. 


* Sec No. 186, 408, 57!). No. 498. No. 186, 204. No. 204. No-2138, 
2594. No. 3269. 

t Sco No. 186, 1211. No. 579, 592, 121.1 to 1213. No. 181, 1230. 
No, 927. No, 178, 423, 1230, 1236, 3479a. No. 200. No. 200, 603, 
1212. 
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in the market is stated to depend upon the extent 
of the respective 





Many of the witnesses concur in saying, that 
owing to the extent of the Company's purchases, 
to their system of contract, and to their great 
regularity, they buy the teas, particularly the 
black, at comparative advantages. Instances Have 
been mentioned of teas intended for the Company 
having been sold by the Hong merchants to other 
parties at an advance of price. One witness indeed 
is of opinion that the Company pay higher prices 
than private traders j and it is said, that by 
waiting until the Company’s season is over, teas 
are purchased more cheaply than by the Com¬ 
pany during the season ; but it is in this mode 
that the Company themselves buy their winter 
teas.t 

Difference of opinion exists at Canton regard¬ 
ing the effect of the Company’s transactions upon 
prices in China; some maintaining that it is to 
keep down prices; and others that it is of an 
opposite character.t 

* See No. 186, 199, 409, S30, 1412, 2490, 3044, 3577. No. 187, 
315, 1043, 3446: No. '4294, 3448. 

t Sec No. 199, 380, 930, 1412/1599, 1817, 2135, 2142, 2680, 2740, 
3051. No. 1000 et seij. No, 3271, 5179 to 0181. No. 2741). No. 1213 
to 1223. ' 

i Sec Wo. 3402.''No. 382, 416. 
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TE MODE IN WHICH THE COMPANY’S SALES 
OF TEA IN ENGLAND ARE CONDUCTED, AND 
THE EFFECTS OF THE LAWS WHICH REGU¬ 
LATE THE TRADE IN THAT ARTICLE UPON 
THE COMPANY, AND UPON THE PUBLIC RE¬ 
SPECTIVELY. 

The Act of the 24th Geo. III. cap. 38, provides 
that there shall be at least four sales in every year, 
at which there shall be put up such quantities 
of tea as shall be judged equal to the demand } 
that the tea so put up shall be sold without reserve 
to the highest bidder, provided an advance of one 
penny per pound shall be bid upon the prices 
at which the same shall be put up; and that it 
shall not be lawful for the Company “ to put up 
“ their tea for sale at any prices which shall upou 
“ the whole of the teas so put up at any one 
“ sale exceed the prime cost thereof, with the 
“ freight and charges of importation, together 
“ with lawful interest from the time of the 
“arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the 
“ common premium of insurance, as a corapensa- 
“ tion for the sea-risk incurred thereon.” 

The quantity of tea sold by the Company has 
greatly increased since 1814*. The average of 
three years 1814-15 to 1816-17, was ‘25,028,243 
lbs.; and the average of the three years 1826-27 to 
1828-29, was 28,017,238 lbs. It has been stated 
that the principle to which the Company look in 
determining what quantity to offer for sale, is the 
amount of deliveries and the quantities sold at the 
previous sale. The average sale proceeds of the 
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6 REPORT on EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS mom 
larger quantity in the last three years, amounted 
to no more than £ 3 , 376 , 773 , while that of the 
smaller quantity in the three first years of the 
present charter was £4,003,838.* 

I he supply is said to havfe more than kept pace 
with the demand. Considerable quantities offered 
have occasionally been withdrawn, in consequence 
of no advance having been bid on the upset price. 
•Some complaint was indeed made some years 
since, on the part of the Scotch dealers, that the 
Company did not put up enough ; but it is stated, 
that when the Company augmented their supply, 
the same dealers complained of the increase, owing 
to their interest being affected by a reduction in 
the value of their stock in hand, the amount of 
which, however, is said to be generally very 
small.!' 

From the Act which has been quoted, it will be 
observed that there are five component parts in 
the computation of the upset price of tea, m.. 
Prime Cost, 

Freight, 

Charges, 

Interest, and 
Insurance. 

To these it will be desirable, for the purpose of 
hilly investigating an important part of the subject, 
to advert separately. 

" Papers as to Trade with India and China, ordered to be printed 4i& 
June 1829. No. 4941. No. 4368, 4941, 4947 ctseq, No. 4943? 6065. 

Papers as to Trade with India and China, ordered to be printed 4 th June 
io29» 

t S&6 No. 4U ? 436G ctfccq. 3420, 3428, 3555, No, 3420, 5453, 5455, 
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" PRIME COST. 

The Company, according to the evidence given, 
consider all their consignments and remittances 
to China as made solely with a view to the provi¬ 
sion of funds for the purchase of tea. They 
therefore compute the Prime Cost of the tea at 
the sums expended in making those consignments 
and remittances, adding the Charges on the 
outward consignments, including Insurance ; and 
also adding Interest from the first date of ex¬ 
penditure in respect to such consignments, until 
that of the arrival of the tea in England. In this 
computation (which your Committee have deemed 
it necessary clearly to explain) the Company do 
not observe the Board’s Rates of exchange, but 
the rates they have thought fit to adopt are found¬ 
ed on the old Mint standard of 5s. C M, an ounce, 
which, although much less than the Board’s valua¬ 
tion, considerably exceeds the market price of 
silver; but it has been stated to your Committee, 
that upon an average of all the years since .1.814- 
15, there is only a fractional difference between 
the value of the rupee at the market price and at 
the old standard.* 

In the computation of the upset price, the 
Board’s rates have not been used, because the 
Company, disapproving of these rates, would not 
afford to them any avoidable sanction, and be¬ 
cause also the observance of them would have had 
the effect, which it is said the Company always 


* Sec No. 3904a, 4149, 41<)4, 4297. No- 4236 «t seq- 4298, 4883. 
No. 343, 4175. No. 3994, 4244 to 4246. No. 43Q2, 4306 mul 4307. 
No. 4887. No. 4305, 4306, 4887. 
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^/deprecate, of enhancing the upset price; but in 
the computation of profit and loss, the Board’s 
rates are necessarily observed, as the loss to the 
commerce which they occasion must be so brought 
to account. Interest and,insurance (as before 
shewn) form a part of the prime cost of the tea, 
inasmuch as the Company employ their capital 
and risk their property in importing it; but they 
do not enter into their statement of profit and 
loss, because the Company, trading upon their 
own capital, consider that there is no actual out¬ 
going of interest; and because, as being their own 
underwriters, there is no charge for sea-risk beyond 
actual losses, which alone are therefore charged to 
profit and loss.* 


It has been suggested that the more proper cri¬ 
terion for ascertaining the prime cost of tea, or 
indeed of any other article, would be the sterling 
value in exchange upon England at the market 
price at which bills may have been negotiated in 
the foreign country in the year of purchase ; and, 
with regard to the market rate of exchange at Can¬ 
ton, an opinion is expressed that if the trade were 
thrown open, the exchange would considerably 
fall, a like result having taken place in Bengal 
when the Company’s exclusive privilege of trade 
to India was put an end to. The cost to the Com¬ 
pany of the tale, in their computation of the upset, 
price of the teas, has amounted, upon an average 
of oil the years since 1814-15, to 65 . Jd. *502. If 
the bib of exchange rate had been the principle of 


* See No. 4907. No. 4308, 43f>7, 4308, No 4883, 4401. No. 4400. 
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computation, it would have averaged for the same 
period (is. 8 d. 94>9 per tale. Restricting the com¬ 
parison to the year 1828-29, the upset price, valua¬ 
tion was (is. 4id. ‘G24, as is shewn in an account 
made up at the East-India House ; and it has been 
stated that in that year bills upon England were 
drawn from Canton on private merchants at rates 
even lower than 4>s, the dollar, which is equivalent 
to 5s. did. per tale; and that, if the monopoly did 
not exist, the rate would not upon an average ex¬ 
ceed 4m 3d. the dollar, some thinking that it would 
be even lower.* 

In reply, it has been remarked, that the method 
adopted by the Company is in conformity with the 
laws prescribed to them by Parliament; that a 
computation of prime cost, founded on the rate of 
exchange prevalent at Canton upon London, would 
not be a proper criterion, as the Company caiuuit 
raise all their funds by bills upon themselves in 
England, without defeating the arrangement un¬ 
der which the proceeds of their imports are in part 
appropriated to payments for the territorial go¬ 
vernment of India, amounting, upon an average, 
to three millions sterling a year.t 

l"he sum so paid in England is reimbm'sed to the 
cbmmercial branch in India, the effect” of that aiv 
rangefnent being to make the China trade, to the 
extent of twrb-thifds of the fluids employed in buy¬ 
ing teas, a trade of feinittauce for the Indian ter- 

-Lt ^v i I 1 ‘ •' '*• V.’-as 

•S*a Nb. 3972 ( rctseil- Ko. 3973a, 4306 No. 4232. No. 5250, 5321. 
No. 3413. No. 3979a. 

+ Seo No. 1341, 4347. No. 4166, 4311, 4312, 4344. No. 4312. 
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ritory. The commercial branch makes this remit- 
tance at the Board’s rates, the gain by which to 
India, compared with the market rates, amount¬ 
ed, in 1828-29, from the tea trade alone, to 
£169,174-* 

It has been further stated, in reference to the 
comparison between the value of the tale in the 
upset price computation in 1828-29, and its value 
in that year at the market exchange, that the 
Company’s proceedings should be measured by the 
results, not of any one year, but of a series of 
years? that since 1814-15, the exchange at Canton 
upon London has fluctuated from 6s. to 4s. the 
dollar; and that the tale has, by' the Company’s 
combined operations, been more cheaply valued, 
taking the average of the present charter, than it 
would have been if computed at the rate at which 
bullion could have been sent to China, or at that 
at which bills appear to have been drawn in the 
same period; that, obliged as the Company are by 
law (24>Geo. Ill; c.88) to provide a regular supply 
of tea, they could not risk a dependence on such 
a money market as Canton for all their fluids 
(other persons, however, contending that the 
supply would be certain); that if they did so, 
they would be subjected to the combinations 
of persons having the disposal of the available 
funds in China; and that a great rise in the 
rate of exchange must have followed any at¬ 
tempt to negotiate bills on England to an ex- 


*Sce No- 4301. Profit and Loss Account of the Tea Trade in 1828-29, 
laid before the Committee, May 1830. 
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<^r.<gfent proportioned to the Company’s demand for 
funds.* 

A statement has been submitted, tending to shew 
that the prime cost of the teas sold in the United 
States of America is less than the Company’s;? 

FREIGHT. 

The freight included in the upset price of the 
Company’s tea is an average computation per 
pound of that which they have actually incurred 
in respect to the tea put up, all political freight and 
demurrage being carried to the debit of the terri¬ 
torial account. It has been said by several of the 
witnesses, and instances have been mentioned in 
support of their statement, that the Company’s 
rates of freight are high, compared with those 
which private merchants pay ; but this, on the 
other hand, has been attributed to the operation of 
the law (58 Geo. III. c. 83, s. 2, in which former 
similar enactments were consolidated) under 
which the Company build ships for the China 
trade, on contract for six voyages, applicable to 
warfare as well as trade; and it has been stated 
that most of such ships now in the service were 
contracted for in seasons of high prices; that the 
rates of freight; are gradually decreasing; but that 
the Company’s vessels, employed as they are in 
the conveyance of troops on distant voyages, must 
be equipped, even during peace, more expensively 
than would be required for a mere commercial 

” See No.4978. No. 759, 2436, 4969 anil 4970- No. 4310. No. 4328, 
No. 4310. No. 4040„, 4333, 5146. No. 3976«. No. 4333. No. 4179 
4327, 5043, 505], 5144, 5231. 

} See No. 4291. 
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The charge for freight of tea imported in 
the Company’s ships has amounted to about 4xd. 
for black, and 5-%d. for green tea ; ancl it has been 
stated that it could, now be imported in private 
trade for $d. per lb,, or even lower. An account* 
however, has been laid before your Committee, 
for the purpose of shewing that through the gra¬ 
dual reduction of the Company’s freight, their 
charge will not eventually exceed 2d. \57 dec. for 
black tea, and 3d. *21 dec. for green tea. # 

The Company derive, as is given in evidence, 
an advantage in the employment of large ships, 
from the mode of levying the port charges at 
Canton, which are in some respects less in propor¬ 
tion for a large than for a small vessel; and it has 
been said that the large ships stow more rapidly 
and safely than the small, and carry more'in pro¬ 
portion to their tonnage. The latter part of tMl 
statement has been controverted.! 

The ships which the Company engageto convey 
teas to Canada are of a smaller description than 
those employed in the regular service. The Ame¬ 
ricans are said to have found by experience that • 
the cheapest and best ships for employment in the 
Indian and China trade are those of about 400 
tons.} 

* Seo No. 4248, No, 3!)94«. No. 1415,2097, 2175, 2241. No.3941, 
3803a et seq. 3 BQfa et seq. 4003 et seq. No. 4372, 4709 et seq. 
No. 3955, 4372, 4384, 4388. No. 3961, 4380, 4690. No. i£{}5. 
No. mu. No. 38, 5029/ ’ 1 1 ^ 

f See No. 373, 1710, 1834, 1945. No. 2223 and 2224, 2238, 3900a 
No. 1383, 1387, 2230, 2357. No. 3922. No. 1832. 3868 to 3871. 
3901ft. 

f .See No. 37 7, 434 and 435. No, 3310. 
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It has been declared in evidence that if the 
Company were unfettered bylaw, anti were not 
compelled to make their ships applicable to politi¬ 
cal services, their freights would be as low as those 
of private <merchants. * 


CHARGES. 

The charges are only those on the homeward 
investment; those on the outward consignments 
being, as already observed, included in the com¬ 
putation of the tale in the prime cost. 

These charges comprehend the expenses of 
landing, housing, warehouse rent, and preparing 
for sale; also the commission of the Supercargoes, 
which fjl at the rate of two per cent, on the net 
sale amount of the teas, deducting charges, and is 
not paid until two years after shipment ih China. 
The commission on the outward consignments, 
comprised under the head of prime cost, is at the 
rate of nearly two per cent, upon the sales in 
China and England. The rate of commission on 
the transactions of private traders and Americans 
in China appears to fluctuate from five to two and 
a half per cent., a single commission being charged 
on the outward and homeward investments.t 

INTEREST. 

it will be seen that to the prime cost, according 
to the Company’s mode of computing it, is added 
interest from the lime of the provision qj the funds 

* See No. 4373. 

t Sec No. 4232. No. 344, 350. No. 351. No. 344. No. 366*951, 
.'189, 1033, 1105, 1717 et eeij. 1957. No. 1720, 1721. No. 2544, 2587, 
3709, 3789. 
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in China, up to that of the arrival of the tea in 
England, when the Company would be in the 
situation to sell it, were it not for - that provision 
in the Act of the 24th Geo. IIL, e. 38, which 
requires them to keep a stock at least equal to one 
’year’s consumption always beforehand; coupled 
with that provision, is an authority to the Com¬ 
pany to include in the upset price of the tea 
“ lawful interest from the time of the arrival of 
such tea in Great Britain.” The Company’s prac¬ 
tice under this enactment is, to charge an interest 
at the rate of five per cent per annum for eigh¬ 
teen months, so that (combining the ordinary 
usage of the Company as respects interest being 
included in the invoice charges with the Parlia¬ 
mentary enactment) the upset price of the tea 
includes interest from the time of the first expen¬ 
diture in making remittances to China, until 
eighteen months after the arrival of the tea in 
England, that period of eighteen months being 
stated to be the shortest average period that the 
tea can remain on hand ; the Company’s ships ail 
arriving at a particular time of the year, and the 
Act, as construed by the Company, requiring tliat 
the minimum stock on hand should not at any 
period fall below a quantity equal to twelve months' 
consumption.* 

The keeping the article for so Jong a time pro¬ 
duces deterioration in the green teas, and that is 
also considered in America and in Holland to be 


* See No, 4298 and 430#. Account, No- 2., p. 562. No. 4232. No. 4251. 
No. 4299. No. 4392, 4886. No. 4230, 4392, 4937 to 4939, 5099. 
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the case with black teas.; but the evidence of the 
tea-brokers is, that if black teas are kept in -ware¬ 
houses, and not in cellars, as is said to have been 
sometimes the case, they improve by keeping, and 
becoming stronger, are better liked by the public.* 

\ INSURANCE. 

The' Company are their own Under-writers, or, 
to speak more correctly, they do not insure at all • 
and being empowered by law to charge in the 
upset price of tea “ the common premium of in-, 
surance, as a compensation for sea risk,” they 
annually fix a rate stated to be in reference to the 
market rate. The rate now used by the Company 
is three per cent.; and it appears in the evidence, 
that that is not more than the rate usually paid 
for the property of the owner and officers embarked 
in a Company’s ship; though the rate for a private 
ship going direct is lower.t 

It was observed above, that the Company’s 
ships are liable to circuitous voyages and devia¬ 
tions for political services, and this is considered 
to involve greater risk. The losses actually sus¬ 
tained by the Company at sea, since 1814-15, are 
stated by them not to have exceeded three-fourths 
per cent.t 

The tea that is put up to sale must by 24 Geo.lJI. 
c. S8, be sold to the best bidder, provided there 

* See ftp. 105!, 101)5. No. 1051, U72, 3585a. No. 5432 ct scij. 
6521 et seq. No. 5526. 

+ See No. 5132. No. 4206, 1331. No. 2100, 2242, 2414, 3314, 3316, 
3096, 3601a, 5129. No. 3312, 3982. 

1 See No. 5130. 
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an advance of one penny per pound; and the 
Company offer to sell it, if the advance be no 
more than one farthing per pound. In cases 
where no advance is offered, the tea is put. up at 
the next sale without any price being affixed to it, 
and sold for what it will fetch.* 

It has generally happened that the sale price 
has considerably exceeded the price at which the 
Company offered to sell the tea, the difference 
being, of course, all profit to the Company, who 
have also a further profit from their insurance 
account, and from the employment of' the capital 
used in the tea trade, at an interest of five per 
cent, per annum. Insurance and interest at that 
rate being, as already observed, comprised in the 
upset price. The profit, thus obtained, has of 
late very greatly declined; and it is stated not to 
have exceeded in the last year six per cent, on the 
capital employed, exclusive however of interest, 
and of the gain (as already explained) from the 
insurance account. !’ 

Nofwithtanding the diminution in the Com¬ 
pany’s profit, it has been stated, that the fall in’ 
the price of their tea, although very considerable, 
has not equalled the fall in the prices of other 
articles of trade. On the other hand it has been 
observed, that the rise in the price of tea, during 
the period of high prices, was not so great as in 
that of some other commodities, and that the 
trade in tea lias by the Company’s system been 

• See No. S05S. No. SOU and 5105. 
t See No. 4366. No. 5066. No. 5071, 5072. No. 5007. 
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kept more steady than other commercial under¬ 
takings.* 


Several statements have been submitted in evi¬ 
dence, with a view of showing that the Company s 
exclusive right to supply tea entails a very heavy 
tax upon the public, amounting, in the view of one 
witness, to £1,500,000; of another, to £1,727*934; 
and of a third, to £2,588,499, of which latter sum, 
however, one-half is acknowledged to be duty paid 
to the state. But those statements have been 
objected to and controverted, upon the grounds 
that they have reference to a trade conducted 
differently from that, which the Legislature has 
prescribed to the Company; that the calculations 
are in some respects arithmetically wrong; that 
they are all fallacious, inasmuch as they assume 
the rate of exchange in one year, and the prices 
paid to the Company in another; and that in 
some of them the prices of tea in China are stated 
lower than the tea could be purchased for, with¬ 
out risking deterioration of quality.! 


It has at the same time been admi tted, that the 
Company’s profit from the trade is very consider¬ 
able. From a statement which has been laid before 
your Committee, of the profit and loss of the 
China trade for the last fifteen years, it would 
appear that the Company’s profit upon imports 
from China in that period, including interest and 
insurance, has aggregated £15,414,414 ; which if 


* See No. 4291 to 4297. No. 5107. 

t See No. 3127a, 3420a, 3454* 3908a, 3989a, 4080, 1294. No. 3401, 
3164. No- 4359. No. 4360. No. 4359. 
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mercantile instead of . the Board's rates of 
exchange had been observed, would have beers 
increased to £16,971,316. This is inclusive of 
the profit and the loss upon exports from England, 
and from India to China, the results of these 
transactions, according to the Company’s mode of 
computation, as before explained, being accounted 
for in the prime cost at which the imports from 
China are valued.* 

It is said that these profits have afforded to tire 
Company the means not only to pay the dividend 
upon the East-India stock, and the interest of the 
bond debt (the latter of which however, it is con¬ 
tended, should not be charged on the commerce 
of the Company), but also of materially aiding 
the finances of the Indian territory, which are 
said to be in such a situation as to render that 
assistance necessary.! 

Contrary to this view of the case, one witness 
has submitted statements for the purpose of prov¬ 
ing, that the profits of the tea trade to the Com¬ 
pany are not sufficient to meet the charges of the 
dividend on East-lndia stock, and of the interest 
on the bond debt 5 and that the deficiency, which 
he supposes to exist, is supplied by territorial 
revenue, notwithstanding that it appears by the 
accounts laid before Parliament, that that revenue 
has upon the whole, since 1814 - 13 , fallen far short 
of the territorial charges.! 

* See No. 4900, 1903, 5086. Vifa Profit and Loss of the China Trade, *' 
ordered to be printed 17th June 1830. No. 5875. 
t See No. 4359. No. 4376. -No- 4899 to 4903/ 
f See No. 3435#, 3764a et seq. 5370; No. 3770o, 5263 ct Krq. 5278, 
5303,5307. Papers relating to the Finances of India, February 1830,' p; 15- 
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The ground of this witness’s computation is, 
that the Company have no commercial capital, 
although it has been stated that the commercial 
assets are calculated to amount to £21,731,889, 
the particulars of which are given in one of the 
accounts. The same witness has said, that interest 
should be charged as an actual outgoing (and not 
as a profit) in a statement of the results of the 
tea trade to the Company; and he has also said, 
that the whole of the insurance should be included 
in the charges upon the trade; and that a much 
larger allowance should be made for wastage than 
that, of two per cent, which the Company deduct 
on that account.* 

The whole of the calculations of this witness 
has been controverted upon the ground that if the 
interest and insurance be charged, they must 
appear again on the credit side of an account pro¬ 
fessing to shew the amount of the funds applicable 
to the dividend, and to the interest upon the bond 
debt, the Legislature having (53d Geo. III. c. 1 55, 
s. 47 ) declared that all the profits and other receipts 
of the Company in England shall be appropriated 
to those and other specified purposes. Should 
the interest upon the capital, and the profit of the 
insurance account be charged and not re-credited, 
it is affirmed that all the receipts would not be appro¬ 
priated as the above quoted Act directs, and that 
the Company would be left in possession of those 
amounts. An official document has also been 

* See No. 5262, 5337. No. 4914. Papers relating to the Finances of 
India, February 1830, pp. 61 and 62. No. 5337. No. 5262, 5359. No. 
4375, 5333 and 5334. 
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oduced, to show that the Company’s expendi¬ 
ture for allowance and wastage does not, exceed 
two per cent.* 


As this part of the subject will fall within the 
scope of the inquiry which your Committee are 
now making into the Company’s finances, they 
think it unnecessary further to enlarge upon it in 
this place; contenting themselves with referring 
the House to the evidence which has been given 
in elucidation of the discordant statements; and 
from which it will be seen, that the opinion of 
the Company’s trade deriving aid from the terri¬ 
torial revenue is at variance with 1 that expressed 
by the Select Committee on Foreign Trade, in 
1821, towards the close of their third Report.! 


It has been stated that the price of tea to the 
consumer in Great Britain is higher than that at 
which it is sold on the continent of Europe and in 
America, after deducting the duty ; and although 
a mere comparison of prices quoted for the Seve¬ 
ral denominations of tea affords no just criterion, 
there being various kinds classed under the same 
denomination, yet examples have been adduced 
to shew that where the quality has been equal, 
the prices have been higher in England than else¬ 
where. This is further proved, as respects several 
of the sorts of tea (though not all), by the prides 
affixed by the London tea-brokers to teas pur¬ 
chased on the Continent and in America, by order 


* See No. 4375, 4913. No. 4202. 

f See No. 3421o et seq. 3764a et seq. 4375 ct seq. 4907 et scq. 5178 ct 
5263 <et 53(37 ct SHSty* No. 5275, 5358. 
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x: India Board, for the express purpose of 

making such comparison.* 

It would indeed seem that the prices paid to 
the Company for their teas must be higher than 
those at which tea is sold in other countries $ the 
Company relying, as it appears, upon the profits 
of the tea trade, to enable Oiem to fulfil the obli¬ 
gations which Parliament has imposed upon them 
in their twofold political and commercial cha¬ 
racter ; while foreigners, on the contrary, have no 
such obligations.t 

The revenue to the Crown from tea is produced 
by an ad valorem, duty. There are numerous 
prices of the different kinds of tea, which are 
ascertained at the Company’s sales, so that the 
duty chargeable in each case is determined with¬ 
out difficulty.? 

Tlie average amount of this revenue is stated to 
be about £3,800,000 annually. It is most econo¬ 
mically collected by the Company, who pay it over 
quarterly, a fortnight after they receive it; and 
the whole of the charge incurred by the Crown 
for an establishment to check and superintend this 
branch of the Excise in London, is stated to 
amount to less than £10,000 annually, exclusive of 
the establishment for superintending the dealers’ 
stocks. 11 

* No. 429% No. 1254, 3279, 3409. No. 1811. No. 1674 and 
1G75. 3540a. 

t See No. 5135. No. 3252, 3568a. 

I See No. 5618. No. 5614 and 6616. No. 5618. 

|| See No. 5603. No. 5591. No. 5596. No. 5604. 
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TRADE OF THE AMERICANS AND OF OTHER 
FOREIGNERS WITH CHINA. 

The Russians are said to be excluded from 
Canton in consequence of the privilege they 
enjoy of trading with China overland. Of the 
other European nations, those which have been 
mentioned as continuing to resort to Canton, are 
the French, the Dutch, the Swedes and Danes, 
and the Austrians; but the trade of all these is 
comparatively trifling. The most important of 
them is the Dutch trade, which used to be con¬ 
ducted by a Company with exclusive privileges, 
but is now thrown open.* 

There is, however, a Netherlands’ Association, 
of modern formation, by which the Dutch China 
Trade is principally conducted, and which appears 
to have been established with the hope of promoting 
the sale in China of Belgian manufactures. In 
that object the Netherlands’ Association failed ; 
and its returns in tea. have caused a loss, it is said, 
of twenty-five per cent, on the capital employed. 
This Association is restricted from exporting 
British manufactures to China. Although the 
Dutch trade (as before observed) is principally 
carried on through the Netherlands’ Association, 
no such restriction as to British manufactures is 
imposed upon Dutch private traders, who, how¬ 
ever, in consequence of heavy losses occasioned 
by competition with the Americans, are stated to 

* See No. 263. No. 259, 261, 262, 264. No. 255, 516, 2529. 
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have in a great measure abandoned the trade since 
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This trade of the Dutch has been carried on in 
ships of from 400 to 500 tons, and is conducted 
by resident agents in China, where there are two 
supercargoes and a consul. It does not appear that 
of late years the Dutch have experienced any diffi¬ 
culties in the transaction of business at Canton.} 


The Americans used to conduct an extensive 
carrying trade from China to Holland and other 
parts ; but this has considerably fallen off owing 
to the Dutch and other nations importing direct 
for their own use. It has been stated, however, 
that the Americans can still compete with the 
Dutch in their own market.} 

The aggregate of the American trade with 
China has increased since 1814 ; but latterly there 
has been a falling-oil. Their exports consist prin¬ 
cipally of dollars, which, even since they began 
to take British manufactures to Canton, have 
formed two-thirds of the total exported. The 
imports into America from China are chiefly teas 
and manufactured silks. The latter article is said 
to yield the best return, though that has not 
always been the case.lt 

* See No. 521, 357 7a. No. 663, 3573a. No. 3608a.' No. 3564 and 
35G5fl. No. 3570 a. No. 1669 arid 16/0, 362/a. No. 362Ou. No. 3621a 
efc seq- 

t See No. 3597a. No. 255. No. 268, 623. 

t Sf ! lVo - et seq. No. 197, 325, 519, 941, 1668, 1743 aid 1746, 
1820 to 1823. No. 1667. No. 198, 330, 906, 956and 957, 1823, 3251 et 
seq. 

|| See No. 328 and 329. No. 197. No. 539, 994, 1025, 1109, 1443, 
1558, 5647. Return of Foreign Trade with China, ordered by the Lords 
tobe printed, 11th May 1830. No. 921, 1027, 1468. No. 1191, 3235, 
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^ Their tea trade was formerly very profitable; 
but, in consequence of overtrading, encouraged by 
a system adopted in the United States of giving 
to the importers of tea a year’s credit for the du¬ 
ties, it subsequently became a losing one. The 
American trade with China seems also to have 
suffered from the establishment (by authority of 
the Act of the 5 Geo. IV. cap. 88) of the trade of 
the Company from China to Canada, which settle¬ 
ment was previously supplied in a great measure 
with tea smuggled from the United States.* 

That part of the American trade which relates 
to India and China is stated not to labour under 
greater depression than any other trade of the 
United States ; and opinions have been expressed 
that if conducted upon correct principles, and 
brought within proper limits, the American trade 
with China might still be profitable.! 

The Americans are said to navigate their ships 
at a less expense, not only than the Company, but 
than British merchants in general. Some of the 
American vessels are chartered by various persons 
in shares, each of whom may and often does send 
a supercargo ; but this is not done in all cases, in¬ 
stances have been mentioned of the transactions ol 
a voyage having been wholly, and without diffi¬ 
culty, managed in China by the commander of the 
ship ; but the more frequent practice is to employ 
a resident agent, it being thought that the business 

* See No. 1685, 1689, 1747, 3202,; #229, 3411, 3413 et scq. No. 330, 
394, 905, 1054, 1078, 1646, 3252 etseq. No. 541, 907, 1056. No. 906. 
915,1083. No. 1746, 1754 and 1755. 
t See No 1083, 1749 and 1750. No. 1180 and 1181. No- 1133, 1740. 
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better arranged with the Chinese by persons of 
established confidence than by strangers. * 

The American consul, at Canton, acts as agent 
for those who choose to employ him; and there 
are several American merchants who reside in 
China. j\ 

The Americans are well treated in China. 
Their trade is said to be popular there, in conse¬ 
quence of the large importation of dollars; and 
it has been interrupted only once since 1814. The 
cause of the interruption was an accidental homi¬ 
cide of a Chinese by an Italian seaman of an Ame¬ 
rican ship. He was given up to the local authori¬ 
ties; by their order he was put to death, and then 
the trade was resumed.! 




EFFECTS EXPECTED FROM THE ABOLITION OF 
THE COMPANY’S EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE. 

The opening of the trade between Great Britain 
and China would not, it is thought, cause any al¬ 
teration in the policy of the Chinese government 
towards foreigners, unless the revenue should fall 
off from an increase of smuggling by free traders, 
or unless there should be from private disputes 
more frequent collisions between Europeans and 
Chinese. In either of these contingencies, appre¬ 
hensions are entertained that the trade might be 

* Sec No. 3330.' No. 1031, 1037, 1759. No. 1564, 1910. No. 964 
and 965. 

t See No. 150, 1734- 

\ See No. U23, 1692 and 103 , 1853. No. 202, 552, 556, 936, 1728 
etseq-, 1847. 
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entirely interdicted. But, on the other hand, it is 
said that such a fatal result would be averted, 
either by the sense which the Chinese government 
entertains of the value of the trade, or by the in¬ 
fluence of the population of Canton, and of the tea 
districts, which are deeply interested in its conti¬ 
nuance. If the trade were interdicted, tea, it is 
thought, might be brought to Sincapore, and other 
places accessible to the British traders, in Chinese 
junks; but such a commerce is stated to be con¬ 
trary at present to the laws of China, and much 
doubt is felt whether, by the means of such inse¬ 
cure vessels as the junks are represented to be, tea 
could be obtained in sufficient quantities for the 
English market.* 

It is said that the interest of the Hong mer¬ 
chants, in a pecuniary' point of view, would be pro¬ 
moted by an open trade, as an increase in the 
number of purchasers of tea would aiford an op¬ 
portunity for commanding high prices. In spite, 
however, of such expected advantage, the Hong 
merchants, from an apprehension of increased risk 
and responsibility, are represented to be against 
any change. On the other hand, it is stated that 
the Americans and other foreigners, dealing freely 
as private traders, have not experienced any com¬ 
bination against them bn the part of the Hong 
merchants, f 

In order to derive advantage from a free trade 

* See No. 2206 and 2207. No. 383, 2638. No. 178, 295, 338, 383, 
401, 829, 841 et seq., 2449, 2601, 2638. No. 3499«. No. 1886 etseq. 
2707, 3526. No. 332, 353, 355, 874, 883, 3052. 
t Sec No. 423, 559. No. 1153 etseq. 1875, 2684 and 2685, 3346. 
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etween Great Britain and China, it would be ne¬ 
cessary* as some think, that the monopoly of the 
Hong merchants should cease, and that a commer¬ 
cial treaty, upon mutually liberal principles, should 
be formed between the two countries. It is,, how¬ 
ever, apprehended that the Chinese would not be 
induced to enter into such a treaty by any other 
than coercive means, and these, it is fancied, might 
he easily and successfully used.* 

Many of the witnesses are strongly impressed 
- with the belief that a very large increase in the 
consumption of British manufactures would be 
the consequence of opening the trade. Private 
merchants, they say, can push a commerce much 
better than a company; and new wants and desires 
would be created by the never-ceasing efforts of 
individual enterprise and speculation. These wit¬ 
nesses refer, not only to the fact of the Americans 
having of late made exports of British manufac¬ 
tures to China; but they also refer to the result; of 
opening the trade with India, followed as that mea¬ 
sure unquestionably was by an immense increase 
in the exports from this country.! 

In opposition to these views, it is said that the 
small proportion of the American exports of Bri¬ 
tish manufactures, relatively'with bullion, coupled 
with the fact that the officers of the Company’s 
ships, having no freight to pay, have not increased 
their exports, ought to be considered a.s proof that 
the consumption has not, as yet, been found sus- 

*■ See No. 839, 3043, 3065, 3072, 3498a. No. 3065 ct scq. 3498a. 

+ See No. 2146, 2180, 2183, 2184, 2686, 2852, 2922, 3368, 3395, 
3449, 3644, 3810a, 3817, 3932a. No. 3095, 3494a. 


4 Minty 


ther stated that a formidable obstacle to the 
growth of a profitable export trade from Great 
Britain to China arises from the obligation under 
which India is placed of annually effecting a large 
remittance to England, and which remittance is 
now advantageously made by the Company through 
the medium of Chinese produce. It is likewise 
observed that the extended use of British manu¬ 
factures in India has been promoted by fiscal re¬ 
gulations, which the British government had the 
power there to make, but which it could not effect 
in China.* 

With respect to the price of tea, it is thought 
that the first effect of an increased demand in 
China, consequent upon the opening of the trade, 
would be materially to raise the price there; though 
indeed this effect (unless the Hong should be 
enabled to dictate prices) might be expected gra¬ 
dually to subside.! 

It is said that the charges of bringing the tea to 
England and selling it would be much less in a 
free trade than they are at present, and therefore 
that tea would be afforded to the consumer at a 
lower rate. In answer to this it is remarked that 
most of the Company’s charges are controlled by 
law; that these might be reduced if the law were 
altered ; and that what the Company get in shape 
of profit is necessary, with the obligations imoosed 

* See No. 387, 507, 510, 539, 629, 632, 822, 1442, 1451, 2185,2307, 
2469, 3685. No- 4338, 4892 et seq. No. 644, 5093. No. 644, 1498, 
3570. 

t See No, 1141, 2489, 2798, 3045, 3469«. 
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pot) them, to enable them to administer the go¬ 
vernment of India.. According to this view, what¬ 
ever the consumer of tea might gain by a reduction 
of the rate, of profits to the importer, would either 
be at a sacrifice 4o India, not now in a situation to 
bear it, or must be made up by the people of Eng¬ 
land; besides which, it has been observed that the 
ability of the private traders to furnish tea cheaper 
than the Company would depend upon the effect 
which an open trade might have upon prices at 
Canton.* 

One great advantage expected to result from 
an open trade with China, is the facility which 
it would give to private merchants to effect returns 
from India, in which great difficulty is now ex¬ 
perienced. It is said that the Company partake 
largely of tins inconvenience, and that owing to 
the pressure of the demand for the government 
remittances, it has become necessary to make the 
China trade a principal channel of effecting them. 
Deprived of this channel, India would be obliged 
to remit through the private trade, by which 
(Should remittances to so large an amount be 
practicable) a loss would be sustained equal to 
the difference between the rupee valued at the 
Board’s rates, and at the current exchange.! 

If the trade were opened, the Company would 
still possess the power of trading with China; and 
it, is thought by some that their capital and in- 

* ■ .No-- 2095, 2141. No. 2167, 3534. No. 4311, 4334; 4372, 4373, 

4339, 5099. No. 5)35. No. 4338, 4898 et seq. No. 4905 and 4906. 

t See No. 3488a, 3505a, 3879a ami 3880a, 3932a.’ No. 4339 , 4347 , 
4897, 5089 et seq. 
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uence might enable them to trade more success¬ 
fully than private merchants. But it is said that 
this competition might be mutually injurious, 
without the.country’s being benefited by an exten¬ 
sion of her commerce ■, and that the Company’s 
profits, if they had competitors, would be so re¬ 
duced as to prevent them from ministering to the 
financial aid of the Indian territory.* 


@L 


Youa Committee have thus endeavoured to give 
a fair and impartial summary of the evidence on 
the China trade which has been brought before 
them. 

Whether this object shall have been faithfully 
and satisfactorily effected, will appear to the 
House by a careful perusal and examination of 
the whole evidence itself j but it will not fail to 
be borne in mind, that in the midst of such mul¬ 
tifarious and conflicting statements as that evi¬ 
dence contains, and restrained as your Committee 
have been (both by what was expressed in the 
House, and by their own sense of what, at the 
present period, would be either prudent or just) 
to a plain unbiassed narrative of their proceedings, 
it has not been in the power of your Committee 
to offer such observations, and to enter upon such 
discrimination of the evidence, as might be a guide 
to the House in the decisions hereafter to be 
made. Your Committee have, on the contrary, 
done their utmost to guard against the appearance 
of a leaning on the one side or on the other. 

* See No. 4904. 
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Their observations, your Committee have felt, 
ought not, by any inference of their own, to con¬ 
vey opinions which may have been taken up ; but, 
in the execution of the important duty committed 
to their charge, while from necessity some valuable 
information may be left unnoticed, they have 
studiously endeavoured, by classification and ar¬ 
rangement, to bring the most material parts of the 
Evidence into view, and thus to facilitate to the 
House the means of acquiring for itself an accu¬ 
rate knowledge of its real tendency and result 
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CHEDULE of the Acts, Pape m y and Accounts, 
referred to in the preceding REPORT, 


ACTS —24 Geo; III. c. 38, usually called the Com- 
mutation Act 

53 Geo* HI. c. 155. 

54 Geo. III. c. 34. 

58 Geo. III. c. 83. 

5 Geo. IV. c. 88* 

MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken before the .Select 
Committee, from the 15th of February to the 3d of June 
1830—No. 514. 

PAPERS relative to the Trade with India and China ; 
Ordered to be printed the 4th of June 1829—No. 285* 

PAPERS relating to the Finances of India, and the 
Trade of India and China; Presented by His Majesty’s 
command, February 1830—No. 22. 

REPORT of the Select Committee of the House of 
Lords, relative to the Trade with the East Indies and 
China; Ordered to be printed 7th of May 1821— 
No. 476. 

THIRD .REPORT of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on Foreign Trade ; Ordered to 
be printed 10th of July 1821—No. 746. 

ACCOUNT of the Profit and Loss of the Company’s 
Tea Trade with China , for the year 1828-29. 

RETURN of the Foreign Trade with China ; Ordered, 
by The Lords to be printed 11th of May 1830 ; and 

STATEMENT of all the Commercial Receipts and 
Charges of the Company since 1814-15 ; delivered to 
the Committee on the I7th June 1830. 
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FIRST REPORT. 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-India Company, 
and into the Tr am between Great Britain , the East-.Indies, 
and China ; and to report their Observations thereupon to 
the House j and who were empowered to report the Minutes 
of the, Evidence taken before them from time to lime, to 
the House ;—* ✓ 

HAVE made a Progress in the Matters to them referred, 
and had examined several Witnesses; and directed the 
Minutes of the Evidence to be reported to the House 
up to the 4th day of this instant, March, inclusive, 


Uh March 1830. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Lmoi 3 15 ° die Fehruarii 1830 , 


William Ward, Esq, in the Chair. 

THOM AS GORE LLOYD, Esq-, Accountant General of the 

East-India Company, anti JAMES COSMO M ELY ILL, 

Esq., Auditor of tlie East-Inclia Company j culled in #4 

examined. 

1. (To Mr, Mefoiliy —You fill the office of Auditor to the 
East-lndia Company ?L-I do. 

2. Are you Auditor of the accounts of the revenue, commer¬ 
cial and political, or of any other department?—Of the whole 
of the political accounts of India. 

3. What do you consider as the political accounts ?-—The 
whole of the revenues and charges applicable to the territorial 
government of India* 

4. Do you include in that the revenue of the old settled dis¬ 
tricts of the ceded and of the conquered or tributary stat es ?— 
The whole. 

5. Are those accounts sent home annually to England ?~~ 
They are. 

6. To what period have the last complete set been received? 
—Up to the SOfch of April 1828; the account 00827-1628, 

7. Have you seen the printed papers submitted to this Com¬ 
mittee, signed William Leach. dated the 4th of January 1830? 
—I saw them, for the first time, late on Saturday afternoon. 

8. Do you know whether that account is made up to April 
1827, for the year 1826-7 ?—It professes to be. 

9. The Committee are to understand that you have a whole 
year's accounts at the India-House, received after those ac¬ 
counts were made up ~-Undoubtedly; which, I believe, the 
Committee will iind contained in a paper communicated from 
the India-House, included in this collection, page 26. 

10. Are the Committee to understand that the accounts in 
Table, No. 1 (A) fire a regular abstract of the revenues and 
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charges under the -Bengal presidency ?~-I have not yet had an 
opportunity of examining them,, 

i 1Will you state whether detailed accounts of the items from 
which those accounts are made up are also forwarded ?— 
Undoubtedly. : ' * ■■ 

15. For instance, have you the details of the expense of the 
Mint ?—We have. ■ ' 

13. Does the return show the coinage, the expenses of dip 
establishment, and other matters connected with the depart- 
. merit ? — It does. 

bh. You have stated that you have charge of the political; 
will you have the goodness to state what other departments of 
accounts come home from India, and who has charge of them ? 
—I am not aware that any other accounts come home, except 
the commercial accounts, which come into the Company's home 
accounts, and of which Mr. Lloyd, the Accountaiit-geiierah has 
charge. ; . . ' 

L>. Are the Committee to understand that, with the details 
Of the political accounts, and the details, of the commercial ac¬ 
counts, they shall have the whole accounts the India Company 
possess ?—if by political is meant the expenses of the political 
government, including the civil and military charges. 

16. Will you state to the Committee under how many 
different heads the revenues of Bengal are arranged?—The 
General department, which comprehends the Mint, Post-office, 
and Stamps; the Judicial department, which merely compre¬ 
hends a few fees and fines; the Land Revenue department, 
which comprehends the land revenue $ the Customs, which 
comprehends land and sea customs; the Salt, which compre- 
heiub the gross recepts from the sales of salt; the Opium, 
which comprehends the gross receipts from the sale of opium. 
There, is a new head off account, off the Territories ceded during 
the present charter .on' fife; Nerbuddah; there is, finally, the 
head of Marine receipts, which comprehends river dues. 

17. In what', departments, are the revenues off Benares in¬ 
cluded?—They are included under the several heads I have 
mentioned to the Committee. The head of Revenue shows 
how much was received from Benares, how much from the old 
province, how much from the new ; and so of the Customs. 

18. Are the Committee to understand that in the accounts 
you keep at the India-House, the profits, if any, of the Benares 
mint, the receipt, iff any, of clamps in that district, would ap¬ 
pear as part of the general receipt of the Mint and Stamps?' 
—Undoubtedly, stated separately under that, general head. 

3 0, Dp you understand what fills up the column here under 
the heud^of Ikrmres, wlierc, for instance, for the year 3 f09-10, 
the revenue of Benares is stated at f570,486, and for the year 
1826-7, it is stated at €734,784; are the Committee to under* 
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stand that that is the aggregate of the revenue of Benares,"and 
that no portion of it is included in the preceding existing 
columns?—I should apprehend so; but not having had an 
opportunity of examining the account, I cannot answer pre¬ 
cisely. 

20 The Committee are to understand that there are portions 
of those columns placed precisely under the same classification 
under which you have just stated the other revenues to be ?—• 

.Yes. 

21. At the India-House, Benares is kept separate and dis¬ 
tinct?—W e have the materials for keeping it distinct; they are 
sent home distinct. 

22. There is another column, “ Ceded Provinces in Otide;” 
does that column contain the aggregate of the whole receipts of 
revenue under every head?-I apprehend the answers I have 
given as to Benares is applicable to that. 

23. And the same with respect to the Conquered provinces ? 
—Yes, 

24. Can you furnish to the Comniftiee details respecting 
those five departments, Benares, Ceded Provinces of Oude, 
Conquered Provinces, Ceded Territory on the Nerbuddah, 
Ceded Provinces in Burmah, under their respective heads, in 
the same manner as the Committee have the revenue for the 
old provinces of Bengal ?—Undoubtedly. 

25. In the accounts of the salt revenue, have you the annual 
expense of the establishment, the gross and net produce, and 
prices of sale ?—Certainly, 

26. With respect to opium, the same details can be furnished ? 
—Yes. 

27. Under what head are the sayer or inland duties included ? 
—They come under the head of the land revenue, a separate 
branch of the land revenue, the sayer or transit duties, and the 
abkarrie or excise duties on spirits. 

28. Does the column marked “ Total Revenues *' contain the 
entire gross amount of all those revenues which you have now 
stated ?—I presume it does, if the figures are correct, 

29. Is it the practice in India, in paying money out of the 
revenue, to credit only the actual amount received, or do you 
bring the receipts for all such payments made into the gross 
amount?—The gross amount is credited without any deduction 
whatever, the deductions being carried to the opposite side of 
the account. 

30. Will you state how many departments of audit there are 
in Calcutta, for examining those accounts before They are 
settled and sent to England ?—-They are audited by the several 
Boards and separate functionaries. 

31. How rqany Boards are there, and what are their duties? 
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There are three Boards; one of Revenue, consisting of three 15 Feb, 1830. 
or four members, civil servants; there is a Board of Salt c 
and Opium, consulting of three members, civil servants; and ^ ’ 

there is a Marine Board, consisting of three civil servants and 
the Master-Attendant in Calcutta: each of these Boards has 
an accountant, 

32i 'Are those Boards entirely separate from each other, so 
that no members of one are members of another?—The Marine 
Board is united in a great measure with the Board of Salt and 
Opium, only that the Master Attendant is a member of the 
Board for marine purposes. 

33. You mean to say that the Salt and Opium Board, joined 
by the Mas ter-Attendant, sits as the Marine Board?—Yes. 

The civil charges are not audited by either of those Boards, but 
by an officer expressly for that purpose, who is denominated the 
Civil Auditor, and who audits also the accounts of the Mint and 
of the Post-office. The military charges are audited by a se¬ 
parate auditor, under the denomination of the Military Auditor- 
General, who is a member of the Military Board. 

34. Will you state the constitution of the Military Board?— 

It is not in my department. 

35. Will you state what period elapses after the close of the 
year before the land revenue is audited and settled r—About 
ten months. The accounts are closed to the 30th of April in 
each year, raid they should be despatched about the January or 
February following. That delay is created by the revenue ac¬ 
counts and military accounts not being intermediately audited. 

36. Will you state to what cause the delay that takes place 
is to be assigned ?—The complexity of the accounts, the vast 
sums they embrace, and the necessity of referring to a great 
distance. 

37. Will you state the time that elapses in the final audit of 
the other Boards after the closing of the year?—About the 

same time. 

38. Does the auditing at home in your office include any judg¬ 
ment upon the charges, or is it merely passing the accounts as 
they are passed in India ?—It is merely a revision of the ac¬ 
counts ; the auditing of the accounts, properly so called, takes 
place in India. 

39. Your office in England is merely recording the transactions 
of the audit offices in India ? - Clearly so ; so far as respects the 
audit branch of business. The duty consists in revising the 
whole of the Indian books, and seeing that all the orders of the 
home authorities with respect to the mode of keeping those ac¬ 
counts have been strictly observed. 

40. Do you conceive that the system of audit of the accounts 
in India, and afterwards by re-examination at home, is as good 
a system as can be established, or that it might be improved ?— 
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If I may be .permitted, to form a judgment, I should say that 
the system that now prevails in India is a good one; that the 
accounts are quickly audited, considering the vast sums and the 
description of the expenditure they embrace. 

41. You have stated that the office with which yon are con¬ 
nected audits merely the political accounts ?*— Meaning by that 
the whole of the territorial revenues and charges ; what would 
be called the Government accounts. 

42, In what office are the commercial accounts audited 
By Sir, Lloyd, the Accountant-General, who. is here. 

48, Do you mean the accounts in India connected with India, 
as well as the accounts at home?—I apprehend that the audit of 
commercial accounts takes place in India; and that what takes 
place in this country bv Mr. Lloyd is very simitar to that which 
takes place in my office in regard'tn the political accounts. 

44 So that the commercial accounts in India are not included 
in your department ?—They are not. 

45. They are made up in India, and not in London ?~Not in 
London. 

4(5. Are the salt and opium accounts included in your depart¬ 
ment ?—They are. 

47. You consider them purely revenue accounts, and not 
commercial ?—Clearly revenue accounts 

48. Have the goodness to state how the salt comes into the 
possession of the East-India Company ?~~Thc Committee will 
be pleased to understand mine is merely a department of, ac¬ 
count 

49. In page G of the accounts before the Committee, it ap¬ 
pears that m the year 1826-7 the profits of the Government 
Bank are brought in under the head of* Mint; are the profits of 
the Bank generally brought in under the head of Mint, or is 
Unit the only year in which they have been so introduced ?—- 
~ believe that is the only year in which there are any profits 
from the Government Bank at Madras, and it, is only at Madras 
that there is purely a Government Bank : those profits had ac¬ 
cumulated for a long course of years, without being Brought to 
account, and there was an adjustment in that year. I was not 
aware, until the honourable Member pointed it out, that this 
item was stated in the accounts signed “ William Leach/’ under 
the head of Mint. 


oO. Can yon inform the Committee in what manner the salt 
and opium come into the possession of the Company’s authori¬ 
ties in India ? 1 have not in my department the documents 

which would furnish the information. 

ol. With regard to the salt and opium, can you inform the 
Committee whether, under the head of Revenue, as that in- 
eluding 'he gross amount, you take the repayment of advances 
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year previous which is put together with the charges 
under the same head ? - It is a cash transaction; and these ac¬ 
counts show in one year what has been received in that year and 
what has been spent and advanced in that year. 

52. Under the head of Revenue you have separately that re¬ 
ceived as revenue for the salt and opium, also that received in 
repayment of advances made in the preceding year ?—What is 
termed advances is money issued to .the manufacturer for the 
purchase of the article., and not intended to be repaid; it is an 
advance to him on account of his contract. 

53. The Committee are not to understand, then, that if you 
deduct the smaller from the larger sum, that which remains is 
the exact profit of that year ?—No, not of that year. 

54. It may be taken running from year to year, as showing 
the net balance ?•*- Yes. 

55. What is comprehended under the head of Marine Reve¬ 
nue?—There are river dues, moorings and pilotage, and light¬ 
house dues also. 

56. Will you state in what manner the) military stores, which 
strictly belong to the political department, which are purchased 
in England and sent out, are brought into the accounts ?—They 
are included among the territorial charges paid in England. 

57. They do not enter into this account at all.--Certainly 

not. : . ' 

58. Does the revenue of the Mint include seignorage, or 
from what does that arise ?—-There is a duty upon coinage ; 
I presume a seignorage. 

59. Are you aware whether any alteration has been made 
since the report of the Committee in 1810, in which the state¬ 
ment of the Mint regulations is contained ?—I am not aware of 
any alteration; the business connected with the Mint is in a 
separate department. 

00. Can the Committee obtain an account of the items from 
which this revenue arises ?—Undoubtedly. 

61. In the money coined at the Mint on account of the 
Company, is that charge for seignorage included ?—I am not 
able to answer that question without referring to the detailed 
accounts. 

62. Does that remain as stated in the Report of 1810? - 1 
believe it does; but. I must take the liberty of referring the 
Committee to the department in which the business of the 
Mint is transacted. 

63. Can you state whether the sum credited in each year 
as profit to the Mint is net profit, or whether there is a charge 
to be set against it?—There is a large charge on the opposite 
side of the account. 

61. Is the East-India Company, in its commercial capacity, 
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changed with ft seignorage for the money coined at the India 
mints ?—*I apprehend that the Company, in its commercial 
capacity, has no money coined at the India mints j in its terri¬ 
torial capacity it has, 

65. Is there any seignorage charged in this account of 
receipts for money coined for the Company generally I am 
not aware; but the honourable Committee may be furnished 
with the details of the account. 

66. Are you aware that any portion of the revenues of Bengal 
are received in kind?—No, I apprehend not. 

WILLIAM LEACH, Esq., Accountant to the Board of Com¬ 
missioners for live Affairs of India, called in, and examined. 

67. Will you look at that paper that you have in your hand, 

page 4, under the head of Benares, and state whether you con¬ 
ceive the sums in that column of land revenue, stamps, and 
every other kind of income received in Benares, are included ? 
—This account has been made up from the accounts presented 
to Parliament every year, and I suppose it to include all those . 
items. Mr, Melviil, being present, can of course speak to the 
fact. ■ iffyI i 

68. (Mr. MdvilL) Do;you, in the accounts that you make 
up for Parliament, include Benares separately?—Yes, I do; 
and that includes all the heads. 

69. (To Mr* Leach*) Have the goodness to state at what 
exchange you have converted all the rupees into pounds in the 
Table you have laid before the Committee ?—At the exchange 
used in the Parliamentary accounts; 2s. the current rupee, 

70. Are all the accounts of Bengal kept In current rupees, 

or siccas ?—They are kept in siccas. The difference between 
the current and sicca is 16 per cent.; the sicca rupee is J.6 per 
cent, better than the current; that is the rate at which the 
sterling‘value shewn in the accounts before Parliament is calcu¬ 
lated. ' $S? y .: 

71. In what, rupee are the whole of those accounts of the 
revenue kept at Calcutta?—In sicca rupees. 

72. At what rate do you convert the sicca rupee into cur¬ 
rent ?—By taking the sicc^ at 16 per cent, better than the 
current rupee at 2s., which makes 2s. 3d. and /^ths ft# the 
sicca rupee. 

7S, The process you adopt is first to convert the sicca into 
current rupees, and then the current rupees into pounds ster¬ 
ling, at the exchange of 2s. the current rupee?—Exactly so. 

74. Is the exchange you have taken the commercial ex¬ 
change ?—No; it is the exchange that has been in use in the 
accounts before Parliament for a very Jong series of yeajrs. 

75. (To Mr. Mdvill.) How do you consider this rate of’con¬ 
version to be, as compared with the intrinsic value of the sicca 
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Hrtipee?_Do the Committee mean, that in computing the in¬ 

trinsic value, I am to refer to the standard price of silver at the 
English Mint ? 

76. Yes.—-Taking the price of silver at the Mint standard in 
England, of 5 a\ 2d per ounce, the intrinsic value of the sicca 
rupee is about 2s. tyd .; arid by the process adopted in this 
account, as explained by Mr. Leach, the sicea rupee is made 
to be worth nearly 2s. id. 

77. Are you aware that the present rate of mercantile. ex¬ 
change is only itf. lid per sicca rupee?—Yes, taking a bill oi 
exchange in India upon London. 

78. Have the goodness to state the intrinsic value of the 

Madras and Bombay rupee?—The Madras accounts, as ren* 
dered to Parliament, are stated id India in rupees; those rupees 
are, in this country, converted into pagodas, at the rate of three 
and a half rupees lor one pagoda; and then the pagoda is con¬ 
verted into sterling, at 8.?. the pagoda; and at that rate the 
Madras rupee is made to be worth 2s. 3d. and parts. 

At the Mint price of silver in England the value of the Madras 
rupee would be only Is. 1 Id. and *tfcyth parts. The Bombay 
accounts are state*! in India in rupees ; and the rupees in 
England are converted at the rate of 2s. 3d. each ; the intrinsic 
value is is. 1 Id. and parts. 

79. How are the revenue and other accounts kept at Madias ? 
—In Madras rupees, since the year 1819, when the currency 
was changed to rupees from pagodas, in which latter coin the 
accounts were previously kept. 

89. Is the rupee, since 1819, of the value you have stated, 
of 2$. 3d and parts?—That is the value assumed only in 

our English view of the accounts ; the real value is h. lltf. and 
y$8t>th parts. 

81. In what manner are the accounts kept at Bombay?—In 
rupees. 

82. Those rupees are converted at what?—At 2s. 3d. 

83. What is the intrinsic value ?—The same as in the former 
case, assuming the price of silver in England to be 5s. 2d. an 
ounce. 

81, IIow are they kept at Benares?—They are kept in Fur¬ 
ruckabad rupees, and they are converted at the presidency 
into sicca rupees, at four and a half*per cent, worse than the 
sicca, whjch is about the intrinsic difference* 

85. In what coin are the accounts of the ceded province of 
Oude kept?—In the Furruckabad rupees. I rather think that 
in the whole of the Bengal territories there are only two de- 
rcriptions of coin used in the accounts, the Furruckabad and 
the sicca rupees. 
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In what manner are the accounts of the conquered pro¬ 
vinces kept?—In Furruekabad rupees. 

87. In what manner are tire accounts of Prince of Wale/ 
Island kept?—In sonant rupees; they were formerly kept in 
dollars. 

88. Are the Committee to understand that in using the 
term intrinsic value, you are obliged to make use of the rule of 
the English Mint for the relation between gold and silver ?-— 

I took the liberty of asking whether I was to adopt that standard 
in giving my answers, and I have done so, 

89. Is not that rule arbitrary?--! apprehend it is. 

90. What would he the average, difference in the computa¬ 
tion between tliiA real and the supposed value?—About i§tper * 
cent, as far as respects Bengal; but if the Conmiittee take the 
average of the differences applicable to all the presidencies, 
about 15 per cent, 

91. You have stated two sums as being included in the land 
revenue; are there any other sums included under the head of 
land revenue, or is the Committee to understand that the whole 
of the remainder is really land revenue?—-The land revenue 
merely comprehends two great, heads of account, the land 
revenue, and the sayer mul abkarrie; the sayer is still preserved 
in the accounts. 

92. Under the head of Charges under the Bengal government, 
how many heads of accounts are there?—There are the same 
heads of account as there are on the receipt side, and there 
are some additional ; there are the military charges under a 
separate head. 

93. Does the head called Civil come under the general de¬ 
partment? Yes, it does. 

94. In the charges are the articles of machinery for the Mint 
that have been sent out from England included?—Yes, un¬ 
doubtedly ; I apprehend that they are not included under the 
column referred to, but would come under the head of Terri¬ 
torial Stores. 

95 In the column of Charges, where .-€47,426 appear as ex¬ 
pended in the year 1826-7, .does lire machinery come in that 
account?—No, certainly not under that column. 

96. Will the freight and insurance, and all the expenses 
attending them, come under the head of' Buildings and Forti¬ 
fications ?—If the Committee refer to the expenses which have 
been incurred in building the new Mint, undoubtedly under 
the head of Buildings; but if they refer to the expense of 
machinery, that will come under the Territorial Charges paid 
in England, which will include the freight and all the expenses. 

97. Are the Committee m’" understand that, under the bead 
of Buildings and Fortifications, there is no distinction drawn 
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en military buildings and civil buildings ?—The accounts 
istinguish the military from the civil buildings. 

08. Under this head of. Mint, £4*7,000, what is included?— 
The whole expense of the establishment, salaries, and loss on 
refining and melting, and charges of that description. 

99. All the European and native servants employed in the 
Mint ave there included ?~~ Yes. 

100. There appears to be a great increase in the charges of 
the Mint during the latter years of this account a* compared 
with the former; can you give a reason for that increase ?—- 
I apprehend there has been a great increase of business in the 
latter years in the Mint. 

I0L The next item is the Post-office * where there is an 
increase of £50,000 ?—1 would explain, with reference to that 
increase, that it principally arose from a transfer from the 
charges of Political residents to the head of ft Post-office,” of 
the expense of what is called the Political dawks. 

102. Do you know whether the Company is charged postage 
in its commercial department in this account?—I am not aware; 

103. The third column is Civil Charges; will you have the 
goodness to explain them. They appear in 1809-10 to be 
£600,740, and in the year 1826-7 they appear to be 
£1,321,824.. Explain under what head the several sums in¬ 
cluded under this word “ civil” come?—One* of the principal 
items is the whole of the charge of the political residences and 
embassies to native courts. Another principal item is the whole 
of the expense of public offices and establishment;-) at the pre¬ 
sidency, including the salaries of the Governor-General, and 
the Members of Council. Another principal head of expense 
is the Nizamut stipends, and other allowances, which we are 
bound by treaty to pay. There is another principal head, the 
Provincial Battalions. 

104. Is the police of Calcutta included?—All the provincial 
and Calcutta battalions are included. 

105. Are the irregular cavalry included in that ?—No, 

106. Are the expenses attending the journies of the Com¬ 
mander-in-chief and the Governor-General included in this ?—- 
They are included in another head of charges, the Durbar 
charges, which is also comprehended in these civil charges, 
which likewise include subsidy to the king of Persia. 

107. Does that include embassies sent from the other presi ¬ 
dencies as well as from Calcutta ?—Yes, all the political resi¬ 
dencies are comprised in the Bengal accounts, and all ttjp 
embassies. 

108. No part of the charges connected with the collection of 
the revenue are here included ?—The revenue charges are not 
included in the civil charges. 
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109. Under what head does the expense of the College 
come ?—That comes also under the civil charges. The contri¬ 
butions to public institutions are all included. 

, 110. I.n reference to the column of Band Revenue, can you 
give the information whether that is a revenue collected i» 
money or -collected in kind ,-'—In money. There is no revenue 
paid in kind in Bengal. 

111. The stamps appear to have been in 1809-10, £9,566- 
and in the year 1826-7, £07,766. What kind of stomps, or 
what items, are comprehended under that?—Salaries and esta¬ 
blishment, and paper and all incidental expenses, 

112. Does that include any thing for the machinery used in 
stamping ?—No, I apprehend not. 

113 Are you aware that the charge upon the stamps amounts 
to lull 30 per cent. ?—I recollect some alteration in the mode of 
keeping the stamp accounts; and 1 believe that, a portion of 
that charge is an allowance in commutation of fees formerly 
levied on the institution of suits. There was an account to that 
effect, lain before Parliament some time ago, and that account 
may be continued. I believe the charge of collection of stamp 
duties to be about 15 per cent. 

114. Would it he practicable to furnish an account of the 
expense of the per-centage of collecting all the revenue in 
detail?—Clearly-so. 

115. Canyon account for the very great increase of the 

revenue on stamps,for the last three years of this account?_ 

1 here has been an extension of stamp duty to Calcutta. 

“count why in the year 1826-7 the receipt 
was 4319,607, and the estimated receipt for 1827-8 is £254,485. 
being a difference of about £30,000?—I suppose that to have 
been in consequence of the new system having been only in 
. partial operation in the ygar. 1826-7, and it being supposed it 
would come into complete operation in 1827-8, 

117. Under what head are the charges for Collecting the 

land revenue?—Under the head of Revenue. 

• { s exclusively the charge of land revenue, or does 
it include charges on any,other revenue ?—It includes other 
sums that would not be properly considered the expenses of 
collecting the revenue; many stipends to rajahs and other 
persons. 

• W‘ I s ^ onc class ot sti pends included under 

civil ?—Only the Nizamut. 

. 120, Ca “ y° u S ive any reason to the Committee for the 
increase ot charge upon the collection of the revenue, being 
from 1809-10 to 1826-7, in the proportion of nearly one-third, 
and the increase of revenue collected being only about, in the 
proportion of one-ninth ?-A good deal of the increase has 
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caused by new territory, which has lately come into the 
Company’s possession ; undoubtedly the charge of collecting 
revenue on new territory is greater than on old territory ; but 
without examining the details I cannot state farther. 

121. You were understood to state, that under the head the 
Committee are now considering, the Benares and the Ceded and 
Conquered Provinces were not included, that they had all their 
separate heads in another account ?—I understood the Com¬ 
mittee to refer only to charges of collecting on the old territory, 
respecting which it is impossible to explain the cause of the 
increase without looking* into the particulars of the account. 

122. What items are contained within the column “ Supreme 
Court and Law/’ £56,917 in the year 1809-10, and .£54,239 in 
the year 1826-7 ?—The charge of the King's Courts. 

123. Does it include all payments of every kind ; pensions, 
if there are any, connected with the Supreme Court ?—Yes, 
it does ; excepting only such portions as are' paid in England. 

124. And there is no charge on account of the Supreme 
Court in any other department?—No, there is not, with the 
before-mentioned exceptions. 

125. Does it include payments made in England?—No; 
they are brought into account at home, and charged in that 
shape to India. 

126. The next is the head of Sudder and Zillah Courts ; does 
that include the expense within Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, or 
any other district?—It includes only Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa, as far as I can judge from reference to the account at 
the moment. 

127. It is observable in the accounts as they stand, that on 
the Revenue side and on the charge side the revenue and charge of 
the Ceded Provinces and Conquered Provinces are given in gross; 
can accounts in detail be given of both those ?—Yes, clearly. 

128. Can you account at all for the expense of the collec¬ 
tion of the duties of customs having increased so prodigiously ; 
it appearing that in 1809-10 it was £10 per cent,, whereas in 
1826-7 it was £20 per cent. ?—I have no doubt it is susceptible 
of explanation, but I have not the materials at present be¬ 
fore me. 

129. Can you furnish the Committee with an account of the 
outstanding arrears and balances of the land revenue at the time 
of making up the account ?—Yes, certainly. 

130. Can you inform the Committee whether the “ Customs" 
include the charges of customs on goods imported on account of 
the East-India Company into Calcutta?—Yes, undoubtedly. 
The Company, in its commercial character, pays the same 
duties upon imports and exports as are charged to individual 
merchants. 
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18 L Do their stores pay duty?—Not their political or 
tary stores; all Company’s merchandise pays a duty. 

132. Are all the charges upon the entrance of articles of 
consumption into Calcutta included under the head of this 
charge of Customs ?—Yes, they are. 

133. Are the Company’s salt and other things, when im¬ 
ported into Calcutta, entered ?--Yes, 

134 The next head is “ Revenuewill you state what are 
the items that come under the charges of revenue ?—-The 
charges of collecting the revenue- Including the salaries of the. 
members of the Boards of Revenue; the charges of the Collectors 
in the various districts; there are also charges denominated 
Pulbundy charges; there is the charge pf Revenue surveys; I 
am not aware at this moment of any other except pensions. * ' 

135. Are the expenses of those thaf are sent to assist the 
collectors included ?—fjn the charges of the collectors are in¬ 
cluded the cost of their establishments, as well as their own 
allowances 

136. With the Subrundy corps ?—No, they are not included 
in the revenue charges ; which, however, comprise pensions of a 
very considerable amount chargeable on the revenue, being 
stipends to natives, 

137. Are there any charges on account of education here?— 
No ; the pensions are a very material item. 

138. Is there any expense attending the abkarrie or license 
system There is a charge for collecting. 

130. Under the next column of “ Charges of Ceded Pro¬ 
vinces? wliat is included ?—The charge for collecting the land 
revenue, and other receipts, from the new territory on the 
Nerbuddah, 

140. Under the head of Military Charges there is the amount 
of three millions and a half in 1809, and five millions and a half 
in 1826 ; are those confined entirely to the pay of the military, 
or what is included ?—All military expenses of every descrip¬ 
tion ; all war* charges '; the charge of stores bought in India, but 
not that of stores purchased in England. 

141. Do fortifications built come under that head?—No. 

142. -Have you the rowans of distinguishing the ordinary from 
the extraordinary military expenses, 'and of separating the ex¬ 
penses which have been Incurred in the wars which have taken 
place in the period of those accounts, from the ordinary ex¬ 
penses of the military establishment ? - In a considerable degree; 
but I should fear not altogether. 

148. What comes under the head of “ Marine Charges ?A~ 
The whole of the Master Attendants establishment, and the 
whole of the Pilot’s establishment. 
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here ?*~~fhe buildings are altogether a separate head. 

145. The only other item is “ Interest on Debts ;’' does that 
include all debts payable with interest ?—All interest that is 
payable on the Indian debt, whether that interest be payable 
in India or in England. 

146. What change has there been in the race of interest paid 
in India ?—In 1809 it was eight per cent.; in 1814, six per cent.; 
and in 1828, it is five per cent, ; that is the average rate. 

147. By whose authority would it be that the increase of 
debt upon the territorial revenues accrued would be transferred; 
for instance, supposing there was a defalcation on the general 
account to a Considerable amount, in any given year, would it 
be by the authority solely of the Company themselves that 
they would transfer that as a debt to the territorial revenue?--- 
The plan for the separation of the accounts has been framed in 
obedience to a Parliamentary enactment, and has been approved 
by the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, end has 
been laid before Parliament. I refer to the last Charter Act. 
By that Act the Home expenses were divided, and instructions 
were given to the several Presidencies, who framed the accounts 
on the same principle; and those have been approved by the 
Commissioners under that Act. 

148. In your opinion, does that separation, which is directed 
by Act of Parliament, give a fair means of really judging of 
the result of the Company’s trading as merchants?—With one 
important exception. The plan provides that the rates of ex¬ 
change which have been to-day mentioned, with reference to 
the territorial accounts, shall be observed in that separation; 
and the effect of observing those rates is, that the Commerce 
pays very largely, and the Territory gains very largely. Per¬ 
haps I ought to "explain to the Committee, that the operation is 
simply this : the Commerce disburses in England for the Terri¬ 
tory, in military pay and allowances t.o King’s and Company^ 
officers in England, in the purchase of political stores, and in 
various territorial charges, amounting, on an average, to about 
three millions sterling "annually. The Act of Parliament pro¬ 
vides that the Territory shall issue in India, for the purposes of 
commerce, an equivalent to the sums so issued in England; 
and the plan of separation directs dial the Commerce shall be 
repaid its issues made in England, at the rates which have been 
mentioned.. , 

149. 0as any estimate been made of the extent of the in¬ 
jury that the Company suffer in their commercial capacity under 
that arrangement?—-! believe it has; Mr. Lloyd has, I believe, 
prepared such an estimate. 

150. (To Mr. Lloyd.')— Can you furnish the Committee with 
an estimate which you consider to be correct, of what the Com¬ 
pany suffer in their commercial capacity under that regulation 
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witli respect to the exchange ?— Yes, I can, up to the year 
1829, 

151. Do you consider that, with the exception of that cir¬ 
cumstance which you have mentioned, the separation between 
the political and commercial character of the Company is fairly 
stated In the accounts ?—With that exception, I am certainly 
of that opinion* 

152. And that if they were different interests, one acting as 
sovereigns, and the other acting as merchants, they accounts 
would show clearly what has been the result in the one capacity 
and the other ?—Exactly so* 

153* Would you her able to produce an account upon any par-* 
ticular investment from India to England, and also from India 
to China, stating the amount at which that investment was laid 
in, and the actual receipts obtained upon that investment ?«— 
Yes, I have no doubt I could. 

154 Is there any capital belonging to the Company in their 
capacity as a commercial company, with which they trade ?—I 
apprehend that their commercial assets constitute their com¬ 
mercial capital* 

155. There is no disposable capital in the shape of money for 
the purchase of those investments ?—We have disposable money, 
cash being one of the assets. 

156. Is it not the usual custom to draw on the territorial pos¬ 
sessions of India for such investments ?—Certainly not, 

157. Do any charges of any kind connected with commerce 
for providing the investment appear at all ?—Not in the territo¬ 
rial ; they are stated in the commercial account. 

158. Are the Committee to understand, that on no occasion 
the investments of the Company, as a commercial company, 
have been made through the medium of the territorial revenues 
in India ; Since the year 1814, when the accounts were di¬ 
rected by the Act passed in 1813 to be kept under the heads of 
Territorial and Commercial, there has been a running account 
between the Territory and Commerce; the commerce has 
paid for every thing they have received from India, and there is 
now a balance of upwards of 5,000,000 sterling due from the 
Territory to the Commerce. 

159. Can you give the Committee an account of the trade of 
the Company to India, and the trade of the Company to China; 
the trade of the Company between India and China distinct, 
with the result of each description of trade We can. 

160. Up to what period can that be furnished ?—As far as re¬ 
gards the home accounts, up to May 1829: the foreign accounts, 
as far as the books have been received; 1 think we have not re¬ 
ceived the books of 1827-8. 

161. If Commerce now stands creditor to Territory 5,000,000 
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_ Upwards, will not the manner in which the repayment of 15 Fch, 

those advances have been valued, as stated before, nearly double - 

the amount ?— I have no doubt it will exceed the proportion that 
the Committee have stated. I think, from some papers I have 
been preparing, the additional claim upon the Territory, if I use 
the mercantile rate of exchange in England for bills upon India, 
would be 7,000,000 sterling in addition to the 5,000,000, 

16#, When you talk of commerce do you include the China 
trade ?—The China trade is part of our commercial concern, 
certainly. 

168. (To Mr. Melvill.) —Can you inform the Committee o ,: 
the reason of the extraordinary increase in the department of 
the Marine ; in 1809-10 it was €75,147, and in 1827-8 the esti¬ 
mate was to the amount of £239,273 ?—Much of the increase 
is attributable to the estimate having included charges connected 
with the Buraiese war; and there was also brought into the 
estimate the cost of a steam-vessel. 

364 Still the increase was much more than doubled in the 
year previous to the Burmese war?—Yes; but I think that 
many of the accounts of that expenditure were unadjusted. 

165, (To Mr. Lloyd.) ~ Can you state as to the creditors of this 
largo debt of the East-India Company, what proportion is held 
in Europe and what in India?—I can furnish the Committee 
with a statement of a former Accountant-general in Bengal, in 
which he stated the proportion held by natives and the propor¬ 
tion held by European residents in India. 

166. Are there accounts at the India-House which will show 
an estimate of the reductions which it is understood are now 
going on in India?— (Mr. Melvill.) —Certain statements have 
been received from India, showing the progress of those reduc¬ 
tions; and the Court of Directors have ordered very extensive 
reductions, which are now in progress; the nature of those may 
be stated. 
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CHARLES MAIt JORIBANKS, Esq. called in and examined, 

167. You are a servant of the East-India Company in their 18 h\b, 1 $ jo. 

China Factory ?—I am. —~ 

168. How many years have you been in the Company’s sev- 
vice ?—I have been seventeen years in the service of the East- 
India Company; the greater part of that time resident in China. 

169. In that situation you had an opportunity of making 
yourself master of the mode in which the trade between China 
and England is conducted ?—I have bad opportunities of acqui ring 
information upon this subject. 
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170. Is the foreign trade of China confined to one port alone ? 
—It is so at present The Spaniards still enjoy the right of trade 
to the port of Amoy, in the province of Fokien; but I believe 
it to be merely a nominal privilege, inasmuch as they seldom 
avail themselves of it. The foreign trade was in former years 
open to other parts of the empire, to Chusan, Limpo, ami the 
island of Formosa, from which ports foreigners were gradually 
excluded by the enactments and oppressions of the Chinese 
government; but foreign trade is now entirely confined to the 
port of Canton. 

171. Is that trade carried on by many persons, or under what 
peculiar circumstances is the trade with China carried on ?—The 
legal trade with China, as far as the Chinese is concerned, is 
carried on by a body of men called Hong merchants, at present 
seven in number. 

172. Those Hong merchants, therefore, maybe considered as 
enjoying a monopoly of the China trade ?—They enjoy the mo¬ 
nopoly of the legal trade as it is at present carried on, and are 
the only persons permitted by the Chinese laws and government 
to conduct trade with foreigners. 

173. Do you consider that the present system of carry ing on 
the trade is advantageous to China?—I conceive very great 
advantages, result to China generally from foreign trade. The 
Chinese government has invariably, from the first periods of our 
intercourse with them clown to the present period, professed to 
hold it in contempt, but I believe they are well aware that very 
great advantages result to the empire generally from the foreign 
trade. 1 do not believe that any large sum is paid into the Im¬ 
perial Exchequer at Pekin in the shape of government revenue; 
I have heard that sum differently estimated, but I have seldom 
heard it stated to exceed two millions of dollars from the whole 
foreign trade; I have heard it so staled upon Chinese authority, 
which is always more or less a questionable authority; but I 
believe great advantages result to the country generally from the 
foreign trade, from the encouragement which it gives to native 
industry, from the numerous natives employed in different 
ways in the transactions of foreign commerce, and from the 
very flourishing state of .the southern provinces of the empire, 
among which I include the Tea provinces, which owe their pros¬ 
perous condition very materially to the foreign trade. I believe 
the appointments of the government offices at Canton are con¬ 
sidered amongst the best in the empire ; the Chinese themselves, 
in speaking of an appointment at Canton, call it quaintly pro - 
moling to Canton, considering it a promotion from oust of the 

ther°government situations in the empire. It affords to the 
government officers numerous opportunities of realizing fortunes, 
which they have not always the means of enjoying, from the in¬ 
security of property. 

174. Has any change token place in the trade within your 
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•Yes, very considerable changes have taken place Kiv. rsso. 
in the foreign trade generally. One of the greatest changes ^ 

which has taken place, and which? in my own opinion, will C 
sooner or later affect the security of our trade, is the enormous 
extent of the smuggling trade now carried on in China, amongst 
the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, to a very great 
extent indeed; so much so, that if the Chinese government had 
the inclination, I do not imagine they possess the means of put¬ 
ting it down, at least by any marine force which they have. 

That trade has originated very much in the opium trade, which 
used formerly to be carried on at the port of Macao, which was 
then principally &' the hands of the Portuguese; but by their 
enactments, which prevented other foreigners from engaging in 
it except naturalized Portuguese subjects, which enactments 
were principally passed ivith a view of excluding British mer¬ 
chants from any participation in its advantages, the opium trade 
was forced to Whampoa, which may be considered the port of 
Canton; there it was met by counteracting prohibitions and ex¬ 
actions of the Chinese government. It was then compelled to 
seek refuge amongst the islands in the mouth of the Canton river, 
where it is now carried on to a very great extent: indeed, not 
only in opium, but in articles of every description. Great np- 
prehensitfhs have arisen on the part of the persons connected 
with the Chinese government, of the deficiencies which are 
likely to arise in their legal duties, as well as in the profits of the 
situations of the Government officers in Canton, if the trade is 
permitted to increase in the manner in which it shows a disposi¬ 
tion to do at present. Such is the corrupt nature of the govern¬ 
ment, that the lower custom-house officers, who are appointed 
to put down smuggling, are frequently the persons by whose 
instrumentality it is carried on. There are other changes which 
have taken place in China during the period of my residence. 

I think the condition of British subjects in China, with reference 
to their relations with the Chinese government, has very mate¬ 
rially improved within my recollection, and the Company s trade 
in tea has increased considerably. 

175. Has the situation of British residents'in China been 


improved or otherwise, or their commercial interest promoted 
by the last embassy to Pekin ?~i think our situation has very 


materially improved; inasmuch as a very favourable impression 
was made upon the minds of the Chinese government, and 
indeed of the people generally, by the late embassy to Pekin, 
which arose very much out of the principles upon which that em¬ 
bassy was conducted—principles which I have always considered 
as the most conducive to the Company'* interests in China— 
namely, great conciliation in all intercourse with government, 
but at the same time perfect firmness and decision in all 
material points which involved either the national character 
there, or the interests of our commerce; and our national re¬ 
putation and commercial interests have ever had a near and 
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intimate connection. 1 have always seen in China, that what 
has proved injurious to our national reputation, has had an 
J r jsw (m ^ equally injurious effect upon our commercial interests: I believe 
it will continue to remain so. I conceive that our character 
Las been raised in public estimation in China by the conduct 
of Lord Amherst’s embassy; and I believe the resistance which 
Lord Amherst made to the requisitions of the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, which involved on the part of the foreigners the most 
humiliating compliances, has raised, at least preserved unim¬ 
paired, the British character in China. It is in the very nature 
of an arbitrary government to trample on abject submission, 
and to have its appetite increased by the very means which 
are adopted for its gratification. By a subservient course of 
conduct we should only have incurred degradation, without the 
shadow of an equivalent. In former years I am not prepared to 
say it was the case, but since I have known China, the 
representatives of' the Company have endeavoured as much as 
possible to proceed in such a manner in their intercourse with 
the government and people of the country, as not to sacrifice 
national character lor the acquirement of a temporary ad¬ 
vantage* 

176. Do you consider the Company’s representatives in 
China to possess a superior influence over other foreigners?— 
Certainly 1 do. 

177. From what cause ?—From the great magnitude of their 
trade, as well as from the superior importance which attaches 
to British residents in China, as in most parts of the world. 
A knowledge of the Company’s power and influence in India 
certainly contributes to the influence which their represen¬ 
tatives possess with the government of China—an influence 
which perhaps increases the jealousy and apprehension of the 
government; while it does so, it increases their anxiety to 
remain on good terms with us. When I speak of British re¬ 
sidents, I mean in any part of the world I have been in, I have 
generally seen British residents fully more respected than 
those of any other countries, and I think that enters into the 
causes which produce the estimation in which we are held in 
China. 

178. What general effect, in your opinion, would be produced 
in Chinn by the opening of the trade to China generally to 
British chips?—I consider that every increased number of 
British ships which resort to Canton more than is necessary for 
the trade, tend to endanger the security of the trade. I mean 
to say, that every increased resort of British subjects to Canton, 
by bringing them more into possible collision with the Chinese 
than they at present are under the existing system, would tend 
to endanger the security of that trade. I think a number of 
individuals would resort from this country who would enter 
into very active competition with each other in the markets 
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and to give higher prices for the productions of China than are ^ 
now given by the East-India Company. As the trade at 
present exists, the Company enter as an individual purchaser 
into the market, and have a very great control in consequence 
'over the markets of China, which I do not think individuals 
wQidd possess; I think it would be very difficult, in the re¬ 
stricted limits to which foreigners are generally confined in 
Canton, for British subjects generally to be admitted there; 

I think it would be found too small for their active competition, 
and that they would not submit to the required restrictions. I 
am of opinion that one of the immediate effects ot an open 
trade to China would be to raise the prices of tea in the Cantou 
market, which have remained for many years fixed, by the 
power of the Company enabling them to resist any attempts 
which have been made to raise them. I think also that the 
opening of the trade would very much endanger its security, 
by the increase which would take place in the foreign smug¬ 
gling trade; and I think its general effect would be to lower 
the English character in the estimation of the Chinese. 

179. Have you any means of knowing whether the Chinese 
authorities and the ftong merchants have formed any opinion 
of the advantage or otherwise to them of an open trade ?—-The 
government have at all times objected to innovation of any 
kind; and they have been so long accustomed to the manner 
in which the trade has been conducted, and to the regular 
system which they have been enabled to establish, that I think 
they would very unwillingly exchange it for any other. I have 
been told by the Chinese with whom I have conversed, that 
the officers connected with the government, upon hearing that 
changes were in contemplation, expressed themselves inimical 
to such changes. The Hong merchants themselves, at least 
the wealthier part of them, are decidedly against any change 
which would subvert the system on which the Company’s trade 
is conducted. Hovvqua, the senior Hong merchant, speaking 
in reference to the subject, said, he looked with dread and ap¬ 
prehension at an increased number of British ships; which 
implies an increased resort of British subjects arriving at 
Canton. 1 believe the Chinese to be perfectly satisfied with 
the extreme regularity with which the Company’s affairs are 
conducted, as well as with the good faith which is uniformly 
preserved by the Factory in their several transactions. 

180. Do you think that any increased consumption of British 
manufactured articles? would take place if the trade was more 
open to China than it now is ?~~ 1 am not disposed to think 
so; and my reasons for not thinking so are, that I have 
known the Chinese markets of late yeas frequently filled with 
English manufactures upon which prime cost could not be 
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realized. I have known several investments imported by Ameri- 
. cans and others, which have sold at a very considerable dis- 

' ‘"'jZ!. an St count; and I know that the Company have for many years, and 
in former times, sustained v ery great losses indeed upon the 
import trade into China from England. 

Idl. VV ill you explain to the Committee the mode in which the 
supercargoes buy and sell generally for the Company in China? 
—Our dealings take place directly with the Hong merchants, 
who come to the Factory. We partly hear from them the 
state of the markets generally', and we ascertain from other 


sources the state of those markets. All the transactions of the 
Company’s Servants are confined to the Hong merchants. In ¬ 
deed the Company is the only legal trader in relation to the 
Chinese laws at present in China. I mean that all other fo¬ 
reigners are more or less connected with the illicit trade. 

I8S. Are measures constantly taken for the increase of the 
consumption of British manufactures in China by the Company ? 
—Since I have been acquainted with China, and on reference 
to the records of the Company, I have found that the subject 
more than any other which the Company’s authorities in this 
country have urged on their servants in China has been, that 
they should use every endeavour to extend the consumption of 
British manufactures in China. I believe that anxiety has not 
been found wanting on the part of the Company’s representa¬ 
tives in China, both from a wish to maintain credit in the esti¬ 


mation of their employers, as well as from a desire to promote 
the general interests of British manufacturers. If selfish in¬ 
terests can be supposed to enter into the arrangement at all, of 
course our commissions would increase with increasing extent of 
sale. The greater the sale the greater our profits. But I be¬ 
lieve the anxiety of the Factory to promote the consumption of 
British manufactures in China originates in superior motives to 
any arising out of mere selfish considerations. 

183. What do you consider the impediments to a great ex¬ 
tension of trade /---The limits which the Chinese have set to the 
foreign trade ; their confining it to one remote corner of one of 
the southern provinces of the empire. The articles which we 
import into China are carried to the northern provinces through 
the interior of the country. I he Chinese have every facility of 
internal intercourse by navigable rivers and canals; but such a 
system is to a certain extent expensive. I conceive, also, the 
Chinese to have arrived at a very great perfection in their own 
manufactures, some of which are superior to our own, and existed 
many hundred years before we manufactured at all * perhaps 
their manufactures have not advanced in excellence for many 
hundred years. 

181. What articles are Imported into China in the shape of 
raw materials in the ships of the Company generally, and by 
private persons, from India ?r~The great import of raw material 
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Chinn in the ships of* the Company from India is cotton 18 FeK 1830. 
from the presidencies of Bombay and Bengal, and a small poif- 

Esq . 


tion from Madras; there are pepper and betel-nut, and rattans, C.Mvrprihaiih, 


and articles of that, description, which the Company of later 
years have left entirely to their officers, and is a part of the 
trade carried on by country ships* The country trade now in 
China forms, I conceive, a very important branch of the British 
trade, both from its extent, and from the profits which arise to 
the persons engaged in it It is a trade which, I believe, die 
Company's authorities in China have shewn every disposition to 
give every assistance to. They never considered that com¬ 
merce at. variance with that of'the Company. * 

185. Generally speaking, have the Company’s representatives 
encouraged to the utmost the import of the raw material Yes, 
they have done all in their power to promote it. 

186. Will you explain to the Committee the mode, in which 
the teas arc bought for the Company, and how they are ex¬ 
amined as to their quality, and their prices arranged?—The 
most considerable portion of the Company’s tea investment is 
contracted for by the Company with the Hong merchants, in 
the season previously to that in which the teas are delivered to 
them. The Hong merchants enter into engagements w ith the tea 
merchants, and make to them advances upon those contracts. 
The tea when it is brought to,Canton is submitted to the in¬ 
spection of tlie Company’s inspectors there, and indeed is sub¬ 
jected to every scrutiny which is supposed to be desirable to 
ascertain its quality. The Company have, 1 believe I may say, 
every leaf of black tea at their option ; I mean every parcel of 
black tea of any value is first offered to the Company, and is 
submitted to their inspection previously to its reception. 

187. Have they an equal advantage in respect to green teas ? 
—We experience competition with the Americans in respect to 
some of the classes of green teas, and they frequently give 
higher prices for those green teas than the Company's standard 
prices. The tea brokers themselves, I mean the green tea mer¬ 
chants, who deliver their teas to the Hong merchants, are a 
body of men consisting very nearly of 400. They are men of 
very small capital indeed; the advances are very much made to 
them from merchants in Canton. Those persons always show 
a greater wish to deal with the Company than with individual 
merchants* from the obvious reason that they consider them a 
more secure and regular customer, abetter customer and a bet¬ 
ter paymaster. 

188. The large amount, therefore, of the Company's trade, 
gives to their agents in China great influence with the Hong 
merchants?---Unquestionably, and with all the government au¬ 
thorities in any way connected with the foreign trade. 

189. Has not this influence been very beneficial to the whole 
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1830. foreign trade of the port?—I conceive the Company’s trade to 
” be very beneficial to the foreign trade generally. It has formed 
inmk&> 0 p }_ )rea i < water to that trade; having prevented innova¬ 

tions of the Chinese government, which they are always suffi¬ 
ciently disposed to make upon such privileges as we possess ; 
and having prevented several attempts which have been made 
to raise the prices of teas, and to levy exactions upon the trade. 
In some instances, though the trade in China, as far as regards 
the Chinese, is a monopoly at present, yet the government has 
endeavoured to make it a still closer monopoly, what they call 
a Co-Hong, which was to consist of two or three merchants. 
The prices imports and exports were to be fixed by the Chi¬ 
nese government, and that those Chinese merchants were merely 
to be the agents of the government. This, upon one occasion, 
was not only attempted by the local government at Canton, but 
it was confirmed by an imperial edict from Pekin, directing it to 
take place. The Company saw the danger which would arise 
from so closely restricted a system, and that we should be in the 
hands of the despots of the country, very much in the same 
way as we are in those of the Siamese and the Cochin-Chinese, 
when we attempt to trade with them at present, and they resisted 
that innovation. The Company’s power and influence in China, 
and their being able to make great pecuniary sacrifices in conse¬ 
quence of delays which took place, enabled them to become suc¬ 
cessful, and to prevent that attempt of the Canton government to 
make it a perfectly close and restricted government monopoly, 
though it was sanctioned by the Emperors commands from Pekin. 
I conceive that was one very important occasion on which the 
Company have prevented, by their power and influence, an 
innovation upon trade, which must have proved destructive 
of profits, not only to themselves, but to the foreign trade 
generally. 

190. When did that take place?—1814 was the year in 
which the discussions commenced; and the previous year the 
measure had been taken by the government. 

191. You stated that the Company resisted; in what way 
was the resistance evinced?—This attempt to establish a Co- 
Hong has been made on more than on one occasion; but the 
occasion to which I particularly allude was during my own re¬ 
sidence in the country, in 1814, when an attempt was made to 
break the junior Hong merchants, and sundry other attempts 
which 1 need not detail, because they are upon the Company’s 
records, to destroy the advantages we had in our commerce 
with China. The Select Committee then came to the determi¬ 
nation of stopping the trade, and intimated to the Chinese 
government that, under such circumstances, all amicable rela¬ 
tions between the two countries must terminate. This gave rise 
to discussions, which continued for several months, involving 
great losses to individuals, and very considerable inconvenience 
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loss to the Company; but the result was eminently sue- 18 Feb, 1830. 
cessful. The junior Hang merchants remained as they were, 
and the Imperial edict was not carried into effect. I conceive 
that the Company have been generally useful, to foreigners, in 
gradually doing away a number of exactions. When our ships 
first went to China they were compelled to submit to numerous 
inconveniences. The guns were taken out of the .ships, the 
rudders unhung, and they were placed entirely in subjection to 
the Chinese government; and it was in consequence of the 
opposition to those exactions that the government were induced 
to do away with them. Upon all those occasions, I think, when 
the Company have fought their own battle, they Have at the 
same time fought the battle of the trade in general. 

192. Have not the supercargoes occasion frequently to 
address the Viceroy or other authorities upon subjects con¬ 
nected with the British trade?—Frequently ; though of late 
years/perhaps, the/have been more infrequent, because their 
situation with reference to the government has been much im¬ 
proved. Of late years we have been left much more unmo¬ 
lested than I recollect the trade to have been in 1813, and years 
immediately following. 

193. In what language are petitions allowed to be pre« 
sented ?—It has been a regulation, as applicable to foreign trade, 
established by the Chinese government, that all addresses to 
them should be written in the European character. That regu¬ 
lation was made by the government, from a wish to place what 
construction they pleased upon the addresses which were made 
to them. In former years that was the case, and at present it 
exists in every, case, except in that of the Company. The Com¬ 
pany's representatives are the only persons in China who pos¬ 
sess the right, a right acknowledged by the government, of 
addressing them in the language of China. 

194 Is there a knowledge of the Chinese language among 
the members of the Factory ?—'Very many of the members of 
the Factory speak the language of China. Every encourage¬ 
ment has been given to them to acquire a knowledge of it. by 
the Company, in holding forward prospects of cert ain pecuniary 
rewards, as Well as of approbation of their conduct. In addi¬ 
tion, some men possess anxiety for literary reputation; but l 
conceive a knowledge of the peculiar language of China to have 
been more materially promoted by Dr. Morrison than by any 
other individual whom X have ever known in China. He has 
been interpreter in the Company’s employ now for upwards of 
twenty years ; and the great knowledge he has acquired of the 
Chinese language has enabled him to be eminently successful, 
not only on the occasion of the last embassy to Pekin, but on 
numerous others, which are almost daily occurring with the 
Chinese. He speaks the language almost as fluently as he does 
English. I believe one of the largest sums which has ever been 
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1830. expended upon the publication of a work, has been by the 
r — Company, in the publication of Dr. Morrison’* Chinese Dio 
CMarpribni tfo, tiouary, which eminently facilitates the acquisition of the lan¬ 
guage. X think the expense of the Company in that work could 
not have been less than £12,000 sterling; and that dictionary 
is at this moment employed by the Japanese as a medium of 
translation into their own language. The colloquial language 
of Japan is different from the Chinese, but they use the same 
character. 

195. Does Dr. Morrison still receive a salary from the Com¬ 
pany?—He is their interpreter. 1 mention Dr; Morrison’s name, 
because I think lum eminently conspicuous as a Chinese scholar ; 
and I think the advantages which have resulted from his ser¬ 
vices have been very great indeed. He went out as a mission¬ 
ary upon his own account at first, with a view to the objects of 
his mission, which X believe have’not been very successful. 

196. Are there any foreigners resident in Chirm, as far as you 
know, who are masters of the language?—There are none of 
the foreign residents in China who possess any knowledge of the 
language, if J except the Portuguese padr&y at Macao. I am 
not acquainted with any foreigner at this moment at Cantonwho 
possesses a knowledge of the language, except persons connected 
w ith the Factory. The resident merchants certainly have riot; 
it h not their business; they go there for commercial purposes; 
and it is a language which requires almost the devotion of a life 
to acquire any useful knowledge of it. 

197. Have you any means Of knowing whether the American 
trade in China has increased or decreased of late years ?—Within 
the last two or three years the trade has very materially de¬ 
creased. I have an abstract of the American imports and ex¬ 
ports ; it is taken from American sources of information, and 
from this I find in J 825-6 the Americans had 42 ships in China, 
and that the amount of their imports was 7,700,000 dollars, and 
their exports 8.900,OOO dollars : in 1826-7 the number of the 
ships was reduced to 26, the amount of their imports was. 
3,800,000 dollars, and their exports 4,300,000 dollars ; in 1827-8 
the number of American ships in China was only 20, being less 
by half than what it h#d been in 1825-6; in that year .the 
amount of their imports was 6,200,000 dollars, and the amount 
of the exports 6,000,000; and when I left China in December 
1828-9, there had only arrived in China 12 vessels. I have 
received no later account of the amount of the American trade, 
nor to my knowledge is there any in this country; but this 
exhibits within the last few years a very remarkable' falling-olf 
in the amount of the American trade to China. I may men¬ 
tion, as confirmatory of that fact, that Mr. Edward Thompson, 
of Philadelphia, who is the largest ship-owner X have known in 
the American trade connected with China, who had five or six 
'Vessels in China, in his deposition which’was laid before Con- 
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gress, explanatory of the deficiency in his payment of duties, 18 
stated that he had engaged in the Chinese trade with live or six 

__ 1 . _ T j ... ...._ ! 4 . w 1 ...F OllA A/ aIImu.-i., <•. -s tv] ^ 


vessels, with a capital of 8O0>OOO dollars* as applicable to that c * 1 a ^[ m 8 * 
trade, and that he had himself, as an individual, trader, paid a 
larger sum to the American government in the shape of duties 
than he believed my other individual ; I think he stated 
14,000,000 of dollars, and at that moment he said he was a 
bankrupt. 1 mention him as being the largest. American ship¬ 
owner I have known as connected witli the China trade. The 
result of the information which I have derived from the Ame¬ 
rican agents themselves resident in China, certainly has been uiir 
favourable to the profits of their trade generally. Some of the 
American agents have realized money by dealing in opium and 
by other means, but I believe those that have engaged in com¬ 
merce between China and the United States, and in later years 
belween China and Foreign Europe, have not been at all suc¬ 
cessful ; ic some instances very much the reverse. This estimate 
exhibits a statement of the American trade from 1804-5 till 
1827-8 ; it was copied principally from the book of an American 
resident in Canton, but it was derived entirely from American 
sources, and therefore I imagine it to be correct. 

[ The 'witness delivered in the statement, 'which ivas read, as 

follows* ] 

ESTIMATE of the Total Amount and Value of the American Exi>orts 
and Imports. 


Seasons. 


N° of Ships. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1804-130;.). 


34 

Dollars' 

3,555,818 

DpUars, 

3,842,000 

1805-1806. 


42 

5,326,358 

5,127,000 

18060 807. 


37 

3,877,362 

4,294,000 

1807-1308.. 


33 

3,940,090 

3,470,000 

18084809. 


8 

479,850 

808,000 

18094810.. .. ». 


37 

5,744,600 

5,715,000 

18104311. 


16 

2,898,800 

2,973,000 

1811-1812. 


25 

3,132,810 

2,771,000 

18124 813. 


8 

1,453,000 

620,000 

181348144815. 


9 

451,500 

572,000 

18154816.. .... 


30 

2,527,500 

4,220,000 

, 18164817...... 


38 

5,609,600 

5,703,000 

18174818...... 


39 

7,076,828 

6,777,000 

1818-1819,..... 


47 

9,867,208 

9,057,107 

I 18194 820. 


43 

8,185,800 

8,173,000 

18204 821.. 


26 

•4J)35,000 

4,038,000 

18214822,. ..... 

, . 

45 

8499,741 

7,058,741 

18224823,..,.. 


40 

8,339,389 

7,523,492 

1B23-1U24. 


34 

6,315,1.27 

5,677,149 

18244825. 


43 

8,962,045 

8,501,119 

18254826. 


42 

7,770,301 

8,949,562 

18264827..-... 


26 

3,843,717 

4,363,788 

18274 828. 


20 

6,238,788 

6,559,925 

.. 1828-1829...... 


.12 vessc 

?Is only in (^hiiia on 1st December. 






































EVIDENCE ON EAST-INBIA AFFAIRS 


( s 


€. Marjimbanks 
- Esq. 


198* Is it not understood that the senior Hong merchant, 
Howqua, has embarked in the American trade on his own 
account/—When I was first acquainted with the trade in 
18.13-14', How qua was very considerably engaged* with the 
Americans. At that period, and some years subsequently, I 
believe the American trade to have been very profitable, at the 
period when they were acting as carriers to the world generally, 
when British ships were excluded very much from the ports 
of foreign Europe ; but latterly, for several years, he has entirely 
withdrawn from his connection with the Americans, solely upon 
the ground, I believe, of his having found it very unprofitable. 
I have that information derived from himself, that he found his 
last speculations connected with the Americans not at all 
profitable. 


199. Do )'ou consider that the American* purchase their teas 
on equally favourable terms with the * Company I think the 
Company have a decided advantage in the purchase of teas over 
any other competitor, inasmuch as all the classes of black teas 
are in the first distance submitted to them ; and if they are dis¬ 
posed to give the same prices for green teas as the Americans, 
I believe the Chinese would infinitely rather deal with them 
than with the Americans or any other individuals. When the 
Americans give larger prices, of course the Chinese, proceeding 
upon common commercial principles, deliver their teas to them 
when their security of payment is good. 

200. Has the price of tens generally to the Company been 
increased or decreased latterly ?_ One of the advantages which 
I conceive to have arisen from the Company’s system is, that it 
has kept the teas at a fixed price. An attempt was made in 
1819 and 1820, by combinations of the green tea merchants, 
and afterwards of the black tea merchants, to raise the prices of 
teas most materially. In the case of the green tea merchants, 
it was a very strict combination amongst the individuals con¬ 
nected with the trade; they met together and expressed their 
determination to maintain their prices. The Company were 
equally obstinate, and were not disposed to yield to their terms. 
A considerable delay took place in the sailing of the Company’s 
ships from China, and of course loss to the Company upon de¬ 
murrage; but; the Company’s possession of capital enabled them 
to sustain that loss, and the combination amongst the Chinese 
tea merchants was broken in consequence, while the Company 
had the power of punishment in their own hands. They refused 
to receive the teas, even though of a good quality, from the tea 
merchants who had been the principal persons connected with 
this combination, and bankruptcy and very serious losses were 
the consequence to those merchants of the rejection of the tea 
by the Company. 1 he Company eventually succeeded in main¬ 
taining prices at their former standard. That is one particular 
occasion which I remember where the Company have main* 
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Samed the prices of teas. An occasion occurred in 1825, where 18 Feb. 1930, 
the Company reduced the prices of their contract teas consi- r 
derably, one tale per peeul; they received the teas at reduced V-M'W^anks, 
prices, by which a saving resulted to the Company of £20,000 *** 

sterling* per annum. 

201. How much is a tale and a peeul?—Sirs; shillings and 
eigbtpence is the conventional value of a tale ; and a peeul is 
13% lbs. The real value of the tale is not, however, more than 
6,?.; I mean if a tale weight of dollars silver were melted down, 
it would not yield more pure silver than that contained in 6s, 

202, Does the American Consul in China possess an efficient 
control over his countrymen there ?—1 do not consider at all 
efficient for the good conduct of the trade : indeed he possesses 
very little power beyond having the right of administering an 
oath; and upon some occasions where his prnver has been called 
in question, the Americans have made a very unhappy exhibi¬ 
tion. Upon an important occasion, which was in 1821, when 
a seaman belonging to one of their ships was accused of homi¬ 
cide, and where, from every inquiry that was made, the man, 

I believe, was entirely innocent of the crime imputed to him, 
the Chinese, as usual, demanded that he should be given up. 

The Consul, who was a man of much good feeling, resisted 
that demand ; but his countrymen, and the persons connected 
with the trade, and the captains of the ships, formed themselves 
into a combination, as it were, against the Consul, and resisted 
his wishes. The seaman, who was a Sicilian by birth, was sur¬ 
rendered into the hands of the Chinese. I believe this Associa¬ 
tion of the Americans so far sheltered themselves under the 
plea that, he was not a citizen of the United States, and that 
they were not compelled to protect him. He was surrendered 
to the Chinese government, strongly against the private indi¬ 
vidual remonstrances of members of the Br itish Factory. The 
select committee, as a public body, was not called upon to in¬ 
terfere in it The unfortunate man, when delivered up to the 
Chinese, underwent a mere sham trial. He scarcely spoke 
English (he was a Sicilian by birth) ; nobody but Chinese inter¬ 
preters were present; his hand was covered with ink, anti he 
ignorantly placed the impression of it upon a paper, which was 
a confession of his guilt. It was expected, as in other cases of 
homicide, the sentence would be referred to the Emperor for 
his sanction: instead of that, the seaman, without any intima¬ 
tion, was carried to the place of public execution three days 
afterwards, and strangled. I believe that is a case which has 
tended vqry much to degrade the foreign character in China, and 
which may have a very prejudicial influence upon the foreign 
relations in China. I believe the American character, in the 
estimation even of the Chinese, was very considerably lowered 
by that act. By it was in some measure subverted the prece¬ 
dent which the British Factory had on several previous similar 
occasions succeeded in establishing, by strenuously opposing 
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execution of the merciless and indiscriminating laws of 
T: China. I have .known one or two individuals, American iher- 

aiUywt. t’Hhs> c i mnts> j n Canton, who were persons of great respectability ; 
" but their general mercantile character in China certainly stands 

very far from high—I mean in relation to their commercial 
transactions, I ought to state, that the .American Consul, who 
had thus proved the inefficiency of his power, wits so disgusted 
with the proceedings of his countrymen, that he immediately 
resigned his situation. 

203. In, the event of the trade being open to British subjects 
generally, do you apprehend that the appointment of a King’s 
Consul will ensure that respectability w hich is now' given to 1 the 
chief supercargo of the Company ?—I conceive that a peraan pos¬ 
sessing the power of King’s Consul alone, unless that power was 
backed by some other influence, would not be successful in con¬ 
trolling his countrymen there, or 1 regulating our intercourse with 
the Chinese. My reason for thinking so is, that the Chinese have 
on all occasions refused to acknowledge any government autho¬ 
rity whatever, or any King's officers. Upon occasions where 
officers of his Majesty’s ships have been in China, when discus¬ 
sions have arisen out of their coining into collision with the 
Chinese, the Company have always requested the Chinese 
government to communicate with the officers of his Majesty’s 
ships, stating as their reason that they possess no authority over 
them. The answer of the Chinese has always been, “ we ac¬ 
knowledge no authority in China but the Company’s Factory, 
through whom alone we will communicate.’ When an English 
admiral was in China, which took place in 1908—when Admi¬ 
ral Drury was conducting his ill-concerted expedition, the same 
language was held by the government . In former years the Com¬ 
pany’s Chief did possess the powers of King’s Consul. In 1(198, 
indeed, at one time there were two King’s. Consuls in China, 
the representatives of rival East-India Companies. I believe 
considerable advantage would arise from the Company's Chief 
in China being vested with the powers of King’s Consul ; not 
that I think the Chinese wquld consider his situation changed, 
but that it would give him a more distinct power, which the 
representatives of the East-India Company really do not possess, 
on occasions of homicide, or others, when they arc placed in 
situations of very great difficulty indeed, and when they are loft 
entirely to proceed upon the principles of common sense j but 
there arc no laws made for their protection ifr China, pud no 
sufficient instructions given for their guidance in very embar¬ 
rassing situations with the Chinese. I allude to occasions of 
murder and homicide occurring. Even in cases where they be¬ 
lieve there has been murder, theydiave not the power of exa¬ 
mining evidence upon oath ; and murder has. often to be 
proved upon circumstantial evidence; they cannot, therefore, 
unless under the certainty of the crime having been committed, 
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lOfk-r an individual. They are equally required to do so in 
cases of homicide by the Chinese? government, whose law is very 
indiscrimi.uarijng upon that subject; their situation, therefore, 
becomes very embarrassing indeed. The Company’s Factory 
have been told that the necessity of submission to the laws of 
the country in which they resided might be pleaded as suffi¬ 
cient to justify them in pursuing a different course from what 
they have done; but they have declined sheltering themselves 
under such an unworthy plea of justification. 

204. Will you be good enough to give the Committee any 
information you possess with reference to the growth of tea in 
the interior ? -The black tea imported by the East-In dia Com¬ 
pany is grown and manufactured in the province of Fokien, 
with the exception of about one-third of that aort called by us 
bohea, which third part, is produced in the north-eastern corner 
of the province of Canton, in a district called Wo-Ping, which 
gives its name to the tea in question. The green tea is all 
grown in the province of Kiang-nan, Kiang-si, and Che-Kiang, 
but chiefly in the two former. The tea-plants of all these pro¬ 
vinces are supposed to be of one species; the difference in the 
manufactured article arising f om difference of soil, climate, and 
manufacture. Green tea has been* made in the districts from 
whence the black tea comes, and vice vend. Some of the buds 
of the plant in Fokien are picked in the early part of the spring, 
before they have burst: those form the pekoe tea, the most 
valuable part, of the plant; of which buds a small portion is 
mixed with the best parcels of congo, to give them a flavour. 
Pekoe is also brought to Canton unmixed with other leaves. 
The tea sent to iiussia is said to be pekoe, slightly adulterated 
by the mixture of other leaves. In the beginning of May the 
leaves are stripped off the plant; a new crop k then thrown 
out., and picked about six weeks afterwards, and a third crop 
about the end of the summer; the two first pickings are the 
best, and nearly equal in quality. The third crop of leaves 
yields tea of little strength and inferior flavour: hence the best 
crops are composed wholly of the choice leaves of the two first 
gatherings, with a small sprinkling of the buds or pekoe. The 
inferior crops contain a larger share of the third pickings, and 
none of the pekoe. The black tea in Fokien is said to be cul¬ 
tivated largely by cottagers in small plots of ground or gardens. 
The leaves are picked by the family, and are immediately car¬ 
ried to market, where persons,whose business lies in that line, 
collect quantities of them, and manufacture them in part, that is, 
expose them to be dried by the wind under the shade, and after¬ 
wards to he further dried in a heated warehouse. The persons 
whom we call tea merchants, and the agents of the Hong mer¬ 
chants, come to the tea districts, and purchase from the men be¬ 
fore-mentioned quantities of the dried leaves of the first, second, 
and third gatherings, discriminating the leaves of young and old 
plants, of those grown in well-known favourable spots, Sec. Sec. 
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then complete the drying process, according as it may be 
requisite, and employ women and children to select the hard, 
uMcn^orihatih, t j, e ^eat leaves, with more or less discrimination, according to 
the object of making very fine, middling, or common tea* The 
tea is made into parcels of from 100 to 600 chests each, with a 
distinctive name to each parcel and conformity of quality, where 
the tea merchant acts honestly; hence those parcels of tea 
which, under certain Chinese names, have proved in a series of 
years of excellent quality and similar characters, and which are 
greatly sought after at the London sales, are not the produce of 
any particular farm, but owe their character to the skill and good 
faith with which the tea merchant or the Hong merchants' agent 
have executed theiv commissions in selecting only superior par- 
cels of leaves in the market of Woo-y-shan. Green tea is brought 
from the three provinces above-mentioned. Like the black tea, 
the different classes are formed by selecting the better from the 
inferior leaves after they have been dried ; the light leaves, 
separated by a winnowing machine from the heavier, form 
* hyson skins; much of the skins of twankay are told as hyson 

skins. Copper is never used in making green tea. The bloom¬ 
ing appearance of hyson, gunpowder, &c. is said to arise from 
the effects of carefully roasting the leaves in iron vases placed 
over a fire, and by rubbing them against the sides of the vessel; 
in this process with the green teas much skill is requisite; and 
there is a class of persons who are hired by some of the tea 
merchants to superintend their respective manufactories. The 
bohea tea is composed partly of the lower grades of the Vu-y- 
shan tea, which has been left unsold after the departure of the 
last ships of the season, and partly of the tea grown in the dis¬ 
trict of Canton called Wo-Ping. The green tea merchants who 
come annually to Canton are supposed to be very numerous, 
about 400, many with very small adventures ; the black tea 
merchants are fewer in number, but it is believed that there i{3 
not one of either party sufficiently provided with funds to be 
able to trade on his own capital. The Hong merchants ad¬ 
vance the tea merchants from 2,000 to 3,000 tales per chop of 
congo or twankay, by which means the article is procured ; 
formerly, that is until about 1814 or 1815, the East-India Com¬ 
pany had for a long period themselves advanced such sums as 
those above stated to the, Hong merchants, by whom the 
money was transferred to the tea merchant. The plan was 
abandoned, because partly it. was found in a great, degree to 
compel an acceptance of the tea provided, whether good or 
bad, as the only means of recovering the loan ; and partly 
from a desire to lessen as much as possible the exte?it of the 
East-India Company’s property at risk in China. The richer 
HOng merchants each send a purser or clerk to the black 
tea country to manufacture for them a few chops j)f tea, 
which usually prove the best of the investment; and they 
assert that these first class teas do not pay them profit in 
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_ ottion to the inferior sorts, and that they continue the J8'Feb. 1880 
partial manufacture of the former only to satisfy the Company’s -7“* 
earnest demand for them, and in consideration of the larger CiMrufatibanH, 
share of business allotted to them. In an open trade these '***' 
motives would not exist. 

205. Will you inform the Committee of the mode in which 
the woollens from this country are disposed of to the Hong 
merchants ?—The woollens are disposed of to the Hong mer¬ 
chants under very favourable circumstances as regards charges, 
inasmuch as what the Hong merchants call the Consoo charges, 
which are the charges arising out of the operations connected 
with the expenses of their own Hongs, are not levied upon our 
manufactured woollens at all. They are, in the first instance, 
delivered to the Hong merchants, who have upon all occasions, 
since l have been acquainted with them, declared that they sus¬ 
tained losses upon the Company’s woollens, and they only con¬ 
sented to receive them on consideration of the large purchases 
of tea made by the Company. Through tire influence of the 
Hong merchants, the tea merchants are induced to receive a 
considerable portion of those woollens in payment of the teas 
received from them; and by that means, I believe, the woollens 
find their way into the interior of the country with greater 
facilities than they could otherwise do. 

206. Is there not that confidence in the Company’s mark, that 
a bale of goods so marked will go all over China?—I believe 
that has been proverbial for many years ; and I believe not only 
upon the Company’s mark, but the Company’s seal, whenever 
that is affixed, they consider it a pledge of safety and security. 

I may say the same of the word of the Company’s servant passed 
on matters of business; no written engagements are required. 

“ It is enough if it is in the Company’s book,” has been the com¬ 
mon answer of a Hong merchant, when large sums have been 
owing to him, sometimes to the amount of half a million sterling. 

207. Do you apprehend that a bale of goods which had riot 
the Company's mark would experience the same ready transit, 
and have the same security attached to it?-—It would not be 
received without examination and measurement. 

208. Do you believe that a supply of tea could be obtained 
by the consumers in this country at ’a cheaper rate than it now 
is", if the trade were thrown open ?—1 conceive, with reference 
to what I have stated as to the competition that would ensue 
among individuals of the British mercantile community in the 
markets of Canton, one of the immediate results of that would 
be to raisesthe prices of teas. It might be supposed that that 
might be met by an increased manufacture of teas. As far as 
green teas are concerned, we know that cannot be, for we have 
iiever received green teas enough ; there has been an increasing 
demand for green teas, and not a proportionate increased 
supply. With respect to the better classes of black teas, for the 
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reason which I gave in a former answer, that the Hong mer- 
CIforio*ik i' G ^ mn *' s derive little or no profit upon them, I think they would 
. jew ° n ,n t ofc be produced; probably their production would discon¬ 
tinue ; but the inferior sorts of black teas might, I have no doubt, 
be increased in quantity if there was a decidedly increased de¬ 
mand *br them. X conceive that the increase of quantity could 
only be accompanied by a corresponding deterioration in quality. 
From every attention i have given to the subject, I believe that, 
so far as the Company’s purchases of teas in China are con* 
corned, and the charges upon them there, tea is supplied by 
them to the English consumer cheaper than it could be under 
any other system. 

209. Were you a member of the select committee at Canton ? 
—1 was. 

210 . Will you be good enough to state to the Committee if 
you know in what other articles, besides opium, the smuggling 
trade is carried on upon the coast bf China?—I conceive that 
at present it extends to articles, more or less, of every descrip¬ 
tion ; not on the coast of China, but among the islands in the 
month of the Canton river. 

211. Articles of British manufacture ?~ I am not aware of 
any individual instance where smuggling of articles of British 
manufacture has existed; but I know nothing to preclude it;. 

212 . Can you state what were the articles of British manu¬ 
facture imported by the Americans on which you stated that you 
supposed a loss had been sustained at Canton ?—I understood 
from American agents at Canton, that losses had been sustained 
by their imports into Canton, both on woollens and on cotton 
piece-goods imported in American ships. 

213. Has there been, during the period of your residence 
there, any suspension of the commercial intercourse between the 
Chinese and all British subjects trading to Canton ?<—There hasf. 

214 Will you be good enough to state on what occasions that 
took place ?—The first serious one was in 1814. 

215. How did that originate?—It, arose immediately from the 
act of the Company’s representatives themselves, who suspended 
the trade in consequence of the conduct of the Chinese govern ¬ 
ment towards them; in consequence, as I think I have stated, of 
an attempt to establish a Co-hong system; in consequence of our 
ships being fired at ,* natives in our employment being seized and 
punished; and in consequence of acts which showed ah hostility 
on the part of the Chinese government to such an. extent that 
our amicable i elutions could not be continued; and,the Select 
Committee, under those difficulties, themselves intimated to the 
Chinese government the necessity of suspending the trade. 

216. When you speak of the Company, you mean the Fac¬ 
tory ?—I mean the Company’s representatives. 

217. IIow long did that suspension continue It continued 
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ons/derable time. 1 cannot say the precise period, but I 
ieve about two months. 

218. Did it extend to all British ships at Canton ?—In the 
first instance there was a disposition on the part of the country 
trade at Canton to consider their separate interests. The Select 
Committee’s reply to them was this, that in cases where the Com¬ 
pany’s individual interests alone are concerned, we do not wish 
any other persons to be involved $ but in cases which concern 
the interests of the British trade generally, if a measure has been 
taken by us to produce an influence upon the mind of the 
Chinese government, we must make that measure as operative 
as possible ; and under those circumstances they suspended the 
British trade generally. It was a strong measure, and was very 
naturally objected to by individuals who were suffering incon¬ 
veniences from losses they sustained. Some were very clamorous; 
but the Select. Committee, who were exercising what they con¬ 
sidered a public duty, were not deterred from the performance 
of it, and the trade was suspended in consequence. Jin inter¬ 
ruption took place for, I think, two months. Mandarins were 
deputed to negotiate with the Company's authorities at Canton; 
and the result of that negotiation was, that the principal points 
on which the Company insisted were conceded to them, and the 
trade restored to its former footing. I may mention this, which 
occurred in 1814, as, I believe, the only instance upon record, 
as far as I cun speak, where the Chinese government consented 
to enter into what may be considered a treaty with any foreign 
representatives. 

219. Will you be good enough to state the next occasion on 
which a suspension took place of all commercial intercourse be¬ 
tween the Chinese and the British ?—I think no other occasion 
occurred till the year 1820, when I was absent from China, when 
a Chinese was accidentally shot by an officer belonging to one of 
the Company’s ships. 

220. Was the suspension an act of the Chinese government, 
or of the Company’s supercargo ?—Of the Chinese government 
on that occasion; they demanded the life of* the individual, and 
the Committee would not surrender him. 

221. How long was the trade suspended upon that occasion ? 
—For a very short period ; my recollection is, that it was only 
for a few days. 

222. How did it terminate ?— The result was of a very pecu¬ 
liar nature. The day that the Chinese was found killed, a 
butcher, belonging to one of the Company's ships, had com¬ 
mitted suicide; the Hong merchants heard of the circumstance, 
and said that, it was a very extraordinary thing that this suicide 
should have immediately followed the murder of the Chinese. 
There was no anxiety upon the part of the Chinese government 
then to enter into coHimon with the English, and still less anxiety 
on the part of the English to enter into collision with them. 
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The Hong merchants were anxious that no differences should 
arise; they mentioned the above circumstance to the Chinese 
government, and it was eagerly seized by them, A deputation 
of Mandarins was sent to the Company’s ships : they examined 
the evidence of one or two sailors upon the subject.; who I be¬ 
lieve said that they thought it was very extraordinary that the 
butcher should have died the same dav as the Chinese, and the 
deputed Mandarins determined that fhe butcher was the mur¬ 
derer. 

223. You have adverted to the nature and extent of the coun¬ 
try trade ; can you state the probable amount of tonnage em¬ 
ployed in the country trade from the different ports in India to 
Canton ?—It is in the public statements laid before Parliament. 
I have of late years seen about seventy country ships in China 
annually. 

224. Do you think the extent of tonnage employed in the 
country trade is more or less than that employed by the East- 
India Company in the port of Canton ?—Some years ago we 
used to consider the whole British trade as nearly divided; the 
Company’s trade used to be about 20,000 tons, and the country 
trade about 20,000 tons ; of late years the Company’s trade has 
fluctuated. In 1827 the Company’s tonnage was about 37,700 
tons, and in that year I consider it was beyond the country trade. 
I am not prepared to state what tlie amount of the country ton¬ 
nage is, but it is very considerable, and I consider it a very 
important part of the British trade to China. 

225. Do you conceive the country trade has been increasing 
during the period of your stay in China ?—I do. This has 
chiefly arisen from the enormous increase in the consumption 
of opium by the Chinese, who now give some 10,000,000 or 
12,000,000 * of dollars, for what can only be considered a 
poison. 

226. How is the country trade carried ou; is it carried on 
through the interference of the Company’s servants at Canton? 
—The commercial transactions are carried on perfectly distinct 
from those of the Company. The persons connected with the 
country trade have often, when steps have been taken by the 
Committee which involved their interests, raised objections ; 
but upon occasions where difficulties have arisen, where the per¬ 
sons connected with the country trade became involved with the 
Chinese, they generally have applied to the Company’s autho¬ 
rities. One occasion I remember, when I was last in China. 
A country captain in 1826 arrived from Whampoa, and men¬ 
tioned that a Chinese had been killed on board his ship. The 
Select Committee immediately upon hearing this, instead of 
waiting till the report reached the ears of government, sent a 
deputation into the city, and stated that a Chinese had been 
killed on board a country ship, whose death they considered to 
have arisen entirely from accident. From the manner in which 
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statement was made, die Chinese expressed themselves 18 Feb. 1830; 
satisfied. I believe that is one occasion in which, if the Com- - 7-7 

pany. had not interfered, the country trade might have been 
involved in serious difficulties. I remember other instances in 
which the Company’s interference has been called for to protect 
the interests of the country trade-' It is going too much into 
detail to mention those instances*. T,remember one occasion 
particularly, where an attempt w as* made by officers of the Chi¬ 
nese governmen t to search the country ship^lyingat Whampoa, 
which it was considered would be a ver^ serious matter were it 
ever submitted to, The persons competed with- the country 
ships applied to the Company, * who immediately interppsed 
their influence, and prevented a search taking place. 

&27. Are the Committee to understand that the GoTmtry trade 
is conducted at Canton by commercial agents, or commanders 
of the country traders, without'the intervention of the,. East- 
In dia Company's servants at all ?—The operations of buying and 
selling are ; hut on occasions which involve protection, or which 
involve rights, the members of tile British mercantile, commu¬ 
nity apply to the Select Committee, as the only authority that 
Is likely to obtain them redress. They have not the means of 
addressing the Chinese government, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants. 

228, Have the Select Committee the means of communica¬ 
ting with the Chinese government, except through the medium 
of the Hong merchants?—'The Select Committee are the only 
foreign residents who possess tfye'rijjht of addressing the govern¬ 
ment in the Chinese language* When, their'addresses are sent 
in to government, they are sent by.the Hong merchants ; but 
they are sealed with the 'Companyseal,* and delivered in an 
unbvokeh state into*the hands of the government. 

. 229, Are you^aware of any instance in which a personal in¬ 
terview has been given by the Chinese authorities at Canton to 
any of the Company’s servants?--Several. 

230. Upon What occasion ?—There have been occasion^ when 
the Viceroy has accepted entertainments on board the yhips of 
the Company, which is the strongest case that couljl occur. 

When the Imperial Legate accompanied the embassy from 
Pekin, who is a still higher authority than the Viceroy, he 
came to the Company’s Factory and dined with us. 

231. Did he come down to meet, the ambassador?—He came 
in attendance on him ; but-there are numerous instances where 
the Company’s records exhibit statements of personal confe¬ 
rences with the officers of the Chinese government. 

232. The question applies to tbe,.time of your own personal 
knowledge* during the time you were in China, whether during 
that period you are acquainted with any personal interview 
Iraving been granted by the Chinese authorities to any of the 
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Company's servants on business ?— Upon occasion of annoimc- 
^mibanks ir!g . the emb assy, a deputation of the Company's servants 
I^vy. ’ ’ waited on the Viceroy, and announced to him the embassy 
personally. We conceive it generally better, in consequence 
of the rigidity of the Chinese forms, to carry on our commu¬ 
nication with the government as much as possible by correspon¬ 
dence ; but some of the Chinese, high in rank, frequently come 
to the Company's factory and accept of entertainments: they 
are received on friendly terms. On such occasions we avoid 
business; for the Chinese conceive there is great want of taste 
in speaking to them about points of business, if you ask them 
to your house. Much want of tact has been shown on some 
occasions by foreigners, who have marred the good-will and 
civil disposition of their guests by very ill-timed and unseasona¬ 
ble applications. 

233. Was the interview upon that occasion, with reference 
to the embassy, connected with any part of the commercial 
affairs of the Company?—Of course it was not; he was the 
King’s authority sent to the country, and as such he was an¬ 
nounced. 

234. Were there any commercial matters touched upon at 
the interview?—I believe it would have been considered highly 
indecorous if they had been alluded to. 

235. Have the Chinese authorities admitted any direct inter¬ 
com* 3e with the servants of the East-India Company on com¬ 
mercial matters; or are not all communications carried on 
through the Hong merchants or through the linguists?*--Un¬ 
questionably not. I think I have stated, that in 1814 a depu¬ 
tation of Mandarins was sent to the Factory for the purpose of 
adjusting the differences with the Company.. The Mandarin 
deputed was a person of very high rank, and he came to the 
Factory on several successive days, and discussed the various 
points till the necessary arrangements were made. There are 
numerous other instances where we have had intercourse with 
tliein. 

236. Was he a member of the Canton government; was he 
a Viceroy ?—He w f as deputed by the Viceroy ; he wa 3 a man 
of very high rank. 

237. Are you aware of any application having been made by 
the Select Committee for an interview on any commercial mat¬ 
ters or business of any kind ?•—I speak of that case in 1814 as 
being intimately connected with the commerce of the Company. 
On minor occasions, if there are differences, for example, about 
landing cargoes from ships, the Company’s servants consider it 
much better to avoid requesting an interview upon such occa¬ 
sions, and send their addresses to the Hoppo, who is the head 
of the Customs. I believe men in high official situations in 
China, as elsewhere, would consider it a very great inconvenience 
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238. Are you aware, at any period during your residence in 
China, of an application having been made by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, or any of its- members, for an interview with the Vice¬ 
roy of Canton or any constituted Chinese' authorities, on the 
commercial • affairs of the East-Indiu Company?—I think this 
in 1814 was a demand which comes under the description con¬ 
templated in the question; it was a (demand 4b# an interview, 
and an adjustment of their commercial relations. There have 
been, however, several other occasions.' 

239. How was that application answered ?—By the deputa¬ 
tion of a Mandarin^a man of high rank. 

240. What took place with that Mandarin who came to the 
Factory ? --• There were other Mandarins who came with him, 
and the affairs in discussion were satisfactorily adjusted. 

241., The Chinese answered that demand by sending a depu¬ 
tation of Mandarins to the Factory ?•—Yes. 

242. Are you aw^re of any instance in which any of the 
sailors in the ships carrying on the Indian trade to China, or 
any of their supercargoes, or any one connected with them, 
conducted themselves at (Canton in such a manner as to occa¬ 
sion any interruption to the commercial intercourse between 
the Chinese and the British Hag at Canton?—The India ships 
are manned bv native sailors almost entirely, who are very dif¬ 
ferent indeed from our English sailors. 

243. Are you aware of any interruption having been occa”’ 
sinned between the Chinese'and the British, by any of the 
crews of the ships carrying on the trade between British India 
and Canton ?—-Not during my residence. I have known in¬ 
stances which I have seen upon the Company’s records. The 
Lascars are a very inoffensive people, who would submit to in¬ 
sults of different kinds, They have none of the bold intre¬ 
pidity, or careless and reckless character of English sailors. 

I think the extraordinary matter is not that so many differences 
have occurred with the Chinese, but that so few have occurred, 
which I attribute very much to the excellent discipline of the 
Company’s ships, and the character of the officers by whom 
those ships are commanded. 

244. Are the sailors of the Company’s ships permitted to 
visit Canton now on liberty ?—No. 

245. Are the crews of the country traders, the Lascars, per¬ 
mitted, bo visit Canton on liberty ?—I have seen a great num¬ 
ber in Canton very frequently drunk in the factories. 

246. But you are not aware of their having occasioned any 
disturbance to call for the interference of the Select Committee, 
or to occasion any interruption to the commerciaUntercourse 
between the Chinese and British*flags ?— No. 
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247* You have adverted to the period when Admiral 
was in China; were you there yourself at that time r 1 - 
was not; it was in 1808. 

248-9* You stated that the Chinese refused'to hold any inter¬ 
course with Admiral Drury, because he was not a servant ot the 
Company, being a King’s officer, whom they did not acknowledge* 
*—*do you state that as a fact ?—I state that as a fact. It ap¬ 
pears in all the Chinese proclamations I have seen relative to the 
expedition to take possession of Macao, that the Chinese, when 
applied to by Admiral Drury, said, we acknowledge no authority 
but that of the East-India Company. The Select Committee 
said, the Admiral is a distinct authority, over whom we have no 
control. The answer of the Chinese was in very violent words, 
saying that the men-of-war came there, and took ships oft their 
coast, and they did not wish to have their visits; and they had 
now come and taken possession of the island of Macao; and 
that till Admiral Drury withdrew from Macao, and till the troops 
were re-embarked, they would hear nothing. 

250. Are you aware that, upon that occasion, Admiral Drury 
came up to Canton from the second bar, where his ship was lying, 
for the purpose of having an interview with the Viceroy, having 
been promised by the Ilong merchants that the Viceroy would 
see him?—As to the promise of the Hong merchants that the 
Viceroy would see him, that I cannot speak to. I should be 
disposed to question the fact; but I have a perfect recollection 
of these two instances, and I have very deeplj' lamented them; 
for I think the expedition of 1808 is one of those unfortunate 
occasions in which the English character has been exhibited to 
very little advantage in China. Admiral Drmy came up to 
Canton and insisted upon an interview with the Viceroy. The 
Viceroy refused him that interview, when he sent an intimation 
to the Viceroy that he would be in his palace in the city in the 
course of half an hour. The Viceroy declined a visit offered in 
such unusual terms, and said he should not come, but that he 
must, go back to his ship. Admiral Drury did not persevere in 
his expressed intention, but returned to his ship. He, on the 
second occasion alluded to in the question now put to me, 
ordered the boats of his own and the Company’s ships to be 
manned and armed, and to proceed up the river and break 
through the line of Chinese vessels which were moored across 
from one bank to the other. Admiral Drury pulled up in his 
boat in front of the Chinese line, to address the Chinese admi¬ 
ral, through the medium of a Portuguese padre, who acted .as 
his interpreter, and who at that moment was very much disin¬ 
clined to such a duty. After being fired at for some time, one 
of Admiral Drury’s men was wounded, when he ordered the 
signal to be made for the boats to attack. The signal was not 
observed, and was ordered not to be repeated. He then de¬ 
clared bis intention not to force the Chinese line, and returned 
with the boats under his command to the ships, I believe Ad- 
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Drury was a man of courage undisputed, but that he wm 
institute of that cool and deliberate judgment which was essen¬ 
tial to the success of such an undertaking as that entrusted to 
him, "The Company's chief in China at that time expressed his 
approbation of Admiral Drury’s conduct in not forcing the 
Chinese line; but I am disposed to think that that attempt 
ought never to have been made, or that the end in view should 
have been accomplished. There is nothing in our whole inter¬ 
course with China so necessary as to keep our ground when it 
is once assumed. The expedition oughts in my opinion, never 
to have been undertaken, 

25L Are you aware that upon that occasion we gave up the 
whole oi the ground we had taken possession of?—I think it is 
one of those lamentable occasions in which the English character 
was exhibited to great disadvantage in China. A pagoda was 
built by the Chinese upon the occasion, to commemorate the 
victory they had obtained over the English admiral: they 
cannot afford to lose an opportunity of that sort. 

252. How long was the trade interrupted at that period at 
Canton?—I was not in Canton at the time. I can only speak 
from information I have derived from the Company’s records, 
but I should say six months. 

253. You have stated that the principal import of raw 
material from India to China is cotton ; are you aware whether 
China does of does not produce h great quantity of cotton 
itself?—It does a very considerable quantity of native cotton; 
the cotton from which nankeen is manufactured is a cotton 
which I believe is peculiar to China. 

254. Can you state the probable quantity imported into 
China from British India?—The estimates of trade which are 
annually laid before Parliament shew much more accurately 
the quantity than I can speak to from recollection. 

255. Will you be so good as to state how the Dutch conduct 
their business in China; is it a free trade, or is it a company’s 
trade?—It has existed as a company within my recollection, 
but I believe at this moment it is a free trade! There was 
lately a Netherlands Company established, but 1 do not know 
tp what extent that company proceeded. There are two re¬ 
sident supercargoes there, and a consul; and I think the Dutch, 
within the last few years, have had about three or four ships in 
China annually. 

256. Are you aware that the Dutch trade with China is now 
entirely an open trade; as much so as*the American'or any 
other trade; and that the Netherlands Company is merely a 
commercial company having no peculiar privileges in the China 

•trade?—I understood that upon the dissolution of the old 
- Dutch East-In dia Company the.trade was then thrown open. 

How is it conducted ifi Canton?—By resident agents. 
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258, Does that resident agent do the business of individuals? 

„ * , —I believe the Dutch consul is permitted to engage in private 

C.Mar)m-)imks, b „ s jj lcss> 

250. Do not those who trade between the Netherlands and 
China carry on their trade with such agents, and in such man¬ 
ner, as they think mo3t for their interest; are they restricted 
to any particular agent in Canton?-—I do not know what re¬ 
gulations may exist in Holland as to that point ; but as far 
as I have seen their transactions in China, I am not; aware that 
they are restricted. I do not speak from accurate knowledge 
of the fact, but I believe a Dutch ship may be Consigned to a 
British resident agent in Canton. 

260. Then, in fact, they may carry on their business in such 
manner as they please ?—I believe they are not restricted by 
the government in Holland. 

261. Do the French send any ships to China?—Of late years, 
I think, we have had one or two small ships annually. 

262. Do the Swedes and Danes, or any other European 
nation, carry on any trade with China?—The Swedes and 
Danes Formerly had larger ships in the trade than the East- 
In di a Company; but now the trade has ceased almost entirely, 

263. Do the Russians trade with China ?—The Russians are 
excluded from the trade at Canton. During the time I was 
there, one Russian ship came, which was excluded, upon the 
ground that the Russians possess a trade by land, and tbit it 
was not desirable to admit them to trade by sea. 

264. Do not some of the Mediterranean ports trade to China ? 
—I remember what was called the Austrian frigate, but she 
was a trading ship in China. 

265. Is there any Austrian factory ?—No, not now. 

266. Is there any trade with the Brazils ?—Some trade does 
exist between Macao and the Brazils, but I believe latterly to a 
very inconsiderable extent. The Portuguese at one time at 
Macao possessed a very lucrative trade. 

267. Are not those several trades that have been mentioned 
all carried on Without any particular company existing at Canton; 
are they not all free trades carried on at the will of the per¬ 
sons transacting them ? — Of those that have been mentioned 
there are only two now existing deserving the name of trades, 
and these are inconsiderable; viz. the Dutch and Portuguese; 
the latter of whom have never traded to the port of Canton, 
but who carry on trade direct from Macao. Some Swedes are 
still resident in China, but they have little or no commercial 
intercourse. The Dutch have certainly a trade, and the number 
of their ships annually has been, I believe, about three or four, 
of 600 or 700 tons. 

268. Have the Dutch got into any difficulties with the 
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at Canton?-,-Nof of late years; but in former 1.8 F*b. T830, 
years, certainly, 

269. Within the period of your residence there?—During the 
first period of my residence there the Dutch did not enter into 
the trsjde of Canton; the Dutch supercargoes remained in 
China, and their salaries were very regularly paid in Paris. 

Until the declaration of the independence of Holland they had 
no trade, and I think they did not send any ships to China till 
some years afterwards. 

270. You are aware that the Dutch China trade was formerly 
an exclusive monopoly like our own, but has been entirely 
thrown open since the last war ?—I art) aware of that fact; 
but I understood the dissolution of the Dutch East-India Com¬ 
pany had arisen from their very embarrassed situation. 

271. Since the trade has become a free trade, has any parti¬ 
cular difficulty arisen with the authorities at Canton in carrying 
it on, within your recollection ?—No ; it has been to a Very 
limited extent. 

272. What does the British Factory consist of; how many 
persons ?—We have twenty, consisting of a Select Committee, 
supercargoes, and writers ; and besides that, there are an inter-* 
preter, two tea inspectors, two surgeons, and a chaplain. 

272 (a). Of how many does the Select Committee consist?— 

Sometimes of four, sometimes of three ; at present it consists of 
four members, 

273. The business, it is presumed, is conducted by the Select 
Committee, and the remainder are clerks in the execution of the 
business ?—Very much so. 

274. Do not the gentlemen of the Factory and the Company’s 
servants reside only a small portion of the year at Canton itself? 

—Yes, six or seven months. 

275. Is it not the fact; that the Chinese government do not 
permit them to remain there the remainder of the year?—There 
is an old Chinese law that foreigners should leave Canton at the 
expiration of what is considered the shipping season ; but it is 
a law that has fallen very much into disuse. The Company’s 
servants themselves very frequently go to Canton during the 
summer months, and they have had ships loading during the 
sampler months; and some of the British merchants vesicle 
there the whole year. 

27fi. Do they ever permit you to come into the town ?-—They 
do not allow us to go within the walls of the town. 

277. But .you are confined to a small suburb for the transac¬ 
tion of the business ?—Yes. 

. 278, What other British residents are there besides the Com¬ 
pany's factors ?—Th^re are some mercantile houses, some of 
the members, of which are men of very great respectability. 

279. Is that a new^state of things, or have there always been 
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^0. independent houses there ?—There have always, within my 
C Marioribanks recollectio11 ’ beeli homes established there. There are more 
jE». * agents no w than there used to be, but they are not all men of 
the same credit and character. 


# Does the Factory consider itself as having any autho¬ 
rity over the English merchants settled there ?— So far as 
appears by reference to Acts of Parliament, I think the Com- 
pany’s authorities have a right to interfere with the residents 
there, in case of their conducting themselves in a manner to 
injure the general interests of trade. That authority has been 
rarely exercised by the Committee. 

28L Do you consider yourself as having power to send per- 


sons away ?—It is not very clearly expressed ; but I think the 


Company’s authorities would exert it if they saw that British 
interests required it. As far as my views of the Act go, I think 
they would be borne out by it. 

282. Can you refer to the Act of Parliament which you sun- 

aba tn flm _o r .. i - 1 


pose to give you the authority you mention ?—I cannot imme¬ 
diately refer to it by its title. 

283. Do you suppose it to be derived from the charter of the 
India Company granted by Parliament ?—It is an Act of Par¬ 
liament; whether it is a separate Act, or a clause of the charter, 
I cannot say. The Act, as far as 1 remember, gives the Com¬ 
pany’s representatives control over British subjects trading to 
the Emperor of China’s dominions, 

284. Will you be so good as to state who transacts in China 
the English private trade that goes from India; is it done by 
the independent houses you have mentioned, or is it in any 
proportion done by the Company’s servants?—At present not 
by the Company's servants at all; in former years it was. 

285. Are the Company’s servants prohibited from engaging 
in it?—They are now prohibited from being connected with 
private agency. 

286. So that the private agency is entirely in the hands of 
independent houses ?—Yes, and in the hands of supercargoes, 
many of them Parsee3, and captains of ships. 

287. In fact, the private traders put their business into whose 
hands soever they please ?—Yea. 

288. You have stated*that the houses that are established are 
very respectable, and quite capable of transacting business of 
that description^--Unquestionably, they are bouses of great 
respectability. There are men who are members of those 
houses who are men both of character and credit, sustaining 
the character of British merchants respectably and properly. 

289. You have stated that the smuggling trade in China has 
become very extensive; has not the increase of that smuggling 
trade a tendency very much to injure the fair trade?—I think 
it has a tendency to do so, in as far as articles smuggled into 
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the country that evade duty can be sold at a profit, when arti¬ 
cles which pay government duties cannot. 

290. Is not the opium trade in China, which you state to 
exist to the extent of 13,000,000 or 14,000,000 of dollars a 
year, entirely an illicit trade ?—Entirely prohibited by, the 
‘Chinese government. 

291. Is it not, therefore, a trade in which the India Com¬ 
pany, through its servants, can take no interest whatever?— 
The Company, I think, are interested in the trade so far as 
regards the Indian revenue. They prohibit their servants in 
China from having any connexion with it. 

292. Would you not consider it as derogatory to the charac¬ 
ter of the Company for its servants to be extensively interested 
in the smuggling trade of the country ?—The Company have 
always professed to be legal traders in China, and to conform to 
the established laws of trade in China. 

293. Does not a considerable portion of that high character 
which you state the Company to bear with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment, arise from their conviction that the Company would not 
meddle with a trade of that description ?—I think it does. 

294. But if the tendency to the smuggling trade is suffered 
to increase to any great extent, would not the Company, in 
consequence of debarring i tself from that species of trade, carry 
on a much smaller portion of the general trade of China than 
might be carried on by persons who have not the same scruples ? 
—The two distinct trades are transacted with two distinct 
classes of people : one the legal merchants ; the other, persons 
who are disclaimed bv the government, and declared to be 
illicit traders. 

295. While the Company carry on the one trade, which you 
say is independent of the illicit trade, are not the subjects of 
this country in a great measure debarred from entering into 
that other trade which is open to the rest of the world ?—The 
subjects of this country are the persons who derive the princi¬ 
pal profits from that trade, who are the British agents in India, 
and the persons immediately connected with the opium trade. 
I conceive the country trade to form a very important branch 
of the British trade ; and I conceive that trade to exist under 
the protection of the Company’s trade, inasmuch as if there 
were no legal traders in China, which I have stated the Com¬ 
pany to be, I think it would remain a question with the Chinese 
government, how far it would submit to be deprived of its 
revenue, and whether it would not be induced to take very 
strong and very precipitate measures, perhaps, for the exclusion 
of foreigners altogether from Its ports. The Chinese attach a 
value to the foreign trade ; yet there is no country in the world 
so independent of it, from its successful agriculture and exten¬ 
sive inland commerce. 

296. Do you think it is possible that a country having enjoyed 
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for so many years an. immense foreign trade as China has done, 
by which it has exported to such an extent its domestic. pro- 
c Marpnbanks, duce, could suspend, without a total destruction of its inpirnal 
economy, that trade with foreigners ?~~The power of that sus¬ 
pension rests with the Imperial government of Pekin; and, as 
I have stated, I believe the revenues coming direct into the 
Imperial treasury from the foreign trade are not large, they 
have therefore no distinct interest'in the trade. How far the 
Imperial government at Pekin would be induced to consider the 
general interests of the country I am not prepared to say ; for 
the Chinese government acts upon principles so diametrically 
opposite to those which regulate the governments of civilized 
Europe, that it would be difficult to hazard an opinion of what 
might, he the result of such a state of things as that contem¬ 
plated. 

297. Has not the Chinese government, in its conduct towards 
foreigners who have attempted to fix themselves in their har¬ 
bours. shown itself a shrewd government, acutely understand¬ 
ing its own interests ?—I think that the Chinese are a highly 
intelligent people, remarkable for their industry and perseve¬ 
rance-■; but I think they are oppressed with one of the most 
corrupt governments that ever weighed down the energies of 
a people, 

298. You stated that the Company have been exporting 
woollens to China at a loss, and that it has been a losing trade ? 
—In the years from 1819-20 to 1828-9, the average invoice of 
woollens imported into China from England has been .-€821,680 
per annum ; therefore, notwithstanding the very heavy losses 
previously sustained for the twenty-six preceding years of 
£64>,000 per annum, the imports of the Company into China 
have not been lessened more than about £125,000 per annum. 
The Company's average loss at present has, I think, been re¬ 
duced to about £17,000 sterling per annum upon their general 
investment. 

209, Have you any doubt of the faet, that the woollen trade 
of the Company is a losing trade?-It is so at present, and has 
in former years been still more so. 

300, Does the statement you have made include the freight 
and all other expenses ?~As far as freight is concerned, the 
woollens have been exported to China under very great advan¬ 
tage ; for I believe it will be found that a comparatively very 
small charge for freight has been made by the Company on 
British exported manufactures, with a view to facilitate the 
consumption in China. 

301. As the article of tea, which, is brought from China, is* 
a very bulky one, it is presumed that the freight ofany manu¬ 
factured goods sent out cannot be very important, as the China 
ship would otherwise go nearly empty ?~Thatwould depend 
upon how it is charged; but the Company have always gone 
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the principle of making a very small charge of freight upon 1ft Fel>. 1830. 
English manufactured goods. 

302. Are you aware that the price of cloths sent out to China E$q. 
has in this market been reduced more than one-half?—I have 

been told so ; I have no knowledge of the prices of cloths in 
England. 

303. Are you aware that for some years past foreigners have 
been carrying on a considerable trade in those very woollen 
goods from this country to China?—I have understood that 
some American ships have cleared out from Liverpool anct 
from London to China. 

304. Are you aware that it appears in the Papers before Par* 
liament for the last three years, that the Americans have taken 
out between 800,000 and 900,000 dollars’ worth of woollen 
goods to China ?—I have seen the statements ipade: I have no 
means of acquiring knowledge as to their accuracy. 

305. Do you suppose that they would have continued that 
trade so steadily as it appears to have been continued, without 
its having been a profitable one to them ?—I do not know whe¬ 
ther those manufactured articles are the property of American 
merchants, or whether they are the property of British mer¬ 
chants. if they are the property of British merchants, who 
have no means' of disposing of the manufactures except the 
hazard of a distant market, I think they might be disposed to 
embark in a speculation which even had not answered before, 
rather than keep their goods on hand. 

306. Would not the British merchant be prohibited by 
law from having any interest in a trade of that description ?— 

I do not know. 

307. If it should be shown that the American 1ms been 
carrying it on for his own account, and that that trade has been 
steadily going on for some years past, is it not presumable that 
it has been a profitable one?—I am not disposed to think so, 
from having received other information from American agents 
in China, who told me that their consignments from this country- 
have generally been unprofitable* 

308. If it should be the case, that the American or foreign 
merchant has carried on a trade of this description with profit, 
when the Company have been carrying it on with loss, would 
not that prove that their trade has been, in this article at least, 
better conducted than that of the Company ?—It might not 
prove that it was better conducted, for it might arise from the 
circumstances I have stated, of some of those goods having been 
smuggled into China, having evaded the Chinese duties. 

309. IF the tendency of the trade in China is to get into the 
smuggling line, will not the Company, acting upon different 
principles, and being from its circumstances unable to enter into 
that trade, be a disadvantage against persons who have no scruples 
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of that description ? — If the question but to me contemplates 
the subversion of the Company, I-think we should be all 
smugglers in China together, and there would then be no legal 
trade in China. I do not know how far the Chinese would sub¬ 
mit to that. The ultimate result would, in my opinion, be very 
prejudicial to British commercial interests,, of which I consider 
the Company’s to be only* a part. 

310. Will you have the goodness to explain what you mean 
by legal trade in China, when'you say that if the Company 
cease to trade as a Company'there would be no legal trade car¬ 
ried on there?— I applied~the term legal trade to transactions 
in China, and I use . the term in relation to the Chinese lavite, 
from the circumstance that the English laws do not extend to 
China at all; and therefore the term legal trade, as applied to 
the trade in China, can only have reference to the laws of 
China. When I speak of legal trade, I speak of a trade con¬ 
ducted in conformity to the laws of the country, whether those 
laws have reference to residents or to their commercial trans¬ 
actions. 

31. L Is t here any reluctance on the part of the Hong mer¬ 
chants to trade with individuals?—Certainly not, with indivi¬ 
duals of respectability and credit. 

312* You have stated that the black teas are generally offered 
first to the Company, and that of the green teas the Americans 
have frequently the first option ?— I stated that the Company 
have the pre-option of all black teas. With respect to green 
teas, they are submitted to the Company’s inspection also, and 
to their choice: but a competition enters on the part.of the 
Americans with the Company in "the article of green teas. On 
some occasions, the Americans being disposed to give higher 
prices than the Company, they get the teas ; but the tea brokers 
always express a wish rather to deal with the Company, upon 
the principle, that they consider the Company's security better 
than the security of an individual. 

313. Upon what credit are the purchases mode from the 
Chinese ?—There are no regular periods of payment. The teas 
are generally paid for in the course of the season > sometimes 
earlier, sometimes later. 

314 You are not in the habit of being in debt to any con¬ 
siderable extent to the merchants there ? —The Company, for 
several years past, have insisted upon their servants keeping a 
clear account with the Hong merchants, in- all # matters con¬ 
nected with the Company’s interest., ^Upon a* late occasion 
which occurred of the bankruptcy of a Hong merchant, the 
Company were creditors to a very trifling amount. 

315. Does not the preference you have had in the black teas 
arise from the circumstance of your being much , the largest ' - s 
customers for that description of tea ?—The best customers and 
the best paymasters. . ' 
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Do not the Americans carry on trade in small vessels? 
--Yes, they do. I think the average I have made, upon look¬ 
ing at the American tonnage, has been in vessels from 280 to 
800 tons. 

317. Are not the expences of the port very heavy ?—Yes, 
they are; and they fall much heavier upon small ships than 
they do upon large ships ; and consequently it was found much 
better by the Swedish and Dutch to have large ships, as well 
as from their superior adaptation to a tea cargo. 

318. Can you give a detail of all the charges made upon a 
ship of 600 tons, including fees and all disbursements?—The 
duties upon a Company's large ship are about 4,300 tales* The 
port duties on a smaller ship are, comparatively with its extent 
of tonnage, much heavier. 

319. Is not that portion of the port charges called a present, 
the same on all vessels, great and small?—It consists of 1,950 
tales, and is the same upon large or small ships. 

320. Does not that give a very considerable advantage to the 
Company's large ships over small private traders?—It does. 

321. Would not the temptation to smuggling be irresistible 
if the trade was carried on in small vessels?—I imagine that 
individuals who do not much respect the laws of the country, 
will not consent to pay duties which they can evade by acting 
in opposition to those laws. 

322. Is the smuggling carried on among the Chinese by what 
are called outside merchants ?—This term is applied in common 
to all merchants not members of the Hong; some of them are 
smugglers, some mere shopmen. 

323. Is not the trade which is carried on by the American 
merchants, chiefly with the outside merchants ?—It is, I believe, 
to a certain extent. I should say that a large portion of their 
trade was carried on with the Hong merchants. 

324. Do not the Hong merchants give permission to the 
Americans to trade with the outside merchants ?—-The outside 
merchants are prohibited from trading in teas or other staple 
articles; but the Hong merchants frequently connive at the 
trading of the outside dealers, by permitting shipments to be 
made through their Hongs. That is done by the poorer class 
of Hong merchants. 

325. You stated that the American trade of later years has 
fallen off; are you not aware that the American trade is in part 
a carrying trade ?—It was a very great carrying trade some 
years ago ^ I. believe that carrying trade has been very much 
limited of late years. 

326. Is not the carrying trade subject to great fluctuation, 
inasmuch as it depends upon the policy of other countries?— 
That is a question of a general description which I am not pre- 
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pared to answer; but a part of the American trade whit 
appears to be declining is their direct trade between China and, 
C.Marjaribankt, fa Unite d States. 

327. Would not the interference of the Du tch in the tea trade 
necessarily affect'the carrying trade of the Americans, in so far 
as the supply of tea to Holland was concerned ?—Certainly. 

328. .It appears that the years 1826-1827 exhibit a consider- 
abledMling-offin the American trade; still are*you not aware 
that there has been a considerable increase in the American 

.-trade, commencing in the year 1814, and terminating in the 
year 1827-8 ?—I am aware there has been in some years an 
increase. 

329. Are you aware of the averages which have been struck 
n the Papers presented to Parliament upon that subject ?—I 
am. I conceive that the Americans have been increasing in 
wealth and population, sufficiently to account for a general 
increase of trade. 

.330. Do not you think there may be some circumstances to 
account for the falling off of the trade in 1826 and 1827 of a 
temporary, and not of a permanent nature?—I believe the 
Americans have been very much overtrading, both to conti¬ 
nental ports in Europe and to the United States, and that very 
considerable losses have been sustained upon those consign¬ 
ments. 

331. Are not the principal tea provinces in China maritime 
provinces?—The province of Fokien is the black tea province, 
and the province of Kiangnan is the principal green tea province, 
both maritime provinces. 

332. Is the tea generally brought from tho.se provinces 'to 
Canton by sea or by land carriage?—Entirely through the 
interior of the country. It is prohibited by Imperial edict to 
bring it by sea. The Chinese have attempted to bring it by 
junks ; but the Imperial government of Pekin, being apprehen¬ 
sive of being defrauded of the duties which arose from the 
transit of teas, have prohibited the trade by sea altogether. 

333. Are you aware that there is an exportation of tea from 
the tea provinces to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—I 
have .understood that, there is an export fc to a limited amount for 
the supply of Chinese settlers there.- 

834. And that it is also brought to Sincapore ?-—I effnnot 
speak with any personal knowledge of what is brought to 
Sincapore. 

335. You have stated that the tea provinces were very much 
benefited by the export of their teas to Great Britain r—1 stated, 
as an individual opinion, that "I conceived that the native 
industry was very much encouraged in China by the*extent of 
foreign trade ; and of course the tea provinces were materially 
improved by the flow of capital into them. 
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H86C Are you aware of the amount of the population in the 18 Feb. 1880. 
tea provinces ?-It varies in the different provinces ; the whole . 

population of China is computed now at 140,000*000. I believe ' 
the southern provinces of the empire the most populous. 

387. Have you heard any estimate at Canton of the number 
of persons connected with the tea trade ?—I have heard many 
estimates, but it is impossible to place reliance upon such 
inforbatioil. •< 


338. If the Company’s establishment at Canton was to cease, 
and the trade of Canton was to be carried on by private mer¬ 
chants, and those merchants were to carry on indiscriminately a 

lawful and an illicit trade, do you think that the whole trade 
. « 1 *1 1 . 


might be endangered ?—I do. 

839, You have stated that one of the articles which is 
smuggled into China is opium ; is not that smuggled by indivi¬ 
duals of every nation, who provide themselves with it in India? 
_It comes to China principally in British country ships, which 
are the traders between India and China. 

340. Is it not purchased exclusively from the India Company ? 
--It is purchased at the East-India Company’s sales; besides 
which, there is smuggled Malwa and Smyrna opium. 

341. So that, although the East-India Company will not 
smuggle opium into China themselves, they sell it knowingly to 
parties that do smuggle it in ?—The persons connected with the 
Company’s interests have knowledge enough to know that it goes 
to China, but they conceive their connexion with it to terminate 
with the sale in India. 

342. In making a calculation of the profits and loss of the 
East-India Company’s imports into China, how is that calculation 
founded where barter takes place : you were understood to state 
that the woollens and other goods were bartered against tea ?—I 
stated that the Hong merchants required the tea merchants to 
take them in return for their teas. The Company formerly used 
to barter with the Hong merchants: of late years they have 
required the Hong merchants to give money prices ior every 
thing. 

343. Is it taken as a mercantile account upon the cost price 
in England, the freight and charges, &c. being added to it, and 
the result, taken from that?—The usual number of mercantile 
charges which are made in invoices enter into the account. 

344. Is any commission charged upon it as received by the 
Company’s agent there ?—1 believe our commission is charged 
upon the exports from this country in the Company’s invoices. 
It is paid upon the sales in China and England at the rate of two 
per cent. 

345. Is that upon the gross sales ?—I believe so. 

346. Upon the goods out and upon the goods home ?—Yes. 
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317. Upon thtv purchases of tea is your commission of two 
per cent, charged also?---Upon the sales of tea we receive two 
per cent, commission; three per cent, commission pays not only 
our commission, but the whole expenses of the Company's esta¬ 
blishment in China. There are some commercial charge's which we 
call charges on merchandize, and expenses for the transit from the 
factory at Canton to Macao and the factory rent; hut two per 
cent, we receive in the shape of commission as our own allowances. 

348. Is that two per cent, allowed upon the sale of teas in 
England, or upon the prime cost at Canton?*—Upon the sale in 
England. 

349. There appears to exist a considerable difference between 
the value of the imports into China and the value of th© tea 
exported by the Company from China; how is that difference 
made up ; is it not by the Company selling their bills in China ? 
—The Company draw annually in China upon their Bengal 
treasury, to the amount generally of 2,000,000 of dollars and 
upwards, which affords a remittance for the proceeds of opium 
and cotton in China to British merchants, who generally very 
gladly avail themselves of the Company's paper to remit their 
proceeds to India. The Company’s tea investment'is therefore 
provided by the proceeds of the sale of English manufacture in 
part, and the productions of our Indian possessions. 

,350. You have stated that the supercargoes are paid a com¬ 
mission of two per cent.; are there hot certain deductions from 
that, to the amount of at least one-quarter per cent. ?—The sa- . 
laries of our tea inspectors, our surgeon, and our chaplain, 'and 
certain allowances to the senior officer commanding the Com¬ 
pany’s ships, and payments to the retired servants of the Com¬ 
pany, come under the two per cent., and what we call in China 
the European establishment, which is the expenses of European 
servants connected with the factory. • • 

351. When is it that you receive this two pel cent.; how many 
3 r ears is it after they are shipped from China?—We do not re¬ 
ceive our first payment from the Company till the expiration ot 
two years after the work is done for which,that payment is a 
remuneration; and the whole payment is not completed under 
four years, nyhich makes our nominal greater than our real allow¬ 
ances. v 

352. Is not the delay in thqt respect,occasioned by the Com¬ 
pany keeping tlie tea of one fear for sale in a subsequent year? 
—I do not know if that be the cause. 

353. If the Chinese government were to exclude both the 
Company and private traders from the trade in tea at Canton, 
are you of opinion that that trade could be carried on elsewhere 
to a beneficial purpose through any other channel ?—The ques¬ 
tion would contemplate the Chinese entering themselves into 
the trade wltli their own native vessels. It has been a principle 
of the Chinese government altogether to discourage the natives 
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ui country from being in any way connected with foreign Ift feb. 1B30» 
commerce. The .question is one completely of ttcidation; . - , 

but I should think very great difficulties would stand m the way ^ 
of the trade being carried on to any great amount in Chinese 
vessels to the islands of the Eastern Archipelago. 

35 k Do not you think that the Hong merchants, having a 
large stock of teas in their hands, would be prompted by their 
own interests to send those teas to other parts, when they could 
not sell them at Canton?—There would be great danger in send¬ 
ing them, inasmuch as the Chinese native vessels are of such a 
cumbrous description that they are very unseaworthy. 

355. Would you have the same security for the good quality 
of the teas ?— Unquestionably not; there could be no security 
in such a trade. 


SiCk Is not the production of teas capable of being increased, 
according to the increased demand for it ?—I think, to a certain 
extent, of black tea, though not of the best kind, but not of 
green. My reason for thinking the production of green tea 
cannot be increased is, that there has been a greater demand for 
it than the increasing'supply of the Chinese has been able to 
keep up with. 

357. Are you aware of any reason peculiar to the country 
creating an impossibility on the part of the Chinese tq propor¬ 
tion the supply of green tea to the demand?—I imagine it re¬ 
quires a considerable outlay of capital, which the Chinese have 
not at command ; and it involves a speculation into which the 
Chinese merchants do not seem disposed to enter. 

358. Canyon say whether the demand for the English woollen 
manufactures in China is capable ot being increased according 
to the increased supply ?—I conceive that if our manufactures 
could be introduced into the northern provinces of the empire, 
the demand for them would decidedly increase; for they are 
the cold provinces, where woollen manufactures would be 
principally used. 

359. Are there any insuperable obstacles to the introduction 
of our woollens into the northern parts of China?—The ports 
of China being her metrically sealed against us for many years. 

360. Haye you found the British manufactures have been in 
greater demand when the price has been low in China?—I sup¬ 
pose that low prices generally produce an increased demand ; 
but I cannot answer that question distinctly, from any recollec¬ 
tion of the circumstances. 

361. With respect to British manufactures in general, when 
the price is low in China do you find that they are in more 
general request than when they are high?—I believe that men 
will buy things more readily when they are cheap than when 
they are dear; but I cannot answer the question from recol¬ 
lecting the circumstance. 
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1830. 362. Do you know whether the consumer, or the retail 

C Marknbanh “eateiy makes a larger demand upon the Hong merchant when 
i,' S y. ‘ ,,he P ri . ce ,s 'ow than when the price is h%h?-~When prices 
were high, I have always heard the Hong merchants complain 
of having many unsold goods in their warehouses; and I have 
always heard them say they sustained losses on our woollens. 

363. How many English establishments may there be at 
Canton ?—We send home an accurate list of the English 
residents every year; but I cannot state the precise number at 
present. 

364. Have they increased of late years?—There have been 
more agents; I think the houses of respectability have not in¬ 
creased. 

365. How many consuls are there at Canton ?— 1 There is an 
Ameiicuin consul, a Dutch consul, find a Dutchman when I 
believe, has the diploma of French consul. 

3(36. Do you know what the private houses of agency in 
Chum charge for conducting a trade ?—Five per cent. ' " 


J. Davis, 
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Lunczy 22° die Februariiy 1830, 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

22 Feb 1830, 367., What opportunities have you had, of a peculiarly 

favouiable nature, to enable you to form an opinion respecting 
the Chinese, their trade, and with respect to the relations of 
this country with China ?—I have been seventeen years in the 
Company's service; and I think it probable that the attention 
t have paid to the language and institutions of the country may 
have assisted me in forming an approximation to a correct 
opinion regarding them: besides, I travelled For six months 
through the interior of the empire. 

368. Were you not also a member of the Select Committee ? 
—Previous to my last leaving Canton I was'. 

369, What circumstances, in your opinion, in the character 
of the Chinese, and in the nature of their institutions, are' 
opposed to an extended intercourse with foreign nations ?— 
They are decidedly anti-commercial people: they have a 
particular objection to increasing their intercourse, in any way, 
with Europeans, and I should think more particularly with the 
Engl ish, on account of our close approximation to their frontiers 
towards Tartary and in Ava. 

^ 370. 4 Has the condition of British merchants arid of the 
British trade improved in China since your recollection, and 

more particularly since the last British embassy to Pekin ? _It 

certainly has. The returns which I believe are now lying on 
the table of the Committee, show that for the last ten years 
theie is an increase of 5,000 tons in the Company’s shipping? 
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^M^ompared with the nine years preceding; that is to say, 
That for the fast ten years the average has been 28,000 terns of 
shipping, and for the nine years previously the average was only 
23,000. 

371. Is the foreign trade considered of real importance to 
the Chinese, or is their government independent of it?*—I 
should think their government is as independent of it as that 
of any country in the world: they have, besides, a decided 
objection to an increased intercourse with foreigners, and 
diminish as much as possible their intercourse, by laying heavy 
duties upon foreign manufactures. 

372. From what circumstances does the influence, which the 
British representatives appear to possess over the Chinese 
government and their commercial delegates arise ?—I should 
think, in some measure, from their moral respectability, in 
having no concern whatever with smuggling; and 1 should also 
think their influence arises, in a great measure, from the value 
and importance of their trade in amount. 

373. What advantage does the Company derive from the 
superior class of large ships employed in their China trade, and 
from the discipline maintained in those ships ?—They derive 
several distinct advantages from the superior class of their 
shipping. In the first place, they pay less, in proportion to 
the tonnage, at Canton in the shape of port charges : in the 
second place, these ships are better adapted to the stowage of 
teas; they stow more in proportion to their nominal size. There 
is another advantage derived from the superior class of their 
shipping, in regard to sea-risk. Since I have been m the service, 
seventeen years (and 1 believe for many years previously), not 
a single homeward-boimd ship of the Company has been lost. 
We may consider the number of homeward-bound ships in that 
time 4-00; so that that makes the risk as nothing to 400. I 
speak in reference to the teas, and therefore in reference to 
the homeward-bound. The observation is correct in reference to 
them, and would not be in regard.to the others. This advan¬ 
tage is shown, in practice, by the small premium on the in¬ 
surance of the Company’s ships. There is another decided 
advantage derived from the superior character of the Company’s 
shipping: it is. independent almost of convoy in time of war, 
and it is well known that their fleets have beaten off French 
line-of-battle ships. 

374. Do you allude to the celebrated actidn in which Com¬ 
modore Dance had a large fleet of Indiamenj and repulsed 
Admiral Lippis ?—Yes. 

375. Do you know the amount of property that was then in 

jeopardy if the French had been successful ? ~ No, but I believe 
it is a matter on record. If it were the whole fleet of the Com¬ 
pany, it would amount to one year’s value of the Company’s 
trade. ' 1 J 
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376. Were there not also under the charge of Commo' 
Dance a large number of private ships also of very great value ? 
—I believe there were, as far as the Straits of Suttda* With 
regard to the objections raised against the Company’s superior 
class of shipping on the score of its freight, I would say, that 
the charge on account of freight at present is only 4d. per 
pound upon all the teas ; and taking it for granted that the pri¬ 
vate traders might purchase their freight at one-half of the 
Company's, that brings the difference to 2d. per pound. Against 
this 2d. per pound you must take all the advantages I have 
stated as an off-set; you must take the smaller port charges 
paid by the Company; you must take the very advantageous 
insurance account of fahe Company; their independence of con¬ 
voy ; and the superior stowage of their ships. 

377. Do you chance to know what freight the Company 
pay for the stowage employed in the trade to our North Ameri¬ 
can colonies ?—They pay less than the Americans; about £9 
or £10 a ton, I believe. The American ton is one-fourth 
smaller than ours, and therefore in proportion to the nominal 
price they pay more. 

378. Are you able to state how much the £9 or £10 per ton 
is per pound weight of tea ?—The £9 or £10 must not be 
charged upon the tea; not more than one-half of it should be 
charged on the tea, because the ships are taken up to export 
British manufactured goods to Canton; and therefore the freight 
must be divided between the outward voyage and the return 
voyage. It is, accordingly, only £4* 10 s, or £5 upon the tea. 

379. Are you able to state how much that would be per pound 
of tea from China to North America?—It is something under a 
penny per pound on black tea; on green tea I have not calcu¬ 
lated. 

380. Do the Company derive any advantage from the regu¬ 
larity of their demand for tea, and from the regular contracts 
made by them with the Hong merchants in conformity to this 
demand?—-1 should think tlmttfifcy do. A crop of tea is not 
like a crop of turnips or a crop of corn, which may be produced 
within the year, according to the demand ? The shrub requires 
a certain time to come to perfection, and the regularity of the 
demand certainly tends to encourage its cultivation, to produce 
a supply in due proportion, and to save the growers from severe 
losses; because if there were a sudden diminution of the de¬ 


mand for a year or two, after a rapid previous 


they 


increase, 

would probably, a great many of them, be ruined ; since it is 
not so easy to convert the cultivation of tea into the cultivation 
of any thing else ; I therefore hold, that a regular demand for 
tea insures a regular supply, at the. same time that it keeps up 
the quality- A fluctuating demand, probably, would be more 
pernicious in the case of tea, than in the case of almost any 
other thing in the world. 
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Practically, what effect has this regularity in the de- 22 
man d for tea produced, upon the price of it?—It certainly keeps 
up the quality relatively to the price, •** 

382. Has the price of tea increased or diminished latterly? 

•~-I would rather say it has been prevented from increasing; an 
increase which would have been inevitable, from the very great 
advantages which, in the absence of the Company, the junited 
body of Hong merchants, all living within a few doors of each 
other, would derive from their uriign against promiscuous tra¬ 
ders. 

383* What impression, in your opinion, would be produced 
upon the Chinese generally by throwing .open the trade to Bri¬ 
tish merchants generally?—Tlie whole body, of smugglers at 
Canton would rejoice. The government would’, in the first 
instance, view it with jealousy, as they view every change; and 
when they came to lose their revenue, they would view it with 
hostility. - They have already, iri consequence of the extraor¬ 
dinary amount of smuggling ( not only relatively to contraband 
articles, such as opium, but in the case of articles that pay 
duty ), lost so much, that they have issued edict after edict di¬ 
rected against those individuals and those nations who principally 
partake in this smuggling trade; and it is impossible to’suppose 
that they would go on ad infinitum in their endurance, or con¬ 
sent to the conversion of the whole trade of Canton into a 
smuggling intercourse. 

384. Do the representatives of the Company possess any 
peculiar advantages in their intercourse with the Chinese, anil 
in their means of access to the local government of Canton ?— 
They possess one very essential advantage, in being the only 
foreigners who are allowed to have a direct communication in 
the native language with the government, which has been ex¬ 
pressly denied to all other's, and only conceded to the Com¬ 
pany, on the part of the government, because they could not 
resist it. They also derive great advantage from the attention 
which has been paid to the language and to the institutions of 
the Chinese; to the knowledge of their laws especially, as well 
as to the general character of the people; an advantage which 
is not, as far as I know, possessed by any other traders at 
Canton. 

385. Do any other foreigners in China besides the English 
possess a competent knowledge of the Chinese language, or 
avail .themselves of its use in their intercourse with the govern¬ 
ment of China ?—Certainly none of the traders in China. 
There are a few Catholic priests who study it for the purpose of 
propagating Christianity; hut it has not, to my knowledge, ever 
been used by any European traders, except the Company's re¬ 
presentatives, in their written intercourse with the government 
and witli the people. 

386. Do the Chinese government recognize the Company’s 
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Factory as a respectable and more official body of persons than 
any other persons in China ?—They consider and treat them in 
a manner very different from the treatment which they show to 
other Europeans. They have done, in respect to the Company’s 
representatives, ivhat they never did in respect to any other 
traders, they have admitted them to personal conferences on 
equal terms. In the year 1814, I was at all • the conferences 
which were conducted by Sir George Staunton, to which the 
Mandarins came in full state, and met us as equals to all intents 
and purposes. I have myself been engaged in personal inter¬ 
changes of visits with the Mandarins on friendly terms. They 
would not certainly adopt such a mode of conduct towards other 
Europeans at Canton, in my opinion. 

387. Do you conceive that the throwing open the trade to 
China would extend the consumption of British goods there ?•— 
My opinion is decidedly that it ss ould diminish that consump¬ 
tion. The importation of European goods by the Americans, 
of which so much has been said in this country, appears on 
examination, not to have exceeded one-fourth of, the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers : the average seems 
to have been about 800,00U dollars , while the latest average of 
the Company is about £800,000 sterling; and I should ascribe 
this actually small quantity on the part of the Americans (al¬ 
though that has been very much exaggerated in England) to 
two or three plain reasons. In regard to the Company's officers, 
they pay no freight, and they also pay a very small insurance, in 
consequence of the superior character of the ships; and they 
can accordingly afford to introduce European manufactures 
cheaper than the Americans. In regard to the Company, they 
have thought it necessary, on account of the clamour raised in 
this country, to submit to actual losses ; and it is not likely that 
individuals would, from any patriotic motives, endure the same 
losses. 

388. What obstacles exist, in your opinion, to the increased 
consumption of British goods throughout the empire of China? 
—I would first state the anti-commercial spirit of the Chinese, 
which leads them to charge heavy duties on foreign importations. 
For instance, the duty on woollens is from about Is, to Is, 4d, a 
yard ; the duty on raw cotton is about 6s. a hundred-weight; 
and ;I would say, that the circumstance of British manufact ures 
being generally calculated for a cold climate, while Canton is 
placed at the very southern extremity of China, 1,900 miles 
distant from the northern, would also be an obstacle to the con¬ 
sumption of British manufactures. Then, again, the Chinese 
have laws directed against the use of strange and foreign things, 
and on all occasions involving expense, particularly such as fes¬ 
tivals, marriages, public and domestic occasions of rites and 
ceremonies, they are bound to use the things which in material 
and in fashion are consonant with established and ancient usages: 
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in what they buy of us., they buy principally those 
things which admit of disguise for instance, the little demand 
they have for our white cottons is principally because they can 
dye them some other colour, and thereby hide the circumstance 
of their being foreign* 

389. Is there only one port in China into which foreigners are 
permitted to trade ? Only one. I have beard that the Spa¬ 
niards have a nominal admission to another port, that of Amoy, 
which they have been obliged to abandon from the impossibility 
of coping with the exactions of the Mandarins. , 

390. Have any efforts been made, to your knowledge, by 
British residents or other foreigners, to open a trade at other 
ports besides Canton ?—Not within iny recollection. 

391. Is not the Company'smark a passport for their goods 

fVom one end of China to the other ?—Yes; and in travelling 
through thd 'country with' Lord Amherst, I saw written up in 
Chinese characters «< Company’s doth.” I would observe, With 
regard to the title Company,” that it is the only respectable 
term which the Chinese apply to foreigners 5 they generally call 
them by names which are scarcely to be repeated: the original 
Chinese expression, Koong-sze, means a body of public func¬ 
tionaries. ; 

392. What is your opinion with relation to what would occur 
to goods not having the Company’s mark upon them, as far as 
the interior trade was concerned?—They certainly would not 
have that passport. 

393. Are you in possession of any information as to the man ¬ 
ner in which the Americans purchase their long ells and other 
cloths which they procure from this country ?—I am not so well 
acquainted with what occurs in England on that subject. 

394. What has been the success of the free trade of the 
Americans and others with China ; has it been a beneficial trade 
or otherwise ?—I understand it has produced bankruptcy to a 
very considerable extent in America, which is a circumstance 
referred to in die President’s message to Congress. Pie said 
that the principal defalcations in the American revenue had 
arisen in the department off the customs, from the bankruptcies 
which occurred among those engaged in the Eastern trade ; and 
that the best way to guard the government from such losses in 
future was to give it the first claim against the estates of its in-’ 
solvent debtors. 

395. Has the American consul any control over his country¬ 
men at Caoton ?-—-He has not a great deal of control over his 
countrymen; he seems to be simply a commercial officer. 

396. Is any deference or jrespect paid to him by the Chinese 
authorities Very little indeed. The Chinese do not under¬ 
stand recognizing foreign dignities and authorities. 

397. When Admiral Drury was in China was he respected, 
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and his authority acknowledged by the Chinese authorities ?~ 
j }.y treate d him, in fact, with the greatest contempt, 
which in some measure occasioned him to lose his temper, and 
to behave with what I should call imprudence*' 

398> Are you aware of an order from the Admiralty to pro¬ 
hibit any British man-of-war from going to the Chinese seas, 
unless under circumstances of the greatest necessity, such as 
want of water ?~Yes ; and I believe that order was made sped- 
beany in consequence of the mischief that had been produced 
by men-of-war going to China. 

Were you in China at the time of the occurrence re- 
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itrred to - — I was not m China at the period of Admiral .Drury's 
stay there; but I was in China during very similar mischiefs, 
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which occurred in the case of Captain O’Brien, in 1814. Cap¬ 
tain Richardson's case also occurred during the period of niv 
serv ice, though I was not actually on the spot at the time. 

400. Are the British seamen in the Company's ships under 
better control than other seamen who come in other ships ?— 
Decidedly. 1 here is a species of police established at Canton 
tiy tiie Company • a circumstance that has arisen out of the 
exigencies of the case, in consequence of the mischief that 
resulted from the sailors coming up without sufficient control to 
Cantoti, where they gave occasion to several homicides. A 
most efficient system of police has been established on the spot, 
with reference to British seamen, constituting the commodore, 
or senior officer of the Company’s ships (the Company’s presi¬ 
dent is the chief), a sort ot magistrate, with perfect, control 
over the men, and the power of sending them down to the 
ships, or of punishing them when they deserve it. 

401 Do you consider that if the trade was thrown open to 
ships of all descriptions, there could be a control over the sea- 
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men similar to that which is exercised over the Company’s own 
Sal ?i S «. " should think that neither the officers nor the men 


could be under the same control as in the Company’s shins; 
because these constitute a sort of approximation to the footing 
of men-ot-war, and therefore the discipline in their case is 
certainly less lax than on board private ships. ' 


r V; hcr< ; not a S reat tra(Je the ports of India to 
China?—Very large. 


403. What class of persons navigate those ships which are 
called country ships?—The men are chiefly Lascars. 

404. Are they under pretty good control ?~They are under 
the Company s control entirely j perhaps less so than their own 
ships, put still under the Company’s control. 

40o. Can any ship go from India to China without a license 
from the Company?—.! fancy they are licensed by the local 
governments. J 

406. Does not that .give an authority to the local govern- 
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_tits to place, in some measure, under the control of the 

Company’s authorities in China the sailors who navigate those 
ships ? The captains sign a penalty bond, obliging themselves 
to conform to the orders of the Select Committee. 

407. Have you been in any of the Company’s settlements in 
India?—I have not visited them. 

408. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the 
contracts are made of tea, and also the sales of woollen goods, 
with the Hong merchants ?—With regard to the woollen goods, 
the merchants have a decided objection to them ; and they cer¬ 
tainly incur of heavy loss on some of them; they accordingly 
take them from the Company only because they are obliged. 
They take them in shares, proportioned to the quantity of con¬ 
tract teas which each of them supplies to the Company ; and 
they take a considerable portion of them only because the Com¬ 
pany obliges them. I have seen accounts which evidently 
proved that the merchants were severe losers by the hulk of the 
woollens, particularly the long-ells. With regard to .the teas, 
the contracts are made annually about the month of February 
for the ensuing season; and they do not extend to the whole 
of the intended investment, but perhaps to about two-thirds of 
it, the remainder being left to be supplied from the offers which 
may be made after the contracts have been filled. 

409. Have the Company the first offer of all the black teas 
that are grown in China?—I believe they have of all. 

410. How do they stand with relation to the green teas?— 
The bulk of the green teas are also offered to them in the first 
instance. There are one or two very peculiar descriptions of 
tea, small in quantity, which they do not import; the young 
hyson, I think, is one suited particularly to the Continental 
and American trades. 

411. Is it your opinion that an increased supply of teas could 
be raised to supply any indefinite demand in China ?—I should 
think that as the quantity increased, the quality would deterio¬ 
rate. The quantity might be increased, probably, very consi¬ 
derably beyond what it is at present; but experience has shown 
that it is impossible to keep the quality up in proportion as the 
quantity of this produce or manufacture increases. We have 
found several of the best species of black tea almost vanish, as 
the whole demand of the Company has increased; and the im¬ 
portations of the Company into England, so far from starving 
the market, have so much over-supplied it, that there has been 
considerably above a million annually rejected at their sales at 
the upset price. 

412. Do you know how many years it takes to bring the tea 
plant to maturity?—1 cannot speak very positively on that sub¬ 
ject ; but I should think, as it. is a shrub, two or three years 
would be necessary, or more. 
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413 Has there not been very pressing orders fr< 
Directors to the supercargoes, when you were in China, to 
send an increased supply of twankay tea?—Yes. 

414. Has there not been a difficulty in obtaining that article? 
—I believe there has. 

415. Was there any limitation of price fixed, or was it 
ordered to be bought if it could be bought at all?—*lt was, I 
fancy,* to be purchased at any rate. It was stated as being much 
in demand at home. 

416. With respect to the nian}^ foreigners who are at Canton, 
do you suppose that the acknowledged authority of the Com¬ 
pany's representatives is advantageous to them ■?—I should 
think in two respects, politically and commercially: politically, 
they have certainly preserved foreigners from the degradation 
to which they would have been reduced by the haughty’dispo¬ 
sition and conduct of the Chinese government; they have 
stemmed that torrent: and, commercially, they have certainly 
kept down the prices of teas. 

417. What effect would, in your opinion, be produced, poli¬ 
tically speaking, by the Company being divested of their ex¬ 
clusive privileges in the eyes of the Chinese ?—They would 
undoubtedly lose in the eyes of the Chinese. The Chinese 
would infer that they had abused the trust confided in them; 
and, in fact, they must necessarily lose all the advantages which 
they at, present possess, for they would entirely lose their 
present character. 

418. That is, the Company would lose?—The Company 
would lose, and also British subjects, as the Company represent 
British subjects. 

419. Would private merchants, trading to China, receive the 

same protection as they now do, under the wing of the Com¬ 
pany’s representatives?—I should say they would be reduced 
to the level of the subjects of other nations who frequent 
China. ■ . 

420. What protection do you suppose that foreigners now 
receive from the acknowledged authority of the Company?- I 
would say that they have derived a general advantage, from 
the character of Europeans in general having been kept tip fri¬ 
th© eyes' of the Chinese; for the Chinese cannot draw those 
distinctions which we do: they consider all nations, wearing hats 
and coats to belong to one general class, of which they certainly 
acknowledge the English to be the head. 

421. Have the Company's representatives extended their pro¬ 
tection over foreigners whenever they have had an opportunity ? 
Have they interfered as far as they could, to support the rights 
of other nations, European, and American ?—-No particular in¬ 
stance occurs to me, at present, of their having done so. 

422. In the case of the murder of a Chinese by an American, 
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you in China at that time ?—I was not in China. I have 
heard that there was some disposition to take the poor man's 
part displayed by individual. British subjects, but that the 
Chinese would not have any thing to say to them. 

423. Have, you any means of knowing* in what way any con¬ 
templated change of system is viewed by the Chinese., par¬ 
ticularly by the Hong merchants, and by any of the constituted 
authorities ?—The Hong merchants would have reason to re¬ 
joice in a change, if viewed in regard to their gain; for they 
would certainly be able to ..do with private traders what they 
cannot do with the Company; they would dictate prices to 
individuals; while at present, on the contrary, the Company 
dictate prices to them. But they would not, I fancy, willingly 
purchase this. advantage at the*heavy risk which they w ould 
incur, in the event of the trade being opened, arising from their 
responsibiJe character, lliey are responsible for the acts of all 
Europeans ; they are security for the ships: and the risks of fine 
and imprisonment, and even of corporal punishment, arising to 
themselves, from the acts of private merchants and their sailors, 
would be so great, that they would not willingly purchase the 
advantage of trading with foreigners generally on superior 
grounds to those which they at present enjoy, at the price of 
the risks which they would incur both of the person and of the 
pocket. 

424. What is the Committee to understand by the Hong 
merchants being security for the acts of private merchants?— 
The Chinese government, will not deal with any ship till some 
Hong merchant has consented to be answerable for the " con¬ 
duct of every individual in that ship. In the case of private 
ships, much delay has arisen from no Hong merchant being 
willing to become security, while each of them in his turn 
readily becomes security for the Company’s ships as they arrive; 
with the exception, I would add, of the chief Hong merchant. 
His more numerous avocations, as representing the whole Hong, 
and as conducting the affairs of the whole Hong in their official 
intercourse with the local government, led him to petition the 
Company to be exempted from this duty of being security 
foi their ships. I hey call him in tkeir language the gene ral 
merchant ; that is, the principal organ of official intercourse 
between the local government and foreigners; and on account 
of the time and attention which this required from him, he 
petitioned to be exempted from the business of being security 
for the ships. He was exempted on that ground, when lie had 
explained to their satisfaction the reasons of hi$ application, 

425. Can you state in what year that, exemption took place ? 
—I think it was in the end of 1827, or the beginning of 1828. 

426. Were you rightly understood to say that the Chinese 
object to foreigners, and particularly to the English, on account 
of their power being in the neighbourhood of the Chinese 
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empire?—-I -would not sa y object; X would say that they are 
more inclined to be, jealous of the English, and of course on that 
]<\ Daiis % acco tint, on account of the English having got so much political 
Es] ' influence in Nepaul, as well as m Ava. 

427. Were you rightly understood to say, that the Company 
are preferred because they do not smuggle, and on account of 
the greatness of their trade?—Certainly; those circumstances 
must raise them in the estimation of the Chinese. 

428 . Is not the smuggling generally and chiefly carried on 
through the country-trade ships from India to China ?—X should 
say through the country trade and the Americans: both the 
country traders and Americans smuggle opium. 

429. Do the country-trade ships receive licenses from the local 
governments in India ?—To the best of my knowledge they do; 
but I cannot speak to that as coining within the immediate range 
of my own knowledge. 

430. Are the Chinese aware that those country ships eorne 
under the license of the East-India Company from India to 
China ?—They regard them generally as British ships, and they 
do not trouble themselves further. 

431. Do they consider them as under the authority of the 
East-India Company ?—Not farther than as British subjects. 
They cannot consider them as so immediately under the autho¬ 
rity of the Company as the Company’s own ships are. 

4.32. Do not the country-trade ships give bonds to the East- 
India Company?—! believe they give bonds to the East-Indfan 
governments at the Presidencies from which they sail. 

433. In the event of any misconduct on board of one of the 
country ships, to whom would the complaint of the Chinese 
authorities be addressed ?—It would be addressed to the British 
chief, if that occurrence happened within the river; but. we do 
not, recognize the country ships that stay outside of the river, 
which do not enter the river at all, but lurk amongst the islands 
for the purpose of smuggling opium. 

434. You stated that the price of freight on tea from China 
to England is about 4' d* a pound; and you stated that the price 
of freight from China* to Canada was about id. per pound : can^ 
you explain the reason of the difference between the rale of 
freight of tea from China to Canada, and the rate from China to 
England ?—In the first place, the high freigh t of the Company’s 
ships to China arises from their being a superior class of vessels ; 
and the high charge on the tea arises from more of the freight 
being laid on the teas, that is, upon the homeward eurgo, than 
upon the cargo outward. 

435. Is not it true, that a different class of ships is employed 
in the trade between Canton and Canada than that which Is cm- 

S ed between Canton and England ?■— 1 should say that the 
or freight on the tea that comes home to England arises 
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from the shipping being of a superior class; it arises, 
eondly, from a larger proportion of the high freight being 
charged upon the tea that comes home to England, that on the 
British manufactures that go out. 

436. Did the calculations you made of Id* per pound for 
freight embrace the £9 or £10 per ton, which you calculate 
those ships to cost ?—I take one-half of the freight charged for 
the voyage, assuming the freight paid to be £9 or £10 per ton. 

437. During your residence in China, have you had occasion 
to know that the East-India Company has exported a consider¬ 
able quantity of Sycee silver, that is pure silver, from Canton ? 
—■ No, I cannot call to mind any single instance of that within 
my service, nor before it 

438. Are you aware of their haying exported bullion in any 
other shape?— I believe they did once within the seventeen years 
that I have been in their service. 

439. Was it in any considerable quantity ?—It is so long ago 
(I do not think it is within the last twelve or thirteen years), and 
I cannot speak to the quantity. 

440. Is not the export of bullion in any shape strictly prohi¬ 
bited by the laws of China ?—It is; but the Company, of course, 
when they did export that quantity, applied for and obtained 
a regular license. 

441. The Committee are to understand that the Company did 
apply for and did obtain a license from the Chinese government 
for the exportation of that bullion ?—I was not in the Committee 
at the time; but I should certainly say that they did apply for 
and obtain that license. In fact, I can speak to their actually 
having applied for and received such a license, when they have 
exported bullion. 

442. Are you aware that, with respect to a considerable quan¬ 
tity of the opium which is smuggled into China, the chests in 
which the opium is contained bear the Company’s mark ?—I 
never saw a chest of opium in my life, and therefore I cannot 
speak to it. 

443. As a member of the Select Committee, have you not had 
occasion to know officially dmt a considerable quantity of that 
opium was odd by the East-Ind?a Company’s authority in India, 
and a license granted to British subjects to carry it to China? 

; —We cannot possibly be ignorant of that. The Company 
enjoys a monopoly of the growth of opium in India, and there¬ 
fore they must be the sellers of it; but 1 am confident the Chi¬ 
nese are perfectly ignorant of a circumstance which is foreign to 
their empire. 

444. Are the Committee to understand that the members of 
the Select Committee are cognizant of the fact that that contra¬ 
band article is brought to China under the license of the East- 
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130. India Company's governments in India ?—They cannot be igna~ 
rant of a fact so generally notorious to Englishmen. 

445. Can you state how many of the Company’s and China 
ships were captured during the late war?—That X cannot state. 
Whatever may have been the number, it all occurred long pre¬ 
vious to my entering the service. 

446. Do not you think that an increased demand for tea at 
Canton would naturally tend to produce an improvement in the 
quality of the article ?—I should say, from the experience of the 
past, that an increased demand for tea would produce a decided 
deterioration of quality. 

447. On what grounds do you form that opinion ?—Entirely 
from the circumstance of its being a very delicate produce, re¬ 
quiring a peculiar soil and climate and situation; and that in 
proportion as the quantity manufactured is increased, and par¬ 
ticularly if the demand is rapid, the quantity that is hastily pro¬ 
duced, in order to meet that rapid increase of demand, in vari¬ 
ably produces a deterioration in the quality. 

448., Since when has it been deteriorated ? ~ Since the de¬ 
mand has been increased, I have before stated that the Com¬ 
pany's tonnage had in the last ten years increased on the average 
5,000 tons per annum, when compared with the nine years pre¬ 
ceding that period. 

449. From the experience you have had travelling in China, 
can you inform the Committee whether the profession of a mer¬ 
chant is not looked upon as of a very inferior nature ?—X should 
say, that though by the institutions of the country it is generally 
considered as inferior to that of scholars and some others, yet 
still that in China, as in every other part of the world, wealth 
must carry with it a very considerable share of consideration; 
and that the circumstance of wealth in the Hong merchants 
(who also possess some official character) gives them a certain 
degree of respectability and consideration, even among the 
officers of their own government: so much so, that X remember 
Sir George Staunton, after the discussions of 1814, which he 
conducted personally, and at which X was present, told me that 
he was subsequently invited to meet one of those Mandarins at 
dinner, at the house of a Hong merchant. So much influence 
has wealth, even in China, in conducing to respectability. 

450. Is the American consul himself personally engaged in 
trade?—I should think it is the only source from which he can 
derive a livelihood ; for I believe he receives no salary whatever. 

451. Do you consider the Hong merchants generally to be 
wealthy men ?—Decidedly; I should say that those who have 
escaped ruin from the illicit trade must be wealthy men. X 
would hardly make any exception at present. 

452. How many are those who have escaped that ruin ? — 
There are at present seven, and I think there were ten. I 
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d say that generally they are wealthy men, and one or two 
Of them men of incalculable wealth; nobody knows how rich 
Howqua. is. 

453. Are you able to state whether it is not a fact that it is 
contrary to court etiquette for a merchant to be admitted into 
the Imperial presence at all?—I am not aware of any such re¬ 
gulation of the government. 

454. How were the supercargoes designated in the edict issued 
by the Viceroy of Canton ?—The term generally used is Eoong- 
sse, as I mentioned before, a body of public functionaries.*' 

455. Can you state the probable amount of the tonnage em¬ 
ployed in the country trade carried on between India and China, 
with reference to the Company’s tonnage ?—The report on the 
table speaks to that fact: it is nearly equal, at all events, to that 
of the Company. It arises, not from there being so large a 
quantity of tonnage actually employed, but from the quickness 
of the returns, and from the comparative smallness of distance 
enabling one ship to make two voyages in the year. 

456. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or as¬ 
sistance of the Company’s servants at Canton at all?— A very 
large portion of it consists of smuggling trade, and therefore 
must he entirely out of the Company’s cognizance. 

457., The question refers to the country trade carried on at 
Canton, of which no portion is a smuggling trade?—That con¬ 
sists principally of cotton. 

458. Is that trade carried on without the intervention or as¬ 
sistance of the Company’s servants at all ?—I should say not, 
inasmuch as that trade has derived very important advantage and 
.assistance from the Company's Factory in the course of time. 

459. In what respect has it received the protection of the 
Factory?—There was an attack made by the Chinese upon the 
privileges amf trade of foreigners generally, in the year 1814. 
The Company then made a stand ; and I conceive that they 
gained advantages which necessarily extended to the country 
trade, as well as to the Company’s, 

460. Is it not the fact, that all the sales of the cargoes im¬ 
ported from India to Canton, and the purchase of returns, are 
conducted by the supercargoes on account of the country trade 
in direct communication with the Chinese merchants, without 
any interference or assistance from the Company’s servants 
whatever ?—Certainly, we do not interfere with their arrange¬ 
ments with the Hong merchants. 

461. Do you know whether the American trade is not carried 
on in the same way, namely, that the American merchants have 
direct communication with the Chinese authorities and the 
Chinese merchants, without the interference or assistance of the 
Company’s servants?—With the Chinese authorities they have 
endeavoured to obtain an intercourse, but have been denied it. 
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except through the medium of the Hong merchants. 'jJheC 
are ordered by the Chinese government, if they have any tiling 
to say, to send a petition in English to tjle Hong merchants, 
whiGh petition the Hong merchants are to translate into Chinese. 
Ihe disadvantage’ of such a medium of communication as the 
Hong merchants is- this, that, in the first place, they have in¬ 
terests decidedly contrary to those of the petitioning foreigners; 
and secondly, that they dare not, in their communication with 
their own government, urge points, or use expressions which 
foreigners would urge and which foreigners would use, could they 
write their petition themselves. The Americans have been en¬ 
gaged, in a great measure, in the illegal trade with what are called 
the outside shopmen, in express contravention of the laws of the 
Chinese empire; and the government repeatedly interfered to put 
a stop to it, m consequence probably of the defalcations of revenue, 
and the ruin of the Hong merchants which ensued therefrom, 
they have interfered three or four times since X have been in 
the service. 

Was not that interference on the part of the Chinese 
government at the request of the Factory ?—'Certainly not. 

463. Do yon know the date of the last interference ?~~The 
last was shortly before X left the country, 

464. Were you in Canton in 1828 ?—Tes, 1 was. 

465. W ith respect to the country trade, are the Committee 
to understand that a trade, equal in amount of tonnage to the 
trade earned on by the East-India Company, is carried on under 
the British nag to China now, without any interference or in¬ 
tervention of the Select Committee as regards the commercial 
intercourse between the supercargoes of those ships and the 
Chinese merchants at Canton ?—Except as regards the occa¬ 
sional protection which the Committee have found it necessary 
to extend to the British trade in general in cases of exigency. 

466. € an you state any of those cases?—I speak particularly 
?? r ®, a 5 10n t J ie y eat when a stand was made against 
the Chinese in favour of British subjects generally. 

467. Do you think that trade could be carried on with the 

same security, if it had not the protection of the Factory ?—X 
should say not, J 

488. Are you aware of a proclamation issued by the Cau- 
ton government in 18X4, regulating the trade between the 
shopmen and the Americans, on a petition for that purpose ?— 

' Vi- 1 - r IT eCt J! proclamation denying what the Americans 
petitioned tor. rhere was a proclamation about certain trifling 
and worthless articles ; but this was so perfectly futife, that the 
f™ nS P e J*tKmed ^ or a set of regulations, which should 
? r . 11 If s to trac ^° m staple articles of commerce, 

I hose ahowed were mere mats, shoes, Src. and articles of con- 
VV1IG } ar€ ‘ P er mifcted to bo sold to the sailors and 
ignei s generally for the supply of their occasional wants. 
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i/ Ate not all cotton goods and silk goods included in 
he' last proclamation ?—•If I recollect Fight, they were ail ex¬ 
cluded. The ultimate result of the American petition was, to 
be refused those articles which they applied for. 

470. You mentioned that there were very heavy duties on the 
importation of foreign goods; are there any internal duties on 
transit ?—Very considerable ones, which necessarily add to the 
sale price of the articles that are the subjects of that transit. 

47 i. Are those fixed and known, or are they variable?— 
They are so entirely connected with the internal administration 
of the empire, that it is not easy to obtain accurate information 
regarding them. 

472. Is it easy to pass the goods, or are any obstacles 
thrown in the way ?—-There are no further obstacles than those 
which arise from the bar that this transit duty ronus to the 
consumption of the article, by increasing its price. 

473. Is there any means of knowing what the rates of duties 
are?—Yes; they have been stated and calculated according to 
the information obtained by a former tea-inspector of the Com ¬ 
pany. The document is available. 

474. Has this system of transit duties been increasing of 
late years?--! have no means of ascertaining that point; but I 
believe they are very heavy. 

475. Have they been of late years increased or diminished ?— 
( have not heard of their being either increased or diminished. 

476. Do you know how the duties are collected?—That also 
forms a portion of the internal administration of the empire, 
with which we have few means of becoming acquainted. 

477. You hava stated that the smuggling trade has increased 
very much of late years; has that increased at the same time 
with the system of internal duties ?—-The increase ot the smug¬ 
gling trade has been chiefly with reference to opium, which can 
have no connexion with duties, being altogether contraband. 

476. Is there not a very considerable smuggling trade in 
other articles imported into China from Europe ?—X believe 
that a great deal has been smuggled into China. I know in¬ 
stances where the articles have been detected, and a heavy fine 
has been imposed upon the Hong merchant who secured the 
ship, while of course the importing European ha3 suffered the 
loss of his goods- 

479. Have the Hong merchants themselves taken part in the 
smuggling trade ?—Far from it; they were sold, not to the 
Hong merchants, but to outside shopmen. 

480. You were understood to state that some of the Hong 
merchants have been ruined by their mixing with the smuggling 
trade ?—*Not at all; they have been ruined by the smuggling 
trade* They pay heavy duties and exactions to the government, 
on account of the advantages which their situation affords them 


(fit? 

22 

J. F. I)am< 
i&s-f. 




DaviSy 
i’jf. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST4NDIA AFFAIRS s V* | 

in the monopoly of the regular trade: and as the smugghrig^ 
trade roust necessarily be carried on by persons who do not pay 
those heavy exactions, and who in fact frequently evade the 
regular duties, they must necessarily be ruined by the extension j 
of such a course of transactions. 

481. Do all the English manufactures-imported into Chine, 
by the Company pass through the fair trade ?—Certainly. 

482. Have you any means of judging what proportion of the 
whole imports into China consist of the smuggling trade?™ It is 
impossible to say exactly how much, because the smuggling 
is secret, and therefore not so open to investigation; but with 
regard to opium, we know that the amount of the annual impor¬ 
tation into China is upwards of 10,000,000 of dollars. 

483. Taking what information you have, should you say that 
one-half, or two-thirds of the whole importation of foreigners 
into China is surreptitious ? I should say that it is very likely 
that one-half may be surreptitious, taking the value, not the 
bulk, because it is the most valuable articles in proportion to 
their bulk which are the most likely to be smuggled. Bulky 
articles, such as raw cotton, can hardly be the subjects of smug-* 
giing. 

434. You have spoken of the Company’s Factory making 
what you call a stand upon certain occasions; in what way is 
that stand made? is it by abstaining from dealing and trading? 
•—The Company turned upon the Chinese their own favourite 
weapon* The Chinese had a mode of resorting to the stoppage 
of all communication; and in the the year 1814 the Company, 
with very great effect, tried the same measure upon the Chinese, 
and found it perfectly successful. 

485. That is to say, the Chinese were not able to withstand 
the abstaining from trading with them for any length of time? 

—They gave up the point at last 

486. You threatened the stopping of the trade, and that 
threat brought them to their senses ?—The measure of stopping 
the trade gained for the Company all the points for which they 
contended* 

487. Can you state how long the trade was stopped upon 
that occasion?—I have not the dates in my recollection; but it 
was for a considerable period. 

488. Did that stand, which you represent to have been made, 
create any considerable distress in China?—No, it could not; 
produce much distress among the people for the time ; but it 
produced considerable embarrassment to the government, frotU 
the delay of the duties. It gained for the Company two or 
three most important immunities and rights. Among the im¬ 
munities may be stated, that of exemption from inquisitorial 
visitations from the Chinese Mandarins at the Factory. They 
had been lately subject to every kind of insult in that way, 
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they gained an exemption from it. With regard to the 
privileges which they gained, the most important one was that 
of direct communication with the government in the written 
character of the country, under sealed cover, and without any 
interference on the part of the Hong merchants. 

489. Are the Committee to understand, that prior to the 
year 1814, the period at which the stand wae made, the Com-' 
pany carried on their trade without the privilege to which you 
attach so much importance, of communicating directly in the 
Chinese character ?—No, they did not altogether; but it had 
been frequently disputed ; and it was in the year 1814 that the 
Chinese particularly endeavoured to deprive them of it. They 
contended for the retention of this privilege, and gained a final 
confirmation of it in writing. 

490. How many gentlemen are there in the Factory that can 
speak Chinese ?—Perhaps half a dozen. 

491. Sufficiently to hold conversation with the natives ?-—I 
should think so ; and some of them to write the character, 

492. Were you in any provinces where the tea is cultivated? 
—Lord Amherst's embassy did not pass through the principal 
tea provinces, which are Fokien and Tche-Kiang. We passed, 
however, through some where it is partially cultivated. 

498. Are not the provinces where the tea is cultivated, very 
populous districts?—Very populous. 

494. Is it not cultivated by a great number of small proprie¬ 
tors ?—I should think that nearly all the landed proprietors 
in China must be small, from the inode in which property 
descends. They have, I believe, something like the law of 
descents in France, which generally divides the property pretty 
nearly among the children, and therefore the cultivators must 
come gradually to be persons of small property. 

495. Is not it cultivated rather by what we should call cot¬ 
tagers in gardens, than upon a great scale ?—I should think the 
immediate cultivators are persons of small property; but the 
tea-men, as they arc* called, those who employ the cultivators 
in performance of the contracts made at Canton, are persons 
of generally large capital. 

496. Altogether, do you think there is any considerable po¬ 
pulation engaged in the cultivation of teas ?—It must neces¬ 
sarily be so in the production of the commodity, because the 
manufacture of tea necessarily involves so large a quantity of 
human labour. 

497. Did you ever hear any estimate how many millions were 
supported by that trade?—No; all our statistical information 
with regard to China must be very vague indeed. 

498. Can you state what intermediate contractors there are 
between the cultivators of the tea-plant and the Hong merchant ? 
—The intermediate contractors are called the tea-men, who at 
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the commencement; of everw year, about the month <jt Feb.ruary, 
make their arrangements with the Hong merchants, in reference 
to the supply of the succeeding season, 

499. You are understood to say, that the persons whom you 
call the tea-men go into the country and buy the tea of the 
small proprietors, but they are not the advancers of the capital 
which is required for the cultivation of this tea?—I must 
repeat, that all our knowledge of details in the interior of China 
must be extremely vague ; and what I have said as to the small¬ 
ness of individual property, in reference to those cultivators, is 
in fact chiefly a surmise of my own, deduced from the mode of 
descent in China, 

590, To what do you ascribe the circumstance, that the 
Factory know so little of the interior of the country?—Because 
they afe confined to a small corner of the empire* and their 
knowledge cannot he so great as if they had access to several 
points of it. 

501. Do you suppose that those with whom you deal pur¬ 
posely keep you in ignorance, or that they themselves are 
unable to acquaint you ?—I believe the Chinese diem selves are 
generally ignorant of statistical matters; they either have not 
the curiosity, or they do not possess the means of informing 
themselves. 

502. How long has the trade in British manufactures been 
a losing trade on the part of the Company ?~~I think the re¬ 
turns will show for a very considerable period. 

503. You know that fact from having seen the accounts ?— 

Yes. ' : 

504. Have you any doubt of it ?—I have no doubt that they 
have lost in the long-run very considerably. 

505. Does it continue to be a losing trade, or has it improved 
in that respect?-! fancy that the Company have got a more 
fair return for some of their articles of importation, in conse¬ 
quence of having diminished the quantity. The prices have 
experienced very great depression at Canton, in consequence 
of the importations of the Americans. 

506. Would not that circumstance have continued the depres¬ 
sion of your piofits rather than have increased the prices ?—I 
would not say that the Company have gained more, but that they 
have lost less, in consequence of finding it necessary to diminish 
the ftuppiy. 

507. .Have the Factory always considered it as a losing 
trade, which was carried on rather to satisfy the people of Eng¬ 
land than for any profit to be derived from it?—Decidedly; 
and 1 would add, that the quantity imported by the Americans 
has not been more than about one-fourth of the quantity 
imported by the Company and their officers, for the reason 1 
have alreaay stated,—that the officers cars afford to import 
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manufactures at a cheaper rate, and that the Company 
liave submitted to losses which cannot be expected from 
private merchants, from any feeling of regard for the manufac¬ 
turers of the goods* 

508. Of course, as this has been a losing trade, you have not 
felt yourselves bound to extend it?—*We have extended it, and 
in fact kept it up to a point which private merchants could not 
have kept it to, in consequence of our influence over the mer¬ 
chants, causing them to take the goods, though they lost by 
some of them. 

509. Of course, therefore, the merchants that are forced to 
take the goods, must put that loss upon some other part of their 
dealing with the Company?—Possibly upon the teas. Such a 
trade as that cannot be considered as advantageous to the 
Company ; but the Company have, I believe, continued it to a 
certain extent, in deference to public opinion, or rather in con¬ 
sequence of the public clamour. 

510. Do you suppose that the American who has carried on 
that trade has been induced to do it from any other circumstance 
than finding it profitable ?—I believe it will be shown that the 
American importations have fallen offlately; and, in fact, the 
great bulk of their importations has been in bullion ; and I con¬ 
clude that, if they had found the trade in woollens profitable, it 
would have been much more extensive than it has been, viz. 
one-fourth of the Company's. 

511. Have you not every reason to suppose that that portion 
which they do carry on, whatever it may be, must be profitable ? 
—I should argue that it was not profitable, from the fact that 
very large failures and ruin have attended the American trade. 

512. Have you any other facts to prove that, except the pas¬ 
sage you referred to in the President’s speech ?—Merely that 
sort of knowledge which one gains in conversation and by 
reading. 

513. If it can he shown to you m evidence, that the Ameri¬ 
can is making a profit of from 20 to 30 per cept. upon manufac¬ 
tures sent out, while the Company have, according to your own 
statement, been carrying on generally a losing trade in this 
article of manufacture, would it not be a satisfactory proof to 
you that the private trader has had some better means of dis¬ 
posing of his goods than the Company’s Factory ?—Certainly, 
m relation to that particular article: the tiling speaks for itself. 

51 i. You state, that great advantage is derived in the China 
trade from large ships in preference to small ones. Supposing 
a private trade to exist to China, is it not to be presumed that 
the individuals who carried on that trade for their own benefit 
would select the sort of ships which carried on the trade to the 
best advantage?—That is quite a speculative question, and I 
cannot speak to the result of the experiment. 

l •' 
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615-. Are you aware whether the Americans hare increai 
the size of their ships lately ?-*-! am not aware of that. 

616. Do not tire Dutch and other European states also carry 
on some trade with China?—-The Dutch have had three or tour 
ships in China within the last three or four years. 

617. Do they act through a factory, or in what maimer do 
they transact their business ?—They have lately established a 
consulate. 

518. Do not those who trade between Holland and China 
carry on their business at the place, without any particular con¬ 
trol from any company or factory ?'—l am not exactly aware 
that they are under any particular control, beyomf that exer¬ 
cised by their consul. 

51$, Have they, within your recollection, got into any diffi¬ 
culties with the Chinese authorities or government ?—It is only 
very lately that they have resumed their trade they were thrown 
out of by the war, and they have only resumed it lately ; hi 
fact, displaced the Americans in the supply of Holland. 

520. Are you aware that the Dutch formerly carried on all 
their trade through the Dutch East-In dia Company ?—X believe 
they did, 

521. Have you heard from the merchants, or from any per¬ 
sons carrying on that trade at present, any expression of 
opinion, that the trade was now carrying on to any disadvan¬ 
tage in consequence of its being open and free?—I believe 
there is something like an association in Holland, at present,,, 
for carrying on the China trade, if I am rightly informed, 

622, Are you aware that, though it k an association, it is a 
free association, and it is open to any private persons to make 
a similar one ?■—It is; but very little inference can be drawn 
frqm the Dutch China trade, it being so very recent, 

523. But you are not aware of any difficulty arising from its 
present freedom ?—No specific difficulty; they compote with 
other foreigners at Canton. 

321, Do you know any thing about Cochin China?—Very 
little. ' 

525. Do you know whether any trade is carried on by indi¬ 
viduals with Cochin China ?—I think an attempt was made by 
some Americans, which proved an utter failure. I read some 
thing about it in the Edinburgh Review, or in the Quarterly, 
three or four years buck, 

526. Has any attempt been made on the part of the Factory, 
to ascertain whether they could increase the commercial rela¬ 
tions with Cochin China, or any of those countries to which we 
have little access ?—An attempt, was made by the British Fac¬ 
tory, in the person of Mr. Roberts, many years ago, under the 
auspices of the Supreme Government, but if; proved a failure. 
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How many years ago was cannot state, but it 22 Feb. 1830. 

consldc rably previous to my entering the service. 

528. Was it h mete trading .attempt, or was it an attempt to 
establish sotne relation between the governments ?—It was, 1 
believe, an attempt to establish a trade. 

529. You stated that the Chinese felt a peculiar jealousy 
towards the English, from their neighbourhood in Nepaul and 
in Ava. Have any circumstances occurred, within your know¬ 
ledge, which led you to suppose that, or is it merely a surmise 
of your own ? ~E think that an edict of the Emperor at about 
the commencement of the Burmese war, tended to prove that 
the Chinese were aware of such a .contest 'having •commenced, 
and that they had turned their attention towards their frontier 
in that quarter. 

530. Was there any thing in the proclamation, or in Whht 
occurred at the period, which proved at all distinctly that the 
Chinese government connected the operations in Ava with the 
British at Canton ?—They cannot be ignorant, that the British 
nation is concerned in both places. 

531. Then you imagine that they were aware that the same 
nation which was engaged in hostile operations near their 
western frontier, was connected with the Factory of merchants 
subsisting at Canton?-— I should certainly think that they could 
not be ignorant of that; and I know very well that they are fully 
aware of the existence of our influence in Nepaul'; for a Chinese 
general was either seen or heard of as being very near, by some 
of our public functionaries, about the time of the Nepaul war. 

532. Are you led to suppose that they connect the operations 
in Ava and Nepaul with the Factory at Canton ?—I think their 
pride would prevent their making such admissions to us; hut I 
feel perfectly certain that they must be aware of our encroach¬ 
ment upon them on those two points. 

583. Are they aware that the persons who compose the Bri¬ 
tish Factory at Canton belong to the same nation ?—They cer¬ 
tainly have never told us in so many words. 

534. Has any thing ever occurred which leads you to con¬ 
clude that they distinctly connect the British Factory with the 
proceedings in Nepaul and Ava ?—Circumstances have occur¬ 
red, as already stated, which make me feel quite certain of 
their knowing that those who encroached upon them towards 
Nepaul ard in Ava were the British, and they must connect 
them with the British in Canton. 

535. You stated that the Chinese arc incapable of distin¬ 
guishing foreigners at Canton ; how comes it, then, that they 
distinguish so particularly, in the case of the British Factory, 
its connexion with those operations on their frontier in another 
quarter ?—They cannot fail to know that there are such flags 
and such nations as Americans and English,; ami they cannot, 
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“• of course, fail to know who are the English authorities at Can¬ 
ton, and who are not, the English authorities. 

536. Then, in point of fact, they do make a distinction 
between the different nations of foreigners ?—IF they did not 
make any ^distinction, they could mot treat one better than 
another. I bey are not capable of making such nice distinctions 
as we make; for we can tell an American by his mere accent. 

537. Then you mean that they cannot distinguish between* 
individuals ?—Certainly. 

533, You stated that the American trade has been a declin¬ 
ing one; for what length of time has it been declining ?_I 
cannot go very nicely into details, but they are before the Com¬ 
mittee. 

539. It appears by the returns now before the Committee, 
that with the exception of the years 1826 and 1827 , it has been 
an increasing trade ?—In amount but in tonnage it has dimi¬ 
nished : and if the amount has remained nearly the same, 
while the tonnage has diminished, I would ascribe it to this 
circumstance, that they have given up bringing manufactures , 
which occupy a large space, and brought bullion, which occu- 
pies a small one ; that they have moreover diminished their 
purchases oi tea, which occupies a large space, and bought, 
silks, which occupy a smaller one in proportion to the value." I 
began, however, with stating that the documents will be a bet¬ 
ter authority than I am. 

54.0. Are you acquainted with the actual amount of Ameri¬ 
can imports and exports for any one year ?— I only speak with 
reference to those documents which I have examined. 

541. Are you aware of the way in which the duties are paid 
by American merchants upon goods brought from the east of 
the Cape of Good Hope ?—I have understood that the Ame¬ 
rican government gave the traders a year’s credit for the duties 
they had to pay; and that the trade existed to an unnatural 
extent, in consequence of the credits arising from this custom. 
That the American government has been obliged to resort to 
some remedy for its losses. 

542. Hu 3 the falling off in the American trade been in that 
with China, or with India?—I speak with reference to the docu¬ 
ments which I have seen relating to China. 

.if* 3 - ?? kn r°, w the actual amount of trade in the years 
and 182/?—I have, an account, I think, of 1628-9, which 
exhibits six millions and a half of dollars. 

544. You state that in your travels in China yo'i have per¬ 
ceived British manufactures in the interior of China; can you 
state any particular place where you saw them ; at Pekin, for 
instance^—No ; it was only in the neighbourhood of Canton. 
We, in fact, became sensible of our approach to Canton by the 
recurrence of shops containing British manufactures. 
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Was it solely in the province in which Canton was 22 Feb 1830. 
situated, that you saw British manufactures exposed for sale ? jT][) av h 
—I cannot speak to that;, but it was only in the southern part * 
of the empire. In fact, the recurrence of such goods was more 
frequent in proportion as vve approached Canton. 

546. You stated, that it had been the earnest endeavour of 
the Company's Factory at Canton to extend their trade, if pos¬ 
sible, but that they had been unable to do it ?—They have cer¬ 
tainly extended their trade very much in tea. 

547. Were you at Canton in September 1828?™! was. 

548. Did you hear that a ship called the Merope had returned 
to Canton after having been a voyage as high up as to Ningpo, 
having made a very profitable voyage, and converted the whole 
of her cargo to a very large extent into specie ?—It must have 
been entirely surreptitious, if she did; and I judge that her cargo 
was opium. 

549. Do you conceive that such a thing would be possible ? 

—I should say very improbable, until the feet spoke for itself. 

From surmise, I should say it was a thing that could not easily 
occur i but that by smuggling a ship might manage to introduce 
goods in that way. 

550. You have stated, that the Chinese government have 
issued many edicts against smuggling; have those edicts been 
carried into force or not ?—They certainly have, to the utmost 
capability of the weak Chinese government. I would say that 
they have rather shown the hostility of the Chinese government 
to the system, than that they have been very effective in sup¬ 
pressing it. 

551. Do you consider that smuggling has been decreased by 
them, or the contrary ?—I should say that the weak and ill-orga¬ 
nized government of China cannot follow up its edicts by a cor¬ 
responding effectiveness; and they have probably, in a great 
measure, proved unavailing. 

552. You stated, that the Americans laboured under disad¬ 
vantages in their intercourse with Chinese; what inconvenience 
can you state ever to have arisen from the intercourse between 
the Americans, carried on as it is, and the Hong merchants?— 

They have suffered very severe distress and misfortune, in the 
case of a homicide, from their want of union. 

553. In their commercial transactions, to what disadvantages 
are they subject ?—I should simply argue, from the ruin of Ame¬ 
rican houses engaged in Chinese commerce, that the commerce 
has been a losing one . 

554. Then you have no reason to suppose that there is any 
difficulty whatever in the Americans carrying on their transactions 
with the Chinese in Canton, but only that the result of the trade 
is probably a losing one ?—A great many inconveniences. They 
cannot make their grievances known to the government. 
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655. Have you ever known any inconvenience arise to t hem 
from that ?—Yes; I have known individuals attempt to commu¬ 
nicate their grievances in the written character* and the docu¬ 
ment which contained that character was returned to them 
.unopened. 

556 . Has their trade ever been interrupted in their transactions 
with the Hong merchants Very much indeed, in the year 

1821. 

557. Has there been any other case besides that ?.Yes ; I 

believe that very considerable delay has arisen from the prices 
demanded for the teas not being suited to the Americans, and 
they have,been obliged to hold back for long periods, 

558. In those cases have the Hong merchants yielded ?—It 
was not with the Hong merchants that they have generally dealt, 
but principally with unlicensed people, contrary to the regula¬ 
tions of the government. Of course they have , dealt With the 
Hong merchants occasionally, as well as with the others. 

559. In the cases to which you allude, in which, as you say, 
a sort of stand lias been made, have the Americans generally 
obtained the tea at their own prices, or have they been obliged 
to come to the prices of the Chinese ?—I should think they 
must have given in, in most cases; but I cannot speak with the 
same correctness to the transactions regarding the Americans 
and Chinese as I can with regard to our own transactions. 

560. When the Easfc-India Company ship a quantity of 
'woollens to China, do they send you an invoice of those goods ? 
—They do. 

561. Do they add to that the charges of freight, &c. as in a 
common mercantile transaction ?—It is all calculated in the 
Invoice. 

562. And then you turn that over into the money of the 
country ?—Yes, and endeavour to get the best price we can. 

563. Do you turn it over at the current exchange, or at tire 
6s. Sd. ?—We turn it over at 6s. Sd. a tale. 

564. Is 6s Sd. the current exchange ?—It is the value 
which has been settled for many years. 

565. How far does that calculation of 6s. Sd, vary from the 
real rate of exchange within your knowledge?—The rate of 
exchange at Canton, in the case of the dollar, has been very 
fluctuating since I.have been in the country, and has fallen 
since the war. 

566. Supposing you turn oyer the invoice amount of goods 
into tales at the rate of 6s. 8 d., and the current exchange is 
either above or below that, must it not give you a false result ? 
—The exchange of dollars is only with regard to the dealings 

A* foreigner* at Canton, and foreigners elsewhere. It has 
nothing to do with the value of silver among the Chinese. The 
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_^tions in the value of the dollar have had nothing to do 22 FVb7 jWoT 
T the value of silver on the spot among the Chinese themselves. 

"■567. Mow do you sell the wodllens; for so inany tales or so- 
many dollars ?— The woollens are generally sold in tales. 

508. Which are carried to t lie credit of the East-India Fac¬ 
tory's account, at the rate of 6,v, Sd. ?.—Yes, 

568. Whatever be the real rate of tales at the time ?—The value 
of the goods in dollars is found by turning over their price in tales 
hi to dollars. I still say that the fluctuations in the value of the 
dollar can have no reference to the value of money among the 
Chinese; they are simply in reference to the exchange with 
the countries to whom those foreigners wish to remit the dollars: 
it is an affair entirely between the European m China and the 
European in Europe, or elsewhere; they have no reference 
whatever to the value of the money among the natives. 

570. Mow do you get at the profit and loss on these woollens,, 
because the woollens are sold in tales; how do you turn those 
tales over into English money ?—The tale is a nominal value ; 
there is no coin of that kind; it is a weight of silver, and not 
a coin. 

571. Why do you say that the tale varies in value?—The 
value of moneymust necessarily vary among the Chinese ; but 
the fluctuations in the exchange of the dollar at Canton have 
no reference whatever to the fluctuations in the value of money 
■among .the Chinese. 

572. Are not those woollens always sold for so much money ? 

—They are sold nominally in tales. 

573. Without any reference to the return in tea ?— Certainly ; 
it is not a barter transaction. 

574. Are they generally sold to different people ?—They are 
sold to all the Hong merchants, in the same proportion in which 
those .Hong merchants receive our woollens. The supply of 
tea, on the part of the Hong merchant, is proportioned to'the 
quantity of our manufactures which he takes from us 3 and that 

‘ * s the inducement to him to take our manufactures; because 
the more he takes of our goods the more we take of his tea., 

The tea is a gaining transaction to him. 

575. So that, although not really a barter, it is in effect a 
barter?—Ho; because we take much more of tea than we sell 
of manufactures. 

576. Do you buy tea of any parties to whom you do not sell 
woollens ?—No; we buy tea of all the Hong merchants, and 
we sell manufactures to all the Hong merchants, The quantity 
which they take of the manufactures bears a proportion to the 
quantity of their contract teas. 

577. Are the prices of the contract teas Iflglict or lower *em> 
rally than that of the tea which is bought upon the spot?—The 
quality is superior, and therefore the price is higher. 
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MartiSi 23° dk Februarii , 1830. 

CHARLES M A R J GRIB A NK S, Esq, again called in and 
examined. 

23 Feb, 1830. 578* Can you state the prime cost of the different sorts of tea 

~T“ per pound paid by the Company, in any given year, at Canton ? 

C Maiyonjimks, —p cannot state from recollection ; but the Company’s bocks 
vV/ ' from China will distinctly show it. The common price of 
contract congo teas? which forms the bulk of the investment, is 
25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 tales per pecul; that is, 133£lbs. 

579. How is that price settled; is that according to the mar¬ 
ket price at Canton, or according to a contract ?—There are 
three-fifths of the Company’s congo teas which are contracted for 
with the Hong merchants in the previous season to the season 
in which they are delivered; and two-fifths of the congo teas con¬ 
sist of old teas which are purchased at the conclusion of the season. 
These teas are contractedfor by the Hong merchants with the tea 
merchants, the particular descriptions of teas that the Company 
require being described to them. Upon the arrival of those 
teas in Canton they are subjected to every possible scrutiny 
which is supposed to be desirable, to ascertain their quality, 
when the prices given for them are established. 

580. Upon what rule are the prices established ?—Upon the 
quality of the teas, founded on the reports of the tea inspectors. 

581. Is that with reference to the price in the market at Can¬ 
ton P—-Not in the case of the contract teas. 

582. For what length of time are the contracts generally 
entered into ?--The contracts are concluded with the Hong 
merchants in the month of March fo* teas to be delivered in the 
ensuing season. 

583. Is it then an annual contract?—It is annually made. 

584. Are there considerable variations in the' contract from 

year to year ?—The am omit quantity varies according to the 
varying demand; the prides are not fixed until the teas are de¬ 
livered. •• 

585. Then is it a matter of agreement between the tea in¬ 
spectors and the Hong merchants what the price of the tea 
shall be in each year ?—Not at all. It is a matter of agreement 
between the Company's Select Committee and the Hong mer¬ 
chants. The reports of the tea inspectors are made to the Sc-, 
lect Committee: the members of that Select Committee are 
present in the Tea Hall where those examinations take place ; 
they hear the reports of the tea inspectors, and are principally 
guided by their reports: but the tea inspector has nothing what¬ 
ever to do with the settlement of the price of tea; that rests en¬ 
tirely with the Committee. 

586. The settlement of the price of tea is an annual settle¬ 
ment ?—It is an annual settlement, so far, that I think I stated 
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the teas of a certain quality and certain description, 
certain prices were given. Those prices were not determined 
according to the character of the lea given by the Hong mer¬ 
chant, but according to the real character which it was found to 
deserve after inspection. 

587. Are those the contract teas ?—The contract teas, and 
every tea that conies in the Company’s investment; the price 
of that is not established by any old standard, but by the real 
merits of the tea itself, 

588. Is that an annual settlement; and do the prices, m 
point of fact, vary much from year to year?—The prices do 

vary, * ‘ *■ 

589. Do they vary considerably from year to year ?—They 
so far vary, that in some seasons we have a very good supply of 
teas, and in other seasons an inferior supply; and iu those 
seasons, of course, the price paid for them is less. 

590. Can you give an instance of the variation from year to 
year ?—No, I cannot charge my recollection ; I should be sorry 
to speak to any thing which can be shown so much more accu¬ 
rately by printed statements. 

591. Do you mean that there is an invariable price for best, 

an invariable price for moderate, an invariable prick for the in¬ 
ferior sort of tea, and that the only variation in the price is ac¬ 
cording to the proportion which the best, the moderate, and the 
inferior bear to each other when they are brought in ?—If I 
were to endeavour to give the characters of the teas employed 
in China, I believe they would not be intelligible to this Com¬ 
mittee, The terms employed are found useful in rating the 
qualities of the tegs, and the teas that are found to deserve those 
characters are placed under them, and the prices given for them 
are according to the quality which it is found the tea really 
possesses. J 

592. Do you mean to say that there is an invariable price 
paid year by year for the same quality of tea, or that the same 
quality may one year with another fluctuate in its price ?—That 
applies to some of the teas, but not to all 

593. you state to what teas that does not apply ?—The 
question is in some respects complex; as the teas which are 
purchased as winter teas are received by different standards 
from the teas which are purchased under contract. Those 
general questions do not apply to the tea investment 
generally. 

594. Can you give the Committee the names of the teas, and 
the average amount of the teas which are subjcet to that con- 

M 
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tract, and which are excluded from it ?—Congo as well as twahiay 
c Uarjuribanks ! eas / P art °f investment consisting of contract congo 




is about 120,000 chests annually 

595. What is the quality of the congo tea ?>—It is a remarkably 
good black tea. But Congo is a general term ; there are several 
different classes of congo. 

596. What maj' be the average export of congo tea from 
Canton on the part of the Company?—Upwards of 200,000 
chests. But this is not all contract congo; there is a good deal 
of that winter congo. 

597. What proportion would the winter congo bear to the 
contract congo ?—The winter purchases of the Company are, 
I think., from 90,000 to 100,000 chests. 

598. With respect tobohea, wbat proportion does the contract 
tea of the sort called bohea bear to the winter bohea ?—There 
is no winter bohea. The bohea tea is a lower description of tea, 
which is used as a flooring for the Company’s ships ; the pro¬ 
portion of that to the general investment, is very small. X am 
unwilling to state the proportion, unless I could state it perfectly 
accurate ; but it is proportionably small. 

599. Is not the bohea tea commonly estimated at about 9 d, a 
pound in the prime cost?—We buy it at from 14 to 17 tales a 
pec uh 

600,. What is the price of congo tea paid by the Company ? 
—At present the Company’s price is at 25, 26, 27, 28, and 30 
tales per pecul. 

601. Do you speak of the tale at 6s. 8d> ?—I speak with re¬ 
ference to the conventional value of the tale at 6s. 8 d.; but I 
do not consider the tale to have that value. I should say, in 
explanation of the value of a tale, that I believe if a tale weight 
of dollar silver were melted down, and 6,9. of English money 
were also melted down, that they would yield nearly equal 
parts of pure silver; which, according to that estimate, would 
not give the tale at more than 6s. as compared with English 
money. 

602. Can you state the proportion that the port charges at 
Canton would bear upon a pecul of bohea tea?---No, I cannot 
from recollection. .. 

603. Can you state at what rate bohea tea is put up here ?— 
J only know' from the papers before Parliament; I have no per¬ 
sonal experience of the India-House sales. With respect to 
the prices of congo tea, I may state that in the year 1825 the 
Company’s prices of congo teas were reduced one tale per 
pecul upon every class of teas ; and the result of that was, a 
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igupoB the Company's iuVeatrnent of about £&Q,OOQ sterling 
per annum- 

604. Did the same reduction in price take place in other 
teas; bohea for instance ?•— Not at that period. 

605. Subsequently did a fall in price take place in bohea 
teas ?-—The price has varied, but I do not remember the precise 
variation. 

606. Can you state the prime cost of souchong tea?—30, 32, 
34, 36,38, 40 tales per pecul. 

607. Are there any copies kept of the accounts sent home 
by the Select Committee?-—All accounts with reference to the 
Company’s purchases are regularly sent home. 

608. Gan you state what the Canton charges consist of ?— 
The charges for the establishment of the Factory, the Factory 
rent, the wages of Chinese in the Company employ, and there 
are certain charges on merchandise which enter also to some 
amount into these charges, boat-hire to carry teas to the ships, 
linguist's fees, marking Company’s chests, &c\ 

609. Can you state the amount of them in any one year ?—I 
think the charges I speak of generally amount to about 100,000 
dollars, 

610. Is not the tea taken from the Hong merchants, who 
receive English goods in return, upon certain shares of which 
the Hong merchants have a certain quantity ?—The Company’s 
business is divided into twenty-one shares, which are appor¬ 
tioned differently amongst the different Hong merchants. The 
quantities of teas supplied by them upon contract, is in propor¬ 
tion to those shares. 

611. Are not the English manufactured goods, which they 
receive in return, also apportioned in certain shares?—With 
the greater part of the woollens that is the case. 

612. Is it the fact, then, that each merchant who has a certain 
proportion of this trade delivers a certain quantity of ten, and 


receives a certain quantity of goods ?■ 
those terms. 


-No, I did not state it in 


613, Can you give the Committee an account of the share 
which any one individual has had in furnishing tea to the Com¬ 
pany ?—I can state what the shares of the merchants are. The 
senior merchant has four of the twenty-one shares, the next 
four in succession have three, and the remaining two merchants 
have two and a half shares each. 

614, What is the amount of a share ?—ft depends upon the 
extent of the investments. 
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1830. 615. Is it equally divided according to the investment of the 

. ;; , year?—The Company’s business is divided into twenty-one 
T*q ’ shares ’ apportioned as I have stated. 


6 L6. Do the Hong merchants that furnish this tea all of 
them receive a certain quantity of woollens or other articles 
imported by the Company into Canton ?—*No; all the imports 
are not regulated in the same way. They have received the 
greater proportion of Company's woollens according to their 
shares for a distinct and decided reason, that the merchants 
have always complained that the woollens which they have 
received have been no gain to them, and on some occasions a 
loss: therefore it has been considered equitable that the mer¬ 
chants who have the largest portion of the teas received from 
them, should take in return the largest proportion of British 
manufactured goods. 

817, In point of fact, each individual having a share of* the 
tea trade does receive a certain proportion of woollens from the 
Company?—He receives his proportion according to the pro¬ 
portions I have stated. 

618. In the settlement of the account between the Company 
and those individuals so furnishing a portion of the tea and re¬ 
ceiving a portion of woollens, how is it conducted?—It is con¬ 
ducted upon the same principle as other mercantile transactions. 
The merchants, who deliver more in value than they receive, 
have the balance paid to them. 

619. But the one, as far as it goes, is set off against the other ? 
—Not always: generally speaking it is so. There have been 
sometimes importations on the Company’s account at the period 
when no teas have been received. Of course, the merchants 
who have received the goods as imported would be required 
to pay the amount value of them into the Company’s -trea¬ 
sury, 

620. In all those cases in which there have been accounts on 
both sides between the Hong merchants and the supercargoes 
and woollens, a balance is struck between them, estimating the 
woollens at a given price, and the tea at a given price?—I 
scarcely understand the question. The trade, in cases where 
goods are received and delivered, is conducted on similar prin¬ 
ciples to those applying to mercantile transactions all over 
the world—the debtor and creditor account is settled between 
the parties. 

621. In what way is the value of the vroollens estimated by 
the supercargoes ?—They receive information as to prices of the 
woollens in the markets of China from the Hong merchants, as 
well as from other sources which are open to them. Though 
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•theJ^oJTipany’s servants are confined in their commercial trans¬ 
actions to the Hong merchants, their ears are open to informa¬ 
tion from ever}' quarter which rnay be considered one of intelli¬ 
gence. They are aware of the state of the China market for 
woollens and any other description of goods. 

622. Is the value of woollens settled by the Select Com¬ 
mittee upon such evidence as they obtain?—It is adjusted be¬ 
tween them and the Hong merchants. The Hong merchants 
have frequently been required to receive woollens, when they 
have made very serious objections to it. 

623. Are any of those woollens ever sold by the Company to 
any other parties than the Hong merchants ?—I think not. A 
small experimental consignment of some goods may, upon some 
occasion, have been sold to some other* person, but the com¬ 
mercial transactions of the Company in buying and selling are 
confined to the Hong merchants. 

624. Then it follows, that the price settled between the 
supercargoes and the Hong merchants must be a price which is 
obtained from information about the market, and not from 
actual dealings in the market on the part of the supercargoes ?— 
The supercargoes do not go into the retail market to sell the 
doth, but they receive information from every source which is 
open to them, and according to their information they are 
guided in the adjustment of prices. I believe the supercargoes 
have equal means of obtaining general information in China 
with other persons. 

625. The fact being, that it is a sale by one party possessing 
a monopoly to another party possessing a monopoly ?—That is 
a question which involves tne word mono poll /, to which different 
persons give different significations. The Company's is a mo¬ 
nopoly in some respects and not in others. 

626. In what respect is the Company's trade with China not 
a monopoly?—British ships from every port in Asia are per¬ 
mitted to arrive in China. The Company have allowed British 
merchants to remain in China, w ith and without the diplomas of 
foreign consuls; they have given every encouragement to British 
commerce in China. There are very numerous instances which 
can be stated, where the Company has " not what is called a 
monopoly in an invidious sense of the word. I conceive, under 
the protection of the Company, the British trade generally at 
Canton has originated and has been preserved. 

627. Then, so far as the free trade is concerned, is there not 
a monopoly on the part of the Ea&t-India Company for the 
export of teas to all parts of the British possessions ?—There 
are powers vested in the Company by acts of the Legislature, 
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to # trade .expltisively. from the dominions of the Emperor of 
a MariorihnvU in te2U .V' e Gomifeny, however, give tea licences to 

'* country ships, which proceed to different ports in Asia, to carry 
teas there for the consumption of those ports: in these, New 
South Wales is included, I may state, with regard to the word 
if monopoly*’ that since X have been acquainted with China, 1 
have never known a Company’::; servant there to show the least 
wish unnecessarily to restrict the limits of British commerce, or 
to interfere with the fair trader, as long as he conducted himself 
in a manner that could not endanger the general trade in 
Canton, 


628. By whom are the licences to export tea from Canton to 
India given ?—By the Select Committee, 


629. Is not also the furnishing woollens to the Hong mer¬ 
chants a trade exclusively in the hands of the Company, in so 
far as that can be carried on by Briton s ?—No ; they allow their 
captains and officers to import woollens into China, and I know 
no prohibition against their being imported into China in 
country ships, 


630. is not there a prohibition of the export of woollens ?- 
do not understand the question. 


63 L Js it not the fact that they were prohibited by the Eng¬ 
lish law?-I nrn not accurately acquainted with the provisions 
of the English law. I do not imagine that the Company ever 
exercise any power which is not vested in them by the Legisla¬ 
ture. ^ I do not remember that their representatives in China 
interfered in the importations of private ships. 


()32. Can you state the amount of tonnage allowed to the 
officers of the Easfc-Indla Company to export goods from 
England or India to Canton ?—I can only speak from recollec¬ 
tion of what can ho much more accurately shown by documents; 
but I think the Company allow their officers two-fifths of the 
ships’ tonnage upon their own account, from port to port in 
India, I do not remember the precise amount of tonnage 
granted to the commanders of direct ships; but the Company's 
direct ships rarely go out with full cargoes; and no refusal is, I 
believe, given by the Company to officers exporting any goods 
upon their own account, which they may be desirous of 


doin ; 


V 


533. Can you state the actual price at which cloth of different 
descriptions was sold to the Hong merchants, in any given 
year, by the supercargoes ?—I must plead defect of memory 
on those subjects; those statements are all regularly sent 
home. 


mtsrfy > 
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you furnish that statement to the Committee?—I 

can do so. 

635. Have the Company exported any cotton-yarn to China 
within the last few years?—The exports of cotton-yarn to 
Canton the year I left China had been very limited. The Com¬ 
pany exported cotton-yarn as an experimental consignment: but 
it was only within the last two years that it lias been introduced 
into China. I may refer the Committee to a general statement 
of British trade at Canton. I have here a Statement of British 
trade at the port of Canton for the year ending the 80th of June 
1828, which shows the precise amount of the trade on the Com¬ 
pany's and private account. 

[The ’rvitness delivered in the'same.] 
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CORRECTED STATEMENT of the BRITISH TRADE at the 

IMPORTS ! 


1 Tales. 

| Dollars. 


on account of IBroad cloth,.. tides 4*154 * • yards 43|'. 

thfe Hon. Company. Long ells . ►... 5,003 .. pine** *00, 

- I Worleys... 300. 6, 

Imports remaining Aver.Carnlt'fs ... 470 . 4, 

Season 1020-7. | Mohfvii; camlets.... 2 ......... 

' Longells .-tales 197,222British calicoes ... m ......... 15, 

Worleys-- 2«,<XW Blankets and scarfs ... 2.. 

Camlets ......., 68,901 British lion ... peculs 30., 

*'Leart .......30j 


810 


Tales 292,126 Cottons. Beium) . . 39,330.. 86,i 

T)o. Madras . 12,029.. 27,f 

Do. Bombay ....2:1,486 .. 62,8 

Sandalwood.*> —_......... billets 32,834 .......... 3 ,£ 


Imported by Country 
Ships, 1828-9: 
Cotton, Bengal, 

Hales . 18,842 

Peeals . 35,251 

Tales . 324,559 

H.C. Ships: 

Cotton, Bengal 34,962 
Do. Madras 38 / 
Do. Bombay 3 &Q 46 


Peculs 67,895 


M 3 ,mo, 

578,769! 

30,009, 

98,136! 

4861 
77,H2 
, 204! 

4HO; 

124,4701 
798,5641 
240 , 0171 
621,725 
16 ,ST 

" KxmMB 4 , 518 , 957 . 


OK PRIVATE ACCOUNT: 


.... pee. 41,407 at. 91 . 6 m. wpee. t$, 898,2 

. 387 — 9 f ■ 5 .. 3,6 

..220,684 — 9 1. 2 . 9,103.7 


Cotton, Bengal . 

Do. Madras. 

Do. Bombay... 

Opium, Msilwah. .... eh. 3,080 at 1,185 drs. ch. drs, 3,849,800 
1)0. Patna and Bertares 7,191 — l ,056.. 7Mi 


2,505,660 3,480,01 


radl.C.ShhM pec. 14,252Pepper......». pec. 14,252 at 7 drs. wpec. 

12,574 Rattans ..24,614 — 6 . 

21,508 Betel-nut. ..31,800 — 2$. 

1,260 Futchuck . 1,334 — 12 . 

142Sharks’0ns... 2,030 — .10 . 


lOlibanum 

666 Blackwood 

- - 


522 — 5 . 
700 — 6 l 

1,455 Sandalwood . 6,150 — 20 . 

Ivory.*. 762 — 80, 

1,158 Saltpetre.... 1,200 — 5^. 


1361 Cloves,.... 190 — 60. 

3,552 Flints . 3,652 — 2 . 

Catties 25 Amber, very inferior.. cattles 25 — 13 drs. tp cat. 

Peculs 4,188 Iron. pec. 4,1)18— 24 drs. pec. 

2,084 Lead .... 2,084 — 8 .., .<...... * 

3,019 Tin. . 3,019 — 20 . 

70jSpeltre . -. . 70— If.. 

'Broad cloth. . yds, 25,725 — 1 & 2 drs. ip> yd 

Woollens, various kinds ..... . 

Cotton goods, British long doth, &c..... 

* CottonWarn . pec. 214 (invoice cost).... 

Pearls, estimated value . . . 

Corneliaus, ditto. ... ......< 

Clocks and machinery, ditto . . .... 

Rice, Manilla.... .j,;,..... pec. 3,000 — 2 dw. up pec. , 

Rhinoceros’ horns, and cows' horns .. 36 — 60.. . . 

Fish maws..... 210 — 75.. 

Myrrh. 48—16 . 

25,527 Sundries; estimated value.... .. . 


Dollars 18,000 
33,617 


8,400 


Opium, Portuguese 
Ships, 1827-28: 
Human n. . .Chests 1,088 
Company’s Patna 73 
Do. Malwah 413 


Chests 2,474 


Opium on hand, 1st July 
1828. 

Patna. Chiefs 2,482 

Benares .......... 421 

I ‘.Malwah. l,m 


Chests 4,435 


12,365,560 


* This cotton yam was returned to Bombay. 


Drftif/8 



20,364,600, 





























































































Select committee of the house ot? commons 9, 

CANTON, for the Year etulingf 30th June 1828. 



EXPORTS 
on account of 
the Hot). Company, 


Tales. 

Unloading ohargea 13,609 
factory expenses 75,954 
European estab. ,, 5,902 v 
Expei). of schooner 1,205 


Iiohuan ............. peculs -28,967 

Congo...... 161,545 

Souchong ... i,G05 

IVankay ..... 38 ,017 

Hy*0».-...-- 4.603 

Hyson-skin ♦ ... l,(,u 

North American Invwtment, Including supruca.rgoes 

commission........ 

Cape stores, teas and sundries ..... 

St. Helena stores, and stores to Bengal and Bombay ... 


109,0 


" Port charges on 28 ships (Boyne Included) ........... 

late* 96,830 Unloading charge, Canton Factory expenses, Canton) tu > M 
European establwlimcnl, expenses of schooner, &c«. ) 


xp H.C.S. to England 


f 


ifiv Country Ships .. 

H.C.S. jmc. 1,700 

Pieces 227,300 



ON PRIVATE ACCOUNT. 

Congo ...5,600 at 2lt/mpec, 

Campoi, Souchong, Pouchong 8,110 — 82 .. 

Pekoe. 461 — 30...,._ 

Twankay. 602 — 2(1.. 

Hyson .2,620 — 46. 

Hyson-skin . 945 — 20. 

Gunpowder. 60 —- 60 . 

| Black tea . 850 — 30 . 


Green tea. 1 , 73 s — 42 

Raw silk. Nankin ..1,834 —450 drs. 

Do. Canton, of sorts .. 1,736. 


. t«. nn,mf 

... 09,520 
... 17,632 
i,. 15,652 
... 120,088 
,.. 24,570 
... 3,000 

... 25,000 

... 72 ,m 


drs. 825,000 
.319,920 


pcs. 396,400 — 98 drs. tff» 100 pcs. 389,472 


. 325,400 — 75 . 


Nankeen cloth, large) 

brown. ) 

Nankeen cloth, Sd ( 

sort .) 

Nankeen cloth, ,3d 1 
sort, small 

Su^ar candy ... pec. 9,420 — 12 dr*. m> pec., 

fcot t sugar .34,139 — 6 ....... V .... 

guwia Itgnea .. 3,648 — 20 . 

Tortoiseshell. 50 _ j.ooq 


. 244,050 


36,200 - 48 ...... 17,376 


v I VRlUIpuJiUpll 5|» - , r , 1 { 

V/c Mother-Of-Pearl............ 27 5 —* 15 

1 3l ‘ m £*B0*!9*i*& Pim-good,., crapes, scarf); fcw ratliiktrt"raim 


241,000 


Table, 1,660* • .floor 660 
Peat's 1J9 
— 202 

Pieces 5,000 


Catties 36 


Dollars 2*270 

Remittances through the 
Company’s Treasury, 
1827-0 and 1829-9: 

Dollars. 

Bilk on the 1 », n 

Hon. Court ] /3,W1 

Certificates.... 447,148 

Bill on the'U 417 
Bengal gov. /*>*** > ( 


Dollars 2,949.904 


Command on\ . r . M 
cotton bonds J«*671,060 


Coarse china-ware 

Bamboos and whangee canes 241.U00 —‘l 5 dr/, ’qL’m ...... . 

Musk .. .. . catlus })0 — 81 ) .. cfcatty . ”* 

Glass beads, itc . m ?ta firM — 20 .. Z 

Table and floor mats .. rets 2,320 . . . 

Vermillion.. bates 4( U — 44 .. per bo//././//" 

Rhubarb . peculs 262 — f,5 .. per pewl . 

Cochineal...... do. 147 —500 .. do. . 

[> ,ll ™ ,8ks .;*••••■• Pieces 5,000 — 10 drs. pi eve .“ ‘ 

irnate^Pvah kittysols » firowork «, lacquered ware, 

Seed Coral .. catties 36 at 30 drs. ap catty ........ * 

Hraas foil.........- peculs 265 — 50 pecul........ 

Alum, aniseed, China root, gaiengai, gamboge. Ac. . 

g° W •. tales wt. 300 — 25 drs. :m tale' .... . 

Dollars, Sycee and Peruvian silver..*.* 


5,756,872 


340,213 


205,834 

6,310,919 


498,792 


Dollar*. 

1,145,220 


649,098 

113,040 

204,834 

72 ,!M> 

56,000 

4,125 

200,925 

49,100 

8,615 
7,200 
36,000 
3,584 
20,240 
17,030 
73,500 
80,000 
38,086 
1,080 
15,370 
15,70 2 
7,500 
26,550 

„ 47.795 
C,094,640 


Disbursements on nineteen regularshins; ait drs. 9.000 each • *\ 
a,ld thirty-nine cuuntav ships, a t^- 
drs, 7,000 each, measurement of country ships included ) 


R.ilnnce 


Dollars. 


8,765, m 


692,7 67 


0,964,000 

500,000 


18,921,032 

1,442,660 


Dollan jl(l,364,600 


N 
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EVIDENCE ON KAST-INDfA AFFAIRS 

' 036. Does that show the quantity of cot ton-yarn import 
—There is cotton-yarn imported on private account in this year 
• to the amount of 14,000 dollars. 

637* Does the private trade include the trade of the Com¬ 
pany’s officers ?—It does. 

638. Can you state the amount of cotton-yarn imported in 


the subsequent year ?- 
I have it not with me. 


■I can furnish the Committee with it, but 


639. Do you know what the numbers were of the cotton yam 
that were exported ?—I do not remember the precise numbers, 
but tiie Chinese objected to very fine descriptions of cotton- 
yarn, 'uasrnuch as they could not work it up in their cloths. 

640. Can you give the .Committee any account of the cotton 
piece-goods imported?—In the year 1828, it is given to the 
amount of 66,487 dollars, 

641. You stated that the Hong merchants take a certain pro¬ 
portion of the Company's woollens in proportion to the quantity 


• quantity 


of tea 1'urnished: is the contract for taking the woollens made 
at the same time with the contract for furnishing the tea?—-The 
price of the woollens is settled at the period at which the woollens 
are delivered to the merchants; the contract for the teas is 
made the year previously, and the prices adjusted when the teas 
are delivered. 

642. The contract for the price of teas is not made at the 
same time with the contract for the price of woollens ?—The 
prices of teas and the prices of woollens have wo reference to 
each other; they are established separately, 

643. Does raw or manufactured produce find the best market 
at Canton ?—Raw produce, generally speaking. 

644. Is that because the Chinese government wishes to pro¬ 
tect its own manufactures ?«—I conceive the Chinese government 
have a disposition to protect their native industry and their own 
manufactures. I should be led to draw that conclusion from the 
very high duty which is placed upon the article of camlets, the 
sale price of which in China is generally about 40 dollars, and 
the duty upon it*is 18 dollars, being nearly 60 per cent, upon 
the sale value. The camlet is the nearest approximation to then* 
silk manufactures. We do not possess the same power over the 
Chinese as we do over our Indian empire. We have excluded 
the manufactures of India from England by high prohibitory 
duties, and given every encouragement to the introduction of 
our own manufactures into India. By a selfish (I use the word 
not invidiously) policy, we have beat down the native manufac¬ 
turers of Dacca and other places, and have inundated their 
country with our own goods. We do not possess the same power 
over China; we may exclude their manufactures by high duties, 
but we cannot compel the Chinese to receive ours on our own 


misTfif 
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firs, I jg&o-ukl think they have sagacity enough to protect 
themselves. 

645. Do the Chinese object to the English calicoes as not 
equally durable with their own?—Yes., they consider them more 
flimsy and less durable. 

646. Are those camlets frequently smuggled into the country ? 
—Very frequently, from the very high duty and consequent 
temptation. 

647. Are you acquainted with the manufactured calicoes of 
India ?—I have seen them. 

648. Are they not superior in point of strength to tho&e 
which arc exported from this country ?—I cannot speak to that 
point. 

649. You have stated, that the assumed value of the tale by 
the East-India Company is 6,?. Sd, , can you state what is the 
assumed value of the tale by the Americans?—All the Ame¬ 
rican purchases and sales are conducted in dollars and cents, with¬ 
out any reference to the tale. 

(550. Besides camlets, what other articles of British manu¬ 
facture are subject to duty in China ?—All articles. I speak of 
camlets as being subject to an extraordinary high duty ; and I 
account for that by its being a nearer approximation to their silk 
manufactures than any other article of British manufacture 
which is imported into China. 

651. Is the duty upon calico what you would call a high duty, 
with reference to the duty upon camlets, for instance?—No; 
the duty on camlets is higher in point of relative value. 

652. How is New South Wales supplied with tea?-—By 
licenses, which are granted by the Select Committee in China 
to private ships which carry tea to New South Wales. 

653. Is it a direct trade. Have you a list of Chinese duties? 
—It is generally a direct trade, though sometimes the ships 
stop at Batavia. 1 have here a list of Chinese duties said to be 
charged by the Hong merchants on goods imported into Canton. 
I believe this list of duties to be compiled from as accurate 
sources as possible. I have heard private British merchants 
resident in Canton declare the very great difficulty they had in 
ascertaining the accuracy of the Chinese duties. I beg to state 
that that list of duties was acquired entirely for my own private 
information,'"with no view to laying it before a Committee of 
the House of Commons. 

(The witness delivered in the same, which teas read asJbllom:) 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

Estimated LIST of DUTIES charged by the Hong Merchants on Goods 
C. Marjoribanks, imported into Canton. 

ksq» 


Cotton-. 

, Sandal wood. 

j Black wood or ebony. 

Japan wood .* 

Camphor, 1st sort. • • 

2d . 

Ollhanum .... 

Pufrhuck ........... 

Myrrh.. 

Cufch.. 

Tortolserthell . 

Elephant*'Teeth . 
Rhinoceros’ horns «• • • 
Buffalo do* ...... 


a i o 


Mother-of-pearl shells. 

! Birds' nests, 1st sort........ 

L , , 2d . 

Shark fins. 

Fish maws - .. 

Rattans . ... 

Pepper --...».;. 

Betel-nut .. 

Cloves ............... . ., 

.Nutmegs ... 

Tin •• ... 

Iron... 

ar..:::::::::::::::::::: 

Steel . . 

Quicksilver .. 

Amber, large ... 

small . 

Coxal heads . 

Branch, 1st sort. 

2d .. 

3d .. 

„ 4th, or fragments 

Cotton handkerchiefs, large 
; small 

Longcloths, 1st sort. 

2d . ... 

Broadcloth.. 

Kerseymere .. 

Camlet, English... *. 

Dutch . 

Long ells . 

Scarlet cuttings • 

Bees'-wax . 

Laud otter skins. 

Sea otter shins. 

Rabbit skins- 
Beaver skins. 

Ginseng 
Cudbear 
Cochineal 


0 

0 

lOfl 

1 

.1 

2 

2 

0 

7 

b 

24 

12 

0 

24 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


<T- I 

0 tjpj pocul. 

0 j Z. 

2 
0 
0 
0 
4 
6 
0 
1 

1 

L, 

2 
0 


3 

,5 11 1 

4 4 0 

i c, a 

V 3 ft 

1 2 R 

0 3 8 

0 ! 

4 
7 
7 


1 

13 

IS 

m . 

132 3 


1 
0 
a 

3 
0 
o 

9 
9 
0 
0 
8 
2 

4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

0 each ...... 

5 ! ditto ...... 

0 piece ...... 

0 ! ditto . 

0 J W* 10 covids 

ti ditto - 

0 j ditto . 

6 ! ditto . 

0 ! ditto . 

0 , Jj^pecul .. 




i oi f i«/.»ZT he C M? A rates , nrG } Td uced Into sterling at 6-v. fltf. per tale. The covld Is eaual to 
1.21 inches; and tire pecul to 1331 pounds avoirdupois. q 

654. Could you, from an inspection of this document, state 
to the Committee the amount per cent, of the duties upon the 
value of any of these articles ?—I can have it rated, but I could 
not immediately state it. 

i)55. Are those fixed duties, or do they vary in different 
years ?~~We have been told sometimes that the duties are 
charged differently* Every foreign trader has been desirous of 
paying his own duties, but that has always been prohibited. 
It was among the requisitions made by Lord Macartney of the 
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xt was then, and has been subsequently, 23 

. . , . ■ „ . C'Mcirjoribat&Sf 

upon camlets v aried materially m your 

recollection ? ~ I think that has remained steadily at the rate of 
about eighteen dollars per piece. 

657. Notwithstanding this high duty, is there much demand 
for them in China ? —There is a considerable demand. I be¬ 
lieve it is an article in which smuggling has taken place to a 
great extent, from the temptation which a high duty always 
gives. 

6#8. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity 
of camlets that has been imported by the East-India Company 
into China ? It is stated m the Returns. 

659. Are the Committee to understand, that the whole of 
the duties that are paid, are paid by the Hong merchants upon 
the vessels for which they go security ?—The Hong merchants 
are responsible for all duties upon foreign trade. With regard 
to the persons who deal outside of the Hong, their duties can 
onl} r be paid through the Hong merchants. 

669, Have you any reason to suppose that, in any instance, 
the duties paid by one merchant are higher or lower than the 
duties paid by another ? or is there any opening for any bargain 
with respect to the amount of duties ?—-Not to my knowledge; 

I should be sorry to say that it were otherwise, from the cor¬ 
rupt nature of the Chinese government. 

661. To what, then, do you ascribe the anxiety you state to 
have been evinced by individual merchants to pay the amount 
of their own duties ?-—It was from a wish to ascertain precisely 
the amount, and how far they could rely upon that amount with 
a view to future importations. 

662. Does not the secresy which is observed with respect to 
the amount of duties make it always open to the government 
officers to demand more or less from one merchant than ano¬ 
ther ?—I do not know that this has ever taken place. The 
struggle between the Chinese and foreigners has always been, 
that the Chinese have endeavoured to keep the control of the 
trade in their own hands; and but for the intervention of the 
Company, I conceive that the restriction would have been infi¬ 
nitely stricter than it is now. 

663. It appears that the importation of camlets has decreased 
considerably in each year ; can you state any reason for that? 

—A good many Dutch camlets have been imported by Dutch 
ships ; and camlets have also been imported on private account. 

664. Elas not the smuggling trade in camlets increased ?— 

The smuggling trade in every article has increased within my 
knowledge to a very great extent. 

665. Has it increased chiefly in those articles on which the 
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in opium, of 


1^0, duties are highest ?~It has increased 
n jr, - ,, . which there is a prohibition, 

C.Mayortba'nfa, t , rr a . 1 . 

J%. ooo. Of the rated articles, must not the tendency of the 

smuggling trade be to increase most in those articles upon 
which the duty is highest?—Certainly. 

(567. Is not the duty upon camlets high ?~~Yes ; I have 
stated it to be nearly fifty per cent, on the sale price.. 

668. Therefore may it not he presumed that the smuggling 
tr&de in camlets has increased ?—I cannot speak from any cer¬ 
tain knowledge of its increase. 

669. How many Hong merchants are there ?—Seven. 

«/0. Ehat is a lower number than formerly existed, is it 
not?—Within my recollection I think there have been seven, 
eight, nine, ten, and eleven. 

6/1. M hat causes have led to the diminution of the number 
of Hong merchants ?—Bankruptcies among them. 

<>72, How do the seven existing Hong merchants stand now 
with respect to property ?—Howqua, the senior merchant, is a 


man of very large property. The second in the Hong, Mow- 


qua, has been a man of large property, but he is ~of more 
questionable property now; I consider him still to be a very 
sufficient merchant. Puankhequa and Chun qua are both men 
of opulence. I should say the same of Goqua. Kin qua and 
Fatqua, the two juniors, I believe to be poor men, and indiffe¬ 
rent merchants. 


673. Have you known any connexion existing between the 
outside merchants and the Hong merchants, by winch the 
capital obtained of the outside merchants is brought to support 
the lower class of Hong merchants ?—I believe that exists. 

674. Is not Dr. Morrison the interpreter of the Company ? 

•■—•He is. 

675. Is he not also the editor of the Canton Register ?~No, 
I believe not. 

676. Is he a proprietor ?~~Not to my knowledge. 

Are you acquainted with the statements of commerce 
winch are contained in the Canton Register ?—I have seen 
them, 

678. As far as they have come within your information, do 
they contain accounts upon which reliance can be placed ?— 
Sometimes the information in them is correct, and sometimes 
incorrect. The Canton Register is like other newspapers in 
this respect. 

679. Do the Hong merchants make any objection to enter¬ 
ing into security for the American Hups ?—The Hong mer¬ 
chants have invariably declared their preference to being 
security for the Company s ships; they wish to refrain from 
being security for other ships. I have understood that the 
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4»s, upon occasions, could only get Hong merchants to 
——* security for the ships by agreeing to carry on their 
commercial transactions with them. 

680. In point of fact, do not the Hong merchants become 
security for a very considerable number of American ships, ex¬ 
ceeding thirty in a year? —Every ship that arrives at Canton 
some Hong merchant must be security for. The American 
ships of late years have been below thirty in number ; only 
twenty in 18T7-8, and below that number, I believe, in the sub¬ 
sequent year. 

681. Is there any additional charge made by the Hong mer¬ 
chant upon the American ship, not made upon the British ship, 
which can measure the indisposition of the Hong merchant to 
become security for the one as compared with the other ?— 
What 1 have stated, I think, in some measure answers the 
question, that I have known instances where the Hong mer¬ 
chants have declined being security for the American ships, 
unless the agents of those ships agree to trade with them. I 
I conceive that afforded the Hong merchants an opportunity of 
imposing an indirect tax upon the American ships. 

688, Where a Hong merchant becomes security for the 
Company s ship, does not the trade of that ship necessarily 
turn to the Hong merchant?—Not at all. 

683. In the case in which the trade of a British ship does not 
go through the Ilong merchant, is it not an arrangement, with 
the assent and permission of the Hong merchant, that the trade 
is carried on with an outside merchant?—If the goods are ship¬ 
ped frond Canton, they can only be shipped from the ware¬ 
house of a Hong merchant, therefore it must be with his sanc¬ 
tion. The junior merchants, the poorer merchants, have been 
those most disposed to permit such shipments; they have often 
formed connexions with the outside men, which have been very 
injurious to themselves, and injurious to the trade generally. 

68-k Are the instances numerous, in which you have, in your 
experience, known the Hong merchants to refuse becoming 
security for the American ships?—The Ilong merchants did 
not refuse to become security; but they showed an indisposition 
to become security, which indisposition did not extend to the 
ships of the Company. 

685. How did they evince that indisposition?—By in some 
instances requiring, I have been told, an indemnity bond of the 
captain or supercargo of the vessel; by the Hong merchant 
requiring, m some instances, that lie should be dealt with In 
preference to any other merchant. 

686. How could a Hong merchant become security for a ship 
without that ship dealing with him?—It is constantly the case 
with the Company’s ships ; they become security for the ship, 
with no reference to tlieir future commercial dealing* at all. 
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The merchants become security successively for the Company’s 
ships as they arrive. 

r 687. What is the inducement, to the Hong merchant t.o 
become security for a ship, when he has none of .the dealings 
with that ship put into his hands ?—He has no particular in¬ 
ducement to become security for an individual Company s ship, 
except from the advantages which he derives from the trade 
generally, 

688. Did you ever know a Company’s ship to be secured by 
a Hong merchant who had not a share in the Company s 
business ?—The Hong merchants have all shares in the Com¬ 
pany s business. 

689. Are not some of the junior Hong merchants in such a 
state of embarrassment as to induce the Select Committee not 
to trust them with the management of the shares assigned to 
them, but that those shares are managed by other more re¬ 
sponsible Hong merchants on their behalf?—Not now. In 
former years, when the juniors have been in difficulties, such 
has been the case. 

690. Do the Hong merchants ever become security for private 
ships which do not"deal with them?—I cannot say that they 
have not done so. 

691. Is there any indisposition on the part of the Hong 
merchants to give security for country ships?—I may say,; to a 
certain extent, it has been ; for they have required indemnity 
bonds, upon some occasions, to be given by persons connected 
with the country trade, to protect them against any exactions 
from the government, in event of deviations from the Chinese 
regulations on the part of the persons connected with; that 
trade. 

692. Did you ever know that, course adopted with respect 
to American ships?—I have been told that it has been; I have 
been told that indemnity bonds have been required from Ameri¬ 
can agents. 

693. With respect to ships of other foreign countries, Dutch 
ships for instance, are you aware of any indisposition on the 
part of the Hong merchants to become security for them ?—The 
Dutch trade has been very limited oflate years; but I am not 
aware of any such indisposition. 

694 Will you describe the process that takes place upon the 
arrival of a ship, for the purpose of finding a merchant to 
become security ?—As far as the Company are concerned, it 
has been arranged that the Hong merchants shall successively 
become security for the ships as they arrive. 

695. Within the last two or three years has not one of those 
Hong merchants become insolvent?—Yes. 

696. Which of them is that? -Manhop. 

697. Has he still a share of the Company’s business?—No. 
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HVcmltf Manhop be asked or permitted to secure one 23 
Film Company's ships ? - He is no longer a merchant; 1 beheve cMwJoribanht 
he is at this moment at Elec, in the centre of the wilds of jjpj. 
Chinese Tartary. 

699, Is not his hong still; at Canton,, and in the iist of. the 
security merchants?—No; lie is a bankrupt, and his hong is 
dissolved. 


700. Did he.not remain at Canton some time after he became 
a bankrupt and compromised with his European creditors?--! 
believe he was kept in very close confinement, by order of the 
Chinese government, for a number of weeks. He was very 
much addicted to opium smoking, and I believe that was his 
only consolation. 

701. If one Bcng merchant failed with money belonging to an 
European in his hands, are not the Co-Hong responsible for that 
debt by the law of China?--By the law of China to a limited 
amount only, to the amount of 100,000 tales: that is the Im¬ 
perial law, but that has never been acted upon. 

702 You stated that there have been other ports besides 
Cai i ton where other Europeans have had access, as Amoy ; can 
you state whether the same mode of carrying on business through 
Hong merchants exists at those establishments as ai Canton?-*- 
I stated that the Spaniards still possessed the privilege, which 
J believe to be a merely nominal one, inasmuch as they have 
taken no advantage of it of late years ; therefore no mercantile 
establishment exists with a view of carrying on trade, because 
there is no trade. 


703. Do you know whether there was an establishment of 
Hong merchants for the purpose of carrying on trade there ?— 
There is no foreign trade there now whatever, and therefore no 
merchants. I believe there was in former years. 

704. Do you know what was the establishment when foreign 
trade was carried on ?—Upon reference to the records of the 
Company, I have seen a description of persons spoken of during 
the early periods of our trade, designated government mer¬ 
chants ; those persons have been persons who were put forward 
by the Chinese government to deal with foreigners, and respon¬ 
sible to the government, much in the same way that the Hong 
merchants are now. The early period of our trade with^ China 
shows the commerce very ill conducted, and displays the English 
character to very little advantage. The Portuguese and Spa¬ 
niards, the Dutch and English, first appeared on die coasts of 
China as a race of men eagerly desirous of wealth, but careless 
of the means by which it was obtained, ihe Chinese were at 
all times their masters in the arts of fraud and deception ; but 
it cannot excite surprise that a people wisely estimating the ad¬ 
vantages of peace as the first of blessings which can be besotvvod 
upon a nation, should have regarded the constant contentions o! 
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early adventurers with the edntetllp and mdiflerehce 
•—7 which they deserved. 

tn " S ’ VOS- You have given in a table showing that the barter trade 
in the year ending the 80th of June 1828, in the port of Canton, 
amounted to 20,804,000 dollars ; can you State what proportion 
that bears of the whole foreign trade at Canton .I 'Could give a 

statement of the amount of American trade, if it were not already 
before the Committee; and a comparison of the two statements, 
with that of the Dutch included, Would give the result, t should 
say the British trade at Canton is very considerably beyond all 
the others. 

706. By this statement it appears that the trade on the part 
of the Company imports 4,518,000 dollars; and that on private 
account, including 11,243,000 dollars, the amount by the 
private individuals is 12.365,000 dollars. Will you state in 
what manner this account is made up, to enable them to show 
the amount of imports of opium, when it is a prohibited article? 
—I have already stated, that though the Committee in China 
are confined in their commercial dealings to the Hong merchants, 
yet, like every other description ofpersons in their situation, they 
receive information from every source which they consider good ; 
and when they are desired by their employers to furnish them 
with accounts of the opium trade or others, they consider it 
their duty to make such inquiries as may elicit the best informa ¬ 
tion upon those subjects. Not dealing in opium themselves, 
they cannot speak to the practical part, but they receive infor- 

itflhtion from British agents and others who do deal in it. The 
friendly intercourse which has always existed between the re¬ 
spectable class of British merchants in China and the represen¬ 
tatives of the Company, induces the British merchants to com¬ 
municate readily information upon those subjects ; at least I have 
always found it so. 

707. It is stated here, that 3,080 chests of Mabva opium is 
valued at 1,185 dollars per chest; in what manner is that valua¬ 
tion obtained?—From the sale. Those prices‘are not put down 
by the Company’s servants; they are obtained from the British 
merchants who deal in opium. 

708. Are the Committee to understand, that although the 
trade of opium is prohibited under very severe penalties, yet 
that the quantity imported, and the prices at which it is sold, is 
as regularly known as any other article which is authorised and 
regularly imported ?—It is made no secret of; it is generally 
known by the parties who deal in it, and they communicate it 
to Others. The prices of opium are always given in the Canton 
Register, a public newspaper, 

70D. Is it not an instruction from the Court of Directors, that 
no Englishman in China shall in any way be concerned In the 
importation of opittin?—No; there is no shell order from the 
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T^MW-of Director ; the Company prohibit any of their own p 
Servants from dealing in opium. 

710. Are you aware; whether any of the Company’s marks 
are put on the chests of opium imported from Malwa and 
Bengal ?—J cannot speak accurately as to the fact. The only 
time when I have seen opium was when it was taken out pf the 
chest. I do not know that it is s.o ? and I do riot know that it is 
not. 

71.1. Is opium landed in chests in China?—! have understood 
that on board the country ships they break up the chests and 
put the opium into ba<p, in which state it is <|elivered to the 
Chinese- The chest; is a cumbrous article, and they wish to 
get rid of it. The chest does not fipd its wav into the Chinese 
boat; it is, I believe, left in the ship. 

712. jCan you inform the Committee how the trade of qpium 
is carried on ? The question rotors to the transfer of opium 
from the country ships to the opium boats ?—When I first went 
to China, the opium trade was at Macao, from which it wept to 
Whampoa, and is now confined to the islands at the mouth of 
the river. The opium smuggling bouts go alongside the ships in 
the open face of day, and the opium is delivered to them upon 
their presenting what is called ah opium order from the agent in 
Canton. 

73 T Is this trade carried on within the view of the officers of 
government and the men-of-war boats of the Chinese ?-—Fre¬ 
quently within the view of the men-of-war boats. 

714. Are there boats stationed on the part of the Chinese 
authorities lyithiri reach and view of this trade ?—Not regularly 
stationed: they frequently go and come there. They are con¬ 
stantly manoeuvring aboiit, and often report to the Canton autho¬ 
rities that they have swept the seas pf all smuggling ships. The 
ships remain there just the same 

715. Have you ever known any case in which they have in¬ 
terposed to prevent the carrying on of this opium trade ?—The 
Chinese have frequently interposed by the strongest proclama¬ 
tions. 1 have known some instances in which the opium boats 
have been seized, and the crew have had their heads cut off. 

716. Has that happened when they have been detected up 
the river, or at the place among the islands where the trade is 
carried on ?—They have been detected in different parts of the 
river. They are tried and convicted in a veiy summary manner- 
The custom-house officers, by whom the opium is seized, fre¬ 
quently on such occasions light a fire on the top of a hill in a 
conspicuous situation. The opium is declared to bo burnt, but 
I believe none of it is put into the fire. 

717. Then, in point of fact, the interposition, although it may 
he connected with the loss of life, does not lead to.the cessation 
of the trade?—No, it does not. The Chinese government, 
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"1830. with respect to opium, consider it as a traffic-that onght not to 
— exist. An Imperial edict is supposed to he indisputable, and 
CMvjorifxinhy an ythmg contained in it not to be contravened. They never 
acknowledge it asft trade. 

718. Therefore the existence of established laws against 
foreign trade and against foreigners by no means admits of pre¬ 
sumption that the practice is according to the law ?—No. Prac¬ 
tice and profession are much at variance in China. 

719. Then, in point of fact, it may be said that the smuggling 
trade in opium is carried on with the connivance of the Chinese 
authorities ?—With the connivance of the lower Government 
authorities ; I am not prepared to say of the higher authorities. 

720. Is that the case in the smuggling of other articles Yes, 
it is. 

721. Have you known of seizures being made of opium in the 
interior of China?—! have heard of them. I believe the opium 
finds its way to all parts of the empire, and within the wails of 
the Imperial palace at Pekin, though it is disclaimed and de¬ 
nounced as a poison. 

722. Is it carried on without interruption ?—No; it is liable 
to frequent interruptions. The persons who carry it from Canton 
are obliged to conceal it about their baggage, to evade the 
search of the Chinese officers. 

723. .How can a trade of such an extent be a secret trade ?— 
It is an illicit trade. 

724. You have stated that the smuggling trade in opium is 
confined to the islands at the mouth of the Canton river?—It is 
there that it is principally conducted; the foreign ships anchor 
there, and the opium boats go alongside of the ships there. 

725. Is it carried on at any other parts of the coast ?—-I have 
known opium ships go along the coast with a view to disposing 
of opium, but I believe unsuccessfully. 

726. Is the smuggling trade in other articles carried on in any 
other parts of the empire ?—Not to ray knowledge; it is all at 
Canton. 

727. Was there not a ship called the Merope freighted with 
opium ?—I remember a ship of the name of Merope, in China. 

728. Did not that ship sail to the northward, and dispose of 
her cargo somewhere about the ports of Amoy and Ning-po ?— 
I heard that she went along the coast, but the extent of her 
cargo I am not aware of. 

729. Have you ever known the Hong merchants deal in opium ? 
—Never, to my knowledge. 

730. Do you understand the consumption of opium in China 
to be rapidly increasing ?—Very rapidly. I think I stated that 
the year I left, China the importation of opium was supposed to 
be between 13,000 and 14,000 chests, which was a very eon- 
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.feKf&rable increase, I have a statement of the consumption and 28 Feb. ism 
value of the Indian opium in China, from 181849 to 1827-8. 

[ The witness delivered in the same*'] 

STATEMENT of Consumption and Value of Indian Ohum in 
China, from 1818-lb to 1827-8. 


C. Marjariba nlw>, 
JSbq- 


* *’ . *' 

Patna and Benarea, 

Mahvab. 

Total, 

1 ] 

Cheat** | 

Value. 

Chests. 

Value. 

Chests. 

Value. 


' 1 

Dollars. 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 

1818-19.. 

3,050 ! 

3,050,000 

1,530 

1,109,250 

4,580 

4,159,250 

1819-20.. 

2,970 

3,6*67,950 

1,630 

1,915,250 

4,600 

5,583,200 

1820-21.. 

3,050 

5,795,000 

1,720 

2,605,800 

4,770 

8,400,800 

1821-22,. 

2,910 

6,038,250 

1,718 

2,276,350 

4.628 

8,314,600 

1822-23. . 

1,822 

2,828,930 

4,000 

5,160,000 

5,822 

7,988.930 

1823-24.. 

2 ; 910 

4,656,000 

4,172 

3,859,100 

7,082 

8,515,100 

1824-25.. 

2,655 

i 3,119,625 

6,000 

4,500,000 

8,655 

7,619.625 

1825-25. * 

3,442 

j 3,141,755 

6,179 

4,466,450 

9,621 

7,608,205 

1826-27., 

3,661 

I 3,668,565 

6,308 

5,941,520 

9,969 

9,610,085 

1827-28.. 

5,114 

j 5,105,073 

4,361 

5,251,760 

9,475 

10,356,833 


Canton, 

l()th November, 1828. 


731. Is that statement confined to opium which has passed 
the Company's sales in India, or does it include the opium 
which is smuggled from India to China?—I believe it includes 
the Malwa opium, which comes from the Portuguese port of 
Demand. 

732. Is there any Turkey opium imported into China ?— 
There is. 

733. To any considerable extent?—In some years, I believe, 
it has been to the extent of 500 or 600 peeuls. The amount of 
a chest of opium is considered exactly one pecul. 

734. Is the Turkey opium better or worse than the Indian 
opium?—Very inferior; it is used by the Chinese to mix with 
the other opium. 

735. Does it go from the Mediterranean ?— It is brought 
from the Levant; chiefly from Smyrna, I believe. 

736. By what class of traders ?—I have known it come from 
Sincapore; and I have known it brought by American ships. 

737. Have you known it brought by European ships ?—I do 
not remember any being brought by European ships. 

738. Are you aware whether the Company's ships are allowed 
to take out any Turkey opium from England ?—They are not; 
they are prohibited by a regulation of the Company. 

739. Are the Bengal ships allowed to lake out any opium ?— 
I do not know. 
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740. Are you not aware that many officers in the India sor- 
. vice have taken opium from Europe to China, and have been 

4 Q %( obliged to send it circuitously instead of taking it in the 
Companj^s ships ?—I have been told that the Company’s offi¬ 
cers have speculated in opium on their pvvn account, by having 
it sent on from India to China. 

741 Do you know upon what principle the Chinese govern¬ 
ment prohibit opium ?—Upon a moral principle. 

742. In the statement you have delivered in, there is an 
account of 2,920 tales value of woollen remaining of the season 
of 1826-.7, whilst the imports from Europe in that year of 
woollens amount to 1,279,000 tales; can you state whether that 
is about the usual quantity of stock remaining in the Company’s 
stores at Canton?—The Company have very rarely any goods 
remaining on hand. It has occurred once or twice, when the 
importation has been larger than the market would take off; 
but they generally get rid of all goods as they are imported. 

743. Have they any portion of their cotton, or iron, or lead 
which they export remaining in store ?—No. When I say no, 
I speak generally; goods occasionally remaining over to a trifling 
extent. 

744. Generally speaking, then, the Company are able to dis¬ 
pose of their importations into China in the course of the 
season ? —Certainly. 

7i&* .Are the Committee to understand that the amount on 
private account in this return of goods imported into China 
includes the eountrj' trade, the amount imported by officers of 
Company’s ships, and all other British subjects ?~~I believe it 
does. 

746. In the statement of the exports, it appears that the 
value of goods exported on account of the Company, with 
their charges, amounted to 8,765,000 dollars, consisting entirely 
of teas ; will you inform the Committee whether the Company 
trade in any other article, as an export, except teas ?—Not 
now ; their investment is confined entirely to teas. They used 
to deal in raw-silk and nankeens, but they have not lately. 

747. Are you aware why the trade in raw-silk and nankeens 
was discontinued ?—The Company left those trades very much 
to their commanders and officers. 

748. Were there any other articles, since you have been at 
Canton, besides silk and nankeens, in which the Company 
dealt? —Nope to my recollection, except tea. 

749. Are you aware to what place the silk, and nankeens 
are now principally exported from Canton ?—I believe the 
manufactured silks exported from Canton go principally to 
America; and the raw-silk comes a great deal of it to this 
country, and. very little of it to America. 
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Are you aware that of late years a large quantity of raw* 23 
silk has been sent to Sincapore ?—I know' consignments have ^. rU)tm j <s> 
been made of raw-silk to Sincapore; I cannot state to what 
extent. 

751. Is artv tea consigned to Sincapoire ?•—-No tea can leave 
China except under license of the Eas-t-India Company, which 
I have stated is frequently given to country ships to export to 
ports in Asia, for consumption in those places. 

752. Has any license been granted to Sincapore ? — Sincapore 
must have been included among Other places. The license is, 
of course, to a limited amount, according to wjrnt appears to be 
the consumption in those places. 

753. h them any means of ascertaining the extent to which 
such licenses have been granted by the factory at Canton to 
those several places?—A list of licenses which have been 
granted has been kept 

75-L It appears that the imports on account of the Company 
were 1,500/000, and that the exports were 7,800,000 dollars; 
how is the difference in value made up?—The Commit tee m 
China draw upon the Bengal treasury for the amount of the 
balance of the trade. 

755. How does the operation take place, and how is the ex¬ 
change made?—The Company regulate that exchange generally 
according to the value of Sycee silver, which is Chinese bullion, 
and of dollars in the Chinese market, in order to ascertain at 
what rate they can secure the money being paid into their 
treasury for bills. The standard of Sycee silver and of dollars 
differs considerably. The value of Sycee silver is parts of 
pure silver; the standard value of dollars is computed at 89|; 
and notwithstanding that difference, the premium which the 
Chinese Sycee silver bears over the dollar is not generally above 
three per cent.; so that, generally speaking, the Chinese give 
five per cent, premium for coined over uncoined bullion, the 
preference being given to coined bullion from a knowledge 
of the accuracy of its standard. With reference to the rate 
at which the Sycee silver is in the Chinese market com¬ 
pared with dollars, the Company regulate their exchange upon 
Bengal. The treasury at Canton is generally opened under 
very favourable circumstances, inasmuch as of late years the 
Company have granted bills at *202, 203, and 20-1 sicca rupees 
for 100 dollars; those bills are drawn upon the Bengal go¬ 
vernment, in most seasons, to the amount of about 3,009,000 
of dollars. 

756. What is it that makes the remittance so favourable to 
Bengal on the part of the Company ?—The Canton treasury 
forms, to a certain extent, a remittance for the proceeds of the 
sales of Indian productions of opium and of cotton. 

757. Are the Committee to understand that a larger portion 
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of the investment of teas for England is provided bv bi jls dta 
7 by the factory at Canton on the Bengal presidency ?•— A portion 
a *Mw ' an ot ' is * 1 ma y say that the Company’s hope investment h 
entirely provided by the sale in China of English manufactures 
and productions of our Indian possessions. It U the proceeds 
of those possessions seeking a return to India that enables us 
to get money upon favourable terms, 

758. But those proceeds are supplied by private trade, not 
by an}'' trade which the Company has between India and China? 
—They result from private trade between India and China, as 
well as imports from India on the Company’s account, 

759. Will you state if you can at what intrinsic value the 
Spanish dollar received in Canton for bills on Bengal may be 
valued in English money?—It varies; dollars are more or* less 
valuable in the market, according to the quantity of them; I 
have known the exchange above 6,$, and below 4s, 

760. In the statement that you have delivered in, it is stated 
that the Factory received for bills on the Honourable Court of 
Directors 78,200 dollars; do you know what was the exchange 
in that year?—I do not remember at wluit rate that specific 
sum was drawn; I should think it must have been 4?. 3d. in 
that year; but of late years the treasury at Canton has not 
been open for bills on the Court of Directors. 

761. There is an item described as certificates 447,143 dollars 
received into the treasury at Canton; will you state what cer¬ 
tificates nre?—Bills which are granted by (he Committee 
in Canton to commanders and officers in their service,! to afford 
them the means of remittance for the profits upon their in¬ 
vestments ; they differ so far from bills, that the rate* at which 
they are drawn remains to be adjusted by the Court in Eng¬ 
land. 

762. There appears in the exports from Canton Sycee silver 
and Peruvian silver 6,094,000 tales; is that exported by private 
merchants or by the Company?—The Company have occasion¬ 
ally sent dollars to Bengal; they do not export Sycee silver. 

763. Uttder what privilege is that silver exported?—The 
Chinese laws prohibit the exportation of any nietals. Dollars 
are allowed to be exported from China, but not bullion ; but it 
has always been exported to a large amount. 

764. Is any certificate obtained from the custom-house to 
permit the exportation of bullion from Canton?—Of dollars, not 
of Sycee silver. 

765. Then all Sycee silver exported must be contraband ?— 
Its exportation is prohibited by law. 

766*. Has the Company ever exported any dollars or Sysee 
siIve.T since you were at Canton ?—Dollars they have. 

767. To what places have they exported them ?—To Bengal, 
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* pjo. Are you able to state what quantity they have ex* 
ported?—I romeniher one season to the amount of half a million 
sterling. 

769. Was that export of silver a surplus of money after pro¬ 
viding for their investment, or was it silver obtained for bills 
granted in Bengal?—It arose in that season from the imports 
having sold at a much better profit than was expected, and 
the treasury containing more money than was required for the 
provision of the home investment, it being contemplated by the 
Select Committee that the supply would be very seasonable to 
tbb Bengal government at the time the dollars were sent. 

770. In what year was that ?~ 

1 think. 


gf 

23 Feb. 1830. 

C.MarjiYrilHtnh, 

Esq. 


It must have been in 1817, 


771. You stated on a former day, that the competition on* 
the part of the English merchants, if the trade was opened, 
would raise the price of teas. Is not tea almost the only arti¬ 
cle which has been kept at a fixed or nearly fixed rate in China 
since you have been at Canton ?—I have mentioned variations 
which have taken place in the price of tea during my recollection. 

772. Are you aware that cassia, silk, camphor, and generally 
the exports of China have been reduced in price, whilst tea 
has remained nearly stationary ? — No; I do not know the fact 
that all exports of China have fteen reduced in price. 

773. Did not the competition of the Americans raise the 
price of some peculiar sorts of tea ?—With respect to the green 
teas, it has always had that tendency. 

774. Are they.^much higher now than they were?—They 
are higher thalG they were, and we find greater difficulty in 
obtaining them. 

775. Do you know the proportion in which they have risen ? 
—I cannot state that from recollection. 

776. Is it. not in the power of the Americans, or any other 
country, if they give a higher price than the Company, to obtain 
tea ?—I should think it was. 

777. Can you state whether green tea is used by the natives 
in China, or whether it is not principally an article df export ? 
--1 have been told that it was principally for the foreign, market, 
but I believe it is also used in the country. 

778. Have you any reason to doubt the capability of its in¬ 
crease to any amount to which the demand might arise?-—-I 
have already stated, that of late years there has been more de¬ 
mand for it than the supply would meet, from which l should 
be led to doubt the capability of its increase. 

779. Has not that arisen from the great demand which Ame¬ 
rica his had for green tea, they being the principal customers ? 
—That has entered into the causes of it. 

780. Are you aware what increase has taken place in the 
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exports of green tea, including the supply to America as well 
as to the Company during the seventeen yearo you have been at 
* Canton ?—I cannot state it from-recollection. - " 

781. Are you not aware that it has been considerably in¬ 
creased ?—I believe the export of all teas has considerably 
increased, and the export or green has increased in common 
with the others: the Company’s exports of teas from China 
have within my recollection increased considerably. 

782. Are you able to state whether the Americans purchase 
the greater part of their teas from the outside merchants or from 
the Hong merchants?—I believe the best part of the Ameri¬ 
can business, that is, the most respectable part, is conducted 
with the Hong merchants. 

783. Is it not notorious that the outside merchants supply a 
very large proportion of the American trade ?—I do not know 
what proportion, I have stated that the outside dealers: fre¬ 
quently make shipments through the hongs of the junior mer¬ 
chants to very considerable extent; I have no means of 
ascertaining w hat that extent is. 

784. You were understood to state that bv the firmness and 

conduct of the Select Committee* they have "been able to resist 
impositions on the part of the Hong merchants ?~ Innovations 
on our privileges by the government, and attempts to raise the 
prices of teas by the merchants. "We cannot afford any inno¬ 
vation on our privileges, for they are limited enough ; but those 
attempts that have been made to raise the prices of teas by com¬ 
binations among the merchants, have been put iloyvn by the 
Company. J 

785. If the Company had no longer a factory there, but the 
British interests were represented by a consul, what, in your 
opinion, would be the effect of an union of oil the European con¬ 
suls at Canton, in case of any attempt at imposition on the part 
of the Hong merchants?-I conceive that the interests of dif¬ 
ferent European merchants resident in China would be so likely 
to be at variance, that it would be very difficult to reckon upon 
the possibility of such an union. But supposing such an impro¬ 
bable result to take place, I conceive the Company’s authority 
would derive very little acquisition of power or influence from 
such an association. 

780. You have stated that the influence of the Company de- 
pends upon their being the largest dealers at Canton ?—I bavc 
stated that as one cause of the power and influence of the East- 
India Company. 

787. Are you not aware that the influence of any nation, or 
of any individual in a series of years in a commercial port, must 
depend upon the extent to which they carry on their trade and 
if, under the protection of a British consul, the British trade 
was increased by being thrown open, is it not probable that the 
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ce of that consul and of that nation would continue as great 
of the Company ?—-No ; I do not believe that the Chinese 
government would consent to receive, a. King’s consul: I mean, 
to acknowledge him as the representative of the sovereign of this 
country, or to receive him in the character which -we attach to 
him. Even on occasion of an embassy, the name given by the 
Chinese to an ambassador is that of a tribute-bearer, a man 
who brings presents from an inferior Prince to lay them at the 
feet of their Celestial Emperor. I believe if the Company’s 
chief were vested with the power of a consul to-morrow, that 
his condition in the estimation of the Chinese would not be 
altered. In cases where our men-of-war have been in China, 
or any King’s officers, the Chinese have shown every indisposi¬ 
tion to acknowledge them. I do not believe that the Chinese 
would be brought to acknowledge a King’s representative under 
the impression which we have of such a representative. 

788. Was not Lord Amherst the representative of the King, 
and not of the Company ?—He was the King’s ambassador. 

789. Was not he received as such?—I repeat, that the 
Chinese have no name for an ambassador; they consider him as 
a mere bearer of presents-—tribute as they call it. A person 
personating his sovereign, in the capacity of a negociator, is 
one that their laws do not consent to recognize. In an inter¬ 
view of an ambassador with Chinese authorities, they ask him 
how old his king is, and how old he himself is, or how many 
children he has. If important business is alluded to, they start 
as if a hidden snare was laid open, and are silent. They are 
ever ready to bring in aid of their views the most unfounded 
falsehoods; and with these the more venial equivocations of 
European policy are but little able to contend. 

790. Was not Lord Macartney received, and had he not an 
audience of the Emperor, as the representative of the King of 
England ?—He was received, but not in the character which we 
attach to a King’s representative. 

791. Does not that, arise from their not conceiving that any 
foreign power is on an equality with the Emperor ?—In some 
measure, from presumption of that kind. They consider China 
the centre of civilization, and their Emperor 'the sovereign of 
the universe. 

792. Are you able to state whether they consider their govern¬ 
ment more on an equality with the King’s representative than 
the Company’s representative ?—They know the King’s repre¬ 
sentative to be a man of high rank. I stated, with reference to 
a King’s consul at Canton, that I do not believe the Chinese 
would recognize such a person, attaching to him the same cha¬ 
racter that we do. 

793. Do you conceive they ever would have received a depu¬ 
tation from the Company as they received a deputation from the 
King of England at Pekin?-No, I do not, although we have 
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830. little to boast of the receptioh given to either of our embassies. 
Inreply to this question I may state, that the members of the 


Marhnhmh, « , • '* uv, " wa 1 tl)at members of the 

"giL Select -Committee were requested to proceed to Pekin, I think 

' in t.ho voflr 10'ftQ *a Ea --- » a . . . 


in the year ] *89, to be present it the celebration of the Em¬ 
peror s birth-day. They declined proceeding there, it being 
understood that they would be required to submit to very humi¬ 
liating compliances. Had they gone, I believe they would have 
been treated very much as other deputed persons have been. 

T b en why should not the representative of the King of 
England, as a consul at Canton, if be has a superintendeuce 
and Control oi the same extent of trade, be equally respected 
with any representative of the Company ?~~I think the conduct 
oi the trade gives the Company’s representative an advantage, 
as well as that the Chinese have been accustomed to no other. 
I here is at this moment a King’s con sul in China, having a 
diploma from the King of Hanover. I believe his existence, 
as a. public functionary, is as little known among the Chinese 
a _f country. When a British admiral was in China 


the Chinese would not receive him. The Committee said, 
here is the rungs authority, appeal to him; they said, we know 
no such authority; we recognise none other but that of the 
Company to which we have been accustomed, and all transac¬ 
tions with them must be through their representative. 

795, The Committee understood from you that the Chinese 
government are very unwilling to trade with any country ; that 
they are, m a great measure, independent of foreign trade ?—! 
stated that I believed that China, more perhaps than any coun¬ 
ty hi the world, was independent of foreign commerce, in as- 
much as it possessed nearly every variety of climate, and had 
the necessaries and luxuries of life supplied by successful aeri- 
culturre and extensive inland commerce. I did not say that 
the Chinese were averse to trade ; I believe any aversion to 
foreigners to have its basis in political jealousy. " 

'<96. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner the 
Company were able, in 1814, when they stopped the trade with 
China, to succeed in carrying their point, and in resisting the 
demands made upon them at that time ?—By perseverance, 1 


7 f 7 \ Th ? t “ to say..by stopping the trade?—By stopping 
the trace, in the first instance, and by firmness arid decision 
until their objects were obtained. 


did 798 * ^ t ^ e,V DOt St ° P t,,C w,lole Br i t,sfi trade ?—Yes, they 


799 Were they able to stop the trade of any other Kuro- 
P ea . ns - ~ At *y < # er Europeans were not involved in the question, 
and the company never thought of attempting it. 

800. What, in your estimation, was the inducement to that 
concession on the part of the Chinese?-! should say, a know- 
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as well of the power ami influence of the East-India Com- 23 1 
jxany, as well as a great reluctance on the part of the Chinese *T^ 
generally, that they should be deprived .of the advantages of c ' x a J^ <lt Sy 
their trade. I am not aware that I stated that the Chinese were 
independent of foreign trade; I stated that they attached a very 
considerable value to it. 

80 J. Are you able, from any documents you have ever seen, 
to ascertain the amount of the duties which the foreign trade of 
Canton produces to the government ?—I have already stated 
that I had heard it estimated that the Imperial duties sent to 
Pekin were 2,000,000 of dollars. I have also hfeard it called 
2,000,000 of tales. 

802. Who were the parties at variance in that dispute between 
the Hong merchants and the officers of the Company ?—The 
dissension was between the Chinese government and the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Company. 

803. Was not the local government at Canton backed by the 
Impevial government at Pekin ?—It was. 

804?. Then are the Committee to understand, that the stand 
made on the part of the Company, by the stoppage of the trade, 
was sufficient to induce the imperial government to give up the 
resistance they had made to the demands of the Company?— 

The resistance made by the Company at that time produced 
the result which I have stated ; but no demands were made by 
the Company from the Imperial government of Pekin. 

805. Do not you imagine that the stoppage of the trade 
caused great inconvenience to the merchants, and that it was 
their influence which induced the government to yield ?—I be¬ 
lieve it produced great inconvenience to all classes connected 
with foreign trade ; great personal inconvenience to the mer¬ 
chants themselves, and, of course, to all natives in any way 
connected with the trade. 

806. You stated, that there had been an edict issued by the 
Imperial government, which the Company’s officers resisted; 
wa*> there any edict of revocation ? — I cannot state whether 
there vyas on edict of revocation, or whether it became a dead 
letter. 

807. How long did the suspension of the trade continue?— 

About 'two months. 

808. Was there any other reason assigned for withdrawing 
the order of prohibition than the inconvenience arising from the 
stoppage of the trade ?—I dare say there were many reasons 
assigned for it; I only know what reasons I assigned myself. 

809. Are you aware whether the Viceroy of Canton has any 
interest or participation in the profits arising from the commerce 
at Canto# ?—I should think he had. 

810. If tile prices of woollens and of the different articles of 
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iipport into Canton were, reduced, would not the trade of Canton 

, be thereby considerably increased That is too general a 
C,Afy^mmks, » questiol / for me t0 pn 4 er . 

811. .Crj those years when woollens have- been cheaper than 
ordinary, have you sold more of them or not?—The Company's 
supply of woollens has been regulated with reference to the 
supposed demand, taking one year with another. 

812. Have you known the price of woollens considerably 
lowered by the imports of Americans or other foreigners ?—I 
have known the importation of Dutch camlets to interfere with 
the sale of British. 

813. Have the prices in China been lowered in proportion to. 
the lowering of the prices in this country The sale prices of 
the Company’s woollens in China have very materially decreased 
within my recollection. 

814. In fixing the price there, do you fix any per-centage of 
profit upon the English prices ?—We are regulated by the de¬ 
mand of the Chinese market without much reference to the 
cost value. 

815. Are you aware that the quantity of woollens imported 
by the Company decreased from the years 1809 and 1810, when 
they were 262,000 pieces, to 123,000 in 1827 and 1828 ?—X 
believe the statements laid by the Company before Parliament 
on this subject to be correct. 

816. Have you any means of knowing whether the imports 
by the Americans and other nations in the same time have in¬ 
creased much more than this decrease ?—I am not prepared to 
draw a comparison. 

817. Is it within your knowledge that the Company have ad¬ 
mitted individual merchants in London to fill up any vacant 
tonnage in their ships upon their application for the export of 
woolleus to China?—I have been told that they have done so. 

818. Can you state at what rate per ton ?~~I cannot. 

819. Were the goods so exported confined to the'Company’s 
Factory at China, or were they at the full disposal of the mer¬ 
chants that sent them there?—My recollection is, that they 
were not confined to the Factory. 

820. Were they a free consignment to any house established 

at Canton ?—I believe so. / 

821. What could they receive in return for those goods?--1 
do not. know. 

822. Are vou certain that the Company have permitted per¬ 
sons to send out manufactures from England, leaving them the 
disposal of the consignment at China, and not confining them 
to the Company’s Factory ?—That is my impression; but I am 
not certain of the fact. 1 believe goods belonging to private 
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mj^dhaiits have also been sent out in the privilege tonnage of 23 Feb. i szo. 
officers* 

823, Are you aware whether the Company's servants have 
ever made any representation to the Hong merchants on the 
subject of the American dealings with them ; that is, on the 
increase of dealings with the outside merchants ?•—There were 
some discussions which took place hi the year before last, in 
which the Company were engaged, which had reference to the 
question. 

824 What was the nature of that correspondence on the part 
of the Company with the Hong merchants ?—The greater part 
of the proceedings on that occasion has been published; it was 
not a correspondence which was confined to the Hong merchants, 
but extended to the government* Though a member of the 
Select Committee, I was absent from China at the Indian pre¬ 
sidencies when the discussion took place, and I differed in opinion 
with the Select Committee as to the expediency of several of 
the measures adopted. 

825* Have you seen the documents ?—I have* 

826. Can you state the nature of it ?—The discussions with 
which the Committee were connected originated in the bank¬ 
ruptcy of the Hong merchant Manhop. At the period of his 
bankruptcy, it appeared that his insolvency was very much 
owing to his connexion with the outside dealers ; and the Hong 
merchants generally, as a body, were very anxious that the ex¬ 
tent of that dealing should be limited, inasmuch as they had 
sustained very serious losses from being held responsible for the 
bankruptcy of junior merchants. The Americans being con¬ 
nected with some pf the outside dealers in question, were de¬ 
sirous to support them, and anxious that the Hong merchants 
should nowise interfere with them. The American merchants 
bad, by the temptation of higher prices, speeded in some 
previous seasons in diverting from the Company's investment a 
portion of the teas which were contracted for by the Hong 
merchants; and it was with the view to prevent the recurrence 
of that, that the Committee gave every encouragement in their 
power to the Hong merchants, to prevent as much as possible 
the connexion of the outside dealers with the juniors of the 
Hong. 

827. Are the Committee to understand that the Hong mer¬ 
chants of their own accord were willing to deal with the 
Americans, and had dealt with the Americans, but that the 
Company’s servants interfered to prevent it ?—No; I did not 
state that. 

828. Did not the Company’s servants interfere to prevent the 
Hong merchants dealing with the Americans ? - No, not die 
Hong merchants. 

829. You have stated that the Select Committee were vested 
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VMI 


0p$fy. by law with power to exercise a control over all 

jects at Canton, Do you apprehend that there would he any 
a^unbanfcs, danger to the British interests at Canton if English free traders 
were permitted to export teas from hence to the,-,Continent of 
Europe, supposing that the ships’ crews, and supercargoes were, 
whilst in China, subject to the control of the Select Committee, 
in the same way as all British subjects resorting to, Canton now- 
are?—I have stated generally, that I conceive any great ex¬ 
tension of the private trade in .Canton would have a tendency 
to endanger its security, inasmuch as there would be a greater 
resort of British subjects there, and they would be more likely 
to come into collision with the Chinese. 

830. Dp you apprehend there would be any danger to the 
British interests at Canton if English subjects were permitted 
to trade between the United Kingdom and China in every 
thing but tea, supposing the tea monopoly to continue as it 
now is, in the hands of the East-In dia Company?—I think I 
have already answered this question. I conceive, also, there 
would be a considerable temptation to smuggle tea into this 
country. 

831. Supposing that, in addition to the powers now vested 
■n the Select Committee at Canton by law, they Were ac¬ 
credited from the Crown and acted solely as a consulate, 'without 
having any concern in. trade either for themselves or others, 
but exercising a full control over all British ships and subjects 
resorting to Canton, would there be any danger, under Vuch 
circumstances, in throwing the trade entirely open ?—I do not 
think they could possess, under such circuitWtancefc, the power 
they do at. present, inasmuch as the control of the cbihinerce 
adds materially to their influence. 

832. Do yea think that the Americans, upon the whole, 
purchase, their tea less cheaply or more cheaply than the Com¬ 
pany?—The Company, I think, purchase their tea on more 
advantageous terms. I conceive that impression to exist upon 
the minds of the Americans themselves, inasmuch as I have 
frequently seen the word “ Company ” printed, which is not 
the habit with the Company’s investments, upon tea-chests 
consigned on board American Vessels. I mis informed that 
the name “ Company” attached a quality to those teas among 
the Americans, which would not belong to them if that mark 
was not upon the chest. This left an impression upon my mind, 
that even in America the belief was that the Company got 
better teas than any other purchasers. 

8;kT Are you aware of a proclamation issued on July the 
2d, 1828, permitting an intercourse between the Americans 
and the outside merchants in certain articles, although exclud¬ 
ing them in others ?—The outside merchants were, always per¬ 
mitted to deal in certain articles, china-ware and all retail 
goods. They used to trade at the same time in manufactured 
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ut that was by a connivance of the Jaw. Within the 23j _ 

two years they have received permission to deal in xnann- c.Mwjoribanh » 
factored silks as well as in other articles. Esq. 

834. Do you recollect the issuing of the proclamation referred 
to?—I have read the proclamation. 

835. Was that subsequent to the discussion that took place 
between the supercargoes and the Hong merchants?—It was 
subsequent to the discussions to which I have alluded. 

83(5. Was it about that period?—It was in consequence of 
the discussions that had taken place. 

837. Can you state whether teas may not be frequently pro¬ 
cured at Manilla and many of the Eastern islands as cheap as 
in China, and with the same facility ?—I have never understood 
so to any amount. 

838. It appears in the Report of the Committee which sat in 
the year 1813, that Mr. James Drummond, now Lord Strath - 
allan, who was the chief of the Company’s Factory, gave his 
opinion that they certainly could be procured as cheap, and 
frequently cheaper ; do you concur in that opinion ?—-I believe 
it could not be procured at those places in any quantity and of 
good quality. As far as Manilla is concerned, the Spaniards 
have shown little disposition to encourage the resort of British 
subjects to that place. 

839. If the English trade were to become a free trade, and 
no longer in the bands of the Company, would not that, in your 
opinion, break up the Hong and cause a different constitution 
of the Chinese trade?—I conceive it would lead to results upon 
which no person could speculate, from the very peculiar cha¬ 
racter of the Chinese. I should be sorry to say that the English 
power could not compel the Chinese to come to any terras they 
chose to dictate, but the result of that, I think, would be an 
interruption of the amicable relations that now subsist. Admit¬ 
ting that such an open trade could be quietly conducted, the 
Hong merchants might possess an almost unlimited power over 
it, were they to form a close combination against individual 
traders, and received, at the same time, the support of their 
government. 

840. As those relations are merely relations of trade, are you 
not of opinion that the trade would find its own relations after a 
little time of confusion that might perhaps result from the 
change ?—I conceive it is very difficult to apply general prin¬ 
ciples to the Chinese, or the conduct of their government. 

841. Supposing the trade to continue a monopoly trade for 
the consumption of teas in England, and that English ships and 
English merchants were permitted to carry on an indirect China 
trade, that is to say, a trade between China and other parts of 
the world; would that, in your opinion, endanger in any way 
the authority of the Company’s Factory in China?—I have 

Q 
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*?30. stated that I think-every increase of the resort of British subjects 
C.Marfrribnnfo, t0 ( ' Jl * na W0l,id more ov le s s affeot the security of the trade. 

ivy. Es hot the resort of British subjects to China always 

necessarily confined to a very email spot ?—It is. 

848 Are you of opinion that, even if the commercial infer- 
course was increased, that could aff ect the peace of the country 
out of the reach of that small district to which it is confined ?~ 
I do not think the Chinese would increase the limits in propor¬ 
tion to the increased resort of British subjects. 

844. As the amount of trade would probably not be aug¬ 
mented, but the only difference would be that British subjects 
would carry on a portion of that trade which is now carried on 
by the Americans and others, could that either require a larger 
extent of ground, upon which to carry it on, or could it in any 
way involve the Company's Factory in any increased risk or 
danger?—It would be in proportion to the Increased extent of 
such a trade; the probable involvement in difficulties with the 
Chinese would be regulated by that. 

845. Suppose twenty British ships should be substituted to 
carry on the trade which twenty American ships now do with 
the continent of Europe, and that the Company should remain 
as they now are with the monopoly of the English market, 
would any danger arise from that substitution ?~~I believe that 
twenty American ships are not now employed in the trade. 

846. Suppose that substitution to take place, whatever tlx* 
number might be?—It depends very materially upon the 
number; I think the danger would be in proportion to the 
increase. 


847. Supposing a like number of’ British ships to replace the 
^mencans which have carried on the carrying trade of Europe, 

WSVllM he »L,.i _*v * r i . » . . ^ 


would there be any danger in that case?—I think there is a uu- 
ference on this account, that the crews of English ships come 
rea .3f, wtd collision with the Chinese than the crews of 
the American ships; there is a more prudent and wary character 
belonging to the American, when compared with the careless 
and reckless spirit of English sailors; in that case, I think 
danger might result if those men were in ships which were not 
under any well-regulated discipline and control. The supe¬ 
riority of the ships of the Company in point of discipline and 
arrangement is generally manifest; in proof of their superior 
cniciency 1 may mention, that since I have been acquainted with 
China, indeed tor tue last twenty-four years, there has not been 
one single instance of a homeward-bound China ship being 
rnn r ? St °I ca P tuPe< ** During this period between 400 and 
0 f ie3e . \ e merchantmen, the most perfect ever known in 
the commercial history of the world, must have navigated 

liWoo” ( "‘i-nnA Ul 9 reat Britain, a part of the distance of 
,4 ’ uou or LojOuO miles being through seas of difficult and 
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navigation. This may, I think, be received as a 23 Feb. 1830. 


proof of the efficiency of the China ships of the Company, as 


well as of the skill of the officers by whom they are commanded; ^‘Matfonbar./ts, 
many other advantages might be stated which they possess. 

848. Has any inconvenience resulted from the increased 
number of country ships trading to China ?~^There has been no 
proportionably increased resort of Europeans to what would 
take place in the event of an open trade, inasmuch as the crews 
of the country ships are composed of Lascars ; but I have known 
some violent acts take place in China from persons connected 
with country ships, i may mention one which occurred three 
years ago amongst the ships at Lintin. The captains of some 
of those ships, which were American and country ships, saw a 
Chinese boat captured by one of the custom-house boats, which 
were there upon duty. They imagined that the Chinese boat 
contained one of their own people, and they immediately went 
to his rescue. Upon going alongside the Chinese war vessel 
they were warned off; and upon insisting upon going on board, 
stones were thrown at them by the crew of the Chinese vessel. 

The Lascars in the boat were ordered to fire upon the Chinese 
boat, and upon that occasion one Chinese was killed and ten 
wounded, one of whom afterwards died. The Chinese govern¬ 
ment considered that, it was the act of pirates, and indeed it very 
much deserved that character. A stoppage of the trade might 
have taken place, but the Chinese were at that moment in no 
temper to enter into discussions. It was discovered afterwards 
that no person belonging to these ships had been seized by the 
Chinese war vessel. I conceive this was conduct which the 
Company’s representatives in China, if appealed to by the Chi¬ 
nese, must have considered indefensible. 

849. In what jrear was this?—In 1827. 

850. Have you ever known any such act committed by 
British subjects in China ?—This act was committed by British 
subjects. I have known affrays of sailors with the Chinese. 

851. Can you recollect any instance of any boat’s crew of an 
Indiaman trader acting in the way in which you have stated the 
crew of that vessel did?—No, I do not remember any instance 
that I can compare with it. 

852. Are not there sometimes British sailors on board the 
country ships ?—Very few. 

853. Were you at Can ton at the time when Sir Murray Max¬ 
well forced his way up the river ?—I was. 

854. Did not he fire into the fort?—He did, and the walls of 
the fort were in part blown down. 

855. What was the result of that ?—Sir Murray Maxwell, . 
upon arriving in the Canton river, was molested by the Chinese 
war vessels. He appealed to the Viceroy of Canton. No 
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attention was paid to his appeal, and he determined upon 
ftr,h up the river * U P° rt his being fired at by the forts, he kid his 
’ ship to, and fired several broadsides into them, when he pro¬ 
ceeded up the river and anchored in the harbour of Canton. A 
Chinese deputation came the next day from the Viceroy to con¬ 
gratulate the Committee upon the manner in which Captain 
Maxwell had conducted himself. We were hardly prepared for 
such a result, but upon asking an explanation, they stated that 
though he had been fired upon by the Tort, he had not fired a 
single gun in return, and that in consequence he might be per¬ 
mitted to come up the river. In point of fact, it was more than 
the Viceroy’s situation or perhaps life was worth, to admit the 
possibility of an English frigate forcing the port. 

856. Did not they allow a vessel commanded by Captain Ilall 
to come up immediately afterwards ?—Captain Hall was in com¬ 
pany with Captain Maxwell, and came up either at the same 
time or soon afterwards; 

857. Was not it the fact that the Lyra, in which Captain Hall 
was, was not stopped as the Alceste had been ?—To the best of 
my recollection she was not molested, at least to no great extent 

858. Do not some of the Americans keep some fast-sailing 

vessels for the purpose of forcing a contraband trade on the coast 
of China ?—Not that I was aware of. During the period of the 
American war the American vessels that came to China were 
very sharp built, partly acting as privateers, and partly to enable 
them to escape from our men-of-war. I should say that the 
Americans have lately altered the construction of their vessels 
they now build squater ships. ' ’ 

859. Are you aware of any fast vessels being kept there for 
the purpose of smuggling upon the coast?—I have never known 
that they were built for that purpose. I have known American 
schooners engaged in the trade, and these were fast vessels. 

860. Are not the smugglers of China a very powerful body • 
do not they move in considerable fleets upon the shore ?—Not 
m fleets ; their boats are very well manned and armed. 

861. Bo not they set the government at defiance ?—Entirely, 
1 should say, where they have sea room. 

862. Do you suppose that the government is capable of keep¬ 

ing them under ?—They possess no marine force capable, in 
my opinion, of suppressing them. ’ 

863. Is the force of the smugglers upon the increase or upon 
the decrease?—The smuggling trade of China is materially upon 
the increase. 

.® 6 *- Iawhat Wi*? Portuguese at Macao buy and sell 
with the Chinese ?-The Portuguese trade at Macao is very 
limited. Following gradually the decline of the power and 
resources of the mother country, they hare dwindled into ihsig- 
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ice. The Portuguese have frequently applied for the 
privileges trade at Canton, which have always been refused 
them. They are obliged to have their teas brought from canton, ■ , 

but they are not allowed to reside there; they are confined to 
Macao, which at one time was a very important settlement, but 
now exhibits only the ruins of former prosperity. 

865. During the time when the commerce of Portugal to 
Macao was considerable, did the Chinese go down to Macao 
to buy their articles and sell others, or how was the trade 
carried on ?—It was variously carried on. At one time by a 
coalition between Chinese and Portuguese merchants, which 
lasted but a very short period, as the Chinese were found to be 
very much their superiors in industry, as well as in the arts of 
deception. They'were afterwards compelled to purchase from 
the Hong merchants, and in trifling articles from the, outside 
merchants. 

866. Has any trade arisen with the Brazils ? — Not to any 
extent, that 1 am aware of. 

867. Is there any considerable coasting trade carried on by 
the Chinese themselves P—There is, 1 believe, I do not know to 
what extent. 

868. Do you know whether any vessels sail from their ports to 
the islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—Yes, they do; few 
proceed from Canton, from the circumstance, I conclude, that 
the produce of the islands of the /Archipelago is brought there 
in foreign ships. The principal trade of these junks is from the. 
province of Fokien, the province where the black tea is grown. 

869. Of what size are the vessels ?—I have heard the largest 
estimated at 600 tons. They are by no means sea-worthy. 

870. Are you aware that they import tea into Sincapore ?— 

I have seen statements of it, but I have no personal acquaintance 
with it. 

871. Have you ever heard of the American vessels smuggling 
it directly from the tea provinces ?—Never. 

872. Are you aware that the Chinese vessels now go to 
Bengal ?—No, I am not aware of that. 

873. Do those vessels that leave China for the purposes of 
foreign trade require any license, or is the trade contraband ?— 

The principle of the Chinese government has always been to 
prevent the emigration of its subjects, and to discourage their 
engaging in foreign commerce. No insurmountable impediments 
are placed in the way of the Chinese foreign trade, though it 
has been disclaimed by the government, as being an improper 
trade for its subjects to engage in. 

874. Arc the Chinese permitted to leave China by law?~~ 

They are not by law. 

875. Is not a considerable portion of the population of Sinca- 
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SO, pore, Chinese ?—It is; nearly all the islands of the Eastern 
Archipelago are inhabited by Chinese, who form the most indus- 
C.Murjmbanfa, triQiis portion of the population. 

87(3. Have you ever been in the, interior of the country ?—I 
have not, to any great distance. 

877. When the Chinese go to reside in foreign countries, are 
they allowed to export their wives ?—No. The Chinese who go 
to foreign countries seem never to go there with a view to fixed 
residence. They are remarkable for their nationality, and as 
soon as they collect a competence they return. They are pro¬ 
hibited from emigrating from China, and that prohibition of 
course extends to their wives, which is an additional assignable 
reason for their not becoming fixed colonists* 

878. Are not woollens worn by the natives at Canton during 
the Winter months ?—They are. 

879. Are not the cold months at Canton February and March ? 
—The cold season is from November to April. 

880. Is not the climate at that period much colder at Canton 
than it is at Calcutta?—-Itis; the two climates are distinctly 
different, though nearly on the same parallel of latitude, 

881. Is there much intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan ?—There is same intercourse between the Chinese and 
Japan, but to a limited extent; the Chinese are looked upon at 
Japan with the same distrust as other foreigners, perhaps more 
so, from the proximity of their empire to Japan. 

882. What difficulties exist with respect to any trade with 
Cochin China and Siam ?—The extreme jealousy of the govern¬ 
ments, and the kings of these countries putting themselves for¬ 
ward as the first merchants in their dominions, requiring the 
right of pre-emption of all commodities, and attaching their 
own prices to them* We have endeavoured to propitiate their 
favour by unsuccessful missions, which have tended to injure 
our trade rather than promote its interests. That description of 
wretched truckling to the despots of these ultra-gangetic nations 
and persons, in the capacity of British representatives, walking 
about without shoes among white elephants and monkies, has 
only tended to degrade our national character without obtaining 
for us any commercial advantages. 

883. Supposing the European trade were excluded from China, 
would it not resort to the islands in the Eastern Archipelago ? 
—1 think that great difficulties would arise in the way of its 
resort there, from the cumbrous and unwieldy nature of the 
Chinese vessels, and the insecurity which is supposed to attach 
to property embarked in them ; from the difficulties which 'might 
be placed in the way by the Chinese government of the export 
of tea to any great quantity from China. They have prevented 
the export of tea in native vessels by sea to Canton. 
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suppose might be - one-half or one-third; but I cannot speak 
with my degree of accuracy as to that point. 

#04 But you know that other houses have shipped goods oh 
American account from this country to Canton ?•—I know they 
have. 

905. Have you any means of knowing whether those specu¬ 
lations have turned out profitable or otherwise to the parties? 

—Latterly they have been very unprofitable; the last three or 
four years. 

900, Can you explain the circumstances that have led to 
their being so unprofitable?—I think there are various causes 
why they have been unprofitable. Otic probability is the cir¬ 
cumstance of the East-lndia Company having supplied Canada 
direct with teas, which prevented teas being smuggled into the 
Canadas from the United States; another cause probably is* 
that the markets of Europe have been more shut against the 
Americans by prohibitory duties, and in consequence of more 
direct trade between those countries and Canton in their own 
bottoms. 

997. You naean the return trade from China in tea ?—Yes. 

Another cause, which I should think has probably still more 
bearing upon the American trade with India and China is, that 
the credit given for duties in the United States is long. The 
credit given on ships coming from China is six, twelve, and 
eighteen months, except on teas; there is upon them a credit 
of twelve months on the duties after they are taken out of bond; 
and those facilities, I conceive, have furnished capital, which 
has produced over-trading, and made the trade eventually not 
so profitable. 

998. What was the largest import of tea from Canton to the 
United States prior to this over-trading ?~~I am not able to 
answer that question. 

909. But you know, generally, that there was an excess of 
supply of tea, as compared with the demand in America?— 

Yes, I am quite aware of that. 

910. Do you recollect, in what year this excess of supply 
which has made the trade so unprofitable, first became manifest 
in America ?—X think it began to be felt four years ago. 

OIL Do you mean to state to the Committee, that the losses 
sustained in this trade were upon the returns from Ch ina, rather 
than from the exports from this country?—I confine myself 
altogether to the returns from China. 

912. You stated that the continental duties upon tea imported 
from the United States were raised; at what period was that 
alteration ?—1 cannot, state exactly the period; I merely know 
the fact of there having been obstacles in the way of trade that 

R 
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have caused some impediment to that free shipment4hey]geJ>Jk 
enjoyed. 

913. Do you apprehend that before the East-lndia Company 
undertook to send teas direct from Canton to the British pro¬ 
vinces in North America, that those provinces were principally 
supplied from the United States ?—I have no doubt that they 
were supplied to a considerable extent from t he United States; 
the precise extent I cannot state. 

914. Do you believe that any supply now comes from die 
United States to the British provinces ?~~I think, if any thing, 
it is the reverse. 

915. You think it is more probable that teas are introduced 
from Canada into the United States ? I think it is very pro¬ 
bable they are, tinder existing circumstances. 

936. What is the rate of duty upon tea in the United States? 
—It varies, depending upon the description of tea; but that I 
am not altogether able to answer. I am aware that it ia a. high 
<|py, but I cannot state exactly what it is. 

917. You stated that a credit is given for the duties for as 
long a period as eighteen months in some cases, and that this 
credit lias been the means of given facility to over-trading, by 
creating a capital in the hands of parties who were embarked 
in those speculations ?—That is my opinion. 

918. Of course, the amount of the capital so created in their 
hands must depend upon the amount of duty ?—Certainly. 

919. From the statement you read, there appears to have 
been a considerable shipment of goods in the last year ?—There 
has been. 

920. Is the trade reviving on the part of the United States? 
—I cannot say that it is ; but it has been so long bad, that the 
parties embarking in those speculations have a reasonable hope 
and expectation that it will revive for their imports to the 
United States by the time the vessels return. 

921. What are the returns from China to the United States? 
—Principally teas and silks. I should say that, the prices of 
teas are a little better in the United States, but nothing of 
any moment. 

922. Of course you have opportunities of communicating 
with captains and owners of vessels which you freighted, and 
with supercargoes that have traded to China ; did they ever 
state to you any difficulties {hat occurred with respect to the 
sale of their goods, or the purchase of the teas, or other com¬ 
modities in China, by the interposition of the Chinese authorities 
in Canton? —I make it my business frequently to inquire of 
captains of those vessels the nature of the Chinese trade, and I 
never was aware that any difficulty whatever arose on the pail 
of the constituted authorities there, but the reverse; I have 
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4. Are the transactions of the smuggling trade carried on 
with as much fidelity and regularity on the part of the Chinese 
as the transactions of the regular trade ?—With wonderful regu¬ 
larity, considering the nature of the trade; certainly not with 
the same regularity as those of the legal trade. 

885. Are you acquainted with the transactions in Sycee?— 
Yes, I ain. 

886. Are those carried oti with regularity?—With extreme 
regularity. 

887. Is not that a trade in which, if there was not regularity, 
there would be exposure to fraud?—It is from its nature very 
open to fraud ; at the same time, the employment of the per- 
sons that deal in Sycee depends entirely upon their preserving 
their character. 

888. And the result is, that those transactions are very regu¬ 
lar ?—Wonderfully so. 

889. Supposing the same establishment that the Company 
now have at Canton were to be continued as deputies or repre¬ 
sentatives of the Crown, and to have the same control, or a 
greater control over every British subject resorting to China than 
they now have, could not, in that case, a free trade be carried 
on without any risk or danger ?—Not with the same security 
that exists at present. 

890. Supposing they had the same power, why should they 
not act on behalf of the King as they now act on behalf of the 
Company ?—Their possessing the power of King’s consul would 
give them a greater control over British subjects, but would 
effect little change in their character in the estimation of the 
Chinese. 

891. Suppose they were vested with the power of imprisoning 
and sending away, and controlling in any way the crews of the 
vessels resorting to the port of Canton, can you see any diffi¬ 
culty there would be in carrying on a free trade ?—I think the 
answers I have previously given go to show difficulties as likely 
to exist. The Select Committee possess the power of deporta¬ 
tion, as it is called, already, by a clause in the charter of 1813. 

892. Do you think that the great trade which the Company 
carry on there gives them an authority which would not be pos¬ 
sessed by persons not carrying on trade ?«-Uoquestionably it 
gives them both power and influence. 

893. Would not a greater degree of trade carried on by 
Englishmen, under their authority, give them a greater influence ? 
—I do not know that it would. 

894. Is the danger you apprehend from the unlimited resort 
of British merchants ?—It is, in some measure. 
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WILLI AM BRO WN, Esq. called in, and examined, 

25 Feb. 1830. 895, You are the head of an extensive commercial establish- 

- ment at Liverpool trading with the United States of America, 

w. Brown, Esq. an( ] f:arr y} n g on business upon commission for other persons 
engaged upon that business ?—I am. 

896. Are you very extensively engaged in it? —Tolerably so, 

897. As extensively as any other house in Liverpool ?—I 
presume we are. 

898. Have you been employed, either on your own account 
or on account of other persons, citizens of the United States, 
to ship goods, being British manufactures, to China from this 
country ?—We have. 

899. To what extent ?—Probably that question will be most 

correctly answered by a memorandum from my books. This is 
an exact account of the amount which we have from time to 
time shipped, the total amount is .€744,257, 8$. 6cL; in Novem¬ 
ber 1821, £66,751.19* Ad. ; in March 1822, £64,256.18* 3d. ; 
in March 1823, £50,834, 12* 8 d.; in August 1824, £53,277. 
2* &d. ; in February 1825, £52,422. 10* 7 d.; in September 
1825, £76,016. 14* 2d.; in July 1825, £54,217. 2* Id.; in 
December, £47,505. 19* 3d.; in September 1826, £48,471. 
7* Hi 5 ih June 1827, £59,808. 2* 9 d.; in October, £65,966. 
19* Ad.; in May 1829, £55,909. 4* 3d.; in August, £48,818. 
15* . The sums I have stated were the amount of invoices 

with charges after deducting drawbacks. Some of the ships 
took some specie, the amount of which cannot be ascertained 
with accuracy, but in the whole it cannot, have exceeded 
£10,000 ; the rest was British dry goods, and some other small 
matters. 

900. Were those goods shipped for Canton, or were they 
shipped for any other place?*—They were shipped for Canton, 
but we generally cleaved out for Batavia. 

301. Had you any particular reason for preferring to clear 
out for Java instead of clearing out direct for Canton?—So 
Jong as my friends considered the business worth following, 
they were w illing that it should be as little known as possible to 
others. 

902. Was it from a dread of exciting competition that you 
conceive they wished to clear put for Batavia instead 6f Canton ? 
—I presume it was. 

903. What proportion do you conceive that the manufactured 
goods, which you shipped upon agency for China, bears to the 
whole export of manufactured goods in neutral bottoms from this 
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-stood that they were very much disposed to cultivate the 25 F«1 
and to afford every reasonable facility. 

923. Do you know whether the United States have any 
establishment at Canton to protect or to facilitate their trade? 

*—At one time they had a consul there; but I am not certain 
whether they have at this moment or not. 

9&i. Do you know whether the purchases made by the super¬ 
cargoes of the ships in which you are interested were made 
through the Hong merchants, or partly from the Hong mer¬ 
chants and partly from other merchants, traders in tea V—The 
course of trade, I apprehend, on the arrival of a ship in China, 
is, in the first instance, to apply to the Hong, the supercargo, 
or resident, who makes the contract with the Hong, makes the 
best bargain he can with him, and generally gives him the 
preference in purchasing some of his cargo from him ; but 
in every instance I have ever known of, he has been at liberty 
to purchase front the other Hongs, or from the outside trade; 
but generally giving the preference to the Hong to which his 
ship is consigned, if his teas are as cheap as others, 

925. Do those supercargoes go generally to the outside 
dealers?— In the first instance they must apply to one cf the 
Hong merchants to secure the vessel ; and it is matter of ar¬ 
rangement or contract with him what quantity of teas they shall 
take from him. He generally shows them his samples, and it is 
arranged to the satisfaction of the parties ; but l believe a large 
proportion is bought from the other Hong merchants, or from 
the outside merchants. 

926. Then there is no obligation to trade with the Hong 
merchant beyond the agreement made in the contract for secur¬ 
ing the vessel ?—None. 

927. Do you know whether the price of teas purchased by 
the supercargoes varied considerably at different periods?—I 
have always understood China to be a fluctuating market. 

928 . Did the supercargoes ever complain that they could 
not procure teas of the best qualities for the American trade?— 

Never. 

929. Does that answer apply to every description of teas, the 
black as well as the green?—It does. 

930. In point of fact, is not green tea the great consumption 
of the United States ?—It is. I should probably say, that inas¬ 
much as the East-India Company are the largest purchasers, 
particularly of black teas, I should think they might have some 
slight advantages in the purchase of that description of teas 
but inasmuch as the Americans are large purchasers of green 
teas, I should think the East-India, Company will have np advan¬ 
tages there : but any advantage that may arise to one party or 
another I look upon as arising solely from their being either 
larger or more limited customers. 
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trade has been carried on, so far as you have been concerned 
in it?—In ships from three hundred to nearly five hundred tons. 

932. Have the ships a supercargo to make their purchases 
and dispose of their freight, or is that duty sometimes left to the 
captain ?—Sometimes, when he is a very clever man ; but in the 
ships in which I have been particularly interested there is a re¬ 
sident agent upon the spot in China. 

038. Do you know what the freight is from Liverpool to 
China, and back to the United States ?—The freights have 
fallen very much of late. They were at one time m high £9 or 
£10 a ton for the measurement tonnage of forty cubit feet, but 
I apprehend they are not more than two-thirds of that now, 
probably not so much : but I beg to be understood as not 
stating exactly what they are now; I know they are very con 
sider&bly less. 

984. You have Stated, that as far as you have had means of 
information from parties engaged in this trade, there appears a 
very favourable disposition on the part of the Chinese to culti¬ 
vate a commercial intercourse with the United States ; have 
you any particular reason for stating that such a disposition 
exists?-—Some years ago there was a serious fire at Canton, 
when our friends had a good many goods burnt, and the Chinese 
government made good the loss to the citizens of the United 
States ; I therefore infer that there was a good feeling towards 
cultivating commerce generally. 

935. Can you state to what amount the loss sustained was 
made good by the government of China ?~I cannot; I believe 
it was very considerable; it applied to all other nations as well 
as the United States; the loss was made good to all.. 

936. Has the trade ever been interrupted ~It was partially 
for a short time, an Italian sailor in an American ship having 
killed a woman; but I know very little of the transaction. 

987. Do you knovr whether the Chinese government enforce 
the payment of debts to Europeans on the part of Chinese 
subjects?—-So far as the Hong are concerned, I believe the 
Hong are responsible for each other ; but I do not know how it 
is with the private trade, whether there is any obligation on the 
part of the government to pay debts contracted by the outside 
dealers or not. 

988. Have you any reason to doubt that the merchants from 
the United States are treated at Canton with as much favour as 
any other nation ?—I believe they are quite as much so. 

939. Do you know upon what principle it is that the govern¬ 
ment indemnifies foreign traders from losses by such a casualty 
as fire ?—I do not; I was rather surprised at the fact. 

940. Can you state the amount of tea annually consumed in 
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nitcd'States?—I cannot with any accuracy} hut I believe 2,v *_ 
ItTo be about six millions of pounds. jp jj row/h 

941. Is tlmre any export of tea now from the United States 
to any parts of Europe ?—There is; but by no means so exten¬ 
sive as it was. 

942. Can you state when the trade of carrying tea from Can¬ 
ton to Canada on the part of the Company commenced ? — I do 
not know the period. 

943. Are you aware that the duties paid upon tea imported 
into Canada are very much lower than the duties upon tea im¬ 
ported into the United States?—-1 am. 

944 . Do you know the proportion ?—I do not know the pro¬ 
portion, but l am aware they are considerably lower. 

945. Are you aware that there is a rule on the part of the 
Hong merchants, that if they deliver a chest of tea that shall, 
upon examination, be found to be damaged, they shall then re¬ 
turn two for one ? — 1 am aw are of the fact. 

946. That applies to all traders?—It does. 

947 . Do the outside merchants also return two for one in a 
similar case ?—I cannot state that positively ; I believe they do. 

948* You have stated, that latterly the American return trade 
with Canton has not been profitable; do you conceive that, 
supposing that trade was confined within proper limits, there is 
a probability that it would still be a profitable trade to America? 

—I think there is every reason to suppose that it would. 

949. Are you aware whether the Americans have sustained 
losses upon other branches of their trade, from the circumstance 
of that trade having been carried rather too far in the name 
period ?—They have. 

950. In the supply of cotton for instance?—They have on 
many occasions. 

951. Do you ascribe the losses in other trades to the same 
cause, in part, to which you ascribe the losses in this trade of 
tea. namely, the long credit given upon the duties, and the 
facility thereby afforded to speculation ?—Probably that would 
be so; there is a very great spirit of enterprize in the United 
States, and it is pushed frequently too far. 

952. Have you heard that in the port of Canton there is con¬ 
siderable facility afforded to captains of ships in completing 
their cargoes ?—Very great. 

953. As great as in other ports with which you are ac¬ 
quainted ?—I should think more than in most other ports. 

954. You have stated that the loss which you say has followed 
this trade lately is confined to the home cargo ; has the out¬ 
ward trade been a good trade ?—I have understood that it has 
been a -fair remunerating trade. 
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955. Has it been so throughout .the period that it has been 
carried on ?—So far as I know, it has. 

956. Do not the American ships also go with teas directly to 
the Continent from Canton ? — They do, 

957. Can you state whether that - has also been a losing 
trade ?•— I have had no particular kno wledge of that trade, further 
than knowing that they do go from Canton to the Continent. 

958. Must not any trade, in so bulky an article as tea, which 
is first carried to America, and from America to Europe, be 
charged with too much expense to make it a profitable trade in 
the long run?—It certainly must operate very much against it, 
where there is an opportunity of carrying tea on a direct 
voyage. 

959. Have you any means of saying whether the direct trade 
of the Americans from Canton to Europe has been profitable 
Or not ?—I think not lately. 

960. Is the business of the adventurers performed by super¬ 
cargoes sent out with each ship, or is it performed by 
resident merchants there?—If the question refers to the direct 
trade from America to Canton, I think it is generally carried 
on by supercargoes ; but if it refers to the trade that has been 
carried on from England to Canton, so far as I have been 
interested, there liUvS been a resident upon the spot to whom the 
vessels have been consigned. 

96 L When a supercargo is sent, or a resident is employed, 
what is the charge of agency for that trade ?—I have under¬ 
stood, and I believe it to be pretty nearly what is allowed to 
supercargoes, three per cent, or two and a half per cent. It is 
matter of contract altogether; but I should say it would average 
about three per cent. 

962. Is the charge about the same, whether it is done by a 
supercargo sent out with each ship or by resident merchants on 
the spot ?-—I do not know what the charge of a resident, mer¬ 
chant generally is; except that I know, with respect to the 
gentleman that represents my friends there, there is a guarantee 
that he shall have a certain sum, that their commission shall 
produce to him within the year a certain amount: it is a matter 
of bargain. They sometimes take out two supercargoes, a 
principal and an assistant supercargo. 

963. Is it not the fact, that the Boston ships have generally 
no supercargoes, but go to resident merchants, but that the 
New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia ships are generally sent 
with floating supercargoes ?—My connections lying principally 
in New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, I speak more of 
then) than I do of Boston. 

964<. Can you say whether the adventurers from those three 
places, New' York. Baltimore, and Philadelphia generally go 
to resident merchants, or have they supercargoes with each 
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and I have every reason to give credit to them, that the 
outward cargoes wore reasonably profitable. 

982. Then you have not seen any account sales £—1 cannot 
say that I have; I have only seen them in his hands in passing. 

983. Do you believe an American supercargo would decline 
introducing into consumption among the Chinese prohibited 
goods, or goods bearing high duties, whenever profitable to 
them —I should think some of them would, others would not. 

984. Do you think Englishmen and private traders would 
decline doing tlmt under those circumstances?—I think some 
of them would, and others would not. 

985. You have stated that there is a commission charged 
upon goods at Canton either by the supercargo or by merchants 
there; is it upon the invoice amount of the goods shipped, or 
upon the amount of the sale there ?—When specie is shipped 
from the United States the commission is charged on the 
amount of the investment; when goods are shipped, and the 
cargo bought, there is a double commission upon the gross 
amount of sales and upon the gross amount of purchases. 

986. Taking the gross amount of the accounts of sale of the 
goods sold there, and the amount of goods purchased for ship¬ 
ment ?—Yes. 

987. Have you known any transaction with a resident agent 
at Canton, where there has been no agreement to guarantee a 
certain commission ?—No. 

988. Then you do not know what they charge where there is 
no agreement ?—No ; I have never seen any account of sales 
or purchases, and I do not know what the charge is. 

989. What rate of commission do you, or any other agent, 
receive on goods shipped for China on behalf of the Americans? 
—Upon the transactions that have come through my hands I 
have the usual commission for shipping the goods, which is 
halfa*crown per package, and a commission, as banker, of one 
per cent, for paying for those goods. The partner of the house 
bought the goods that were shipped through us, and of course 
I had nothing to do with that, but to receive and pay for them. 
An agent in Manchester would buy them for one per cent. I 
apprehend that two and a half per cent, would fully cover all 
commission charges. 

990. You have given an account of goods shipped since 1821; 
was there any exportation of British manufactures from Liver¬ 
pool previous to that year in American bottom?—I think not 
to any extent; it must have been very limited if there was. 

991. Have you known any exportation of British manufac¬ 
tures in any other neutral bottom except American ?—No> 1 
have not. 

992. Have you ever known any metals shipped from Liver¬ 
pool for China?—Yes, there has been a little tin shipped, and 
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some other things, not the produce of England? quicksilver and 
ginseng. 

993. With reference to the transit trade from China by Ame¬ 
rica to Europe, are you aware whether many of the ships which 
go to America merely land part of their cargo, and carry the 
rest on to Europe, without moving it ?—I believe it sometimes 
happens, but 1 should think not generally. 

994 . What is the nature of the goods generally exported 
from America to Canton ?—Scarcely any thing but specie from 
the United States; I have known a little cotton go when it was 
very cheap. 

995. Have you have ever known any earthernware sent 
from Liverpool to the East, to Sincapore or China ?—There 
has been a little sent out for the use of the Factory; but no¬ 
thing that I know of in the way of merchandize. 

990. Do you know whether the woollens imported to this 
country by Americans are ever smuggled into Canton ?—I be¬ 
lieve not? as far as I know. 

997 . Has any glass been exported?—A little in the same 
way for the use of the Factory, but not for trade. 

998. Are you aware whether there has been any considerable 
change in the quality and sorts of articles sent out for the Chi¬ 
nese market, from this country?—I think not much ; they have 
been very stationary . 

999. In your experience of the American trade, is it not fre¬ 
quently the practice for merchants to send out their ships to 
some ports in the East, with orders, in the event of their being 
disappointed in one adventure, ultimately to go to China ?—I 
should think it did not often happen ; it may have happened; 
I have no. doubt it has happened. 

1000 . Do not you consider it a considerable advantage to free¬ 
traders to have that power of choice of markets in the event of 
their being disappointed in one ?—Certainly. 

1001. Do not you consider that the merchants of any nation 
having that free option, have a great advantage over others who 
are excluded from certain ports ?—Certainly. 

1002. Can you state whether, in the course of your commu¬ 
nication with any Americans who have dealt at Canton, they 
have expressed any opinion that their trade there is subject 
either to any particular advantage or disadvantage, from the 
circumstance of there being a great English Factory there 
dealing with the Hong merchants ?-—I never understood from 
them that they had any advantage or disadvantage; I always 
understood that they were on a perfect footing of reciprocity 
with all other nations that traded there. 

1003. But you did not consider those traders trading there aa 
deriving any particular protection or advantage from the ex- 
istenceof the Company's Factory ?~ None whatever. 
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my residence in Baltimore they had almost 
always supercargoes, latterly they have gone more to resident 
merchants, 

965. Do you consider that a resident merchant or a resident 
factor on the spot, must have greater advantages in dealing in a 
country over a person who comes there as a stranger to carry 
on a single isolated transaction.?—I am quite aware that the 
Chinese are a very suspicious, cautious people, and that to do 
business to advantage with them it is necessary for them to 
have some previous transactions with you, that they may have 
confidence in you; if you once establish confidence, the business 
is probably conducted on better terms than It would be with a 
passing stranger. 

966. Has not a resident on the spot, beyond the advantage 
which he has of being acquainted with persons and with the 
country, the additional advantage of being able to select his 
own time for purchase and sale, whereas a man who goes out 
with a-ship is obliged to perform his business at once, without 
waiting, and then to come back?—No doubt he has. 

967. Is not it the case in that trade, as in trades generally, 
that when supercargoes are sent out, they make the best 
bargain they can with some merchant at the port, giving him 
as little commission as they can agree for, and pocketing the 
remainder?—No, I think not in China. I think that they make 
u contract with the Hong merchants, to whom they consign 
themselves, in the best terms they can ; but I apprehend there 
is no division of the supercargo’s commission with the Hong: 
it is well understood what he will have to pay to the Hong 
before he leaves the United States, and that is apart from his 
own commission altogether. 

968. You have stated what is the custom of the Chinese in 
case any damaged tea is found in the cargo they ship; do you 
think the American trade is more subject to tricks and decep¬ 
tions of that description than the English trade?—I am not able 
to answer that. 

969. Can you state whether there is generally any material 
difference between the quality of the tea imported into America 
and the tea imported by the East-lnclia Company into this 
country?—I can only speak from general rumour. The feeling 
on the part of the Americans is, that the tea imported into the 
United States is better than that we drink in England; but 
they do not drink so much black tea in America as they do in 
England. 

970. H#s that opinion been stated as a positive opinion?-I 
have frequently heard the Americans say that they thought 
their tea better than ours. 

971. Have you been in America yourself?—Yes I resided 
there many years. 
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972. What should you say from your own experience ?«~<I 
am not a sufficient judge to answer from my own experience : 

' it was many years ago, and J have very little recollection of the 
kind, of tea I used to drink, at that time* 

973. Do you know the rate of insurance from Canton to 
America ?—It has varied.: it has been as high as six ; I believe 
now about four and a half to live per cent* 

974. Where are those insurances effected ?—In the United 
States. 

975. Did you mean to say that the green tea in America is 
better than the green tea in this country, and that the black 
tea in America is better than the black tea in this country ?— 
It is a very difficult question to answer satisfactorily. I have 
merely heard persons who have been in the United States say 
generally, that the tea was better than our English tea. Par¬ 
ticulars were not gone into; it w r as not said whether it was 
black tea or green t ea. 

976. Do you consider the woollens that you send out from 
this country of an inferior quality to what the East-1 ndia Com¬ 
pany ship?—I have no reason to believe that they are of an 
inferior quality; but I am not a judge of the article myself. 

977. Where are they manufactured ?—-The woollens are ma¬ 
nufactured at Leeds, and the stuffs at Norwich. 

978. When you buy them from the manufacturers there, do 
you make that bargain upon the understanding that they are 
of an inferior quality to what the Company ship, or do you con¬ 
sider yourself as paying a price for a fair quality ?—The agent 
who has always made those purchases in this country is a 
partner in the house, and I have always understood from him 
that they were quite as good as the Company’s, and bought 
upon equally favourable, or more favourable terms. 

979. Are the goods ordered to be made by the agent, or are 
they bought by the agent ready made?—I believe both ways: 
they are sometimes bought ready made, and occasionally or¬ 
dered to be made; but the detail of the transactions by the 
agent I am not so conversant with. 

980. Have you ever understood from the agent who bought 
those goods that he made a point of obtaining cheap and inferior 
goods, rather than goods of the best quality ?—I have always 
understood that he obtained goods of the very best quality, 
and that he was extremely particular about them ; for the 
Chinese have a. peculiar taste, and he endeavoured as far as 
possible to meet that taste. 

981. You have stated that you have understood that the trade 
in dry goods to China, independent of the homeward cargo, has 
been profitable ; have you had occasion to see any accounts of 
sales from which you have formed that opinion ?—Our friend 
here transacting that business had made such representations 
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Have the supercargoes of the American ships any 25 FeftH 
nm uni cation with the Company’s Factory r~With the Hong }jr M wn 
merchants they have: the Hong are security for their good 
conduct and for the proper management of their affairs. 

1005. Do you know how the losses were made good to the 
Americans at the period of the fire at Canton? —I do not; I 
merely know the fact that they were made good- 

1006. Then you are not aware that such losses were made 
good by a tax upon foreign trade ?—I was not aware of that; it 
may have been so. 

1007. Do you know whether there have been any experi¬ 
ments made lately in sending out new articles of manufacture 
which were supposed likely to suit the taste of the Chinese ?— 

Yes; I have understood that there have been lately some at¬ 
tempts made to introduce cotton-yarns to that country with 
some prospect of success, 

1008. Are they the only articles ?—They are the only articles 
I have had my attention particularly called to. 

1009. Can you state what was the result of this ?—1 do not 
know. 

1010. You stated that the woollens sent out by individuals 
were as good or better than those sent out by the Company; 
have you the means of knowing the quality of the goods sent, 
out by the Company ?—The gentleman who bought them in 
this country, I believe, has had an opportunity of seeing those 
purchased, and in preparation for the Company, and he stated 
to me that he conceived them as good, or in some cases better; 
but I only know that from the information of the gentleman 
who bought them. 

1011. Do linens ever form any part in the investment at 
Canton?—Yes; in the first instance there were some shipments 
of linens, but not latterly. 

1012. Did you find that it did not answer?—I believe not so 
well. 

1013. Were they coarse or fine linens ?—That I cannot state. 

1014 Do you conceive, in reference to your own personal 

situation, that the opening of the China trade with this country, 
by doing away the Company’s monopoly, would be to your in¬ 
terest or otherwise ?—I think it would be against my interest. 

1015. How would it affect your interest ?—My interest would 
be affected, inasmuch as those gentlemen I represent in this 
country might not find it worth their while to come in com¬ 
petition with the English free trade. 

1016. Your apprehension would be, that the British free trade 
would throw the Americans out of the trade between China and 
this country?—I have no doubt it would in the first instance ; 
for to every market we go we .send such quantities of goods. 
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1017, It is in that way your interest would suffer ?—Ye^ 

Ehq, . ^ o wliat extent have you known damages or deficiencies 

in the cargoes from Canton to have been made good to Ameri¬ 
can agents ?—Not; very extensively : probably half a dozen in¬ 
stances. I have beard of; probably not so many. 

1019. Do yon know of any one instance ?~ -Yes, Mr, Milne 
has told me he has had to send back, and got two for one. 

1020. Do you recollect in what ship ?—No. 

1021. Do you know to what extent ?—Not to a great extent; 
a chest or two; hut I have heard of it in more cases than one.. 

Mr RICHARD MILNE called in, and examined. 

1022. Did you reside in Philadelphia for any number of years, 
and have you carried on trade with China ?—I have resided 
there a considerable period ; my leading business vending Eng¬ 
lish goods ; but 1 have very often made adventures to India and 
China in vessels on freight. 

1023. For feow many years were you engaged in the trade 
with India and China?—I commenced in the year 1799, and 
continued, 1 think, till 1811, and occasionally since; the last 
time 1820. 

1024. Have you consigned more than one ship direct to 
China in the course of those periods?—At the period alluded 
to, the vessels went chiefly on freight. I was a shipper, and 
have shipped in different vessels in the same year at moderate 
amounts, being my own underwriter, running the risk myself. 

1025. What were the articles you shipped to China in parti¬ 
cular?—Almost always Spanish dollars. 

1020. From Philadelphia ?—Yes. 

1027. What were the returns ?--Teas, nankeens, and silks., 
were the leading articles from China; occasionally other articles 
to fill up the tonnage. 

1028. How long is it since you left the United States ?—In 
the year 1828. I am a native of Manchester. 

1029. Are you acquainted with the trade between the United 
States and China since you ceased to take a part in it yourself, 
namely, in 1820?—After I left off making adventures on my 
own account, 1 loaned money to others on what is termed res¬ 
pondentia, that gave me the means of general information. 

1030. During the time you were engaged in this trade with 
China, or since that period, are you award of any obstacles 
having been thrown in the way of trade by the Chinese authori¬ 
ties?—I never heard of any obstacles. 

1031. When you carried on the trade to China, had you 
supercargoes in the ships, or a resident merchant to transact the 
business at Canton ?—From Philadelphia, at the period alluded 
to, supercargoes almost always accompanied the ships. 
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Had they a regular salary or a commission ?—They 25 Fell, 
had a commission; j^ n 

1033. What rate of commission ?—Three per cent, upon the 
amount of purchases at Canton. 

1034 Did that include the security to the Hong? —The 
security to the Hong, I believe, was estimated on the rate of 
freight which we paid : taking that consideration as one of the 
charges attaching to the ship, they asked a corresponding 
freight. 

1035. You have stated, that when you carried on this trade 
the ships were always accompanied by a supercargo ? — I think 
without exception. 

1036. This supercargo generally was an entire stranger to 
Canton, and to all persons there probably?—Sometimes those 
supercargoes were men of business and very intelligent, at other 
times young persons brought forward through interest for the sake 
of the commissions. 1 have often shipped with those less expe¬ 
rienced persons, the vessel being what was termed a good risk. 

1037. When the persons were so inexperienced, did you ever 
get into any difficulty with the Chinese authorities or the Hong 
merchants at Canton 1 never heard of any. 

1033. No difficulties occurred in consequence? -No difficul¬ 
ties whatever occurred to the vessels in which I was interested. 

1039. When it was an inexperienced supercargo, the advan¬ 
tage of the merchant was not perhaps so much consulted as 
when it was a man of more experience and judgment?—We, of 
course, preferred gentlemen of experience ; but if it was a very 
good vessel, and no other presented itself, we availed ourselves 
of it. 

1040. Did those adventures in which you were engaged re¬ 
ceive any assistance or meet with any obstacles from the esta¬ 
blishment of the British East-India Company ? — My opinion k, 
that they had little communication with each other. I have 
often heard them say so. 

1041. You are not aware that they derived any advantage or 
benefit from the Company’s servants?—I do not apprehend that 
they derived any advantage whatever from the Company’s ser¬ 
vants; but I have often heard them speak in terms of the highest 
respect of the Company’s servants. 

1042. You have no reason to believe they were ever thwarted 
or impeded in any of their engagements by the Company’s ser¬ 
vants? - I do not believe they were. 

1043. As you have been a considerable importer of teas into 
the United States, will you state to the Committee what are the. 
general description of teas used in the United States?—Till of 
late years green teas in the part of the country where I resided,, 
were* almost the only teas brought there. Of late, black tea has 
increased, being recommended by the faculty. 
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1044. Can you state wh.it the proportion of green and hlae! 
is at present ?—I think the quantity of black tea is small; it is 
increasing. 

1045. What is the consumption of tea in the United States 
altogether?— i forget. There is an annual report from the 
Treasury; but there must be from the United States more than 
twenty ships annually, perhaps thirty: the number varies accord¬ 
ing to the demand and the state of the trade. 

1046. Have there been great profits in that trade, or has it 
been liable to heavy losses ?—At the period alluded to my 
business was vending English goods. Not having a great deal 
in the world, I was desirous of increasing it, and I shipped to 
China as an auxiliary. Not owning the vessel, of course I 
laboured under some disadvantages from 1800 to 181 L t 
never experienced any loss in those years. I think, speaking 
within bounds, that the profits might be from fifteen to twenty 
per cent, per annum ; perhaps occasionally more, but I think 1 
may safely say from fifteen to twenty. 

1047. Was a part of the tea imported into the United States 
re-exported ?—Yes. 

1048. To wluit ports ?•—-Hamburgh, Bremen, the Continent ; 
some little to France, but principally to Hamburgh and Bremen. 

1049. Did any part of it find its way into the British pro¬ 
vinces in North America ?—I have heard much of that. I 
believe the trade existed formerly, but not now ; to what extent 
I cannot say. 

1050. Can you state what was the propor tion of teas exported 
to other countries, including what might find its way to 
Canada, to the whole quantity imported into the United States ? 
—That would depend entirely on the home demand ; the quan¬ 
tity exported comparatively small. When fresh teas arrived 
and the old ones lay on hand they were neglected, consequently 
persons were induced to export them to save the drawback or 
the cluty paid on import. 

1051. Are the Committee to understand from that answer 
that the new teas are greatly preferred to those that have been 
a certain time on hand?—Decidedly so * it is difficult to sell 
the old teas after the new ones come, save when the quality of 
the old ones has originally been very superior. 

1052. What do you call old teas in the United States; tea 
which has been a twelvemonth ?—Yes. The Government only 
allow drawbacks within one year from the date of import; the 
goods having been in the country more than one year from the 
(late of import, forfeit the benefit of drawback. 

1058. Are they then exported in preference to the new teas, 
both as inferior in quality and as coming nearer to the period at 
which the duty w ould be to be paid ?—Having on hand and in 
the warehouse both old and new teas, I certainly should ex- 
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. old ones, keeping the new ones a longer period, for the 25 

benefit of home sale. t Mr, R, Milne* 

1054. Has the quantity imported of late years been so much 
greater, than the consumption as to make this a bad trade . x 
certainly has, I believe, been overdone. 

1055. Have there been great losses sustained in consequence 
by the parties who have been engaged in this traded 1 believe 
there have been very large losses. 

1056. To what do you attribute this over-trading ?~~In part 
to the love of gain of persons who have got embarked m the 
thing, conceiving that if they got a larger quantity of goods 
probably they might recover themselves. The consumption of 
the country, I should think, has rather increased the facility 
given by Government in the duties, which is, one year from 
the arrival of the vessel the goods are entered, put in bond, and 
from the date they are taken out there is a credit given ot one 
year, on the bond of two merchants. 

1057. You state that the parties who have sustained losses 
might carry on this trade to excess, from the facility in tne 
mode of giving credit on the duty due from those parties, they 
sustaining their affairs by carrying it on with a capita belong¬ 
ing, in fact, to the Government ?—That has been the case ; I 
believe the Government is sensible of its having suffered. 

1058. Do you attribute the over-trading, in part, to the 
deranged situation of some of the traders having a facility o 
meeting their engagements by the twelve-months credit they 
have obtained on the duties ?—I think I may saiely say that 
would be my conclusion. 

1059. Can you state to the Committee what has been the 
average rate of duty on the different teas that have been im¬ 
ported into America, at present, upon the sale valuer It is 

' 1060? Is it equal to the same value, is it 100 per cent. ?—-I 
should think, perhaps, 75 to 100 per cent, upon the cost price 
in China. I have a number of prices current which show the 
precise duty on the tea. 

1061. You consider the duty on all sorts, taking it as an 
average, to be about 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost prices in 
China?—I think it is that; in some instances it will be moie 
than that. I can explain the duties paid on each kind ol tea : 
bohea tea pays 12 cents per pound duty; congou, ; 
souchong, 25; hyson-skin, 28; young hyson, 40; hyson, 4( ; 
gunpowder, 50 ; imperial, 50 cents per pound. 

1062. Have you got the prices at which those several sorts 
of tea sell?—I have made out a memorandum ot the prices 
which teas have sold for at New York from the year 1820 to 
1829, less the duty. 

[ The same was delivered in, and read as follows ] 
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When you say less the duty, you mean the duty oft, 25 Feb. IS30. 
or what is commonly called short price ?—Yes. ^ ~a~MUrie> 

1064. From what have you compiled that ?~~Froni the prices 
current published at New York. I believe also they were ex¬ 
treme prices. In going into the New York market I. could buy 
teas cheaper than those for money. I have no hesitation in say¬ 
ing that I believe it is tolerably correct; but wherever there 
were fractions, I added them to the price, so as to enable me 
to speak with confidence when I carne here. 

1065. Do those prices-current from which you have compiled 
this table state the highest prices ?—I believe they do fully so, 
with a view to supporting the market. 

1066. Are those the cash prices, or is there a discount?— 

They are the prices at a credit of from four to six months. 

1067. How much lower would they be for cash?—I think I 
may say four or five per cent, lower. 

1068. Does the account you have delivered in show the 
specific duty ?—It does not: these papers do, and X have just 
stated the duty to the Committee ? 

1069. You are understood to state as the result of your inves¬ 
tigation, that, as near as may be, you think the average specific 
duty on the China cost is 75 to 100?—Yes; there are instances 
in the case of hyson-skin tea in which it is more; it is full that 
in the instance of hyson-skin ; it is a good deal above 100. 

3070. Is it 75 percent, in the cost price at Canton, or on the 
sale price at New York ?—It exceeds 75 per cent, in the cost 
price in China. 

1071. What do you suppose it may be on the sale price at 
New York?—If hyson-skin tea sells for 63 cents and the duty 
is 28, that is about 45, I think, without calculating it. It is a 
specific duty per pound; the papers are here, and the calcula¬ 
tion is simple ; I prefer stating the simple duty per pound. 

1072. Is the present rate of duties the same as it was in the 
year 1820, or has the tariff increased those duties ?—I think, 
according to my recollection, that duty was not increased by 
the last tariff, but I am not certain. 

1073. The mode of transacting this business in America is 
something of this sort, that the importer obtains from the govern¬ 
ment a credit of twelve months for the duty when he takes his 
tea out of bond and sells it?*—Exactly so. 

1071. He sells it, you say, on a credit of six months generally? 

—Yes. , V 

1075. That credit of six months is a bill of exchange pro¬ 
bably ?—A promissory note. 

1076. That is immediately convertible into cash an a dis¬ 
count by the banks in America ?—The banks discount paper at 
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8JK). four months; seldom so long as six, unless they have an over¬ 
abundance of money* 

1077. The importing merchant selling his teas with the duty, 
at what is called the long price, has a capital equal to the duty 
to carry on a future operation,, and to speculate again on a fresh 
import ?—The prevailing opinion in America is, that this duty 
puts him in fall possession to purchase another full cargo. When 
1 speak of the duty being 75 to 100 per cent, on the cost in 
China, I conceive I am speaking within bounds. It is generally 
conceived that the long credit given by the government, enables 
the importer to send his vessel again direct to China, and im ¬ 
port another cargo. 

1078. Do you attribute any part of the over-trading to the 
facilities of those credits, and to the protection it gave to a per¬ 
son in bad circumstances, as not compelling him to meet his en¬ 
gagements?—It. is the prevailing opinion that the advantages 
derived from the credit contributed generally to the over¬ 
trading. 

1079. Does the same system prevail in any other branch of 
American trade; the import of manufactured goods from this 
country for instance ?—We have eighteen and twelve months on 
European manufactures ; English are the bulk. 

1080. The duty being very high on English manufactures, 
does it not create a credit, advanced by the government, which 
gives great facilities to over-trading?—That is the prevailing 
opinion, and remonstrances have been repeatedly made to 
government to lessen the credit, with a view of putting it out of 
the power of enterprizing or speculative persons to deal on the 
scale which they do. 

1081. Does it not give great facilities to parties whose cir¬ 

cumstances are deranged, to carry on trade for a long time after 
they ought to settle with their creditors; and is it not the result, 
that the government secure the whole of their assets when they 
are driven to the necessity of closing their Concerns ? _Govern¬ 

ment have suffered of late. 

1082. But their individual creditors suffer to a greater degree, 
do they not?—The individual creditors have suffered to a great 
extent of late years. The greater part of the English goods 
vended in America have been done by commission houses, 
who made advances to manufacturers in this country, by com¬ 
ing under acceptance for 60 or 70 per cent.; it applies to other 
things. 

1083. Have there been losses of a like nature with those in 
the China trade sustained in any other branches of the trade of 
America from this facility of credit?—I think not to the same 
extent ; nothing 30 great. 

1084 & there any circumstance in the trade in tea which has 
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the loss heavier on that branch than on other articles 25 Feb. 1830 . 
of trade ?—The facility of the credit in the duty. „, 

108h. Is the credit greater on tea than on other articles?— 

The credits on China goods are six, twelve, and eighteen months; 
the average is longer on China goods than on European. 

I080. Are there any other causes that have interfered with 
the tea trade of the United States?—I do not know of any 
materially. 

1087. Have not duties been laid in Europe on the import of 
teas through America ?—I believe there has been something of 
that kind of late ; but I cannot speak to it. 

1088. The trade to Canada, you are aware, is no longer 
carried on ?~I believe not. 

1080. Has the result been a diminished import into the 
United States ?—I believe since 1827-8 the import has fallen 
off; 

1090. Do you consider the trade now in a thriving or a de¬ 
pressed state ?—In a depressed state. 

1091. Is it as much so as it was in 1827-8?—1 understand 
it is depressed. 

1092. As ) r ou have imported a considerable quantity of tea, 
and have been a dealer for many years, what is your opinion of 
the relative qualities of tea imported into the United States 
and that imported into this country ?—I believe the tea im¬ 
ported into the United States to be good. 

1093. Is it, as good as the tea consumed in this country ?— 

I should think it is equal in quality ; the green teas particularly. 

1094 Do you speak from your own knowledge?—I speak 
from my own knowledge, and having heard English ladies say 
it was quite as good tea as any that they had ever drank in 
England. 

1095. You think, from your experience, that tea is deterio¬ 
rated by keeping ?—I think it is. 

1090, Have the prices at Canton been uniform and steady, 
or have they varied ?—They fluctuate. 

1097. Do they fluctuate almost every year ?—-That is go¬ 
verned by the demand. 

1098. You never found any difficulty in procuring whatever 
quantity you required ?— Sometimes in the article of young 
hyson, it was difficult to procure sufficient of the best quality; 
of the other teas generally abundant, or often abundant: the 
young hyson of fine quality was often scarce. 

1099. In the market at Canton, is there any difference in 
the price of tea of the like description, in consideration of its 
being older or fresher?—Old teas are always sold cheaper in 
China. 

1100. Does the same difference in price prevail in the United 
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S fates ?— I hey are always more difficult of sale. If the market 
was abundantly supplied, it would be difficult to sell old teas, 
unless the qualify of fhem was very fine. 

1101. With whom were the transactions carried on at Canton 
mi the purchase of the teas generally ? A part was always 
bought of the security-merchantthe residue from other gen¬ 
tlemen in the Hong, aful a part from the outside merchants or 
shopmen, as they are called. 

J102. In what proportions ?—I cannot speak to that; I should 
think that would vary. 

1103. Is the quality of tea purchased from the outside mer¬ 
chant equal to that procured from the Hong ?—I should think 
it is, some of them being highly respectable; in short, quite 
favourites, one or two of then). 

1104 . So that you think teas of equally good quality are to 
be procured from the outside merchants with those obtained 
from the Hong merchants or the security merchants?—I think 
they are, hut probably not in the same quantities. 

1105, You have stated the commission to a supercargo to 
be three per cent.?—I think it was uniformly so. 

l lOo. Have you ever, instead of employing a supercargo, 
employed any resident agent at Canton ?—I have not myself, 
but some ot the merchants of Philadelphia did. 

1107. What was the commission they paid to the resident 
agent. It would not vary much from three percent.. - if it 
varied it would be a mere fraction, it would not be more. ’ 

1108. You would prefer employing a resident agent to a 
supercargo perhaps?—there are often two supercargoes on 
board the vessel, and it is a protection to the cargo. 

Um Do you allow any commission on the outward invest¬ 
ment .—Notany. The outward investment is dollars; the 
commission is solely on the purchase at Canton, or on the 
amount of dollars paid there. 

Illo. A supercargo going to Canton has no commission on 
the investment at i hdadelphia ?—Be has no commission save 
on the amount invested for the return voyage* 

Mil. Is no commission given to the native or Hong mer- 
chants ?—None that I know of. 

1112. When you talk of old teas, what is the age of a tea 
yon consider as old ?—I should suppose the teas of the previous 
kmc'a- 18 consutle ^ oitl > ,}ul the y wight have been on hand 

1113. Can you state from recollection the comparison be¬ 
tween teas of the like description of the preceding year or the 
current years ?—In two or three instances, I ordered old skin 
teas it they were to be had cheap ; and the old teas cost 17 or 
lo tales, when the new teas would be worth 22 tn *>& 
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-Do you mean to say that there is a difference of at 

least-30 per cent, in the value of teas of the like description, 
from the circumstance of the one being a year older than ano¬ 
ther?--! do not think that the difference in value will be 
generally so great, but I mean to speak from what I have expe¬ 
rienced in solitary instances. 

1115. Does that difference apply equally to the finer teas?_ 

I think not in so great a degree as to the common teas* 

1116. Do you know what is the duty no v paid on tea in the 
British provinces of America?—I have understood it to be very 
small. I do not know whether it is more than two to four-pence 
per pound. 

111/. Have you the sale prices of tea at Quebec or Halifax? 
—I have not any. 

1118. Has the consumption of young hyson greatly increased 
in the United States compared to other teas ?—It is the 
favourite tea, and there is always a great demand for it; so 
much has been brought of it of inferior quality that the price 
has been reduced; the Chinese finding the demand for it in¬ 
creased the quantity. 

1119. Has it happened in the importations that you have had 
to open any chests of bad quality?—I recollect receiving a chest 
of tea filled with sand or something of that kind; I sent il back, 
ami if my recollection be correct, I received two for it. I know 
it is the custom in China to return two for one in case of fraud 
or deception. 

1120. Do you conceive the outside traders, the parties of 
whom you purchased tea, as men of fair character and honour- 
ble in their dealings ?—I believe the Hong and many of the 
outside to he fair dealers, and quite men of business. 

1121. As much as are generally met with in the trade of other 

countries ?—Their character is sometimes lightly spoken of, but 
I have heard American gentlemen say that it is unjustly so, that 
they find them fair. . 

i 122. Do they ever give any credit in China?—I think in the 
year 1919-20 1 experienced misfortunes in England, and I re¬ 
ceived a credit of a few thousand pounds from Mr. Howqua; 
he knew nothing of me but from inquiries. 

1123. Do you consider the Chinese merchants, and the au¬ 

thorities in China generally, as disposed to give every facility 
and encouragement to fair trade with the United Stales ?_'I 
think so; it is generally understood, what is called a rich ship 
in America is very acceptable in Canton. 1 

1124. Do you know any other instance of credit having been 
creT'U 1 beheVe the Chinese!,ave suffered greatly from giving 

1125. Giving credit to Americans?—I will not confine my- 

R( cr ^ lT,er ^ cans J there certainly have been instances of their 
s u fie ring. 
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1326* What is the difference between purchasing on credit 
and purchasing for ready money in the price of tea?*—In the 
instance to which I allude, and I do not mean to speak beyond 
that, I paid Mr. Howqua one per cent, per month until the 
money was returned; .1 accomplished that in ten months. It 
was impossible to calculate the interest, not knowing when the 
vessel would arrive, and I think I still owe him £50; but he 
sent me the bond, giving it up, saying I had been prompt, and 
he did not wish for any more. 

1127. As far as your experience goes, have you every reason 
to think that, in transacting business generally at Canton, there 
is the same disposition and facility to encourage fair dealing as 
in other countries ?—I have no reason whatever to doubt that. 

1128. Have you ever, in an)' of your dealings with England 
or any other country, found the merchants give up £50 which 
you consider them entitled to ?—I never owed interest-money to 
any one; this was accidental. 

1129. In fact, you do not consider the Chinese as disposed to 
thwart or throw obstacles in the way of commerce carried on in 
a fair manner with foreign merchants ?—I should conclude them 
rather friendly to commercial intercourse. Vessels going there 
with Spanish dollars, 1 think, have great advantages, and are 
very well received. 

1130. Have you any experience of vessels going there with 
assorted cargoes of manufactured goods?—1 never shipped 
goods myself, only I observed what my neighbours were doing, 

113$. Were you connected with the China trade at the time 
of the great fire at Canton ?—No. 

1132. I)o you know whether the losses sustained by the mer¬ 
chants of the United States were made good by the government ? 
—Only by report. 

1133. Have you any reason to doubt that the trade of the 
United States with Canton, when the effects of this over-trading 
are done away, will be a remunerating trade like others I 
should think it would, if conducted on correct principles. 

1131. What has been generally the freight per ton from Phila¬ 
delphia to Canton and back?—In the periods in which I was 
first interested vessels were in readiest rather. We pay ten per 
cent, on the amount shipped; paid the money in China, and 
were entitled to two tons and one-eighth measurement for every 
1000 dollars shipped. 

1135. Do you know the present rate ?—I believe it is lower, 
but I cannot speak to that. 

1136. Is there any protection by any public authority on the 
part of the United States to the trade of their citizens at Canton ? 
—There has been a consul there. 

1137. Is there one now? —lam not certain; the gentleman 
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:ibere has returned to America,' but whether there 
as been a successor appoint ed I am not certain. 

1188.. How 1 was the consul paid ?—I do not think he received 
any thing, but tarn not certain. I heard it said that he acted 
gratuitously, but I cannot speak to that. 

1139. Since the period you first embarked in this trade, the 
quantity of tea required for America has probably increased ?—* 
Very greatly, 

111*0. Supposing it to increase in the same proportion in the 
next thirty years as it has done in the last, do you think there 
would be any difficulty in supplying the increased demand?— 
I cannot well answer that question. I have always understood 
the Chinese could supply any quantity of tea; but I urn not 
able to answer that question. 

1141. Was there any difficulty experienced from the increased 
demand?—It enhanced the price a little, but not materially, on 
that account, I think. 

1142. Has there been any difficulty in procuring the black 
teas in China, now that the demand for that article has in¬ 
creased ?—The importation of black teas from China into the 
United States has been very limited till lately. I have never 
heard of any difficulty, but I cannot speak to it; 1 never re¬ 
member any. 

1143. You have stated that the quantity now imported, and 
the demand for it, are increasing ? — Yes. 

1144. But you never heard of any complaint of difficulty in 
procuring it ?—No. 

1145. With respect to green tea, do you contemplate any 
difficulty, supposing the quantity of that required "to be in¬ 
creased?—I cannot speak to that, but I never heard any 
apprehensions on that head expressed by any one. 

1146. Do you know whether the Americans, in their supply 
of black tea, are limited to qualities which do not suit the 
British market, and are not taken by the East-India Company? 
--The black tea imported into America is chiefly souchong, or 
what is called souchong ; very good tea ; I make use of it my¬ 
self; I never heard any difficulty expressed. 

1147. Do you find it of as good a quality as that you find in 
England?—It was very good tea. It would be wrong in me to 
speak oh that head, it being rather a new thing, or new to me, 
the fine black tqas in England are of excellent quality. 

1148. Are The port charges required by the government of 
China ..very considerable on American vessels?—The ships 
going from the United States generally will average about 350 
to 400 tons;, the port charges are supposed to be 7,000 dol¬ 
lars; they used to be reckoned at 8,000, 

1149 v Supposing the ship to he double that size, will the port 
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1830. charges be the same or greater ?~I understand the same, but 
I cannot speak to that. 


.Afr* 7?, Milne, 


1150. \ou are not acquainted with the trade at Sincaporc, 
or any other port ?—No, I am not. 

1151. The first thing a ship does on arriving at Canton, is 
to make an arrangement with the security merchant ?-—The 
supercargoes land, I understand, like men of business, and go 
first to one Hong and then to another, and inquire the prices 
ot & ood$ ’ and secure the ship with a person to whom it may 
appear to them of most advantage. 

1152. With the member of the Hong who will do it on terms 
the most favourable to the ship ?—Yes. 

1153. The parties then go from one Hong merchant to ano¬ 
ther, till they have ascertained who will do it on the most favour¬ 
able terms ?—So I understand. 

1154. They are at liberty to employ whichever they please? 

T Karrn .. ’ f # w 
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have understood they were on shore several days before 
they fixed. J 

1155. Making their bargain ?—Yes, so I understand. 

1156. And the government does not interfere to prevent 
that f'—I believe not at all; I have always understood the busi¬ 
ness to be simple and easy. 

1157. Does it amount to any thing more than an agreement 
with the Hong merchant to take a certain quantity of goods 
from him for his being the security ? — I believe they uniformly 
purchase a part at the price agreed on. 

J15S, Not higher than the market price?-—No. 

. * \Y^ en y° u state diat a simple operation, he agrees 
with the Ilong merchant, who will supply him with a certain 
quantity of goods on reasonable terms ?—- Yes ; but if I go with 
a vich ship, I can make good terms, I pay money, of course, 
which gives me advantages. 

1160. They are glad to supply you at the market price?— 
Yes, very glad. 

1161. Is not the difficulty greater when you carry out goods 
than when you carry out specie?—I never shipped goods; I 
should conclude it was certainly greater. 

1162. You have stated that you have carried on this trade 

lorn the year 1799 to 1811 ?—Yes, and occasionally; the last 
time in 1820. . 


i!63. Is there any circumstance in the trade, according to 
your opinion, winch induced you to leave it off?—I did not find 
it. profitable. 


II64. You have stated that new tea was greatly superior in 
price to old tea; do you mean new tea bought in China, or tea 
which has been long kept in the United States of America ?— 
I intended the remark to apply in both ways. 
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>. What period do you consider long in tea, after its 25 
.Jtdval, being kept in the United States before it was sold?— 

At New York, in the ease of some of the persons who have 
been unfortunate, the old teas were sold at ruinous prices. 

1166. How long had they been kept on hand ?—They had 
forfeited the drawbacks: of course,, they had been more than 
one year in the country; probably two; I cannot speak to the 
time. They were sold very low m the c<ose of Mr. Smith. 

1107. Without any other circumstance in the market, the 
quality of the teas was held to be of less value in consequence 
of the time they had been on hand ?—'Yes. 

1168. You have stated that the trade became less profitable; 
can you state what the profit was by your last investment from 
China ?—I did not make much, or rather I did not make any 
thing. I believe it has occasionally been better since. 

1169. Did you ever hear of any disputes arising between the 
American subjects and the Chinese government?—I have 
mentioned that in those cases wherein 1 was interested nothing 
unpleasant ever occurred. I only know from the public prints 
relative to the sailor, a case which has been mentioned the 
vessels in which I was interested never experienced any diffi¬ 
culty. 

1170. You have bad no information from other pelsons as to 

those disputes I have not. 

1171. You have stated the proportion of price in China 
between the fresh teas and the old teas; have the goodness to 
state what, upon the average, in the towns of America, is the 
difference between teas of a year old and the fresh teas; is it 
five, ten, fifteen per cent., or wliat proportion?—Taking care 
what I say, I should say it exceeded five per cent.; but I do 
not mean to pledge myself. It is extremely difficult to sell 
them, unless the old teas have been originally of a very good 
quality. 

1172. Is it not an universal opinion that the quality originally 
of some of the fresh teas is better than of the stale tea ?—There 
is uniformly a decided preference; it is extremely difficult to sell 
the old when the new arrives. 

1173. Are you aware that the East-India Company in this 
country are obliged by law to keep their teas a year before they 
sell them ?—I have heard that the teas were kept a long time ; 

I was not sensible of it; I have heard the subject mentioned ; 

I have no knowledge of the law. 

1174. Supposing that to be the'case, and that the East-India 
Company, either by compulsion of the law, or other circum¬ 
stances, were in the habit of keeping* their teas always a year 
before they sold them, do not you think that any other trader 
offering in the market fresh teas, would find a great prefe¬ 
rence over the Company ?—Decidedly so. 
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1 >.75. That the taste of this country, like that of America, 
would pronounce itself in favour of the fresh tea over the stale? 
-—Decidedly so. 

117(5. You have stated the duties in America to be levied 
on the different teas, mentioning the teas by name, so much on 
souchong, so much on twankay, and so on ?~~- Yes. 

1177. Is it not common for one quality to be packed up in 
China with a different name: hyson for hyson-skin, or young 
hyson, and so on, for the purpose of affecting the rate of duty 
io be collected in America ?—That would be considered a great 
fraud, and, of course, persons of respectability never do such 
things; I have no knowledge of it myself; 1 have heard of a 
person in New York practising some deceptions, but of course 
he lost credit, and the thing was discontinued, I imagine ; I 
have no knowledge of such frauds, and cannot speak to them ; I 
should consider the instances very few. 

1178. Do you suppose that if, for instance, young hyson was 
packed for hyson-skin, a custom-house officer could distinguish 
the qualities on their arrival ?—I think he could. 

1179. And that any fraud attempted of that description 

would be detected ? —If such frauds exist the instances are very 

few. \ 

1180. You have stated up to what time your trade was pro¬ 
fitable and when it ceased to be so, and when you were in¬ 
duced to retire from it; from the period that the China trade 
ceased to be profitable, has not almost all foreign trade of every 
description been losing?—All foreign commerce from the 
United States has, generally speaking, been very unprofitable. 

1181. Do you think that this China trade to which you allude 
has merely fallen into the same position with almost all the 
shipping trade of the country ?—'When I left the China trade I 
turned my attention to cotton, which my friends and con¬ 
nexions in Lancashire were quite at home in, but I did not 
better myself much. 

1182. The commerce generally has been a losing occupation 
for many years past 1 believe a good deal so. 

1183 Were you ever concerned in a whole cargo to China ? 
—Merely as shipper*on freight. 

1184. To what extent?—As my capital increased,. *niy 
business increased, commencing moderately. 

1185. That is the practice in the American trade?—Yes. 

lL8G - When you speak of the foreign trade of the United 
etates being a losing one, do you mean to apply that remark to 
the import of raw materials into thi;V country, or the whole 
course of trade, including the import and export trade?—I 
believe that a person who imported English dry goods judi¬ 
ciously, what I would term a practical man, -even yet, under all 
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culties, makes a little money ; at least if he* did not grow 25 
j rich, he would get a living, I think, with economy, 

11S7, The profit made is chiefly on the export of manufac¬ 
tures from this country to America ?—The commerce of the 
United States is very extensive ; and various persons who export 
colonial and domestic produce often lose money. Persons who 
import English goods on a moderate scale, and have judicious 
agents in this country, X believe, are rather benefited, but not 
materially,of late. 

1188. The benefit of the trade, upon the whole, consists more 
in the profit on the manufactured ‘article than in the exporta¬ 
tion of the raw material ? —Yes, I think so. Importers of French 
goods do well sometimes; but to these points I cannot speak 
explicitly. 

1189. Have you ever imported any China silk goods?—I 
have done so. 

1190. Have you ever imported any raw silk?—Never. 

1191. Has the profit on China silk goods been equal to that 
on tea ?—I think, on the whole, better. 

1192. Have you ever imported any nankeens?—Yes. 

1193. What proportion of profits do nankeens bear to other 
articles imported?—The nankeens were often a bare article ; 
sometimes they lay on hand. 

1194«. Should you say that the demand in America for tea is 
increasing ?—The population increases greatly, and the demand 
for tea increases with it. The usual breakfast is coftee; they 
drink tea in the afternoon. 

1195. Do the labouring classes in the United States drink 
tea as they do in tins country ?—I believe they do. 

1196, Was there any export of tea from the United States to 
any of the southern ports of America?—A little, I think, but 
limited. I cannot speak to that; 1 have heard of it. 

1197. Do you know that any teas are smuggled into the 
Canadas ?—I have heard much of that. I have been in Canada, 
ami heard of it there, and I suppose it did exist: I have spoken 
to that in the former part of my evidence. 

1198, When you mentioned the quality of tea in America to 
be as good as that in England, did you refer to the fresh tea in 
America or the old tea ? —1 believe the whole of the green teas, 
the hyson, the imperial, and gunpowder, to be as good tea as 
can be produced, in my opinion. 

1 99. Ac good tea as there is here?—Yes, I think so; they 
have been bought for Spanish dollars. 

1200. Do you refer to the fresh teas of those descriptions, or 
the year-old teas of. those descriptions?—! refer to the teas 
generally, when they are imported, being of as good quality as 
can be procured. 
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Lima'.., h die Martii , 1830* 

JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, Esq* again called in, and 
examined. 

1201. The Committee understand that trade, on the part of 
the East-India Company, is given in shares to the Hong mer¬ 
chants ; will you stale the proportion of those shares?—The 
shares are in number twenty-one; of which the chief Hong 
merchant has four, the four next three, and the two last two and 
a half each. 

1202. Are there not some of the Hong merchants insolvent ? 
—Certainly not; they are all infill trade. 

1203. Do each of them really receive those shares of the 
trade. Some of them receive more, according to the teas which 
may be at their disposal beyond the actual contracts . Those 
proportions apply only to what are called the contract teas, 
about throe-fifths of the Company’s investment. The remaining 
two-fifths are left to be filled up by casual tenders on the part 
of those who m&y have the best teas to offer. 

1204. Are the casual tenders always from the Hong mer¬ 
chants, and never from any other party ?—-From the Hong 
merchants. 

1205. Are those shares considered of value ?—-As regards the 
teas, but otherwise as regards the imports; for the Hong mer¬ 
chants sustain a loss upon a great number of imports. 

1206. Upon the whole you consider them valuable?—They 
must be so, 

1207. Have you ever heard them estimated at any certain 
amount?—-I have heard such conjectural estimates; but they 
must be mere guesses, as we cannot have access to their books, 

12(R Have you ever known them to be sold Certainly 
not ' it is quite out of my knowledge. 

1209. Did you ever hoar that each share was reckoned 
worth 40,000 dollars?—It must be a guess on the part of the 
person that reckoned it. 

1210. With respect to contract teas, is the contract made 
each year ?—It is made in the preceding season for the subse¬ 
quent one. 

1211. And the price then settled?— Always in reference to 
each denomination of tea. There is a descending scale of 
prices ; and in reference to the tea which may fc j produced 
under each class, the price is settled, 

1212. Is that series of price settled every year, or does it go 
on from year to year?—The series of prices, in reference to 
qualities, ts settled, and ban been for some time. One difference 
I recollect that lately took place; it was a general reduction in 
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ces of teas, one tale under every character. It took place l _ 

year 1825, and was in favour of the Company to the j 

amount of about £20,000- Esq* 

121S« Then, with the exception of that diminution, the prices 
for each class of tea have been settled for some time ?—They 
have. 

J214. Do you remember how long ?—i cannot state exactly. 

1215. But from 1825 to the present moment the same price 
has been given?—Yes, generally. 

1216. Are the teas that are not contract teas purchased also 
according to a scale of prices, or according to the market price r 
—They are purchased in reference to their quality, and accord¬ 
ing to the scale. 

1217. That, is, in fact, upon the same rule with respect to 
price as the contract teas?-—No; they are necessarily lower in 
price, being lower in quality. 

1218. What do you call the teas which are not contract teas ? 

_There is a certain portion called “ winter teas;*' the re¬ 
mainder must be described by the negative term, “ not contract 
teas.” 

1219. According to their quality, would the teas that are not 
contract teas be purchased by the Company at the same rate as 
the contract teas ?—■ No ; they are always understood to be 
lower. 

1220. In what proportion are they lower ?—'The proportion 
must be gathered from the total; ‘it is impossible for me to 
state it. 

1221. Upon what ground is it that they are lower ? — On the 
ground of their being inferior, or perhaps old teas. 

1222. Are they always old teas?—Not always, but upon the 
ground of their being generally inferior. 

1223. Is there not a portion of the winter teas which is of a 
superior quality of tea?—The winter teas are always purchased 
in the current season for shipment in the subsequent season. 

They are what were rejected as “contracts;” they were helm 
contract quality , and are taken at a very reduced price. 

1224), Are they invariably below ?—They must be below, 
having been offered as contracts, and not accepted. 

1225. Then are the Committee to understand, that all the 
tea which is not contract tea, has been rejected in the antece¬ 
dent year as contract tea?—In the current year, not all; only 
the winter £ea. 

1226. But the other portions, which are not winter teas, have 
not been rejected ?—Those which are not winter teas have not. 
been rejected. 

1227. What proportion do those which have not been re¬ 
jected bear to those which have been rejected ?—It is very dif- 
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ficult for me to state, because, the quantity of the jnpty* teas 
varies in different seasons, 

J l jJ f (Wi > Can you furnish the Committee with an account, for 

two or three years, of the proportions of the teas ?—The total 
investment of the Company’s black teas is about 270,000 chests, 
of Which the contracts are three-fifths. Of winter teas there are, 
I think,. about 20,000 chests ; but this varies. 

1229. The winter teas being the rejected teas of the antece¬ 
dent year ?—Of the season antecedent to their shipment . They 
are purchased in February, and shipped in the subsequent Oc¬ 
tober or November. They are rejected, not as being positively 
bad, but as being comparatively inferior to the high class called 
contract. 

1230. Then the prices paid by the Company are settled 
according to the scale, and without reference to the market 
price of the day ?—Yes ; but they are lower than the contracts. 

I hey are settled according to the scale, subject to change and 
alteration. The Company has always regulated the market price 
or teas. 

1281. When did any change take place ?—The last consider¬ 
able change took place in 1825, but I will not say that some 
denominations have not been lowered since. 

J232. How is the price fixed upon this scale?—The price is 
fixed according to a certain classification under each denomina¬ 
tion. There are not less than ten classes under each denomina¬ 
tion ; for instance, under the denomination of Congo, there are, 
in fact, more than ten classes. 

1233. Between what parties is it that this price is fixed ?— Be¬ 
tween the buyers and the sellers : between the Hong and the 
Company. 

1234. Do you know whether the teas that are sent to Canada 
are purchased by the Company according to the same scale of 
price as those sent to this country ?—They are not contract 
teas; they are of a lower description. 

1235. Do they form any proportion of the shares which the 
Hong merchants supply by contract ?~~No ; the whole consign¬ 
ment is to the amount of not more than £100,000. 

1236. Those are not purchased then according to this scale of 
price?—They are purchased according to the price which the 
Company choose to affix to each quality. 

1237. Are they higher or lower ?--They are lower than the 
contracts, and of a lower quality. 

1238. In proportion to the quality, are they lower than the 
contract teas ?—I believe the price is proportioned, as well as 
can be, to the real value of the commodity in both cases. 

1239. Can you speak positively to that?—I should cav de¬ 
cidedly. 
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-1040. How arc the prices of woollens, which the Hong mer¬ 
chants take, affixed ?—According to the demand. 

1241. The same way as the teas?—Yes ; except that the 
relative situation of the‘parties dealing becomes changed. The 
one become sellers, and the other buyers. 

1242. But still it is a mutual agreement between the parties? 
—Certainly. I would add, that the last consignment of 
woollens to China, it is estimated, will yield a profit upon the 
whole, if the prices remain the same as they were by the last 
accounts. 

1243. Supposing then, in so far as the value of woollens goes, 
that there were an arbitrary price put upon the woollens and 
upon the tea, it, does not follow that we. should ascertain the 
exact value of the teas purchased by the Company ?—-They 
must both be regulated according to the best conception that 
the two parties have of the supply and the demand. 

1244. But they are not regulated according to the price of 
the day in either instance ?—They must be; the market price of 
the day must be as much as the sellers can get, and as little as 
the buyers can manage to give. 

1245. When the Americans entered into the trade of supply¬ 
ing Canton with manufactured goods, did the price of the 
manufactured article fall in the Canton market?—Certainly 
it did. 

1246. Did the price of the woollens that the Company fur¬ 
nished to the Hong at the same time sustain a corresponding 
failure?—They certainly fell; the Company had to complain of 
a fall, 

1247. To what extent ?—I cannot tell exactly* 

1248. Are there any minutes kept of the agreements between 
the Hong and the supercargoes ?—They are all on the Com¬ 
pany’s records. 

1240. Do you remember when the last arrangement was 
made between the Hong and the supercargoes, with respect to 
the price of woollens?—The arrangement takes place every 
year, with reference to the supply and the demand. 

1250. Do the prices vary every year ?—Certainly. 

1251. But not of the teas?—Yes, 1 have said before that 
they did. There was a variation in the whole investment in 
the year 1825. since which time I cannot exactly speak to par¬ 
ticulars; 

1252. Are you aware that if tea was purchased in the market 
of Canton, for ready money for instance, it might be bought at 
much lower rates than those paid by the Company ?—I think 
the evidence I heard in this room went to prove that. _ That 
what, the Americans call a rich ship, that is, a ship freighted 
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wlth dollars, will always be more welcome to the Chinese than 
a ship freighted with mamifacturesu 

1253., Do you know the proportion in which teas so pur¬ 
chased for ready money would vary from the contract prices 
paid for the teas, supposing the quality to be die same ?— 
Except that it would be lower for cash, I cannot speak exactly. 

1254. Do you conceive that there would be a difference, 
upon boheft for instance, of from 9d. paid by the Company to 5d* 
and a fraction paid by the Americans ?~The denominations 
of teas can be no guide whatever with reference to the value of 
the teas. There is as much difference between the quality of 
teas of the same denomination, as there is between wine sold 
at a tavern and that drunk at a gentleman’s table, although they 
are both called Sherry or Madeira. 

1255. Are there no means of comparison at all between the 
prices paid in the market of Canton, and the contract prices of 
the Company's teas?—They are both in proportion to the real 
value of the commodity; and the contract teas are of a very 
high quality 1 am not aware that they are bought by any but 
the Company in general. 

1256. In the year 1825, when a different arrangement took 
place about price, was there a meeting between the Hong mer¬ 
chants generally and the supercargoes with respect to that 
alteration in the price.?—That would be the way in which such 
a measure must be operated. 

1257. Do yon remember whether it did actually take place ? 
—No doubt it did. 

1258. Are there any minutes of it?—There are the fullest 
minutes of every transaction that takes place regularly sent 
home, in what are called ‘ Public Consultations/ to the India- 
House. 

1259. Can you inform the Committee of the particulars of 
an arrangement entered into between the Select Committee 
and the supercargoes and the Hong merchants in the year 1828, 
not long after the failure of the security-merchant Manhdp ?— 
There are complete minutes upon the subject at the India- 
House; and they are of better authority than i am, for 1 hap¬ 
pened from necessity to be absent from the spot at that period. 

1260. Do you recollect what the substance of the agreement 
was; whether it was not agreed by the Hong merchants, under 
a penalty of 20,000 dollars or some such sum, to be paid by any 
Hong merchant who should, after a certain date, grant a license 
for the sale of any foreign imports to any other person than a 
Hong merchant, or to ship off ahy goods purchased from an 
outside merchant?—This arrangement among the Hong mer¬ 
chants took place entirely without the instigation of the Com- 
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edict from the Hoppo:—•. 


It was in consequence of this 1 Mar. 1830. 


“ From his Excellency the Hoppo, Wan Ta-Jin, to the 
Linguists A chow and others: 

“ It has been found out that some persons who formerly opened 
shops for European wares, have entered the merchants 9 hongs and 
clandestinely do business with foreigners; but foreign ships corning 
to Canton are restricted, in all their imports and exports, to deal 
with the Hong merchants. If native shopmen carry on a clandes¬ 
tine commerce, the law accounts it a treasonable intercourse. The 
severity of the law is to prevent frauds on the revenue. But the 
shopmen evade the law by forming connections with the Hong^ 
merchants, gradually entering and assuming a false pretence of 
superintending, the Hong concerns, carry on their illegal shops 
with the foreigners, and bring up and send down cargoes in the 
name of the Hong, The merchants connive at it, and the linguists 
receive bribes to report the duties. But it is forgotten that large 
debts for duties are accumulated, and foreign claims increased, and 
the Hong merchants are eventually injured. The best, way to pre¬ 
vent future evils in to be careful beforehand. Besides ordering 
Howqua and the other merchants to examine whether there be any 
shopmen in the Hongs or not, and forthwith to expel them instead 
of retaining them to carry on an illicit commerce with foreigners, 
and declaring that if any dare to disobey this order, on the facts 
being discovered, the goods will be confiscated, and the shopmen 
delivered over to the local government to be punished. Besides 
doing these things, an order is hereby issued to the linguists, re¬ 
quiring them to act according to the tenour of this; and hereafter 
should any shopman clandestiuly enter the hongs and deal with 
the foreigners, the linguists are disallowed to report their goods at 
the custom-house, and are required to give information to govern¬ 
ment that the goods may be confiscated. Should the linguists 
openly assent to and secretly oppose this order, and as before 
report goods at the custom-house, the moment it is discovered they 
will be severely punished.—Dec. 17th. 1827.” 

126L Are there not frequent proclamations or edicts by the 
Viceroy and by the Hoppo against smuggling of every kind ?— 
This was a more particular one, in consequence of the succes¬ 
sive failure of three of the Hong merchants. 

1262. Are not frequent proclamations of that kind issued 
against smuggling and illegal transactions?—Not so frequently 
against what is called the “ outside trade ” as against the opium 
trade- 

1263. Arc not those considered matters of course, and does 
not smuggling go on increasing notwithstanding?—I would con¬ 
fine the observation to opium, because that is a contraband 
article which cannot pay duties. The edict quoted is quite of 
a different description. I have not known more than three or 
four since my residence in the country. I remember one in 
1817, when the Company interfered in favour of the shopmen, 
and requested the government to allow them to trade to a eer- 
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tain extent with the ships without being subject to the intef^ 
ference of the Hong merchants. That application failed; and 
it appears that there were two hundred shops soon after siuit 
tip by order of the government. This last was without any 
complaint on the part of the Hong; it was a spontaneous act 
on the part of the government. 

19M. Are the Committee to understand that the Company- 
entered into no arrangement with the Hong merchants in con¬ 
sequence of that ?—-Toe Company had that year suffered very 
much by the abstraction from their contracts of teas of which 
they had always been accustomed to have the first choice ; and 
the Committee then thought, that as they had suffered in that 
year's investment, it was for the interest of the Company to 
endeavour to maintain their accustomed advantage. The Court 
did not enter into these views to their full extent, and the 
resolution of the Committee lias been altered; but they did at 
the moment think that it was for the interest of the Company 
to tell those Hong merchants, whom they suspected of conni¬ 
ving at the system, that if any individual of their bod) 
contributed again to the injury of the Company s investment, 
for the sake of a higher price, the Company would diminish, 
their dealings with him. 

1265. Did they not state to the Hong merchants that they 
reserved to themselves the right of depriving such Hong mer¬ 
chant of any share of the Company's trade, if they should 
again grant parcels or permit, facility to the outside merchants 
to deal with the Americans and other traders —It did not 
extend to the general trade in articles which had always been 
allowed to the shopmen. It was with reference to teas more 
especially; with reference to matters which affected the Com¬ 
pany's investment and the Company’s interests. 

1266. As regarded tea alone, did they make their intention 
known to the Hong merchants ?—Yes ; they told them that if 
they found their investment suffered, they should consider it 
their duty to show their disapprobation, by dealing less with the 
merchants who connived at it. 

1267. Are the Committee to understand that the Chinese 
were themselves anxious to deal with Americans and others, and 
thereby abstracted a portion of the Company's trade, but that 
the Company’s servants interfered to prevent it ?~-The Com¬ 
pany's servants at that time thought it was their duty to preserve 
the first choice., which they had always enjoyed, of those supe¬ 
rior teas; and they thought they could do this in no other way, 
than by telling the merchants that they would deal less with 
any individual of their body who injured the Company’s interests, 
by contributing to the new system, 

1268. In fact, they were anxious to keep up that preference 
which they had in the choice of the teas, notwithstanding the 
outside merchants wished to deal with others ?—They did \ but 
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bag bccn. ince given up, in consequence of fee receipt 
of a reply from the Court, saying they thought it was better to 
let things take their natural course. 

1261). Then, in fact, did mutters revert to their old channel, 
notwithstanding the edict you have now read ?—Certainly not, 
with regard to all commodities* It is still held by the Cknton 
government to be traitorous for an outside dealer to deal in 
certain staple articles. 

1270. Can you state any instance in which the government 
has acted on the spirit of that edict, and punished any outside 
merchant for dealing with Americans or any other Foreigners? 
*—1 have not yet heard of any instance since that edict. 

1273. What is the Chinese punishment for treason ; what 
penalty would attach to that class of treason which is desig¬ 
nated by this trade?—Treason, strictly speaking, is the highest 
crime that can happen under a despotism; and in China entails 
the highest punishment. What sort of treason dealing with 
foreigners is, I am not aware ; but it might probably be punished 
by banishment for life to Tartary. 

1272. Have you ever known that punishment inflicted for 
that offence.?—Soon after the Comjtony’a interference in 1817, 
two hundred shopmen were taken up and punished : the least 
punishment, X believe, was the confiscation of their goods* 

•1273. At what time was that?—In the year 1817. 

1274. Have you ever known such a proceeding taken at any 
other period ?—Constantly; it has happened every two or three 
years since I have been in the service, that, outside men have 
been apprehended. It is for the purpose of extorting money 
from them. 

1275. Has it', in point of fact, interrupted the proceedings 
of the outside merchants ?—It never can entirely. I consider 
the outside trade at Canton to be perfectly secure in regard to 
certain permitted commodities, but not in regard to the others. 

1276. Have you ever heard that outside merchants have given 
sums of money, 5,000 or 10,000 dollars, to the Hong merchants, 
for their pass to cover certain exports, which legally they could 
not send withopt the Hong merchants' authority ?—They have, 
I believe, bribed them. 

1277. fjas not that been of very frequent occurrence ?—J 
believe thac no outside "dealer, where his business is illegal, can 
manage well; to carry on such transactions without bribing the 
Htsng merchants* It is a sort of tax on the outside trade. 

1278. The Committee understand from you that the Hong 
merchants have legally a monopoly of tin trade from the port 
of Canton ?—In staples. 

1279. Do you mean, in the trade with Europe and India ?— 
The Chinese do not discriminate between the places from which 
foreigners come. 
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1280. Do you recollect any articles which are excepted from 
that monopoly There is one which, I believe, is now excepted* 
namely, silk piece-goods; it is a trade which the Hong mer¬ 
chants cannot carry on, being a business of detail, fit only for 
the outside dealers. 

128L Did not that take place in 1828 by proclamation ?— 
The proclamations were against free trade; but silk has been 
allowed to the outside dealers. 

1282. Then except silk piece-goods all other articles are con¬ 
sidered illegal, if they do not go through the Hong merchants ? 
— Besides silk piece-goods, there are a variety of trifling things. 
The daily wants of a foreigner at Canton must be supplied,from 
the shops : for instance, a man could not go and buy a pair of 
shoes from Howqua. There are, besides, sugar-candy, and 
mats, and things of that kind* 

1283. Are you aware of sums of money being paid by the 
outside merchants to the Hoppo for the privilege of exporting? 
—I am not aware of that; I should say, they were paid to the 
Hong merchants. The Hoppo is in a situation too high to 
admit of bargains between him and the outside dealers. I should 
think the bribes w ere paid, in part, to the underlings of the 
Hoppo. 

1284. Will you state what the office of the Hoppo is, and 
what his duties are, and the importance of them ?—He is the 
third civil officer in rank at Canton; he ranks after the governor 
of the province; and he is chief commissioner of the customs. 
His duty is to superintend the foreign trade in general. 

1285. Are you aware whether he is paid by salary or by com¬ 
mission ?—I believe that, under that corrupt government, he 
receives very little positive salary, and is allowed principally to 
pay himself. Most of the situations connected with foreign 
trade are sold to the best bidder, who remunerates himself as he 
can. 

1286. Have you not heard that that is principally done by 
conniving at evasions of the revenue ?—-I believe that it is to a 
considerable extent, and by sums that he wrings from the Hong 
merchants; in every way, in fact, that he can obtain money. 

1287. Are the Committee to understand that there is a dis¬ 
position, on the part of the Chinese outside merchants, to deal 
with foreigners, but that the Hong, by the privileges which they 
possess, restrain them ?—I should say, that there is necessarily 
a disposition, on the part of the outside dealers, to participate 
in the lucrative trade with foreigners, but that both die govern¬ 
ment and the Hong merchants are, from interest, opposed to 
it; the government, because they are more secure of their reve¬ 
nues if they come regularly ; and the Hong merchants, naturally 
with that self-love which leads every man to do the best for him 
self and the body to which he belongs. 
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But you say that the government have relaxed in 1 
some of the regulations in favour of the outside merchants ?--■ 

I believe that in one article they have, either by positive cornu- 
vancp or by positive ©fl&ctnicnt, allowed the silk trade to the 
outside dealers. 

1289. Was there any written contract, on the occasion that 
has been mentioned, between the supercargoes and the Hong 
merchants?—! believethat it was, just in so many words, ad¬ 
dressed to those Hong merchants whom they-suspected of having 
assisted in depriving them of their accustomed choice of teas, 
that they would show their displeasure towards any_ Hong mer¬ 
chants who contributed to it, by dealing less with them than 
with the others. 

1290THave you any knowledge of a letter addressed by the 
American agent to the chief of the Select Committee, remon¬ 
strating against such part of the arrangement in question as 
involved his interest as an American ?—Some of the Americans 
{for all of them"would not sign these petitions to the government) 
had endeavoured to bring the British into odium with the Chinese. 

I think on the Company’s records there is copy of an address of 
theirs, saying that the British had set themselves up m opposi¬ 
tion to the Emperor—a charge of the* most injurious cast in such 
a country as China; and we at that moment felt that we owed 
so little to the Americans, and particularly to this individual, 
that we returned a very short answer. He- wanted us to assist 
him on some occasion, and we returned him a very laconic- 
answer, from the feeling that we owed him very little. 

1291. Is that letter and that answer on record ?—I think they 
both are on record. This petition had not been signed by all 
the Americans. 

1292/* Are you aware whether the American merchants at 
Canton, on finding that their trade with the outside merchants 
was put an eitU to by the arrangement made between the super¬ 
cargoes and the Hong, held a meeting and resolved to petition 
the Victffoy against*such proceeding ?—I believe that those in¬ 
dividuals of the Americans who had signed this previous peti¬ 
tion, did repeat* their application through the medium of the 
Hong merchants. 

1293. Have you ever seen a copy or translation of that peti¬ 
tion sent in by, the Americans ?—I saw some five or six of them ; 
but with rega’rd'to that particular one, I cannot say- 

I294-: "Did not one of these petitions to the Viceroy charge 
the agents of the East-India Company directly with having 
originated the arrangement which the Americans considered so 
prejudical to their interest ?—If they did make that assertion, 
the records'will show that it was incorrect. 

1295. According to your recollection, was that the allegation 
in their petition f —-It might have been their allegation ; but if 
it was so, 1 must deny the truth of it. 
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1296,. Are you aware whether any answer was sent* 
petition from the Chinese authorities ?*—Yes ; but the tenour of 
it I cannot speak to. There was so much correspondence that 
i cannot speak positively to any individual document. 

1297. Have you ever seen the answer of the government to 
(the American application ?—I dare say I did, but its exact tenour 
1 cannot charge my memory with. 

1298. Do you recollect whether that proclamation for the first 
»tmie legalized the transactions of foreigners with outside m,,;r~ 
<chants?~~I should say that there is no material difference at 
this moment with regard to the real state of the trade, except 
in the article of silk piece-goods. I have heard, though 1 can¬ 
not speak positively from my own recollection, as it did not 
concern us, that manufactured silk has been added to the other 
things that were before allowed to the outside dealers. 

1299. Did it not, to the best of your recollection, as regarded 
the export of manufactured silks, and the import of all cotton 
manufactures, legalize the trade with the outside dealers?— 
Yes, I think it did; it admitted those things to the list which 
before existed of the trade permitted to the outside dealers. 

1300. Will you have the goodness to read, from the Canton 
’Register of the 2d of August 1828, a statement therein con¬ 
tained of a proclamation concerning the trade carried on by 
shopmen, dated July 14th, 1828. 

[ The witness read the same , as follows ;] 

Proclamation concerning the Trade carried on by Shopmen ; 
dated, July 14th 1828. 

u Le, governor of Canton, fisc. See. with Yen, commissioner of cus¬ 
toms at the port of Canton, hereby make known regulations agreed 
upon for carrying on commerce between native shopmen and foreign 
^merchants of all nations, and require obedience to the same. 

w The treasurer and judge of Canton having received orders to meet 
and deliberate on the subject, reported to me, the governor, as follows: 

“ < We being commanded to meet and deliberate on regulations for 
the trade between native shopmen and foreign merchants, ordered the 
IKwongchowfoo to unite with the Nanhae and Pwangu magistrates, and 
examine the old records on the subject, then consult anil 3 tate their 
opinion. They did so, and laid the result before us, when we came to 
the following resolutions: 

“ ‘ Foreign merchants of all nations corning to Canton were formerly 
restricted, in their dealings with shopmen, to leather shoes, china-ware, 
*&c. eight articles. Exclusive of these, all imports and ex porta were 
•confined to the Hong merchants, who were made responsible for the 
duties, to prevent smuggling and such nefarious proceedings. The 
linguists were appointed solely for interpreting, and were not responsi¬ 
ble for trade. It is proper to keep them on the old footing, in con¬ 
formity with existing laws. 

“ 6 But the Hong merchants have now represented, that the Ameri¬ 
cans are desirous to be allowed to trade either with shopmen or Hong 
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ant??, as they.please, whether for great or small commodities. I Mar. 1830* 
Arid of kite, foreign ships in greater numbers have come to Canton, In . 

winch are a great many trading skippers, for whom the eight articles to J *' I)avi$ ' 
which thev were restricted are insufficient. The ci rcumstances of pre- At 9- 
sent and former times are different. That on deliberation, they would 
make out a list of the Birger articles of import and export, cargo to be 
confined to the Hong merchants, and earnestly soliciting a change of 
the law, which would be showing compassion t o the remote foreigners, 
and be beneficial pt home. This was their motive. 

u ‘ We (the treasurer ancf judge) commanded the officers before 
named to examine into the subject mid report, which they did. It is 
proper for us now to state the result; which is, that a list be made 
ovtl of exports, tea, raw silk, &e. 54 articles; ami of imports, woollens* 
camlets, &c. $3 articles; all of which large commodities the shopmens. 
shall be prohibited from dealing in. 

“ * All other goods riot Inserted in the list, whether exports or im- 
port#, coarse or other commodities, miscellaneous articles and eatables,, 
shall be left fro'eAb the foreign merchants to deal with shopmen, and 
shall be shipped off by Hong merchants, who are to be responsible for 
the 'duties. As to worked silks, since they are not brought from 
Soocfitnv or Hongehow, but woven from time to lime by natives' of 
dan ton when applied for by the foreign merchants, and since the Hong 
merchants say that this practice is expedient, both for foreigners ?*nd 
natives, it is right to grant their request [to leave silks free], 

“ * All coarse and miscellaneous articles not inserted in the list arc 
free to the foreign merchant who now chooses to deal with shopmen. 

But hereafterl if the shopmen incur debts, the Mandarin merchants 
shall not be implicated.. The foreign merchant must, in all such eases r 
be left to himself to clear his account. ^ . 

* w * With respect to shopmen dealing with foreigners, it is inex* 
pedient to leave them without some one to inspect their conduct. We 
(the treasurer and judg^) request that it may be made the duty of ihe 
Hong merchants and linguists to examine from time to time, and should 
there be any smuggling, the Hong merchants shall be responsible, 
and the linguists brought up and punished. This change seems required 
by the times; and since the foreigners will be compassionated, the 
merchants accommodated, and the responsibility fixed, there will be n<r 
test to the revenue, nor any obstacle from the laws. 

** f Having received orders to examine and consult, we now submit 
whether these suggestions be right or not, and wait for instructions to 
promulgate them. We moreover request that a communication may 
be made to the Hoppo to examine and conform/ 

" These statements have come before me, the governor; and as the 
deliberations are completed, I direct., in accordance with the above 
suggestions, a list to be made out of exports—tea, raw silk, Sec. 24 
articles. [Here he quotes, verbatim,, the preceding paragraphs, am! 
desifes the Hoppo to issue a proclamation in their united names to 
.. tfie Hong merchants, to communicate the orders of government to 
the foreigners of all nations, and to the native shopmen, that one and 
all of ’them may yield obedience to the same.] 

il Thus the affair cbmes before me, the Hoppo ; and I hereby issue, 
in the name of the governor and Hoppo, the following orders. [Here 
he repeats," .verbatim, the'preceding, and then adds] 

“ Let merchants, foreigners, linguists and shopmen, all be hereby 
fully informed, that hereafter they are required implicitly to obey the 
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preceding’regulations, to examine and conform their dealings to tbe 
list of exports and imports hereto annexed. Hong merchants alone 
are allowed to trade in the articles therein mentioned. Shopmen are 
not permitted to have any secret intercourse with foreigners. 

" Of the wrought silks, each shop is to be limited to' 8,000 catties, 
lue said shopmen are permitted to deal with foreigners only in mis¬ 
cellaneous articles not in the great articles of commerce, 

* } h*'; foreign merchant, in dealing with shopmen, has been required 
to give in a list, through the linguist, whose ears and eyes were, near 
ami can easily investigate. Hereafter, in reporting goods to be shipped 
off, be must distinguish clearly which belong to Hong merchants and 
which to shopmen, it is made the duty of the linguist to discriminate 
according to law, ere a permit be given. He is not allowed to confuse 
these things; i( he do, he will be severely punished, 

“ The linguists are besides ordered to make out a list of all the 
foreign goods shops, and whether the owners be substantial good people, 
and cause them forthwith to present to government associated names 
for security, to be preserved on record. 

As to any debts that may hereafter be contracted by the shopmen, 
the foreigners themselves must manage the affair. 

I t is incumbent on the Hong merchants and linguists to examine; 
and report on what is going on. If they presume to conceal what 
they know, and any clandestine proceeding be educed, they will be 
severely prosecuted. Positively the governor’s and Hoppo's words 
once gone forth, the law will follow. Positively no indulgence will be 
shown. Let every one implicitly obey. Oppose not this special 
duct, 

“List of the 24 Articles of Export (confined to the Hongs). 

"1. All sorts of teas, % Raw silk from Oakwong. 3. Silk pre- 
pared for weaving. 4. Canton raw silk, 5. All sorts of doth. 
i). Native cassia. 7- Cassia buds. S. Sugar-can dyy 9. Sugar. 

10. i u ten ague, 11. Alum, 12. Cloves. 13, Nutmeg (or mace). 

14, Quicksilver. 15. China camphor. 10. Rhubarb. 17. G-alangal. 
18. China root. 19. Vermilion. 20. Gamboge. 21. Damar. *22. 
•Star aniseed, 23. Pearl shells. 24. Cochineal, 
tt y “ List of the 53 Articles of Import. 

k L Worleys. 2. Dutch camlets. 3. Camlets. 4. Long-ells, 5. 
Broad-cloths. ^ 6. Cuttings of cloth. 7. Sorts of camlets/ 8. Flo- 
rentmes. lb Ginseng. 10. Sandal-wood. 11, Birds’-nests. 12. Cloves. 
13. Nutmegs. 14. Putchuck, 15. Olibanum. 10. Malay camphor, 
Elephant’s teeth, 18. Pepper, 19. Foreign tin. 20. Ditto lead, 
^1. Ditto copper. 22. Ditto steel. 23. Cotton. 24. Rattans. 25. 
Sftv , ut * Smalts. 27 . Prussian blue. 28. Bicho do Mar. 

* Isil maws. 30. Sharks’ fins. 31. Materials for glass. 32. Ebony. 
n! 1 hzpnwood. 34. Cochineal. 35. Gum kine. 36. Myrrh. 3/, 
Physic. 38. Assafoetida. 39. Physic oil. 40. Quicksilver. 41. Fo- 
reign aron. 42. Wax. 43, Cutch. 44. Pearl shells. 45. Sago. 
46. Undressed nests. 47. 48. Flints. 49. Borax. 50. 

Amber. 51. Gold and silver thread. 52. All sorts of skins. 53. 
Mace. 


1301. Does it appear by that proclamation through what 
authority the American petition was presented ?—It could only 
be presented through the medium, and in the words, of the 
Hong merchants. The question resolves itself into the re¬ 
spective privileges which Americans and English possess at 
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•fStofron; and in mete to show that the Company have not been 
hostile to the Americans, I may state that I myself interfered, 
with the sanction of our Committee, in favour of an American 
named Amniidon, in 1825, and availed myself of the knowledge 
I had of the Chinese language to write a petition for him to the 
authorities, complaining of the conduct of the Hong merchants. 
That petition was sent back unopened to the American, with a 
message to say, that no American could communicate directly 
in the native language with the government. The individual's 
grievance remains to this day unredressed. 

1302. Do not the Chines^ government in that 'proclamation 
state that circumstances are changed, and that it is necessary for 
them to make alteration in their commercial regulations as re¬ 
garded the outside merchants?—It says that the eight articles 
are insufficient, and that therefore it is necessary to enlarge it by 
the addition of the articles stated, principally of silk manufac¬ 
tures; 

1303. Is it stated there that the Horig merchants shall have 
the privilege of dealing only in a certain number of staple 
articles?—It does not prohibit them from dealing in other 
articles: it says, that they shall have the exclusive right of 
dealing in staple articles. 

1304. Are you aware that there is a list of a enumerated 
articles,” which none but British ships can import into England? 
—There is, I believe, a regulation of that kind. 

1305. With reference to the estimation iii whicli the English 
am held at Canton, have you ever seen or heard of placards in 
the Chinese language being posted up on the European facto¬ 
ries, accusing the English of being the means of interrupting 
trade between foreigners and the outside merchants ?—I believe 
there are placards put up by the Chinese occasionally against 
all foreigners, containing charges of a much more serious de¬ 
scription than that; but I have not heard of those particular 
placards to which the question refers. Lampooning is very 
common in that country. They even placard the officers of 
their own government. 

1306. Have you known of any placards complaining of the 
interference of .the East-India Company?—No; placards con¬ 
taining abuse of all foreigners I have heard of frequently, but 
nor of the particular placard alluded to. 

1307. Are you aware whether that proclamation has been 
acted upon in regard to permitting the outside merchants to 
deal with foreigners believe that the outside trade is now 
very much in the same state that if has always been at Can¬ 
ton. It was legalised, with regard to certain articles, before, 
and to that list some commodities nave been since added* 

1308. In your former evidence you stated that the Chinese 
are decidedly an anti-commercial people; will you state any 
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individual instance in which the Chinese have refused intercourse 
with foreigners ?«—f hey have excluded us from several ports to 
which we formerly had access. They have excluded the Rus¬ 
sians from Canton. 

1809. Do you recollect the date when we were excluded ?_ 
Wot exactly; but it was about the end of the seventeentli cen¬ 
tury, m consequence of the conquest of the Tartars. The 
tartars became masters of China, and were, I suppose, more 
jealous than the former government, and accordingly excluded 
us from Amoy. 

. '''*■ ^® ve y« u ever heard that the Europeans excluded 
themselves from those ports to avoid the exactions made by the 
Chinese authorities ? — No; I believe they were positively ex** 
eluded by an act of the government; T believe they would not 
<)o admitted there now, I have seen edicts from the government, 
saying that foreign trade must be confined to Canton. 

1311. Have you any idea of what the ex tent of the tea trade 
to England was at that time?—It was very inconsiderable, com¬ 
pared with our present trade. 

1312. Are the Committee then to understand that the tea 
trade to England, now so large, has grown up since Europeans 
were excluded from Amoy ?~-Certainly* 

1313. Is not that new trade beneficial to the people of China? 
—It would be more beneficial (because I conceive it would be 
larger) if it were nearer to the centre of the empire. That very 
gieat accession to the prices of tea, which arises from the 
Jong land-carriage, would be avoided, if the trade were nearer 
the tea provinces, 

13 .14. Must not so large a trade be beneficial to the country ? 
*—It cannot but be beneficial, as far as it goes. 

1315. If the trade is beneficial, on what grounds do you sup- 
p°se the government to be decidedly hostile to increase that 
trade .'--Because it is decidedly hostile to foreign intercourse. 

1 he institutions of the country are built on the maxims of their 
great philosopher, Confucius; and it was a leading precept of 
his to avoid intercourse with foreigners —“ to despise foreign 
commodities; those are his words. The sacred books of the 
Chinese are different from the sacred books of most other coun¬ 
tries ; they are not so much religious books, as treatises on 
ethics and on government; and as long as the Chinese venerate 
.hose books, so long will the institutions built upon those books 
remain more or less unchanged. 

1316. Does the veneration of the Chinese, whatever may he 
its appearance practically, prevent them from carrying on a 
foreign trade Principles of government that arc absolutely 
preposterous in themselves, and. contrary to the dispositions of 
human nature, must in fact render themselves futile to a certain 
extent ; and to that extent the foreign trade prevails in China. 
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Are you aware that the port charges on vessels going I Mar. isao 
to Amoy are much higher than those on vessels trading to 
Canton, even taking the Chinese junks ?—I should think there 
is no difference between native vessels; all the extortion and the 
tyranny k chiefly in regard to foreigners. 

1318. If it should be the fact that the port charges At Amoy 
for Chinese junks are higher than the port charges at Canton, 
might not tlmt in some measure account for the cessation of 
trade to that port ?—I really cannot speak to the difference of 
charges on native vessels. 

1319. Can you speak as to the difference of charge which may 
exist at .Amoy and at Canton with respect to foreign vessels? — 

I can only speak from the trade at Amoy having beep abandoned 
by foreign vessels in consequence of those charges; but they 
were not so much charges recognized by any law of the country, 
sis individual acts of extortion on the part of the Mandarins. 

1320. When you talk of the exorbitancy of the charges, do 
you mean any excess of charge at Amoy as compared with 
Canton ?—I should judge, from the result, that were higher at 
Amoy. 

1321. Were not the Spaniards the only nation that had the 
privilege of trading to Amoy?—All foreigners possessed that 
right formerly. 

1322. Did not the Spaniards continue to have that right later 
than any other nation ?—They had the nominal privilege; but 
that was rendered nugatory by the obstacles they experienced. 

1323. How lately have they abandoned it ?—Within the last 
twenty years one attempt was made, which proved unsuccessful. 

I should say, that all the ports of China are virtually as com¬ 
pletely shut to Europeans as the ports of Japan, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Dutch. 

1324. Do you conceive the port of Amoy to be shut to all 
British vessels ?—Certainly. 

• 1325. As the trading intercourse in China of European sub¬ 

jects has increased, does it not show that the aothcommercial 
spirit is somewhat diminished ?—I should say, that- it was the 
operation of the interests of individuals against & preposterous 
policy. 

1326. Does not that interest answer the same end ?—It must 
be checked, to a certain extent, by the spirit and conduct of 
of the government. The trade would be infinitely greater, if we 
had access to several ports of the empire. 

1327. You have stated that the Chinese government are 
aware of the advantage of the great trade with Canton ?~~I can¬ 
not say that they ever expressed themselves so, but very much' 
much the reverse: it may be inferred that they value it, to the 
extent of the revenue which they derive from it, and which is 
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very inconsiderable in proportion to the revenues of the empire. 
They would value it less* as they lost this revenue by the growth 

of smuggling. 

1328. What is the amount of revenue remitted annually by 
the Hong ?—-I have heard it stated at 2,000,000 of tales , r but 
that is a trifling sum, 

1329. Is not that about £650,000 a year ?—It is. 

1330. Does not that amount include the port charges of the 
port of Canton?- I should think it does; that, on whatever 
grounds it is calculated, it includes every source of profit to the 
government. 

1331. Are there any local charges upon the trade at Canton, 
independently of the government duties?—X should think that 
the heaviest charge on the foreign trade at Canton was in the 
shape of extortion ; much heavier than what finds its wav to the 
coffers of the Emperor. 

1332. Independently of extortion \ is there any portion of the 
charges upon the trade which is locally appropriated at Canton ? 
—There is a charge called the consoo charge, for the benefit of 
the corporation of Hong merchants. 

1333. Have you ever seen in the Canton Register, that the 
Hoppo, or treasurer of the place, is stated to have remitted an¬ 
nually to Pekin between 1,900,000 and 2,000,000 of tales?— 
I may have seen it, but I should not found an opinion on any 
thing that I saw in the Canton Register: it is not a work of 
sufficient authority. 

1334. Are you aware whether the revenue remitted is merely 
the revenue on imports, or does it comprise the transit duties 
also?—It must include the revenue of exports also; for the 
Chinese charge a tax of 3 d. a pound on the shipment of teas at 
Canton. 

1335. Are you aware whether the Chinese levy at Canton 
any duties in kind?—I am not aware of any such duties at pre¬ 
sent. Ihere are a few clocks and watches, and such things, 
which are annually sent up to the Emperor. 

1336. Are you not aware that the port charges go to the 
Hoppo, as liis private perquisite ?—No ; there is a proportion of 
about one-half which goes to the Hoppo: the other ought to 
find its way to the Emperor. 

1337. In your former evidence you stated that the govern¬ 
ment of China is as independent, of foreign trade as that of any 
country in the world: how do you reconcile thtit with the 
statement afterwards given, that in 1814, when the English 
supercargoes suspended the foreign trade for six months, the 
government were so much affected, that they yielded to the 
terms dictated by the East-India Company?—I do ftot think 
that goes to contradict my former assertion, “ that it is as in- 
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ndent as auy government in the world,” though it was 1 Mar. 1330, 
thought proper in that case, by the local authorities of Canton, 
to continue this trade with foreigners* The English were (at 
that moment of war) the only traders at Canton; and if they 
had been excluded all trade must have ceased. 

1338. Have you ever heard what proportion of the population 
are maintained in growing teas ?—I cannot speak to that. We 
do not know what their whole population is, nor, accordingly, 
any fractional part of it; our sources of information are so un¬ 
satisfactory. Even their own hooks seem most contradictory, 
and to be founded on no grounds that can be relied on. 

1339. Do you mean to say that the Chinese government, so 
Jong established, have no statistical tables or estimates, accessible 
to foreigners, of the population of different districts?-.-! have 
seen one of those accounts, in which the population is made to 
be about 250,000,000 ; but I do not attach a great deal of faith 
to the correctness of it. 

1340. Are you to be understood to state, that the provinces 
of Fokien and Kiangnan are principally employed in rearing 
tea?—Fokien, Kiangnan, Tchekiang, and Kiangsee. 

1341. From what you have seen of China, is not it very diffi¬ 
cult for the lower classes to live? Is not there a great com¬ 
petition for labour?—I do not think there is much more abject, 
miserable poverty there, than in many other countries of the 
world : I am sorry to say, than in our own : I mean in propor¬ 
tion to the population. 

1342. Are not wages low in China generally ?—Wages are 
low, but the wants of the people are rendered comparatively few 
by the superiority of their climate; they are more independent 
of clothing, and lodging, and fire, than the inhabitants of colder 
countries. 

1343. Has it not come to your knowledge, that there have 
been frequent rebellions and disturbances in different provinces 
in China?—From famines. 

1344. What would be the effect, in your opinion, on a dense 
population like that of China, if the foreign trade, admitted by 
the statements to be so large, was suspended. Would it not add 
very much to the distress existing there?—It might to the local 
distress of Canton, hut I do not think it would be felt out of the 
province of Canton ; except, perhaps, in the tea districts. 

1345. Are not those tea districts extensive, and their popu¬ 
lation numerous ?—They must be large, judging from the quan¬ 
tity of tea ,which we export, and which is known. 

1346. Do you not consider that very serious evils affecting the 
government would arise if their foreign trade was put an end 
to ?—I am not aware that any evils arose in those ports from 
which we have been already excluded. 

1347. ‘Do not you conceive that there was a proportionate 
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increase, of export from Canton, when the exclusion of foreign 
trade took place in pther ports ?—Yes ; but I spoke with refer¬ 
ence to the local evils: not the general effect upon the empire, 
but the local evil ,9 suffered at those points from which the foreign 
trade was abstracted. 

1348. If the produce of those ports found its way to Canton, 
would not the local inconvenience be limited to the inconvenience 
which might be sustained at the other ports ?—The local in¬ 
convenience would be local to those plitpes from which it was 
taken. * 

1349. Are you not aware that the tea province of Kiangnan 
is by far the largest and most populous province in China?—It 
was so long before the foreign trade ever reached China ; it is a 
matter of ancient history that it always has been so. 

1350. Has not the old tea trade, as an export, grown up. since 
the time when it was excluded from the other ports, and must 
not circumstances be very much changed since that time ?— 
That is a matter upon which l cannot speak from positive know¬ 
ledge. The export of tea has grown up since that time ; but 
in what proportion it has added to the population of those pro¬ 
vinces, I cannot state. 

1351. You are aware that the trade of 50,000,000 or 
60,000,000 of people in Bengal-is confined to the port of Cal¬ 
cutta. Would not the closing of the trade of Calcutta affect 
the general prosperity of the country?—I should think that, as 
we are masters of the country, our imports into India spread 
more uniformly over those dominions than they do in China, 
where they are restricted to Canton. It has been estimated that 
barely one-ninth of our imports is consumed in the north of 
China, on account of the distance. 

1352. The question refers to exports from China ?—I am per¬ 
suaded that the inconvenience would be chiefly local. The in¬ 
fluence of foreign trade does not extend very far inland from 
Canton. I have had reason to form that opinion from what we 
saw in the embassy. 

1353. What is the population of Canton by the nearest esti¬ 
mate you have heard ?—There are no sources from which I can 
give correct information. 

1354. Have you never heard that the population living 
actually in boats on the Canton river amount to nearly 1,000 000 
of people ?---l can only say 1 do not believe one word* of that 
assertion ; it is an outrageous estimate. Forming an opinion 
from 'what one sees, I should compare it with the river at 
London, and should say it was not any thing like so much. 

1355. What do you suppose the populotion to be-of the city 
of Cdnton and the' suburbs ?—1 should think- it cannot be a 
fourth or a fifth of that of London. 

1356. Do you mean that, according to the best estimate you 
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icon'form, the number of persons living by occupations on the 
river at Canton is not greater than it is upon the river Thames i 
—That it is not so great as the number upon the river Thames 
at London ; 1 mean the floating population in boats, and ships, 
and barges. 

1357. Do not the rivers and canals of China afford great 
facilities hi carrying on the trade to and from Canton; and are 
not the individuals so employed as industrious and enterprising 
as men can be ?—With all that lias been done, the facilities are 
in a very inferior state to what they might be. The river which 
brings the teas to Canton from the frontier of the province, 
where it has to cross a high mountain, is a mere trout-stream 
for a great proportion of the way; and foreigners of all descrip¬ 
tions have been obliged to wait at Canton for months on account 
of there not being enough water in that river to float the vessels 
that bring the teas. 

1858. Would you consider those individuals who carry on 
that communication more commercial than the population oi 

Bengal?_The Chinese, if left by their rulers to themselves, 

would perhaps be the most industrious and commercial people 
in the world* 

1359. Are they not, so far as you know, the most commer¬ 
cial people in the whole of the East?—Except the Arabs, per¬ 
haps ; they do not navigate so far as the Arabs do. 

1360. Will you have the goodness to explain how you recon¬ 
cile what you have just stated with the answer you gave in your 
first examination, that the character of the Chinese was that of 
a decidedly anti-commercial people ?—I am speaking now with 
reference to their internal commerce, the very circumstance 
which makes them so independent of external or foreign com¬ 
merce. In my former answer, I was speaking of foreign commerce. 

1361. Can you form any estimate of the quantity of tea re¬ 
tained for home consumption in China, as compared with the 
quantity exported?—No ; it must bear a certain proportion to 
the population ; but the quantity of tea consumed by the Chinese 
generally is very small. They economize the use of it wonder¬ 
fully. An ordinary Chinese puts his tea leaves into the tea-pot 
in the morning, and they last him through the day. The drink 
is kept warm by a contrivance which forms a stratum of non¬ 
conducting air between the two vessels that contain it. 
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1362. Is there no means of forming an idea of what is the 
proportion which is exported as compared with that which is re¬ 
tained ?—The proportion could only be ascertained by positive 
information as to the whole quantity produced; but that infor¬ 
mation has never been obtained. 


1363. Have you no information, hotvever general or however 
rough?—None whatever, as to the quantity that is produced; 
assertion is very easy, but proof is not equally so. 
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1364. Are you aware that tlie English and Americans have 
exported exceeding 40,000,000 of pounds of tea?—The Com¬ 
pany have exported about 30,0(40,000, and the Americans about 
8,000,000 by the last account. 

1365. Taking the rest of Europe, is it not altogether within 
40,000,000?—The consumption of Russia is stated at about 
5,000,000, the consumption of the continent of Europe is not 
quite 5,000,000, and the consumption of the whole civilized 
world, besides England, is about £2,000,000, while the con¬ 
sumption of England is about 30,000,000. 

1366. Have you ever heard any estimate of what quantity is 
used for internal consumption in China ?—I have never beard 
any information on the subject that I can rely upon. 

1367. Is the tea exported to Russia raised in the southern 
provinces from which we obtain our tea?—It is, .1 believe, raised 
in the northern part of the empire, 

1368. Do you know where?- I am not very certain as to the 
locality. It is a different species of tea from what we use, and 
that is the best proof of the difference of the locality. 

i860. Is there any quantity grown in the western provinces ?_ 

Not in the western. It is grown on the line of sea-coast on the 
eastern side. 

1370. Are you aware that when tea has been exported and 

turns out bad, if the chest is returned two are given for one?_ 

That may have happened in individual cases, and in the instance 
of the merchant Howqua, who is known for his liberality and his 
wealth; but I doubt it altogether us a general fact. 

13 71. Is it not a general thing on the part of the Company ? 
——It is a different operation in the case of the Company; the 
Company debit the merchants in their books. As an insulated 
act of voluntary and spontaneous generosity, it may be intelli¬ 
gible on the part of a rich Hong merchant like Howqua; but 
the Company could hardly venture to do such a thing on their 
own part as to exact double the amount of all losses. 

1372. Have you heavtl of the Hong merchants doing that to 
the Americans and private traders?—I have heard of cases in 
which Hong merchants have refused to make any remuneration ; 
it has always been an act of spontaneous good feeling on the 
part of the Hong merchant that did it. 

13 73, Are you not aware of instances where that has been 
done ?—I am aware of a great number of instances where it 
lias been declined . 

137 k Can you state any instance ?—1 know an instance in 
which a Hong merchant made it part of his stipulation that he 
should not be obliged to make good the loss of the tea that was 
returned. 

1375. From such stipulation would you not infer that the 
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'contrary practice had been the general rule?- All my informa¬ 
tion goes to prove, that it has not been the general rule; that 
most of the individuals that have been applied to have refused, 
and that the generality of the rule has been in the other direc¬ 
tion. 

1376. On what ground, then, do you suppose that previous 
stipulation could have been made?—it was a mode which that 
individual adopted to save himself from unpleasant applications, 
which lie was determined to refuse. 

1377. You have stated you consider the heavy duties on 
foreign manufacture as a proof that the people are anti-commer¬ 
cial, and wish to check the trade with foreigners ?--It is partly 
a proof of that, and partly a proof of the greediness of the 
Chinese government. 

1378. Can you state the highest rate of duty laid on any 
manufacture ?—I cannot call the highest rate to mind at this 
moment. 

1379. That is one of the reasons why you consider the 
Chinese government averse to foreign trade?—It is one of the 
reasons. 

1380. If you were shown that England lays twice as much 
duty on foreign manufactures, would you conclude that England 
is an anti-commercial country ?-—The fact would go generally, 
and in the abstract, to sanction the inference. 

1381. You have stated that the Company derive great advan¬ 
tage fjrom their superior class of shipping; are you aware of the 
disadvantage the Company have in regard to the rate of freight ? 
—That is the price which they pay for the advantages. 

1382. Are you aware that the Company are paying from £26 
to £27 pei* ton, whilst tea can be imported for x9 or £10 per 
ton in other ships ?—1 believe that the average payment for 
tonnage, on the pavt of the Company, is not so high as that 
stated in the question. 

1383. Are you aware what the average freight at present is 
in the Company’s regular ships?—I know it has fallen 50 per 
cent, since the war; but I cannot speak to the present amount. 

1384. Are you aware what the difference of freight to die 



answer that exactly, 
act of the Legislature might oblige the Company to go into the 
market for their tonnage like other merchants. 

1385. You have stated as another advantage of the Com¬ 
pany’s large ships,, that they are better adapted for the stowage of 
teas; can you state, of your own knowledge, whether a 500 ton 
ship,’ carrying tea to Canada, or bringing tea to England, has 
brought the tea in a worse condition than that which is brought 
in the larger"ships?—The standard of teas that we send to the 
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‘North American colonies is inferior to the standard imported 
into Great Britain, i can speak to the fact of one ship, the 
Barkworth, having delivered h£r cargo in a most deplorable 
condition, and entailing most serious loss. 

1386. Can you state the circumstances of that case ? It 
arose from her general condition as a ship. I believe that in 
most cases the cargoes are turned out in a worse condition from 
ships of that description than from the Company’s regular 
ships. 

1387. You know that a small ship does not carry so much in 
proportion as a large ship?—I am aware of that from personal 
knowledge. 

1388. Since you have been at Canton, have not the country 
traders bad some very large ships, of 1000 or 1200 tons ?— Not 
of that last capacity. I have heard of their having a few large 
ships lately : but the American ton is less than ours. 

1389. Are you aware that practically, as their old ships wear 
out in India, they are gradually"introducing a smaller class of 
ships, more approaching the American ships, for the whole 
of the country trade?-I am not aware of that. 

1390. Are you aware that the ships that now visit China from 
India are smaller than they used to be?—I am not aware of 
that. 

1391. Besides the tea which comes from the two provinces 
which chiefly supply Canton, is there not also tea grown in 
many other parts of the empire ?—I believe it is a product which 
is dependent very much on soil and climate, and that for that 
reason it is principally confined to the provinces which have 
been mentioned. 

1392., When you tasted the tea at Pekin, did that appear to 
you to be of the same kind as the tea brought to Canton?—It 
was generally rather different. 

1393. Do you apprehend that it came from the same pro¬ 
vinces ? -1 have understood that tea is'grown in one of the 
north-western provinces, towards the great wall. 

1391, But in no r other part of the empire to any great extent ? 
—Not. to any great extent. 

1395. Not even for home-consumption ?—To a certain ex¬ 
tent ; there is a coarse tea grown for the use of the population 
throughout the empire. 

1396. Have you ever had specimens of those teas brought 
down to Canton?-—A'es ; T have seen specimens, which I ’.va$ 
informed were of that coarse description, and which were of a 
very inferior character. 

1397. You stated that you thought that the tea you tasted 
at Pekin was, different*' from what you got at Canton ; did it 
appear to yOu to be of a higher and finer flavour, or otherwise ? 

did not suit bur taste : we thought it generally inferior. 


MIN ISTfty 



COMMITTEE of thk HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Did you understand what district that came from?— 
It is thirteen years ago ; and if I inquired I have forgotten it. 

1399. What do you apprehend to be about the annual con¬ 
sumption of a Chinese family of six persons in tea?—It is an 
extremely small quantity, on account of the economizing way 
in which they use it; not nearly so much as is consumed by a 
middling family in England, because we use it in a more pro¬ 
digal manner. 

1400. Do you apprehend that the population of every part of 
the empire use tea?—I believe almost universally. 

1401. Do you apprehend that the produce of the two pro¬ 
vinces which you have mentioned is circulated to every part of 
the empire?—I should think not, on account of the high duties 
on transit. 

1402. Then a very large part of the population are supplied 
through the growth of their own neighbourhood ?—Of the lower 
population, of those who cannot aftord to pay such a price a* 
arises from distant carriage. 

1403. Are the finer teas circulated from the provinces where 
they are grown to the distant parts of the empire?—I have no 
doubt that any portion of the population that can afford to pay 
for the best tea, mil pay for the best, wherever it comes from. 

1404 Could you learn whether there was any considerable 
internal trade in tea carried on ? — The mere trade in the trans¬ 
portation of tea, that we give rise to, is very considerable; but I 
cannot speak very certainly with regard to internal matters con¬ 
nected with China. 

1405. You state that you think the tea consumed by the 
Chinese is proportionably small, from their using the leaves 
over and over again ; do they not use it at all times of the day ? 
—They use it very generally as a drink ; they never drink plain 
water, 1 believe, if they can help it. 

1406,. Is it not their habit to be continually drinking it?— 
They drink a good deal of wine at their convivial meetings, and 
the tea is only introduced as it is among us, at the end. 

1407. Is it not the habit of those who have leisure to be 
sipping tea at almost all hours of the day? —It is the general 
beverage of the country; in fact, water slightly tinged with tea, 
I should call it. I speak of the common people. It is used 
at all hours of the day: there is a vessel which stands in the 
principal apartment of the house, and which is available to all 
the inmates. 

1408. Do you not apprehend from that, that the consumption 
of a family must be very considerable, however weak it is, if it 
is carried on at all times of the day by all the members of it? 
—I know that the quantity they use is extremely small. Their 
figurative expression for { poverty ’ is ‘ weak tea and insipid 
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rice, 1 which means, that they have nothing to add to their rice, 
and that they can not,afford to drink their tea strong. 

14.09, Do you know what the succor of the tea-plant of the 
Brazils has been*?—An utter failure, I have understood. 

1410. In the passage of the embassy from Pekin to Canton, 
do you consider that it passed through all the principal tea 
countries?—We did not pass through Fokien or Tchekiang. 

1411. In those provinces was the culture of tea very uni¬ 
versal —It was extremely partial where we passed; so much 
so, that it was rather an event in the embassy to come across a 
tea plantation. The provinces through which we passed are 
less devoted to the growth of tea than those provinces, Fokien 
and Tchekiang,‘through which we did not pass 

1412. Could any trader in the country, in your opinion, 
obtain tea^ upon better terms than the Company ?—Certainly 
not; it arises from the pre-election or first choice which the 
large capital and regular trade of the Company has always 
hitherto secured them. 

1413. You have spoken of the anti-commercial spirit which 
exists in China; is that the spirit of the government, or of the 
people ?-—It is the spirit of the government, founded upon those 
books which are the basis of their political institutions. 

1414. It lias been stated to the Committee, that the losses 
sustained by fire by. American merchants at Canton have been 
made up to the persons suffering; do you know in what manner 
they were made good, or out of what fund?—If they were 
irmde good at all, it was. in a very few partial and individual 
instances, oi which I never heard, and at the expense of the 
Cousoo. 1 believe that the whole benevolence of the Chinese 
government on the occasion evaporated in a few pompous sen¬ 
tences ; and I know of many persons who sustained severe loss 
without any relief. 

1415. Could any European nation, in your opinion, export 
tea from Canton to Europe at a lower rate of freight than is 
paid by the East-India Company, or on lower terms generally? 
•—•I believe the evidence has gone to show that, t am not aware 
of the freight paid by the Dutch; but I believe the superior 
class of shipping * employed by the Company entails on them a 
higher rate of freight. 

1416. Are you of opinion that the East-Imlia Company could 
obtain teas at a cheaper rate, if they paid for them in dollars 
instead of woollens and other British manufacture; ^and be 
thereby enabled to afford a supply of teas in Engthnd at a 
cheaper rate Certainly ; the Chinese would sell tea cheaper 
for dollars to us, for the same* reason that they do to Americans. 

HI7, Have the East-India Company imported any'furs into 
China ?—Yes, they have. . ' * 
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To what extent ?—To a considerable extent, in some 

seasons. 

1419. Have the Americans imported furs ?—They have also 
imported furs. 

1420. To a large extent ? —To a considerable extent, which 
will appear in the Report on the table of the Committee. 

1421. Is it generally supposed at Canton that tea deteriorates 
very much in keeping?—I have heard some Chinese say that it 
is better for keeping, if properly stopped up. 

1422. Is there any difference in price between fresh and old 
teas ?~ The Company pay less for the old teas’ that they pur¬ 
chase than for the new*. I cannot speak so certainly as to 
Americans. The Company pay less, for this reason, that they 
are the teas which were rejected as not of contract quality, and 
therefore, being taken as inferior teas, of course a less price is 
paid for them. 

1423. Is there any considerable quantity of ginseng imported 
by the Company to Canton ?—It is exclusively the produce of 
some districts in North America, and introduced by the Ame¬ 
ricans, but held by the Chinese at a very low estimation, com¬ 
pared with what they themselves procure in Tartary, and which 
is a monopoly of the Emperor. 

1424. Is there any ginseng grown in any of the territories 
belonging to the Company ?—I am not aware of it; it is a wild 
plant. 

1425. You stated it as an advantage belonging to the large 
ships employed by the Company, that none of them have been 
lost; and you stated that the risk of insurance was as nothing 
to 400; are you aware whether any of the large ships have been 
lost by shipwreck and fire during the last ten years ?- I confine 
my assertion to homeward-bound ships. 

1426. Do you know any instance where an American ship 

homeward-bound was lost during that time ?—-Not to mv know¬ 
ledge. J 

1427. You have stated that the Company’s ships are indepen¬ 

dent almost of convoy in time of war ; did you ever know a 
fleet leave Canton without a convoy in time of war ?—My asser¬ 
tion was given comparatively; that if they had been a different 
class of shipping class of shipping, they would have required a 
larger convoy* . 

1428. Are you aware whether it was known at the time Com¬ 
modore Dance left Canton that war had been declared, or not ? 
—I huve ! *^rd there was a small frigate with them; but it 
occurred before I entered the service. 


1429. Are you aware that there was an officer of the navy on 
board Commodore Dance’s ship at the time that action took 
place, and that he was supposed to have contributed so much 
to the defence that the India Company made him a present of 
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£500 and a sword ?—*He could not have contributed to it by 
supplying the guns and the men with which the ships were pro¬ 
vided ; he might have contributed merely by his advice, in 
directing tl tose capabilities which the ships already possessed; 
but I am not aware as to the fact referred to, 

1430. Are you aware what number of hands navigate a Com¬ 
pany’s ship for every 100 tons, and wliafc number navigate, in 

ordinary circumstances, a ship of 400 or500 tons?_I believe 

it is in some general proportion of ten men to every 100tons; 
and I have heard that assumed generally as the proportion in all 
shipping. 

1431. Are you aware that four men to 100 tons is the average 
complement for the American ships and the ships in the private 
trade ?-—I am not aware of that. 

1432. You stated in your former evidence, that the tea-plant 
took two or three years to produce, and that in the mean time 
tea would be very scarce ?— I stated that the circumstance of 
the tea plant requiring a certain time to come to maturity, was 
a circumstance which made it highly desirable that the annual 
demand for leas should be generally pretty uniform . 

1433. Can you inform the Committee whether the practice of 
taking off buds and leaves from the plants brings on a premature 
destruction of the plant.?- I am not aware of that. It is done 
probably at times and seasons which are calculated to obviate 
such an effect, 

1434. You were understood to state* that in consequence of 
the tea-plant taking a certain number of years to produce, it 
required a peculiar sort of demand, and that the supply would 
not be produced unless the regular demand were continued ?— 

I meant to state to this effect, that tea is a product which could 
not be grown in exact accordance to a fluctuating annual 
demand, because it camnot be produced like a crop of wheat, 
for instance; and that, therefore, in order to keep up the average 
quality of the produce, it was desirable that the demand should 
be as little fluctuating from year to year as possible. 

1435. Are you aware that coffee arid pepper, which take three 
or four years to produce, have come down in price under the 
varying demand which lias taken place ?—I know nothing about 
the produce of these articles. 

1436. You have stated that the last consignment of woollens is 
expected to yield a profit ; is that the consignment of the year 
18#7-8, or 1828-9? —It is the consignment of the year 1828-9. 

1437. To what circumstance do«y'au consider it owing that 
this consignment vwill yield a profit, whereas for the last few 
years you have .represented the woollen trade as a losing con¬ 
cern ?-It will arise from the^very great fall in the invoice cost. 

1138. Has there been any rise of price or any increased tie- 
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mm^in China for woollens ?—None to my knowledge; rather 
he reverse. 

1-139, At what period do you consider that the woollen trade 
began to be a losing concern to the Company ?-,—It was in some 
measure since the American competition. 

1440. It appears by the papers laid before the House, that in 
1809, and tip to 1813 and 1814, the export of woollens amounted 
to 260,000 pieces; that in the year 1815 they had fallen to 
161,000 pieces; and that in 1827 they amounted only to 
123,000 pieces; will you explain what you consider to have 
been the cause of that decline?—The Company before endured 
a greater loss, and a loss which they did not feel justified iu 
continuing to endure. 

1441. Do you imagine that when the Americans entered into 
the woollen trade, and, as you say, drove the Company from the 
trade by their competition, that they sustained a loss ?—I un¬ 
derstand that they made use of the woollens merely as a remit¬ 
tance from Liverpool; that direct from America they preferred 
taking dollars . I have understood, that from the circumstance 
of the American ports being to the leeward of the trade wind, a 
ship is as long going direct from America, as by touching first 
at Liverpool; and accordingly they found it convenient, being 
at Liverpool, to take woollens (though they might lose by them 
to a certain extent) as a remittance. 

1442. Do you conceive that the Americans did lose by the 
export of woollens to China?—! have heard that they have lost 
on particular articles of woollens. I believe the American im¬ 
portation of woollens into Canton has never reached onc : fourtk 
of the Company’s importation. I was asked in my last evidence 
whether, if it could be proved that the Americans made twenty 
or thirty per cent, on some articles of importation on which the 
Company lost, it did not go to shew that they had some superior 
mode of introducing the goods : now, I believe* that they have 
not generally made any such profits; and I should say, that it 
is contradicted by the fact of their not having increased their 
importations. If they had made twenty or thirty per cent., 
they would have increased their importations: and I infer, from 
their not having increased them, that those large profits were 
made only in a very few individual instances, and that where 
they were made, it was by evading the port charges. 

1443. Did you never hear that-the'losses on the American 
trade were confined almost entirely to the return voyages to 
America?—Yes; because the proportion of specie which the 
Americans have introduced at Canton has ^been overwhelming 
when compared with the amount of their woollen importations; 
in the proportion* of five or six to one, 

1444. The question refers to the trade carried on by Ameri¬ 
cans from Liverpool to Canton, and hack to America; did you 
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never hear that the fosses Incurred upon those voyages fellah 
most entirely upon the return cargo ?*—I cannot speak to that. 

1445. Can you state the amount of the Company's invest¬ 
ment in woollens, which you say is now profitable ?—The re¬ 
turns shew it to be about £800,000. 

1446. Do you consider that, at the present prices of woollens 
in England, the importation of woollens into China is likely to 
be profitable ?—1 understand that the last importation of the 
Company will yield a profit upon the 'whole, in consequence of 
the invoice price being lower in England. 

1447. Are you aware whether there has been, recently, any 
Increased demand in China for cotton-yarns?—I am not aware 
of it. My experience goes to prove the importation of cotton- 
yagri to have been unsuccessful ; but I have not been in China 
since the latter end of 1828. 

1448. Have you seen an article in the Canton Register of 
the 3d December 1828, stating that there has been a great rise 
in the demand for cotton-yarns, and particularly" from a new 
quarter, from the northern provinces of China ?—I do not re¬ 
member having seen that. 

1449. Shoidd you consider that the Canton Register is autho¬ 
rity upon these commercial subjects?—-To a certain extent it is* 

1459. Is it as good an authority as price-currents generally 
are ?—Possibly it may be. 

1451. You stated that one of the great objections to the con¬ 
sumption of woollen goods in China was, the distance and the 
expense of transit?—Their being suited to the consumption of 
the northern provinces, to which we have no access. 

1452. Can you state the mode in which the woollens of 
Saxony are introduced into China? — ! have heard of some 
small quantity of British woollens being imported through 
Russia, but I am not sure of it. 

1453. Have you heard that a large quantity of Saxony wool¬ 
lens are imported through Russia ?—-No, I am not aware of that. 

1454. If that should prove to be the fact, is not the transit 
by that mode infinitely more expensive, and longer in point of 
duration, than any internal transporting which can interfere, on 
the ground of expense, with the consumption of British wool¬ 
lens imported into Canton?—The demand must be greater in 
the cold provinces for such commodities. 

1455. Taking the place of consumption to be the northern 
and the colder provinces of the empire, is not the transport 
from Russia over-land infinitely more expensive and more dis¬ 
tant than the mode of communication which we have by 
Canton?—No; I am not aware of there being those heavy 
transit duties levied in that direction that are levied through 
the provinces of China. 
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Do you conceive that the transit duty from Canton to 
the northern provinces would be sufficient to counterbalance 
the whole waste of time, and the expense of land-carriage across 
the continent of Asia?—I think it possible; but the whole 
question is speculative** and cannot easily be brought to a cal¬ 
culation, 

3457, There is a letter of the supercargoes, referred to in 
the report of the Committee in 1821* in which they state that 
the American trade in woollens was interfering very much with 
the Company’s trade 2 has it of late years interfered much. ?—-1 
believe that they have interfered more or less; but the Ameri¬ 
can trade in woollens has not increased lately. 

- 1458. Do you believe it has made the trade of the Company 
more losing? -.It entailed a fall in the price of our woollens, and 
its depressing effect must have continued. 

.i4S9. You state that the quantity of woollens imported by 
Americans has not increased; have you any knowledge on that 
subject?— My knowledge is partly derived from the printed 
report, and from the latest return of the trade at Canton, which 
makes the whole exports and the whole imports, each of them, 
only about 6,500,000 dollars 

1400, You took your information, then, from the papers 
which have been laid before Parliament ?—And from papers 
which I obtained from the India-House—the latest return f rom 
Canton. 

1461., Do you know the quantity of hardware imported 
into Canton by the Company ?— They made an attempt, some 
years ago, to introduce cutlery and hardware; but the articles 
Were unsuited to Chinese use ; they did not know what to do 
with them. 

1462. With respect to iron, cast and wrought, is there much 
importation of that into China?-—We send about 1,800 tons of 
iron per annum. 

1468. Is that a profitable investment ?—~ Yes ; it generally 
yields a small profit: there is a duty charged by the Chinese of 
about 5s. 10 d. a cwt. on iron. 

1464. Is there any demand for quicksilver?—A very limited 
demand. I believe It is partly introduced by the officers of the 
Company's ships. 

1465. Did not the Austrians endeavour to establish a trade 
with China ?—I have not seen an Austrian ship there, I believe, 
since my residence in the country. 

1466. " In your former examination you stated that the country 
trade had derived very important advantage and assistance from 
the Company's Factory, inasmuch as when there was an attack 
made by the Chinese upon the privileges and trade of foreigners 
generally, in the year 1814, the Company then made a stand, 
by which they gained advantages which necessarily extended 
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to the country trade $ are not you aware that tjie mereh; 
of India, on that occasion, remonstrated with the East-India 
Company, and claimed indemnity for the heavy losses which 
they had sustained by the interference of the Select Com¬ 
mittee with their trade upon that occasion ?—The Company 
lost too; but they considered that the objects which they were 
contending for were more than a counterbalance for the tem¬ 
porary inconvenience. 1 am aware that the country ships 
suffered by the detention ; and I am aware, also, that the Bom ¬ 
bay merchants applied to the Government in England for redress, 
and that their application was rejected. 

1467. Do the Americans who trade to Canton carry on ft 
large share of their business with the outside merchants ?—They 
do, a considerable portion. 

1468. Do they do more than the private merchants trading 
from the continent of India?—I believe they do; for this reason, 
that their trade is directed to articles of commerce which are 
better suited to the outside dealers, such as silk piece-goods, 
which are very much a trade of detail, as to patterns, &c. 

1469. Are there among the oufside dealers men of capital, 
character, and credit?—They are so little to be trusted, that I 
know numbers of individuals who have suffered most severely by 
their transactions with them. 

1470. Supposing an outside merchant is indebted either to 
an American or an English merchant, could he get redress by 
any judicial proceeding against any outside merchant who has 
thus become his debtor?—The Chinese government warn all 
foreigners to beware of dealing with those men, because it will 
not guarantee their losses. This appears from the proclamation 
already read. 

1471. Would they acknowledge a suit or an application made 
to the Chinese government to enforce payment against an out¬ 
side merchant?—They would expressly disavow it, and deny 
all remedy, stating, at the same time, that the foreigner must 
bear the consequences of his own dealings. 

1472. Would not the Chinese government consider the Hong 
merchants who secured the ship as responsible for the loss ?— 
X do )mt know what they might do at present; but during the 
whole of my residence in the country it has been very much 
the other way. The government certainly would not give 
security to any transactions with the outside people. The Hong 
merchants are security for the duties , but not for the debts of 
the outside dealers. 

WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, Esq. called in, and examined. 

1473. Have you resided at Buenos Ayres as a merchant?— 
I have, for nearly eleven years, 

1474. Are you acquainted generally with the trade of the 
southern states of America ?—1 am. 
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Is there any trade carried on from those states direct 1 Mar. 18»6. 
itiO China ? — YeS. ^ . W* Cartwright , 

1476. In what does the trade consist ?—It consists in taking }&$. 
out specie from those states, and bringing back the produce of 
(JJjttna, consisting of a yariety ot articles, tea, nankeens, silk, 

satins, furniture^ of various sorts, fans, and a variety of fancy 
articles. 

1477. In what bottoms is this trade carried on ?—Almost uni¬ 
versally in American bottoms. 

1478. Has it been a profitable trade ?—I have understood so. 

1479. When did the trade commence?—It has only been 
carried on occasionally as opportunities have offered: perhaps 
not during the whole of the time that I resided there.; but I. 
know it was carried on from Buenos Ayres in the years 1822, 

1823, and I believe 1824. 

1480. 3$ it generally a circuitous trade; that is, a trade 
beginning in the United Slates with a cargo to some of the 
ports in South America, and from those ports to China ?—No ; 
the trade has usually commenced at Buenos Ayres by Ameri¬ 
can vessels being chartered in Buenos Ayres, from thence they 
proceeded to the west coast (generally Valparaiso and Lima), 
where they lutd to take in dollars (dollars being there more 
abundant than they are in Buenos Ayres), and from thence 
across the Pacific to Canton, and returning by the Cape of 
Good Hope to Buenos Ayres. There is likewise, I beheve, a 
trade between the west coast direct to Canton carried on under 
the American flag. 

1481. Is there any trade carried on from the north-west 
coast under the American flag ?—I have understood there was, 
in skins and furs. 

1482. Is there any considerable consumption of tea in those 
new states?—The consumption of tea has materially increased 
of late years in those countries, in consequence of the tea 
w hich has been usually consumed there by the natives of those 
countries being from Paraguay, and their not being able, to 
procure it now in sufficient quantity. Some political disputes 
having arisen between the government of Paraguay and the 
other states of South America, they have not been able to 
receive their usual supply of that article, in consequence of 
which the consumption of China tea there has increased, and 
is likely to increase still further, in my opinion. 

1483. Is the Committee to understand that the supply of tea 
for the consumption of those states was derived from the pro¬ 
vince of Paraguay before the interruption of the intercourse?— 

Yes; the natives of those countries have usually consumed the 
tea of Paraguay. 

1484. Is that the same plant as the tea of China ?—No, 


quite a different plant. 
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1485. Is tiie tea of China preferred to the tea of Paraguay* or 
is it of necessity that they have recourse to this substitute ?—1 
should think more from necessity than choice; but having 
acquired of late years a habit of drinking the China tea, I think 
the people have become latterly more fond of it than they were 
before ; and from that circumstance I infer, that even if the 
prohibition were taken off the Paraguay tea, there would still 
be a considerable consumption of China tea, from their having 
acquired a habit of drinking it now for some years, 

1486. Is the consumption of silk goods from China considera¬ 
ble?—It is, 

1487. Is the Paraguay tea known in Chili and Peru as well 
as in Buenos Ayres ? — It is. 

1488. Is the tea of China now equally substituted there ? - 
I imagine it is ; I have not been in those countries, but we have 
had commercial establishments there, and I have understood 
that the consumption of China tea throughout all those coun¬ 
tries is increasing. 

1489. From your commercial e^erience and knowledge, do 
you think that, as those states become settled and prosperous, 
there will he a considerable trade between them and China?— 
I think there will, 

1490. What is the voyage from Valparaiso to Canton ?_I 
should suppose the voyage may be considered from two to three 
months across the Pacific: two months perhaps. I know that 
vessels have gone that voyage from Buenos Ayres round to 
Chili and Lima, and to Cfnton, and returned to iBuenos Ayres 
within the twelve months, making the voyage round * the 
world, 

1491. Then the trade, in your opinion, to whatever extept 
it may be carried on, will be principally an export trade from 
China, and in all the articles that those countries may want in 
that part of the world ?—-Yes. I should wish to observe, that 
at the present time the great consumption of goods from China 
does not consist in tea, but in silks, satins, and a variety of 
articles manufactured in that country ; but that tea is an article 
of* consumption that is likefy to increase* 

H92. Were you interested in any of the adventures to which 
you have referred ?—I was, in one instance. 

1493. Were these adventures profitable ?—l have understood 

they were, and that they would have been more so, but very 
high freights were paid. * J 

1494. In what years were the freights so high ?—The year 
that I allude to was that of 1822. 

1495. What circumstances occasioned the freight being so 
high ?—.A very few of the American vessels that come out to 
that country have instructions from their owners to take char- 
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Jw China, and of course the number of vessels that offer 11 __ 


for that trade is very few 



Wi Cartwright t 


1496.. Do yon recollect what the rate of freight was ? ~It - Stq> 
was as Jjigli, I believe, as from £20 to £22 a ton register for 
the voyage out and home, going round by Valparaiso and 

'Lima, ’ t 

14,97« h copper an article of export from the southern states 
of America to China?—It is exported from Chili; and I believe 
it finds its way to China. 

1498. Cannot those states be supplied with all articles that 
they may require of China produce or manufacture cheaper 
from China than from any other part of the world, on account of 
their local situation ?—I think they may ; those articles costing 
less in China than they do in other parts of the world. 

1449. Would they not come cheaper in a direct voyage from 
China to those states than by any other course ?—Decidedly. 

1500. Do you suppose. that British ships would have been 
employed in this trade if it had been lawful for them to engage 
in it?—I have no doubt of it; inasmuch as the trade has been 
chiefly carried on on British account and with British capital. 

1501. Do you apprehend there is a risk of this trade getting 
into American channels, so far as the shipping is concerned, in 
consequence of the impossibility of British bottoms being em¬ 
ployed in it ?—Certainly; that has hitherto been, and I have 
no doubt will continue so, as long as British ships are prohibited. 

Those persons who cany on the trade will, in such case, have 
recourse to American or foreign vessels. 

1502. Have you ever known, any furs collected on the south¬ 
west of America by British merchants, which have been brought 
to this country, to be sent from this country to China ?—No 
such trade has ever come under my experience, though I think 
it a very likely one to have been carried on. 

1503. Is there any tea brought from Paraguay to the states 
you have mentioned ?—It is not altogether interrupted ; occa¬ 
sionally licenses are obtained from the director of that country. 

They bring this article down the river to Buenos Ayres; but it 
happens rarely, and the price is very higlr. 

1504. Do you consider that the increase, which has taken 
place iri the consumption of tea is entirely in the China tea? — 

At present it is. * ' 

1505. How many adventures had you to China?— .1 had 
only one. 

1506. In what year ?—In the year 1822, to the best of my 
recollection, 

1507. Then you did not think it desirable to embark in any 
other adventure of that kind ?—I left the country a few years 
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afterwards, and no other eligible opportunity bad occurred to 
embark in a similar adventure, or in all probability I should. 


&'«</. 1506. But you have been eleven years there and that was the 
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only adventure you did embark in ?~The only one. 

1509. Was it profitable?—It was not a very profitable one, 
jn consequence of the very high freight that was paid ; still it 
left a very fair profit. 

1510. What do you call a fair profit ?—I think, if I recollect 
right, the profit was from 10 to 15 per cent, upon the capital 
invested. 

151L, What was the extent of the adventure ?<—It was a 
joint adventure amongst a great number of British merchants 
there; and I think the amount invested was from 100,000 to 
150,000 dollars. 

1512. You have stated that there was very little tea in the 
return cargo?—Yes. 

1518. Were the other articles chiefly furniture and satin ?— 
If necessary I can state the exact amount, or nearly so, of tbc 
different articles that came back in the vessel that I allude to. 

1514. When did you leave Buenos Ayres?—In the year 
1846. 

1515. Then you did not embark in any adventure after that ? 
—I did not. 

1516. Nor before ?—Nor before. 

1517. Did you know of any other adventure to China?_ 

Yes, there were three or four in that very year and the subse¬ 
quent one, 

I5B8. Have there been any since that time at all?—I think 
there have been others, but I am not certain. 

1519. Can you state any?—No; I know that several vessels 
sailed after the one in which I was concerned in 1822, 

1520. Can you tell how lately any vessels sailed ?—I cannot. 

1521. Have there been any for these last four years ?—I can¬ 
not tell, indeed; but I can say, that subsequently to the time at 
which I was engaged in it, other vessels were sent on the same 
voyage, but which 1 did not embark in. 

1522. In 1826 you left Buenos Ayres, and you know nothing 
ot the trade since that time?—Except from constant inter¬ 
course, having a commercial bouse there still. 

1523. Can you inform the Committee bow many ships sailed 
from Buenos Ayres to China during the eleven years you were 
resident there ?—I cannot. In the year 1822, and I believe the 
the subsequent year, I know of four vessels having gone. 

Did you know of any vessels going before 1822?- 
f ertamly; but I was not interested in any of them, and did not 
take any particular account of them. 


IF* Cartwritfht* 


j?CT-COMMITTEE or tbk HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

($25. Do you know how many went from Valparaiso or from i Mar. 1830. 
Lima?—No, ‘|r 

1626. Then your evidence only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and China ?—It: only relates to the trade between 
Buenos Ayres and China; exceptlhat, from my intercourse with 
the other countries (having commercial houses both in Valparaiso 
and Lima), I am so far acquainted with the trade of those places, 
and I know that there is an increase consumption of China pro¬ 
duce in the whole pf those counfries. 

1627* Have you any objections to state why, if you found 
those adventures profitable, you engaged in no others?—It was 
not at all in our way of business to enter into adventures of that 
kind ; our commercial pursuits are of a different nature. 

1528. Are you engaged in trade now?—Yes. 

1629. Where do you reside?—-In Liverpool. 

1530. Would not the produce of Buenos Ayres, for instance 
hides and tallow, become a profitable investment to China?—I 
am not!aware that it has ever been tried. 

153 L Can you state at what rate of freight you could get a 
British ship to go from Buenos Ayres to China and back again, 
if it were a legal voyage ?—I can only state, that the produce 
of that country was shipping in British vessels on the voyage to 
England at the rate of about £4 to £5 a ton, and the outward 
freight might be estimated at perhaps £2. 10s. to £3 a ton , and 
the outward and homeward voyage together'would take about 
nine or ten months. 

1532. And the voyage you have mentioned was'done within 
twelve months, for which £20 to £22 per ton was paid ?—-That 
was, I believe, the general rate ot freight ; but I cannot 
recoll ec t at what rate the vessel was chartered in‘which 1 was 
interested. 

1533. Do you recollect the size of the ship that was chartered? 

.--I think slip was a vessel from 350 to 400 tons. 

1534. Have you exported any Paraguay tea to Buenos Ayres ? 

—Never. 

1535. Do you know the price at which it was sold per pound 

at Buenos Ayres ?—When the article, was plentiful in Buenos 
Aytfes, it generally sol'd (to reduce it to^sterlmg) from Id* to 9 cL 
a pound. ' 

1536. Was it drunk by the merchants at all, or only by the 
lower classes ?—Not much by the Europeans, but. generally by 
all classes of the natives of the country, as well as by the 
Spaniards who have long resided there. 

1537. How is that price as compared with the price of China 
tea ?—I cannot state the exact price,’but I think the black tea was 
usually sold in Buenos Ayres from 2,v. to 2,v. 6//. per pound, and 
''the green tea fVonf &?. to 3s* iki* or 4v. 
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15SS, What is the duty ?—The duty was then twenty per 
_ . , cent, ad valorem. 

Cartwright, 

w9i Did any of those ships trade with the eastern Archin 
pelago ?—-None that I am aware of, 

i 540, Can you state whether that has been a profitable trade 
since 1822 or not ?—I have no means of answering 1 that ques¬ 
tion. 

1541. Have yon no means of stating up to the time you left 
the country in 1826 ?—The only means I have of judging is 
from persons having pursued the trade after the period'T have 
mentioned. I should suppose, if it had not been profitable, it 
would have been abandoned, 

1542. You stated that the rate of freight was from £20 to £22 
a ton, did the freighter pay the port charges at Canton, or the 
owner of the ship ?—The owner of the ship. 

1543. Do you consider the tea imported to Buenos Ayres 
from China to be as good as the tea consumed in this country ? 
—Quite as good. 

1544. Do the vessels which go to Valparaiso and Canton stop 
at the Phillipine Islands?—(think not. I have heard of their 
calling on their way at the Sandwich Islands. 

^ 1545. What do you suppose could have been the freight from 
Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing the freighter to 
have paid the port charges at Canton ?—I cannot precisely aate 
what a British vessel might have been procured at for that 
voyage; and I am not acquainted exactly with the amount of 
port charges at Canton. 

1546. What do suppose would be the rate of freight for a 
British ship, according to the present general rate of freight, 
for a voyage from Buenos Ayres to Canton and back, supposing 
the freighter paid the port charges ?~~I should think that a vessel 
for that voyage might, at the present time, be chartered at the 
rate of from £8 to £10 per ton register for the round, and perhaps 
less. 

1547. You are a considerable ship-owner ?—-! am interested 
in several. 

1548. Is there much difference between the rate of freight 
now and what it was in 1822?-Judging from the freights we 
obtain from South America, there is little difference. 

1540. Do you think the £8 a ton would remunerate the ship¬ 
owner?*—I am not prepared to say that; I think that vessels 
might be engaged at about that rate. 

1550, Do you consider that £8 to £10 would be a fair rate 
at the present time ?—Yes, according to the current rates to 
other parts. 

1551. Do you know whether any other country, except the 
Americans, are engaged in the trade from the Pacific to China ? 
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Several of the natives of Buenos Ayres are engaged in that 1 Mar. 1830. 

trade. \v. CaHwi%$, 

1552. Do you know whether any other bottoms are engaged jjai$ 
in it; the Dutch, for instance?—I do not know; I dare say 
there may be Dutch vessels engaged in that trade. 


MartiSy 2° die Martii 3 1890; 

Captain ABEL COFFIN called in, and examined. 

1553. You are a citizen of the United States?—I a*n. 2 M ^J. m 

1554. In what part of the United States ?—Newbury Port, a Cape. A:Coffin. 
town of Massachusetts. 

1555. Have you commanded a ship in the China trade ?— 

I have, three voyages. 

1556. From what port did you sail ?—Boston. 

1557. In what years did you perform those voyages ?—I B'22, 

1823, and 1624 ' 

1558. What cargoes did you take to China?—Specie, and 
some trifling cargoes of casks of furs, but nothing on account 
of the owners except specie. 

1559. What quantity of bullion did you take out ?—-In 1822 
J had 172,000 Spanish dollars; in the year 1825, 1 had 
200,000; and in 1824, 165,000 dollars. At the time 1 had 
the 200,000 dollars it was not to be all invested in my ship; 
between 110,000 and 40,000 was to pay a debt that the owner 
had contracted on a previous voyage. 

1500. What cargoes did you bring from Canton ?—Teas, or 
manufactured goods, silk goods, cassia, and nankeen. 

1561. Were the teas black and green ?—An assorted cargo ; 
about two-thirds were black. 

1562. Do the Americans experience any difficulty in carry¬ 
ing on the Chinese trade ?-None, that I have known. 

”1563. Did you ever experience any yourself ?-Not any. 

1564. Had you any supercargo ?—The first voyage I had 
one ; the two last I hid neither supercargo nor clerk. 

1565. What was the name of the ship?—The Liverpool 
Puckc t» 

1566. And what was its burthen?—397 tons, American ton- 
nsigc. 

1567. Is that different from the British ?—There is some 
trifling difference, but very little ; I think tt would differ about 
five or six tonsirom English tonnage, m a ship of that size. 

1568. Is it larger or smaller than the British ?—I thmk it is 
smaller than the British. 

1568 Will you have thegooctaess to give the Committee aw 

2 B 
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account of the way in which you proceeded in conducting your 
transactions at Canton?—On the arrival of the ship at Whaiti- 
poa die factor generally proceeds to Canton, there he calls upon 
the Hong merchants, or frequently the Hong merchants send 
their pursers to wait upon him on his arrival. 

1570. Do they send down to the ship ?-—Not down to the 
ship, but to his place of business. He will then make an 
arrangement with one of the Hong merchants to secure his 
ship; and generally we agree to trade with that Hong mer¬ 
chant, admitting that he will trade with us on as good terms as 
we can trade with any other merchants in general; but we buy 
one-third or one-half of our cargo of him, and sometimes the 
whole.' 

1571. But you do not give more for teas you purchase of him 
than you give to others?—Not in any way ; we give him no fur¬ 
ther advantage than a preference of trade, it we can trade 
equally well with him. 

1572. Do you give him any fee or douceur to become secu¬ 
rity for the ship ?—.Not any. 

1573. Are there considerable facilities in the port of Canton 
for transacting business ?—There are.more so than in any port 
I have* ever been in in India. 

1574. Can you give the Committee any instance to prove 
that facility at the time you arrived there?—I arrived at 
Whampoa, on one voyage, when I was both master and super¬ 
cargo of the ship ; and I laid at Whampoa then fifteen days, 
and loaded there and sailed in that time. 

1575. Did you trade from China to America, and from 
America to Europe ?—From America to China, from China to 
America,' and from America to Amsterdam. 

1576. Can you give the Committee an account of any voyage 

you have performed ?—I have here an extract of an American 
newspaper, giving an account of one of my voyages: it is 
headed “ Despatch.—The ship Liverpool Packet, Captain 
Coffin, sailed from Boston on the 21st of July 1824, for Canton, 
arrived there, changed htir cargo, and -returned to Boston in 
eight months and twenty-nine days; afterwards sailed for Am- * 
sterdara, and performed the voyage there and back to Boston 
in seventy days, changing cargo: thus having completed two 
long and important voya'ges in eleven, months and sixteen 
days.” - 

1577. Is that an accurate^ account of the voyage you per¬ 
formed?—It, is one day longer than the voyage was. I was 
eight months and twenty-eight days, instead of twenty-nine 
days; that is, the whole' time from the time I left Boston to 
the time I returned.to Boston again. 

4578. Did you unload entirely at Boston, or only in part?— 

I merely discharged my silk goods and some teas that answered 
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the Boston market, and brought on the remainder to % Mar. 1830. 

Amsterdam. 

1579. Bid you load at Amsterdam?—I returned in ballast, 

1580. Have you had any dealings with the outside mer¬ 
chants ?—I have. I have generally bought the greater part of 
my silk goods, and frequently considerable quantities of tea to 
complete my cargo, of the outside merchants. Generally an 
outside merchant has some Hong merchant as his friend; goods 
are obliged to be shipped through one of the Hong merchants. 

They are bought cf the outside merchant, and the probability 
is, that the outside merchant pays the Hong merchant some 
trifling compensation for shipping his goods. 

1581. Do you find any difficulty in dealing with the outside 
merchants ?—I never have myself; but I have heard others say 
there is not that security in trading with them. You are more 
liable to be imposed upon, which is not the case with the Hong 
merchants. 

1582. What security have you of there being no imposition on 
the part of the Hong merchants ?—Only their own. 

1583. Can you mention any instances?—On one voyage I 
had flve chests of tea which proved to be filled up with sawdust 
and brickdust. It was the time of the great fire at Canton, and 
it was some of the old remains of the fire ; they weighed about 
equal weight with a chest, of tea. When I went baek I took it 
back, and took it to the Hong merchant, Puankhequa; and 
after sending his purser to see that it was his mark, he imme¬ 
diately, without saying any thing further, sent me ten chests. 

He gave me to understand, that it was not intentional on his 
part. I have no doubt that it was done on board the chop- 
boats. The people I purchased my goods of are accountable 
for the goods till they get alongside the ship. We buy the 
goods deliverable on board. 

1584. What is the amount of a chop of tea?— Of black tea, 
generally about 400 to 600 chests. It is a quantity of tea grown 
on one piece of ground by one man ; and of black teas it gene¬ 
rally consists, sometimes it exceeds, 600 chests, and the green 
about 400 chests.. 

1585. Was the tea returned to you by Puankhequa of as 
good a quality as that which he had engaged to deliver before ? 

—It was. 

1586. Do you generally find that you can trust as much to 
the Hong merchants in their dealings with you as you can to 
merchants residing in other parts of the world?—I should think 
we might full as much. 

1587. Can you mention the prices that you paid for tea in any 
given year?--In 1822, the first voyage that I was there, from 
22 to 23 talcs perpekul were paid for the souchong. It amounts 
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to the same thing as cent$ per pound ; cento are t of Spanish 
dollars : 22 tales would be about 22£ cents. 

(a/ ‘ L 1588. What did you pay for the other descriptions of tea? 

—Bphea was, to the best of xny recollection, 12 cents per 
pound; about 12 tales per pekul; Congo was about 21 to 22 ; 
' young hyson was 36 ; hyson was the same price; hyson-skin 
was 25,\ 

1589. What^do you mean by young hyson ?—Young hyson 
tea, I believe, is the young leaf off the old hyson. 

1590. Were those all fresh teas ?—All fresh teas. 

1591. What did you pay for gunpowder tea and for impe¬ 
rial tea?—Gunpowder, 50 to 55, and for imperial about the 
same price. 

159%, Was the price of green tea higher in the year 1823 
than it had been before ?— It was. 

1593. Had you any difficulty in that year in completing your 
cargo of green tea ?—In 1823 I had, in obtaining as much young 
hyson as I wished. 

J1594; Could you, in the year 1824, obtain the young hyson 
that you required ?—Not at all ; but it was more plentiful than 
it had been. J was late in the year 1824, being one of the late 
ships that went against the monsoon. 

1595. What difference in the price did the scarcity of young 
hyson, in the year 1823, make in the article ?~It made a dif¬ 
ference of betw een 36 and 42 tales per pekul. 

1596. What was the price of the young hyson in the year 
1824 ?—In the year 18241 paid from 45 to 48 for young hyson. 

1597. Have you ever seen a printed price-current at Canton ? 
—I have; but I believe they have been sent out printed from 
Europe or America in blank ; they were filled up at Canton. 

1598. Is that a common practice ?— : That is the common 
practice. 

1599. Is there, in your judgment, any difference between the 
quality of the teas purchased by the East-India Company and 
those purchased by the Americans ?—I should think there was 
a difference, from 5 to 10 per cent, in favour of the teris pur¬ 
chased by the East-India Company. 

1600. Does that apply both to black and green ?—To the 
green teas 1 think it does not apply. Our green teas are equally 
as good as those imported by the Company. Souchong ana 
Congo I have myself bought there after it has been marked to 
go on board Company's ships, and paid a little higher tor it. * 

1001. How did you contrive to get those chests ?—The 
Hong put other printed papers over them. 

1602. W 7 cre they intended for the Cotnpiny’i ships ? -1 be¬ 
lieve they were ; but the merchants wanting ready money sold 
them. 
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you remember what you have paid for the tea so 2 Mar. t»30. 
,;u.u,« aw ?-I think it was 24 tales ; that was in the year that v ~ 

I was paying 21 for the teas that we usually take to America. Lap ‘ ^ °^ in ’ 

1604. Do you imagine that was part of the tea for which the 
Company had contracted ?—-I have no doubt that it was tea 
that was to go on board the Company’s ships. I believe that 
the Hong merchant intended it; but wanting some ready money, 
he got it in this manner. 

1605. Was it your general practice to pay ready money for 
the teas you purchased?—Generally. I have had credit in 
China when I have not had funds enough to load the ship. 

1606. On which voyage was that ?—The first and last voyage. 

1607. From whom did you have it ?—From Chum qua, one of 
the Hong merchants. 

3608. What security did you give him ?—I gave him my bill, 
payable at twelve months or on my return. 

1609. Did you refer to the American consul there ?—No 
other security than my own. 

1610. Were you a perfect stranger to him ?—So far a stranger, 
that 1 bad only been acquainted with him on my first voyage 
there; but he considered, from my being in command of the 
vessel and having the management of the business, being con¬ 
cerned with the supercargo, that I must be a respectable person, 
and of course he required no other security. The merchant I 
sailed for had frequently had large credits. 

16I I. Then it is not an uncommon practice in Canton to give 
credit where the money for the payment of the goods is not 
immediately forthcoming?—No; between thirty and forty 
thousand dollars which I took out on one voyage, was to pay 
for a previous credit which the owner had baa. 

1612. Have you found equal facility in other parts of India? 

~I never have. 

1613. What interest did you pay?—Eight per cent, per 
annum. 

1614. At what time do the tea merchants usually arrive at 
Canton ?—From November to December. 

1615. Did you ever purchase teas of an old season ?—I did. 

161(5. What is the difference in the price at Canton between 

the old and the new teas ?—About four or five tales. 

1617. Is that the case in all descriptions of teas?—In green 
teas I do not think it is so much: we consider that the black 
teas injure by keeping. 

1618. What difference is there in the American market be¬ 
tween the old and new teas ?—Perhaps two to three cents per 
pound. 

1619. When you say four tales, do you mean in the bohea 
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tea or in the eongo tea?*—In the Congo tea ; not so much in the 
bohea tea. I n$ver bought any old bohea. 

1620. How were the three cargoes of tea which you bought 
disposed of?—Part of it was disposed of In America, but the 
greafcerpart went to Holland. 

1621. Can you tell what the teas sold for in Holland?— 
I think at 21 stivers. The last voyage, not having any thing to 
do with the business myself in Holland, being consigned there, 
having some shares in the voyage myself, 1 was furnished with 
account sales; but, to the best of my recollection, about 21 
stivers for the Dutch pound. 

1622. For what description of teas ?—For the congo. 

1623. Of the tea you purchased, w as part of it from the 
Hong and part of it from the outside merchants ?—-It was. 

1624. Are you able to state how the teas purchased from 
those two parties turned out ?—I think that the tea was fully as 
good that 1 purchased of the outside merchants as that of the 
Hong. The outside merchant, that I purchased it from had 
been established for many years, though within two yer.rs he 
has died ; his name was Yoqua. 

1625. What is the difference between the Dutch pound and 
the English pound ?—ll2f English, I think, makes 110 pounds 
Dutch. 

1626. Can you state the price in Holland of any other de¬ 
scription of tea besides congo ?—I cannot. 

J627. Is there any difference in the duties on American and 
on national ships in importing teas into Holland?—There is 
considerable. 

1628. Can you state what it is ?-— I do not know the difference 
exactly; but I was told by the merchants that the circumstance 
of mine being an American ship made a difference of something 
like 28,000 guilders on the whole cargo ; that is, about £2,200. 

1629. Do the American ships perform their voyages cheaper 
than Dutch ships ?—I think they do ; they are more expeditious, 
and they also sail with fewer men. In the ship that 1 com¬ 
manded i had twelve seamen, making altogether seventeen, and 
sometimes having a bov> making eighteen people, myself in¬ 
cluded. 

1630. What would a Dutch ship of that size have?—Probably 
twentydive. 

1631. What was the size of the ship? —About 400 tons. 

1632. Can you state what was the whole cargo of the ship on 
which that additional expense was incurred ?i~~The investment 
in China was about 170,000 dollars. 

1833. Would an American ship, nominally of 400 tons, carry 
more or less cargo than a Dutch ship of 400 tons ?—The Dutch 
ships are rated by the'last; but when I compare them with ‘.he 
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a ships*• X speak of a ship that would bring the same 2 Mar. 1830, 

quantity, Capi. A Citfin. 

1634. Is not there a different mode of measuring r.be tonnage 
in American ships from the British ?—I believe there is ; we take 
half the breadth of beam for the depth of hold, the length of 
keel multiplied by the depth, divided by 95. 

1635. Do you know the English way ?•—I do not know exactly 
the English way of measuring. 

1636. Is not the American ton reckoned forty cubic feet?—It is. 

1637. Do you know whether the English is reckoned the 
same ?—I do not know. 

1638. Is not a last about two tons ?—I believe it is. 

1639. You stated that the value of your investment in China 
was about 170,000 dollars; do you know what its value in Hol¬ 
land was?—I cannot tell exactly. 

1640. Did the charges depend on the value of the cargo in 
the ship, or on the ship itself?—Principally on the cargo. 

1641. You have stated that on board your ships you have had 
twelve seamen, and altogether a crew of about eighteen persons 
including yourself; is that to be considered the average number 
of the trade of Boston at the same time?—“Yes, I think the 
average number of all American ships, the Philadelphia ships 
excepted: they generally have a few more, owing to. having a 
number of apprentices. 

1642. Is any additional risk considered to be run by having 
so small a number, or what is the rate of insurance upon the 
American ships in the Chinese trade?—About four per cent, 
upon the whole voyage out and home, insured in America. 

1543. Are you generally acquainted with the trade of Boston 
and Salem?—Yes. 

1644. Was that the insurance when you went there, oris it 
the same now ? — That was the insurance when I went, and it is 
about that now ; it does not exceed 4£. 

1645. You mean upon a voyage to Canton, out and home 
again ? - Yes, not including the risk to Holland, 

1646. Can you state the average number of vessels that have 
been employed in the East-India trade for the last seven years 
from Boston and Salem?—In 1823 there were forty-two Ame¬ 
rican ships during that year in Canton. Altogether the trade 
has fallen off considerably now; I think, lor the last two or 
three years, there have not been so many; there have not been 
more than half that number. 

1647. Can you state, for the last fourteen or fifteen years, 
what have been the number of Boston ships lost in the China 
trade, either in the outward or homeward-bound voyage ?-—I do 
not remember but one Boston ship being lost: that is between 
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fourteen and fifteen yefcr*: Rapid is the name of the ship 
was commanded by Captain Dawe ; she was cast away on New 
v Holland, going an eastern passage* 

1648/ Have there been any homeward-bound ships lost?— 
There was a Philadelphia ship in March 1824, called the Co¬ 
lumbia, lost at the east end of Banca. 

1649. Have you not made several voyages to India as well as 
to China? -I have, twelve within the last thirteen years. 

1650. Can you state what has been the average length of 
these' voyages ?—About ten months out and home. The longest 
passage I ever had to Java, which we take the passage from 
either to Europe or America, was ninety-six days; and two 
years ago I came from Angier, which is the starting-point in 
Java, in eighty-one days, with a sugar-loaded ship. 

1651. Have those voyages that you speak of all been carried 
on with the same number of men that: you have already men¬ 
tioned, in proportion to the tonnage ?«—The same number. 

1652. Are the American ships, as compared with the British- 
built ships, built more for the purpose of speed and use, than 
tor that of carrying bulk ?—Our modern-built vessels, I think, 
are all about the same; they carry equally as well as the British 
vessels; but the ship that I commanded to China was a ship 
built some years; she would not carry quite so well, but sailed 
much faster. 

1653. What has been the alteration that has taken place in 
your modern-built ships ?—They have made them longer, 
deeper, and not so wide. 

1654. In what mode do you take the measurement of the ton¬ 
nage of y our ships ?—From the length half the breadth of beam 
is taken ; by the depth of the whole multiplied by the length, 
and divided by 95. 

1655. With what object is it that that mode of taking the 
measurement has been determined upon ?—I cannot say. 

1656. Is the nominal tonnage of a ship built in one of those 
modes greater in proportion to its real capacity than that of one 
built in the other ; and will you explain the mode in which the 
difference is produced?—It is different, owing to the ships 
being much narrower, having more length and greater depth in 
the hold; a vessel of that description, a vessel of 28 feet beam 
and TOO feet long, would not carry nearly so much as a vessel 

^©f 26 feet beam, and adding greatly to the length and depth, 
which does not increase, the tonnage in the same ratio. 

1657. What reason have the Americans for employing smaller 
ships rather than, those larger ships which are generally employ¬ 
ed by the East-India Company ?—I believe they think them 
more expeditious generally in performing the voyage; and the 
cargo frequently in America is owned by a merchant, and he 
prefers having his goods go in his own ship, in preference to 
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1058, Is there any tonnage duty paid in Amer/ca on the re¬ 
gister ? — There is: it is small, but I cannot tell the exact 
amount, 

1059. Do not American vessels sail with fewer men than the 
English vessels do ?—I think we do, 

1660. What is the proportion between the crew of an Ameri¬ 
can vessel and that of a British vessel ?— I should think a British 
vessel of400 tons would have five to seven more than an Ameri¬ 
can vessel of 400 tons. 

1661. Then, of course, having fewer men, you have more 
room for cargo than the English or Dutch ships have? — Yes. 

3662. Do you accommodate your crew as well as the English 
vessels do?—I think we do better. 

16G3. Do you allow them the same space?— I think we do. 
Perhaps the Company’s ships have better, because they have 
the accommodations of men-of-war ; but I believe ours are fully 
as comfortable as the free-traders, and I am sure that we feed 
them much better* 

1664. Have not the Company’s ships much better accommo¬ 
dation and more room ?—-They have. 

1665. What was your freight out and home ?- I had no freight 
on my own ship ; the cargo belonged sold}' to the owner of the 
cargo and myself. 

1666. What v/ould the freight be ?—The last year I was there, 

I shipped teas at 30 dollars per ton to America from China, in 
an American ship, allowing ten quarter-boxes to a ton, which 
measures about forty-one feet; but it is customary to take ten 
quarter-boxes. 

3667. Are you of opinion that you can still import teas into 
Holland, not withstanding the higher duties now paid in the ports 
in Holland ?—I think we can compete with the Dutc h yet. 

3668. Do the Americans now carry on the trade of tea to 
Holland as much as formerly ? — Not so much. 

1669. Can you state any reason why they do not?—It is 
owing to the Company of Dutch merchants, the Dutch Trading 
Company, sending a number of ships to China. 

1670 Have their transactions been attended with loss or 
gain ? - I believe they have been attended with considerable loss. 

1671. Do you consider the tea that you get in this country 
equal to what you get in America ? —I do not think it is so 
strong, the tea that I have been able to get here for my own use. 

1672. Does that apply to the green or to the black teas ? — 

To the black teas. r 

1678. To what do you ascribe this difference ?— I should think 
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the teal generally purchase.here, retail, is old tea that has lost 
a great part of its flavour and strength* 

3674 What price have you paid here for good «ouchof>g tea, 
retail ?—Five shillings and sixpence. 

1675. What would you pay for similar tea in America ? —Two 
shillings, or 50 cents. 

1676. Can you tell how much of that 2.s\ is duty?—On the 

black tea, souchong, it is 25 cents, which is about I2^d .: it .is, 
in fact, D. out of 2.*/. ,,, 

1677. Can you state the proportion the duties bear to the 
price of tea in other descriptions of tea ?—The duty on gun ' 
powder and imperial is,50 cents; on young hyson, 40 cents ; 40 
parts of the Spanish dollar out of 100 parts ; on hyson-akin it is 
28; on Congo and all black teas, bohea excepted, it is 25; oh 
b6hea.it is 12* 

1678. Can you give the per-centage of the dutiesrin America 
upon the teas generally ?—it is not put upon a percentage, it is 
so much per pound. 

1679. With reference to the average prices, how much would 
it he ?—The duties are about equal to the cost at Canton. 

1630. Is not it 45 per cent, in America upon the average ?--* 
The price of tea.in America varies, hut the duty is permanent. 

1681. Do you know h6w many American houses of business 
there are residing at Canton?—There are seven or eight. 

1682. Have they several partners, generally speaking?— 
t There are in some of the houses three or Four partner;;, in others 

only one person. 

16&& Have there been any failures among those houses in 
your recollection ?—There is, the house of Thompson, who was 
the son of «VIr. Thompson i(I cannot say the house of Thompson 
in Canton failed) that failed in the United States, owing, I 
believe, to some smuggling transactions. 

1684. Is du re any other failure that has Occurred within your 
knowledge T know of no American that has failed in Canton. 

1685.. Are the Boston merchants trading with China generally 
considered very wealthy persons ?■—They are. 

1686, Are you acquainted with Colonel Perkins?—I am. 

1887. Is not he one of the principal merchants in Boston? 
—HeTs the principal# Theodore Lyman has been one of the 
greatest traders. ' 

1688. In general, among , the wealthy merchants in Boston, 
are noj the wealthiest dmong those .connected with the trade to 
China?—They aje. T 

1889. Do they continue to have the.same reputation for 
wealth that they used to have?—The Boston merchants do : 
there have been several Of the New York merchants connected 
with the China trade who have failed. 
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When at Canton, did you understand that the Ameri¬ 
cans received any protection from the East-India Company’s 
Factory?—-], never understood that they received any protection. 

1691. Supposing that Factory were withdrawn, do you think 
that the situation of the .Americans would be worse or better 
than it is at present?—I think it would be quite as well; I 
cannot say that it would be worse or better, l5ut it would make 
no di/ference. 

1692. Is t,he American trade popular with the Chinese ?—1 
believe it is. 

1693. Is it as much so as that of* the East-India Company ?— 

1 believe that the reason why the Chinese favour the American 
trade is on account of the great quantity of specie that is 
brought there; the Company have imported large quantities of 
goods, t suppose the only preference would be, which trade 
they found most beneficial to themselves. 

1694. Do you know any thing respecting the British manu¬ 
factures taken from this country by tile Americans?—Nothing; 

I have frequently seen the goods there, but had nothing to do 
with them. 

1695. Do you know whether those goods generally pay duties, 
or whether they are smuggled into China ?—I believe they 
generally pay duty; except, in some cases, officers going might 
smuggle a small investment: but the respectable merchants, F 
think, would not have any thing to do with smuggling. 

1696. The respectable merchants, either British or American ? 
—Either. 

1697. Were you ever engaged in the fur trade ?—Never, 
otherwise than carrying a few' casks on freight. 

1608. Do you know whether the animals from which the furs 
are got have considerably diminished in quantity?—The sea 
otter has, considerably; the land furs perhaps not much. 

1699. Do you know of the arrival of any ships in China 
bringing furs from the north-west coast of America?—The 
person that owned my ship had a ship which arrived in Canton 
while l was there with furs. 

1700. At the present moment, is a smaller quantity of furs 

than heretofore brought into the market of Canton ?—A smaller 
quantity of the sea otter; perhaps of the other furs there are 
as m^jsry. - 

1701. Do you know whether fufs, and warm clothing of that 
description, js in much request^ n China?—It is. All the Chi¬ 
nese that (fe afford it, generally wear woollens or camlets lined 
with furs, in the neighbourhood of Canton. 

1702 During the whole year, or a part of the year?—Dur¬ 
ing a part of the year; during the cold season, from March to 
April. 
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f«30. 1703. Is there a good deal of cold at that period?—There 

~ . is; I have seen it freeze in the Canton river at night. 

< ( # /l - 1704,. What is the latitude ? —Between 22 and 23 degrees. 

1705. Are you aware whether the American ships coming to 
Canton are occasionally in the habit of running across to the 
Philippines, and bringing back rice to China ?—It is frequently 
the case. 

1706. Do they derive any advantage from it ?—They save 
what is called in China the cumshaw measurement, which is the 
ship duty. 

1707. What does that mean?—It is a present; it is levied oh 
the ship ; it is a tonnage duty. 

1708. What is the amount of it ?—On my vessel it is ave¬ 
raged from 4,500 to 4,800 dollars. 

1709. In fact, do the Chinese favour the admission of raw 
produce from other countries ?—Of rice in particular. 

1710. Is not that part of the port charges which is called the 
cumshaw the same for every ship ?—I believe it is. 

1711. Do you recollect the amount of it: is it 1,900 tales? 
—It is somewhere not far from that. 

1712. Is not that part of the duty calculated according to 
the distance between the foremost part of the mizenmast and 
the aftermost part of the foremast ?—Between the centre of the 
mizenmast and the centre of the foremast in length, and the 
breadth from the middle of the mainmast to the side of the 
ship, half the breadth : a vessel with two masts is measured from 
the end of the tiller to the foremast. 

1713. What is the rate of freight between Boston and Can¬ 
ton?—The usual rate, where a vessel has been taken up, has been 
heretofore about 40 dollars a ton measurement for the voyage 
out and home, A ship-owner will carry out specie, and take 
home the goods at 40 dollars a ton measurement; or on nan¬ 
keens 9 per cent, on the ship : on silk goods, 6| per cent. 

1714. Does that cover all the charges ?—That covers all 
the charges; because we buy the goods free of expense, deli¬ 
verable on board. 

1715. Does that cover the port charges in Canton ?—They 
are paid by the shipper out of that, except some small charge 
for Factory hire. 

1716. Is the insurance included in that?—The insurance is 
not included. 

1717. What is the rate of commission paid on the purchase 
of teas ?—Two to 2^ per cent, upon the invoice price. 

1718. To whom is it paid?—To the supercargoes or mer¬ 
chants there. Some do the business at 2, .and some at 2| 
per cent. 

1719. Do you know wliat the rate paid by the British there 
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do not. I have understood that the British merchants 2 Mar, 
mg there did the country business ar 5 per cent. 

1720. Supposing a ship brings a cargo into Canton, and loads 
with tea in return, would there be a commission both ways ?— 

There would on the sales and the purchases. 

1721. What would be the amount of that commission ?—A 
person having the consignment of goods out and home would 
probably do it at four per cent.; but five per cent., that is, 2j 
per cent, each way, is the highest commission* 

1722. Is the commission included in the 40 dollars paid for 
the freight?—I am not sure whether it is or not, because I 
never took any freight in my own ship either out or home ; but 
l believe the 40 dollars covers it. 

.1723. Have you any English seamen in your ship’s company 
at Canton ? — I generally have one or two, or three amongst the 
company. 

1724. Have you found that they conducted themselves as 
well a s the Americans ?—I cannot say^that I have ever seen any 
difference. 

1725. How soon did you arrive at Canton after the execution 
of an Italian sailor on board an American ship?—From five to 
eight months. 

1726. Do you know any thing of the nature of the transac¬ 
tion?—I frequently heard it stated, and had it from the super¬ 
cargo of that ship, meeting him on that voyage down at Angier. 

1727. What was the name of the ship?—The Emily of Bal¬ 
timore. 

1728. Can you state any thing of the circumstance of that 
transaction ?—I understood that the woman that was killed or 
drowned was in a boat under the ship’s bows, and something 
passing between the sailor and the woman* he took an earthern 
jar and threw it at her, and struck the woman on the side of the 
head, consequently she fell overboard, and when she was taken 
up she was dead. At the time it might have been settled for a 
trifling amount of 100 or 200 dollars, but after getting to the 
ears of the Mandarins they demanded life for life. It was 
thought by the Americans there that the sailor did not intend 
to kill the woman: whether it was done in sport or in anger 
they could not tell, but they agreed that the man should not 
be given up ; consequently, for some time the American trade 
was stopped, and the Mandarins persisted in demanding the 
man. 

1729. How long was it stopped?—I cannot tell the exact 
period, but for some number of days. 

1730. Was it ever proved that the man struck the woman ?— 

I believe that itjs not doubted. I had it from the supercargo 
of the ship, that the jug that lie threw at her struck the woman ; 
hut the matter was never properly investigated. 
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1731. Supposing a woman to have been killed by an Ai 
can seaman in the port of London, would not that American 
seaman have been tried according to the laws of this country ? 
—No doubt of it. 

1732. And it is presumed the same would happen in America, 
and every part of the civilized world ?—No doubt. 

1733. Do you know whether the man was tortured or not ? 
*—I believe he was not; he was very shortly put to death after 
arriving. They got him by stratagem out of the ship. 

1734. It has been stated that the American consul resigned 
his appointment in consequence of this affair. Do you know 
whether that was the case or not ?—I never heard that that was 
the case. Mr. Wilcox was consul at the time, and he was 
consul after 1 arrived there ; but being a man of considerable 
business there, the consulship was rather a plague to him, as 
he never took any fees for depositing ship papers, and certi¬ 
fying the landing certificates and invoices shipped from there : 
but. I never heard that he gave up on account of this transac¬ 
tion,, 

1735. When did he resign his office ?—I should think it was 
full a year afterwards. 

1730. Does he reside there now as consul?—He does not; 
he is now in Philadelphia. 

1737. Is there any American, consul there now ?^*~I am not 
sure whether we have one or not. 

1738. What are the duties of the American consul? —We 
are obliged by the American law to deposit our ship papers 
with him, within forty-eight hours of our arrival. When goods 
are carried out that we get a debenture on, he signs the land¬ 
ing certificate ; it is sworn to before him by the master of the 
skip* and by that means we recover the debenture in America: 
and also when piece-goods are shipped from Canton which pay 
an ad valorem duty, the invoice is sworn to before him that it 
is a fair invoice; on manufactured goods, the duty is paid by 
a per-ccntage on the cost. 

1739. And that is sworn before the consul at the port of ex¬ 
port?—It is, 

1740. Does he exercise any control over the American sea¬ 
men ?—Not any. 

1741. If any complaint was made against any of the Ameri¬ 
can seamen by the Chinese authorities, would they apply to the 
consul?—They would not; they would apply to the security 
merchant,. 

1742. Is the consul recognized by the Chinese authorities 
at all ?—I never heard that he was. 

1743. Are any of the other consuls recognized ?—I believe 
none of them are recognized by the Chinese authorities. 
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he Chinese government recognize the existence 2 $ 

’$ Factory ?<—I believe not; it is like the other 
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1745, Do yon understand that the number of American ships 
trading to Canton has latterly decreased?—It lias. 

1746, What is the reason of that?—Owing to the Dutch 
putting a number •of ships in the trade • there have been some 
of the German ships of late put in under the Austrian flag, from 
Hamburgh and Bremen: and also owing to the English im¬ 
porting teas into Canada ; heretofore, I believe, Canada was 
principally supplied with teas from America, 

1747, Do you apprehend that the ill success of voyages (o 
Canton has been the cause of any part of that decrease ?*—!'&> 
not think the trade for the hast three or four years has been so 
lucrative as it was heretofore. 

1748, Are you not of opinion that, supposing that trade were 
conducted upon proper principles, and confined within reasona¬ 
ble limits, the trade would be conducted profitably now as it 
was heretofore?—I do not know why it should not. Since the 
general peace, commercial trade throughout the world has-been 
less lucrative of late years. 

1749, Have other branches of trade from the United States 
decreased in the same proportion as the trade between the 
United States and China?—The East-lnclia trade h as decreased 
to other places fully'as much as it has to China and Brazil. 

, 1750. From the United States to Europe and other parts of 
the world, is the trade less now than it was some years ago ?— 

I think not to Europe: the European and West-India trade is 
oarriedon as much as ever it was. / 

1751. And to as much advantage?-—I think not. 

1752. Taking the trade generally in the United States, is 
not the profit now realized by the merchants less than it was 
some years ago ?—1 should think considerably less. 

1753. Is there considerable competition in carrying on the 
foreign trade in America?—There is. 

1754. Can you state the quantity of tea that used to be 
furnished bv the Americans to Canada?—I cannot state pre¬ 
cisely; I should think it M as about three or four ships’ cargoes 
of 400 tons. 

1755. Was not a great quantity carried in by the smuggling 
trade ?—It was not allowed in any other way. 

1756. Therefore it is difficult to estimate the amount of it ?— 

It is. 

1757. What port charges did. you pay in China ?~ Including 
Factory expenses and the ship’s expenses, between 7,000 and 
8,000 dollars usually on my ship; that is, including the enmshaw, 
and the piloting, and the victualling of the ship. 
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1758. You have stated that you were enabled to loaSTand” 
unload and depart from Canton river in fifteen days; what Wits 

A>yui, t ft e i on g est time you have ever employed in doing that?—Three 
months and a half, one voyage; I arrived there just before the 
great fire took place. 

1759. If that fire had not taken place, how long should you 
have been ?—Probably five or six weeks. The average is about 
five or six weeks with the Boston ships and the New York 
ships ; but the Philadelphia ships usually stay longer ; they 
generally wait till their silk goods are manufactured: they have 
a great many shippers, and frequently will send two or three 
supercargoes. A person putting in .100,000 dollars sends a 
person to manage the business, and another person sends 
another: there are a great number of shareholders, and their 
trade is different, so that there is generally some delay caused 
byit. 

1760. Do the Philadelphia ships export more silk manufac¬ 
tured goods from Canton than the Boston ships?—-I think 
they do. 

1761. You stated that the American, China, and India trade 
has been a losing trade for some years; will not the loss of the 

Canadian trade and the Dutch trade account for that?_I 

should think it would in a great measure. 


1762. 

American 


Those two branches having been a great outlet for the 
n trade ?—I think so. 

1763. Have you traded with Calcutta?—I have. 

1764. Can you state what the port charges there would 
amount to, including all the items you take into your calcula¬ 
tion in the port charges at Canton ? — It would depend upon the 
length of time that the vessel laid in Calcutta: I lay off about 
three months in Calcutta. The port charges altogether, with a 
vessel of about the same size, would be between 5,000 and 
6,000 dollars, including factory rent and expenses. 

1765. Do you conceive that there is any advantage in carry¬ 
ing on the China trade with large ships of 1,200 tons burden ? 
—I could not say. The Americans began to build some large 
ships, as large as 900 tons, but. they are out of the trade now ; 
whether they found them answer I cannot say. There was one 
called the Washington, of 900 tons, which made tw o voyages to 
China, and then she was put out of the trade. 

1766. From what port did she sail?—From New York. 

1767. Did she engage in any other trade ?—She did. The last 
that I heard of her was in the Liverpool trade, carrying cotton. 

1768. What do you consider to be the average size?—From 
400 to 600 tons. 

1769. From your experience in that trade, should you say 
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ship from 400 to-600 tons burden was the best size ? — I a Mar, 1830. 
should think they were as good as any size. IT * 

1770. Is the revenue derived by the United States front the ^ 
duties on tea large ?—It is considerable ; I think about two 
millions of dollars. 

1771. Do you know whether it is one of the largest items of 
duty ?*—J believe it h t he larges t of all our trade. 

1772. Is there a drawback upon re-exportation ?—There is. 

177$. Do you include the amount of the drawback?—No, 

that, is what is actually paid, the net duty. 

1774. Is the revenue derived to .the United States from tea 
increasing or not?—I should think it had fallen oil since the 
Canada trade; because the duty on the tea that went into 
Canada was paid in the United States. 

1775. Do you think there is at present any smuggling of tea 
into Canada from the United States?—I should think there was 
npt much. 

1776. Should you say that the revenue derived by the United 
States from tea h likely to continue increasing or to fall oft*?— 

If the same tariff continues, I should think it would increase, 
as the use of tea increases as the number of inhabitants in¬ 
creases, 

1777. Do you understand whether there is any difficulty in 
the collection of the tea revenue in the United States?- - 1 never 
heard of any difficulty. 

1778. Have you ever heard of any smuggling of tea ? — I 
have ; one case particularly, by a person of the name of Thomp¬ 
son, 

1779. Is the smuggling of tea carried on extensively in the 
United States?-1 believe not. 

1780. Are you aware that the duty on congo tea has been 
mmch larger in proportion than the duty on any other tea im¬ 
ported?—It has been larger, taking into consideration the cost 
of the article. 

1781. Has not its consumption in the United States decreased 
much in consequence of 'the increased duty ?—I cannot .-ay 
that the consumption has decreased on that account. I thiuk 
that the consumption of different kinds of hyson tea has in¬ 
creased; it perhaps may be from the fancy of the people drink¬ 
ing it. 

1782. Can you state* to what ports of the United States the 
importation of tea is now open ?—To every port where there is 
a custom-house. 

1783. Can you state any circumstances connected with an 
American ship freighted by British merchants from Buenos 
Ayrgs to Canton ? — I recollect one ship, a ship called the Pamther, 

Captain Bowers, which was taken up at Buenoa Avres, went to x 
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Canton for a voyage; she made two voyages 5 one year in par¬ 
ticular, I lay next to her, and was very intimate with the captain 
of her. That ship went out from the United States with a cargo 
of flour and some specie on board, to hind her flour at Buenos 
Ayres and to proceed on to Canton. There was, l believe, an 
English merchant and some Spanish house there that wanted to 
take up a ship to go to Canton, and they found they could not 
send an English ship there, and consequently they took up this 
American ship, and paid her a very large charter/ 

1784 Do you know what ?—I think it was 28,000 dollars for 
the voyage, arid the owners of the ship paid the factory expenses 
in Canton. 

1785. What was the size of the ship?—Something less than 
400 tons. 

1786. Were not the freights paid upon that ship particularly 
high ?—They were considered very high. 

1787. Do the American ships go to Whampoa ?—They do. 

1788. Do they invariably go there?—Not invariably; some 
of the ships stop at Linten and put their specie on board of 
another ship that is going up, and go over to Manilla for rice or 
some other cargo, and return while the cargo is getting ready. 

1789. Is not the course of trade, in such cases where there 
are cargoes on board, to make arrangements with the Hong 
merchants for the purchase of them ?—I never heard off it. I 
believe that the good* have to go up to Whampoa before they 
can sell them ; except the article of opium, which is not allowed. 

1790. Is not the practice of the American ships to discharge 
part of their cargoes before they go to Whampoa ?—-No. 

1791. Do they break bulk?- Generally not. 

1792. Are there exceptions ?—There are some exceptions. 

1793. How does the cargo so discharged find its way into 
China?—By the agency of the American merchants there. 

1794. Not of the Hong merchants?—I think not, 

1795. Are not you aware that there is a considerable amount 
of contraband trade carried on through the means stated in the 
previous question ?•—In the trade of opium there is considerable, 

1796. The question refers to other articles besides opium ?~~ 
1 know there is some, but I cannot tell the amount. 

1797. You are aware that a considerable number of ships 
proceed from ports in Great Britain to China laden with British 
goods ; how are they disposed of?—They are generally sold to 
the Hong merchants and other merchants. 

1798. Are they discharged in the river below Whampoa ? -1 
believe they are generally discharged at Whampoa. I cannot 
say that it is universally the case. 

1799. Is it not within your knowledge that ail private resident 
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dre connected with the illicit trade in China?--I think 
are not, I think Mr. Cushion is not, and some other mer- — 
chants. I never myself had any thing to the amount of £100 c ' a ^ t ' A 
nniuggiiiig on board of my ship, or any illicit trade. 

1800. Do you not believe that the smuggling trade is carried 
on to a great extent from ships bearing the American flag going 
to China ?—Excepting in opium, I do not think it is to much 
extent. 

1801. If you agreed to receive goods on freight in your vessel 
of 897 tons, for how many tons could you obtain payment?— 

About 600 tons. 

1802. What would be the result in a Dutch vessel of 397 terns ? 

—They carry about as much as our ships. 

1803. In an English ship what would it be?—I should think 
the English ships generally carry better. 

1804. In what proportion ? —Perhaps something like ten per 
cent. 

1805. You are speaking of English merchant vessels, and not 
of the Company's vessels?- Not the Company's vessels. 

1806. Do you consider your property as secure in your vessel, 
navigated by eighteen men, as in a Dutch vessel navigated by 
twenty-seven men ?—Much more so. 

1807. From whence does that arise I think we have smarter 
seamen. 

1808. And should you say the same in reference to an English 
vessel navigated by twenty-two men ?— T think we are equally 
sate. I think the price of the premiums would answer that 
question better than any thing else. There are no ships that 
sail that are insured so cheap as the American, particularly to 
the East-Indies and China. 

1809. What reason have you for believing that a vessel would 
be as secure navigated by Eighteen Americans as by twenty-two 
English ?—If an American ship-master is known to get intoxi¬ 
cated they will not insure his vessel : consequently, he must be 
a respectable man, and he frequently has the management of the 
business; but I believe in most other ships you find there is 
not so much attention paid to the capability of the master and 
officers. 

1810. Do you know the rate of insurance in London as well 
as in America?—-I do not. 

1811. You have stated the prices of the several denominations 
oTteas in China; are you not aware that there are many grada¬ 
tions of character in all the denominations of teas, such as congo 
and bohea, and other sorts ?—There is quite a difference. 

1812. To what, quality do the prices you have given apply; 
to the best or the lowest quality ?—To about the middling 
quality; not to the meanest or the best. 
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IBIS. You hare stated, that in your purchases of t# 
have seen the Company’s mark covered over, and that you have 
! « bought those teas ?—Those teas have been shipped in America** 
vessels which had been termed by the Hong merchants Com- 
pany’s teas. 

1814. Are you aware that the Company’s teas undergo a 
very strict inspection ?—I believe they do : I am not particu¬ 
larly acquainted with the manner of that inspection. 

1815. What must you then have inferred from the Company’s 
mark being on the teas; should you not infer that they were 
rejected teas ?—-I do not think they were t I think it nm that 
the Hong merchant, waiting some ready money, found the 
easiest way to realize it was to sell the teas to the Americans. 

1816. Are you able to state whether the Company pay 
ready money or not ?—I believe they generally pay a part in 
merchandize, 

1817. Are chests that have the Company’s mark upon them 
preferred by you to those that, have no such mark?—Not ex¬ 
cept the tea Is actually better. The Company’s tea, l believe, 
is generally considered better, or it bears rather a higher price 
than the other teas. 

1818. Are you a judge of the article of tea yourself?—I can¬ 
not say that i am a judge of it; but so much so, that I have 
been trusted with the buying of two cargoes, 

1819. When you say the Company’s teas are supposed to be 
better, do you apply that to all kinds of teas?—Not to the 
green teas; I had reference to the black teas, the souchongs, 
and congoo. 

1820. What was the result of your adventure, that yob gave 
an account of. to Amsterdam ?—The two first voyages, in 
1822 and 1823, were profitable; the other merely gave,, the 
ship a freight; there was no loss on it, 

1821. Can you state how much was the per-centage of profit 
upon the two voyages?—! cannot tell; perhaps something like 
20 per cent, upon the whole investment. 

1822. Has there been any continuance of that trade ?—I 
have not been in that trade since,, 

1823. Why did you not continue in that trade ?~~Ifc was 
found not so profitable, and we entered into a trade with other 
parte of India. 

1824. Cm you state whether any other ships sailed about 
the time you speak of ?—There were several, but I cannot give 
the result of the voyages. 

1825. Who was the owner of your ship ?•--Theodore Lyman, 
of Boston. 

182(5i What was your last voyage ?—To Siam, 

1827. Is the tea you purchased for the Dutch market, in 
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^lerhi equal or superior to what you purchased for the Ameri* 2 Mnr. 1830. 
can ?—.We generally endeavour to get better tea for the Dutch 
market than for the American market; tea that is selected for Ulp ' ‘ °^ ul4 

the Dutch market. 

1828. Is it better or worse than that usually selected fay the 
Company for the English market ? — I should think it is nearly 
the same quality. 

1829. What was the proportion of tea to the other articles 
in the return cargo?—About three-quarters of the amount of 
the whole invoice has generally been teas. 

1830. And how much in bulk ? - Nine-tenths of the bulk. 

1831. Had you not some other articles besides tea ? - Yes, 
manufactured silks, nankeens, cassia. 

1832. If a ship were laden with tea entirely, wbiild not a 
large ship of 1200 tons be preferable to stow tea-cbests only ?— 

Generally a ship, as she increases in size, will stow more 
according to her tonnage than a small vessel. 

1833. How many pounds of tea do you calculate a ton to 
carr y ?_i should think between 700 and 800; but the chests 
are all about an equal size, and we count ten chests to measure 
a ton. It does not vary much from forty cubic feet. 

1834. Are not the duties at Canton much larger in proportion 
upon small vessels than upon large ?—They are; and, I believe, 
they are the same on all: they are classed in three different 
classes, the first, second, and third class. 

1835. Are you or not of opinion that a ship of 500 or 600 
tons burthen, with reference to the bars and shoals in the river 
of Canton, and approaching the river, is much better adapted 
to the trade than a ship of 1200 tons, which draws so much 
more water?—There is little or no risk till she gets to the bars 
in the river; then there are two bars, which the Company's 
ships generally go below before they load entirely ; they take in 
part of their cargo at Whampoa, and then proceed down the 
river to the second bar to load, 

1836. Are not ships of 600 tons*able to go up to Whampoa 
and take in the whole of their cargo there ?—A ship of 600 or 
800 tons might do it. 

1837. Were you at Canton in the year 1821 ? —I was not. 

1838. Did you go in 1822?—I did. 

1839. Did you hear whether, in consequence of the event 
you have mentioned of a woman being killed by an Italian sailor, 
the Americans were not treated exactly the .same as they 
had been before ?—I have not heard that it has injured the 
character of the A mericans, 

1840. Is the American flag hoisted at the consul’s house at 
Canton?-1 believe not since the fire in 1822, when the Bag- 
staff was burnt down. There is a flag-staff that stands out m 
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1#30. front of the factory, where it is hoisted, but I behove it is not 
universally flying: if there is a consul there, it is optional with 
Cap’" A. Coffin, w ^ el ] ler he w {]| l 30 ist it or not. 

184*1. Does he hoist it?—I have seen it hoisted, and there 
have been times when it has not been hoisted; but it is left at 
his own option. 

3842. Have you heard of any mutinies on board the Ameri¬ 
can ships in the Canton river?—I have, among the sailors; 

1843. Did you ever bear of anv authority interfering far the 
purpose of settling any thing of that kind ? I never knew any 
authority interfere; it is generally managed among the other 
Americans. 

1844. Had they any communication with the authorities?-— 
They had no communication with the authorities, 1 never 
heard that the Chinese would interfere in case of any difficulty 
on board a foreign ship. 

1845. Have you never heard that, the Company’s Factory 
there have communications with the government?—I cannot 
say whether they have or not. 

1846. You know that the Americans have not ?—I believe 
they have not. 

1847. Do you know whether there was a trial of the Italian 
sailor?—I believe there was no trial. The Americans re¬ 
fused to give him up, and consequently the trade was stopped. 
The Hong merchants wishing that the trade should go on, had 
told the captain mid supercargo of the ship that if they would 
give the man up to go to Canton to be examined he should be 
returned again, and the Hong merchants said that the Man¬ 
darins had promised that that should be the case; consequently 
the captain and supercargo allowed the man to go down, and 
in a few moments after lie landed at Canton he was strangled, 
and they sent word that they could take him away and bury him. 

1848. Had the captain and the supercargo no reason to sus¬ 
pect that he would not have a fair trial ?—They had no reason. 
The Hong merchants said that they were deceived by the 
Mandarins. A few days after that the American trade went 
on as usual. 

1849. Do you suppose that they were uot before aware of 

the nature of Chinese justice; that they did not know that they 
were not perfectly just, like other nations, in their trial of 
prisoners ?—I believe the captain and the supercargo of the ship 
had no doubt but that the man would be returned to t he ship 
again after he was examined. , 

1850. Is that fact now pretty well known among the x\meri- 
can ship-owners ?—Yes, 

185L It is presumed that they do not continue in their 
former ignorance with regard to the Chinese modes of justice? 
—No, I suspect not. 
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Do you know of the agreements made with respect to 2 Mar. 1830. 

the purchase of teas by Americans being regulated by the price - 

given by the Company ?—I have no knowledge of any such Cri >“' A - c, #' u 
transactions. 

1S53. Do you think that a trade with an assorted cargo could 
be carried on with any thing like the advantage of a trade in 
which the outward cargo consists of dollars?—I believe the 
Chinese like dollars better than they do almost any thing else. 

1854. Have not the Americans carried on that trade almost 
entirely since?—Mostly: some of our ships have taken British 
manufacture*!. 

1855. Have they found themselves the better for it?_I 

cannot say, having myself nothing to do with those transactions. 

Merchants .generally keep those things pretty much to them¬ 
selves, particularly if they are making a profit; and if they are 
losing, they say little about it. J 

1856. Do you know that that trade has been a losing trade? 

—I do not know whether it has been a losing or a profitable 
trade. I have frequently heard it discussed. 

1857. Can you say, when it was discussed, whether it was 
said to be a losing or a gaining trade?—There is a house which 
is remaining out there which has received a good many British 
goods from Liverpool. Mr. Dunn is the agent there; and ! 
think they must have made it profitable, because they still con¬ 
tinue to carry it on. 

1858. In the discussions at which you have been present 
have not you heard that it was a losing' trade?—Latterly they 
fiave said that there has been little or nothing gained by it. 

1859. Has there not been something lost?— I cannot sav 

that there has been much lost in the trade. ~ ‘ 

1860. Do you not believe that it has been a losing trade ?_ 

1 do not think it has, generally speaking. 

1861. Do you know why it has decreased so much?_In the 

article of British manufactures I do not think the trade has 
been decreased : to the best of my knowledge, there have been 
as many British manufactures sent out in American ships the 
last three or four years as the three or four years previous. 

1862. Have they been sold ?—I cannot say, not having been 
there the last three or four years. 

1863. Have you never heard it discussed whether those 
goods did find a market at Canton?—I know that a consider¬ 
able quantity has found a market; whether all that has been 
earned out, I cannot say. 

1864. Did you net hear that it was at very low prices ?—I 
cannot, say wftether the person was making a profit or Joss; at 
the time I was there it was considered profitable. 

1865. When were you there last?—In 1824. 
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1866. Since that time have you heard the matter disw* 

( -r-*No. • 

1867. Then you cannot say whether it has been a losing 
trade since that time?—I can say nothing upon that. 

1868. Is there any article.of manufacture in the United States 
which is calculated for the India or the China market?—There 
is the article of white cotton goods. 

1869. Has that been sent out in large quantities?—There 
have been considerable shipments made to China. 

1870. Did it appear to you that the Chinese government was 
anxious to increase its foreign trade ?—I believe they are aware 
of* the advantages of a foreign trade, 

1871. Do you think they would be as desirous as America, 
or England, or Holland would be, to increase their foreign 
trade?—I should think very likely they would. They seem 
to be aware of the advantages of a foreign trade as well as other 
people. 

1872. Have they any shipping carrying merchandize to 
foreign ports of Europe or America?—Their shipping carry 
merchandize, but not to Europe or America 

1878. Do you believe that if the demand for fine teas in¬ 
creased, the supply could be readily brought up to reach such 
demand ?—1 cannot answer that question, having so little know¬ 
ledge of the way in which the teas are manufactured. 

1871. Do you believe that an additional number of ships 
trading to Canton would lower the profits so much as to render 
the trade a bad one to carry on ?—I should think a considerable 
increase of trade there would" lower the profits. 

1875. Are the American traders tq China alarmed lest the 
British trade with China should be thrown open to the public ? 
—I think not. 

1876. Have you been at Sincapore and Siam?—I h|ye 

3877: Have you found any quantity of Chinese"junks there ? y 
—At Sitffn a large quantity. 

.1878, What quantity have you ever seen there at one time ? 
■*~I should think eighty. 

1879. Of what size?—Some of them would carry 700 or 800 
tons, and some others perhaps 200 or 300. 

1880. Do those junks carry on an extensive trade with dif¬ 
ferent parts of China besides Canton?—They are principally 
from other parts; very few from Canton. 

1881. Do they import teas in any considerable quantities 

into Siam ?—They do. . . 

1882. What amount of teas do you think at any one time 
you have known to-be in Siam, imported by thosc iunks ?~~ 

I hat would be a difficult question. ' 
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)id you End any Chinese tea there?—A large quan- 
^should have no difficulty at any time in loading one, 
37 or three ships of the size that I had there. 

1884. What quality of tea ?—Principally black teas: souchong 
and congo of very good quality. 

1885. Have you ever bought any tea there ?—Only for my 
ship’s use. 

1886. What did you find to be the price of the same quality 
of tea, as compared with that which you purchased at Canton ? 
—•The price was very little increased above what I could get the 
same tea for at Canton. 

1887. Do you conceive that tea might be imported into Eng¬ 
land from Siam, or any of the easternis lands, at a cheaper rate 
than that at which it is now Imported from Canton?—I should 
think not. I should think it would be imported cheaper direct 
from China, unless there was more carried to those places than 
was wanted for the supply. 

1888. Do you think that the communication from Siam to 
the other ports of China besides Canton, by means of junks, 
affords any prospect of a market for British or American goods 
in China?—I believe by the junks there is considerable trade 
carried on to all the ports. 

1889. Do not some of those junks sail for the provinces of 
Kiangnan and Fokien?—They do. 

1890. Are not those provinces where tea is grown?—I can¬ 
not say precisely. 

J891. Have you ever been on board of a junk ?—Many. 

1892. Are you aware that every junk contains a great variety 
of individual merchants, who carry their investment down, and 
after disposing of it return to the port from whence they came ? 
—They do : a junk is cut up into small apartments and let out 
to individual merchants* 

1893. From what ports eastward of Canton on the Chinese 
coast do those junks principally come?—I do not know the 
names of many of the ports. Chicho is a place of considerable 
trade; the names of the other places I do not know. 

1894. Have you on board of* those junks bought or sold any 
article?—No, I have not. 

1895. Then you are not aware how far those individuals are 
shrewd and keen merchants ?—I have traded with the junk 
people on shore, and they are very keen and shrewd in their 
trade. 

1896. What cargoes do those junks usually take back from 
Siam and Sincapore?— They take sugar, horns, hides, ivory, 
and spices ; and from Sincapore they take rattans and pepper : 
vvhethcr they take British piece-goods I cannot state. 
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1897s Do you know whether .they take any quantity of hides' ? 
-—A considerable quantity of hides. 

1898, You have stated that the Company's large snips are 
obliged from their size to go below the second bar in the Canton 
river before they complete their cargo ; are you aware whether* 
that incurs a very considerable increased expense in loading the 
cargo?—I believe it does not increase the expense of loading. 

1899. You have stated that you believe opium is the principal 
thing smuggled by the American ships; when you hare been 
there, have you not seen a number of ^English opium-traders 
lying outside the river?—I have seen one or two, not a number; 
I think at one time I saw three English opium vessels lying 
there. 

1900. From what you saw when you were there, do you 
consider there is more opium smuggled by the Americans than 
by the English ?—I think there is more by the English we 
have generally only one vessel, and the British have two or 
three. 

1901, You have mentioned an unfortunate occurrence which 
happened with reference to an Italian at Canton .* since you 
knew any thing about Canton, have you ever heard of any simi¬ 
lar occurrence with any American ship ? —I never have 

3902,. Has any other occurrence ever taken place to stop the 
trade at Canton?—Not with the Americans ; I believe with the 
English an occurrence did take place of some man -of-war, some 
frigate, killing some men ; they wanted the other men sent 
out; some two or three men that were killed by the British 
frigate, 

1903. Did that stop the American trade?—It did not stop the 
American trade, but the Company’s servants left Canton, 1 be¬ 
lieve, on account of it, 

1904. Is it not the fact that they would not deliver them up, 
and that they succeeded in their opposition to that demand?— 
They did. 

1905. What is the name of the port in Siam to which you 
have referred as being resorted to by the Chinese ?—Bankok. 

3906. What goods do the Chinese junks generally take there 
from China ?—They take teas, and earthenware, and preserves. 

1907. Much tea?—Considerable quantity of goods. 

1908. Were those junks Chinese junks, or Cochin-Chinese 
junks ?—Mostly Chinese. Last year there were no Cochin- 
Chinese, in consequence of difficulties between the Siamese and 
the Cochin-Chinese. 

1909. Ha3 the number of Chinese increased of late years at 
Bankok and Sincapore ?-*■1 cannot say whether they have 
or not. 

1910. As you had no supercargo on your second voyage, did 
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any difficulty in making your selections of teas?— 

19 Ilf In what, way did you proceed to make those selections ? tapi ' A> °^ lu " 
—I opened a number of chests of each‘chop, and by having a 
parcel of cups, weighed a certain portion, and drew the tea by 
putting boiling water on it. One method of trying the quality 
of tea is by rubbing it in the hand. 

1912. You do not think any difficulty would be found by any 
person conversant with the trade in making those selections ?~— 

Not more than other articles of trade* 

1913. When you spoke of tea being brought cheaper direct 
from Canton to England, than if it came through the circuitous 
channel of Sincapore did you at that time contemplate the 
prices at which it is sold by the East-India Company, or the 
prices at which it would be brought by other traders ?—I looked 
at the prices now paid by the East-India Company. 

1914. Have you never heard that the Americans applied to 
the Company’s Factory to aid them in their intercourse with the 
Chinese authorities ? - Not to my knowledge. They may have 
done so, but I never heard of it. 

1915. Have you made any computation of the amount per 
pound of the freignt of tea in your vessels ?—l have not. I 
should think about "four or five cents would *be a fair freight per 
pound ; that is about 2\(L 

1916. You said that your cargoes to America were principally 
black tea ; have you found the importation of black tea the most 
profitable?— Not for the American market; but the black teas 
were selected for the Dutch market. 

1917. When you spoke of the rate of insurance being lower 
on American vessels than on British, did you mean the insurance 
in America ?—I meant in America only. I presume it would 
not be less in England. 

1918. You were understood to say, that that insurance would 
depend upon a knowledge of the character of the person that 
should have the command of the vessel?—Considerably. 

1919. And, of course, that knowledge could be better ob¬ 
tained as respecting an American, than as respecting any 
foreigner in America ?—Certainly. 


Joins, 4° dicMartii 1880. 

Mr. JOHN AKEN called in, and examined. 

1920. You reside at Wapping ?—I do. 4 Mar, mo. 

1921. You were formerly master of the Investigator, a dis- Ur ^ Ake ^ 
covery ship ?—1 was. 

1922. After that did you command a ship trading between 
India and China?—I did. 
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1928. Wbat wa£ the name of that ship ? — The Exmout 

1924. Hgjir many voyages did you perform In the Exmoulh 
between India and China ?—Two. 

1925. In what years ?—In 1817; 1818, and 1819. 

1926. Wbat did your cargo consist of to China ?—Principally 
' cotton; tliere were also opium, and put chick, a. species of dye, 

I think, Tor the nankeen. 

1927. Is it a vegetable or a mineral dye Vegetable. 

1928. Do you know whether that dye is used any where but 
in China ?-—I cannot say. The other articles were steel, nut¬ 
megs! cloves, rattans, and saltpetre. 

1$29. What was the sort of steel that you took ?—It is gene¬ 
rally the cast steel; it is sometimes blistered steel: we took both 
kinds of steel. 

1930. Was it in the manufactured articles ?—No, in stftail 
bars. 

1931. Was that steel the produce of India?—No, imported 
into Calcutta from England. 

1932. Through whom did you generally transact your busi¬ 
ness at Canton •? — The Hong merchants. 

1933. Did you ever find any difficulty in trading with the out¬ 
side merchants?—Not the least. 

1934. \gu have often traded with them ?—With both. 

1935. In what way do you select the Hong merchant with 
whom you shall trade?—We generally, on our arrival, agree 
with those that will give us the most for our cargo, and the 
person that takes the cargo is the person that becomes security 
to the government. 

1936. Did you give him any advantage in your dealing to 
induce him to become the .security merchant?—Nothing. 

1937. Do you pay him any fee ?—None. 

1938. Do you find that some of the merchants are always 
willing to become security for the ships arriving there upon those 
terms?—Always. 

1939. Wbat was the size of the Exmouth ?—695 Calcutta 
tons; in English measurement she was 725. 

1940. What is the reason for the difference between the Cal¬ 
cutta and the English measurement ?--1 cannot say that: it is 
some little difference in taking the length of the keel 

1941. In what way do the Chinese measure the vessels ?— 
The Chinese measure the vessels from the centre of b the inizen- 
mast to the centre of the foremast, and they take the extreme 
breadth close behind the mainmast, and multiply them together, 
and divide the product by ten,to give the measurement. 

1942. Are all the charges excepting the cumshaw paid upon 
a ship hi the port of Canton, proportioned to the size of‘the 
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think they are; there may be some little difference, 4 
'must be merely casual expenses. Mr" 

1943. Will you state what the cunishaw is ?«—The cunishaw 
is a present, 

1944. What does it amount to ?—1,950 dollars. 

1945. Is that the same upon all ships?—It, is. 

1946. Do you know when that cunshaw originated ?~Tn 1704. 

1947. Do you know at whose instigation. it originated ?—-I 
have often beard it said, both in China and in India, that the 
supercargoes gave this to the superior Mandarins, to induce them 
to show them favour, which they supposed they had some profit 
by: it has continued/ and now it has become the law there; 
they demand it from all ships. 

1948. Do you know whether that present is paid to the 
government or paid to the individual Mandarins?—I think it is 
principally amongst the Mandarins: but there is a part of it 
goes to government, and then it is divided amongst the different 
Mandarins. All the officers in China are called Mandarins. 

1949. Are there not other duties paid there for the compra¬ 
dore?— The compradore has his fees ; his fees are generally 300 
or 400 dollars; but there is a sum paid to the compradore, for 
different duties, which I am not acquainted with. The com- 
pradore’s altogether generally amounts to nearly 2,000 dollars. 

1950. Does that sum of 2,000 dollars form a part of the port 
charges at Canton ?—It does. 

1951. What was the whole amount of the expenses of the 
Exmouth at Canton on each voyage ?—About 9,000 dollars. 

1952. In what year was that?—That was in 18,18 and 1819, 

1953. To whom were the goods that you took out to Canton 
sold?-—I sold them to the Hong merchants. 

1954. Was any charge made for commission by the Hong 
merchants ? — Not any. 

1955. Do the outside merchants charge any commission upon 
sales and purchases?—None at all. 

1956. Have you ever consigned any part of your cargo to 
resident English or other foreign merchants ?—Yes; to the 
American consul, 

1957. Can you state the amount of his charges on that con¬ 
signment ?—Three and a half per cent, on the sale price at 
Canton. 

1958. What was the charge of the American consul for nego¬ 
tiating bill#?—One per cent. 

1959 # What was his charge upon goods purchased?-—Two 
and a half per cent, upon the invoice price. 

1960, Do you consider the charges on shipping at Canton to 
be high or otherwise.?—I think they are very moderate, con- 
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sidermg that there is no more paid for a rich cargo than for a 
vessel arriving in ballast. It is no matter what cargo you take 
there, the same duties are paid; if you take a very rich cargo, 
the duties come to very little indeed. 

1961. The port charges, then, do not vary in proportion to 
the value of the cargo, but only to the admeasurement of the 
ship ?—That is all. 

1962. Is there or not a facility in transacting business in the 
port of Canton ?- Great facility. 

1963. Do you conceive thefe is as great facility in transacting 
business in the port of Canton as in any other port with which 
you are acquainted ?—I think more; 

1964. As much as there is in India ?‘—*A great deal more. 

1965. Is there as much facility in transacting business In 
Canton as in ports in England ?—Yes, and a great deal more. 

I960. Why is it that you should say there is more facility 
You have nothing to do but with one man, and when you on.ct 
get your bargain made you have no trouble whatever. 

1967. Are the cargoes of ships easily discharged ?— Very 
easily. We do not lie very near to Canton ; we arc about eight 
miles from Canton, at a place called Whampoa. 

1968. Then they are discharged by means of lighters?—They 

are. : _ ' ^ 

I960. And loaded in the same way ?—Yes. 

1970. Do you conceive that the Hong merchants are liberal 
in their dealings or otherwise ?—Very liberal. 

1971. Should you place confidence in their honesty and 
honour?—I have every reason to believe they are honest in 
every respect, 

1972. Do you find them cautious in making their bargains ?—•• 
Very cautious. 

1973. Did tliey adhere to those contracts which they entered 
into?—Yes,; I. scarcely ever knew of any person ever suffering 
by them at all 

1974. What, should you say, in that respect, with regard to 
the outside merchants The outside merchants are people that 
you can scarcely ever tell what character they are of, unless 
you have dealt with them once or twice j if you deal with a 
stranger you may be minus, and it often requires caution. 

1975. It is presumed that the outside merchants, like other 
merchants, contain an admixture of good and bad?~~No doubt.. 

1976. -'And some of them are very respectable ?—They are. 
.>19/7. Would you as soon deal with an outside merchant as 

you \ycmld wit ha Hong merchant?—No, I would not. 

1978. Supposing you had dealings with an outside merchant, 
and'found him to be a man of respectability, you would then 
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are many of them that I have dealt with, that I would as soon 
deal with as any persons. 

1979. Do you consider the navigation to Canton easy ?—■ Very 

easy. 1 ' ' v , / ;■ ' ,A' ; i , > 

1980. Have you ever had any unpleasant occurrence with 
your crew when at Canton ?—Not any. 

1981. What was the description of your crew?—Lascars, and 
some Europeans* 

3982. Of what nation?—A mixture of almost oil nations; 
some Portuguese, and some Spaniards, and some Englishmen. 
We generally took six Europeans in the country ships just for 
steering the ship, what they call sea-cunnies. I had six jfoung 
men with me that I took from here as apprentices, who acted as 
mates or midshipmen. 

1983. Were those young men Englishmen ?—They were 
Englishmen. 

1984. Arc the sea-cunnies Europeans They are some of 
them Portuguese Indians. 

1985. Are they not all Indian Portuguese ?—Some' of them 
are European Portuguese. 

1986. Should you not think a mixed crew of that kind quite 
as difficult to manage as a crew consisting of Eng!>h jailors?— 
No, I do not think they are; English sailors would be worse -to 
manage, I think. 

1987. Should you imagine that, with proper care and atten¬ 
tion, whatever might be the crew of the ship arriving at Canton, 
there would be any reason to apprehend any impediment to the 
trade on account of the conduct of that crew 1 '?—Not the least. 

198S, Have any difficulties been encountered on account of 
the present freedom of trade between India and China in the 
-port, of Canton ?—Not any. 

1989. Do you conceive there would be any reason to appre¬ 
hend difficulties, provided the trade between England and China 
was as free as the trade between India and China ?—Not the 
least. The Company’s ships are all navigated by Englishmen, 
and the Americans are all navigated by their own people, and I 
have never seen much difference between the American and the 
Company’s seamen. 

1990. Do you imagine that the English seamen are inferior in 
point of character and conduct to the American seamen?—I do 
not see much difference. 

199.1, Hstveyou earned, opium to China?—Yes. 

1992. Can you state any quantity that you have ever car¬ 
ried?—I have carried about 100 chests, 

1993. It that opium smuggled into China?—It is. 
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30. 1994. Who takes the risk of the sm uggling ?—The person to 

whom we sell it. 

1995. To whom is it commonly sold ?~It is generally sold to 
outside men. 

1996. Do the Hong ever purchase opium ?—I believe not, 

1997. Do you know how the outside merchant introduces it 
into China?—lam not acquainted with that. 

1998. Is not it a fact, that they bring the boats alongside, 
and then it is thrown out of the ship into the boats ?—-Yes. 
When I sold my opium I gave an order upon the chief ’officer to 
deliver it, but the person to whom I sold it takes the risk en¬ 
tirely in taking it from the ship; he pays me for it before he 
gets the order. 

1999. What does he generally pay you with?—In dollars or 
Sycee. 

2000. Do you happen to know the method by which the 
opium is smuggled into the country ?—They take it from along** 
side in smuggling boats that are well manned and armed, and 
there are a great manj^ rivers, branches, and islands and diffe¬ 
rent places, and they put off directly with it, and they set all 
the government boats at defiance. I have seen that myself, I 
have seen four mandarin boats surrounding my ship when I had 
thirty chests of opium to smuggle, and I was prevented from 
going to sea on account of the opium, and I sold it to the peo¬ 
ple. I went down myself and saw the way that they smuggled 
it. They stripped the chest entirely away, and took nothing 
but the opium, and put it into the bags, and we open the lower- 
deck port, and in one moment they put the opium into the 
boat, and all hands are off in a moment. We did that in a 
very heavy shower of rain. There was a cry out about three 
minutes afterwards, but the boat was gone like a shot. 

2001. Were the mandarins" boats lying near?—One was ly¬ 
ing a-head touching the ship, another was lying at the stern, 
and another was lying upon the opposite side. 

2002. They were there to prevent smuggling ?—Yes. 

2006 Do you obtain greater or less price for your opium in 
proportion to the degree of vigilance of the mandarin boats?— 
No, I never knew any difference made on that account. 

2004. If the mandarin boats had not been there, should you 
have obtained a larger price?—I do not think we should have 
got more. They always make certain of it; and it always struck 
me, that there was an understanding between the smugglers 
and the mandarin boats : there is an apparent vigilance kept up 
which has no existence in my opinion. I have been told so by 
a number of people. 

2005* Might not other commodities, of small bulk, be intro- 
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> China by the same —Eahould think they 

could, very easily. 

2006. Do you happen to know whether it is a practice with 
regard to any other commodities except opium Saltpetre, 
which is a bulky article, is smuggled. 1 used tp smuggle it 
my sell’; at least, I carried it there, and it was smuggled by the 
people to whom I sold it. 

2007. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ?—No, you 
can sell it to the government if you please ; but we cannot sell 
it so well to the government. We can generally get about two 
dollars a pecul by smuggling it. 

2008. Is that on account of the duty paid to government? — 
I think it is. 

2009. Have you known of any other article being smuggled ? 
—I think sometimes broadcloth is smuggled. 

2010. By the Americans or the English ?—By the English. 
I once carried two bales of cloth, and it was smuggled, I know : 
but wherefore I cannot say, because it did not belong to me. 

2011. Do you happen to know whether the cargoes of goods 
which go from England on board of the American ships are 
introduced into China legally, or are smuggled ?—I cannot say ; 
but I really believe that they, are introduced legally, because I 
have been acquainted with so many American supercargoes, 
that I thmk I must have heard of it if it had been otherwise. 

2012. With respect to the opium that you carried out to 
China, was that purchased at the Company’s public sales ?— 
Yes, at Calcutta. 

2013. Can you state with respect to the value of the opium, 
whether the Malwa opium is better than that grown in Bengal ? 
—The Patna opium is the best. 

2014*. What is the next in point of quality?—I believe the 
Malwa they like the best in China. The Turkish opium has 
come there within these last ten years, and is likely to super¬ 
sede the Bengal opium. The Chinese did not like it in the 
first instance, but I believe now they are more reconciled to 
it, they like it equally well, and it is much cheaper. That has 
done a great deal ofharm to the sale of the Bengal opium. 

2015. Is any Turkish opium introduced through any of the 
Company’s ships into China ?—Not unless it is smuggled. 

2016. Should you reckon the Malwa opium the least good of 
those you have mentioned? —I know nothing but of the Patna 
opium ; that was the only opium that I had any thing to do 
with. We generally used to buy it in Bengal from 1,900 to 2,000 
rupees a chest; and we generally used to get 1,200 to 1,400 
dollars for it in China, sometimes 1.500 dollars. 

2017. Is the opium sold at Bombay lower in price than that 
sold at Calcutta ?—I believe it is. 

2 F 
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20IB. Aire you no*. aware that all the opium which. oM«k 
from Bombay is Malvva opium ?—It may be, and I dare say it 
i# ; but I am not acquainted/ at all with Bombay. I have been 
very little on that side. 

2919. Where did you effect your purchases of opium in India 
for the China trade?—They were generally made at the Com¬ 
pany’s sales. 

2020. Are those purchases made avowedly and openly for 
the China trade?—I believe so. We clear out with the opium 
in the ship. It is well known by the Company that we take it 
to China. 

2021. Do the opium chests bear the Company’s mark ?— 
Yes. 

2022. Before they are sold in China, is the opium changed 
from those chests into any other packages ?—-No, they are sold 
in the original packages. 

2023. Are they sold in China in any mode of packing bearing 
the Company’s mark ? - Yes, they are sold with the Company’s 
mark on, them in China. 

2024*. Is the Company’s mark upon the chests of opium, or 
upon the packet of opium ?—Upon the chests. They strip the 
chest way entirely when they take it away, and throw it over¬ 
board ; and it is then put into bags. 

2025. Then nothing bearing the Company ’s mark goes ashore 
in China ?—Nothing at all: we strip it and throw the chests 
overboard, and destroy them as soon as we can. 

2026. Then the purchaser looks at the mark, and it gives 
confidence to him ?—His confidence is generally placed in the 
seller. 

2027. Is not the opium sold at the Company’s sales made up 
in bales of the most convenient size and shape for 

into China ? —Yes, it is. 

2028. Have you ever purchased any tea at Canton ?—! have 
both black and green. 

2029. From whom have you purchased it ? — Both from the 
Hong and the outside merchants. 

2030. Have you ever found any difficulty in getting the tea 
you wanted to purchase ?—Not the least. 

2031. Is not there a certificate given in the opium chest con¬ 
taining the name of the Company’s opium agent and a state¬ 
ment of the weight ?—There is; that is in the inside of the 
chests. 

2032. Is that certificate communicated to the Chinese mer¬ 
chants who deal in the opium ?~~No, the person that purchases 
it never looks at it at all ; but I remember seeing them broken 
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id I remember seeing a paper of that description in the 4 MofcT : 
of the chest. 


$03$. Is the tea purchased as you have described packed and 
sent on board by the merchan t of whom it Is purchased ?—It is. 

2034. A nd that, merchant is responsible for t he quality of the 
tea so sent ? —When I have been purchasing from an outside 
merchant, I have generally wished to have the chest opened here and 
there ; and he has been always very willing to do so, to examine it. 

2035. Did you ever find any chest of tea inferior in quality 
to the sample which you have purchased ?—I never did, 

2036. Do you know whether any custom prevails in China of 
returning two chests for one, whereon adulterated chest of tea 
is given to the purchaser ?—I have not heard of that; l have 
heard that there have been some tricks occasionally, hut l be¬ 
lieve In a very triding degree. 

2037. Do you conceive the tea that you purchased at Canton 
was as good, in proportion to the description of the tea, ts that 
which you purchase in England ?— Equally so. 

2038. What have you paid for the gunpowder tea at Can toft? 
— From 60 to 65 Spanish dollars for the best, per pecul; gun¬ 
powder tea can be got for less. 

2039. And what fur the best black tea ?—Tha best bfeick tea, 
from 40 to 45. 

2040. How do you generally pay for that tea?—We some¬ 
times pay for it in barter, but generally in dollars. 

204L Do you buy it .cheaper when you pay for it In dollars 
than when } r ou pay for it in barter?—That is a matter I can 
hardly say, because when you pay for it in barter, you can 
hardly put the dollars in competition with it. 

2042. You do not find it difficult to take tea in exchange for 
goods from the merchants ?—No, very easy. 

2043. In the year 1819, could your ship have been chartered 
from Canton to some port on the continent of Europe, if you 
had been permitted to do so ?—Yes. 

2044. Would that have been a profitable’ voyage, to the ship ? 
—Very profitable. 

2045. Who would have taken up the ship at that time ?—A 
Prussian merchant at Canton, 

2046. What would he have paid per ton for it ?—£25. 

2047. Did you request permission to undertake that voyage ? 
—Yes, I applied to the supercargoes. 

2048. Dio you obtain that permission ?—No. 

2049. To what port of Europe w as it proposed to charter the 
vessel? - -To Hamburgh, I think. 

2050. Is the country trade carried on almost entirely by the 
free-traders from Irrdia and China?—Yes. 
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came before the King In council, and the ship was afterwards 
liberated. 

2079. What was the date of that?—I think it must have 
been about 1823; a ship called the Lady Fora. 

2080. Where did that ship bring the tea from ? -^From Canton* 

2081. Was the tea allowed to be sold at the Cape?—Yes, I 
believe it was sold there. The ship was seized, and the cargo 
too. She had very little tea in, but she had a great many 
things that she brought direct from China. The question came 
before the court, and I was one of the evidence before the 
court. The fiscal brought a chart, and lie asked me if I could 
make it out that the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate 
port: and I asked at what time of the year the ship left Canton, 
and it appeared that it was the contrary monsoon to come down 
the China seas, and I said yes; that Captain Balsam, of the 
Lady Flora, perhaps lmd come round Cape Horn, and therefore 
the Cape of Good Hope was an intermediate port. 

2082. What was the decision ?—They decided against the 
ship. The ship was seized and her cargo also; bat they gave 
bond, and it was about three years afterwards decided by the 
King in council, and the ship was liberated again. 

2083. Was the cargo allowed to be sold at the Cape of Good 
Hope ?—It was. 

2084. Have you ever purchased gunpowder tea at Canton to 
be sold at Penang ?—Yes. 

2085. What did you sell that tea fbr at Penang?—About 76 
Spanish dollars per pecol. 

2086. Was a profit realized by you upon that sale of tea ?—•! 
generally used to make about 15 per cent, 

2087. Can you state the price of tea of similar quality at the 
Cape of Good Hope ?—The price of gunpowder tea at the Cape 
of Good Hope was about six dollars, or nine shillings per pound. 
Besides the government duty of 10 per cent, the Company pay 
about five or six per cent, for the auction duties at the Cape. 
They oblige them to sell all by auction, therefore they collect 
tlie duties upon the auction sales. 

20S8. Then the whole duties paid upon the sale of tea would 
be 16 per cent. ?—That is paid by the Company. 

2089. Can you tell what the duties are paid at Penang?— 
Upon tea I cannot say. 1 think the people who purchased from 
me always paid (ho duty themselves. I believe it is very trifling. 

2090. It is not so much at Penang as at the Cape of Good 
Hope, is it ?—Perhaps not so much. 10 percent, is but very 
small upon tea. 

2091. Is not tea a very common beverage in China Yes, 
the black tea is a very common beverage. Every Chinese house 
you go into, there is the tea always on a sideboard, as a bever- 
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^ In Uje teapot, and you may help yourself to a glass of tea 
liny time you please ; it is always in the room* 

„ 2992,. Do they drink it. without any admixture ?—They some- 
tnnes have a little sugar, and sometimes not; there are a groat 
many drink it without any sugar. ’ 

2093, Do the Chinese drink green tea ?—I think not. 

2094, Do the neighbouring nations?—I think not. I think 
t hey general! y drink black tea. 

2095, Supposing the trade between England and China were 
more completely free, do you imagine that the Company would, 
under the present state of things, be able to carry on their trade ? 
- they might carry it on, but I believe with a loss. I mean so 
far as regards their present, establishments. If their establish¬ 
ments were to be as great, as they are at present, there must be 
a loss. 

Could they continue to pay the present amount of 
freight that they pay between England and Chirm ?~~Nc, Ido 
not think they could. 

2097. What is the amount of freight ?~I cannot say exactly 
what^ the freights are, but I know they are much greater than 
any free-traders can possibly get. 

2098. What is the present amount of freight between England 
and Calcutta ?—About £4 to M. 10s. a ton, out and home, 
with what we cab dead weight; heavy goods and light goods, 
i he average of £4 out and £4 home, is the general rate of freight. 

2099. Do you happen to know the rate of freight paid by 
the Company in a voyage from England to Canton?~1 do not 
know. 

2100. What would be the rate of insurance upon a ship from 
England to Calcutta?—I think about three to three and a half 
per cent. 

2101. You have stated that you live at Wappingv what kind 
of life are you now in ?—A sail-maker, ship-chandler, and 
provisioner. 

2102. Have you ever shipped any goods to India lately ?_No. 

, 2103. From what source is your knowledge of this freight 
derived?—I am every day upon the Royal Exchange. 

2104. You have stated that you were at the Cape from 1821 
to 1828, had you a partner there ?—Yes. 

2105. What was his name?—-Monteith. 

2106. What did you deal in principally there ?—In India 
goods principally; we had two brigs that traded between Cal¬ 
cutta and the Cape with India goods. 

2107. You have given the Committee information as to the 
China trade between the years 1817 and 1819; have you had 
any knowledge of the China trade personally subsequently to 
the year 1819?— No ; I knew very little about it, except from 
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having seen persons coming past that I have asked question 
? r JAfon k Ut * ^ad no P er8ona * knowledge since 1819. 

2108. Do you know Mr. John Bagshaw, formerly of Cal¬ 
cutta ?—Yes, 

2109. Was he a consigner of goods to your house?—No* he 
was not. 

2110. You had no goods in the hands of yourself and your 
partner belonging to Mr. Bagshaw at any time, had you ?— No. 

2111. Had you any dealings with Mr. Bagshaw ?—No. 

2112. With respect to the tea you saw at the Cape coming 
from England, what year was that in?—I think it was in 1826, 
but I am not certain as to that point. 

2113. By what ship did it arrive ?—I cannot say, but it was 
consigned to Messrs. Borradaile, Thompson, and rillans, at the 
Cape. 

2114. Do you know the quantity of tea?—I cannot say the 
quantity, but I should say twenty chests, or something of that 
kind ; it was but a small quantity. 

2115. Had you any means of seeing the quality ?—No I had 
not. 

2116. .And you have no knowledge what it sold Tor ?—-No, I 
had not the least. 

2117. Was not the importation from England of the tea to 
which you have referred, because of its being of a superior 
quality to that which usually came from China? - I did not know 
the cause : they expected they could import it from England, 
and sell it at the Cape cheaper than what the Company did. 

2118. The quality being the same ? —The quality being the 
same. 

2119. Do not you know that the usual mode of navigating the 
country ships is without any Europeans on board, except the 
captain and the officers?—Both my voyages to China we had 
two Europeans among the sea-cunnies. 

2120. Were they Europeans or half-caste ?—They gave them¬ 
selves out as Europeans, and I believe they were. 

2121. Were not the crew all Lascars?—All Lascars. 

2122. What sized vessel do you consider most convenient for 
carrying on the Canton trade?—At that time I think vessels of 
600 or 700 tons were the best for that, 

2123. You say at that time; has your opinion varied since 
that time?—No, I have not any opinion different from what I 
had at that time. I have been told that they do navigate now 
with smaller ships than they use to do; but my reason for hav¬ 
ing a larger ship was, that the duties being nearly the same in 
some things, we reckoned that the expenses were lessened by 
having them in large ships. 
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l i there any other duty but the cumshawwhich is the * Mar- IB-10 

I believe nothing but the cumshaw. 

, , , , , _ rr „ Mr, John Aketi, 

2125, To whom did that vessel belong?—The agents were 
Alexander and Co.; she belonged to me and a house at Liver¬ 
pool. 

212th In Canton did you do your own business, or was it done 
by a country agent there ?—The first voyage I consigned my 
ship to the American consul, a Mr. Wilcox; but I found the 
business so very easily done, that I transacted my own business 
afterwards. 

2127. Do you consider that you could do your business there 
to the same advantage as it was done by the resident agent ?— 

Equally so. 

2128. Did that arise from your own knowledge of the place, 
or do you suppose that any captain coming there for the first 
time would do his business there as easily?—I think equally so. 

2129. How came you to select an American house ; had you 
any reason for not taking any of the English houses of agency? 

••—There was no English house there. There were Englishmen, 
but they were under the foreign flag: no Englishman is allowed 
to remain at Canton. 

2130. Do you mean to say there were no English houses of 
agency established at Canton ?■—None ; they are not permitted 
by the Company. 

2131. Were there not English houses acting under foreign 
fklgs ?—Yes. 

2132. Houses of respectability ?—Houses of respectability. 

2133. And doing considerable business ?—Doing a great deal 
of business. 

2134. Was Mr. Davison there at that time, and doing a great 
deal of business ?—Yes, 1 knew both the Davisons. 

2135. Do you consider that you bought your teas as advan¬ 
tageously as the Company’s Factory bought them ?—I should 
think not. I think the Company could purchase their teas 
cheaper than we could, because they had greater facilities. 

The Select Committee is there the whole year, and they cer¬ 
tainly can purchase their tea cheaper, because they take such 
large quantities, 

2136. So that you think the Company, in consequence of 
their being such large dealers, can command the article at 
better prices than individuals?—I think they can. 

2137. Does not sometimes the fact of your wanting large 
quantities tend to enhance the price to the buyer?—No; I 
cannot say that it does ; there generally is a price put upon it 
after it comes into the Hong, which they do not deviate from. 

But the Company, I believe, barter a good deal; I have been 
informed so by the supercargoes. 
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2138* Do you think the teas are bough*, upon better terms hy 
being contracted for the year before ?—I should think so, 

2139, You think that the contracting is a better system with 
the Chinese than buying updn the spot ?—I should think it is. 

2140. Do you think the Company gets a better quality of tea 
than the free-traders ?—I think nor, I have had my informa¬ 
tion upon that point from the American supercargoes ; and Mr, 
Wilcox, who was a very well-informed man, told me that lie 
could buy teas of as good quality as any of the Company; he 
has been frequently there in the Company's stores, when they 
have been tasting the teas, and he declared to me that he could 
buy as good teas, and that he had sent to America teas equally 
as good as the Company's: but what terms the Company have 
purchased their teas upon, I am not informed. 

2141- Is that speaking of tea generally, or black tea or green 
tea ?—Of tea generally. But the free-traders would have a 
great advantage over the Company, which would more than 
compensate, I think, by coming cheaper, not having such a 
large establishment, and having their ships at a less freight. 
The Company’s establishment there is immense, and is a very 
heavy expense, which the free-trader would not have; andf 1 
think the free-trader could come into the market and dispose of 
all his teas in Europe at a cheaper rate than the. Company 
could. 

2142. Do you consider that, as far as concerns the mete 
dealing with the Chinese, the Company can do it better than 
individual merchants can do it?—I think they can, under the 
present system. 

2143. Do the Factory, upon the whole, rather impede the 
private trade, or do they protect and encourage it ?—They do 
neither the one nor the other. They take care that you do not 
take any more tea from China than your license allows you. 
You are obliged to report to the chief supercargo the cargo 
that you bring to China, and also what you take away ; and if 
we do any thing at ail derogatory to their directions, or the in¬ 
structions we receive, they will foreclose the bonds which we 
are under at Calcutta, which I think is two lacks ; a lack for 
the captain and a lack for the merchant, 

2144. Are they at all vexatious in their interference with 
you?—-Not the least; they are very liberal; they behave ex¬ 
ceedingly well to all the country captains. 

2145. You do not consider them as going out of their way to 
molest you?—Not at ail. 

2146. From your experience of the >:rade of those seas, do 
yqn think that if the China trade were entirely thrown open, 
branches of trade would not spring up which are now kept 
under by the monopoly ?—There is not the least doubt of it. 
In all the coast of Cochin China I have turned down with the 
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_ _ /th with a foul wind, and I have turned into several fine 4 
__Sours ill the way along the coast ; we turned into six or ^ 
seven clitferent harbours along the coast, and I am sure there" 
might be a great trade carried on if those ports were open : and 
not only that but with the great islands of Japan, which we have 
no communication with whatever. I have often thought that if 
an embassy was sent to Japan, and a favourable result ensued, 
there would be no doubt an immense trade; for those people are 
now emerging to civilization, and I have often thought that a very 
great trade might be carried on there. If an English whaler, 
by accident, be cast away there, they use them very ill, and 
murder them generally ; but the Dutch carry on a great trade 
there from Batavia. 

2147. When you speak of the monopoly being an impediment, 
do you mean the restrictions which now exist by law to the free 
trade in those seas?—That is what I mean. 

£148. Do not you think there might be considerable trade 
with the Philippine Islands ?—A great trade might be carried 
on with the Philippine Islands and the coast, of Borneo. 

2149. Do not you think that the ingenuity arising from a 
free exertion of private interest frequently starts means of trade 
to merchants which were unknown before ?—Yes, which had no 
existence before, no doubt of it; a great deal might be done if 
the trade were open. 

2150. Is there any trade at present between Mexico and 
Canton ?—Not from Mexico, that I know of; but there is a 
great trade carried on by the Americans from the north-west 
coast of America to Canton. 

2151. Do you know any thing of that trade?—Yes; both 
the voyages that I was In China several small vessels came there, 
from 250 to 350 tons, and they had generally furs and some 
fine oil, which they sold at Canton, and purchased cargoes, and 
went home to America. 

2152. Do you know from what part of America they came ? 

—From Nootka Sound and Cook a Inlet. 

2153. Is that trade at present entirely confined to the Ame¬ 
ricans ?—Entirely, because an English vessel cannot go to Can¬ 
ton at all: that was one of the greatest grievances that I saw. 

2154. Do not you think that English shipping would, if that 
trade were open, have the same advantage with the Americans 
in carrying on the north-west trade with China?—Yes; no 
doubt about it. 

2155. Did you understand that to be a very profitable trade 
to the Americans?—Yes, very profitable. Several gentlemen 
that were embarked in the business said it was a very profit¬ 
able one. 

2156. Do you know any thing of a trade between South A.me- 
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rica and Canton, from Valparaiso and Buenos 'Ayres 

do not. There is a trade from Manilla to Canton ; but they 

seldom go to Canton, they generally stop at Macao. 

2157. Was the Company's factory any protection to you in 
carrying on the trade with the Chinese ?— Not the least. If the 
Hong merchants had been guilty of any fraud, or any thing of 
that kind, I believe the supercargoes would take it up and assist 
me in that particular, and perhaps interfere with the Viceroy. 

2158. Do you know of any instance in which the private 
trade derived any benefit from that sort of intervention ?—No, 
1 do not know of any. 

2159. Did you ever hear that the Americans or Europeans 
trading to China derived any protection from the Company’s 
factory ? —Not the least. 

2160. Did you ever know of any case occurring, such as you 
have alluded to, with regard to a Hong merchant, which required 
such an interference?—I believe there has been such a thing, 
but not in n>y time ; perhaps one case rmiy happen in twenty- 
four years, but I believe it is of very rare, occurrence. 

2161. You have stated that when you were at Canton there 
were several Englishmen carrying on trade there as agents under 
foreign flags; will you state what was the firm of the house in 
which Mr. Davison was ?—Davison and Co. 

2162. Under what flag did they do business ?—I cannot say 
whether it was Danish or Prussian. 

2163. What other English houses were there there ?—There 
was Magniac's house ; I think they were under the Danish 
flag. I think those were the only two English houses. 

2164. Do those English houses do a great deal of business? 
—A great deal. 

2165. Was any of it with Europe, or was it principally co n 
fined to the country trade ?—There was both. 

2166. Do you know whether any of the partners of those 
houses are now iu England?—I do not know. 

2167. Suppose yon had an opportunity of forming your own 
design for an adventure to China, and being supplied with 
means, selected such a cargo as you thought suitable for ex¬ 
port, and obtained in return a cargo of tea, do you think you 
could obtain a more favourable result than the Company now 
does?—I think I could have a more favourable result, because I 
can sail my ship cheaper, and I have no incumbrance in China, 
therefore I could sell my cargo equally as well a: they could. 
1 could purchase my teas, perhaps, not quite so well, but I 
could sell it in England cheaper a great deal than what they 
could. 

2168. Would the difference be great in degree between your 
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arid the result the Company now obtains? —X should 4 Mar. isso. 
imagine I could make ten per cent, more than the Company 
now does. 

2169. Do you know notv what the profit is which the Com¬ 
pany makes ?—The Company make, I believe, a hundred per 
cent. 

2170. Then do you think that you could make upon an ad¬ 
venture more than a hundred per cent.profit ?—No; because if* 
the free trade was open, we should have tea cheaper, and the 
prices would be much less. 

2171. Did you not, in the answer you have given, mean to 
compare your adventure with an adventure by the Company, 
in case the trade was open ?—'Yes, in case the trade was open ; 
not at present; but if the trade was open, I am certain that X 
could bring that commodity here, and sell it cheaper than the 
Compary could. 

2172. Supposing you obtained permission to send a ship in 
the present state of things from this country to China, what 
profit do you imagine, with the present prices of tea in the 
market here, you would realize upon that voyage ?—That 
would be a thing that I could not estimate. 

2173. How do you calculate that the Company gain a hun¬ 
dred per cent, profit ?—From what I have seen of teas sold at 
the Cape of Good Hope; and I know very nearly, though not 
exactly, what they give for them in China, according to what 
I gave for them myself: they may get them a shade lower, but 
it is a trifle. 

2174. Comparing the prices at the India sales with the prime 
cost at Canton, should you say that they get one hundred per 
cent, clear profit, alter deducting the charges ?—I have no 
doubt of it, 

2175. What, in your opinion, would be the difference in the 
expense of freight between a Company’s ship and such a one as 
you should think suited to the China trade ?—The difference 
would at least be forty per cent.; I could fit my ship out at 
least forty per cent, cheaper than the Company do at present- 

2176. Then, if the sailing of a ship in the Company's ser¬ 
vice cost £14 per ton, it would cost you but £10?—Yes. 

2177. Ts not your assertion, that you could sell cheaper than 
the Company, founded upon your belief that they make a hun¬ 
dred per cent. ?—Yes, it is 

2X78, In the sort of adventure that has been spoken of, that 
is of going out to China for a cargo of teas, is there any branch 
of that adventure in which you think you would have an advan¬ 
tage over the Company, excepting in the article of freight?— 

No, only in the article of freight, 1 should think; but I am not 
acquainted exactly with what the Company take from this 
country to China; they take lead, broadcloths, and different 
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' 9 - sor ts of woollens; but it is quite a secret m Canto, we know 
~ Ahu very little about it. 

2179. You have already stated, that you think the Company 
could deal with the Chinese upon better terms than you could, 
do you think they would not also provide their money there upon 
better terms than you would ?—-No, I do not think they would, 
because you can draw bills upon any respectable merchant 
living in London ; the Chinese would take them with the 
greatest ease. In fact, the house of Baring dr Co. in London 
was drawn upon by the Americans on as good terms ; at least 
the supercargoes told me so. 

2180. Do not you think the private-trader would discover 
many articles that would suit the market there, if he was left at 
perfect liberty, which the Company never dream of? —Certain¬ 
ly, a great many tilings which the Company never think of. 

^181.^ Do not you think the opening the trade would have the 
effect of extending the list of commodities in which the trade 
is carried on ? — Yes. 

^ 2182. Do you know any reason why the supercargoes at 
Canton could not find out those articles ? — I cannot say why 
they did not do it. 

2183. Have not they, residing there, and having persons in 
their employment, the very best means of finding out the articles 
adapted to the Chinese market ?—Certainly. 

218L Although the Company's supercargoes are constantly 
residing there, do you think it probable that the servants of the 
Company would be as anxious to push their trade as individuals 
who are trading for their own account No, I do not believe 
it; I think individuals upon their own account would push the 
trade much more than it is at present. 

2185. Are not you aware that the Company's captains and 
officers are permitted to trade as merchants to China?—Yes. 

2186. Why do you suppose individual merchants would be 
more active than those captains and officers who are merchants? 
—We can only draw an inference from what has happened from 
opening the trade with Calcutta ; there is an immense trade now 
carried on with Calcutta, compared with what there was before 
the trade was opened. 

2187.. Is it in the power of any Englishman to go into China 
without leave of the Chinese authorities?—Canton is the .only 
port that is open to trade at all to any person. 

2188. Do you consider it possible for Great Britain to permit 
Englishmen to go into the interior of China ?—I have taken 
Europeans, I have taken a French bishop and his suite, who 
went into the interior of China; I landed them at Macao, and 
they M ere to go into the interior as missionaries. 

2189„ Are not the Company’s servants, who deal in China on 
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affan account) obliged to confine themselves to the precise 4 Mar. 1830 . 

voyage which is pointed out by their masters; that is to say, - 

that they can only go where their masters send the vessels to ? ^ kcA * 

—Yes. 

2190. Have not the private trade, on the other hand, the 
power of selecting all the different markets, both of the East, 
and of Europe, and of Arnevica ? — Yes. 

2191. Must not that unlimited range give them a great advan ¬ 
tage over the Company's servants, whose trade is so restricted ? 

-—Certainly. 

2192. Did not your answer relate to the trade in China alone ? 

—In China alone. 

2193. You speak of there being six or seven ports in Cochin 
China which are now frequented ; how does the Company’s 
monopoly prevent those ports and places being traded with ?— 

I do not know. The Company has nothing to do with that, it is 
an arrangement, by the Chinese; they do not suffer any other 
port to be opened but Canton. 

2194. Did you mean to say, that those ports to which you 
alluded are not traded with in consequence of the monopoly of 
the Company ?— No, the Chinese prevent it themselves, and 
the Cochin Chinese. The whole range of the coast, as fat as 
Siam, is under the Chinese government, but only nominally so. 

2195. Upon the occasion when you sailed along those har¬ 
bours in Cochin China, do you think the native authorities 
would have permitted you to enter if the Company bad given 
you leave?—That I do not know; I did not like to try that. 

2198. Are there not various products of the Eastern Archi¬ 
pelago which are fitted alone for the China market ? — There 
are: there is trepan, which the French caH beche-le-rner, and 
birds’-nests, 

2197. Are you aware whether the trade carried on with the 
Eastern Archipelago in the articles you have alluded to is a con¬ 
siderable trade or not?—It would be very considerable, to small 
vessels particularly. They could take in those articles I have 
mentioned, also sandal-wood, which is taken to the Chinese 
market, and is a very profitable thing. 

2198. Are not the country ships of India allowed to trade 
with Cochin China from Calcutta, so far as the English govern¬ 
ment are concerned ?—At that time they were not: our license 
allowed us only to go to Canton, and we cannot trade with any 
other ports, except what our license allowed. 

2199. Do not you know that a license could be obtained in 
Calcutta to trade to Cochin China?—I do not know. 

2200. Is a license ever drawn out for a voyage without sped" 
fying a particular port ?—No. 

2201. Do you think you could not have obtained a license 
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empowering you to enter any port upon the Cochin Chim 
coast?—I have always been giver, to understand so. 

2202. Did you ever get a license to touch and trade at various 
ports?—No, the license runs thus: to goto Canton, and to 
touch and trade at. any intermediate port between there and Cal¬ 
cutta, outward and homeward ; but that is only to the country 
vessels. 

2203. Would that license include the ports on the coast of 
Cochin China?—Yes; but I have always understood that we 
could not trade with any port of Cochin China. 

2204. That is, that the Chinese government will not suffer it ? 
—Yes. 

2205. Are not you aware that the country ships might clear 
out for any part of Cochin China, if the local government would 
permit it ?—I am not aware of that* 

2206. Do not you think there would be much more probability 
of overcoming the prejudices of the Chinese in regard to inter¬ 
course with Europeans or other ports than Canton, if the mono¬ 
poly of the East-India Company were done away with ?—No. 
If the monopoly of the East-India Company were done away 
with, it would make no difference whatever, I believe, or alter 
the Chinese policy at all. 

2207. Do not you think that the enterprise of private traders 
would induce them to go to other ports, and that the Chinese 
would see the advantage of taking their goods and trading with 
them?—They might in the course of time, but at present I 
should think not* An embassy sent into China for the purpose 
might, perhaps, do away that prejudice, but not any thing else 
done by individuals. 

2208. Do not you think the Chinese would see the interest 
they had selling their goods?—No doubt they do see it, they 
know it very well; but the government is so very arbitrary that 
they cannot do it. The best-informed Chinese that I ever met 
with, said, that if all the ports in China were thrown open, it 
would be a great advantage to the Chinese. 

2209. Have you heard that opinion generally expressed by 
the intelligent Chinese ?•—I have. 

2210. As the government seems to possess so little power 
to put down smuggling, is it not to be supposed that they would 
not be able greatly to control what is done at those ports? — 
I believe that is the reason for allowing Canton to be the only 
port that is open. 

221L What do you think would become of any vessel that 
went into any port but Canton ?—'They would imprison the 
crew, and take the ship away from them. 

2212. Although it is a great advantage to the Chinese to 
trade, you think they would lay hold of the crew of any vessel 
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to seek trade there ?—I have no doubt of it, because 
Inhibited, 

2213. Has any instance come to your knowledge of any 
European vessel having gone to any other port than Canton ?— 
None, except Macao, 

2214. Have you been much in the way of hearing of instances 
of the sort, if they had occurred ?—I have been in that part 
of the world upwards of thirty years ago, but I never knew an 
instance of a ship trading to any other port over which the 
Chinese had any control whatever. 

2215. Might not such a thing have taken place without your 
knowing any thing about it ?—I think I must have known it. 

2216. Have you met with a number of Chinese junks in the 
course of your voyages there ?—Yes. 

2217. Have you ever had any dealings with any of the people 
in the junks?—No, 1 never have; but those junks now have 
found their way to Sincapore. There are great quantities of 
them come there directly from Canton; and they come, as I 
am told, from some of the ports of Cochin China to Sincapore. 

2218. You stated that the port charges at Canton, excepting 
the curnsbaw, were in proportion to the measurement of the 
vessel; do you then consider that, except in respect of the 
cutnshaw, there would be no difference in the advantage 
between navigating a small and a large ship, as far as the pay¬ 
ment of the port charges are concerned?—There may be some 
charges, as far as regards the linguist or the compradore’s fees; 
but, generally speaking, I believer there is no difference except 
in the currish aw. 

2219. You said, that saltpetre was smuggled into China, 
because it was sold to greater advantage than if sold to the 
government: do you mean by that,that the Chinese law forbids 
the sale of saltpetre openly to any person except to the govern¬ 
ment?—Yes ; they do not allow it to be sold except to the go- 
verment. 

2220. Do you conceive that if the Chinese trade were en¬ 
tirely free, it would be a beneficial measure to the natives of 
British India?-—I do not know that it would be more beneficial 
to them than it is at present, but I think it would be a great 
benefit to the United Kingdom. 
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Printe.I by J. L, Cox, Great Quern Street. 


SECOND REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
present State of the Affairs of the East-India Com¬ 
pany, arid into the Trade between Great Britain , the 
East-Indies, and China; and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; arid who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
time to time, to the House • 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them 
referred, and had examined several Witnesses; and 
directed the Minutes of the Evidence to be reported 
to the House up to the 18th day of this instant, March, 
inclusive. 


18/A March 1830. 
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minutes of evidence. 


Lutub, 8° die Martii 1830. 


William Wabd, Esq. in the Chair. 


Captain RICHARD ALSAGER, called in, and examined. 

2221. What is your profession ?— I have been nine voyages 
in the Company’s service as an officer, and five as a commander. 
The last ship I commanded was the Waterloo, and previous to 
that the Grenville. 

2222. What was the tonnage of the ship you formerly com¬ 
manded in the service of the East-l'ndia Company ?—The ton¬ 
nage of the Waterloo is 1300 tons and a few over, 

2223. Is there any advantage in having ships of that class for 
the China trade ?—Very great indeed. 

2224. Do they pay the same port duties in China in propor¬ 
tion to their tonnage as smaller ships ?—I think the average of 
the port dues on a large ship came to about 20.?. a ton ; I think 
upon ships of 500 tons they would come to about £2 a ton. 

2225. Are the ships in the Company’s service made available 
for carrying troops and other territorial purposes ?—They are 
very convenient and healthy; and standing high out of the 
water, there is always room and plenty of air. 

2226. Have the governments of India employed them in w ar ? 
—Several times. 1 havs been fitted out under Captain Birch : 
we have mounted 44 guns; we considered ourselves then equal 
to any frigate. 

2227. How did they answer as ships of war when so em¬ 
ployed ?—Remarkably well: they have several times distin¬ 
guished themselves. When Captain Bulteel went out in the 
Belliqueux to India, he fell in with three French frigates on the 
Brazil coast. One he attacked ; he sent two Indiamen after the 
Medea, which struck to the Exeter; the Bombay Castle coming 
up, the third was attacked by the Warley, and escaped by 
throwing her guns overboard and cutting some of her beams 
through. That was in 1800. 
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If the same quantity of tea was brought home in smaller 
daring the'time of war as the Company have been in the 
habit of importing, could they have been protected by the con¬ 
voys which the government appropriated for the protection of 
(he Company's ships?—If they were in a smaller class of ships, 
say 500 tons, for example, it would take four ships to bring 
home one cargo such as it brought in one 1300 ton ship : conse¬ 
quently, if twenty ships is the regular number of our season, it 
would take eighty to bring home the same quantity of tea. I 
should think small ships scatter wide and far from the convoy, 
and the ships of the Company are able to protect themselves in 
some measure, and they are more obedient to the orders of the 
convoy, exclusively of their being able to protect themselves 
individually without any other protection. 

2229. Is the discipline good in the Company's ships ?— I think 
they are in the highest state of discipline, and such as to call 
for the commendation of gentlemen of the navy on several, occa¬ 
sions. 

- 2230* Why would one vessel of 1300 or 1400 tons carry as 
much tea as four or five vessels of 500 tons?—There is a greater 
capacity of hold ; they take the cargoes regularly ; they are of 
such immense extent that there is less breakage and less da- 
mage. 

2231. Wliat would be the rate of insurance under correspond¬ 
ing circumstances of a large vessel and a small one?—-There is 
not any difference made at Lloyd's, except preference; and 
sometimes the underwriter gets a policy of more risk tacked on 
to the supposed less risk in the Company's ships. 

2232. How many ships homeward-bound with tea have been 
lost in your experience ?—I have no recollection of any since 
the Ganges, which I think must have been in 1806 or 1807. 

2233. Where was the Ganges lost ?—She foundered off the 
Cape. She was a ship that was built with scantling not equal 
to her size, and she was repaired at Bombay after having sprung 
a leak. 

2234 How many ships have brought tea homeward since 
1806?—I think the average is from twenty-one to twenty-three 
or twenty-four of the class of 1200 tons. 

2235. Then there have been about five hundred ships in that 
period ?r —About that number. 

2236. You attribute tills small proportion of casualties to the 
superior quality of the ships?—Yes; and the care that is taken 
in their outfit. 

2237. Supposing that the trade required twenty ships of the 
size which you have stated, and that of a smaller class eighty 
would be required, what, according to the least calculation of 
freight, would be the tonnage of the eighty ships ; would it be 
a larger or a less charge of freight ?—As a matter of calculation, 
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1 should think the expense of the smaller ships would be less, 

exclusive of the advantages attending the large ships in them* 
CapUt.Msager. sehe9 ' 

2238. By what calculation do you come to that conclusion ? 
—There is a great facility in the large ships in receiving the 
cargo as it comes alongside. It is sent from Canton in boats 
containing 500 or 600 quarter-chests of tea; in the large ships 
they are taken in and put into their place immediately, for there 
is a greater extent of space to stow them, and they are not moved 
again. 

2239. Would not the freight upon the large ships come to a 
smaller sum of money than upon the smaller ships?—The average 
freight of a large ship at present to China varies from £20 to .£22 
a ton out and home, taking it to India and China. The tenders 
are by open competition, and the lowest tender is always taken. 

2240. What would be the freight of a smaller ship ?—I have 
never sailed in a smaller ship, and therefore 1 am not capable of 
judging; but with the harbour expenses in China of £2 u ton, 
and the various equipments, I can hardly conceive they could do 
it under a ton, paying all charges. 

2241. Then would it be cheaper to employ large ships or small 
ones?—In a pecuniary point of view I should think the smaller 
would be cheaper. 

2242. What would be the insurance of a vessel of the large 
class ?—I have paid myself £6 per cent, insurance out and home 
upon the double voyage. 

2243. Was that in peace or in war ?—During the present 
peace. I have only commanded ships since 1817. 

2244. What would be the insurance during war?—Twelve 
guineas per cent. 

2245. Do you know whether the Americans introduce, by 
smuggling, articles into consumption in China ?—I have not seen 
it, but I have not the least doubt of it. 

2246. Do you think they could supply that market with bene- 
iitj by means of smuggling, which the Company do not engage 
in?—Under the shadow of the Company, 1 think they do often. 

2247. Do you mean that the Company assist in smuggling ?— 
No, I do not; but they make use of the Company’s name. They 
have not the Company’s sanction; but goods are made up, as 
woollens, in the shape of Company’s bales, the Company’s marks 
are on them, and they are passed as Company’s bales when they 
are not so. 

2248. Where are the goods unshipped ?—At Whampoa; all 
ships unload at Whampoa. 

2249. Have you known any instances, within your own obser¬ 
vation, of this practice ?—I have seen a bale or two in the Chi- 
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erehant’s hongs that had been passed as Company’s bales 
tfiat were American, 

2250. That you knew to have been American ?— They were 
pointed oat to me as American, and they were not quite correctly 
marked, and I have not the least doubt that they were American. 

2251. Is it the general practice with, the Americans to dispose 
of their outward investments and manufactured goods with a 
view of smuggling into China, and by whom are they smuggled? 
— I am not aware that the Americans can smuggle cargoes into 
China. They trade openly like other traders to China, except 
in opium : opium is a prohibited article. But I am not aware 
that the Americans are under any necessity of smuggling. 

2252. Do they not dispose of their cargoes to the Hong mer¬ 
chants, who smuggle them ?—I am not aware of that. 

2253. What did you mean by stating that the Americans 
smuggled under the shadow of the Company ?—If I made use 
of the word smuggle, it is perhaps stronger than I am en titled 
to use. I do not mean that they evaded the duties in China, 
but that the parcels were made up in the shape of the Com¬ 
pany's goods, and sold as such when they were not so. 

2254 Are you aware that woollens sent out by other ships 
are not of the same quality as the woollens sent out in the Com¬ 
pany's ships? —There is not that care and attention : they are 
often Company’s rejected goods that are taken out by indi¬ 
viduals. 

2255. How do you know that they are not so good?—By 
seeing some of them opened sometimes, and knowing that goods 
that have been rejected have been offered to me as a merchant, 
and the same goods I have known to have been sent out. 

2256. Can you state the year when that occurred?—It is not 
confined to one year. 

2257. Can you give the Committee any instance of it ?-—In 
1819, in 1821, and in 1823. 

2258. Were those goods offered to you at a lower price than 
the Company had stipulated to give?-Being rejected by the 
Company, they were thrown back upon the merchants’ hands, 
and they were willing to sell them for what they could get. 

2259. Was the merchant who offered them to you in Eng¬ 
land ?—Yes. 

2260. Do you believe that the goods rejected by the East- 
India Company afterwards find their way to China, and are sold ? 
—I have not the least doubt of it. 

226L Are you aware whether thev are sold for less than the 
Company’s goods?—Some I have known sold equal, without 
the bale being opened, with the Company’s mark. 

2262. How can they have the Company’s mark if they were 
not exported by the Company ?•—To a Chinese it would appear 
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to be the Company’s mark; there is a heart and 4 ; instealL _ 

rffa sa ^ \ there * s an I» there is a C or an L instead of an E ; but to the 
sage *' C hinese the English character^ are unknown, anti the appear¬ 
ance of the mart is the same to them, though not really so. 

2263. So that they have not the Company's mark in reality ?— 
No ,* but it is what, at a short, distance, a European would take 
to be the Company’s mark. 

2264. With this facility of imposition, is the Company’s 
mark of any great importance in the Chinese market?—It is a 
guarantee to any bale that has the mark upon it. 

2265. If an imitation can be so easily effected as to impose 
upon the Chinese, can the real mark be of any great importance 
in the Chinese market ?—Experience may prove that they are 

1 they may begin to analyze it. I am 


mistaken in this mark, and they may begin to analyze it. t «ui 
speaking now of the early part of the time when they took it for 
granted that it was the Company’s mark. 

2266o Have the cases of deception to which you allude been 
numerous ?—If one or two came under an individual's observa¬ 
tion like myself who had a great deal to attend to, I think they 
must be numerous. 

2267. If they are numerous, what importance can you attach 
to the Company’s mark ?—I myself, as an individual, attach 
every importance to it, and those who are in the habit of dealing 
with the Company know it. 

2268. You attach importance to it because you are able to 
distinguish the genuine mark from the forged mark; but with 
respect to the Chinese,, whom you have stated as being incapable 
of making that distinction, w hat importance can they attach to 
the Company’s mark ?~They take them all to be the Company’s 
mark, and they are taken up the country with that mark on 
them. 

2269. If they are taken up the country with the forged 
marks as well as the real marks, is there any importance attach¬ 
ed to the real marks ?—I can only say that they are all taken up 
as real. 

2270. Supposing a case occurred in which the Company’s 
mark, either in reality or in imitation, were not upon a bale, 
would it pass current into the country ? —I think it would be 
opened. 

227L Mow many pounds of tea do you reckon to be carried 
by the ton in a large vessel ?—The black tea and the green are 
different, the green tea being more bulky and lighter; OOOcvvt. 

I think, of black tea. 

2272. What difference is made in the freight in consequence 
of going to India instead of proceeding direct to China?—There 
is generally a deduction of 30*. per ton fertile circuitous route ; 
30a. are deducted for the double voyage between the two inter¬ 
mediate ports. 
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/Are 'the Committee to understand that the Company 
a ship loaded with troops to Madras, and thence to 
China, for 30*. less dtp sending it direct to jglJiina ^Thirty 
shillings more. 

2274. Supposing a ship to sail direct to Calcutta, and another 
direct to Canton, would there, or hot, be any difference in the 
freight ? The freight to Calcutta would be less than the freight 
to Canton, because there are so many harbour charges in 
Canton? but what the difference would be I could not say. 

2275. Would there be any other difference than the harbour 
charges ?—I am not aware of any other difference ; they are 
very heavy. 

2276* Do you know the present amount of freight to Cal¬ 
cutta ?—I have seen such variety that I can hardly quote any 
criterion. 

2277. You have stated that upon a large ship the harbour 
charges at Canton would amount to £1 a ton, and upon a smaller 
ship £2 a ton ; will you state what the items would be ?--* The 
Chinese measure from the centre of the fore-roast to the centre 
of the mizeii-mast, and from outside to outside; the depth is 
not mentioned. There is a great space in a large ship between 
the centre of the fore-mast and the bows; there is also a large 
space between the centre of the mizen-niast and the stern, 
Which is not measured, and there is a depth of seventeen feet 
in the hold, whereas a small ship has only about twelve or 
thirteen. 

2278. The difference then arises from the large ship not being, 
sufficiently measured by the Chinese ?—There is a greater space 
unmeasured. 

2279. You have stated, that there is a great advantage in 
carrying on the trade in large ships ; supposing that to be the 
case, why could not the private trader carry on his business in 
large ships also?—The officers of the large ships are trained up 
for several years; they sail in the different grades during their 
various voyages, till the time they arrive at the command: they 
are better capable of undertaking the responsibility and the cave 
of the concern than an individual put m there at once would 
be. 

2280. Can you state whether the officers of the Company’s 
ships import teas from India to China?—They do in their pri¬ 
vate investments. 

2281. What quantity of tea does a captain import ?—He is 
allowed fifty-six tons upon a ship of 1200 tons. 

2282. What is the chief mate allowed ?— 1 They are all stated 
in the book of regulations; I think 103 is the sum total of the 
commander and officers. 

2283. From whom do the officers of the Company’s ships 
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purchase their tea ?—Generally of Hong merchants, if we can 
get them. 

2284. Do you often find difficulty in getting them from the 
Hong merchants ?—Not a great difficulty; we like that the 
person who secures our ships should buy our cargo. 

2285. Do they often purchase tea from the outside mer¬ 
chants ?—I have never purchased tea from the outside mer¬ 
chants. I have heard that officers have done it sometimes for 
barter, at great risk, and at great loss in quality. Whew they 
have returned to China, the person has not been found tliat 
they bought the tea from. 

2286. Are all the younger officers competent to the manage¬ 
ment of that transaction ?— 1 The duty of their office requires too 
much attention generally for them to engage much in trade ; 
and, as such, generally the commander has paid them a cer¬ 
tain sum for their investment. 

2287. What does he pay, commonly speaking, for their ton¬ 
nage?—It varies according to the amount of “vestment in 
China, and the difficulty of remitting home, from £20 to £40 

2288. Has it ever been higher than £40 a ton ?—I have nevei 
paid more. 

2289. What is the amount of per-centage paid by the Com¬ 
pany’s officers to the Company?—I do not know : upon the ton 
it is about 25 per cent. 

2290. Was it hot larger formerly than it is now ?—It was S3 
formerly. 

2291. When did the reduction take place?—I am not very 
competent to speak to the time: I suppose ten years. It was 
previous to my being a commander. 

0992 Can you state the amount of the tea annually exported 
bythe officers’ privilege ?—It varies very much ; because an 
officer that has a large capital cannot afford to invest his capital 
in tea, because tea embraces but a small sum. 

2293. Did you ever know it amount to 2,000,000 of pounds 
in any one year?—I cannot answer that. 

2294. Have you ever had any bad tea delivered to you?—I 
have always dealt with the Hong merchants, and I have never 
had anv bad tea, I have been very fortunate in that respect. A 
number of my brother officers, that have dealt with the outside 
merchants, have suffered greatly from having bad tea. 

2295- Will you mention an instance in which an officer has 
had bad tea sold to him by an outside merchant ?—I think I 
recollect Captain Nairne is one. 

2296. In what year was that?—1822 or 1824, I believe. 

2297. Where is the tea so brought by the officers sold ?—At 
the* East-India Company's sales. 
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. How soon after the arrival of any ship is the privileged 
disposed of?—At the very first quarterly sale afterwards, 

2290* Have you ever known any of the privileged teas re¬ 
fused by the buyers?—None of my own ; and, speaking per~ 
son ally,. I know of none* I have heard of others, but I cannot 
speak to individual cases. 

2300. You cannot then speak of the extent of it ?—No. 

2301. Do you consider that privileged tea is of better or 
worse quality than what is purchased by the Company ?—We 
are very often glad to take what the Company has rejected, 
and I think the tea is a grade lower. 

2302. Does it sell for less in the sales at the India-House ?— 
Sometimes we buy it in smaller boxes, and that is an advan¬ 
tage; but 1 think, generally speaking, it fetches rather less 
than more* 

2303. Do you deal entirely yourselves, dr do you deal through 
the Company’s Factory in China?—Entirely ourselves. 

2304. Could you state, upon an average of your several 
voyages, what profit the tea so imported by privilege lias given ? 
—The last, voyage I gained but little or nothing by the tea; 
that is, if I reckon the dollar at 5.?. The dollar is considered 
as current at 5s. in Canton, though it is worth only id.; but 
If we make it 5s. home, we consider ourselves fortunate. We 
sell our outward investments by the dollar at 5 s, , and then if 
we get our money home at 5s. we consider ourselves fortunate. 
This last time I scarcely did that. 

2305. If the dollar is worth 4s. Id., and you get it home at 
5Sf t is not that getting a profit of nearly 25 per cent. ?— ' Then 
we reckon the same upon the outward investment upon the 
dollar when it is not so. 

2300. Then, in reality, taking the pound sterling you disburse, 
and the pound sterling you realize, what is, upon an average, 
the profit of the privileged trade ?—If it is ten per cent., upon 
the money invested, 1 consider that a very good return indeed. 

2307. Have the woollen goods you took out been profitable 
or not?—By no means ; I have lost by them* 

2308. Were the goods that you lost by, the rejected goods of 
which you spoke? — Some were. 

2309. Are the rejected goods of the Company commonly to 
bebought in London? — I think they may be. 

2310. What is the sort of tea that the Company’s officers 
generally bring over? — It varies according to the individuals 
choice. 

2311. Is it commonly tea of the lower price, or of the higher 
price? —Lately it has been the lower price: some time ago it 
was rather in the highest priced teas; but people do not buy 
the highest priced teas now. 

2 k 
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28) 2. When you say you are content with ten per cent, 
profit, what allowance do you make for the freight in that?— 
If I purchase freight, I reckon that in as charges of merchan¬ 
dize ; if it is my own privilege, I do not reckon i t. 

2313. How do you reckon it?—I reckon it in the privilege* 
and allowances of the voyage. 

2314 So that, even including yom* privilege of freight, still 
your voyage does not give you more than 10 per cent. ?--—I am 
speaking of the bringing the tea home. If I speak individually, 
I have been more fortunate than perhaps I deserve: there are 
other individuals who have suffered, and perhaps lost money by 
it. I should say the average does not admit that. 

2315. You mean to say that, according to your judgment, 
and what you have heard from your brother officers in the same 
trade, 10 per cent, is as much as is made home, throwing in the 
freight for nothing?—Yes* I should think it was. If I brought 
forward unfortunate instances, there are several commanders 
who have gone there four or five voyages, and they are bank¬ 
rupts from having been unfortunate in their trade. I should 
think that where "one man has succeeded, five almost have failed 
in making that. 

2316. Notwithstanding they had a great portion of the freight 
for nothing ?—Yes. 

2317. How comes it that the Company, paying a very heavy 
freight, make a very profitable trade with China; while their 
officers, who do their own business, getting the freight for 
nothing at all, should make it answer so ill?—We have a large 
accumulation of goods sometimes in China that we are glad to 
sell; and there is a difficulty in remitting our money home. 
We have more capital, generally, than we can put in our privi¬ 
lege, therefore we are very glad to select those articles in which 
we can invest the greatest sum. 

2318. You have stated that the average freight of ships is 
from £20 to £23; are you aware that there are ships now em¬ 
ployed by the Company receiving £27 a ton ?—I am not aware 
of it. 

2319. You have commanded one of the Company's own 
ships ?—I have. 

2320. How many ships have they ?—Eight. 

2321. Are you aware what is the rate of freight per ton, out 
and home, on the Company s own ships?—No, I am not aware. 

2322. Do you suppose they sail cheaper than they could be 
contracted for?—I am not prepared to answer upon that point. 

2323. You have stated considerable losses which have been 
suffered by commanders of those ships; can you state whether, 
upon a voyage to China, a commander of a Company’s ship is 
not expected to make from £10,000 to £20,000?— I have 
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—I have heard of men speculating in a particular article, by 
which they were either ruined or made ; but I do not consider 
that a criterion of the general merchant. 

2325. Could you give the Committee any idea of the average 
of five voyages?—A double voyage is considered a great ad¬ 
vantage, from the circumstance of getting passengers, and 
turning our capital three times; and, generally speaking, I 
should say if a commander were on those voyages to clear 
£6,000,1 think he is a very fortunate man indeed; but I should 
say there are many that do not make that. 

2326. Then you mean to say, that upon the average of the 
Company’s larger ships, as far as you know, the commanders do 
not make £5,000 a voyage?—I should think not. We are 
traders singly upon our own capital, and perhaps we are not 
very communicative about it; but that is the impression upon 
my mind. 

2327. Have you been from Bombay to China ? — I have. 

2328. What portion of the freight are you, as commander, 
allowed from Bombay to China?—Two fifths of the ship. 

2329. How many tons will that be in a 1300 ton ship?— 
About 500 tons. 


2330. Wliat is the rate of freight per ton vou receive upon 
cotton?—There is a deduction on the part of the Company of 

£2 per ton from the privilege allowed to the commander. I « 

have been very glad to get a little freight, if 1 could, to fill up 
this privilege; but, generally speaking, I have lost by the 
cotton from Bombay to China. 

2331. What is the highest freight you ever got per candy ?— 

Thirty-two rupees. The Bombay rupee is only worth Is. Sd. 
to 2s. 

2332. That is about 64 rupees a ton?—About that. 

2333. That would leave, after the deduction of £2 per ton, 

£4 per ton profit, which on 500 tons would be £2,000?—Yes ; 
but to get a little freight we are often obliged to buy cotton, so 
that I have had half freight and half purchases: the latter I 
have lost by. 

2334. Is that every voyage, or only occasionally ?~~I lost 
two voyages out of three. 

2335. How do you account for commanders being so very 
anxious to obtain double voyages when they lose by them ?— 

There are more opportunities of gaining. 

2336. Is not a double voyage the first object to be obtained 
from the court ?—No doubt it is, because it gives you three 
opportunities instead of one. 
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2397; But, in your opinion, they are very often attend! 
loss instead of gain ?—I know it. 

2338. You have stated certain advantages which a large ship 
had in the China trade; do you consider a 1200 ton ship more 
convenient to go up the Canton river than a 500 or 600 ton 
ship? —The CompanyVclass of 1200 ton ships are fully-equal*; 
they are handy and manageable, and I have never known any 
accident happen to them in going up, I have gone up some¬ 
times without a pilot* 

2339. Does not a 600 ton ship load entirely at Whampoa ?_ 

She would do it; but as they have to pass the bar, they often 
take in their water and provisions below. A large ship could 

' clo the same, but it is not prudent to do so. I have known 
them fill up at Whampoa, with the exception of the stores; but, 
generally speaking, they go with a light draught of water, to 
avoid risk. 

2340. Do you consider it any disadvantage in a large ship 
not being able to load or unload at Whampoa ?—It is very 
trifling ; I think the difference is not to be mentioned. A ship 
could, if she chose, take her entire cargo in there. I have gone 
over that bar, having twenty-five feet water; our ships, when 
they go down, at the utmost draw twenty-one or twenty-two 
feet, so that there are three feet to spare ; but lest there should 
be any stoppage, it is not considered prudent to load till after 
they have passed the bar, 

2341. Since you have been trading to China have you not 
seen a class of very large country ships at Canton $L~I have 
seen several ships that were afterwards in the Company's 
employ. 

2342. Are you not aware that the practice now is to' use 
smaller ships, and that they now employ 500 to 700 ton ships? 
—There are several of the larger ships that have disappeared 
from the market. 

2343. Are you aware that the Americans had one or two 

ships of 1000 or 1200 tons to China for a few voyages?_1 

recollect one. 

2344. Are you not aware that they have also given up that 
practice ?—I am not aware of that. 

2345. Did you never hear in India the reason why the builders 

and merchants in India have reduced the size of ships trading 
to 6Mna?—No, I have not heard it mentioned., ° 

2346. You do not suppose, then, that it is owing to the large 
ships being found inconvenient?—I have never heard so. From 
till I have seen, they like the larger ships; I never heard any 
objection to them. 

2347. Have you any doubt that if they found it more profit¬ 
able to use larger ships than smaller ships, the use of the larger 
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was the occasion of their being smaller I cannot say. 

2348. Would not the demand measure the profits ?—I should 
think every individual is guided a good deal by his own specu¬ 
lations. 

2349. If the majority of individuals have abandoned the 
larger ships for the smaller in this branch of trade, have you 
any doubt that they found it more profitable to use the smaller. 
—I can only judge by my own experience ; I am speaking of 
the advantage of the large ones. 

2350. Were you ever on board any of the ships that had been 
freighted to take teas to North America?—I have seen them, 
but I have not. been on board of them. 

2351. Of what si te are-they?—About 500 to ($00 tons 

2352. Do you know what freight is paid?—I think that the 
two last ships were 600 tons, the Lord William Bentinck and 
the Kennaway : they were taken circuitously, and they returned 
by way of China. I think they were rated at ten guineas per 
ton home from China. 

2353. Then it appears that the Company are freighting ships 
at £23 a ton, and the other ships are going at ten guineas ?— 
The breakage and damage is very great in small ships; £23 are 
out and home; ten guineas merely from China to America. 

2354. Have jou ever seen any return of the amount of 
breakage and damage in small ships of 500 or 700 tons, as com¬ 
pared with that of your larger ships ?—No. In the Waterloo’s 
cargo, that I commanded for four voyages, the average had not 
been ten chests a voyage out of about 14,000. In a smaller ship 1 
once was an officer, in the old Britannia, and there the damage 
was very great; she was a 770 ton ship of the old class the 
damage was from breakage, and the small space that there is to 
stow the tea cargo in. The less the tea cargo is removed the 
better; andin our larger ships the teais placed immediately where 
it is intended to remain for the voyage. In a small ship the boat 
comes alongside with 500 or 600 chests of tea that must be 
taken out of the boat ; it is placed upon the deck ready for 
stowage, and it is frequently moved five or six times before it is 
stowed away. 

2355. Then the damage arises from their taking the boat along¬ 
side, and not keeping it there till the cargo is properly stowed ? 
—They must not keep it alongside longer than the day, except 
at an extra charge. 

2356. What is the ordinary size of the boats that carry them? 
—About 500 or 600 chests. 

2357. Then one considerable advantage of die large ships is 
the facility of stowing rapidly the tea taken on board ?—It is 
very great indeed. 
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30. 2358. Are not the owners answerable for the damage?—* 

I believe they are. 

6<Io< ? ‘ 2359. How.does' it signify to the* Company, if they get the quan¬ 

tity of tea they send home and the owners pay for the damage ? 
—It is advantageous to the Company to have their teas home, 
md it would' be a great loss to the owners. .If it exceeds 
£3,000 the damage cornea upon the Company, 

2360. Are you aware that in the large ships the damage ever 
amounts to £3,000 in one cargo ?—I have never heard, except 
by accident. 

2861. Have you ever heard of any such proportion of damage 
in any of the small ships that have brought tea, having gone 
circuitously by New South Wales?-*-1 have merely heard indis¬ 
criminately, that the damage was greater in the two small ships 
that I spoke of, the Lord William Bentincic and the Kennaway, 
but I had not the precise quantity. 

2362. Why do the Company give £20 or £2$ a ton for one 
ship, when they can get another for ten guineas, and when the 
damaged tea is paid for by the owners on coming home ?—When 
the Company open tenders for ships, the lowest tender is taken, 
I suppose: if they could afford to sail them lower, they would 
tender lower. 

2368. Are you not aware that that depends upon the condi¬ 
tions offered by the Company as to the equipment, of the num¬ 
ber of men, the number of guns, and the quantity of stores? 
—Certainly, I am aware of that. 

236 L Is it not the case, that the ships which you have stated 
to be freighted at £10 from China for the North American 
colonies, have the advantage of taking what freight they are 
able to New South Wales, or any intermediate voyage?—I 
suppose that in their calculations they reckoned up what they 
expected to make in their intermediate voyage, when they made 
the tender for coming from China. 

2365. What proportion of freight dp you think a ship would 
earn on such a voyage ?—I am not prepared to say; I have not 
made any calculation that bears upon that. 

2366. Would the Compauy hire a ship to go direct to Canton 
and come back to America, at the freight which you have stated 
of £10 a ton, supposing that she gained upon the outward 
freight?—I am not aware what the tenders of the Company 
were. I have now been retired from their service about four 
years, but I believe they have been reduced nearly every year. 

2367. Have not also ships bound on such voyages the advan¬ 
tage of freight from North America to England, or any other 
ports?—No doubt that enters into the calculation, because 
several of them have brought timber home; but I cannot speak 
of that, having no local knowledge of it. 

2368. Do not those intermediate freights operate so as to 
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Imufitsii the charge of freight from China to North America?-— 3 . 
What calculation the owners make I am not aware; but, of 
course, they calculate those advantages when they put in for ta < H 
the lowest tender. 

2369. Are they not advantages which enable a ship to be 
hired at a small rate ?—If I could get £2 per ton from America, 
of course that I should reckon an advantage exclusive of the 
tender I made to the Company. 

2370. h not any voyage which those ships may make in their 
return to America entirely a new voyage, and may not a ship 
returning to England just as well take into her calculation any 
new voyage she may undertake either to America or elsewhere ? 

—I think she reckons in every advantage during her voyage, 
from the time she leaves England till she returns again. 

2371. Having made one voyage, is a ship-owner entitled to 
calculate any subsequent profitable voyages which the ship may 
take, totally unconnected with the voyage in question ?—-They 
may enter into specific agreements to take teas from China to 
America at so much a ton, and the remainder of their voyage is 
entirely at their own command. 

2372. Are you aware that the Company have three classes of 
equipment for their ships; the full equipment, 


which is 

the Company’s regular ships; the second equipment 


called 

which 


consists of ships taken up after their voyages are out; and the 
third equipment of smaller ships taken up for individual voyages : 
will you state what constitutes the difference of those classes as 
to equipments, first, for instance, in the number of cables and 
the number of sets of sails?—I will commence with the Waterloo, 
which was under my command: she carried thirty-six guns; 
there is room for more, but thirty-six is the number she carries; 
in peace she carries 130 men as her complement, and five to 
cover casualties, and 10 marine boys. 

2373. Are you aware how many she carried in war ?—She 
was built after the war was concluded. I should think she would 
carry about the same, unless there were some special service. 

2374. Then the Company continue the same number of men 
and guns in their ships in time of peace as they did in time of 
war?—Just the same. 

2375. Do the ships carry their guns in the hold ?—It is against 
all rule and strict orders of the Company. 

2376. How many men is that per ton ?—One man for every 
ten tons. 

2377. How many suits of sails did you carry ?—We have 
always one quite new, one nearly new, what we call one-third 
worn, and the other that has been the previous voyage, and is 
what we call half-worn; there are three complete suits of the 
principal sails. 

2378. How many cables?—We have always two new hempen 






EVIDENCE ON EAST-IN.D1A AFFAIRS: 

cables every voyage, and we have lately been in the habit 
using an iron cable; there are generally three that have been 
the previous voyage, and an iron cable, six: cables in all 

2379. What number pf guns and what number of men do the 
second class of ships take, those that have gone their voyages 
and that are taken to go one or two voyages more There 
have been various reductions, and I am not competent to speak 
to the extent of them; but of some that were taken up upon a 
reduced scale, the 1200 ton ships were reduced to eighty men 
and the officers were also reduced, but I cannot say exactly to 
what extent. 

2380. Were not the stores and other equipments reduced in 
proportion ? — They Were; and there was not that attention to 
the new equipment. 

2381. With respect to the third class of ships, from 400 to 600 
tons that they take up, are you aware what proportion of men 
per ton, and of stores, they bear to those you have stated ?—I 
am not competent to answer that question. 

2382. Are you not aware that they are considerably lower?— 
The proportion to China, I should think, on the large ships, would 
require very nearly ten men per 100 tons; I suppose it would be 
six men per 100 tons upon some of the smaller ships. 

2383. What purpose do you understand is gained by carrying 
as many men in time of peace as in time of war ?—Our voyages 
are long, and we are not aware what changes may take place 
between our sailing and our arriving, and we are at all times 
ready and prepared for war. 

2384. Do you mean that the establishment of an Indiatnan is 
the same now as it was in tile year 1815?—The same. 

2385. Do you carry the same proportion of ammunition, gun¬ 
powder, balls, and so on?—-The same. 

2386. Have you ever seen any ships in China without any 
guns ?~~Not Company's ships, except those that have been taken 
for one voyage. 

2387. Are you aware whether the ships to Canada carry any 
guns?—I am not aware what guns they carry. 

2388. Have you ever known any of the Company’s ships cap¬ 
tured by pirates ?*—Never. I was in China as chief officer of the 
Grenville, a 900 ton ship, at the time when Lord Amherst 
arrived in China, and there was only an American ship there 
besides ourselves, and I was applied to by an American in a 
small boat to say that his ship was in a state of mutiny, and that 
they had taken the ship from them ; that the commander was 
confined; he had jumped out of the stern window into a boat, 
and he had come to me for relief. I t hought the best way was 
to take a force sufficient to quell them without more resistance, 
therefore I went with two quarter-boats and regained possession 
of the ship. I then asked the commander what l should do 
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Wm mutineers; he said lie wished to have them set on 8 Mar 
shore* I would have taken them myself, for they were stout ~ 
men, and only wanted a little better management: but my cap- * 
tain was in Canton, and I could not do it without his permission ; 

1 therefore landed them on French Island, opposite Whampoa. 

That ship eould not get secured till those men were taken up to 
Canton. I should remark, that the Factory thought I had taken 
rather a responsibility upon myself in setting those men on 
shore; but I thought that in a case of mutiny I must he guided 
by my own feelings, and to relieve the ship and the officers from 
danger was the first consideration, and therefore I only required 
a letter from the commander, exonerating me from responsibility 
in what I had done. 

2389. Where did you set them on shore At French Island. 

2390. Will you have the goodness to read the letter ?—The 
letter is addressed to myself, from Mr. Law, the supercargo of 
the Lion, and it enclosed a certificate of two American gentle¬ 
men, passengers on board the ship. The letter of the super¬ 
cargo is as follows: 

4t Sir:—Captain Chainplin will have a declaration addressed to 
you, .and signed by the two American gentlemen wlio were on board 
the ship Lion, at Whampoa, when the mutiny took place on the 
13th instant, and who entreated your assistance (by request of Cap¬ 
tain Chainplin) to retake our ship from the mutineers, and liberate 
the officers, together with myself, then confined in the cabin. The 
facts stated in the declaration above alluded to were all well known 
to me, and your very friendly compliance with the request of 
Captain Champlin, in putting us in possession of our ship and land¬ 
ing the routineers, demands my particular thanks and acknowledg¬ 
ments, which I beg you will accept, and present the same to the 
officer of your ship who accompanied you. I remain your obliged 
and most obedient servant, William Law, Supercargo of the ship 
Lion. Canton, June 28th, 181(5.” 

The certificate which accompanied the letter was as follows:—• 

“ We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States of America, 
do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that on the 12th day 
of June 1816, we took passage on board the ship Lion, Captain 
Adam Champlin, of New York, from Macao for Whampoa, where 
said ship arrived and anchored about two o’clock r. m. on the next 
day ; and that at about four o’clock of the same day, while we were 
on board, a most serious mutiny took place, part of the crew of said 
ship refusing to do their duty; and when the said Captain and other 
officers of said ship attempted to enforce obedience, they were at¬ 
tacked with handspikes and other weapons in a most daring and 
outrageous manner, and driven from the deck into the cabin, after 
having received several wounds: thus the ship was in possession of 
said mutineers. The undersigned during the affray escaped from 
said ship on board some Chinese boats, and being requested by said 
Captain Champlin, we went on board the II. E. I. Company’s ship 
Grenville, and asked for assistance to regain possession of said ship 
Lion: that accordingly Mr. R. Alsager, chief officer of said Com* 
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pany*s ship, with two boats* crows and one other officer, returned 
*—r with os on hoard the said ship Lion, finding her officers still |on- 

Cupt, It Alsager. f niet | to the cabin and the mutineers in possession of the decks. r I hat 
said Mr. R. A!sager, by request of siiid Captain Champlin, and for 
security of said ship Lion, took out ten of the seanrten concerned in 
the mutiny, and set them ashore at French Island (so called), which 
measure was in our opinion necessary and justifiable in said Captain 
Champlin, by whose request and particular desire every act of said 
Mr. R. Alsager was authorized and executed in the most prompt and 
friendly manner. In witness whereof we now address this testi¬ 
mony to the said Mr. R. Alsager, at the city of Canton, this 23d 
day of June 1810. 

“ George W. Sturgis-—Philip AmmidonP 

2391. What was the name of the ship?—The Lion. 

2392. How many tons was she ?—Between 400 and 500 tows. 

2393. How many men had she on board ?—■ I think two or 
three and thirty; I took ten out of her, and left them on French 
Island. 

2394. Have you ever known any other case of that kind with 
the Americans ?—No, I have not. This occurred in my own 
knowledge: I have no account of any other mutiny taking place 
in the river. 

2395. Have you ever known any mutiny or disturbance on 
board any English ship during the time you have been there ?— 
I have never seen one. 

2396. Have you ever heard of any American ship having been 
captured by pirates in the China or Indian sea?—There were 
one or two small ships seen about Banca or Gaspar a little pre¬ 
vious, and not heard of afterwards, and it is supposed they were 
taken by pirates ; and I have seen the wreck of a small ship at 
Banca, that was said to have been taken by pirates. 

2397. Is it not frequent that country ships have been lost in 
that way ?—Not frequently, there have been cases of it. 

2398. Do you know the names of the two American ships that 
you think were lost in that way?—No, they were low ships. 

2399. Were they ships trading with China?— I cannot 
exactly say. The ship i have spoken of, in which the mutiny 
happened, was a regular China trader, but I do not know with 
respect to the others. 

2400. Have you any doubt whatever, that the high freight 
paid by the Company for their ships depends entirely on the 
large equipment they are required to keep up ?—That equipment 
must be a great consideration with the owners. 

2401. ’Wliat is your opinion, as a seaman' of many years’ 
practice, as to the necessity of keeping such large equipments of 
stores of every kind, judging from your own experience of what 
were brought back and what were used ?— Very often during the 
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jo I have been able to dispose of stores to meet the ship's 8 Mar. 1830. 
disbursements, and I have been very fortunate in my voyage in 
not meeting with accidents, and therefore I have had a large ac- ***?*•&Mager, 
cumulation of stores on that account to dispose of. 

2402. From the intercourse you have had with the comman¬ 
ders of large ships, what is the general opinion you have formed 
upon that subject ?—I should think there is an abundance of 
stores, 

2103. Supposing you were carrying on trade on your own 
account, would you consider it proper or advantageous to carry 
such a large supply of stores as those ships are furnished with ? 

—As an individual, 1 might retrench those stores at a risk, and 
from a feeling that I was not to meet with accidents : prudence 
would not admit of any very great retrenchment. 

2404. Are you not aware that traders going to different 
parts of India from England go with very reduced quantity of 
stores indeed compared with the Company’s ?—Yes, they do. I 
have seen them sometimes meet with accidents, and then they 
have bought stores at four times the amount at which they could 
have got them in the original port. I have been applied to once 
or twice, as commanding a Company’s ship, whether I could 
spare spars or cordage. 

2405. Do you recollect a Company’s ship ever having occa¬ 
sion to buy stores at a ruinous price, to repair damages?—I 
had very great damage when I was quite a junior officer: we were 
struck by lightning, and the foremast was set on fire, which we 
cut away, and to replace that foremast we had to pay a large 
sum. 

240G. Are you aware that typhoons occasionally occur in 
the China seas?—I am. 

2407. Have you not known a large portion of the fleet dis¬ 
masted, and stores of every kind purchased at a great expense ? 

_Lately ships have arrived in China safe; but I was in a 

typhoon in the Neptune in 1309, and the True Briton went 
down near us. 

2408. Do you consider those accidents ?—Yes, accidents that 
no man can foresee. 

2409. Notwithstanding those accidents, do not the present 
class of merchant ships go at a much smaller equipment than 
the Company’s do?—I think they go with fewer stores. 

2410. Have you any doubt that, they go with one-fourth the 
quantity of stores that the regular ships have ?—I know that 
small ship* in the merchant service take cables voyage after 
voyage: and if they lie in the tier, well and good; but if they 
meet with a gale of wind in which they have to ride out, I should 
rather have a new cable than an old one, and feel grateful for 
the Company’s caution. 

2411. Does the quantity of stores affect the insurance ?—I 
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Uiink the underwriters have thet'conftdenee in the equipir/i 
an East-Indiaman that they never look at them, 

2412* Which mode of conveyance is cheapest on the whole, 
a Company's ship uninsured and at a higher freight, or a private 
one insured, throwing in the premium?—I can only answer that 
question as an individual. If trade is not worth an insurance it 
is not worth following. The Company has a very large con¬ 
cern, and considering the amount of capital that they invest, 
they are underwriters themselves on their own account. 

2413. Are you yourself in the habit of insuring goods in the 
Company's own ships?—Yes, I always insure Full. 

2414. What is the premium ?•— Six per cent, out and home. 

2415. Are you aware that the Company took up several ships 
from 700 to 900 tons for single voyages two or three years ago ? 

-1 am aware that they had been taken up, but upon what terms 
1 am not acquainted. 

2416. Are you aware that they have discontinued that and 
- taken up a smaller class of ships for the India trade?—No. 

2417. Do you recollect, in the year 1820, when the ships 
General Kyd and the General Harris encountered a typhoon ? 
—Yes, I recollect it, near the coast of China. 

2418. Did not they suffer so much damage that they were 
obliged to obtain stores of every kind?*—I know that they re¬ 
quired some stores, but I cannot say the extent. 

2419. Are you not aware that the greater part of the stores 
they had on board were damaged during that storm, and that 
they were obliged to get new stores when they came ashore 
No, I am not aware of that. 

2420. Do you speak of the premium of insurance now, or at 
the time of your last voyage ?—I spoke of the voyages during 
the time I was a commander; I think it is the same now. 

2421. Have you ever been on board a man-of-war, and do you 
know the proportion of stores they take, as compared with the 
Company's fully equipped ships ? —I do not. 

2422. Are you aware that the Company's ships have more 
than men-of-war ?—I should have thought not. 

2423. You stated your complement of men to be 135; how 
many of those men should you consider necessary merely for 
the navigation of the ship, if you had no armament whatever ? 
—1 think the management of the sails and yards, and of the 
navigation generally, requires that number. 

2424 A China ship with thirty-six guns and wkh 130 men: 
what force should you say a ship of that description would be 
able to encounter in case of war ; would it encounter a thirty- 
two gun frigate?—She ought to be equal to repel an attack. 

2425, Would she be more than equal to any privateer?— 
Certainly, of the smaller class. 
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What did you do with any surplus you might have he- 8 Mar. llttffi 
yond what you invested?—We were very glad to get bills on /fowler. 

England. 

2427. Is not the Company always ready to take your money ? 

—Sometimes the treasury is open, at others not: at some sea¬ 
sons I have known it not open. 

2428. What exchange do they give you?-The current ex¬ 
change of the day; the Company’s bills are always preferred. 

2429. What was the least rate that you took the Company’s 
bills at ?—Tlie very last rate I took them at was 4$. Id. the 
dollar, 

2430. What did that dollar cost you?—I reckoned it at 5s. 
in currency. 

2431. Is that dollar worth 5s. ?—No, it is not so; but it is a 
mode of reckoning it, in the same way as we reckon the rupee at 
half-a-crown when it is not so. But if I present an invoice in 
India of goods that I bring out, the buyer says, I will give you 
8 per cent, or 10 per cent., and he turns the pound sterling into 
eight rupees, and he calls it a percentage upon the eight rupees; 
whereas, if you want to remit that money home, instead of being 
2s. 6cl. it is only about Is. 9 d. 

2432. What does the dollar actually cost you in London ?— 

It is about 4s. or is. Id. 

2433. If the dollar being worth 4 s. you get bills of the Com¬ 
pany at %. 7 d. is not that a very profitable return from China ? 

—Yes, but it does not always happen ; the last two voyages I 
had remittances at 3 s. Ik/, and 4 s. 

2434. Has that happened to you more than once ?—It hap¬ 
pened to me the last time I had remittances from China, in 1828. 

2435. Have you not remitted dollars at 6s. ?—No. 

2436. What is the highest rate at which you ever knew it?— 

1 think the highest I ever heard of as an officer was 5s. 1(4/.; it 
w as at the close of the war. 

2437. What has been the rate with rupees ?—It has been is. 

8 d. and Is. 1(4/. 

2438. Did you ever invest your money at so low a rate of 
exchange as you have stated, more than once ?—I did not invest 
the proceeds; it was some goods remitted home by bill, and 
that bill was at 4 a. : but sooner than remit money at that price, 
had I been in China, I should have preferred running the risk in 
merchandize. 

2439. You have stated that you consider a China ship with 
130 men and 36 gums capable of repelling a small French frigate; 
are you aware that the Kent Indiaman, fully equipped, with 
315 men on board, was taken by a French frigate ?—Hie Kent 
was taken, I think, by surprise; the number of men alluded to 
were two-thirds military recruits. 
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2440. What was the size of the Kent ?—800 tons. 

2441. Do you recollect the circumstance of a French frigate 
WAUetger. an( j a B i 00 p 0 f wa r in 1810 attacking four Indiamen and taking 

two of them ?—No, 

2442. Would not a greater risk be incurred by individuals 
sending home their ships when it suited them, instead of a number 
of vessels returning home together, as is the case under the 
Company ?~*~ Certainly. 

2443. What would be the effect, of throwing open the China 

trade, in your estimation ?—It would he attended with very great 
risk. I could quote one instance that would bear a little upon 
the question. When I returned from India the last voyage, 
there was one of the ships that the Company took up for one 
voyage was sent out to China. The commander was a friend of 
mine; I gave him a letter to one of the Hong merchants, Mdcjua, 
an intimate friend of mine also : he sent this letter up by Ins 
purser ; it was requesting Moqua to befriend this commander 
and buy his investment: he said lie would buy it from him for 
my sake; but when the commander came up to Canton he was 
not in uniform. Mocjuasaid, “Ah! my friend, how is this you 
are not in uniform ? ’ “ No/’ said he, “ I am not entitled to 

wear it.” “ Are not you one of the Company’s captains?” 
“ No,” he said. “ Then,” said the Hong merchant, " I know 
Captain Alsager, but I no can take your cargo.” He declined 
having any thing to do with him on that account. 

2444. Do the officers commanding the American trading ships 
wear the Company’s uniform ?—They are not entitled to do it. 

2445. Do the officers of country ships wear it?—No, 

2446. Do you consider the Chinese desirous of foreign trade ? 
—I should say decidedly not. 

2447. What would be the effect of an increase of smuggling 
in the event of the trade being thrown open?—I can hardly say 
to what extent it might take place. 

2448. Is there any limit now to the smuggling that is carried 
on at Canton ?«—~Opium is a smuggled article, but that takes 
place outside the port of Canton. 

2449. Do you not think that risk would be incurred with 
respect to the regular trade in the event of a great increase of 
the smuggling trade?—I think that would lead to riot and dis¬ 
turbance, which would put a stop to the trade altogether. 

2450. Do you believe that the Chinese are aware of the nature 
of the East-India Company ?—I think they have the highest 
confidence in them, and they think them superior to any other 
power that they have intercourse with. 

2451. Are they aware that they are the governors of the 
adjacent territory ?—I think I have heard of their reluctant 
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Hcclgmenfc that they are aware of their vicinity, but it is & Mar 
so vague that. I could not speak to it. ^ 

2452. If you had capital sufficient to undertake a voyage to 
China in a ship of 1200 tons, the cargo being entirely your own, 
and the freight to bo £22 a ton, should you expect, from your 
knowledge of the trade, to obtain a profitable return, or to lose 
by the adventure ?—It is an enormous concern for one individual 
to undertake it is far beyond my calculation. 

245$. You have stated, that if the trade was thrown open, 
you think it would soon be entirely interrupted, in consequence 
of the disorders that would take place ; have you ever known 
the trade to be interrupted between the Americans and the 
Chinese ?—In the business of the Italian sailor it was. 

2454. How long was it interrupted ?— I think the Americans 
got tired of it in about six weeks, and gave up the man. 

2455. Have you ever known the trade been interrupted by 
any differences between the Company and the Chinese ?—Yes ; 
in die business of the Topaze, a man was killed by the frigate, 
and they looked to the Company to give up the men from the 
frigate that had committed the murder. 

2456. Was it interrupted at all in the year 1814?—I recollect 
there were circumstances which kept the ships at JLintin a long 
time, while the Factory had disputes with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. 

2457. Do you know how long the Americans have carried on 
trade with Canton ?~~I cannot say. I recollect the Americans 
as long as I have been in the habit of going to China. 

2458. Is not the country trade with Canton more extensive 
than the trade carried on direct from England to China ?—If it 
includes the Company’s ships, I should think it was. 

2459. Exclusive of the Company’s ?-j am not prepared to 
say. The trade is very extensive, no doubt. 

2460. Has that trade ever been interrupted?—I do not know 
that it has ; but the Lascar is much more under control than a 
European sailor. 

2461. Are those ships manned by Lascars, commanded by 
Europeans?—They are. 

2462. You have stated that the Chinese are a people eminently 
adverse to trade ?—I think they are adverse to alt innovation 
and all alteration. 

245:1. Do you know whether they trade with Sincapore?— 
Lately one or two junks have been down there; but whether 
it is with the western part of China, or whether it is Amoy, on 
the eastern part, I cannot say. 

2464. Do you believe that the trade with Sincapore by the 
Chinese vessels has been confined to one or two junks in a year? 
•—Sincapore is a very infant settlement, and I think was scarcely 
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known to the Chinese more than four or five years back ; 

■i the junks that came in we scarcely knew where they came from, 

' mger ' because, if you include all the coast of Cochin China, there may 
be numbers, but from China I scarcely know one. 

2465. Did the Chinese trade to Batavia ?—Yes; I think about 
two junks in a year. 

2466. Did they trade to Siam?—I cannot say : we often met 
with them in the China seas. 

2467. Did they trade to Malacca?—I think I have seen two 
junks in the Straits of Malacca sometimes; but to what extent 
the trade is, I cannot say. 

2468. From what do you infer that they are a nation adverse 
to trade?—-Merely from intercourse; whatever is new to them 
they set their faces against. 

2469. Do they set their faces against those articles of 
European manufacture or produce which they stand in want 
of, and which can be furnished to them cheaper and better 
than the productions of their own country? —I should think 
the Chinese demand for European articles is on a very small 
scale, 

2470. Do they set their faces against dollars?—It is not 
customary for them to do so. 

2471. Are not dollars an article of trade?—I can hardly call 
money an article of trade. 

2472. But of course, adverse as they are to trade, they do 
not expect to get the dollars of Europeans or Americans with¬ 
out giving something in return ?—Certainly not. 

8473. Then they are capable of understanding the benefits 
of trade, and of adopting them?—Yes; but they like trade in 
the old ways better than the new ones. 

2474, Do you happen to know whether any of the junks that 
came to Sincapore ever brought tea?—I do not know that. 

2475, You have stated that there was an interruption to the 
trade on the occasion of the affray between the crew of the 
Topaze and the Chinese: are you aware whether the trade was 
suspended upon that occasion by the supercargoes or by the 
Chinese ?-~By the Chinese government. 

2476, Are you not aware, that xjpon that occasion the Chi¬ 
nese government addressed a communication to the commodore 
of the Company’s ships, stating that if they would withdraw 
themselves from the influence or control of the select Com¬ 
mittee, the Chinese would trade with them, and give them 
goods, and carry on commercial intercourse with them ?—The 
Chinese did attempt to set the commanders against the Com¬ 
pany, to divide the interest; but we said, we are entirely under 
the orders of the Select Committee, and must attend to them. 

2477, Was not the purport of the communication .with the 
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___ sent upon that occasion, that they were willing to trade 8 Mar. 1830. 

with the ships if you would withdraw yourselves from the con¬ 
trol of the Select Committee; in tact, that they would throw ' 
open the trade, and give you cargoes and receive your goods?— 

I think it was only a trial to see how far they could divide the 
English authorities there. 

2478. In point of fact, did they not oiler to trade with ships 
independently of the Select Committee, if you would withdraw 
yourselves from the control and influence of the supercargoes ? 

—I do not think it extended so far as that; it was a little 
inquiry to know whether we would act without the authority of 
the supercargoes, and finding that we could not do it, they 
ceased immediately. 

2479. Did they not state, that if you would act without the 
supercargoes they would agree to trade with you?—I think not 
as far as that. 

2480. Did Hot the communication convey a disposition to 
deal with you upon the terms mentioned?—I think it was 
merely a trial, without any sincerity, to divide us. I cannot say 
what was the purport of the communication. 

2481. Can you state how many tons bulk the spare stores 
taken out in the Company’s regular ships would occupy?— 

Water is the most bulky article. 

2482. The question refers to cordage and sails, and every 
thing else except water?—The actual room.that they occupy 
is very small; it is in the lazaretto, from the foremast to the 
bows. If the object of the question is to ascertain how much 
cargo less is brought home in consequence of those stores, the 
stores are put where no cargo is permitted to be put; they are 
put in the bows of the ship, in the orlop deck, where tea would 
be liable to damage. 

2488. Then you mean to say that the cordage and sails, and 
all the valuable stores, are put in a place where cargo is not 
permitted to be put?—It is. 

2484. Are you aware that some country ships have gone 
from Bombay to China manned entirely with Europeans, and 
traded there without any interruption whatever ? — I was not 
aware of that. 

2185. You have stated that large ships have a great advan¬ 
tage in the port of Canton, with reference to the tonnage dues, 
from the mode of measurement being such as to leave large 
spaces at each extremity unmeasured ; are those spaces which 
are not measured larger in proportion to the spaces which are 
measured in a large ship than they are in a small ship?— 1.hey 
would be in proportion to the entire body of the vessel. 

2486 Does not the space which is measured, that is, the 
distance between the centre of the foremast and the centre of 
the ttuzenmast, and the extreme width, increase in the same 
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proportion as the spaces which are not measured, accord 
the size of the ship ?—No doubt; but then the depth is not 
Capt.H./tlsager, rec fconed at all, and therefore there is a gain upon the depth. 

2487. Is not the mode of measurement such, that the tonnage 
upon which the Chinese calculate the duty is as much larger 
in proportion in a large ship as it is in a smaller ship?—Cer¬ 
tainly it is, 

2488. Then is not the result the same upon a small ship as 
upon a large ship?—No ; because, as I said before, it is a mere 
superficial measurement, and the depth is not reckoned, where 
there is a gain of seven feet, and the two extremes are not 
measured also. The calculation is made only upon the part 
that is measured, which upon a ship of 1300 tons is about 
4,000 tales, and on a 500 ton ship about 3,000 tales. 

2489. What effect, in your opinion, would the opening of 
the trade have, supposing the. Company’s trade to remain as at 
present, upon the supply of tea, both as to regularity, as to 
quantity, and as to quality ?—The supply of tea would be regu¬ 
lated in a great measure by the demand. 

2490. Would the quantity of good tea be as great in that 
case as it is now, or greater or less ?—I think a large demand 
would lead to the manufacture of a deteriorated article; and I 
think the Company would always have the preference of what¬ 
ever was in the market. 

2491. You think the Company would always have preferable 
means of purchase, whatever might arise, as long as they were 
purchasers ?—I do. 

2492. How do you account for the smuggling having in¬ 
creased, of late years, very much, with all this protection on 
the part of the Company ?—I am not aware of any smuggling 
at all that has taken place in the Company’s service; all that I 
know of is outside the port, where ships are sailing amongst the 
islands, and their general trade is opium. I am not aware that 
there is any smuggling whatever in any other article. 

2493. From what you know of the Chinese, do you not think 
they would be disposed to sell to the highest bidder. Sup¬ 
posing the trade to be open, and that Englishmen could go 
there as well as the Company, would they sell to the Company 
cheaper than to any body else ?—I think the Company would 
have the best article offered them at a certain price. 

2494. You think competition in the market would not affect 
the price ?—I think a large would, as in general merchandize 
I think it does. 

2495. If the demand for good teas increased by opening the 
trade, do not you think the supply would be increased in pro¬ 
portion ?—I think it would open the door to a great deal of 



,'EjCT COMMITTEE of the HO USE OF COMMONS. 


-ated article; how far the growth might be increased in ® 
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WALTER STEVENSON^ DAVIDSON, Esq. called in, 


and examined. 


2496. Have you resided in Canton as a merchant Yes, W. 8..Davidson, 


I have. 


*>497. Will you state to the Committee, when you went there, 
how long you stayed, and in what business you were employed? 
—I first of all visited China in the year 1807, but stayed merely 
that season ; I returned to settle there in the year 1811 and I 
finally quitted it in 1822. 

219,8. Are you a British subject ?—Unquestionably; lama 
native of Scotland. 

2499. How were, you allowed to reside at Canton as a mer¬ 
chant, not belonging to the Company's establishment ?—Ire- 
sided there as a naturalized Portuguese subject, and I obtained 
that naturalization for a space of 1.00 years and upwards. I 
received it by favour from the King of Portugal; I paid nothing 
for it. 

2500. Would.you have been allowed to remain as an English 
subject, unless you had been naturalized or under some other 
flag ?—Unquestionably not. So far from it, when I obtained 
the letter of naturalization I wrote to the then Court of Direc¬ 
tors, informing them that I had got such, but that ! still wished 
to pvoceed out in one of their ships to China, and they replied 
to me that they could not think of permitting it, 

2501. Did they attempt to prevent your residence there 
when you appeared as a Portuguese subject?—Never; nor had 
I ever occasion to appear as a Portuguese subject; and for 
obvious reasons, I never sought to do so. 

2502. Will you state in what character you did appeav?-~I 
never was, from the commencement of my residence to the 
termination, desired to state in what character 1 appeared. 

2503. Was it known that you had been naturalized as a Por¬ 
tuguese ?—Perfectly notorious on the spot. 

2504. Do you not believe that it .was on that account you 
were allowed to remain?—Entirely. 

2505. What was the firm of your business?—The firm of 
business, when 1 joined it, was Baring and Company; it after¬ 
wards became 'Molony, K charts, and Company, and afterwards 
W. 8. Davidson and Company. 

2506. What Mr. Baring was it?—It was Mr. George 
Baring- 

2507. Was he a member of the Company’s Factory there ?— 
No, he was not; he had previously resigned the service, and 
resided in England. 
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2508. Had he been in the Company V service ?—He h 

2509. Who were associated with you ?—-Two other Com¬ 
pany’s servants, Mr. ■Mtilony and Mr. Robarts. 

2510. They were then belonging to the Factory ?—They were. 

2511. How long had they been established as agents at Can¬ 
ton ?—-The house existed for many years before. The earliest 
member of it with w hom I am acquainted is Mr. Fitzhugh, now 
in London, the present Lord Strathallan : Mr. Henry and Mr. 
William Baring, the brothers of Mr. George Baring, also be¬ 
longed to it, 

2212. In what year did you join them ?~In 18111 went out. 

2213. What was the business they carried on w hen you joined 
them ?—Agents in all articles the produce of India, but chiefly 
cotton and opium; certainly opium and cotton formed nine- 
tenths of the business. 

2514. Then it is presumed that the Factory knew perfectly 
that you managed the trade in opium ?—That will require a 
little explanation. I mentioned that I was in China in 1807, 
during which time I became acquainted with all the members 
of that firm: in consequence of which, upon the East-India 
Directors depriving their servants of the power of carrying on 
the opium agency, they invited me to go out to China to 
manage it; and the bona fide understanding was, that every dol¬ 
lar that was derived from the opium agency should go into my 
pocket; and every dollar that was derived from the cotton 
agency, which was still legal and allowable, should go into 
theirs. 

2515. How long had the Company allowed their servants to 
be opium agents ?•— As well as 1 can recollect, the East-India 
Directors had capriciously changed their regulations two or three 
times ; I cannot say precisely. 

2516. Did they change them after the time of your joining 
the house ?•—Yes. They afterwards deprived them of the 
power of acting as cotton agents ; or rather, they desired that 
instead of certain parties, who then acted as cotton agents, re¬ 
taining it, it should be carried on by them, or others of their 
servants, for the benefit of the whole Factory. Mr. Molony and 
Mr. Robarts declined to take it. on that footing, alleging" very 
properly, that as they were very often obliged to remain at 
Canton during the hot season to‘attend to the business, when 
the others were amusing themselves at Macao, it was not fair ; 
and it was upon that occasion that the house assumed my name, 
and all the business fell into my hands. 

2517. Did any of those Company’s servants continue partners 
with you in any portion of the business ?— In nothing whatever. 

2518. During the time you remained, did any of the Com¬ 


pany’s servants afterwards act as 


for any business ?~ 
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. afterwards, till 1822, when I quitted the country, and I 
have every reason to believe not since. 

2519. How many factories existed in Canton during the time 
you were there?—There was the English; the American had a 
consul, not a company; the Dutch had supercargoes, and they 
had a factor)* also. 

2520. Had the Dutch company a monopoly ?— It had ceased 
to be a monopoly, because the Company ceased to operate at 
the time of the war of the French Revolution. The Spanish 
also had a factory and a factor, but he resided almost entirely at 
Macao, as agent for the Royal .Philippine Company. There was 
the Swedish, they had no business, and the consul of which, 
Sir Andrew Ljunstedt, resided at Macao. The French, Prus¬ 
sian, Austrian, and Danish, had been formerly known there, 
but there were no consuls excepting nominal ones. In one in¬ 
stance they were British subjects who were the consuls. Messrs. 
Magmacs, 1 think, were the Prussian consul and vice-consul. 

2521. Have any partners of that house lately come home? — 
Yes, the chief partner is in this country now, Mr. Hoi ling worth 
Magniae. There was an Austrian factory, but it was during 
my time always let to captains of the Company's ships or others; 
and I think there was a hong called Danish. The difference 
between a hong and a factory is, that a hong comprises several 
places of residence. 

2522. Were there any other Englishmen under foreign flags 
residing at that time in Canton, beside your own house and 
Magniac’a ?•—In the course of my residence I admitted a part¬ 
ner, who was the Sardinian consul. 

2523. Was he a partner with you ?—Yes, lie became so, and 
is now at the head of that house, Mr. Dent, 

2524. Bid you trade on your own account, or act as agent, 
during the time you staid there ?—I did both. 

2325. Will you slate to the Committee in what manner you 

managed the sale of the opium consigned to you as agents ?_ 

Nothing was more simple. The ship on hoard which opium was, 
lay generally at Whampoa, at that time, about twelve miles 
from Canton. The parties who purchased opium of my house 
paid the money in Canton, and so soon as it was ascertained 
that the silver was good, which was done by shroffs I had for the 
purpose, they received an order on the officer to take the opium 
out of the ship. The purchasing parties then went down, gene¬ 
rally un ier the colour of night, and took the opium out of the 
ship ; that is to say, broke open the chests and threw the opium 
into bags, leaving the chests on board, because they were not 
so handy for their boats. 

2526. Is it within your knowledge that they obtained any 
orders or made any preliminary arrangements before they could 
goon board for the opium?—Decidedly. As far as general 
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; 0. report and general belief, they always had an understanding 
the Mandarins previously to taking opium out: that is to say, 
Duvidwn, |jj e y re q U i re d to know how much money they should pay them 
on each chest; and when this money was paid, those, persons, it 
was always understood, gave orders that they should not be 
molested. 

2527. Was it known in Canton that those ships had opium 
onboard, although the article was contraband?—It was quite 
notorious to all the parties. 

2528. Was it know to all the authorities ?—I cannot ^say 
that it was known to the Fooyuen or the Hoppo, but I do not 
doubt it. 

2529. Have you ever known any attempt to seize the opium 
on board of a ship lying at Whampoa?—l never heard of such 
a thing. 

2530. Have you ever known more ships than one lying at 
Whampoa with opium ?—Many. 

2531. Where did they lie at that time; was it between 
Danes’ Island and French Islands?—Near both. They gene¬ 
rally chose the most quiet and sequestered spot; because,’as 
their anchor was likely to be down so much longer than any 
other vesse] : , it was desirable that they should be out of 
the way. 

2532. Are you aware that the custom-house authorities inva¬ 
riably appointed boats to watch those opium vessels ?—Certainly. 

2533. Then your opinon is, that the smuggling of opium was 
with the knowledge of the authorities there, and you never knew 
of any interruption to it?—I have known interruption to it, but 
I have never known any difficulty on board the ship. 

2534. What difficulty have you known out of the ship?—I 
have known periods when the demands and extortions of the 
Mandarins were so high that it was not possible to sell opium. 

2535. Notwithstanding that, was any attempt ever made to 
seize the opium on board the ships ?—Never, that I knew of. 

2536. When ships arrive at Canton containing opium, in what 
way is the cargo entered?- Opium is never entered: every ship 
bringing opium always brings some other cargo; that other 
cargo is always the cargo entered. 

2537. Is there any additional charge made on ships which 
lie there, as the opium ships do, the year round?—I never knew 
an instance; that is to say, I never was obliged to pay, but I 
have been plagued about it. 

2538. How long have you known a ship lie there ?—I do not 
remember any instance of a ship lying above a year, excepting 
one to my; own consignment : she lay much more, and it was 
about her that I had a great deal of trouble. It was a very 
unusual occurrence, and would be likely always to give trouble. 
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Are you aware whether the Hong merchants have any g Mar. 1830. 
uvut to do in the opium trade ?—I am afraid some of them 
have had : I knew one very well who was too ready to deal in ’ 

it: I never dealt with him myself, because I did not approve 
of it, but I believe he has dealt frequently iu it. 

2540. Does that Hong merchant, still belong to the Hong?— 

The Hong merchant to whom I alluded no longer belongs to 
the Hong. 

2541. Are the Hong merchants changed from time to time? 

_I have never known them changed, except by death* or bank¬ 
ruptcy, or banishment. 

2542. Are you aware whether they pay any sum of money 
to obtain the privilege of the Hong?—I. do not know it, but I 
have no doubt of it. I believe that nothing is to be obtained 
in China without paying the authorities. 

2543. Have you any doubt that any thing may be obtained in 
China on paying for it ?—-There are very few things that may 
not, I believe. 

2544. Will you state generally what the rate of commission 
on doing business at Canton was in your time ?—Generally, in 
my time, commissions were reduced ; and which I believe is the 
the usual practice in all countries where trade is extending, and 
where it begins very high. Oft cotton I never knew it below 
three per cent. ; on opium I knew it live per cent., and it be¬ 
came three. There were many parties in China who did busi¬ 
ness on much smaller commissions than this. My house made 
a rule of never doing so, by which means we lost a great deal of 
business. 

2545. Had you, during the whole time you remained there, 
ever any trouble yourself on account of being an agent for 
opium?—I was in a constant sea of trouble. 

2546. With the Chinese authorities ?—J never had occasion 
to come into direct communication with the Chinese authori¬ 
ties: 1 avoided it, because it would have been of no avail. 


2547. Will you state what you mean by saying, that you 
were in a sea of trouble; what were the difficulties you met 
with?—Constant interruptions, owing to the exactions of the 
Mandarins, which stopped the sales altogether in some in¬ 
stances. On other occasions, after the parties who bought the 
opium of me had paid down the money and had got their orders, 
it could not be delivered, and I was obliged to refund, because 
they could not make their arrangements; and as parties in those 
circumstances are sometimes very unreasonable, in some in¬ 
stances they wanted me to indemnify them for the profits they 
might have got, when it was in fact their own government which 
impeded them. 


2548. Have you any means of judging whether the trouble 
attending the sale of opium is less now, since the ships were 
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removed from Whampoa and stationed themselves at Lin ting, 
$ Drnuts n 0l ^ s ^ e t ^ ie nver ?—I should say that I do not believe there is 
' 'jfiV/. ' ° }> * mudi difference in the trouble, but a vast difference in the 
anxiety: because, in the one case, they were liable to seizure 
any day : in the other ease, they lie in a spot where they can 
defend themselves against any power that can come against 
them. 

2549. You mean to say, that the trade, in your time, whilst 
the ships lay at Whampoa, was more difficult than it is now ? — 
More full of anxiety. There was no difficulty in it; it was a 
very good business. 

2550. Did you ever know of any other articles except opium 
being smuggled?—I have heard of a great many, but I never 
smuggled any other articles myself in the import trade. 

2551. With regard to the exports? —In exports I smuggled 
very largely of silver, because it was a prohibited article as well 
as opium ; and so was tutenague, I believe : and the rule which 
guided me was, that I would smuggle the articles which were 
prohibited, but not those upon which a direct duty was laid. 

2552. Can you state what was the number of chests of opium 
imported at Canton in your time ?—The quantity varied: on 
general recollection, I think l may say 6,090 or 7,000 chests. 

2553. How many pounds does a chest contain ?—I think a 
chest contains two niaunds of 82 pounds each; that is, 164 
pounds, or it may be two niaunds of 74 pounds each. 

2554. What was the average price you sold it for,?—I think I 
have known the price vary from 1,200 dollars to 2,400 dollars. 

2555. Are you aware that the trade to China has now increased 
to 13,000 or 14,000 chests ?—So 1 have heard oflate years, and 
1 have no doubt of it. 

2556. What was the value of the opium you have stated?— 
From 8,000,000 to 12,000,000 of dollars, between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 sterling. 

2557. Was all the opium that you received Company’s opium, 
or was there any Turkey opium ?—There was Turkey opium. 

2558. What proportion to the quantity of Company’s ?— I am 
not prepared to say, nor can 1 find amongst my papers sufficient 
data tq give that conclusion. 

2559. You have stated that you smuggled silver, did you ever 
apply for a chop for permission to export it?—Never. 

2560. Do you know that the Company have exported silver ? 
—Yes ; 1 have heard so. 

2561. Do you know whether they received a chop permitting 
them to export it ?—I have no doubt of it; 1 am convinced they 
would not hazard the doing it without. 

2562. What responsibility did you consider to attach to you as 
an agent, selling a prohibited article like opium?—In a peon- 
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point of* view, I never considered it was a responsibility that 8 1 
uId be valued; nor did I ever charge, or pretend to have a right . 

to charge any thing for it. Personally, of course, every man who aviUson > 
resides m China runs a great risk. The government, for instance, 
as I have stated, knew full well that a ship was at Whampoa with 
a large quantity of opium ; that she was to my consignment; and 
they might have imprisoned me any day, and said, till you pay 
100,000 tales you shall not be released. 

2563. Did that ever happen during your residence there ?— 

Never. 

2564*. Did you ever hear of its happening ?—Never. I do not 
think that in the history of the trade there has been an instance 
of it. 

2565. What risk did you consider you ran in smuggling silver ? 

—None whatever, beyond the seizure of the silver, with which 
they are always exceedingly well satisfied. 

2566. Have you known many seizures made ?~I have known 
some, but very few indeed, the parties are so exceedingly expert. 

2567. Upon whom did that loss fall?—It fell upon the party 
for whom it was a remittance to India, either myself or my con¬ 
stituents, as the case might be. 

2568. Could that risk become a matter of insurance?—Cer¬ 
tainly not. 

2569. Have you ever known it taken it as such ?—I think no 
European would ever be so foolish to run such a risk. I cannot 
pretend to say that it has never been made a risk ; I never w ould 
have run the risk myself for any reasonable premium. 

2570. In your time did the Chinese undertake to put the sil¬ 
ver on board for you ?—Yes. 

2571. What rate did you pay them for it? I bought the sil¬ 
ver of them, and they undertook to put it on board. It was de¬ 
liverable on board, and I paid them sometimes before and some¬ 
times after they brought me the captain’s receipt for it. 

2572. Then your, own risk was at an end ?—Entirely; except 
when I chose to step out of the way and trusted them, which I 
have often done with all those parties, both in silver and in 
opium. 

2573. Do you mean to say that you sold opium on credit? — 

Yes, I have, very foolishly. 

2574. Then it i 9 presumed your opinion of the Chinese was 
very good?—It must have been so, when I sold to the greatest 
rogues in the country an article on credit. 

2575. Did you ever make any bad debts in such cases ?—Yes, 

I have. 

2576. You stated that some time after you sold the opium, 
the parties came to you to have the money returned, because 
they could not cret an order for the landing of it; is it an univer- 
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sal practice In getting ihfo article cn shore to get an order from 
the Mandarins before an attempt is made to land it ?—I should 
think by no means, The parties who.hacl my Order for the opium, 
it they couM evade the Mandarins, avoided paying them; but 
generally speaking, I believe, they cannot evade them, am! that 
they lino it the surest way to pay therm 

2577. Generally speaking, is permission obtained from the 
Mandarins before an attempt k made to land the opium ?—I 
should think the parties generally pay in order to -secure the 
safety of the opium: but. I may be permitted to add, that I 
should think it very likely, in the case of paying too small a sum, 
the Mandarins might still seize the opium afterwards ; and 1 
should think that the parties, unless they were disposed to pay 
the full fee, would rather run the risk altogether, 

2578. Is there then any established fee ?—- Yes* there is an 
established fee for to-day; but you cannot depend upon them 
beyond the day, it is constantly liable to variation, 

2579. Is there always a pvice, in the nature of a fee paid to 
the Mandarins, which will ensure the landing of opium?—Ex¬ 
cept at such times when their demands are so extortionate that 
it is impossible to sell tbe opium. 

2580. What is the greatest payment you have known to be 
made to a Mandarin ?—I know nothing whatever of the fine 
paid to the Mandarin. 

2581. You .stated that the opium agents are generalty watched 
by boats from the custom-house when the opium is taken out 
of the ship, with an order obtained from the Mandarins: are 
those boats generally present?—I believe the system has been? 
when they have received intelligence From their chiefs, to 
retire. 

2582. Are you not aware that those custom-house boats are 
moored astern and on the quarter of every vessel?—Custom¬ 
house boats are; but I am not aware that trie boats whose duty 
it is to seize those parties are moored there ; they are far too 
weakly manned and armed* 

2593. Are you not aware that those boats permitted the 
opium to be landed?—Decidedly. 

2584. Could they prevent it if they pleased ?—That does not 
follow; they may not be strong enough. I have known instances 
of the Chinese opium boats overpowering ail fore % where it 
was a very large quantity, and it was worth their while killing 
and wounding men; but generally they do not attempt it. 

2585. On such an occurrence happening, have you ever 
known any notice taken of it by the government ?— Never, 

2586. Besides opium, have not you purchased tea on com¬ 
mission?—My export in that way has been but small. T have, 
however, done it often. 
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What was the commission you were allowed on tea ? 
hree per cent, the same as on cotton. 

2538. Generally speaking, did you not buy and sell the 
different commodities of Canton ?—Certainly. 

.2589. Have you found any difficulty in your dealings, either 
with the' Hotig merchants or with the outside merchants?— 
I very seldom dealt with the outside merchants. I have often 
found difficulties with both descriptions. 

2590. Did they refuse to sell to you, or refuse to buy ?—Never. 

2591. What are the difficulties that you met with ; have they 
refused to pay ?—Yes, I have met with many difficulties of that 
nature, having the misfortune to deal with bankrupts. 

2592. What should y ou say'of the facility of doing business 
in the port of Canton as compared with other ports ?-—I should 
say it is greater in that, than in any other country I have ever 
either visited or heard of. 

2593. Have you ever sent teas on your own account to New 
South Wales or any other place ?■—Not on my own account; 
but I have sent them on account of other parties many times. 

2594> Did you buy those teas by previous contract, or as 
you found them in the market?—I have bought them both ways. 
When I knew that the vessel was coming, then, of course, I 
would buy them by contract previously; when a vessel came 
suddenly w ith an order, and had to return immediately, I was 
obliged to buy them at the moment. 

2595. As a general rule, then, when you knew a vessel was 
coming, you would provide the cargo by previous arrangement? 
—Unquestionably. 

2596. Do you not consider that the East-India Company, 
by having a regular demand for their trade to England, can 
buy their teas cheaper than a stranger, who goes into the 
market with only a short time to purchase his cargo in?—Cer¬ 
tainly ; the Company buy their teas at great advantage. 

2597. Do you think, if your purchases had been large, you 
would have had equal facilities with the Company ?—I think, if 
my purchases were equally large, I should have equal facility, 
if 1 were equally active and intelligent. 

2598. Do you consider that the principal advantage which 
the Company has arises from the great extent of purchases and 
sales which they make?—Yes, I do. 

2599. Are you aware of any other advantage they have 
beyond their groat punctuality and their great dealings?— 
That seems to me to embrace every advantage that can be pos¬ 
sessed by a great trading company. 

2600. Supposing the Company to continue to trade there, 
and supposing the trade thrown open to other Englishmen, 
with liberty to settle and reside at Canton, do you foresee any 
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difficulties in carrying on the trade at Canton ?—I foresee that 
many may arise. 

2601. Will you state what difficulties you anticipate?—I 
bellfeve that individuals would conduct themselves so irregularly, 
that they would quickly become embroiled with the Chinese. 

2602/ Have you ever known, during the time you resided 
there, any interruption, or any individuals coming in collision 
with the authorities there?—1 think I stated before, that we 
knew better than to come into collision with the government; 
but we have had many grievances. 

2603. When a grievance occurred, in what way did you apply 
for the redress of that, grievance ?—During the whole of my 
residence I never had occasion to apply for the redress of any ; 
but I have heard the modes taken by other parties, which modes 
are generally understood to be by going to the Viceroy’s palace, 
with a chop, or letter, stating the grievances; that is to say, a 
great collection of people, who are of the same mind, and who 
were generally labouring under a common grievance, forced 
their way through the city gate and made to the palace; and 
when they succeeded, as they frequently did, the parties there 
were very glad to take their letter, and to get rid of them. 

2604. Do you allude to the Company’s servants as having ever 
done that ?—No; the Company have the privilege, and a very 
great one it is, of communicating with the Canton government 
in Chinese; it was gained by negociation long ago. 

2605. To whom do you allude as having clone that ?—Persons 
connected with the country traders; but I remember on one of 
the most spirited occasions they were headed by a late Chairman 
of the East-India Company, the Honourable Mr. Lindsay, who 
got great credit for the manner in which he conducted the 
business, 

2606. Did he head the party as a servant of the Company, or 
as an Englishman independently of the Company ?—Decidedly 
as as Englishman, and not as a servant of the Company. 

2607. Have you ever known any of the Company’s com¬ 
manders joining in these proceedings ?— 1 The Honourable Mr. 
Lindsay was then the Honourable Captain Lindsay, and a Com¬ 
pany’s commander. 

2608. Did you ever know of any of the Select Committee, or 
the persons belonging to the Company’s establishment there, 
joining in such proceedings ?—No, 1 do not. 

2609. Can you recollect the nature of the remonstrance they 
presented ?—I cannot; I was not on the spot at the time. 

2610. Was redress given to the grievances?—-I think, gene¬ 
rallyspeaking, those petty grievances for which they sought 
redress in this manner were relieved. 

2611. Comparing the time when you arrived at Canton with 
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ue when you came away, do you conceive that, on the 8 Mar 
there were greater facilities for trade at the termination ^ ^ ~ Qvl(hon 



than at the commencement ?—Unquestionably. 

2612. Are you aware whether, from what has taken place 
since you came away, still greater facilities have been afforded? 
—I have heard very*little of the matter since I came away. 

2613. What do you consider to have been the cause of that 
greater facility ?—Privileges obtained by the exertions of the 
EastJndia Company’s Select Committee. 

2614*. Did that apply to the Americans?—Unquestionably. 
I conceive the Americans and all other foreigners have benefited 
by those privileges which have been obtained by the East-India 
Company, and, as I conceive, at the cost of Great Britain. 

2615. Are the Committee to understand that in these remon¬ 
strances by individual Europeans residing there, that the Com¬ 
pany's civil servants ever joined in them or not ?—I believe not. 

2616. You stated, that von were afraid that disturbances 
might take place ; have you’ ever known any interruption of the 
trade of any nation, except that which has taken place with the 
India Company ?—I know the American trade stopped on one 
occasion, in consequence of a life that was lost, in the case of 
the Italian sailor Majocci; I do not remember any other. 

2617. Then what induces you to say there would be a risk of 
disturbance, when you know no instance of that having taken 
place ?—Because I conceive the Chinese would very soon deprive 
you of all your privileges, and the trade would consequently be 
carried on to the greatest disadvantage; the pavties interested 
there would be dissatisfied, and I think it is not going too far 
to say, that they would greatly misconduct themselves in the 
end from cruel irritation. 

2618. Have you not said that it was your interest to conduct 
yourself quietly to avoid collision ?*—Certainly. 

2619. What reason have you to think that other individuals, 
consulting their own interest, would not act with equal caution ? 
-.-Because very few had so large a stake as myself Smaller 
stakes make people less cautious. 

2620. Do you not contemplate, if the trade were open, that 
the agency business would very much increase, so as to be worth 
every individual's attention ?~It is very possible it might. 

2621. Do you contemplate danger as likely to arise, sup¬ 
posing China to remain as it now is with regard to Europeans? 
—There are now a great many private individuals m China who 
have much larger stakes than they had in my time. 

2622. Do you find that they come in collision with the public 
authorities?—I should think not. 

2623. Do you know Mr, Wilcox, an American merchant, who 
was there?—Yes, intimately. 
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1 -2624 ‘'litre ^youever known tum-oir any.of hir country? 
come-in collision, except in the unfortunate case you have 
9 alluded to ?—Nev^r*/... - 

■■ 2825; How often have yon known the tmde interruptedby the 
English coming in collision with the public authorities there ?—• 
Two occasions I have a vivid recollect bii of. The first occasion 
was in 1814; it was the resistance on the part of the supercargoes 
to an attempt made by the government, in conjunction with the 
Hong merchants, to make the monopoly which they possess 
much more dose and injurious fo the English trade than it had 
ever been before. 

2626. That is, the Chinese authorities were anxious to esta¬ 
blish Co-hongs, so as to render the monopoly of the sale of Chi¬ 
nese articles greater ?—The nature of it was to give authority 
to the senior Hong merchants, that they {should have a powder 
to control the juniors, to fix the prices, and in short, to exercise 
a very despotic authority over their own body and over the trade. 

2627. If such had been established, do you consider that an 
increase of the price of teas was anticipated ?—•*I conceive that 
would have followed. 

2628. What steps did the Company take in resisting those 
demands ?—They resisted those demands, by stopping apt only 
their own trade, but. all the country trade. 

2629. How long did they stop that trade P—As well as I can 
recollect* I should say about two months, 

2630. Have yott ever known any interruption by any proceed¬ 
ings of country traders?—Never. 

263E On what other occasion do you recollect any interrup¬ 
tion f~0n the occasion of the aftair of the Topaze frigate, I 
think in the season 1821-2, an affray took place between the 
crew of the frigate and the Chinese, in which some of the Chi¬ 
nese were killed arid wounded, and on that occasion the Chinese 
stopped the trade. • 4 

263 2. Had the Company’s own servants any thing to do with 
causing that ?~-They were not the cause of it, it was a king's 
ship. 

2633. Did any dispute arise about the price of black tea be¬ 
tween the Company’s Factory and the government ?—I am not 
aware of that circumstance. 

2634. How do you account for king’s ships, which of course 
are better disciplined, and under better command and control 
than any other ships, having been the cause of disturbance in 
China, when the country ships have not caused any disturbance ? 
—In the simplest way possible; one party will take blows, the 
other will not. 

2635. Will you explain wdiat you mean ?—King's ships going 
to China, will of course submitJto no insult whatever; and there* 
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> long m%hvy do go to China in the‘present state of things 
qj must embroil the trade, because I hold it to be quite impos¬ 
sible for any ship to be in China, and in contact with the Chinese, 
without being insulted sooner or later. 

26S6. Are the Company’s ships ever insulted in that way ?— 
I have often heard of persons belonging to Company's ships re¬ 
ceiving insulfcsi 

26*37. Then they are obliged to put up with the insults as well 
as others ?*—Of course. I speak or personal insults, and not such 
as affect the honour and character of the Company's representa¬ 
tives in China. 

2638. Supposing the trade were thrown open, and supposing 
the Company to exist as a Company without exclusive privileges, 
and supposing a consul, with a council perhaps on the part of the 
Crown, with powers to regulate the conduct of every Englishman 
visiting Canton, can you form any opinion what would be the 
result as to keeping peace and good understanding with the Ghi-i 
ivese, as compared with wha* now takes place with the Company's 
present establishment?—Supposing such a state of things to 
exist at some future period, I should say that, unless judicious and 
energetic diplomatic arrangements preceded such a change, the 
British trade would not; exist at Canton two seasons without the 
most violent and serious interruption. My reasons for thinking 
so are these. The Company possess the twofold character of 
trading merchants and of a great controlling power: they can 
temporise, as they have done before ; but jf the representatives 
of Great Britain emanated directly from the government of* this 
country, I conceive they would be placed precisely in the same 
situation as the men-of-war have always been in ; that is to say, 
they would stickle for the honour of their government, and they 
would not be able to recede From their first demands, by which 
means the trade would be lost for two seasons at least; many 
individuals would be thereby entirely ruined, and the country 
would be unable to reinstate their commercial intercourse with 
China without incurring a vast cost. 

2639. Have you not stated that other Europeans, when ag¬ 
grieved, have united together to demand redress from the Chi¬ 
nese, and have obtained it ?—In insignificant cases: I have 
stated that to have been dohe on petty occasions, not on great 
occasions, certainly. Such an attempt in the year 1814, when 
the Company made their great stand, would have been as futile 
as it would be for me to hold up my hand in this city for the 
purpose of extinguishing a great fire. 

2640. Have you found, from your own experience, that the 
Chinese people are extremely desirous to carry on trade with 
Europeans ?—Unquestionably, but in their own way, 

2641. Then it is the regulations of the government that you 
consider fcc be hostile ?—Entirely so. 
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2642. You have stated that during your recollection, 
far as you have heard, no interruption has ever taken place with 

s. .Davidson> Americans, who have carried on that trade for many years, 
except in the case of the Italian sailor; have you ever known 
any thing of the kind occur with the Danish, the Spanish, the 
French, and Dutch, during the last five years ?~~-Certainly not, 

2643. Then are the Committee to understand that you anticb 
pate those difficulties from the supposition that irregularities 
would take place on the part of the traders there ?*—That is only 
a part of my reason, which is correct as far as it goes, but also 
from the decided disposition of the Chinese authorities to en¬ 
croach. 

2644. Are you able to state whether the number of indivi¬ 
duals employed in China by the tea trade is very considerable ? 
—I have always understood so. 

2645. Would not the stoppage of the trade which you antici¬ 
pate be as important a grievance to that country, as the stop¬ 
page of a great branch of trade would be to any other country ? 
— Unquestionably ; it would min those engaged in It at the 
moment* 

2646. Do not you consider that would be an inducement to 
them to act on reasonable terms?—The government of China 
and the trading people are so very distinct, that it is impossible 
to suppose one motive actuating both parties, 

2647. Do not the Mandarins and the officers of government 
gain very much by the trade, both regular and smuggled?— 
Unquestionably. 

2648. Would it not be against their interest that any inter¬ 
ruption should take place ? - Certainly. 

2649. Would it not also be against the interests of the English 
residing there to produce any interruption ?—Certainly. 

2650. Both parties being anxious to keep the trade, on what 
ground do you suppose the trade would be lost ?—Because, as 
I stated before, representatives of the King of England could 
not temporize in the same way as the East-India Company have 
alwaywS been ready to do, when judged politic or necessary. 

2651. You stated, that the present Lord Strathallan, and 
several gentlemen then in the Company's service, were con¬ 
cerned in business in Canton; did you mean it to be understood 
that they had any interest whatever in the sale of opium, which 
you described as having taken place?—I stated that, from the 
moment I joined the house, it was upon a clear understanding 
that all the opium agency should be mine, and tha£ the cotton 
and other agency should’ be theirs. 

2652. Did they at all participate in the opium agency?—I 
stated distinctly that in point cf fact they did not participate. 
I bondfde profited by the opium agency, and they bond fide kept 
the other agency. 
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Did you not state that the* Company afterwards put a 9 .Mar, 
'atopto tlpfr servants having an interest hi the cotton agency also ? ffr y \ a ^j son 
— They submitted a proposition, that if it was retained by their ' ‘ ^ 
servants it should be for the general benefit, certain parties 
being nominated by the whole to act. The parties then con¬ 
cerned in it declined the thing on those terms, and conse¬ 
quently I succeeded to the whole agency, hone of the other 
parties in the Company’s Factory choosing to start against me. 

2654. Are the Committee to understand, theft, that those 
gentlemen did nothing in the prosecution of that business, that 
they were not permitted to do as Company’s servants ?—Dis- 
tinctly so. 

2655. Before you joined the house, had the opium agency 
been equally divided between the members of the house?— 
Unquestionably; but the opium agency was much smaller at 
that time than afterwards. 

2656. Had the gentlemen you have mentioned any concern 
in any business which they were not permitted by the Company 
to engage in ?—Those gentlemen participated in nothing but 
what they were legally and strictly authorized to do. When 
they were no longer authorized to do it, they most honourably 
gave k up to me, and the thing was done quite bona fdc: and 
the reason I use that expression is, that in that country it was 
by some supposed to be otherwise; but I state most distinctly, 
that the opium agency profits were bo nd fide given up to me on 
joining the house. 


MartiS) 9° die Martii 1830. 

Captain CHARLES HUTCHINSON called in, and examined, 

2657. You are a captain in the navy?—A commander in the 
navy, 

2658. Since the peace have you employed yourself in the 
command of any ship in the mercantile service?—I took the 
command of a ship called the Bombay Castle, at Liverpool, in 
1819, and went to India, where I remained five years. 

2659. What was the size of the ship ?—Nearly 600 tons. 

2660. During the five years you were in command of this 
Shin had you any intercourse with Canton ?—I went there three 
times, three several years, from Bombay, with cargoes of cotton 
and various other things that are sent from India. 

2661. WAs there any opium on board the ship ?—Not on 
board the ship; it is generally sent in vessels employed for that 
particular trade. 

2662. To what ports did you return when you left Canton?— 
Always to Bombay from China. ^ 
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2663. What were your return cargoes?—They consi 
tea, sugar, silks, camphor, nankeens, and a variety of other 
articles fit for the market of India. 

2664. Was tea any considerable proportion?—No, tea is but 
a very small proportion; it is chiefly used, by Europeans, and by 
a particular class of people called Parsees. 

2665. How long were you at Canton in any one of those 
voyages?—Generally about three or four months. 

2666. Had you the means of knowing whether the trade in 
which you engaged was profitable ?—Yes, I have no doubt it 
was profitable, more or less, at times: and as one proof of it 
I used myself, not knowing any thing of the trade, to lend 
money to merchants at Bombay, who paid eight per cent* for 
it to Canton, and the same back; and they made very largely 
upon it again, as I understood from themselves. Since I 
quitted India, I have heard that they do not succeed so well as 
they did; but that was the state of the trade while I was there. 

2667. How was the ship in which you were employed manned ? 
— Entirely with Lascars, but with European officers. 

2668. Do you know whether any ships have been employed 
in the country trade with China that were manned by Euro¬ 
peans ?—l know of two, but I think there were more. They were 
ships that had been bought by British merchants, but had been 
built in India ; they had the privilege of going to China. They 
claimed the privilege, and went with British seamen on board. 

2669. Supposing the privilege which belongs now to an Indian- 
built ship to extend to all British ships, do you consider that 
advantage would accrue from it to the trade ?—I have very little 
doubt of it. It can be but matter of opinion ; but calculating 
from what I saw the Americans do, I think it must be very 
advantageous ; for they bring goods from England and make a 
profit; and I have myself carried goods to China from India, 
which have been sold with a profit there. 

2670. Supposing there were a greater competition of shipping, 
would not the expense of that trade probably be lower ?—No 
doubt it would. The freights are very heavy upon the ships 
that go from India to China. 

2671. As you were three times at Canton engaged in those 
transactions of commerce, what should you say, from your 
opportunities of observing the character and habits of the people 
of China, as to their disposition with respect to intercourse with 
other countries and carrying on trade generally ?—They have a 
very great avidity to trade with every body they are permitted 
to trade with. The merchants of China are extremely eager to 
trade with every one that comes into the country ; more so than 
any people I have ever seen. 

2G72. Do you mean to say that they are a speculative, trading, 
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country ?—Very much so ; beyond any others I have 

seen. 

2678. As they are disposed to favour trade, and to be specu¬ 
lative and enterpmingin it, are they disposed to be accommo¬ 
dating, and to afford facilities in their intercourse ?^I think the 
people themselves are, in every possible way. The government 
take every opportunity of extorting duties; but those duties are 
not changed ; and so long as you carry on the trade in the 
regular way appointed by them there is no sort of difficulty. 
Liverpool, which is one of the most expeditious ports for com¬ 
merce in England, is not to be. compared with Canton for its 
facility. In half an hour you may conclude a sale of a whole 
cargo of a ship and the purchase of another, and you have no 
further trouble with it; with the Hong merchants particularly: 
the more creditable ones among them are very honest in their 
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2674. You say that the government take every opportunity of 
extorting duties : had you ever an opportunity of observing 
whether other governments are slack in levying duties on trade? 
—Perhaps I was a little incorrect in the expression I used. While 
you adhere to the regulations they have made, you have no tear 
of extortion; but if you do any thing at all illegal you are 
subject to very great extortion,and this extortion their own mer¬ 
chants are liable to if they commit any irregularity. They fre¬ 
quently make the Hong merchants pay fines for no real cause, 
but some pretended ones. 

2675. Had you any dealings with the Hong merchants?— 
Yes, I had, but not to any great extent. 

2676. Are there other merchants, exclusive of the Hong, 
With whom you can deal extensively ?*—A great many, and 
some have very extensive dealings; indeed many of them much 
larger than many of the Hong merchants, who are in fact nothing 
but a name. 

2677. So that you might have sold or bought a cargo without 
having recourse to the Hong merchants beyond what was neces¬ 
sary for securing the ship ?—Precisely so ; it is frequently done. 

2678. Were there many American ships at Canton at any 
period when you were there?—Yes ; many come there every year. 

2679. Had you any intercourse with the captains or the super¬ 
cargoes of those ships ?—I saw them frequently. 

2680. Did you ever hear of any complaint of any want of 
facility in carrying on the trade in China? —No, I never heard 
any one complain of any want of facility in carrying on the trade, 
as long as they adhere to the regulations of the country. 

2681. Had you any opportunity of observing instances in 
which the Americans had to dispose of British manufactured 
goods in China ?-*-There were two ships arrived one season 
when I was there, I understood, entirely loaded with British 
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manufactures, I did not see the actual disposal of them, but it 
was well known that they did dispose of them. They were, I be¬ 
lieve, not of a very good description, and consequently they did not 
sell so advantageously as those of a better description would have 
done. I had some in my ship at the same time which sold at a 
good profit; they had been bought in India at a profit, and they 
were sold again m China at a profit. Those were British cotton 
manufactured goods; chiefly long-cloths and cambrics. I have 
taken woollen goods likewise. 

2682. Did you ever carry any cotton*twist, to China ?—I 
think a small quantity, but that trade had not then acquired any 
great extent. 

2683. At what period were you last in Canton.?—I was there 
last in 1824. 

2684. As the Americans carry on a considerable trade with, 
the Chinese, do they carry it on through the same system of 
agency, and with merchants of the same character as those 
who deal with the English ?—Precisely in the same manner. 

2685. And they meet with the same facility ? —Precisely. 

2686. From your observation of the Chinese, are you of opi¬ 
nion that if this trade was thrown open in the same manner as 
every other trade carried on from this country, there would be 
a great increase in the demand for British manufactures and 
British produce in China ?—I think there would ultimately, but 
not immediately. There would be some increase immediately ; 
but of course that, like all other trades, must increase gradually. 

2687. Have they any dislike to British manufactures?—Cer¬ 
tainly not. 

2688. Do you think they would be induced to purchase them 
by the same considerations which prevail in every other part of 
the world, namely, their cheapness and their excellence as 
compared with the cheapness and the excellence of light 
goods, either the productions of their own country or of other 
countries with which they trade ?—Undoubtedly, I see them 
regulated by the same considerations as other people now, and 
I conceive they would be when the trade was open; I can see 
no reason why it should change their natures. 

2689. Should you say it is a just distinction, speaking of the 
Chinese nation, to say that the people are speculative and much 
disposed to foreign trade, although the government is professedly 
adverse to communication with foreigners?—Yes, certainly. 
The government may be said to be so far adverse to trade, that 
it is jealous of you, knowing what you have done in India, and 
it is apprehensive of your intrusion ; but so long as they may 
be secure that nothing else would be attempted, they are as de¬ 
sirous of carrying on the trade as the people themselves. 

2690. Although the government professes jealousy in its in¬ 
tercourse with foreign nations, do not the servants of the govern- 
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[ford facility to that intercourse, from the consideration 
lie advantage they derive from it?—I cannot say that the 
government does profess any such feeling; it is believed to be so, 
but I do not know that they absolutely profess it. 

2601. In point of fact, are any difficulties thrown in the way 
of commerce by the servants of the government ?--Ccrtainly 
ntit: they have every desire for it, because they derive all their 
emoluments from it. Almost all offices in China are bought. 
The Hoppo at Canton buys his office at a large price, and if the 
trade were stopped he would lose his emoluments, and he would 
have no redress from the government. 

2692. Was there any interruption to the trade when you were 
at Canton, in consequence of any irregularities or difficulties ? — 
There Was an interruption occasioned by the supercargoes of the 
Company themselves. Some men had been killed by the To- 
paze frigate, and two men were demanded in lieu of them. For 
two years they were told that the British Government would be 
applied to. In the third year they insisted upon a decisive 
answer as to those men; they were told that they were men 
under the King's controul, over which the Company had no 
power, and therefore they could give them no answer about 
it, and the Company’s ships were not permitted to go to 
Whampoa, lest they should not afterwards be permitted by the 
Chinese to quit the country. This interruption, I think, conti¬ 
nued for nearly two months ; and the Chinese, finding that the 
Factory were determined not to give up the point, at last 
yielded, and sent a message that the King of England might 
punish those men. The trade was then opened again, arid all 
went on as before. 

2693. What year was that in ?—I think it was in 1822, 

2694. Are you aware of any other interruption arising out of 
the difficulties with the Chinese authorities, or with the Chinese 
people ?—Not while I was in China. 

2695. Do you know of any interruptions that have arisen in 
the American trade ?—Not while I was in China; but I have 
heard of such an interruption, on the occasion of an Italian 
sailor, who was on board one of their ships, having been sup¬ 
posed to have killed one of the people. 

2696. Are you aware of any difficulty or interruption that 
has occurred in the country trade?—None but where the ships 
have committed some irregularity, and that has been but mo¬ 
mentary. 

2697. Ip that case, has the interruption been confined to the 

ship that has so offended, or has it been extended to the trade 
generally?_It has been confined to the ship that has so of¬ 

fended; it has generally arisen from some of the Lascars 
attempting to smuggle opium. 

2698. Has the interference of the government been confined 
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to thv ship that had been guilty of the offence ?—Certain^ 
cases of that kind. 

2699. And the others have received no molestation ?~~None 
at all. 

2700. Have the Americans any public officer at Canton to 
transact their bustneas with the government ?—There is an offi¬ 
cer there who is called the consul, but lie has no power over the 
ships that came there. There are many nominal consuls, of 
different nations, in China, but they have no power. Many ob¬ 
tain these appointments as an excuse to reside, the Company 
having the power to send away all British subjects. 

270 L Is not the consumption of tea quite general in China 
among the native population ?—Quite so, so far as 1 have seen ; 
hut having had intercourse only with a particular portion of the 
empire, it is difficult to pronounce positively. 

2702. Must not the whole quantity exported from China 
bear a small proportion to the quantity that is consumed at 
home?*—I have always understood so from the Hong mer¬ 
chants. 

2703. Do you understand that if there was any increased de¬ 
mand for tea there would be any difficulty in supplying it ?--* 
Certainly not. 

2704. Supposing any interruption to occur to the trade with 
Canton, from any political or other cause, do you suppose there 
would be any difficulty in the Chinese trading with Sineapore?—• 
I am not certain whether there would or not. If the Chinese 
government discovered that you obtained tea by that means, it 
is possible that they might prevent such vessels going as would 
bring you a sufficient quantity; but I cannot speak with any 
certainty, not knowing w 7 hat their regulations are with regard to 
their own trade. 

2705. Have you ever been at Sineapore ?—I have been there 
three times. 

2706. Are there any considerable number of Chinese junks 
resorting to that settlement?-! have not seen many myself, 
but I have always understood that six or seven go there in a 
year, and sometimes more. 

2707. Supposing the Chinese were to put a stop to the export 
of teas altogether, are you of opinion that the prohibition w ould 
be effectually enforced, so as to prevent its being sent to Sinca- 
porc ?—I think it is extremely probable that they would be 
enabled still to bring it to Sineapore, but I am not certain. 

2708. What do you apprehend would be the effect in China 
of a total prohibition of the export of tea ?—It would be difficult 
to say. The Chinese government feel themselves to be a very 
rotten sort of government; they know that the people arc ready 
to revolt in many of their provinces and they would therefore 
be very cautious how they gave any cause of discontent to any 
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f their empire; but whether they are particularly afraid 
that part of it situated near Canton t cannot tell. There are 
some of the provinces where they are much more .inclined to 
revolt and to resistance than in that, particularly the province 
of Chichoo. 

2709. You are aware that tea con be exported from other 
ports of China besides Canton in Chinese junks ? — Yes, because 
it is brought to Sincapore from other parts. 

2710. Is it brought from the tea provinces ?—-It is brought 
by canals to the coast, and then put on board the junks, who 
bring it to Sincapore. 

2711. Are the junks that come to Sincapore with tea loaded 
at Canton, or at ports nearer to the growth of the tea; ?— At 
ports nearer to the growth of the tea, I believe ; I know they 
are not loaded at Canton. 

2712. Had you any opportunity of ascertaining that the tea 
exported to Sincapore is of a good quality?—I believe not, 
because a good quality is not wanted. It is for the use of the 
Chinese there, who are of a very low description, and who 
therefore require only very cheap tea. 

2713. Do you think; the Chinese government could more 
effectually prevent the exportation of tea than it does the im¬ 
portation of opium ?—Perhaps it might more effectually, because 
tea is a more bulky article. 

2714*. Prom nil its ports ?—From all its ports, in the same 
proportion as to the two articles, of course. 

2715. Is the exportation of tea by the Chinese junks to Sin¬ 
capore an illegal trade or a permitted trade ?—It is a permitted 
trade, I believe. 

2716. Do you know whether the duty paid upon the exporta¬ 
tion of tea in a Chinese vessel is lower than it is upon the like 
article exported in a foreign vessel?—I am not aware whether 
it is or not. 

2717. Is not Sincapore too new a settlement for you to be 
able yet to form an opinion of what effect that step may have 
upon the trade of China?—Yes, I suppose it may be. 

2718. Do you know, of your own knowledge, where the tea 
pent to Sincapore is shipped from in China?—No, I do not; I 
only know it is not shipped at Canton. 

2719. Is it not shipped from ports nearer to the growth of 
the tea?—So I have always understood; of course I have no 
positive knowledge. 

2720. Can you state what the relative prices of tea, of the 
same quality, at Sincapore and at Canton are ?—No, I cannot, 
never having inquired. 

2721. Have you heard whether, upon the whole, it is 
cheaper or dearer at Sincapore?—I cannot say. It would, of 
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course, be clearer than the same tea bought by the Chinese at 
Canton not exported and paying no duty. 

2722. Do you happen to know whether the Chinese govern¬ 
ment exact the same measurement duty and the same dues 
from their own junks as they do upon foreign shipping?—I do 
not know. I should suppose not, from their desire to impose 
upon foreigners as much as they can. 

2723. Then, of course, they could navigate much cheaper 
in those junks than the foreign ships could navigate?—I should 
suppose so. 

2721. Is it not the case that those ships frequently do clear 
out for one port with an intention to go to another il the market, 
suits them ?—I conceive they would have no difficulty in going 
where they pleased, the Chinese government having no means 
of knowing where they went to after quitting the country. 

2725. What do they take back from Sincapore to China?— 

They take back tin, rattans, and betel-nut, if it can be ob- 
timed. M 

2726. Any British manufactures ?—I dare say they do. 

2727. Have you a personal knowledge of this trade by 
junks?—Yes; I live seen the junks at Sincapore. 

2728. Are you aware whether the exportation of tea in native 
vessels is prohibited by an edict of the Emperor ot China ?— 
No; I stated that, as far as I knew, it was perfectly legal. I 
never heard that it was contrary to their laws. 

2729. Is not tea exported from China to every part of the 
Eastern Archipelago in considerable quantities, for the con¬ 
sumption of those countries ?—I have always understood so. 

2730. If the trade be an illegal trade from China to Sinca¬ 
pore, would it not follow that it must be without any export 
duties ?—Of course there would be no charges but fees to the 
Mandarins, who will always allow themselves to be bribed. 

2731. But, to the best of your belief, it is a legal trade?—I 
believe so. 

2732. Can other parties procure teas of equal quality at Can¬ 
ton with the teas purchased by theEast-India Company ?— 1 he 
tea required for the Indian market is generally of a superior 
description to that brought to England, and is obtained very 
readily ; but, of course, the quantity of it is not so great. I 
have no doubt that any quantity of tea of any quality might be 
obtained by making engagements for it the year previous. 

2733. When you say that the quantity is not so great, is the 
reason of the quantity being so small that the demand in India 
is more limited, or that a supply in China could not be obtained 
—Entirely because the demand is limited. 

2734*. Are you then of opinion, that the India Company, if 
they chose to contract for it beforehand, and to stipulate for it, 
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i?oxikl procure a better quality of tea than they now habitually 
import ?—-I have always understood s© from the Hong merchants 
and the Chinese s but those finer kinds of tea, either from the 
depraved tastes of the English, or some other cause? are not 
relished in this country. 

2735. Does any quantity of that very fine tea come here ?— 
Yes ; there is some proportion of it comes here. 

2736. Are you speaking of green or black tea ?—Black tea. 

2737. Do you know any thing of the tea that comes by land 
through Russia ?—I know nothing of it but from report. I have 
always understood that it is of a very superior quality to that 
obtained in this country. 

2738. Are the teas you mentioned as being carried to India 
known by any particular name in this country?—Yes; Pahoe 
or Pekoe is the finest of their teas ; and Pouehong is another; 
it is a very delicate tea? wrapt up in papers. 

2739. Have you ever heard at Canton that the Company pro ¬ 
cure the best teas for the English consumption, in consequence 
of paying a higher price than the private-traders ?—They have 
no rivals in the English market? therefore, of course, they 
obtain what teas they please. 

2740. Have not they rivals in the Americans and other traders? 
—Yes, but the Americans chiefly take the green tea. I think 
perhaps they may obtain better tea than the Americans, by 
making engagements for the tea the year previous, and paying 
a larger price. 

2741. Do you think the Company procure their teas at the 
cheapest price at which that quality of tea could be procured ?— 
No. I have always understood that they pay more for it than the 
same quality would be paid for by the private merchant. Some¬ 
times, when I have wished to purchase tea of the Hong merchants, 
they told me they must wait till their teas had been examined by 
the Company, and chosen, and then that they would sell me 
what remained. They always look upon their trade with the 
Company as their greatest advantage. 

2742. Is not the largest dealer likely to be the best supplied 
with lea, and to buy it at the cheapest rate?—I do not think he 
buys at the cheapest rate, but he will be the best supplied. 

2743. Having the greatest command of the market, will he 
not be able to deal upon better terms?—He could if he tried, 
but the Company does not try. 

2744. Why do not they try?—*1 do not know: it may not be 
their interest. 

2745. With respect to that very fine quality of tea, do you 
know what would he the price of that as compared with the best 
sort of black teas that come here?—It is almost at any price; 
I have heard of it being as much as four or five dollars in China. 
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*30, 2740. I>o you know the prices which the Company 

their teas^-I do not know the prices. 
i^ucMnion. 2747, .Mow do you know that they pa) higher prices than 
individuals?—Because, though I cannot state the prices now, I 
heard them at the time, and they appeared to me to be higher. 

2748. Might not the quality compensate for the price?— Ido 
not think it did. 

2749. Why not ?—Because it was not as good. 

2750. Did you examine it?—Yes; I have seen the teas myself. 

2751. Was the tea offered to you, tea that had been rejected 
by the Company ?—Yes, 

2752. You have stated that the consumption of India is the 
very finest quality of black tea?—Not the very finest, but 
superior to that generally brought to England. 

2753. Did you pay a higher or a lower price than the Com¬ 
pany?—I suppose that I paid a higher price than the Company, 
because the tea was very superior to that generally bought by 
them. 

2754. When you bought tea which you supposed to be of 
equal quality, did you pay a higher or a lower price than the 
Company?—I imagine that I bought it upon better terms than 
they did. 

2755. Why should the Company pay a higher price than they 
could obtain the article for?—I can hardly say. I suppose it 
must be from want of sufficient diligence in their servants. 

2756. Is it considered to be a very profitable thing for one of 
the Hong to have a share in the Company’s trade ?—They look 
upon it as one of their chief profits. 

2757. Is the value of that share known ?—The precise value 
is not known, but it is always considered more desirable to obtain 
than that of any other dealer. 

2758. May not that be on account either of the great demand 
of the Company, or of their giving a better price ?—I have under¬ 
stood that it was on account of the better price as well as on 
account of the greater quantity. 

2759. Are you speaking of black or green tea? — Of both; 
but in comparing the prices given by the Company and by pri¬ 
vate merchants, I am speaking of black tea chiefly. 

2760. Is not the consumption of tea in India confined to green 
tea ?—At Calcutta it is, but at Bombay the consumption is almost 
entirely of black. 

2761. Did you ever hear that the value of a share in the sup¬ 
ply of black tea. to the India Company by the ITong merchants 
was considered 40,000 dollars?—I never understood what it 
precisely was; I always understood it was considered by them 
as a bonus beyond what they could get from any private trader. 

2762. Supposing that an edict on the part of the Chinese go- 
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could be produced, prohibiting the exportation of tea 
parts of that empire excepting Canton, would you not 
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^-eentsider that as a strong demonstration of the aiiti-eommercial 
spirit of the Chinese government ?—I should consider it as a 
government not having very enlightened views of commerce; 
but it might be to guard themselves against smuggling from a 
great number of ports. 

t ^*63. ^tou have stated, that you, as an individual, could pur¬ 
chase tea at a cheaper rate of the same quality as the East-India 
Company, do you attribute that to your paying money instead 
of: paying part in goods, or to any other cause ?—I can hardly 
say to what cause to attribute it; I only say that it exists. 

2764. Do you know the fact, that an individual pays in dollars, 
and that the Company pays partly in goods ?_I know that if 
you pay in dollars you can buy upon tar better terms. 

2765. Do not. the Hong merchants, when they have obtained 
a share of Company’s trade, pay a considerable sum to the Hoppo 
in consideration of that share?—I do not know. 

2/06. Do you know, when you yourself transacted business, 
whether any thing was paid by the Hong to the Hoppo on ac¬ 
count of that business ?—I do not know. 

2767. Are there any goods that are reckoned prohibited goods 
in China exported by the country ships?—A large quantity in 
almost every ship. They chiefly consist of cassia and a coarser 
kmd of silk, upon which the duties are too heavy to be taken in 
the regular way; they are therefore bargained for with the out¬ 
side merchants, to be smuggled on board the ship, and it is done 
with as great facility as the regular trade, the Mandarins being 
all feed and,.permitting it. 

2768. Did you ever know any interruption to this Irregular 

trade ?—None whatever ; it is as easily carried on as the regular 
trade. & 

2769. Did you ever export silver from China ?—I have taken it, 
but that has been regularly shipped ; that is, I had a chop for it! 

2770. Is a large portion of the assorted cargoes exported from 

China, articles prohibited or subject to such duties that they are 
generally smuggled?—Yes. 1 J J 

2/?l. And that with the knowledge and connivance of the 
Mandarins?—Certainly. There is an island near Whampoa 
called French Island, where those smugglers live. Goods in¬ 
tended to be smuggled are sent to French Island, and you 
receive notice the night before at what hour the cargo will be 
brought. The Mandarins then surround the ship, and wait for 
the smuggling boat: when it comes alongside they send a man 
in a canoe to count the packages, that ho more may be brought 
to the ship than they have received their fee for. In fact, their 
whole government is one sys tem of corruption from top to bottom. 
2772. Do not you think that the facilities they afford to 
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smuggling arise from an anxious desire to extend their foreign 
commerce ?—Certainly, in the people ; not in the government, 
of course, 

2773. In the officers of the government, do you attribute it 
to a desire to obtain a suitable remuneration in return for the 
sum of money they have given for their offices ?—Certainly. 

2774. It being notorious that all those offices are paid for?— 
So I have always been told. 

2775. Do you happen to know what is the freight paid at 
Canton for the tonnage allowed to the officers in the Company's 
regular service ?—It has throughout the different years I have 
known It varied from £45 to £60 per ton in the regular Indiamen.. 

2776. Is that the price at which they can let out a ton of their 
privilege from Canton to England ? —Certainly. I know it, 
because when I was meditating my return to Europe, I was 
desirous of sending things by means of the Indiamen, and I did 
hot think proper to do it on account of the tonnage being so 
high, The captains of the ships generally purchased this ton¬ 
nage, and sometimes private merchants at Canton, for the pur¬ 
pose of making a remittance to England. 

2777. Did you ever know any difficulty in procuring silk, or 
any other article of China produce, to any extent that was 
requisite for the demand of the foreign market?—I believe 
sometimes there may have been a scarcity of silk, but never to 
any great extent. With previous notice there certainly would 
be none, from what I have always understood. 

2778. Do you think if there was a year’s previous notice 
of any increase of demand for tea, say one-third more than is 
now required, there vyouid be any difficulty in obtaining it ?—I 
should imagine not, from what I have always understood from 
the Hong merchants themselves. 

2779. When the freight from Canton to England was from 
*£45 to £60 per ton, what was the freight from Canton to Bom¬ 
bay ?—The trade is generally regulated riot by the ton but by 
packages in the country ships; therefore I atn not prepared 
precisely to say what it might have amounted to per ton, but I 
should imagine from £10 to £12 at the very least. 

2780. Would that be a profitable freight?—Certainly. 

2781. Do you know what the freight was on board the 
American ships from Canton to Boston ?—I do not. 

2782. Does it consist with your knowledge that there have 
been any teas exported from Singapore to other parts of the 
world ?—I do not know. 

2783. You have stated that you have known of British ships 
manned with British seamen having made a voyage to Canton 
from India: can you state their names and the names of the 
captains?—I know* of two, certainly; and I think there was a 
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One of them was the Partridge, and the other was the 9 Mi 
iah. The captain of the Partridge 1 do not recollect: the 

Jlutcfimmiy 


captain of the Hannah was named Hay thorn. They were ' ai>tmn 


between 400 and 500 tons. 

2784. Do you know whether the trade of other nations with 
China derives any assistance from the Company's Factory there ? 
•—Not in the least, I should suppose. 

2785. They do not interfere either to protect or impede 
them ? —Not in the least, 

2786. Therefore whatever is the state of the foreign trade 
with China, it grows out of their own arrangements, or the 
facilities afforded by the Chinese government ?—Entirely. 

2787. Did you ever have any opportunity of applying to the 
Factory yourself for any assistance or facilities ?—I never had. 
1 have known that other people would have been desirous of 
obtaining their assistance, but did not apply, knowing that, the 
Company’s agents would not mix themselves up with any other 
business than their own. There have been several instances 
where Hong merchants have failed, and the persons to whom 
they owed money not being paid their dividends at the times 
appointed, have made application themselves to the Hoppo at 
Canton. They collected a number of their friends, and sat 
themselves down at the city gates for two or three days together, 
till they obtained an answer. 

2788. Notwithstanding those occasional difficulties, you have 
stated that the trade with China is carried on with more facility 
than any other country wdth which you are acquainted?—I 
think so. 

2789. What is the freight at present from Bengal or Bombay 
to England ?—I had a letter lately from a gentleman at Bom¬ 
bay, who stated that it was £2 a ton, and not obtainable at that. 

2790. Supposing the freight from Canton to Bombay to be £10 
and from Bombay to*England £2, the same goods that are now 
charged at £45 to £60 might arrive by this circuitous trade at the 
rate of £12 ?—No doubt; but I imagine that the freight of the 
country ships themselves is now very much reduced ; because by 
the same letter of information before alluded to, I understood 
that the country ships were going on in a much less prosperous 
way than when I was there. 

2791. When you were in the command of a ship, had you a 
supercargo, or did you manage the transactions of trade your¬ 
self at Canton ?—There was a supercargo at Canton corres¬ 
ponding with the owners at Bombay, sometimes lie went in the 
ship. 

2792. Do you know what commission he received For the 
transaction of the business?—I do not exactly know; he was a 
native merchant, and their commission is much less than 
that of Europeans. 
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279S. 'Was he Chinese ?—No he whs a Parsee, a riati^ 
Bombay.. 

2794. You have stated, that you believe the country trade 
to be in not so prosperous state as it was; can you assign any 
reasons for that diminution of prosperity ?—I cannot assign any 
reason hut one, that the chief article of export from India is cot¬ 
ton, and the Chinese now grow a greater quantity of cotton 
than they did formerly, and consequently their demand for that 
is not so great; a less price is also obtained for it. 

279$, You have stated your anticipation of an increase of 
demand for English manufactures in the event of the trade being 
thrown open, should you continue of that opinion if you were 
informed that the Company already exerts itself without much 
success to stimulate the consumption of British manufactures? 
—I should continue of the same opinion, because I think private 
merchants would.carry on their trade in a more economical way 
than /the Company do, and 'therefore they would carry their 
goods there cheaper. 

2796. Are you of opinion, from your observation, that the 
Company do exert themselves to the utmost of their power?— 
I take it for granted, from hearing it now asserted, but I do not 
know' that it is so. 

2797. You stated that you conceive there would be no 
difficulty in obtaining additional quantities of tea, do you mean 
black tea or green tea, or both?—-Both; but the black more 
easily than the green, because the use of green is entirely con¬ 
fined to Europeans and Americans ; consequently it would take 
some time to extend the plantations from which it is brought* 
Black tea is used throughout the Chinese empire, and what we 
consume of it is so small a proportion that I have no doubt a 
much larger supply of it might be obtained immediately, 

279S. Do you think that an increase of quantity might be ob¬ 
tained without any increase of price ?— I think it probable that at 
first the Chinese would demand a greater price for tea, but that 
would soon find its level, as a larger price could not be given 
with advantage, and of course, like all other things, tea would 
become reasonable again. 

2799. Do you think the quality of the tea would be affected 
by the larger demand?—I suppose it might be, but the same 
proportion of good and bad tea would come, I dare say. 

2809., Do you think as great a quantity of good tea would 
be procured?—I should think it could, 

2801. You stated that you thought if twelve months’ notice 
were given any quantity of tea might be obtained; arc you 
aware how long it is necessary that the tea-plant should be 
planted before it produces the leaf?—No. But my reason for 
supposing that you could obtain any additional quantity is, that 
our consumption compared with that of the whole empire of 
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is so small, that I have no doubt there is sufficient tea 
n without planting any more. 

£802. Do you know that as a fact ?• 
the Hong merchants* 

2803. Have you ever heard any estimate of the proportion 
which the quantity of tea exported bore to the quantity con¬ 
sumed at home ?—The Chinese are so ignorant of the state of 
their own country, that they would have no means of making 
such an estimation, and no European could of course. 

2804. Is not it true that tea is the general beverage of all the 
population of China ?—Certainly. 

2805. Did you happen to hear whether the British manufac¬ 
tures found their way into the interior of China, or whether they 
were confined to the districts adjacent to Canton ?—They find 
their way into the interior, so far as the carriage of them 
will allow without rendering them too dear. They are very de¬ 
sirous of obtaining them, I understand, in ail parts of China, 
particularly in many northern districts, where they require the 
woollens for warm clothing. 

2806. When the importation of British goods lias been much 
increased, has there been any difficulty in disposing of those 

goods?_I have not been at Canton when such a difficulty has 

occurred; but no doubt it would occur, if there was a great influx 
of goods beyond what was required. 

2807. You say that tea rejected by the Company has been 
offered to you ; have you ever purchased any of their rejected 
teas ?^~Yes, I think I have. It has been so far rejected by them, 
that it has been offered to them, but perhaps not examined, not 
being required. 

2808. Was the price asked of you the same that had been 
asked of the East-India Company ?—I understood that I was 
asked less. I always understood from the Hong merchants 
that they expect to get a better price for their tea of the 
same quality from the Company than from any private mer¬ 
chant. 

2809. You slated that a private merchant could buy tea 
cheaper and better than the Company’s servants buy it; what 
reason do you assign for that?-It would be difficult to 
assign any reason; I can only state the fact as I have under¬ 
stood it. 

2810. Are you aware that a proportion of the price of the tea 
is paid by the Company in articles of British manufacture, and 
that other traders pay ready money for it ?—No ; other mer¬ 
chants sometimes exchange articles of merchandize for their 
tea, as well as the Company. 

2811. Does not the difference in price depend, in some mea¬ 
sure, upon the thing given in exchange ? —It depends so far as 
tins, that if you pay entirely for it in money, you will get it 
cheaper and better. 
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. 2812* You stated that you had seen numbers, of junks^p^^ 

at Sincapore, bringing tea and other goods from China ; do 
you consider those junks to be seaworthy ?~-JYufectly so. 

2813. Have you ever heard of any great Josses among those 
ships ?—They are sometimes lost in the typhones in the 
Chinese seas, in which any ship may be lost. I should think 
them more liable to be lost than an European-built ship : they 
are of very rude and primitive construction. 

2814. Do you consider them equally safe and commodious for 
carrying tea as other ships?—Taking the seasons as they do, and 
sailing only in the proper monsoons, I see no danger in their 
vessels; but, as general sea-boats, they are not to be compared 
to European ships. 

2815. You sta ted, that if you had dollars you could make a 
better bargain for the teas, than if you had goods; from that, 
it is presumed, there is not a very ready sale for goods ?~I never 
found any difficulty in disposing of goods, but at the same time 
I found much greater advantage in having dollars. I think that 
would be found in any other country. The merchant can do 
as he pleases with the money, but he can only do one thing 
with the article of commerce,. 

2816. If the goods are desirable in the market, must they not 
be as valuable as money ?—I cannot decide the point. I can 
only say, that it appears not to be the case with the Chinese. 
If he have the money he can buy goods or not, as he pleases, 
but if he have the goods he can only do one thing with them. 

2817. You say that you have sold in China British cotton 
manufactures which you have bought in India, is that trade car¬ 
ried onto any great extent?—No; it would sometimes be a 
losing trade. It has been done when cotton goods were selling 
at no great profit in India. 

2818. Have you known it frequently done?—No; because 
generally goods in India sell to great advantage. They could 
not generally be carried to China unless they went there 
direct. 

2819. Do you think that if there were an open trade the 
Chinese would consume British cotton manufactures to any great 
extent?—The Chinese admitting them only at one port, of 
course the consumption could not be extended so far as if they 
were admitted toother ports, but as far as they could be car¬ 
ried with advantage, the Chinese would be glad to buy them 
and use them. 

2820. Could not cotton goods be smuggled with advantage 
to other ports ?—There was a difficulty in smuggling at other 
ports when I was in China, but some ships with opium suc¬ 
ceeded to a certain extent. Since I left that country, I under¬ 
stand that they have smuggled to a larger amount, and I sup¬ 
pose other goods as well as opium. 

2821. Do you think that the smuggling could be carried on 
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'whjythe same ease at those other ports as at Canton ?—I should 
think not, because at Canton it is systematized. 

2822. Did you carry a cargo of glass bottles to Bombay?—! 
did. 

2823. Was it a new object of commerce upon that occasion ? 
—Not entirely new; but it was so far new, that it was with 
great difficulty I persuaded the agent at Calcutta to put them 
into the ship. 

2824. What was the result of it?—It was very profitable. 

2825. Did you find any difficulty in selling them?—No; I 
wrote to the merchants at Bombay, and they had sold them 
before I arrived. 

2826. Wliat induced you to try the experiment?—Because 
I had information from Bombay that bottles were very scarce 
there, and they were extremely cheap at Calcutta. 

2827. Do you conceive that other articles of British produce 
might, in the same way, be exported beneficially to the China 
market, by watching the wants of the Chinese and the prices ? 
—If a free intercourse was allowed with China direct from 
England, I suppose there would be always a sufficient supply of 
goods in the former country not to require any from India, and 
therefore the advantage which has existed heretofore of taking 
goods to China from India, when they were cheaper there, 
would cease. 

2828. You stated that at the time of the men being killed by 
the Topaze frigate the Company’s trade was stopped for a cer¬ 
tain time; and you also stated that, in the event of such an 
occurrence happening with a country ship, the trade would 
only be stopped so far as that ship was concerned ?—Unless a 
man was killed, then I think the whole trade would be stopped. 

2829. Do the vessels which take out cotton and other arti¬ 
cles from India to China return with full cargoes from China to 
India ?—Always, I believe. There may happen instances when 
they do not, but I have always known them to go full: and mo 
doubt a great trade might be carried on by British ships in the 
same way ; they would do it much more economically than the 
country ships. 

2830. When you made a voyage from India to Canton, did 
the license which you obtained give you the power of touching 
at any ports which are not intermediate between the port in 
India and Canton ?—I suppose so. 

2831. Should you have considered yourself as empowered by 
the license you obtained in India to bring tea from Canton in 
the country trade, and to. have carried that tea to a port which 
w'as not intermediate between the two places, such as Mauri¬ 
tius, for example ?— If it was out of the direct course I should 
not have gone there. 
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2832. In case of the interruption of the trade, would ure- " 
quire a very large number of junks to bring tea enough to Sin- 
capore for the supply of Europe ?—A much larger number 
than now come, and it could not be immediately done. The 
junks are large vessels, hut as it now takes twenty to twenty- 
three Indiamen, of 1200 to 1300 tons each, to bring us tea 
every year, and as only six or seven junks visit Sineapore yearly, 
their number must, be much increased before they could bring 
sufficient tea in case the trade with China was interrupted, I 
do not, however, myself think any such interruption is to be 
apprehended, as I have always understood the Chinese govern¬ 
ment is as anxious to obtain the duties levied upon the tea 
there as ours is to obtain the duty upon it here. 

2833. What number of junks have you ever seen at one time 
in the Canton river?—I think I have never seen more than two 
of the large size, but the smaller ones are innumerable. 

2834. Do not you think that the number of junks that are 
constantly in the Canton river at all periods of the year would 
afford tonnage sufficient to supply Great Britain with tea for 
one whole season, at any time ?—I have no doubt, if they were 
permitted to go, but I have some doubt whether they would be 
permitted to go with tea; their object would be suspected. 

Mr. CHARLES EVERETT called in, and examined. 

2835. You are a commission merchant ?—I am an American 
commission merchant. 

2836. You have been engaged for eleven years, since the 
year 1818, in purchasing goods for the China market, on ac¬ 
count of American merchants?—I have. 

2837. How have those goods been principally shipped to 
Canton?—They have been principally shipped by American 
vessels direct to China. 

2838. Direct from London, or to the United States, and 
there re-shipped?—Principally direct. Some few have been 
sent to the United States. 

2839. Have you not had in your hands a very considerable 
portion of the American trade in woollens to China from this 
country?—I have. 

2840. Were you one of the first agents employed in England 
in this business ?—I was. 

2841. In what manner had the Americans formerly made 
their remittances to China ?— Principally in specie and opium, 
from the United States and elsewhere. 

2842. Have you with you a statement of your animal pur¬ 
chases of woollen and cotton goods?—I have an abstract. 
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( A), of all the shipments I have made from the year 9 

January 1829, and a table marked (B). T 

J J Mr. C\ Everett . 

[ The witness delivered in the same , which arc as follows; ] 


(A.) 

ABSTRACT of SHIPMENTS, from 1818 to 1829. 


Ophelia: 

Packages. 

Pieces. Canton; £, d. 

£. s. d. 

July 1818 .... 

9 

58 cloths ... 

1,136 8 11 

Roxana: 


Boston: 

Sept. 1818 ... 

4 

29 cloths ... 

672 18 3 

Augusta: 


Gibraltar & Canton*. 


July 1819. 

68 

1,344 bombazetts 3,662 5 6 



1 

20 camlets. 144 2 0 



75 

1,500 long ells ... 4,607 14 0 



33 

200 cloths . 1,718 5 0 

10,132 6 6 

Ophelia: 


Canton: 

Dec. 1819 ... 

8 

80 camlets...... 585 3 9 



264 

1,824 cloths .15,170 4 8 



10 

200 long ells ... 561 0 0 





16,316 8 5 

Robt. Edwards: 


Canton; 


March 1320... 

286 

2,867 camlets.20,571 0 5 



50 

1,000 bombazetts 1,641 15 8 



141 

2,820 long ells ... 7,865 8 2 



150 

786 cloths . 6,518 19 7 



2 

100 cottons. 191 5 2 




-»--- 

36,788 9 0 

Canton Packet •, 


Gibraltar 8c Canton: 


May 1820. 

100 

1,000 camlets.. 7,042 8 8 



205 

4,100 bombazetts 9,139 6 6 



' 6 

24 cloths . 208 15 10 



9 

180 long ells ... 505 6 10 



80 

1,388 cottons. 2,492 5 0 





19,388 2 10 

Houqua: 


Canton: 


July 1820..... 

180 

3,600 bombazetts 8,333 2 8 



84 

839 camlets. 5,486 14 10 



54 

1,080 long ells ... 3,074 13 2 



117 

702 cloths . 5,330 18 4 



20 

2,000 cottons. 1,378 13 9 




—- - 

23,604 7 9 


£. s. <t. 


1,809 7 2 


20,448 14 11 


(Continued) 
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§L 


Auguita; 

: Nov. 1820 


r; Cordelia ; 
Jan. 1821, 


Nautilus: 
April 1821 


Ophelia: 
Aug. 1821 


Clarissa: 
March 1822. 


Sept. 1822 
Levant: 


Augusta: 
May 1823 


Packages. 

Pieces. Canton; 

£. x, 

d. 

£ 


d. 

20 

670 cottons. 

. 1,766 6 

5 




554 

4,540 camlets...... 

.30,277 9 

2 




130 

2,700 bombazetts 

5,927 10 

7 




330 

1,982 cloths . 

.17,169 13 

6 




74 

1,480 long ells ... 

. 4,159 17 

8 




20 

sundries . , 

. 55 7 7 

5 

59,858 

4 

9 








Canton: 






305 

7,235 cottons. 

8,156 7 

8 




2,3 

238 camlets. 

. 868 7 

5 

•>,024 

15 

1 






Canton; 






113 

1,125 camlets. 

. 7,817 12 

2 




130 

2,600 bombazetts 

7,084 17 

1 




177 

3,540 long ells 

. 9,394 17 

6 




552 

3,570 cloths . 

.33,927 16 

4 




227 

6,800 cottons 

. 7,967 2 

1 




32 

suudries .. 

. 1,741 6 

2 

(5,793 

11 

4 


Canton: 




. 169 

5,836 cottons ...T. 

. 8,836 19 

7 




20 

400 bombazetts 

1,090 18 

5 




5 

100 long ells .. 

. 321 14 

2 




150 

1,500 camlets..... 

. 9,959 17 

6 




50 

sundries .. 

. 3,023 0 

0 






— 

23,232 

9 

8 


Batavia: 






. 172 

8,590 cottons. 

8,154 17 

1 




26 

240 cloths . 

1,770 9 

6 




20 

400 long ells .. 

. 957 1 

6 




32 

sundries .. 

2,469 9 

4 

13,351 

17 

5 


Canton: 





.. 230 

2,300 camlets 



15,116 

5 

0 






,.i 50 

500 camlets. 

.. 2,972 12 

8 




! 240 

4,800 long ells 

..'8,209 3 

3 




48 

2,730 cottons .... 


0 




76 

586 cloths ..... 

.. 5,459 6 10 




40 

sundries .. 

.. 2,089 19 

2 

24,43(5 

4 

11 


Canton: 




291 

; 5,820 long ells 

..12,413 7 

0 




207 

1,770 cloths .... 

.. 9,352 12 

6 




89 

5,284 cottons .... 


8 





-100 tons iron . 

,. 1,181 14 

4 




138 

| sundries . 

5,637 15 

o 

3(5,071 

5 

8 

i' 

1. 





£, 


139,039 4 4 


190,190 16 1 


28,466 2 5 


{Continued) 
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London Packet : 

Packages. 

Pieces. Boston; £, 3 . d. 

£. <r. a. 

July 1823 ... 

50 

1,000 long ells ... 2,244 9 5 



10 

100 camlets. 561 11 4 



28 

sundries ... 1,612 4 10 


Via Liverpool... 

40 

400 camlets. 2,122 5 2 





6,540 10 9 

Du x bury; 


Boston; 


Feb. 1824 ... 

25 

1,148 camlets .... 

1,329 17 10 

Houqua: 



* 

Aug. 1824 ... 

392 

23,250 cottons.21,499 13 0 



186 

3,660 long ells ... 7,440 9 0 



40 

400 camlets ..... 2,430 11 8 



391 

2,640 cloths .20,521 0 II 



41 

sundries ... 1,212 10 6 





53,104 5 1 

Nautilus • 


Canton: 


Dec. 1824 .... 

150 

1,500 camlets. 8,726 3 0 



404 

2,840 cloths ...23,149 2 1 



no 

2,200 long ells ... 4,224 4 4 



559 

28,662 cottons.28,085 18 8 



177 

sundries ... 7,061 12 9 




- :— 

71,247 0 10 

London Packet: 


Boston; 


I?,.*, l ft-?*; 

10 

900 cottons.*.,... 

443 0 0 

Jk VM« JtO/0V • •• 

Fia Liverpool: 


Boston: 


April 1825 ... 

81 

6,583 cottons. 

5,918 2 2 

Ocean; 


Boston : 


May 1825 ... 

25 

500 long ells... 

1,047 11 0 

Houqua: 


Manilla : 


Feb. 1826 ... 

. 379 

28,087 cottons, . 22,525 19 2 



20 

220 cloths . 2,059 17 2 



5 

100 long ells ... 206 0 0 



5 

50 camlets . 350 0 0 



2 

50 bombazetts 145 9 2 



17 

sundries ... 1,826 17 10 





27,114 3 4 

Nautilus; 


Canton : 


March 1826... 

206 

2,060 camlets.13,105 17 0 



363 

2,208 cloths . 29,020 2 6 



448 

20,890 cottons . 23,192 1 4 



90 

1,800 bombazetts 5,120 6 6 



75 

sundries ... 6,927 4 2 




' “ 

77,365 11 6 l 


* ; 


67,048 1 4 i 


125,681 3 9 


: 


7,408 13 2 


About £80,000 
value of the car¬ 
goes of the Nau¬ 
tilus and Houqua 
were purchased 
In 1825, and the 
shipment delayed 
until 1826. 


( Continued ) 







































Milo: 

! July 1826 . 


.Danube *• 

Aug. 1826 . 


| Milo: 

Aug. 1027 . 

I;' 

|pV:i - 

: ' , 

| Houqua: 

Sept. 1827 .. 

; Dorchester • 
f Feb. 1828 .. 

\ Augusta : 

April 1828 .. 


Nautilus; 
July 1828 
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Packages. 

Pieces. Canton: & *. d. 

' £, s. d. 

£. a, a 

. 483 

3,020 cloths .20,699 2 2 



100 

2,000 long ells ... 3,941 10 6 



40 

4,000 cottons...... 1,290 4 9 




--j 

25,930 17 5 



Canton : 



. 558 

3,588 cloths .23,881 8 6 



20 

200 camlets. 1,200 0 0 



289 

12,528 cottons. 9,543 18 1 



25 

sundries ... 3,209 14 3 





37,835 0 10 



Canton: 


168,245 13 1 

. 204 

11,258 cottons.11,990 8 1 



50 

500 camlets. 4,333 12 2 



84 

508 cloths . 3,219 16 11 



13 

sundries ... 1,441 18 4 





20,985 15 6 



Canton: 



. 399 

32,690 cottons ..17,629 8 1 



70 

700 camlets. 3,802 19 10 



16 

sundries ... 3,278 12 8 





21,711 0 7 



Boston: 


45,696 16 1 

7 

sundries .... 

2,025 8 0 



Canton: 



. 140 

7,000 cottons. 7,116 17 2 



120 

1,200 camlets. 6,376 2 6 



24 

sundries ... 2,697 19 2 




—-- 

16,190 18 10 



Canton: 



. 150 

1,500 camlets...... 7,808 2 6 



196 

1,300 cloths .10,835 4 0 



45 

900 bombazetts 1,838 17 6 



100 

2,000 long ells ... 3,347 6 6 



142 

10,095 cottons. 6,414 2 11 



92 

sundries ... 3,021 11 6 





33,265 4 11 





51.481 11 9 

14,392 

Packages, 


wa j aUA a A *r 

762,118 4 1 


London, March 6th, 1830. 


Charles Everett. 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS 

m These statements show the amount and dates of the shipments 
— * by each vessel, also the quantities and value of several leading 

r r. C, Everett, articles ; distinguishing the amount of cottons, woollens, and 
sundry other goods. I have purposely omitted giving informa¬ 
tion respecting any new articles prepared by me for the China 
market, as it might prove injurious to those concerned; and 
although I am not at present engaged in continuing the exten¬ 
sive trade I have been instrumental in opening for the manu¬ 
factures of this country, I wish to avoid doing any thing against 
the interest of my late employers. 

2843. What was the greatest year ?—The greatest year was 
1826: but I would remark that of the amount that year, part of 
the goods were purchased, and they were intended for ship¬ 
ment in 1825, but were detained here in consequence M a 
failure ; the amount was £168,245. 

2844. What was the amount in the year 1825?—£7,408. I 
should say that about £80,000 of the goods exported in 1826 
fairly belonging to 1825. 

2845. Will you state the amount of each year ?— 


§L 



£. 

s. 

d. 

In 1818. 

. 1,809 

7 

2 

1819. 


14 

11 

1820. 


4 

4 

1821. 

. 100, two 

16 

1 

1822. 

. 28,468 

2 

5 

1823. 

. 67,048 

i 

4 

1824... 

. 125,681 

3 

9 

1825 

. 7,408 

13 

2 

1826. 

. 168,245 

13 

1 

1827. 

. 45,696 

16 

1 

1828. 


11 

9 


£762,118 

4 

l 


2346. What is the aggregate amount of the eleven years ?— 
£762,118. 4s. Id. 

2847. Can you state the aggregate amountof each description 
of [roods?—By referring to Statement (B) you will find that ol 
woollen cloths' the quantity was £231,822. 3s. Gd .; ot camlets, 
£152,988. 16s. Id. 

2848. Is the camlet all woollen ?-Yes, the eamiets are all 
woollen. Of long ells, which are also woollens, £74,o21. 19s.; 
of cottons £207,784. 9s. IQd.: and ol sundry other articles, 
£95,000. 15s. 2d. 

2849 Have you also a statement of the number of pieces of 
goods of different descriptions, and the progressive diminution 
hi past years ?—Statement (B) shows the number ot pieces 
of the different descriptions. I have also a papei, maiked (C), 
which shows the value of several articles at diflerent periods, 
from 1820 to 1830, when compared with 18.0. 

[The witness delivered in the same, which is as follows :] 
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1CT COMMITTER of the IIOUSEOF COMMONS, 

A STATEMENT showing the Value of Long Cloths, Camlets, and 9 Mar. 1830. 
Broad Cloths, at different Periods, compared with 1820. - 

Mr. C. Everett. 

Cotton Long Cloths. 


In 

1821,......,. 

were less per cent. 

n 

to 

5 


1822.. 


5 

— 

15 


1823.. 


10 



1824.. 


20 

— 

25 


1825. . .. 


in 

30 

35 

_ 

15 


1S2(>\. 


_ 

35 


1^27-.. 


— 

40 


1828.... 


40 

r— 

45 


1829. 


45 


60 


1830... 

are ditto ... 

47$ 

~~ 

50 



Camlets. 




In 

1821. 

were less per cent. 



5 ■ 


1822. 




10 


1823. 


m 

to 

15 


1824.. 


15 

— 

20 


1825 .. 


10 

— 

12-| 


1825. 


17$ 

25 

_ 

20 


1827. 


— 

30 


1828. 


30 

— 

33 


1829.. 


37J 

42 

— 

40 


1830.. 


__ 

45 


Broad Cloths, 

suitable for the China Trade. 

In 

1821. 

were less per cent. 

5 

to 

n 


1822.. 


n 

■— 

10 


1823. 




10 


1824. 


T 


15 


1825. 


_ 

10 


1826*. 


35 


40 


1827. 


40 


42 


1828. 


42 

— 

45 

47 


1829. 


45 

— 


1830... 


45 

— 

50 


It appears from the above*, that nearly double ihe quantity of goods may 
he bought at the present prices for the sum paid in 1820 ; therefore, to form 
a correct estimate of the trade with China, it will be requisite to compare 
with the quantities, and not the amount shipped. 

Long ells arc 55 per cent, lower than in 1820. 

London, March fcth, 1330. Charles Everett. 

2850. Has there been a regular decrease in price from 1820 
to the present time ?—Excepting the year 1825, when there 
was a small advance. 

2851. Therefore the increase in the quantity of goods ex¬ 
ported would be much more than would appear upon the in¬ 
crease of the value ?—My calculations are Irom 1820 to this 
date. £100 at the present time would buy twice as many goods 
as it would in 1820. 

2852. Have you any doubt, from the experience you have 
had, that if the existing restrictions were removed, the trade to 
China in British manufactures might be materially increased? 
—I have no doubt the trade might be increased to a very con- 

2 K 
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siderabie extent by proper management, if the restrictions were 
removed, 

2853. Have you found the trade in British woollens with 
Canton a profitable trade ?—I am not able to answer that 
question fully, as I have.not known what the goods have actually 
brought; but I suppose, from general information, they have 
been profitable, as the shipments being continued is the strongest 
proof that can be offered. 

2854. Do you consider that the American trade in woollens 
has been generally profitable ?—I do. 

2855. To what do you attribute that, when the Committee 
hear from the East-India Company that their trade in woollens 
has been a losing trade ?—I cannot account for the East-India 
Company's losing money on woollens. 

2856. Are the woollens which have been generally sent out 
by the American traders of a different description, or ot a 
superior quality, to those sent out by the East-India Company ? 

-—I can only answer for what I purchased myself; some of the 
articles have been superior to the East-India Company’s. 

2857. Have you ever bought any of the rejected cloths of the 
East-India Company ?—Not for many years, excepting a few 
pieces; I speak of cloths only. 

2858. Have you any reason to suppose, from what you have 
heard from your American correspondents, that they experience 
any difficulty in carrying on the trade at Canton ?—1 do not 
understand that there is any difficulty in carrying it on. 

2859. And that so long as you were connected with it, they 
made it, upon the whole, a generally profitable trade ?—I believe 
so. 

2860. Has that trade fallen off lately ?—The trade in manu¬ 
factured goods has been continued lately by the house of Baring 

andCompany. 

2861. Has the trade decreased or not lately ?—I believe that 
it lias increased the last year. 

2862. Can you state as to the two preceding years?—I 
should think it had increased, as considerable^ quantities have 
gone from Liverpool, shipped on account of another party, 
since 1821, by William and James Brown and Company. 

2863. Is it within your knowledge that the trade has in¬ 
creased ?—I refer you to my statements, (A) and (B), respect¬ 
ing the shipment of woollens and cottons. 

2864. Have you a statement of the export of foreign woollens, 
cottons, and metals from the United States to China ?-—Yes, I 
have ; it is drawn up from an official document, printed by order 
of Congress, for the years 1827 and 1828, ending the 30th of 
September in each year. 

(The witness delivered in the same, which was read asjbllms .*) 
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& 


ACCOUNT of the Value of Foreign and Domestic Woollens, Cottons, 9 Mar. 1830. 

and Metals, exported from the different Ports of the United States of - 

America, in the years ending the 30th of September 1827, find 30th of Mr. C\ Everett, 
September 1828; extracted from a General Statement respecting the 
Import and Export of Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, printed by order 
of Congress, 10th February 1820. 



1827. 

1828. 


Foreign. 

I American. 

Foreign, 

- 1 j 

American, j 

Woollens ................ 

19*264 


7,210 


Gottdns, white and coloured... 

76,274 

! 9,388 

304,789 

14,981 

Cotton twist .... 



i 3,574 


Iron in pigs, bars, and bolts ... 

3,398 

4,250 

1 14,885 

— 

Copper in pigs and sheets. 

4,114 

— 

! 11,819 

— 

Tin plates *. . .. 

3,570 


2,056 


Lead ...— 

178,131 

— 

60,051 

— 

Value in dollars. 

284,751 

13,638 

313,384 

14,981 

1 


2865. Has any cotton-twist been sent from this country 
through you ?— A small quantity some years ago. 

2866. Has any been sent lately?—I believe it has been 
shipped lately, but not by m e. 

2867. Have you acted for houses in this country?—I have 
acted under the direction of houses in this country, but for 
account of American houses. 

2868. Have you been employed by the house of Baring and 
Company ?—I was employed by Bates and Baring, now belong¬ 
ing to the house of Baring and Company. 

2869. Do you know whether other persons besides yourself 
have been employed as agents for purchases of this description ? 
—-1 understand that Barings themselves have been purchasing 
goods for four vessels; three of them have gone in 1829. I can 
state the names of the vessels; the Milo, from London; the 
New England, from Liverpool; and the Margaret Forbes, from 
London. There is another cargo in the London Docks. 

2870. Were you employed in selecting any part of those car¬ 
goes ?—No, 

2871. Were you employed in 1829 by any other persons in 
the selection of cargoes for China?—No, excepting a small 
amount, which I suppose went by the New England. 

2872. Do you conceive the variation in the amount of exports 
in different years that you have stated, to have arisen from the 
variation in the amount of the trade itself, or merely from a varia- 
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tion in your agency for that trade ?—I purchased durii ^ 

- years mentioned the whole of the goods that the parties had 

Mr, C. Everett, f rom England, excepting about £8,000 of woollens, and £2,000 
of cottons. 

2873. You do not think they have bought any thing through 
any other channel?—Not anything, except about £8,000 of 
woollens and £2,000 of cottons. 

2874. Have not there been other houses shipping for American 
account to China, besides those who had employed you in the 
selection of their goods?—! have informed you that some goods 
went through Messrs. Brown s of Liverpool, for another party ; 
that house and my employers are the two principal parties con¬ 
cerned in the trade from this country to China. I know of no 
others of much importance. 

2875. You have stated, that you have upon some occasions 
bought goods refused by the Company ; were those refused by 
the Company on account of the quality, or that they did not 
want anymore of that description of goods?—I have bought 
very few rejected goods, except the article of long ells : those 
were rejected for being a little light in weight, or any other point 
which does not exactly come up to the Company's standard. It 
a long eil is too fine, it would not weigh enough, and of course 
would be rejected, so that we may select the best goods from 
the rejected ones. 

2876. Do you consider that the long ell is the worse for the 

i China market for being too fine?—No, I consider it much better. 

2877. Do you consider yourself able to make a better selec¬ 
tion of goods for the China market than the East-lndia Com¬ 
pany ?—That would be too much for me to presume. 

) 2878. Do you know how the Company purchase their goods ? 

—They generally purchase by contract, which is not an advan¬ 
tageous way of purchasing. 

2879. Tn the course of making your purchases, have you found 
the Company in your way in the same description of goods that 
you were looking for ?—No. 1 have known that when the Com¬ 
pany offer a contract, say for camlets, or any particular descrip¬ 
tion of goods, there has been a meeting of the manufacturers, 
and they have fixed the price at which they should tender at, and 
I have met with the same difficulty myself in making purchases. 
When it was known that I wanted a large quantity, I found that 
the manufacturers sometimes combined to hand me a price ; and 
I have had considerable difficulty in counteracting the effects of 
combinations, not only in purchasing the article itself, but in 
every part of the finishing. 

2880. Is not that the effect of any large purchaser going info 
the market at any time ?—It would be the effect if known. The 
Company give public tenders ; but if 1 go iuto the market, I can 
take care the quantity that I wish to purchase is not known. 
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^Sh Are you not of opinion that, practically considering 9 M ar. 18 30. 
the mode in which the Company make their purchases, you ^ ^ Everett. 
make your purchases upon more favourable terms; — I have good 
reasons to suppose that my goods were purchased cheaper than 
the Company's. 


2882, Are the Americans "desirous of purchasing finer goods 
than what are purchasedTry the East-India Company . When 
r i_„.i iL. __ iw»« t.n vflt better (roods 


I had 
than 


I the management of it, my object was to g<2t better goods 
the Company's, and iivfaost articles TMve succeeded. 


2883.. You think, upon a general.average, your goods are of 
at leasf as good quality as those jof the India Company?—Yes 
they-have been proved so. 

"2884. In their respective p kinds ?—Yes. I must except one 
article* I should think the Company’s long ells were superior to 
those I shipped. " 

• 2885. Is the Company’s mark ever used in any way by the 
Americans ?—The Company’s mark I never use on the outside 
packages. We have copied the manner of packing and the 
making-up of the goods, and the number of pieces m the 
^package, but there is never any mark on the bales, at least not 
of late years, which would appear like the Company’s. 

2886. Are the Committee to understand that the quantity of 
goods exported from America to. Canton are altogether goods 
exported from this country on American account ? It is possible 
that £ome of the articles included in those may have been 
shipped from this country on English account. 

2887. You have stated that the Company’s long ells are better 
than the long ells you have purchased; could not you get as 
good long ells ?—I consider that they have had them dyed and 
finished rather superior than what I have done. I could cer¬ 
tainly procure the same, or even better quality than the Com¬ 
pany’s, if it were required. 

2888. Do you think that an advantage on the part of the 
Company ?-The quantity of long ells we have shipped is very 
small in comparison with theirs. 

2889. When did the Americans begin to export British manu¬ 
factures to Canton ?—In 1818 I commenced the business. 

2890. Can you state any reason why they did not do so before? 

_It was because the prices were too high to execute the orders 

that were sent for them; there was a small quantity of goods 
purchased in England and afterwards returned to the United 
States fronvChina as unsaleable, in consequence of the quality 
not being suitable for th&market. 

2891. In what .years have you known the woollens returned 
from China?—^Between 1816 and 181/. 


2892. Are you aware of what the mark on the Company’s 
cloths is ?—Yes ; I do not know exactly what they put on the 
bales; a divided heart, I believe, and some letters. 
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289,8. Did you in the goods you have shipped put on a mark 
resembling it. ?—I may have done so many years hack. 

2894. Since 1818 have you done it?—It is barely possible; 
the few first shipments I recollect were marked with a mark some¬ 
what similar to the Company’s. 

2895. Have you done so in the later shipments ?—No. 

2896. How long have you discontinued it ?—I can hardly 
recollect, I am speaking of the outside packages; in the inside 
packages we have in some degree imitated the Company, but it 
is not the same. 

2897. Did you try to assimilate your mark to that of the Com¬ 
pany’s for the purpose of making ii; appear that they were Com¬ 
pany’s goods?—It was necessary to have them marked in that 
way, that they might be known as that description of goods, to 
give them a greater currency. 

2898. Why did you discontinue the practice ?—By the orders 
of my employers. 

2899. Do you know whether the goods are marked in the 
same manner that are sent from America?—I do not know. 

2900. Were they supposed to fetch a higher price in China in 
consequence of that mark?—I do not know what the reason was 
for putting it on. 

2901. But you had been desired to make it similar?—I acted 
according to directions. 

2902. Were not you desired to make those marks as near as 
possible to the Company’s mark ?—In respect to the manner of 
packing and marks on the goods, I was. The cloths bought by 
me are very different from the Company’s, they measure two to 
five yards longer. I have not for five or six years marked a 
package any way like the East-India Company’s. 

2903. Before that, was it not the practice to do so ?—In the 
first few shipments it was customary to do so, but I have not 
done it for many years. 

2904. Did you ever do that for Barings and Company?—No; 

I should have said it was Bates and Baring that I did business 
for. 

2905. You have stated that you thought the cloths you bought 
were better than those of the East-India Company ; if that be 
so, what interest could you have in packing them in the same 
manner as those of the East-India Company ?—Because the 
Chinese have been accustomed to see them in that manner. 

2906. If your cloths were of a superior quality, would not 
that have been better shown by not imitating the East-India 
Company ?—I always thought so myself, but my correspondents 
thought otherwise. 

2907. You stated that in the course of eleven years you have 
exported manufactured goods for American houses to the 
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of £76% 118; do you know whether to those American 
uses it was a losing or an advantageous trade ?~~I have no 
doubt it was an advantageous trade, 

2908. Were there many of those houses interrupted in the 
course of their affairs afterwards?-The principal part of those 
purchases were for one house, who are now very rich. 

2909. What is their name ?—Perkins and Company, residing 
at Boston ; one of the partners is here now. 

2910. Which ?—Mr. Cushing. 

2911. Are not they supposed to have made their fortune in 
the China trade ?—There is no doubt of it. 

2912. Have you any means of knowing who they traded with 
in China, whether the outside merchants or the Hong mer¬ 
chants?—Principally, I believe, with Howqua and Manhop. 

2913* What is the general agency charge in this business ?— 
I have received one and a quarter per cent, commission on the 
purchase. 

2914. Is that all you receive? — Yes. 

2915. Do you know whether the house of Perkins is looking 
with anxiety to the decision of the question, whether it shall still 
be a monopoly trade or an open one?—I understand that they 
are about giving it up. 

2916. Why ?—I cannot answer for that reason ; that is what 
they tell me, 

2917. I)o not Perkins and Company still continue traders? 
—Yes. 

2918. But this particular branch of trade, you understand, 
they are intending to give up?—That is what I have heard, 

2919. Do you know that Mr. Cushing has made a large for¬ 
tune and has retired from business ?—Mr. Cushing is worth per¬ 
haps £500,000, and is retiring from business ; he has been the 
acting partner in China for about twenty-five years. 

2920. Have you opened any correspondence with any new 
American house in consequence of Perkin’s house intending to 
give up the trade ?—No. 

2921. Have not you heard that the house of Perkins and 
Company owe their chief fortune to the opium trade ?— To the 
China trade; the opium trade is, of course, included in it. 

2922. From your knowledge of the trade, as far as you have 
been employed as a commission agent, are you of opinion, that 
if we had as free an intercourse with China as the Amercans 
have, the trade between England and China would be the prin¬ 
cipal trade carried on with China ?—I have no doubt it would 
be very beneficial to England to have a free trade; but whether 
it would be the principal trade with China, I cannot tell. 

2923. Do you think any other country would be a rival with 
this country in the export of manufactured goods to China? — 
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jfO. No, decidedly not at present. But the Germans are improving 
in their manufactures, and may soon rival yours in woollens, 
kfr. C. Everett. un j esa y 0ur ports are opened for the produce of the Continent, 
- so as to equalize the price of provisions. And if you would ad¬ 
mit American dour, &c. it would greatly increase the export of 
goods to the y»i£ed States as well as to China, and by advanc¬ 
ing the prices .of their broad stuffs, complete the overthrow of 
their cotton and woollen factory, 

2924, Is there any nation now that rivals the British in 
the China trade?—Not that I am aware of, excepting the 
Americans. 

292$. Do they rival the English trade now ?—Certainly 
they do. 

2926. To any great extent ?~There is no doubt they are car¬ 
rying on a very large trade with China. 

2927, Is any other trade with China* equal to the English 
trade?—Not in manufactured gbods, certainly, 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON called in and examined. 

f Hr, A. Dixon, 2928. You are a foreign commission agent residing at Leeds ? 

—Yes. * * 

2929. In what other lines of business have you been em¬ 
ployed ?—I have resided in Leeds about two years ; seven years 
previous I resided in Huddersfield, in the same line of business. 

2980, Did you ever carry on business as a Black well-hall 
factor and merchant?—From the year 1795 to the year 1822 I 
resided in London, and during ’the whole of that time was en¬ 
gaged in the business of a Blackwell-hah factor and merchant. 

2931. What is a Blackweil-hall factor?—An agent for the 
sale of cloth manufactured in the West of England. 

2932. During any portion of that time were you interested in 
a concern in Yorkshire, ‘fof the manufacture and dyeing of 
coarse cloth for the jusCof the arjny and the East-India Com¬ 
pany ?—I was. 

2933. Have you had anjfd€alings Widi the East-India Com¬ 
pany in cloths ?—From the yeaf 1795 to 1807 I was clerk with 
a Biackwell-hall factor, who als^'was connected in the same 
trade; and from 1807 to 1822 1 carried on business myself, in 
conjunction with other parties, as a Blapkwell-haII factor and 
merchant, and also up to the end of 182m y 

2934. With what articles of woollen have you been in the 
habit of supplying the East-India Company?—All the different 
kinds of cloths: they buy superfine or Spanish stripes, white and 
stripe list cloths, medley cloths, and kerseymeres. 

2935. Do you consider that there are any other descriptions 
of cloths, besides those exported by the East-India Company, 
which are suited to the China market ?—Formerly, to my 
knowledge, a fine and stouter description of cloths was sent by 
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Asians to China, which I occasionally supplied, to mer- 

..i in St. Petersburg! t and Moscow; also a coarser and 

finer description of cloth than what the East-India Company 
generally send out to China, is sent out by the Americans. 

2936, Do you believe, from any circumstances within your 
knowledge, that the very coarsest descriptions of cloths might 
be exported to China with advantage?—I believe, from the 
information I have had from Americans and others, and also 
from the evidence that was given before the House of Commons 
by Mr. Grant, and also by Mr. Roberts, in 1821, that the very 
coarsest description of cloth that is manufactured in this coun¬ 
try, which can be dyed the colour that is required in China, 
would be saleable to a greater extent than any other descrip¬ 
tion of woollen in that country; for both those gentlemen 
stated, that the bulk of the Chinese have it not in their 
power to purchase the cloth which tire Company send out, 
and for that reason I should suppose the coarsest cloth would 
be the most suitable. 

21)37, Do you know any thing of the nature and extent of 
the trade in woollens carried on by Americans between this 
country and China?--Yes, I do. 

2938. What are the descriptions of woollens chiefly sent out 
by the Americans ?—The same sort sent out by the East-India 
Company ; also a fine and stouter cloth, and also a coarser and 
a lower priced cloth. 

2939. In the finer descriptions of cloths, do you conceive 
that the article sent out by the American merchants is equal 
to that sent by the East-India Company ?— ' They send a consi¬ 
derable quantity of better quality than the East-India Company 
send out. 

2940. Is that which they send of the same description of an 
equal quality with what the Company send?—Yes, indeed, 
exactly the same. 

2941. Do they obtain it as cheap?—I believe they do; and 
I may say perhaps more correctly, that they obtain it cheaper. 

2942. Do you consider that they have any greater facilities, 
and what are those facilities?—The principal advantage that 
the Americans have over the East-India Company is, in having 
the cloths from Leeds, where they are dyed a great deal 
cheaper than in London. 

2943. Have they also any advantages resulting from late im¬ 
provements in the manufacture, which the East-India Company, 
by their mode of proceeding, are debarred from possessing ?— 
Very considerable improvements have been made in the manu¬ 
facture of fine cloth at Leeds of late years, all of which the 
Americans have the advantage of, whilst the East-India Com¬ 
pany are debarred from it, from the nature of their contracts 
and the mode in which they purchase their cloth. 

* 2 s 
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2944. Will you state in what mode tlie East-India Company 

, - make their purchases of cloths ?—Always by tender and con- 

Mr. J. Divrn tract 

2945. Do you consider that to be an advantageous mode of 

dealing?_No, I do not. In consequence of the objectionable 

clauses which are in those contracts, the parties tendering for 
the cloth, in order to save themselves, must make an addition 
to the price, in order to cover the rejections which they are 
subject to, and other inconveniences and expenses which they 
are at. 

2946. Is the decision of the overlooker of the Company upon 
the goods which are sent up final,, or is there any appeal from 
it?—There is no appeal whatever from it. 

2947. Where is the objection made when the goods are sent 
to London ?—In London, by the overlookers employed by the 
East-India Company. 

2948. Then the goods are sent up, and if they are not 
strictly in accordance with the terms ot the contract, they are 
rejected in London ?—They are. 

2949. The manufacturer then incurs tlie expense of their 
transfer to London ?—Yes. 

2950. Is there any difficulty in obtaining a sale for rejected 
cloths ?—Sometimes there is a difficulty, at other times not; it 
depends upon the nature of the demand. Formerly the rejec¬ 
tions of the East-India Company were sold to the Mogadore 
jews, and nearly altogether used for that trade; but lately a 
considerable quantity has been sold to private traders trading 
to India and to China. 

2951. Is there also an inconvenience tirising from the mode 
of conducting business by the East-India Company, from 
their goods being transmitted through agents in London, and 
an additional expense incurred by the commission paid to them ? 
—Certainly, that adds to the expense of the goods. During the 
time I was engaged in business in .London, the charge for such 
business was three per cent., which was charged to the manu- 
acturers for delivering the goods and attending to the neces- 
sary business. 

2952. Were there any other fees to be paid?—There were 
fees also paid at the India House. 

2953. Can you state the amount of those ?~-The proportion 
of the fees is different; sometimes they were 6d. per cloth, but 
sometimes the fees are 1$. and even 2$. per piece. 

2954. In the rejection of their cloths you stated that the 
overlookers decision was final; is that decision often made on 
trifling grounds?—I have understood that the overlookers have 
strict orders to attend to the contract, which states, in peak- 
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f the fine cloths, that each cloth must weigh thirty-two 
pounds, and that if it is under that weight he has a power of 
rejecting it. 

2935. Then, though the rejection must be according to the 
strict letter of the contract, it still may be on very vexa¬ 
tious grounds to the manufacturer ?—Certainly. 

2956. Is it the case to such a degree, that manufacturers 
generally exhibit a decided preference for dealing with any other 
customer rather than the EastTndia Company ? —It is. A great 
many of the most extensive manufacturers in Yorkshire will not 
enter into contracts with the East-India Company, nor supply 
them with cloth under those contracts. 

2957. Supposing the cloth should be short of weight, would 
that be a ground for rejection ?■ —Certainly. 

2958. Would you consider that to be any deterioration to the 
quality of the cloth ?—In making a large quantity of cloths, it is 
impossible to have them all exactly the same weight; some will 
will be a little over and some will be a little under* 

2959. Supposing a private merchant to take a quantity by 
contract, what would be his practice supposing he found a pro¬ 
portion under weight ? —He would take it. 

2960. Would he take it without any reduction of price ?—If 
the difference was not much, he would take it without any altera¬ 
tion of price, because if some are a little thinner, others would 
be a little stouter. 

2961. You consider this, then, to be a vexatious ground of 
rejection on the part of the Company ?—Certainly. 

2962. Yet to this sort of rejection their overlookers are tied 

down by their rules, and they can exercise no discretion ?_I 

believe not. 

2963. Are the cloths delivered to the Company dyed or un¬ 
dyed ?—They are delivered both in a dyed and in a white state. 
The West Country cloths are generally delivered white), and the 
Yorkshire generally died. 

2964. Are they compelled to be dyed in London?—Those 
which they receive in a w hite state are all dyed in London, the 
others are dyed and finished in Yorkshire. 

2965. Is the operation of dyeing more expensive in London 
than it is in the country?—Much more so. 

2966. In what degree?—I have a list of the dyeing prices in 
Yorkshire fdr the principal colours which the East-India Com¬ 
pany purchase, and also of the London prices. The Londpa 
price for dyeing Spanish striped cloths purple is 2 s. 4 ,cl. per yard, 
and in Yorkshire I,$. 6*/. 

2967. Are those the prices of the present day ?—Yes, at least 
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the last prices which the East-India Company paid, as I a 
formed, for dyeing cloth. The price of black is in London 7</., 
and in Yorkshire 4<■/. ; for scarlet, London, 2s. Id., Yorkshire 
for mazarine blue, London, L* 6<f., and Yorkshire, Bd. 
I have prepared a detailed statement of the prices of dyeing 
Spanish striped cloths, with the proportions generally required 
of each colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the East-India 
Company. 

[ The witness delivered in the same, which is as follows 

TRICES for DYEING Spanish Stripe Cloths; with the Proportions ge¬ 
nerally required of each Colour, in a quantity of 6,000 pieces, by the 
East-Iudia Company. 


Pieces. 

1,800 Purple.. 

1,560 Black .. 

810 Scarlet (Lac) . 
720 Mazarine Blue., 
4 80*Dark Brown 
420 Light Blue ..... 

60 * Ash colour . 

60 Saxon Green ,, 
60*Deep Yellow .. 

6,000 


London Prices. 


Per Piece 
of 31 Yards. 

795 . 

195. 

7D. 6d. 
51s. bd. 
295. 
295.. 
195. 


Per Yard, 
25. Ad. 

7 d. 

2s. 1 d. 

1 5 . 6d. 

m. 

iOd. 

Id. 


Popinjay ... 
♦Tea colour 
Orange...... 

* Red. 


Emerald Green ... . .. 

♦Light Brown ..... 

Pink ... according to the shade of colour 

Rose... ditto . 

Aurora.,..... ditto .. 

Crimson Lac .. ditto . .. 

• - Cochineal,...... ditto ... 

* Scarlet. ditto . ditto ... 

Maroon ......• • 


Yorkshire Prices. 


Per Yard. 
Is. 6d, 
Ad. ' 
U t bd. 

8 d. 

Vd. 

8 d. 
Ad. 
bd. 
bd. 


bd. 

bd. 

6d. 

8 a. 

8di 

Od. 

lOd. to Is. 
do. 

Is. to Is. 2d. 

1 s.Gd. to Is. 9 d. 
2s. to 2s. 9c/. 
do. 


* With the exception of these colours, the others are partly and some alto¬ 
gether dyed with materials the produce of India. 

The London prices left blank I have not been able to procure; they can 
be furnished by the EasU India Company, 
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Are those the colours that are principally required for 0 Mar. 
the China market ?— Yes. ^ "J 

2969. Are those cloths that are dyed in the piece, or are any 
of them dyed in the wool ?—'They are all dyed in the piece. 

2970. Are any considerable portion of the dyes used the pro¬ 
ducts of India ?-—In the list of colours, I observe there are 
about twenty-two which the East-India Company are in the 
habit of exporting ; and out of these about fourteen are partly, 
and some wholly, dyed with materials the products of India, 

2971. Is a large quantity of Indian Indigo used ?—-A consi¬ 
derable quantity. 

2972. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the in¬ 
troduction, mid the progress which has been made in the im¬ 
provement of the lac dye ? —I am, from information I have had 
from the dyers and others. I think the introduction of the lac 
into this country took place about the year 1812. For some time 
there was a great difficulty in producing a good colour from it; 
but after repeated experiments, a colour was produced equal, or 
nearly so, to cochineal in point of brilliancy, and in point of 
durability much superior for military purposes. It was found 
that the droppings of water from iron did not affect lac scarlet, 
whilst it discoloured the cloth dyed from cochineal; and gun¬ 
powder has a much worse effect upon cochineal scarlet, whilst 
it has none whatever upon those dyed from lac ; and in conse¬ 
quence, I believe, it is generally preferred for military pur¬ 
poses. 

2973. Has this article fallen in price in proportion as it has 
been introduced into the country ?—It is difficult to state the 
fall that has taken place in price, though it has been very con¬ 
siderable, but the article has been very much improved; indeed, 
a much superior quality is now brought from India than what 
came at first. 

2974. Has cochineal dye fallen in price also ?—Very much. 

2975. Has the East-India Company ever imported any of this 
lac?—Very little. 

2976. Do they import any now ?—I believe not for many 
years. 

2977. Is there any considerable quantity of it exported from 
this country ?—I understand that about 60,000 pounds weight 
of it is exported annually to Flanders and to Germany. A few 
years ago 1 was in a dyeliouse at Delph in Holland, where they 
were preparing cloths for India, and the scarlets were dyed 
with lac. 

2978. Do you know how much is imported into England ?— 
About 7,000 or 8,000 pounds annually, in value about £100,000 
sterling. 
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2979. Is lac the produce of India ?—It is. 

2980. And brought by the private trader?—It is, 

2981. Can you state when the exportation of British woollens 
ui American bottoms to China first commenced ?—In the year 
1817, to the best of my recollection. 

2982. Canyon state what the progress has been of that trade? 
— In the year 1818 and 1819 there was imported into Canton 
4,957 pieces of woollens, and in the year 1826 and 1827, which 
is the latest account I have seen, 27,176 pieces, showing tin 
increase of 22,319 pieces in that period. 

i 2983. What is your authority for that statement.?—I obtained 
this from some parliamentary documents in my possession. 

2984. Are you aware that in the evidence before the Com- 
mitteeoftheHouseof Lords in 1821, it was stated that British 
goods were imported into the China market in so trifling a 
degree by the Americans as to be no object of contest 1 
recollect it perfectly well. 

2985. Are you also aware that, within a month after that 
time, the same gentleman who made that statement produced a 
commercial letter from the supercargoes in China, containing 
this passage: “ The very alarming inroad that is now com¬ 
menced by American speculation into a trade hitherto confined 
to the Honourable Company, will, it is probable, soon place 
all certain calculation in its economy at defiance ?”—I recol¬ 
lect it perfectly well ; it interested me so much that I took a 
copy of it, which I have. 

2986. Are yon aware that in the same letter there is contained 
this passage, “ The greatest evil, however, which we are Jed to 
anticipate from this encroachment is, the death-blow which it 
inflicts upon the monopoly hitherto enjoyed by the Honourable 
Company? —That I recollect also. 


2987. By whom was the letter received ?—By the East-India 
Company, and it was produced by Mr. Grant. 


2988. Are you aware that at that time the trade, upon which 
this alarming inroad was said to be made, was represented by 
the East-India Company to be a losing trade ?•—Yes, I am. 

2989. Have you any means of knowing whether the exporta¬ 
tion of British woollens by the Americans has decreased or in¬ 
creased latterly ?—I have no means of knowing positively; but 
from my communications with American merchants and the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire, I am inclined to believe that it is on 
the increase. There is at this time, I believe, one of the largest 
orders that was ever given out at one time in the hands of the 
manufacturers in Yorkshire for the American China trade 


2990. Do you know the amount of that order ? 
know the amount. 


~I do not 
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las the East-India Company’s supply of woollens to 
hina trade increased or decreased ?—From a calculation 
which I have made, it appears that, comparing the imports into 
China for the nine years preceding 1819 with the nine years fol¬ 
lowing that date, the decrease has been 236,939 pieces of wool¬ 
lens, making an annual average decrease of 26,326 pieces. 
The total of the first nine years, from 1810-11 to 1818-19, was 
1,821,389; the total of the second nine years, from 1819-20 
to 1827-28, was 1,584,450 pieces. 

2992. Is not that decrease very nearly the amount of what 
has been exported by the Americans?—In the years 1824 and 
1825 the Americans imported into Canton 23,159 pieces ; in 
1826, 26,977; in 1827, 27,176 pieces. In broad cloths imported 
by the East-India Company into Canton, there has been an 
increase of 53,255 pieces in the last nine years ; in long ells, 
there has been a decrease of 262,868 pieces. In worleys, there 
has been an increase of 25,040 pieces ; in camlets, there has been 
a decrease of 39,970 pieces. 

2993. Can you furnish the Committee with a detailed state¬ 
ment upon this subject ?—I have prepared a statement of the 
quantity of woollens of the different sorts imported by the East- 
India Company into Canton in each of the years I have men¬ 
tioned; also a statement of the quantity of British woollens 
imported into Canton by the Americans. 

£ The witness delivered in the same , which are as follow: ] 

STATEMENT of the Quantity of British Woollens Imported into 
Canton by the East-India Company , 



Woollens : 


Pieces. 

1810 ) 
18U 5 ” 


1812 .... 

.......242,806 

1813 .... 


1814 .. .. 

.258,220 

1815 .. ., 

.224,632 

1816 ... 

.161,568 

1817 .... 


1818 .. . 

.. 133,761 

1819 ... 

.. 144,717 

1820 .. . 


1821 ... 

.157,401 

1822 ... 

_ 172,320 

1823 ... 

....... 136,768 

1824 ... 


1825 ... 

. 178,701 

1826 ... 

.212,346 

1827 ... 

.231,529 

1828 ... 


Decrease in Nine Years.. 


Pieces. 


1,821,389 


1,584,450 


Average Annual Decrease. 26,326 


5,919 


Broad Cloths: 

Pieces. 

18101 

1811/.. 

1812 . 6,466 

1813 ., .. .. 6,450 

1814 . 7,629 

1815 . 8,592 

1816 .. 8,181 

1817 . i 1,631 

1818 . 9,111 

1819 . 7,377 


Pieces. 


1820 . 8,814 

1821 . 12,171 

1822 . 13,320 

1823 . 12,183 

1824 . 12,396 

1825 . 13,701 

1826 . 19,266 

1827 . 20,289 

1828 . 12,471 
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7 1,356 


124,611 


Increase in Nine Years,. 53,255 

Annual Increase. 5,472 
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Long Ells: 



Worleys, 

continued. 




Pieces. Pieces. 


1,511,288 


lan}.240,248 

1BI2 . 200,000 

1813 .. . . 200,620 

1814 .209,000 

1815 .... ..179,520 

1810 „.128,320 

1817 *.130,600 

1818 .103,400 

1819 .118,540 

1820 ... 120,640 

1821 ......123,000 

1822 . 132,600 

1823 ......105,000 

1824 . 177,180 

1825 .. 140,000 

1826 . 166,000 

1827 .183,940 

1828 .100,060 

-- 1,248,420 

Decrease in Nine Years.. 262,868 
Annual Decrease,... 29,207 


1810 \ 
1811 \ 
1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 
1819 


WORLEYS : 

3,460 

. 3,100 

. 3,040 

,..,, 4,060 

..... 3,940 

. .... 3,360 

. 6,000 

,_ 6,000 


Pieces. 

Brought for ward, 8,000 

1822 . 4,600 

1823 .. 3,520 

.1824 . 7,800 

.1825 . 8,000 

1826 . 10,080 

1827 . 14,000 

1828 .. 6,000 


Increase in Nine Years. , 
Annual Increase.... 

Camlets : 

\lu\-- . ,8 ’ 750 

1812 . 22,340 

1813 . 22,020 

1814 . 23,010 

1815 . 20,000 

1816 . 14,390 

1817 . 13,890 

1818 . 14,250 

1819 .. 12,000 

1820 . 15,000 

1821 .. 15,830 

1822 . 19,000 

1823 . 11,340 

1824 . 12,000 

1825 _ 12,000 

1626 . 17,000 

1827 . 13,300 

1828 . 4,700 


Pieces. 

36,960 


62,000 

25,040 

2,782 


160,140 


120,170 


1820 . 


36,960 i 

Decrease in Nine Years., 

39,970 

1821 . 

.... 4,000 

_ 

Annual Decrease.. 

4,441 

Carried forward,. 8,000 

36,960 | 
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t/antit* of British Wooi.ljens* imported into Canton by the Americans . 


J 8.24-5* <, 


. 1825 - 6 ... 


. Broad Cloths'... Pieces 10,25 7 

Camlets.... 4,338 

Long ells . .......... . 7,842 

Boiubazeta .......... .......... 672 


23,159 


.BroadCloths...,.. I2 t 067 

Camlets.. 4,290 

Long ells . .. 10,620 


26,977 


1826-7.. . .Broad Cloths... 14,064 

Camlets .. 3,272 

Long ells . „.. .. 8,040 

Bombazets... 1,800 


•'27,176 


1818-19.. Broad Cloths.. .!769 
Camlets.4,188 


4,957 


1826-7..... 27,176 

1818-9..;.*.. 


4,956 


Increase,., ...., . 22,219 


•2994. Have you any knowledge of the trade in woollens car¬ 
ried on by the Russians with China?—During the former part 
of the time I carried on business in London, I executed several 
orders both for St. Petersburgh and Moscow; they were British 
woollens, which I afterwards found were intended for fjhe China 
trade, though I did not know it at the time. 

2995. Of what description of woollens ?—The colours were 
much the same as those exported by the East-India Company, 
but the quality of the cloth was considerably thicker. 

2996. Up to what period was this ?—Previous to the year 
1812. 

2997. What was the price of cloth at that time, as compared 
with the price now ?—The cloth sent out to Russia was from 
17$. to 20$. per yard, and the same quality certainly may be 

’ procured now at from 10$. to 12$. or even less. 

2998. How do you account for the fact that that trade is not 
now carried on from England ?—From the heavy duties which 
have been laid by the Russian government upon English cloths, 
and a reduction of duty upon Prussian cloths: indeed, English 
cloths are not allowed to be imported into Russia for transit at 
all, whilst the Prussian cloths ate’allowed to be entered for that 
purpose at a very trifling dujfcy. 

2999. Do you know the amount of duty in Russia?—I cannot 
state it exactly; I believe the duty upon fine English cloths 
amounts to between 6$. and 7$. a yard; upon Prussian cloths it 
is not near'Half that amount. 

^000. Previous to the imposition of this duty, can you state 
to what amount that trade was.ever carried on?—No, I cannot; 
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X was engaged in it but to a very small extent. There were 
some houses that were nearly altogether employed in preparing 
cloths for that purpose; Messrs. Austins’ and Messrs. Shep¬ 
pard’s houses. 

3001. Has there been any disposition shown lately by the 
Hanse Towns to engage in the woollen trade with China ?—• 
They have lately appointed a consul, who is now on his passage 
to Canton for the purpose of introducing Continental manufac¬ 
tures into China; woollens particularly. They have not yet 
commenced business; but he has gone over for thji,purpose of 
obtaining information, and by the report which he gives the 
shipments will be guided. 

3002. At present do you understand that they have every 
confidence that that trade may be carried on with success ?— 
They have. 

3003. Do you know what are the prices of the same kind of 
goods at tlie Hagse Towns as compared with the British ?— 
Till within this last two or three years the fine English cloths 
were not at all saleable on the Continent; but very considerable 
improvements have been made in the manufacture of cloths in 
this country, particularly in Leeds, and they have lately found 
their way all over the Continent; they have been sold in con¬ 
siderable quantities for the fairs at Leipsic and at Frankfort, and 
in other parts of Germany. 

3004. Do you think there is any probability that English 
woollens may find their way into China by shipment from the 
Hanse Towns?—I think it is very probable. 

3005. Supposing the trade were thrown open, do you think 
the English merchants would have a greater advantage in send¬ 
ing out w oollens to China than the German merchants and the 
Hanse Towns merchants?—They would have the advantage of 
the difference of expense in transporting them to Hamburgh 
and other places. 

3006. Would not the price give the English merchants ail ad¬ 
vantage over the other merchants ?—Certainly. 

3007. In what degree would individuals purchase woollens at 
more advantage than the Company?—In copscquence of the 
objectionable clauses which are in the contracts of the East- 
India Company. The manufacturer must always provide for 
those, and in consequence he lays an additional price; at least 
I always found it necessary to do so when I was engaged in the 
trade. 

3008. Do you think he would prefer selling to an individual 
at five per cent, less price than to the Company at their price ? 
—It depends in some measure upon the nature of the cloth which 
is wanted. In some instances five per cent, more would be con¬ 
sidered about a fair price ; but in others, perhaps two and a half, 
or even less than that. 
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009. Upon Hie whole, would three to four per cent, place 
the two upon a level?—About three to four per cent. 

3010. Does that include the difference with respect to the 
dyeing.?—No, that is quite independent of the saving in dyeing. 
In scarlet, the difference betwixt being dyed in London and 
Yorkshire would make a saving on the cost of the doth of 13 per 
cedt.; in purpkrof 17 per cent,; and in mazarine blue it would 
be 20 per cent. Altogether, in having Spanish stripe cloths 
dyed and finished in Yorkshire instead -of London, and buying 
them as a private merchant does, about 15 per cent, on the 
average would be saved in the six colours, of which the largest 
quantity is exported by the East-India Company. 

SOIL Then, in your opinion, an individual can‘be supplied in 
Yorkshire with cloth already dyed about 15 per cent, cheaper 
than the Company?—If he gets his cloth ready dyed in York¬ 
shire, and the Company dye theirs in London, he would have 
that advantage over them in the colours, of which the greatest 
quantity is exported. 

3012. Do the Company dye theirs in London?—By far the 
greater part. 

3013. Have you the means of knowing that the Company do 
dye a large proportion of their cloths in London ? — I have; and 
I have understood that lately some have also been dyed in 
Gloucestershire. 

3014. Do you mean of their Yorkshire cloths ? — No, the 
Yorkshire cloths are mostly dyed in Yorkshire. 

3015. Do you consider that cheaper mode of dyeing in York¬ 
shire to produce as good a colour as the dearer mode in London ? 
—Equally so. 

3016. Do you attribute, in any degree, the benefit derived by 
the Americans from the woollen trade to their smuggling into 
China ?—In consequence of the evidence given before the House 
of Commons, I made the observation to several Americans, with 
a view of ascertaining if it was ever practised, aud I am told not. 

3017. Have you the means of knowing whether, with all these 
advantages, there has been any increase in the quantity of con¬ 
sumption in China No.t having the amount of what the Ame¬ 
ricans have exported lately, I cannot correctly answer that 
question; Hut it would appear, up to the year 1827, that there is 
a little increase of the American importations into Canton, but 
it is not much, compared with the two previous years. 

3018. Is the dyeing as good in Leeds as in London?— 
Equally so. 

3019. As you have a very general knowledge of the manufac¬ 
ture and trade in cloth upon the Continent, is it your opinion 
that in any part of the Continent, a competition could be entered 
into with the cloth furnished by Great Britain for China?—I 
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should be inclined to think not at present. A few years ago 
they had advantages over us; but I think they have not now, 
owing to the improvements which have been made in the manu¬ 
facture in this country and the low price of the raw material. 

3020. What parts of the Continent do you think most likely 
according to the present state of the manufacture, to enter into 
competition with this country?—The woollen manufacture of 
Saxony I should consider the most likely to injure us. 

3021. Is that of the lower or higher quality of cloth?— 
The lower and the middle qualities of cloth. 

3022. Is it not the case that in former times there was a con¬ 
siderable manufacture of cloth in Silesia, which was adapted 
especially for the Russian trade ?—I believe so. 

3023. Does that manufacture still exist and flourish to the 
same extent?—I believe it does. I have not had any informa¬ 
tion to the contrary, excepting this last year; I am told that 
they have not been able to sell so much cloth as they formerly 
did on the Continent, in consequence of the introduction of the 
English. 

3024. Are you aware of the state of the manufacture of cloth 
generally in Russia ?—Since my arrival in London I have been 
informed that the principal and the most extensive manufacturer 
of woollen cloths in Russia has failed; a manufacturer who went 
from the West of England for the purpose of carrying on the 
woollen manufacture in Russia, and found that it would not 
answer his purpose to do so, and in consequence gave up the 
idea altogether. 

3025. Where was the manufacture in Russia which has failed ? 
—In St. Petersburgh, or the immediate neighbourhood. 

3026. Are you aware that the cloth manufacture in Russia is 
protected and fostered very much by the government ?—Yes. 

3027. Then you attribute the failure of the trade in cloth to 
Russia to two causes, to the heavy duties that are laid upon 
British cloth, and the lower duties which are imposed upon 
Prussian?-—Yes. 

3038. Are you not aware that there are cloths of a particular 
quality and colour admissible into Russia at a lower duty than 
cloths generally ?—Yes. 

3029. Do you know whether the cloth that the Russian 
soldiers are clothed with is manufactured by native manufac¬ 
turers ?—I have made inquiries regarding that subject, and I 
cannot get satisfactory information upon it; by some I have 
been told that it is manufactured in the country; by others, that 
it is manufactured in Breslau and the neighbourhood. 

3030, Can you state whether the export of woollens to India, 
since the trade was opened in 1814, has increased to any great 
degree?—To a very great extent indeed. 
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Much more than to China ?—Much more than to China. 9 Mar, ltUOi 
The exportation amounted, for the year ending 5th January jv/r. A. Vum. 
1829, to 30,555 pieces of cloth, 

3032. Can you state what it was in 1814 ?— (For the answer to 
this question, see Mr. Dixons evidence of Thursday thellthqf 
March.) 

3033. Can you state what were the articles which composed 
the large order of which you have spoken, which is now being 
executed in Yorkshire ?—Cloths of different descriptions, similar 
to what the East-India Company sent out. 

3034. Are you aware whether there have been any new arti¬ 
cles of manufacture of late years exported by the Americans, 
that are likely to suit the habits of the Chinese ?—-There is one 
now preparing in Yorkshire; and from the information which I 
have upon the subject, I am told that the demand is likely to be 
immense, both in India and China. It is a woollen cloth made 
with a cotton warp ; it may be made extremely thin, and at the 
same time much stronger than a woollen cloth of perhaps three 
times times the substance. 


3035. Is there any order for that to any extent now in execu¬ 
tion ?—-It is not in a situation yet of receiving orders for it, but 
it will be very shortly. 

3036. Have you any means of knowing what the Chinese 
think of this cloth?—It has been shown to gentlemen who have 
been in China and also in India, and their opinion is what I have 
just stated. 

3037. You have stated, that at the India-House fees are paid 
upon the examination of the cloths, and that sometimes 6d., 
sometimes U., sometimes as high as 2s. ; are those fees arbitrary, 
or how arc they regulated ?—They afe always stated by the 
Company in their contracts. 

3038. So that they are known by the manufacturers before¬ 
hand?—Yes. 

3039. Is the commission also known ?—It is. 


Joirn, 11° die Mar Hi , 1830. 


WALTER STEVENSON DAVIDSON, Esq. again called 
in, and examined. 


3040. You were the senior partner of one of the two leading 
houses of business In Canton?—I was. 


3041. Will you state any advantages or disadvantages which 
in your opinion, result to the British trade generally in China, 
from the existence of the East-India Company under the present 
regulations ?—L believe 1 can state both advantages and disad¬ 
vantages ; and they divide themselves into two heads, that is to 
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say* commercial and political. I shall commence with the com- 
W ? 'n-Mso ? mercial. The influence of the East-India Company, who can 




1 and do act with unity and vigour, forms a counterpoise of ines¬ 
timable value against the Hong monopoly, which individuals 
couM not form. The absence of this counterpoise would have 
the direct effect of decreasing the prices given for all the imports, 
and of increasing the prices demanded for all the exports. The 
Company's support of bankrupt merchants (for the greater 
number of the Hong in my time were so), by its advances on 
teas, has enabled the consignees of the country trade to do what 
could be done in no other country with which I am acquainted, 
namely to deal systematically with bankrupts, and thus obtain 
much higher prices for their merchandize. During the latter 
part of mv stay in China, although so much property passed 
through my hands, I scarcely ever thought of dealing with a 
Solvent merchant, because the consequence would have been a 
great loss to my principal; and this was all in consequence of 
my knowledge that I had the Treasury and the influence of the 
pow erful East-India Company at my back. Another advantage 
of the East-India Company in China was the facility to remitters, 
through bills on their Indian governments, and by which both 
my constituents and myself sometimes obtained a better exchange 
than by any merchandize we could ship. I have known large 
sums of money which were due to me by the bankrupt mer¬ 
chants, and which I could obtain in no other way, come direct 
from the Company’s Hong to my Hong', being advances obtained 
from the Company’s servants. I have also received large sums 
of money in bills on England, obtained in the same manner, 
after urgent solicitation on the part of the merchants to the 
supercargoes; which species of remittance, in those days, went 
by a technical name which has quite escaped my recollection. I 
should perhaps, have stated earlier, that on the first, entering of 
the ships, if I had not resolved to deal with those insolvent mer¬ 
chants, I should have found the greatest difficulty in getting the 
ships secured, because the extortions of the Chinese government 
are always proportioned to the wealth of the party who secures 
the ship. As to British subjects, I conceive that such security 
Of person and property is not to be lost sight of as is afforded 
by a public body, having every season from eighteen to twenty 
ships of force at their command, the influence of which was 
always in my time extended in favour of British commerce, 
save and except on that of the prohibited article opium. Those 
are the leading advantages that now occur to me of a commer¬ 
cial nature. Politically, I think that all Englishmen owe the 
Company’s servants in Canton a debt of gratitude for their in¬ 
fluence over the last ambassador that w ent from this country to 
China, in inducing him to abstain from performing that degrading 
act of reverence termed the kotow. I call it not a ceremony, 
because in China it is no ceremony, but a distinct acknowledg¬ 
ment of inferiority and subjection $ and if it had been performed 
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ambassador, I verily believe" the China trade would 
not have been in existence at this day. I will next state the 
disadvantages that I conceive the existence of the East-India 
Company, under the present system, to be productive of; and 
really I think they are both few and unimportant. It is in 
the power of the Company’s servants to stop all British trade ; 
and it is no doubt possible that such power may be exercised on 
mistaken motives, and for speculative advantages. I was present 
during the'two great stoppages in 1814 and 1821, and such 
interruptions of trade have certainly been “ few and’for between." 
I was* a party who, I believe, as an individual, suffered as much 
on both occasions, either immediately.or prospectively, as per¬ 
haps any one unconnected with the Company; and 1 can con¬ 
scientiously say, that I believe the stoppage of* 1814, which was 
caused by the Company’s servants, to have been perfectly un¬ 
avoidable. Security against its being done capriciously, or on 
slight grounds, can only be found in the character of the 
parties; and the deep responsibility which they .incur, not only 
to their own immediate employers, but to the country at large. 
I will explain what I mean by saying that I suffered deeply 
myself from these occurrences. In 1814, the conduct of my 
house was so much disapproved of by some of its constituents, 
for not protesting against the conduct of the East-lndia Com¬ 
pany? that we lost a large portion of valuable business. The 
merchants 4 of Bombay, upon that occasion, framed a memorial 
to the Board of Control, setting fprth the great advantages of 
their trade to the East-India Company, by reason of the duty 
paid on the cotton in the first instance; also, by the territorial 
revenue of that part of the Company’s own territory in the 
Guzerat, from which the cotton came; and again, from the 
duties on the return-cargoes from China ; and they contended, 
that the East-India Company had no right to stop their ships 
in China, which gave them just cause to seek remuneration by 
an action at law. That the case pressed upon them witli 
peculiar hardship I always deeply regretted ; that the law was 
on the side of the Company I never doubted. I have by me 
the form of bond given by the owners of country ships to the 
Company's Bengal Government in India, before setting sail for 
China ; in which it clearly appears, that all British merchants 
trading by such sufFerence as they did, were bound to conform 
to the orders of the Company’s servants in China. I say 
nothing of the original Act of Charter, because that is within 
the reach of this Committee, and bears also strongly upon that 
question. In the stoppage of 1821, which was brought about 
by the Chinese and not the East-India Company, the super¬ 
cargoes then prevented only the entrance of country ships, not 
then* loading and departing from the port of Canton ; and it is a 
fact, that country ships did load and depart quietly, at a time 
when it seemed to be pretty universally considered that the 
Company’s ships would have .been forced to assume a hostile 



U Mar. 1830. 

W. ft. Davidson, 
Es 9 . 








EVIDENCE ON EAST4NBIA AFFAIRS ? 

attitude, pending a reference to England, There is ano'tatfei 
commercial disadvantage, but it is, perhaps, hardly worthy of 
W. X. Dmudson, ^ e ] n g mentioned 5 such is the jealousy entertained by the East- 
India Company respecting woollens and worsteds, that I upon 
one occasion, about the year 1815, was prevented from exporting 
from Bengal in a ship with myself (a country ship) a couple of 
carpets, for the use of my house at Canton during the winter 
season. 

3042. Has the East-Indla Company’s Factory, during your 
experience, given encouragement and protection to, or thrown 
impediments in the way of individual British merchants in 
China ?—During my time I never knew the British Factory 
throw a wilful, or, as I conceive, an unnecessary impediment 
in the way of British trade ; and so long as that Factory shall 
continue to be constituted of the same materials as it was during 
my time, that is, of well-educated, intelligent, patriotic, and 
honest men, so long will they, I conceive, give encouragement 
to that trade, and even hazard a departure from that narrow 
policy which has, on more than one occasion, emanated from 
the Leadenhall. I will relate the occasion to which I allude. 
A ship to my consignment lay at Whampoa with the most 
valuable cargo that in those days had ever been known to 
be in one small bottom; the estimated value was 1,600,000 
dollars and upwards. Great difficulties then obtained in the 
opium trade, and threats of search had been thrown out by 
the inferior Mandarins. I received an express from Wham¬ 
poa from the captain of the ship, stat ing suspicious appearances, 
and expressing the greatest alarm in consequence of both his 
officers having been taken violently ill immediately after their 
dinner, from which lie inferred they had been poisoned. 1 
immediately collected what strength I could from the country 
trade; and, before embarking for the spot myself, I waited 
upon the then chief of the British Factory : he was my intimate 
friend, and the sincere friend of all British interests. I said, 

“ J. know you can do nothing for me personally, who am known 
to you only as a foreigner: but there is £400,000 sterling of 
British property at Whampoa at this moment in the utmost 
jeopardy; and I put it to you, whether, with such a fleet as 
you have there, you will allow that property to be plundered, 
and particularly as many lives must be sacrificed in the attempt.’' 
The president of the committee saw clearly the difficulty he 
was placed in; but being most anxious to render every assist- 
ance, he most considerably devised a plan which perfectly 
satisfied me. He said, “ You know as w ell as I what my orders 
are respecting opium; but where so much British property is 
in danger, I will go beyond my orders; I will speak daggers to 
them, although I dare not use them; in short, I will make a 
demonstration which may be of great service.” He merely 
concerted with me a signal, which should be known between 
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_f and one of the Company’s ships at Whampoa.. I went 
dowr;. the river with the party l had collected, and when we 
arrived on board the vessel we fouftd the chief officer had died; 
the second je.xnafib.ed ill; the men were all fit arms; but no 
symptom having*been manifested of an intention on the part ol 
the Chinese to commit aggression, the only use I had occasion 
to make of the president’s kindness, was to obtain surgeons from 
two of his ships to dissect the dead officer ; and having done so, 
we discovered that poison w as not the cause of his death. We, 
continued a strongly-armed watch however, and upon the alert 
for twenty-four hours. The Chinese either saw that we were 
prepared, or never intended the attack, and the alarm passed 
over. I have known the British Factory to throw impediments 
in the way of British subjects by, sending them away from 
Canton at an inconvenient season lor their business; but v that 
was merely the dry exercise of the law, tfnd I never knew it 
wantonly resorted to. ' 

3043. What, in yojar opinion, would be the result of the with¬ 
drawal of the Easfrdndia Company from China, and of an open 
trade to that pountry ?—I conceive the result would, sooner or 
later, be a war between England and China, accompanied by 
wide-spread individual ruin; unless the Chinese government be 
previously either coaxed by discreet, or, coerced by. energetic 
negotiation into that amicable and reasonable intercourse with 
other nations, which every civilized state is bound by the dictates 
of nature to cultivate with its neighbours. 

3044. Have you, or have you not, understood that the best 
teas brought to Canton were placed at the option of the Com¬ 
pany?—In my time Preally think there was an almost universal 
concession to that'opinion. 

3045. Do you, or do you,not, consider that were individual 
purchasers of teas competing with each other to enter the China 
market instead of one great purchaser, the effect of it would he 
to raise the price of teas in China ?—Certainly. This would 
happen in any market on so thorough a change of system : but 
that effect would gradually subside of course, because the higher 
the piwce was raised, the greater would be the manufacture, and 
the effect would then be a return to remunerative prices only, 
and thus matters would in-the end, most probably, find their 
level. 

3016. Do you consider that were the privileges of the East- 
India Company done away with, the Hong merchants would have 
more control* over the trade, or that rffctrade would be more 
extended ?—It would be quite .a natural consequence for the 
trade to become more extended ;-but'if the East-India monopoly 
is to be done away with, and the Hong monopoly to continue, it 
involves an-absurdity too great to suppose this country could 
submit to, because I have already stated that the East-India 
Company is a counterpoise absolutely necessary to counteract 
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jxy l30 * in part, although it must be insufficient to balance the Til 
'sBamdmn mono P°ty 5 these consequences must mainly depend upon 

Esq! * the future acts of the Chinese government , 

3047. Do you consider that the British Factory, by resisting 
attempted encroachments of the Chinese government on existing* 
privileges, has or has not contributed to the advantage of foreign 
trade generally P — Most certainly: and that is what I conceive 
to press so cruelly upon the interests of this country, because I 
feel that these advantages to foreign trade are obtained at the 
cost of Great Britain ; which trade, I grieve to say, I believe can 
never safely be opened to British industry and enterprise, but 
under the sanction of laws and regulations founded upon previous 
negotiation. I hold that we have hitherto possessed the trade 
with China on the frail tenure of a thread, and on a footing as 
degrading to the character as it is repugnant to the feelings of 
this nation. I hope to see the day when, as regards our inter¬ 
course with China, England shall follow the dictates of a wiser 
policy without losing sight of the maxims of justice ; when the 
name of the East-Iridia Company shall be known but in the past 
history of the country, and when that justly obnoxious term 
monopoly shall be expunged from the vocabulary of this great, 
enterprising, industrious, and most commercial people. 

3048. Do you mean by foreign trade, all that trade that is 
carried on by persons not British subjects ?-^-Clearly; and that 
is the reason I have stated that it is at the cost of England that 
thosfe advantages have hitherto been obtained. 

3049. Have ypu visited other parts of Asia besides that of 
Canton ?—I have visited all thp four Presidencies of India, 
Malacca, Sincapore, Java, New South Wales, many of the 
Eastern islands; and I have sailed from India up the lied Sea, 
upon which occasion I landed at Cosseir, and the ship proceeded 
to Suez, near the head of that sea. 

3050. Have you any knowledge of the success, or otherwise, 
of the trade which has been carried on between China and the 
ports of continental Europe ip American or other foreign vessels? 
—My knowledge of it is not extensive; but I have the results 
of some such adventures now by me, if the Committee wish to 
hear them. In the spring of 1819, a very fine ship under Dutch 
colours came to Canton; she was owned by a very intelligent 
merchant in Holland, a particular friend of mine, but from 
motives of expediency was consigned to the Dutch Factory at 
Canton, and not to me. I%$h»f some service to the concern, 
however, and in return the owner sent me a particular statement 
pf the result.. The ship was loaded with tea, and a small quan¬ 
tity of cassia lignea and sugar. Some of the sugar, by the bye, 
had been collected at Siam, where the ship had previously 
attempted to obtain a whole cargo, but failed. On the return 
of that ship to Holland there was short of £1,500 sterling left 
for her freight, and the owner in transmitting to me the account 


miSTfty 



T COMMITTE8o f HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

I follows: “ I waited the result of our adventure, hoping » 

_.„ found inducement to repeat it. You will be sorry to ^ ~ 

learn that in this we have been disappointed. This goes by a ' l, ' A 
vessel from Mkldleburgh, which, by proceeding a second time, 
one would suppose bad done well in the first adventure; but the 
fact I have reason to know is the contrary : and it is easy to 
reconcile this, when I inform you that it is not like ours, a 
private concern, but divided into a great, number of shares, and 
administered by a single house, calling themselves book-keepers, 
who have, no doubt, only a small share themselves, and are con¬ 
sequently more than compensated for any loss on that share, by 
a good commission on the whole transaction.” The same cor¬ 
respondent, writing a few months afterwards, says, “ Our unfor¬ 
tunate Canton cargo, though sold by us nearly eight months 
ago, is yet nearly all < in natural and Would now certainly sink 
from 5,000 to 0,000 pounds more than we lost by it*” I can 
state another adventure about which I knew. A Trench house 
sent a large ship to China, and the cargo was furnished by bills 
being drawn through my house, and on Bengal. This occurred 
in 1819. In December 1820 I saw the owner of that ship in 
Paris (l had been acquainted with' the gentleman at Canfcoh 
when he conducted the operation), and he told me that it had 
brought ruin on all the parties concerned. 

3051. Do you consider the mode adopted by the Company of 
contracting for teas with the Chinese merchants to have been 
advantageous or disadvantageous ?—Highly advantageous for the 
Company. In proof of which I will state, that I have by me 
accounts by which I perceive that teas, which I purchased in the 
spring of one year at 34 tales, I. readily sold in the shipping 
season at 38, besides interest of money at 12 per cent per 
annum; for teas I purchased at 36 tales I obtained 50, and for 
teas I purchased at 17 tales I got 30. This is but an instance 
of what I might probably have done on a certain scale almost 
every year I was in China. 1 will read an extract from a letter 
from my firm (o a house in New South Wales, written at the 
time of the Topaze’s stoppage in 1821: “ Within the last four¬ 
teen days your 3,000 chests of hyson skin have advanced three 
tales, and were it not for our engagement with the ship Almo- 
rah, we could at this moment readily resell and pass 6,250 
dollars to your credit: and what the event may be when another 
fortnight has passed by, we Cannot tell; but we venture to pre¬ 
dict, that should the Company’s trade be re-opened, the last of 
their twenty-one ships cannot be loaded with good tea j and, on 
the other hand, should circumstances Unhappily protract the 
Settlement for months, it is notorious that the up-country dealers 
in that article will be ruined, and the regular supply m conse¬ 
quence deranged, whilst you will be safe from competition in the 
interim by the rigorous blockade already commenced by the 
Company’s authority on country ships bound inwards.’' 
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3052. Do you consider that, in the event of an interruption 
of British intercourse with China, tea could be brought in Ch.i- 

if. s, Davidson , nese vessels in any quantity, and of good quality, to the 
. islands of the Eastern Archipelago ?—My experience can be of 
> no use in answering that question. The thing is possible, but 

I should think the most improbable thing in the world that 
it could be done so us to answer the purpose of England* 
In the first place, the law of China is expressly against it; 
in the second place, the vessels are of that precarious and 
insecure description, that certainly none but such a body 
as the East-India Company could think of trusting their pro¬ 
perty upon them. When I say the East-India Company, I mean 
that or any other such body on which the failure of an enter¬ 
prise Would not bring ruin, because a company, of course, can 
venture to hazard what individuals cannot do ; but I am satis¬ 
fied that no individual British merchant would ever have 
- thought of resorting to such a desperate expedient in my time. 

3053. Would you consider property of your own to be safe 
in Chinese junks, such as navigate the Chinese seas?—Most 
certainly not. I think I am correct when I say that the calcu¬ 
lation in my time ran thus: if seven junks sail from China to a 
distant port, one out of the seven was lost; but I should say 
that that calculation is wide of the truth. On recollecting my¬ 
self, I believe the proportion returning is too great; and from 
what I know of their construction, outfit, and manning, (for ~ 
the only thing good about them is their conduction, they have 
an European, generally a Portuguese captain,) I should say 
that the probable loss of one in five is a better answer to the 

^ question. The confusion, from the want of discipline, that 
prevails on board those junks, prevents the European naviga¬ 
ting captain from having any authority in times of danger, and 
therefore all the assistance they derive from him is when they 
are in the open sea. 

3054 Have you heard that the losses sustained by some 
individuals during the great- fire at Canfon were made good by 
- the Chinese?—Yes; I have heard so. I do not call to mind 
having heard from what source that was ; at the- same time, I 
can have no doubt from whence the indemnification came. It 
was from the consoo fund, which funtLis formed by- a direct 
tax on the foreign trade: it is a very secret fund; but I have 
reason to think it is levied more often upon the? imports than 
the exports, consequently the Americans, who brought a large 
portion of dollars in my time, did not pay their quota to it. 
There is another peculiarity about the consoo fund, which is, 
that when once any article is made tributary to it, which will 
happen in the origin for a particular purpose, it does not follow 
that when that particular purpose shall be answered the tax on 
such article shall be released, consequently ft is the most anti- 
* commercial, oppressive, and infamous tax imaginable. 






JEsq* 


T COMMITTEE 01 the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

By whom is this tax imposed; by the Hong merchants, 11 Mar. 1830. 
oFby the Viceroy at Canton?—No doubt by the advice, and 
certainly with the connivance of the Hong merchants. I have ’ 
often discussed it with them, when they perfectly acknowledged 
the justness of my animadversions upon it. It is the same de- • 
scrip tion of abuse which would prevail in other countries if 
submitted to; and I think there is a good deal of analogy 
between that and what is actually taking place at this moment 
in this country; I allude to the fact of Mr. Pitt, and other 
ministers of the day, having formerly raised the salaries of all 
public functionaries on the plea of the great dearness of provi¬ 
sions and other necessaries of life ; and now we see how difficult 
it is to obtain a reduction, although it be quite notorious that 
£1,000 well husbanded, will go almost as far as £1,500 did 
formerly in the maintenance of a large family. 

3056. By whom is the consoo fund managed ?—By the Hong 
merchants; at least, we know of no other party in the affair. 

3057. Should you consider such remuneration of losses sus¬ 
tained by fire as any proof of an amicable disposition of the 
Chinese government ?—Most certainly not. They had nothing 
to do with it, I believe; but the Hong merchants must have 
found it convenient at the moment to pay off a few clamorous 
applicants, and they would immediately indemnify themselves 
out of the consoo fund. 

3058. You mentioned the case of a Dutch ship having ob¬ 
tained a partial cargo at Siam, but was not able to obtain the 
whole : what prevented its obtaining the whole cargo; was it a 
political cause, or a commercial cause?—I understood at the 
time that the chief difficulties had been thrown in the way of 
the enterprise by the public authorities; but the gentleman 
who conducted the ship, one of the most intelligent men I 
ever knew, considered it would be a fruitless attempt to 
repeat. 

3059. Was it on account of the place being unfit for com¬ 
merce that no good adventure could be made there, or was it a 
fruitless attempt, in his opinion, from the obstruction put by 
.the government?—I should say probably both, as well as my 
recollection guides me. I have no information respecting Siam 
but general information. 

3060. You stated what that Dutch ship was freighted with 
from Canton homewards, what was the cargo outwards from 
Europe?—She brought dollars to Siam, which she calculated 
would have been sufficient to have invested the cargo in which 
she was in search of: but having failed there, and coming to 
Canton, the cargo she took home was more valuable, and the 
consignees were obliged to supply that deficiency by bills on 
Europe* 

3061. You stated that there was a loss by the homeward voy¬ 
age; was there a loss upon the whole adventure, or merely upon 
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l the return voyage ?—I think, from the teiiour of rtty 
letter I have read, there is no doubt it Was a losing adventure 
W.S. JDavuison, U p OW the whole. But I stated in my former answer, not that 
there was a ioss, but that only about £1,500 was left as freight 
to the ship. 

3062, Is that the only adventure which, during your time in 
China, you knew of to Siam ?—-It waS the only adventure I Over 
knew much of; and not having originated in China (for the ship 
came to Canton after making the fruitless attempt), I did not 
collect so much information about it as I should otherwise have 
done; that is to say, my curiosity was not so much excited. 

3063. l>o you know of any other foreigner who attempted 
voyages to Siam ?—I do not. 

3061. Or to any part of Cochin China?—None whatever, 
but what I read of in the popular history of that country, 

3065. You have stated, as the result of your experience in 
the trade of China, that you hoped to see the time when the 
trade of that country should be put upon a footing which you 
Would consider more consonant to the interests and dignity of 
this country, by which all monopoly would be done away; 
have the goodness to state to the Committee what your idea is 
of this perfect state of the trade with China which you should 
wish to see established?— In doing so, I feel that I must con¬ 
sider China as a civilized nation; and I therefore can entertain 
no doubt that vigorous negotiation would obtain Great Britain 
all the privileges she can seek to enjoy in such a distant arid pe* 
culiar county. The only basis on which, I think, the trade with 
that country could be carried on with safety to this country, 
and with comfort to the individuals who embark, is that of a 
treaty of commerce, wherein the duties of the foreigners who 
visit China shall be dearly and distinctly defined, wherein their 
rights, in return, shall be acknowledged, and the whole con¬ 
nexion proceed upon the sanction of such laws and regulations 
as I cannot doubt (it being always assumed that China is 
civilized) this country is in a state to exact. At the present 
moment the government of China admit us to hold intercourse 
with them. We take to them those artielevS which they require, 
ami we receive in return the surplus of their productions: a 
state of things which I hold to be the most wholesome and 
consonant possible with the interests of both countries; and I 
read in an author of celebrity, under the head of “ Eight of all 
nations against one that openly despises justice,” that “If by her 
constant maxims, and by the*whole tenour of her conduct, she 
evidently proves herself to be actuated by that mischievous dis- 
osition, if she regards. no right as sacred, the safety of the 
uman race Requires she should be repressed ;* and again, << to 
despise justice in general is doing an injury to all nations/' 
Vatte! is my authority. 

3066. And you are of opinion that this better state of things 
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might be brought about by- a mot? vigorous exercise 
of authority on the part of this country ?—! do not entertain a 
doubt of it 

3067. Do you think it might be brought about by a mere 
withholding of trade, or that it would require any more vigor¬ 
ous measure to produce it?—I consider that a vigorous nego¬ 
tiation, accompanied by a threat that the King of England 
would no longer consent to hold intercourse with China on the 
degrading footing on which it has hitherto been carried on, 
would altogether alter the tone of the government of Pekin. 

3068. Are you of opinion that the Company have generally 
assumed too tame a tone in their communications with the Chi¬ 
nese authorities?—By no means. I arn quite of a different 
opinion; and I think it would have been much better had the 
East-India Company instructed their servants in China <vhat 
they were to do, and what they were not to do, and not left 
them such a dangerous discretion as has hitherto been vested in 
them. I take for granted in this answer, that the East-India 
Company in London would have done so in concert with His 
Majesty’s Government, and I think it would have been wise for 
all parties to consider long ago what was best to be determined 
upon, instead of leaving individual traders at the daily risk of 
the loss of all their property. 

3069. But you are of opinion that, either by the Crown or by 
the Company, some attempt should be made to put the trade 
with the Chinese upon a different footing from that on which it 
now stands ?—-Certainly, by the Crown. 

3070. And you think that would be practicable ?—I have no 
doubt of it. 

3071. And being effected, you are of opinion that it would 
be for the interest of this country that the monopoly of the 
China trade should be done away ?~Certainly. 

3072. And that the trade, under such circumstances, could 
be conducted with more advantage to the country?—Certainly; 
it being taken for granted, however, that when the English mo¬ 
nopoly is done away, which should be subsequent to the nego¬ 
tiation, the Chinese Hong monopoly in its present mischievous 
operation should be stipulated to cease. 

3073. How long is it since you left China ?—I left China in 
the month of February 1822. 

3074. You have spoken of the number of Chinese junks that 
were lost; by whpm are the junks freighted ?— By Chinese 
usually. 

3075. What do those cargoes generally consist of ?—Such 
articles as find a sale in Java and the neighbouring islands, 
principally, I believe, for the use of the Chinese settlers in those 
parts, who are very numerous i teas, silks, nankeens, sugar- 
candy, and so forth. 



U Mar. 1030. 
/K S. Davidson;, 
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1830. 3076. What are the principal ports to* which they resort P-M!,# 

K tavia is the very principal one, at Malacca, and Sincapore, and 
nndson, Manilla, they are constantly seen ; at Banca, at various ports 
in Borneo, and even, I believe, as distant as the Archipelago 
of Celebes and the Gulph of Carpentaria, on the north- coast of 
New Holland 

3077* Can you form any estimate of the amount of trade 
carried on between Canton and the Eastern Isles ?—No I'can¬ 
not form any exact, or even approximate estimate of it. 

3078. If it should be found impracticable to coerce the 
Chinese government in the manner you have stated, do you 
think the mode in which the trade is carried on now is the most 
beneficial and secure ?—Unquestionably, if I connect the bene¬ 
ficial with the secure consideration. 

3079. It is presumed that the vigorous negociation you re¬ 
commend, must, of course, be accompanied with a commen¬ 
surate naval force to carry it into effect with success ?—-X should 
think there is ample time to try a much milder mode of xiegoti- 
ation, before the period will arrive when it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary to adopt the last measure. 

3080* Supposing that, by negotiation of any description, 
success could not be obtained in that object, do you think that 
what is called the Company’s monopoly is necessary to counter¬ 
balance the Hong monopoly ?—1 have already, in niy answer to 
one of the questions, stated that such is my decided and un¬ 
equivocal opinion. 

3081. What is your opinion of the profit and loss that has 
taken place in the country trade between China and India since 
1813?—I should suppose it has been much less profitable than 
formerly, 

3082. Has it been upon the whole a profitable trade ?—'.What 
it has been since 18221 cannot speak at all; but during the last 
three or four years of ray residence in China I fear that it was, 
upon the whole, the contrary. . . 

3083. Were not* the embassies carried on by Lord Macartney 
and Lord Amherst with a view of establishing commercial rela¬ 
tions between China and Epgland?—I always understood so. 

3084*. Can you state to the Committee any reason why those 
embassies did not succeed in their object?—Because they netfer 
professed to be but complimentary embassies, and therefore were 
not calculated to succeed *vith the Chinese government.. 

3085. Had they stated their distinct object to be that* of 
commerce, is it your opinion, from the knowledge you have of 
the character of the Chinese government, that they would have, 
been received at all? —They certainly would not have been 
more likely to be received into the imperial presence had they 
stated-such, than in the manner in which they went, which 
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from a more vigorous negotiation, did you contemplate coercion, 
by war ?—I stated, I think, in a former answer, that what I 
meant by coercion in the first instance, was a threat that the 
King of England could no longer tolerate the degraded state of 
vassalage in which his subjects were held in China, without 
privileges, without protection, without safety, either to persons 
or property. 

3087. Do you think that such threat, unaccompanined with 
force, would produce the effect which you expect upon the 
government of China?—I confess I must entertain doubts 
whether it would. 

3088. Then your ultimate view would be, that, supposing 
such an attempt were to be made by the King of England, that 
that attempt in its ultimate result must contemplate the sending 
a force, and in fact, going to war?—That is just the point to 
which I come, provided I be justified in stating, what 1 believe 
I have already done in a previous answer* that the common 
right of all civilized states to insist on holding reasonable inter¬ 
course with each other, is acknowledged by the best writers on 
the law of nations. 

3089. Putting the right out of the question, what rational 
expectation would be formed of any warfare carried on against 
a nation of a population so immense?—During many years 
residence in China, the subject was constantly discussed. We 
had the information derived from the first embassy as well as 
from the last, and I never heard any man who had given his 
mind to the subject, but came to this conclusion, that although 
the population of China may be 250,000,000, 20,000 British 
troops might inarch from Canton to Pekin at any moment with¬ 
out hindrance or molestation. 

3090. Are you of opinion that it would be consistent with 
justice that the English nation should march an army of 20,000 
men from Canton to Pekin, merely because the government of 
China do not confer upon British subjects those commercial 
advantages to which you think they are justly entitled?-—It is 
not commercial advantages that I have ever said I would make 
war to contend for; but if the Emperor of China permits, m he 
has done, Englishmen to reside within his dominions for the 
purposes of trade, I think it is his duty to protect them, to 
foster that trade, and to see that his officers do justice to those 
who are enterprizing enough to undertake it, and to rely upon 
Ins imperial protection and hospitality. 

3091. If foreigners settle in any country for the purpose of 
commerce, or for any other purpose, is not one of the condi¬ 
tions on which they reside in such country an obedience to the 
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laws, and, a conformity with the customs of that country 
Certainly. 

$092,. Are there any roads from Can ton to Fokin for troops 
to march on?—I really do not know, but there is on modem 
maps a distinct tract of Lord Amherst’s route from Pekin to 
Canton. I have such a map in an atlas in my own possession. 

3093. Have you ever seen any Chinese maps of the road £<*— 
I think not. 

3091. Do you conceive that a commercial treaty with China 
would be best negociated by the East-Indra Company, or by an 
ambassador, or any other party directly accredited by the 
Crown?—By an ambassador direct from the Crown. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON again called in, and examined. 

A, Dixon* 3095, The witness requests he may be allowed to answer the 
following question, which was put to him on la is former exami¬ 
nation, on Tuesday the 9th of March instant;—What was the 
number of cloths exported by the free-traders in the year end¬ 
ing the 5th of January 1828? —Of British woollens, 30,289 
pieces, and of Foreign 552; together, 30,841 pieces. In the 
30,555 pieces, which I before stated to have been shipped in 
the following year, is included 1,414 pieces of foreign woollen 
cloth. This quantity of 30,555 pieces, exported by the free¬ 
traders to India alone, to the four ports only to which they 
have access, exceeds that of tlie East-lndia Company to both 
India and China, during the period, by fifty percent.; their 
export, according to the papers laid before the House of Com¬ 
mons, having only been 20,370 pieces, in which, I believe, is 
„ ' included the cloth for the use of the army, 

8096. You have stated that you had been engaged as a 
Blackwell-hall factor till the year 1822" in London, and that 
you are now engaged in the woollen trade as a manufacturer at 
Leeds?—I stated that I am now a foreign commission agent, 
and have been so for several past at Leeds and in Huddersfield: 

8097. What was the name of your house in London ?—Abra¬ 
ham Dixon and Company, and previous to that, John Thomas 
and Company. 

3098. What is the linn of the house with which you are con¬ 
nected in Yorkshire?—I have no partner; I have been alone 
for some years. 

3099. Have you been in the habit of supplying the Company 
with broadcloths?—During the time that I resided in London 
frequently. 

3100. What is the process by which the Company buy those 
goods ?—By public tender and contract. 

3101. Did you find any difficulty in the dealings you had 

*’ with Company ?-*~No. * . 4 
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Are you aware that the Company buy their goods 
__i bye-law ?—X am not aware of that. 

3103. Did you find that the Company fulfilled their engage¬ 
ments faithfully and honourably with you ?•—Perfectly so. 

3104. You stated that there were certain fees forming apart 

of the contract, were they fixed fees or arbitrary fees ? ! hey 

were always stated in the notice ot the tender for the contract 
as fixed fees. 

3105. Were there not fines imposed upon parties who failed 
to deliver a proper article ?—There were. 

3106. Have you ever been subject to those fines ?-During 
my transactions with the Company I do not recollect that l 
ever had to pay one fine; but if I had, it was of a very trifling 
amount. 

3107. Have you had any facilities given > you by the Com¬ 
pany, such as receiving money on discount before it was due ? 
—Not during the time that 1 resided in London, but perhaps 
my partners might, but I am not aware of the fact. 

3108. Are you aware that the Company are often in the 
habit of giving those facilities to persons with whom they trade ? 
—X believe they do so when applied to for that purpose, 

3109. Do you consider that an advantage ?—Certainly it fc 
an advantage. 

SI 10. Do you apprehend that this mode of contract is disad¬ 
vantageous to the Company ?—I think so. 

3111. In what respect?—In consequence of the fines and ot 
the rejections, many houses are deterred from entering into the 
contracts: indeed many houses, to my knowledge, would not 
enter into the business at all, in consequence of the danger of 
rejections and being subject to fines. 

3X12. Did you refuse to supply the Company when you 
were engaged in that trade whenever an opportunity offered? 
—If those fines had not been imposed, we should have gone 
to a greater extent in our tenders for cloth to the East-India 
Company. 

3113. But, to a certain extent, you were always willing to 
engage with the Company ?■—When wc had not other employ¬ 
ment. for our manufactories in Yorkshire. 

3114. Have you any means of knowing whether the Company 
have always thrice the quantity of goods offered to them for 
which they have occasion?—I believe that is frequently the 
case. 



3115. Do you think that is any proof of the disadvantage 
that the manufacturers labour under in dealing with the 
Company?—There are always people that are desirous oi 
doing business. They would tender at a high price, that 
would cover the risk of fines and rejections. 
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3116. Are you aware that the Company take the lowest 
der?—»I believe they do. 

3117. Have manufacturers access to the Company's samples, 
and are you furnished with portions when you deaire to see 
them ?—Yes, 

3118. You stated that the overlookers are very strict in their 
examination, and there is no appeal from them ?—So it is stated 
in the contracts. 

3119. Are you aware that the Company occasionally take 
goods at a small reduction of price, which are not equal to the 


standard, in order to favour 
believe, sometimes. 


the manufacturers ?—They do,, 1 


3120. Were you engaged formerly with Hamburg and Am¬ 
sterdam, and other places in Europe ?—Yes. 

3121. And you had also an establishment in the United States 
of America ?—I had. 

3122. Have you withdrawn from those establishments?—Yes* 
^ 3123. For what reason?—In the year 1826, the firm in Lon¬ 
don to which I belonged was unfortunate in business. 

3124* To what causes do you attribute your losses in trade ? 
—It arose from bad debts, made chiefly in this country, arising 
principally from our banking or agency business in London, iri 
consequence of the great depreciation in the value of every de¬ 
scription of property in 1825 and 1826* 

3125. Was your trade to America profitable ?—Yes. 

3126. Were the dealings you had wi tit the Company profit¬ 
able, or otherwise?—To the best of nay knowledge they were 
profitable. 

3127. Are you at present interested in the house of Joshua 
Taylor Sc Co. ?—No, not for many years past; not since 1822. 

3128. Do you happen to know whether they have many deal¬ 
ings with the Company ?—I believe they have., 

3129. Are you aware of what became of the cloths that the 
itompaay rejected when you supplied them with a quantity, and 
when some were rejected?—About the year 1812 or 1815, or 
rather previous to the year 1815, they were generally sold to 
tire Mogadorc merchants; since* that they have been chiefly 
sold to the private traders for India and China. 

3130. At any reduction in price ?~^Sometttries they have been 
sold at a reduction of price, and sometimes at an advance of price. 
Indeed, some of the cloths have been sent to America, and sold 
there to American China merchants. 

3131: Were they sold at a reduction in price?—I believe ge¬ 
nerally those which were sent to America were sold at a profit. 

3132. Are the Committee to understand that those that were 
sold and went to America realised to the manufacturer a larger 
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ban the Company would have given for them ?—I am now 
/peaking of those we manufactured ourselves; they brought 
•ger price in America, but in London they were generally 
old at a loss. For many years, the rule in disposing of articles 
of that description was to deduct from the cost of the day the 
cost charged by the Company for dyeing; that is, the cloth was 
sold dyed at the same price as if the doth had been white, and 
then there was a considerable loss. 

3133. As you reside at Leeds, does it happen to fall within 
your knowledge, that, when an application was made to the Com¬ 
pany to relieve the distresses in the neighbourhood of Leeds, 
circulars were sent round, and offers were made to the Company 
to supply cloths to ah extent much beyond their demand ?~~I am 
not aware of that,. 

3134. Are you aware what is the comparative cost price of 

woollen cloth in Leeds and in the West of England ?_There 

has not been much difference; but I believe the Leeds cloths 'are 
a little cheaper. 

3135. Then you are not aware that, in this particular instance, 
the" Gloucestershire or West of .England clothiers have under¬ 
sold the Leeds manufacturer's ?—I am not. 

3136. Are you not aware of the fact of the Company having 
always, offers for twice or thrice the quantity of goods that they 
have occasion fb'r ?—Not that that is always the case; that it is 
so sometimes, l have understood. 

3137. Are the Committee to infer, that the Company's mode 
of business is encouraging to the manufacturer, by the quantity 

, of goods that they offer ?—It would appear so from that. 

3138. Should you not conceive that a demand, equal in amount 

to the Company s demand for cloth, by the private trade, would 
be equally beneficial'to this country as the Company's demand ? 
—Certainly. . _ , 

3139. Can you inform the Committee-why the cost of the 
dyeing of the different colours in Yorkshire and in London dif¬ 
fers so much, the material of dyeing being the same ?~~X believe 
the cause of the difference is chiefly this : the comparative small 
expense of coals in Yorkshire, and of rents and wages to servants; 
and also, for a number of years, the London dyers have been in 
the habit of charging much larger profits than the Yorkshire 
dyers are willing to rlo their business at. 

3140. Are there many private manufacturers who dye in 
London ?—-I am not aware of any manufacturers living in Lon¬ 
don* who dye in London, except the East-India Company; but 
there are a number of woollen warehousemen in London who 
occasionally have cloths dyed with the London dyers. 

3144. Is there any other large company in London that export 
any thing like the quantity which the East-India Company do, 
and if so, do, they dye in London ?—The only public body that 
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I am aware of is the Hudson's Company, who buy 400 or 5fl 
on. perhaps 600 or 700 pieces of cloth every year, and I believe 
they have them dyed in London, at least they had some years 
ago ; whether they continue it or not I do not know. 

3142. Is that a Company having also exclusive privileges? 
—Yes. 

3143. Are the private individuals that have their cloths dyed 
in London, generally speaking, connected with the North or 
with the West of England?—With both; but they will never 
have them dyed in London if time will allow of their having 
them dyed in the country. 

3144. Do you know what proportion the cloths bought by 
the East-India Company in Yorkshire bear to the clothus bought 
by them elsewhere ?—X do not. 

3145. You were understood to state, that the risk of fines 
charged by the East-India Company, necessarily increases' the 
price at which manufacturers can afford to sell to them as com¬ 
pared with private merchants Yes. 

3146. Then the higher price which the East*India Company 
are. stated to give, does not act as an encouragement to the 
manufacturer, but only covers the increased risk ,?—Exactly so. 

3147. Did you mention all the fines charged upon the re¬ 
jected goods ?—I omitted mentioning that which is levied upon 
the manufacturer in case the cloth should be rejected or delayed 
in the delivery, that is from 10 $. to 20s. each cloth. 

3148; Are not those conditions in the Company’s contracts 
intended to secure a perfect investment?—I believe that is the 
object 

3149. Do you think they have that tendency ?—I have no 
doubt but they have. 

3150. But at a higher price ?—At a higher price. 

3151. You stated, that when those rejected cloths were sold 
to individuals, the practice was to sell a dyed article at the 
same price as a white article; will you state what proportion 
the cost of dyeing is to the prime cost?—Some years ago the 
cost of dyeing was not so much in proportion to the price of 
cloth as it is at present, and I can only state the present relative 
values. There are a variety of colours and they vary; the white 
doth would cost £ 6 . 65 ., and the cost of dyeing it blue would 
be £ 2 . ID. Qd, I should state in explanation, that the west- 
country manufacturers gave their factor, or at least gave me 
when I was a factor, the liberty of disposing of tile rejections 
at the rate of which I am now speaking, but to do better if I 
could. 

3152. Then the practice was to abate from the cloth the 
price of dyeing, which, under the circumstances stated by you, 
is about 33 per cent.?—Ye 3 ; I ought perhaps to state, in ad- 
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vtoat I have stated, that formerly, cloth which now 11 
gpc^uiiieas cost about £20. I have not been in the trade 
there may be ari alteration; the manufacturers may not ^ r ' 
at this time be willing to make such a sacrifice ; indeed, so great 
a sacrifice as that would not Ik necessary now. 

3153. When the cloth cost that price, was the dyeing pro¬ 
portionally high ?—By. no means. 

*3154. Do not the Company’s tenders vary very much from 
each other from time to time ?—In the different descriptions of 
cloth they do, but not for the same description of doth ; they 
have* been very much the same for each description of doth for 
many years; I believe since 1813 or 1814, 

3155. What is burling, for which a charge appears to be 
made on the part of the Company?—-Burling is the operation 
of picking out any foreign substance which may adhere to the 
cloth, 

3156. What is the charge made by the cloth drapers of the 
Company for burling on super cloth ?— 2s . per piece, 

3157. What is the amount of the fee upon that, species of 
cloth ?~~ 6d, per cloth, 

3158. Have you a copy of one of the Company’s contracts 
for cloths There are three different descriptions of contracts 
for the different descriptions of articles. I have one here which 
is dated on the 15th of April 1829, which is the notice of a ten¬ 
der or contract for 2,000 whole pieces of white list cloths, that 
is, cloth used for the army in India, 

3159. Will you deliver in that contract ?— 

[The witness delivered in the same, which is asjvllotvs .*] 



“ Gentlemen : .East-India Homey loth April. 1829. 

“ 1 have the orders of the Committee of Buying and Warehouses of 
the East-India Company to acquaint yon, that the Committee are 
ready to r consider tenders for supplying white list cloths A, to be de¬ 
livered on or at any time before the 31st of July 1829. The quantity 
wanted is about two thousand whole cloths. 

w 2. The quality of the doth must be equal to the Company*s 
standard sample A. Each cloth must be of the length of forty-eight 
yards, and be six quarters Wide within the list ; must weigh 66 lbs., 
and have no dyed head. Intending contractors will take especial no¬ 
tice, that these conditions will be strictly required to be fulfilled. 
Positive orders are given to the Company’s overlookers not to pass 
any clot hs of inferior wool, or v/orse weaving than the standing sample. 
The cloths mjpjst not be pressed. 

“ 3. fcach cloth must be made with a dyed middle mark, which 
middle mark must be placed exactly in the centre of the cloth; and 
dyed with indigo, and not logwood. All cloths of which the two 
halves shall have been separated will be rejected: as will all cloths 
Of which the list may be unduly heavy*- or wide. 

“ 4. Every piece must be fit to be dyed Aurora; and the attention 
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, of the manufacturer is in an especial manner called to this cir< 
stance. 

* “ o. In case any of the cloths shall not be delivered within the 

time specified in the first clause, or, having been delivered and re¬ 
jected, shall not be replaced with approved cloths within the period 
stated in the same clause, the contractor shall pay to the Company, as 
and by way of liquidated damages, the sum of tea shillings for each 
cloth which shall so not be delivered or replaced. The contractor 
must be careful to make early deliveries, in order that he may re¬ 
place any rejections within the time limited ,* or he may send in a 
surplus to meet the contingency of rejections ; but this must be done 
on or before the day appointed for the completion of the contract. 

“ 6. The goods will be subject, as usual, to the inspection of the 
Company’s overlookers, whose decision shall be final. 

" 7. Payment will be made upon Thursday the 24th of September 
1829, deducting the liquidated damages, if incurred, and the usual 
office-fee of sixpence per whole cloth. Contractors are also requested 
to take notice, that the sum which has been paid to the cloth-drawers 
for burling, viz . one shilling, is not to be paid directly, as heretofore, 
to those persons; but the same sum will be received by the Company for 
and on account of the cloth-drawers, and will be deducted from the 
manufacturer’s bill of parcels. 

“ 8. Cloths which may be found by the dyer, at the time of washing, 
or in preparation, to be defective, shall be immediately replaced by the 
maker with good cloths, and the maker shall pay the amount of ail 
charges incurred; but the Committee distinctly give notice, that if it 
shall be discovered that any person has disguised oak-stained cloths 
with fullers’-earth, whitening, or other substances, so as to deceive 
the Company’s overlookers, the Company will not enter into any future 
engagements with such persons, although he may offer goods at a low 
price. And ai3 it often happens that cloths prove unfit for consign¬ 
ment to India upon their final inspection in the Company's warehouse, 
after being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not before 
discoverable, it is hereby made a condition, that the maker shall repay 
to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all charges ; such defec¬ 
tive cloths being, after payment, returned to the maker. 

“ 9. Complaints having been made by the overlookers of the foul 
and hurley state in which cloths are often found after dyeing, owing 
to neglect in manufacturing; such cloths will be returned upon the 
manufacturer, who will be required to repay to the Company the value 
thereof, with all charges incurred thereon. 

“ 10, Very material inconvenience having been experienced from 
the imperfect manner in which the cloths are marked and numbered, 
it is the particular desire of the Committee that each maker cause his 
name and the number to be worked into the cloth in a very distinct 
manner, with linen or cotton thread, and the Christian name must be 
put at full length. The Committee will return to the manufacturer 
any cloths which may be found defective in these points. 

c< 11. No charge is to be made for carriage to London, nor for cart¬ 
age to the Company’s warehouse; the cloths will not be taken into 
the warehouse in whole bales, but be unpacked in the warehouse yard, 
and counted singly into the warehouse. The wrappers must be taken 
back immediately, as the Company will not be answerable for them. 

“ 12, Each maker must name an agent in London, to deliver the 
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to take back the rejected goods, to make out bills of parcels, 11 Mar. 1830. 
and to do all other needful business, —— 

" 13. If the maker shall not find it convenient to receive the pay- 1Mhm 

ments himself, lie must give a regular power of attorney to some agent 
to receive the proceeds, 

li 14. Should it suit you to make an offer, you will please to attend 
to these conditions, which will be strictly observed on the part of the 
Committee ; and you will please to adopt the annexed form of a letter, 
without any variation, 

<e 15. If your answer shall not be received at the office of the Com¬ 
mittee of Buying and Warehouses in the East-lndia House before 11 
o’clock of Wednesday the 29th April 1829, you will be considered to 
have declined to manufacture for the Company at the present time. 

Many persons not having been careful to send in their offers at or 
before the time appointed, jt is positively ordered that ho tender be 
received after the above-mentionecl hour; and it is desirable that 
manufacturers, having delivered a tender previotus to the time limited, 

.should abide thereby, and not cancel or alter the same by any new let¬ 
ter, such practice being highly objectionable. 

“ l(i. All goods which may be delivered in consequence of the pre¬ 
sent circular, will lie at the Company’s risk in case of the cnlaoiify of 
lire. 

“ 17. The Committee reserve to themselves the right to reject any 
proposals which they may deem to be unreasonable, although such 
proposals may appear to be the lowest and most advantageous which 
may be offered. 

“ 18. All persons making tenders are required to seal up their ten¬ 
der, addressed to the Committee of Buying and Warehouses, and to 
write upon the outside, * Tender for white list cloths 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

VVm, Simons.” 


3160. Will you state what conditions in that paper you con¬ 
sider objectionable, and which tend to increase the price of the 
article ?-—The sixth, eighth, twelfth, and thirteenth clauses. 

3161. The sixth is, that “ the goods will be subject as usual 
to the inspection of the Company's overlookers, whose decision 
shall be finkl;” what objection have you to that?—There is no 
appeal from it. 

3162. What is your objection to the eighth ? —The eighth 
clause is, that " cloths which may be found by the dyer at the 
time of washing, or in preparation, to be defective, shall be im¬ 
mediately replaced by the maker with good cloths, and the 
maker shall pay the amount of all charges incurred.” 

3163. Do you consider that unreasonable?—No, I should not 
consider it unreasonable in itself; but circumstances have taken 
place, arising out of this, which have been very objectionable.. 
I have known cloths sent back by the dyer, and the faults which 
were pointed out as being in them, I am very certain took place 
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&0. in the dye-house, and were not in the cloths when they went to 
he dyed"; but it would be a most difficult matter to prove it. 

3164. Are the cloths inspected after dyeing?—They are in¬ 
spected previous to dyeing ; but it was so difficult a matter to 
bring it home to the dyer, that the manufacturer was obliged to 
take the cloth and submit to the loss,, 

3165. Then you object to the double inspection ?—Yes. 

3166. What is the next objectionable clause?-—The eighth 
clause goes on to say, « But the Committee distinctly give 
notice, that if it shall be discovered that any person has dis¬ 
guised oak-stained cloths with fullers’-earth, whitening, or any 
other substances so as to deceive the Company’s overlooker, the 
Company will not enter into any future engagements with such 
person, although he may offer goods at a low price. And as it 
often happens that cloths prove unfit for consignment to India 
upon their final inspection in the Company’s warehouse after 
being dyed, owing to some original defect in the cloths not be¬ 
fore discoverable, it is hereby made a condition that the maker 
shall repay to the Company the cost of such cloths, with all 
charges; such defective cloths being after payment returned to 
the maker.” Now, I have known instances where cloths have 
been suffered by the dyer to remain in his possession before they 
were sent to be tendered, and during that period they have 
shrunk up so much that it was impossible to get them out to 
their original width, and in consequence of that cloths were 
returned to the manufacturers, whereas if the dyer had sent 
them to the setter to be tendered immediately, that would have 
been avoided. 

3167. Did you find these grievances the last time you dealt 
with the Company ?—I found them occasionally. 

3168. But you continued to supply the Company notwith¬ 
standing you felt those grievances ?—Certainly. 

3169. Will you state your objection to the twelfth clause ?— 
The twelfth is, “ Each maker must name an agent in London to 
deliver the cloths, to take back the rejected goods, to make out 
bills of parcels, and to do all other needful business.” There is 
nothing objectionable in that on the part of the manufacturer, so 
long as the Company are willing to pay the additional price for 
the goods. 

8170. Your objection is, that he is obliged to add to the value 
of the cloths that which he pays for agency under that commis¬ 
sion?—-Yes. The thirteenth is, “ If the maker shall not find it 
convenient to receive the payments himself, he must give a 
regular power of attorney to some agent to receive the pro¬ 
ceeds that power of attorney is also attended with expense, 
which the private traders are not subject to* 

3171, Do not the Company permit any person who is named 
by the manufacturer as agent to deliver a charge of his goods, 
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eive payment for you if you wish ?—Not without a power 
Attorney., 

3172. What is the expense of a power of attorney ?—-I think 
it is about 30$. 

3173. On those occasions on which you contracted w ith the 
Company could yon have supplied another party besides the 
Company with cloths of the samp quality at three per cent, less 
than you did the Company ?—Yes. 

3174. You would have done it ?--My house in Yorkshire 
would have done it, because they would not have been subject 
to the charge made in London. 

3175. Do you mean to say that you would have sold the cloths 
in Yorkshire at three per cent, less,, or that you would have de¬ 
livered them in London at three per cent. ? —Either, it makes 
no difference. 

3176. Would you have delivered them in London to another 
party at three per cent, less?—Yes. 

3177. Then the risk of receiving a bad article would be trans¬ 
ferred from you to the purchaser of the goods?—Yes. 

3178. Is it sufficient to give one general power to your attor¬ 
ney in London to receive money for you, or must there be a 
special power for each contract ?—Not for each contract, 

3179. So that one general power enables your agent in Lon¬ 
don to act for you for ever ?—For ever, so long as he continues 
your agent, 

3180. Do-not, you conceive that one Of the great hardships in 
the inspection of the Company's overlookers is this, that in deal¬ 
ing with private individuals both parties - concur in forming a 
judgment upon any dispute as to quality, whereas in the case of 
the Company they are obliged to abide by their decision with¬ 
out any referee of their own ?— Yes. 

3181. Are you not aware that those overlookers are persons 
trained up from boyhood to manhood in the business, and that 
their character is established by long practice ?—Yes, 

3282. Do you know any instances in which they have been 
complained of, or, considered as dealing unfairly with the manu¬ 
facturers During the time I had transactions with the Com¬ 
pany, I never had occasion to complain in any one instance. 

3183. And you thought the inspectors dealt fairly between 
the manufacturers* and the Company ?—Yes,' * 

3184 Were you obliged to give any fees to them for inspec¬ 
tion?-—No. 

3185. Do you consider that the character of the trade requires 
so strict a scrutiny into the quality of the goods as the.East-India 
Company, n^ake ?—I should think not/. 

3186. Is it-not the case, that cloths furnished for army pur¬ 
poses, and delivered to the stofekeeper, pass through the same 
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ordeal, and there is no appeal from that export as it is calfi 
—No, the ordeal is not the same; they do not impose any fines 
upon rejections. 

3187. On what terra of credit do you sell to individuals ?— 
That depends upon the agreement made with the party at. the 
time ; sometimes for cash, sometimes they buy at two, or four, 
or even six months, or even longer than that* 

3188. When you sell, at a credit of three months, what would 
you charge upon the del credere account to indemnify you for 
the risk ?—A manufacturer selling goods does not consider that 
he is running a risk adequate to paying any del credere commis¬ 
sion for it, in selecting parties w hom he thinks are perfectly safe. 

3189. Do you mean to say, that if you sell merchandize to 
parties at three months* credit, you should consider the value of 
the risk as nothing of their stopping payment?—No ; .1 should 
not say so. 

3190. What do you consider the value is?—The value might 
be one per <&nt. 

3191. Should you consider that you were incurring a risk of 
one per cent, if you sold your merchandize to the Company ?— 
No, I should not. 

3192. Then it may be assumed, that it is one per cent, more 
to your advantage to sell to the Company so far as that goes ? 
—Yes. 

3198. Supposing you were to sell goods upon the average of 
customers at six months* credit, would not you consider the 
guarantee of bad debts to be worth three per cent. ?—Two and 
a half or three per cent., selling them at six months* credit. 

3194. Supposing you were in regular dealings with a house 
of great respectability and credit, should you think it necessary 
to charge a percentage upon the cloth delivered because there 
was not immediate payment ?—Not beyond the interest. 

3195. When you stated that there would be a difference of 
three per cent, charged to the Company upon the cloth delivered 
to them above that supply to private merchants, did you then 
contemplate cloths in a white state, or in a dyed state ?—In 
both ; but I think I stated three or four per cent. 

3196. If you made your sale to a house of substance and 
character in London, or if you had a credit assigned to you on 
any banker in London, should you think, in that case, that the 
risk of debt would be equal to two or three per cent.?— 
Certainly not. 

3197. When you speak of the del credere with respect to the 
manufacturing trade, are you not rather speaking of the risk 
attending the selling to an ordinary retailer of manufactured 
goods ?—I considered the question to apply to the general risk 
of business. 
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Lun&i 15° cfte Marin, 1830. 

Mr. ABRAHAM DIXON, being in attendance* was again 15 Mar. 1830. 
called in, when he requested permission to give m the follow- ~— 
ing explanation to his former evidence. 

The Statement which I gave in my evidence to this Com¬ 
mittee on Tuesday last, the 9th day of March instant, in regard 
the falling-off in the East-India Company's exports of woollens 
to China, though correct, is not sufficiently explicit; for I 
find on closer examination, that it would have given a better 
idea of their real situation to have made other divisions of time 
in taking the annual averages, which would have shown, as the 
truth is, that since 1819-20 the consumption of British woollens 
in China has increased. I now beg to deliver in a Statement, 
showing this to be the case. * 

[ The witness delivered in the same,-which was read asfottms :] 

“ From the years 1809-10 to 1813-14, both inclusive, 
the average number of pieces of woollens imported into 

Canton by the East-India Company was. ... • Pieces 248,610 

“ From 1814-15 to 1819-20, the average for these five 
years was only......... U ..... 168 > 095 

u Showing a decrease of pieces, or about 33 per cent...... 80,521 

“ I n the eight years which have elapsed since the Ameri¬ 
cans came into competition with the East-India Company* or 
from 1820-21, the first year in which the Chinese market 
was opened in competition with the East-India Company, 
till the year 1827-8, the average number of pieces of woollens 
yearly imported into China by the East-India Company 

amounted to .*.*.. 1/9,2/4 

« Or, had increased in quantity beyond the five years pre¬ 
vious to American competition nearly seven per cent, or ... 11,1/9 

« Total Imports of Woollens into Canton. 


——”• " 

By the East-India 
Company. 

By the AmcElcftns. 

Total. 

1H25-26 - . 

Pieces. 

212,346 

Pieces. 
23,159 . 

235,505 

1826-27 ......... 

- 231,529 

26,977 

258,506 

1827-28 . 

123,317 

27,176 

150,493 



3> 

644,504 

. . Or average yearly importation . 

- --fr*-— --- * - ‘ 

214,834 
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“ This shows that the import into Canton in these three years, com¬ 
pared with the five preceding,viz. 1820-21 and I8&4-25 inclusive, had 
increased nearly 25 per cent. 



Pieces. 

Export;—182 0-1... 


1821-2... 


1822-3... 


1823-4... 

..* 221*814 

1824-5... 



r 

Export:—1814-15.,. 


MSr7 : W ■: 

1815-10... 



1816-17... 


i $ 3 ^ 1 

1817-18... 



1818-19,., 

...144,717 


1819-20... 



5) 867,004 

173,400 - annual average. 

“And when compared with the six previous years, viz. 1814-15 
and 1819-20 inclusive, the increase of the three years, 1825-0 to 
1827-8, was upwards of 30 per cent. 


6 ) 990,733 

105,122 - annual average. 


u The decrease of the Company’s exports of woollens from this 
country to China commenced much earlier than the interference of 
the Americans; for on referring to the papers laid before Parliament;, 
I find that from 1803 to 1808 inclusive, the exports of the East-India 
Company to China was never short of <£1,000,000 sterling, arid aver¬ 
aged for these vsix years .£1,128,557, but began to fall off materially 
in 1809. 

“ From 1S09 to 1813-14 inclusive, the value of all other articles, 
exclusive of woollens, exported to China, averaged under *£150,000 
annually. 

“ The total exports since that period have never equalled the 
amounts now quoted, with the exception of 1828, and for the last 
nine years have been as follows; 




Woollens* 

Other Manufactures. 

! 

Total. 



£■ 

£ 

£, 

1820 .. 


71 3,m 

33,353 

747,036 

1821 . 


722,461 

141,699 

864,160 2 

1822 .. 


623,259 

16,230 

669,489 

1823 ......... 


674,585 

33,462 

708,047 

1824 .. 


532,221 

79,918 

612,139 

1825 . 


6*52,047 

756,96*8 

92,811 

95,062 

744,858 

852,030 

1826* . 


1827 .. 


413,422 

80,393 

493,815 

1828 .. 


618,412 

245,082 

863,494 


“ From 1809 to 1811 inclusive, which were years of war, the ex¬ 
ports were as follows; 
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) 3) 2,69:2,596 

1810.. .;.. 825,097 > •-- 

1811.. . >.. 890,139 ) 897,532 - annual average, 

“ Or, upon an average, of the yearly value of £81)7,532, being a 
fulling off, on the average of the six preceding years, of upwards of 20 
per cent., the exports of these years having been— 


6) 6,771,287 

1,128,557 - annual average. 


u From the years 1812 to 1819, the Company’s exports of woollens 
to Canton were as follows : 

able 


1803.. 


1804. 


1805. 


1806...... 


1807. 


1808...... 



1812 

1813 


1 have not been 
to procure the amounts 
for these two years. 

1814.. ..£829,070 v 

1815. 705,032 J 

1816.. 858,164 \ 

1817*...... 6.24,128/ 

1818.. .. 673,297 1 

1819.. 568,628 ' 


6) 4,258,319 

709,719 - annual average,, 


“ The average yearly value is £709,719, being more than 20 per 
cent, less than the average exports from 1809 to 1811 inclusive, and 
more than 37 per cent, less than the average exports from 1803 to 
to 1808 inclusive/* 


JOSHUA BATES, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3198. You are an American?—I am. 

3199. How long have you been in this country ?—I have 
been fixed here about ten years. 

3200. Have you been for some years an agent for the trade 
of some American houses in this country, and are you at present 
a partner in the house of Baring, Brothers, and Company ?—i 
am. I was agent first for an American house connected with 
the East-India trade; afterwards as partner of the firm of 
J. Bates and John Baring, who had the management of the 
business of an American house, more particularly connected 
with the China trade; and lastly, as partner in the house of 
Baring, Brothers, and Co. in the same trade. 

3201. Have you been acquainted with the general trade of 
America with India and with China?—For the last twenty 
years I have been constantly in situations that placed me im¬ 
mediately in connexion with that trade, both in America and 
this country. 
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3202 . Has the China trade been carried on by the Americans 
generally by different houses, or has it not within these few years 
got into the hands of a very few houses?—Several years ago 
(say twenty years ago) it was in the hands of a very few: the 
number increased; and three or four years ago there were a 
great number trading to Canton, of which many have failed; 
and now I should say that the number is small again, 

3203. Have not your friends carried on a large portion of 
the New England part of that trader—1,should think they 
have the largest portion by far. 

3204. Should you say more than one-half of the whole ?—I 
think at times one-half of the whole. 

3205,, Hus not that trade consisted in shipments from Ame¬ 
rica to China by themselves in shipments from Europe to China 
under your direction, and then in returns from China to America 
and to Europe ?—That has been the course of the trade. 

3206. By whom is the business conducted in China?-—For 
twenty years it was conducted by Mr. Cushing, who was a 
partner m the American house; for the last two years it has 
been conducted by a Mr. Forbes, who, I am sorry to observe 
by the last accounts, was drowned at Macao. 

3207. Were those persons partners in the American house, 
or were they there acting on commission ?—They were partners. 

3208. So that it is an American house, with an establish*- 

ment of partners in China, who carry on the trade there?— 
Yes; it is an American house, with partners in China and 
America, and agents in Europe. s* 

3209. And they do not conduct it through any agency in that 
country, other than that of their partners ?—None other. 

3210. You state Mr. Cushing to have been twenty, years in 
that country; is he at present in England ?~~He is. 

3211. Do you iiot understand that he objects to appear as a 
witness before the Committee ?—He expressed his unwilling- 
ness to me taappear, and decidedly objected to come, unless, 
the laws were such as to compel him. 

3212. Did he 'assign any reason for so objecting ?—He 
assigned a reason to me confidentially. 

3213. In this country, in what quality do you act, as agent 
for this trade ; have you any interest in the trade itself, or do 
you act merely on commission?—We have no interest what¬ 
ever ; we are merely commission merchants. 

3214 . So that neither you nor they can have any interest in 
the profit or loss which may arise in the trade beyond your 
charge for agency ?—None. 

3215. Has that been the case throughout your agcifcy ?— 

Always. • . . ' v 
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What portion has the house of Perkins and Company 
nTChina had of the American trade from China to Europe?—I 
should say for the past year, one-half. 

3217. In whose hands principally in the other half?—Of dif¬ 
ferent merchants j some residing at Boston, some at New York 
and Philadelphia. 

3218. Does not Mr. Brown of Liverpool represent a large 
portion of the remaining half?—The shipments from Liverpool 
I conceive to be returned to Philadelphia, not to come into the 
trade from Canton to Europe, The course is from Liverpool 
to Canton, and from thence to Philadelphia. They have, I 
believe, shipped very largely of British manufactures* 

3219. Have you any statement of the whole amount of the 
American trade in China?—Here is a statement of the amount 
of it in value, from 1815 to 1826, both exports and imports. 

3220. Will you be so good as to state by the year the amount 
of the American exports from China in the year 1820-21?— 
Four millions of dollars 

3221. What was the amount of the imports in that year?— 
Four millions of dollars. 

3222. What was the amount of the exports and imports in 
1826-7 ?—The amount of the exports is 4,300,000 dollars, the 
imports 4,200,000. 

3223. Can you state the amount in 1827-8 and in 1828-9 ?— 
1 can state the amount in quantity, but not in value. 

3224. Can you state whether in 1828-9 there is an increase 
or a diminution upon 1827-8?—There were exported from 
Canton in 1826-7 to the United States, 102,000 chests of tea ; 
in season 1828-9 there appear to be 80,000. 

3225. Can you state what was the amount which the Ameri¬ 
can houses £ mt to Europe?—In 1828-9 the shipments to 
Europe were 14,000 chests. 

3226. Besides the trade of the Americans to America and to 
Europe, do they carry on any China trade to any other parts 
of the world?—There is some trade to South America and to 
the Sandwich Islands, to Manilla, and to the north-west 
coast of America. 

3227. Have they a considerable trade to the Brazils ?—Now 
and then they have a ship to Brazil, touching at Buenos Ayres, 
not to a very large amount. 

3228. Do not the Americans carry on nearly the whole of 
the China trade with the different new governments of South 
America ?—I should think they probably did carry on nearly 
the whole, 

3229. To what cause do you ascribe the falling-off of the 
trade in the year 1826-7?—It had been overdone very much. 
Some persons in the United States had conceived the project 
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>. of a monopoly in the trade, and even went so far. a'a to sitpp # 1 
they could rim a ship to Canton every month: the prudent 
Mma Bates, traders to t%t part of the world retired, and those who carried 
■ q ‘ on the business in this way were soon ruined, 

3&3(k Has it not been.for some yew an. unprofitable trade? 
— It was-hot unprofitable previous to those operations of indi¬ 
viduals who attempted to drive others out of the trade. 

3231. By what means were they to drive others out oi the 
'trade?—They thought that they could import so much tea, 

and that they had. such superior skill m judging of it, or in 
assorting it/thar'they would drive out the'old traders, and 
. thus get possession or the business. 

3232. Did they succeed in that attempt?—They all failed; 
Jill who attempted to transact business in that way. 

3233. Was there not a great deal of money lost in the Ameri¬ 
can China trade for some years ?—The regular traders to 
Canton never have lost much. It was a blank business for a 
time; but they are all wealthy people now; they do not appear 
to have suffered much from it. 

3234. Has. that trade revived since?'—Ido not'think it lias 
become to the same extent as it was. 

3235. Is it nigre profitable than it was?—-1 have understood 
that last, year The chief business, which is in manufactured 
silks, was not profitable. 

3236. Was the tea rfade profitably ?—The tea trade was 
fair last year, so tar as I am able to judge. 

3237. Can you state the proportion of the tea exported from 
Canton by the Americans as compared with the East-India 
Company's exports?—The Company have, to the best of. my 
recollection, exported 330,000 chests, or 300,000 or 350,000, 
as the season may be, and the Americans 120,000 op 125,000. 

3238. Should you say, upon the average, that the American, 
export of tea is about one-third that of the Company ?—1 should 
think it was more than one-third. The 'consumption in the 
United States is about 7,000,000 of pounds, that is, about 
one-fourth of the Company’s exports: that docs nob include the 
shipments by American vessels from Canton to Europe. 

3239. Have you any means,* of stating a proportion of the 
whole trade of tea in China as between the Americans and the 
Company ?—The 14,060 chests mentioned as shipped frpm 
Canton to Europe in 1828-9 were all shipped by Perkins and 
Company: hut they did not all come in American ships; there 
was one Dutch ship and one French ship. 

3240. Adding that to the other amount you stated, what ia 
the whole amount of tea shipped by Americans from China?— 
That would* make 94,000 chests* 

3241. Wlmt proportion does that Ipear to the-Company’s ex- 
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-The consumption in England appears to be about 
5,000,000 to 28,000,000 of pounds. I have that infor¬ 
mation here for several years, but I cannot now recollect 
where I procured it, therefore cannot rely on it. I have the 
prime cost of the Company’s teas at Canton from 1809 to 
1829., In the 1818-19 season, there appears to have been 
brought 21,000,000 of pounds of teas; and in 1819-20 there 
appears to have been sold in London, 29,000,000. 

324-2, Of the whole of the American trade, what proportion 
is conducted by your correspondents ?—That varies from year 
to year; but I should think last year one-half nearly. 

3243. One-half of the American consumption, and one-half 
of European, or one-half of the whole trader—One-half of the 
whole American trade, and all the European trade in the supply 
of teas, except what the Dutch Company have. 

3244. Have Messrs. Perkins a large establishment at Canton 
for the transaction of this great business ?—I believe they have 
only Mr. Forbes, ami a lad of fifteen or sixteen y ears of age: 
they have of course servants besides. 

2345. Do they derive their compensation from a share in the 
profits, and not from any charge they make for agency ?—That, 
is the way in which it is arranged, I believe. 

3246. Have you at present any homeward-bound ships under 
your management, either expected or arrived?—No ship 1ms 
arrived from Canton this season, and we cannot know whether 
we have any ships coming. 

3247. Had you any last season?—Last season we had a 
great number of ships to Europe. 

3248. Did they come direct from China to Europe ?—They 
came from China to Cowes, and a market. 

3249. By coming to Cowes and a market, you mean that it is 
the practice of the American trade to stop in any port in the 
Channel for orders from their correspondents in London, who 
direct them to the best market, according to their estimate of 
the European markets ?—That is the object of coming to 
Cowes. 

3250. Those ships having so come to Cowes and a market, 
where were they sent by you?—They were sent, one to Rotter¬ 
dam, one to Amsterdam, and two to Hamburg. There were 
two other ships, a Dutch and a French ship, which went direct, 
it being necessary, in order to secure the lower duties, which 
are payable on direct importations in ships of the country. 

3251. Have the adventures of which you speak been pro¬ 
fitable?—I should say that the returns of teas generally are not 
profitable. 

3252. Do yoCi mean not profitable, taking their invoice cost 
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in China ?-—Ifc has always been very difficult to snake a 
pittance in teas. 

3253. Have the teas of the last year not been profitable?— 
Last year I should say they have paid very well; I cannot speak 
from very precise knowledge of it ; the year before they were 
losing. 

3254. But, generally speaking, have not the bouse in China 
considered that the outward shipments have been tbe shipments 
which have given the profit, and they have looked to the teas 
rather as means of remittance home ?—-I cannot say what may 
have been their views with regard to it, but I should judge that 
it was so considered. 

3255. Has not that, upon the average of years, been the 
general result of the trade?—I cannot speak as to the result, 
not having the winding up of the business ; but I judge, by its 
continuing, that it has been satisfactory as to the result. 

3256. If the general result has been satisfactory, and the re¬ 
mittance of teas home has been rather losing, must not tbe out¬ 
ward adventure, of necessity, have been profitable ?—I should 
draw that conclusion from it, certainly- 

3257. Arc you acquainted, by communication with your cor¬ 
respondents, with the manner in which they transact their busi¬ 
ness in China ?—I have bad a good deal to do with the people 
connected with the China trade for a long time, and have had 
several friends established there, and from them I have learnt 
something of the way in which they do their business there. 

3258. Do you know whether they trade with the Hong, or 
with the outside merchants ?—I believe they trade with one or 
the other, as it may be most for their interest. 

3259. Do you know practically whether it has been found 
most for their interest to trade with one or with the other ?-—l 
believe, for large operations, they have found it most advanta¬ 
geous to deal with the Hong merchants. 

3260. Do you suppose that a greater portion of the American 
trade goes through outside merchants than of the English trade 
that goes to China ?—I should think it did. 

3261. Do you know whether those outside merchants with 
whom they trade are merchants of substance ?—Some of them, I 
have understood, are. 

3262. But that they trade generally as they find thfey can do 
so to the best advantage?—Yes. 

3263. Did you ever hear that they found any difficulty in 
securing their ships ?*—I never heard of* any. I always under¬ 
stood it was a place where it' was the most easy to transact busi¬ 
ness of any place in the world. 

3264*. Did you ever hear of any difficulty in procuring tea 
No. . ■ * 
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•5. Is not tea considered an article of which almost any 
fntity can be procured there?— I cannot speak, except from 
conversation with others. I have always understood that every 
body in China drinks tea, and therefore, of course, the quantity 
which is exported must be very small in comparison with the 
whole. 

3266. Is there not always a great abundance of tea in the 
market?—There are generally 50,000 or 60,000 chests remain 
over. 

3267. Is not it very frequently a condition made by the 
Chinese in taking goods outwards, that the person dealing with 
them shall take tea ?—I should think that a person who managed 
his business well would not make any arrangement of that kind w 

3268. Is -not tea an article which generally is superabundant 
in the market ? —I believe the Chinese understand pretty well 
the wants of foreign countries ; they endeavour to bring forward 
the quantity that'is wanted, and very little more. 

3269. Do you understand that Messrs. Perkins make their 
purchases from the Chinese on as good terms as the Company ? 
—I have no doubt they do for their contract teas, whenever 
they make contracts; but I should suppose that they make their 
purchases to better advantage by taking any and every opportu¬ 
nity, according to the fluctuation of the market. 

3270. Do you consider therefore, that not confining them¬ 
selves always to contract, but by purchasing sometimes by con¬ 
tract, and sometimes in the open market, they buy, upon the 
whole, on better terms than if they did the whole of their busi¬ 
ness by contract ?—Undoubtedly. The contract price of tea 
has not varied but very little for a great number of years, not 
more than Id . or Si., but they frequently fluctuate 40 or 50 per 
cent.; they fall that much. 

3271. Do you mean that they fluctuate between the contract- 
price and the market-price, when the contract is over?—The 
prices fall from November to February. Frequently the teas 
which are thus sold are not the same sort of teas; but teas that 
are sold at certain prices in November would sometimes be 
bought at 20, 30, or even 50 per cent, lower in February. 

3272. What do you mean by the teas not being of the same 
sort?—There may be some among them of the same quality as 
the contract teas which the Company take, but the greater por¬ 
tion of them are inferior teas. 

3273. Are they the rejected teas of the Company ?— Pro¬ 
bably the Company never saw them ; they are not of a quality 
that they would look at. But sometimes, I believe, the Com¬ 
pany make purchases of those teas, picking out the best of them. 

3274. Is there not a considerable quantity of tea always in 
the market that has never been offered to the Company at all ? 
—I should think there was a great quantity. 
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3275. Do you consider the quality of the Company’s tea I 
than the quality of the tea exported by Perkins and Company ? 
—Better, generally speaking. The qualities which are bought 
for this market will not answer for other markets ; other coun¬ 
tries will not pay a price to compensate for the finer qualities, 
particularly of black tea, 

3276. Is the quality suited for the American market superior 
or inferior to the quality suited for the English market ?—I 
should say that the black teas were inferior, but the green teas 
are of equal quality, and being used fresh there, they appear to 
be better than in England; they have rather more flavour, 
perhaps. 

3277. How is the quality of the tea exported by the Ameri¬ 
cans for the continent of Europe ; is it better or worse than the 
Company’s teas?—Sometimes they have taken the same quality 
as the Company, but it will not answer; they will not pay a 
sufficient price for it on the Continent, 

3278. Generally speaking, what is the quality suited for the 
Dutch market?—It is of a middling quality, not so good as the 
Company’s, and not very bad. 

3279. So that if you saw the price of any denomination of 
tea, taking Congo or souchong for instance, in London and 
Amsterdam, you would not consider a mere comparison of the 
prices for a given denomination of tea as any proof of the rela¬ 
tive dearness or cheapness in the two countries?—None what 
ever. 

8280. How are the qualities that suit the German market as 
compared with England?—Qualities similar to those used in 
Holland. 

3281. And the French market?—The French market re¬ 
quires better tea than the German: they are willing to pay for 
good tea. 

8282. It is equal to the English ?—Equal Teas will find 
buyers there at prices in proportion to their quality- 

3283. The average quality, therefore, of the black teas ship¬ 
ped by the American house at Canton is upon the whole inferior 
to that of the India Company?—I should say decidedly so. 

3284. Can you state the per-centage of inferiority between 
the teas suited for the Dutch market and the English market ? 
—I have be fore me an invoice of con tract teas, the same as the 
Company’s, ship, in which I see souchong is put down at 35, 37, 
and 39 tales, and there* are other souchongs that cost 23. 

8285. Should you say that the souchong bought at 35 was 
of the Company’s quality, and tire other at 23 was of the inferior 
quality, which you have described as suited to the Dutch 
market ?—The Chinese always fix prices for three different, 
qualities—the first, second, and third; and this being the 
cost of contract souchong, that would be about the price at 
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the Company would have contracted at that particular _ 

tune: the other I can only suppose to be inferior tea from its j^j mi £ aits$ 
price. Esq. 

$286. Has the house in China any difficulty in getting what¬ 
ever quality they please in the market?—I am not aware that 
they have any. 

3287. If, therefore, they take a cheaper sort of tea for any 
particular market, does it not arise from a choice of theirs, and 
a desire to accommodate themselves to the peculiarities of 
different markets, not from any difficulty of obtaining finer teas 
if they paid the price ?—They experience no difficulty in pro¬ 
curing the finer teas. They frequently do ship them ; and the 
shipping of a middle quality is as a matter of interest entirely, 
because they can gain more by that quality than by the other. 

3288. It is presumed that one of the calculations of a 
merchant is to assort the qualities of his article according to the 
demands of the particular markets ?—-That is the practice of all 
merchants, I believe. 

3289. Do you know whether among the Company’s teas the 
same denominations have the same prices, or are there not 
variations of price for teas of the same denomination ?—I should 
think there must be variations for different chops. 

3290. Then all their souchong, for instance, is not of one 
given price ?—Certainly not; it must vary according to the 
quality. 

3291. So that the Company here gives us some superior and 
some inferior teas of the same denomination ?—Of some par¬ 
ticular kinds there certainly is inferior tea; but i should think 
that it would be hardly right to say that they give you inferior 
and superior: they give you superior and middling tea. 

3292. If there were a free trade of tea to this country, do 
you think that the consequence would be that we should get 
more of the inferior and less of the superior than we now get ? 

—I think the high duties in this country serve to prevent any 
inferior article from coming here for consumption, 

3293. If the duties are ad valorem , does not that do away 
with that objection ?—-Still it would have the same effect. 

3294. Did you ever see what is sold for tea in any of the 
towns or villages of this country ?—I have certainly tasted in¬ 
ferior tea. 

3295. Did you ever see in America any thing so b$d as that 
which is sometimes sold in this country?—I do not think I 
have seen any so bad. But I do not think it is tea; I think it 
is an adulteration with gooseberry leaves, or something of that 
kind. . 

3296. Would not there be less of that adulteration if there 
were brought to this country some of the lower qualities of teas ? 
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—It would depend upon how brought. If the price was breta^ 

> down so that the object would be trifling, there would be no 
sq*** a dulteration, I should think. 

3297. You think there would be less inducement to adul¬ 
terate the low-priced teas than the higher ?-—Certainly there 
would be* 

3298. Do not the Americans usually carry on their trade in 
their own ships ?—They do. 

3299. The business of* merchant and ship-owner are not 
separated, as they are in this country?—No, they are combined. 

3300. Does not that make it rather difficult to ascertain the 

precise value affreight in America ?—No; there are many ships 
that go on freight of course ; it is a thing established as ranch 
as here. • _ 

3301. Can you state to the Committee what would be the 
amount of freight from America to China and back or from 
America to China and back to Europe ?—They go generally ill 
ballast. A ship-owner, within two years, offered to furnish first-, 
class ships at 30 dollars per ton, that is about £6^10 s, to go 
from America, to load teas at Canton, and return to Europe or 
America; they would take out any cargo that the freighter 
might wish to send. - 

3302. You mean that the party engaging the ships would 
Have a right to fill her to any extent he might wish, out and 
home ?—Yes. 

3303. But the habit of the trade is such that there is very 
little freightage out ? —Yes, 

3304,, Upon the average what time does that voyage take ?— 
Upon the average about eleven months. Many go in ten 
months, but it is fair to calculate a year. 

3305. Are you speaking of ships of the first class ?—Qf the 
first class^ 

330.6, Are they ships in which you would trust valuable com¬ 
modities, requiring to be kept dry, as soon as you would in any 
of the ships of the East-India Company ?—Certainly; ships 
cannot be built stronger or better. 

3307. Would you say that they were perfectly suited to the 
safe conveyance of a delicate article?—Certainly. ^ 

3308. Should you think them as little liable to sea average 
as any other ships ?—I should think they were less liable to it, 
perhaps, than any other. 

3309. What, size are the American ships generally?—'Tour 
hundred tons is about the size. 

3310. Are those Considered better for the tradb than larger or 
smaller ?—I think, they have been found in most trades to be the 
most economical size; that is, to carry the largest cargo at the 
smallest expense. 

3311. Do you know how many men an American ship of 400 
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ing to China is manned with ?—I do not remember whe- 
i& eighteen, or nineteen, or twenty, but the entire number 
persons on board is between those. 

What is the ordinary rate of premium on insurance? 
The premium has been two and a half percent, at Lloyd’s 
for a voyage out from London to Canton in an American ship ; 
I think it would be two per cent, if the insurance were now to 
be done here. 

] on l°4* or on s P ecie ?~On goods ; on specie 

3314. Do you find any difference in the insurance upon an 
American «hip that goes out from here and a Company’s ship? 
— I here is a difference in the rate of insurance, but I think it 
ought not to he, I observe that on the Company's ships they 
pay three per cent, for the voyage out, and on the American 
ships I think it could be done at two. There is not much 
insurance done on Americans here ; but it should be considered 
that the Company’s ships stop at various places to land stores, 
perhaps go by way of Madras or Calcutta, and therefore, although 
I think three per cent, is too much for them, it is not, on the 
whole, so far out of the way. 

3315. Can you state the comparison between the American 
ships and the Company’s ships that go direct from London to 
China without stopping ?~~I believe they charge that sum when 
they go direct There is something about it which I think I do 
not understand ; there must, be some clauses in the policy, 
otherwise I am sure three per cent, never would be paid. There 
cspmot be better ships, and commanded unquestionably by men 
o( first-rate abilies, and it is very rarely any accident happens to 
them. The rate of premium appears to me unaccountable. 

3316. Do you say confidently, that that rate of premium does 
exist ?—I am sure it exists, and it has surprised me frequently. 

-3317. Do not you think it may be ascribed to the fact, that 
with respect to large ships, however well constructed, their 
going out and coming into harbour is always a more difficult 
operation than with ships of a more moderate size ?—Unquestion¬ 
ably it is; but in those long voyages there are only two ports, one 
to leave and one to make, and those are such as are easily made. 

I do not think that hazard is material. 

3318. You have stated the premium at Lloyd’s ; what would 
be the same premium done in America?—I think they have 
even gone so low as one and a half per cent, from the United 
States to Canton direct. 

3319. What is the premium out and home from the United 
States ?—Perhaps three to three and a half. 

3320. Would it be the same from America to Canton, and 
back to Cowes and a market?—It would depend on the season, 
in some degree; if the voyage was to end late in the season it 
would be rather more. 
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3321. Supposing the ship to come into the channel at a 
favourable season of the year?—I should think they would 
probably require a little more, perhaps a half per cent. 

3322. That ship would have not only to come to Cowes, but 
would have again to go to a market on the continent ?-—She 
would. 

3323. Are the premiums generally higher or lower in America 
than at Lloyd’s ?—They are generally lower; but the average 
clauses are not the same, which sometimes makes the higher 
premiums at Lloyd’s more advantageous than the lower pre¬ 
miums m the United States. 

3321. Do you think, you could now, at the present time, 
procure good ships to go to China and bring back teas at 
£7, lO.v, ?—I have not a doubt that I could get any quantity. 

3325. Do you mean American ships?—American ships. 

3326. To go either from America or from Europe ? ~ From 
either. 

3327. Could American ships be hired in the river Thames to 
any amount?—Not to any extent; you will generally find four 
or five small ships there. 

3328. When you talk of £7. iO s. per ton, what ton do you 
speak of?—That is the ton of fifty cubic feet. 

2329. Is that the same measurement by which the Company’s 
contracts for freight are made?—It is the same measurement 
by which the Company’s contracts are made; they take fifty 
cubic feet, I believe. The price was thirty dollars for forty 
cubic feet, which being brought into the Company’s measure¬ 
ment makes £7. Ids. tor fifty cubic feet, which is the Com¬ 
pany’s measured tonnage. 

3330. From your experience of the shipping of this country, 
do you suppose that British shipping could be got at prices 
equally advantageous?—I am afraid not, they cost so much 
more. I should think the ship-owners here could not afford, 
with the high prices of provisions and the cost of their ships, to 
navigate so cheap. 

3331. Can you state what you think the difference would be 
at which the English ship-owner could afford to do the same 
trade ?—It requires a long calculation to determine that. I see 
the cost of a first-class ship in the United States would be £15 
per ton complete for sea, while here the price, I believe, would 
be £25. 

3332. Are you speaking of a river-built ship ?—A river-built 
ship would cost £25, a northern-built ship would cost £20. It 
depends altogether upon what class of ships one would charter ; 
but. with this increase in the value of the ship arid the high price 
of provisions ; and the sailors, I believe, are rather dearer here 
than in the United States, there would be a difference, perhaps, 
of one-fourth in the freight. 
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Are you .speaking now of the freight at which the 
ship-owner could do the same voyage ?—I should think 
he would require a fourth more. 

3334 Is not a British ship more durable than an United 
State’s ship? — There is no doubt she is more durable ; but that 
part of the ship which decays more in the American than in the 
English is very easily replaced in the United States- Timber is 
very cheap; therefore in a copper-fastened ship the wood part 
of it is a very small part of the expense. 

3335. Are you of opinion that the American could afford his 
freight at one-quarter less than the British ship-owner?—I 
should think he could; but I may not be correct in that;-it 
requires some figures to come to it. 

3336. Is that entirely owing to the difference of construction, 
or to wluit extent, cheapness of navigation ?—■I should think 
one-half is the cheapness of navigating* 

3337. You think the difference is about equally divided be¬ 
tween the expense of building and the expense of navigating? 
—That, I should say, is about the division- 

3338. Would it put the British ships more upon an equality, 
if those ships for long voyages might be victualled at the price 
df provisions on the continent of Europe ?—It would make a 
very great difference. 

3339. If, for instance, they could be supplied with bread 
and other provision-stores at the price of the bonded warehouse 
of corn, would that make a considerable difference ?—It would 
make a very great difference. It was jhe case that they could 
be so supplied some time ago; but I imported some beef from 
America to supply that demand, and they altered the law here 
to prevent it ; that was about, the year 1826. *> 

3340. Your object being to victual your ship with foreign 
provisions ?—That was the object of bringing the beef here. 

3341. Have there not been instances of ships clearing out 
from ports of Europe in preference to using ports in England, 
for the express purpose of cheaper victualling ?—I should doubt 
whether that was the case. They can always in coming from a 
foreign port bring their bread; and there is no place on the 
Continent where beef is packed so well as in this country. 

3342. Do the American ships that go out from here some¬ 
times bring their bread with them for the purpose ?—They 
generally bring their stores with them ; they endeavour not to 
want much here* When* they come from Canton, of course, 
their states are exhausted. 

3343. With Reference to the difference-between the amount 
of premiums on American ships and on the Company’s ships, 
are you aware that risks on the Company’s ships are always 
subject to the destination of the /hip being altered, or the ship 
being taken up aS a transport, whilst an insurance on an Amo 
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ylg30. rican shin is not liable to any risk but from port to port 
Bales, should thulk that m 'ght account for part of the difference. I 
. was not aware that those clauses existed in the charter-party. 
I should think there is something more than that which causes 
the premium to be so high. 

. 33U - Have you heard of any cases of the Americans suffer¬ 
ing from any conflict with the Chinese authorities at Canton? 

-I only remember one; that was the case where an Italian 
sailor, who had committed murder, was given up to be stran¬ 
gled according to tlieir laws. It was done very quickly, I 


3345. Do the Americans use much of the authority of .their 
consul there?—I should think very little. 

3346. Is there any difficulty of trading there, which makes 
them desirous ot a more powerful representative of the country 
m the port of Canton ?—I am not aware that there is any such 
iiesire ; the trade has always gone on very well, and without 
any difficulty. 

3347. Is their trade sometimes directed to other ports than 
that of Canton in^ China?—I do not remember to have heard 
? ai ?y case dieir going to any other ports ; it impossible that 
it might have taken place. 

not they send goods to Manilla sometimes?—To 
Manilla, and all the islands and ports in the Archipelago. 

3 ^ 9 *nP° the y take 0llt g°°<h* suited to those different mar- 
k ^r S 'T 1 ie ^ g 00( Is suited to those markets; imitations 

or Indian manufactures, and the like. 


SSod Do you know of any voyages that have been under¬ 
taken to Cochin China or Siam by any of your countrymen ?_ 
I here was a voyage undertaken by Captain White, who pub¬ 
lished a journal >f it, to Cochin China; and Captain Coffin, 
who is here with the Siamese youths, made a voyage to Siam. 
His vessel was fitted here, or rather the cargo was sent to him 
at Hamburgh from hence. 

S , 35L D]d he accomplish his voyage?—He went there and 
ti acted, and has repeated his voyage since. 

.>35^. Was that the simple effect of a single trader, or was 
any consul, or was any official person put forward to mediate 
with the government?—None other than Captain Coffin: he 
managed his own affairs. 

3353. And he did trade at Siam and came away ?—He did. 

A* 35 . 4 ' y° u whether he made a good adventure of 

ijkf—I believe very fair. 


3355. Do the Americans trade to Sincapore ?— They, I 
believe, are not allowed to trade direct to the little spot called 
Sincapore. They call there and make their bargains, and they 
me obliged to lay off, or to go to some little distance to aeconi- 
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e businessit is not legal for them to load and unload 
ncapore ; they have a little traffic (here, but not much. 

3356. Do you think that a larger proportion of the Amen- 
can trade in China is done through smuggling than of the Eng¬ 
lish trade that goes there ?—The only smuggling that I have 
ever heard of, that might be called such, is that of opium, which 
is a prohibited article. There is no doubt that both the mas¬ 
ters and supercargoes in the private trade, as well as the Com¬ 
pany’s masters and officers, do smuggle a little, some trifling- 
things, but T think not to any amount that is worth naming.. 
The great smuggling business is that in which the Company are 
so far interested, that they furnish the materials, the opium ; 
and no doubt the success of that trade is very important to the 
revenues of the Company in the market it furnishes for the 
opium. 

3357. But you do not think that the American part of the 
trade is more a smuggling trade than the English ?—Certainly 
not ; there is only one American ship, and there are usually five 
English ships lying at Lintin for that purpose. 

3358. Do the five English ships that are lying there carry 
on the English country trade ?—They are regular ships sta¬ 
tioned there for the purpose of smuggling, and nothing else. 

3359. Do the Company’s ships ever drop any goods at Lintiri 
for the purpose of smuggling ?—I should think not, excepting a 
few small articles belonging to the officers, nothing worth men¬ 
tioning. 

3360. Otherwise Is the American trade at Canton carried on 
as respectably, and with as respectable and substantial persons 
there as the trade of the Company ?—It is. I should say the 
Company has no advantage there, other than that which the 
magnitude of their operations gives them ; any commercial house 
with, the same amount of business, and moving with the same 
regularity, would*have the same advantage. 

3301. Will you be so good as to state to the Committee for 
the last four or five years the amount of your shipments to 
Canton for American account, beginning with the years I82G 
arid 1827, and the articles of which it consisted ?~ In 1826 the 
amount was £120,000; und in 1827 the amount was £85,000. 
It consisted of cottons, woollens, iron, copper, quicksilver, co¬ 
chineal, opium, linens, watches, and tin plates. 

3362. Is the iron bar-iron?—Bar-iron, and naihrods, and 

hoops. ' - 

3363. Is the cotton, cotton-twist or printed cotton ?—Cotton 
cloths printed. 

, 3364. No cotton-twist ?—Not in 1827; that is a more recent 
article, 

3365, What was the amount in 1828 ?—The amount in 1828 
was £98,000; and the amount in 1829, £147,000 
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3366. Are the articles you have stated tlie general ar! 

- which ali the adventures are composed ?— -Perhaps there aie 

Joshun Dates, sonie articles in the shipments which are different, rhere are 
some investments for the Manilla market) which it they do n °t. 
suit at Canton are sent on there, but that would vary from the 
general character of the shipments. 

8367, Are they assorted according to the advices you receive 
of the capabilities of the different markets around?—Yes. 

3368. Do not you think that with private traders there is a 
stimulus to great industry and exertions in seeking out new 
markets and new branches of trade* which no company can 
rival ?—I certainly think that in pushing trade, individuals suc¬ 
ceed better than companies; in any trade that requires ma¬ 
nagement and perseverance they will be more likely to succeed. 

3369. Do you send out any raw cotton from this country to 
China ?—We did last year send out a cargo of cotton; having a 
ship going empty, and cotton being very low here, we filled her 
with cotton ; it was Surat cotton bought here. 

3370. It is presumed that that could not be done but for 
the fact of the outer freightage being of very little value?— 
Yes. . 

3371. Did that cotton pay ?~~We have not heard of it yet ; 

it was shipped in 1829. * 

3372. On goods you send out there do you put the Com¬ 
pany’s mark?—We do not; we put one as near like it as we 
can make it, without its being the real mark of the Company. 

3373. Is it distinguishable from the Company’s mark?— 
Very easily by any person accustomed to look at those things. 

3374. By the Chinese ?—'With the Chine.Se it is found that 
it does not answer ; for the Chinese, as soon as they .get the 
goods into their prossession, strip off our mark and put on an 
exact imitation of the Company’s mark. 

3375 . Do you put on such a mark as you are directed to put 
on by your correspondents?—Yes. 

3376. Are the initials of the house of Perkins on the mark? 
—They are. 

3377 . They are put instead of the initials of the Company ?— 
They are. 

3378. Do not you put the American flag instead of the Eng¬ 
lish flag?—Yes; and put a globe instead of a crown, and leave 
out some tilings entirely. 

3379. Do not the Chinese, to whom your goods are delivered, 
know that they are not the Company’Vgoods ; do they suppose 
themselves to be buying of the Company?—Certainly not; they 
know very well who they are buying of, and that they are not 
Company’s goods, Jt is for the purpose of their currency in the 
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I suppose, that they wish to have the marks conform as 
nearly as possible to those of the Company’s. 

3380. If the Chinese strip off your mark and put: on the Com¬ 
pany’s mark before they send them into the interior, of what 
importance is it td mark them like the Company’s ?—J do not 
think it of any importance, it is better to be done there. 

3381. In the purchase of your woollen goods do you employ 
a gentleman of the name of Everett ?—We have employed Mr. 
Everett; at present we employ no one, we buy them ourselves. 

3382. Do you buy by contract ?—We have contracts with 
the manufacturers. 

3383.. Do you make your contracts on as good terms as the 
Company ?—J think better $ probably to the extent of six or 
^cyen per cent, 

3384, Do you think the quality of your goods is as good ?— 
We endeavour to have them as good; perhaps in some instances 
they are not quite so good. The reason why we can buy a 
little better is, that the Company has a very severe examination, 
which can be better managed between individuals than with a 
Company, 

3883. Do you mean by saying that it can be better managed, 
that you have a better means of compromise with the manufac¬ 
turer in case of any slight deviation from patterns ?;~r I should 
say, in many cases/' a piece'of cloth that at the Company’s 
warehouse would be thrown out as imperfect, a man would come 
to me and say, I will make you an allowance of so much on that 
piece of cloth, and by removing a stain, or setting in apiece, or 
the like, it would be accommodated; whereas there is no possi- 
bilility, I believe, of his doing that with the Company ; at least 
they tell me so. 

3386. Do you suppose that any considerable portion of 'pipit 
you send out is goods that have been rejected by the Company? 
;—I should think not. Perhaps sometimes we buy them at a 
very great sacrifice when rejected by the Company. I believe 
the party with 'whom we contract for the chief part of our wool¬ 
lens.would not offer a tender to the Company from the fear of 
loss, by having h is goods rejected for trifling faults. 

3387. You think the power of the Company arbitrarily to 
reject, prevents manufacturers of character from tendering goods 
to them !?—I think that the system which is necessary in. all 
largcf establishments, renders the chance greater that some will 
be rejected for trifling faults: and if the manufacturers find, in 
their contracts with the Company, that they lose on those re¬ 
jected goods, they will contract at considerably less with indivi¬ 
dual with Whom they can accommodate the matter without a 
loss. , 

3388. Do you consider that you buy. with as good credit as 
the Company?—-Certainly; we pay ready money. 


/ 
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3389. Do not you think that, by means of your corresSp^il, 
dence with the persons interested in the trade, you have better 
means of accommodating your supply to the peculiar demands of 
the market?—[ should say that, in that respect, we have no ad* 
vantage over the Company; the officers of the Company are, I 
believe, industrious. In that respect, perhaps, individuals with 
less business may find more time to investigate, and may recom¬ 
mend some articles which may succeed, which would not be 
thought of, or would not be noticed by a large body. 

3390. Has your exportation of manufactures been profitable? 
—I have no means of knowing, other than that I judge so by the 
increase. 

3391. Is it upon the increase ?—It seems by th£ statement to 
be increasing. 

3392. Has not the American house for which you act had 
several partners who have made large fortunes in the trade ?— 
Those that are dead all died very rich : those who have of late 
been partners in the house are also very wealthy. 

3393. Supposing the trade to China were opened to every 
body in this country, do not you consider that it would be an 
injury to the American houses ?—Eventually I should think it 
would; perhaps immediately, in the destruction of the business 
in which I have been engaged for them. Eventually, it would 
probably injure our direct trade to Canton ; it would probably 
raise the price of teas for a time at Canton. 

3594, In what way do you think it would raise the price of 
teas?—The Americans would probably buy up all the teas, if 
they could get hold of them: at least, there would be room for 
speculation. 

3395. Do not you apprehend there would be a great deal of 
overtrading for some time?—Undoubtedly there would be. 

3396. And that the first year such a trade would be attended 
with great losses?—Generally that has been the case where a 
trade has been opened ; but the distance to Canton is such, that 
it would perhaps be less than in any other place, 

3397. Do not you think the ultimate result would be a con¬ 
siderable extension of the trade?—I have no doubt it would 
increase very much, so far as the sale of British manufactures in 
China and the neighbourhood is concerned. 

S398. You have stated the value of your exports to have 
increased from £85,000 in 1827, to £147,000 in 1829; from the 
increased cheapness of the goods, has not the quantity of your 
investment increased more than in proportion to the increase of 
the value?—With reference to that increase in 1829, my im¬ 
pression is, that there was a quantity of opium purchased in this 
market which might amount to £20,000, and that would have 
accounted for part of it; but with relation to British manufac¬ 
tures, I doubt whether there has been any considerable fall 
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to 1827 and 1829; probably the quantity has increased 15 Mm-. 1830. 
more than the amount. 

3399 . Do you know of any goods sent from this country on 
account of Messrs* Perkins and Co. having been sold at a dis¬ 
count in China ?—Never. 

3400. Have you .heard of tbc Americans having lost by the 
export of manufactures from this country to China ?—Never. 

3401. Do not the Company deal upon contract with respect 
to their teas in China?—Principally on contract. 

3402 Dp not you tliink that the dealers in teas would be 
more likely to regulate their supplies of tea, so as to furnish a 
regular supply of good tea, while depending upon a contract, 
than if they were to depend upon a fluctuating market ? — I hat 
is a point.Vhich I think remains to be proved. There is a 
difference of opinion with regard to that among those who re¬ 
side on the spot. Some Americans say, that they believe the 
Company keeps the price of tea up ; that they are confident the 
mode of dealing keeps the price of tea up ; ‘ others are of a diffe¬ 
rent opinion, and think that the supply might fall oft, or that 
the price might fluctuate, and be very much against foreigners 
if the Company were not there. 

3403. Do y‘ou know that the tea is sold hereby the Company 
genuine as imported ?—It is, 

3404. Have you ever heard Americans express any alarm on 
the prospect of a free trade from this country to Canton?--*! 
lmve*certainly heard them express some degree of alarm for 
their own China trade in case it should be opened; that they 
might eventually be obliged to come to London for their teas, 
from the course which trade would take in consequence of that 
change, 

3405. Do you think, in case of a free trade between Canton 
and this country, that the trade would very much increase from 
England to Canton, and lessen from America to Canton?—li¬ 
the trade was thrown entirely open, and teas treated as any 
other commodity, and allowed to be warehoused here and 
brought in foreign ships, my opinion is, that this country would 
absorb the whole tea trade of Europe, and of course injure 
that of America. 

3406. Do not you think that the Americans, by some coun¬ 
teracting duties, ‘would still keep the supply of tea to their own 
ports ?—There is a small duty upon teas from other places than 
from China now, but it seems probable that the duties will go 
notire!v Off in America, that there will be no occasion for 


entirely off in America, that there 
duties. 

3407. Supposing chat to be the case, might they not, in 
order to secure'their own navigation, make new laws for that 
purpose?'--*They might, certainly. 

3408. Ton stated the different prices<it which souchong was- 
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/sold;, are you aware that the price of souchong tea at the Com¬ 
pany’s sales in the years 1828 and 1829 was 2s. lOd. per pound, 
whilst in America at the same period it was only lid. and 12 d. 
per pound ? I should say that the souchong that was sold in 
America was, in the first place, inferior to that of the Com- 
pany; and in the next place, that the Company got a very 
brilliant proht on their importation. 

^>409. It appears that there was the same difference of price 
m the price ofbohea tea in the years 1828 and 1829 ; the price 
at the Company’s sales was Is, (ki. per pound, and in New York, 
in the same year, it was 8d* and 9d. per pound. Does any 
thing suggest itself to you upon that?—Nothing more than that 
it^ is a monopoly here, and it is free there. However that great 
difference should not be set down to monopoly, because there 
is, no doubt, some difference in the quality. 

3410. In your estimation, is there that difference in the 
quality which would justify that difference in the prices ?**- 
Certainly not. 

Was not it a losing trade importing that tea into 
America at those prices?—Generally it has been a profitable 
trade ; those who have been engaged in it have made fortunes. 

3412. The question refers to the particular prices that have 
been mentioned, of -&d. for boheatea?—My impression is, that 
the lowest price for boliea tea at Canton, in. that year, was 
about twelve tales, that would be about 6d. a pound. 

3413- You stated, that many houses in the China trade 
have faded in America ; do you attribute those failures to losses 
upon their homeward cargoes?—The failures are undoubtedly 
owing to their mode of transacting business. It appears that 
the parties who have failed for such large sums who have been 
in the China trade, one in particular I happen to know all 
& r # r and tea-dealer, and he had acquired about 
JtU,UU(J dollars in that trade; and he thought he would become 

lAnTnm t0 ^ na# * de ^barked that sura, and perhaps 
100,000 more that he borrowed, and was very successful. On 
the return of his ship he happened to come to a good market, 
the cargo was sold with the duties added to it, and when he 
came into possession of all this money he thought he could never 
be ruined ; that led him to project the running of a monthly 
packet to Canton, and in the course of carrying this plan into 
effect he was ruined, as might have been supposed. 

t 3 f 14 - T as $ nofc tl ? e < : ase > tbat the teas which he had on 
fiand at the time of his failure being sold in the market 
were sold at a loss ?—Undoubtedlv they were sold at a very 
great loss. " r 

3415. Would not that account for the low price referred to 
in the previous question?—That would account for the low 

f died ‘ n P8rt ' Tt WaS ‘ n the >' ear 1838 that this gentleman 
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Are yon aware that the loss of the Canada trade, and 15 Mar jq 3 q 

^prohibitory duties laid on in Holland, have also contributed- 

very much to reduce the quantity which the Americans could Joshva Bates, 
sell?—Undoubtedly that would have some effect; but I think 
it will be seen that the trade hi America was pushed beyond 
what it could bear. From .-€ 111 , 000 , the amount in 1823-4, 
it was raised to £125,000 in 1825-6, and then it fell off to 
£102,000 in the year 1827. In 1828-9 it was £80,000. No 
doubt this may be accounted for in part by the introduction 
of teas into Canada by the Company, 

3417, You stated there was considerable facility in conduct¬ 
ing business at Canton, can you give any instance* of a ship 
having entered and cleared out from that port in a very 
short space of time ?—1 can mention several; but one which 
is within my recollection. There was a ship called the Howqua, 
which went from this country before I had the charge of the 
business of the Boston house : she sailed from here; arrived at 
Canton with a cargo of British goods ; a cargo of teas of 5,000 
quarter chests was purchased there, shipped on board her, and 
she sailed again after remaining there eleven clays. 

3418. What was the size of that ship?—380 or 400 tons. 

3419, Do you know any port where that business could have 
been conducted in a shorter space of time ?—Possibly at Li¬ 
verpool they might have done it a little quicker ; but I should 
doubt whether it could be done even there, 

3420. Could they in London ? - Certainly not in London. 

342L Do you know any port on the continent where similar 

dispatch could have been used ?—I am not aware of any other 
port in the world where it could be done with much greater 
rapidity. 

3422. Are you acquainted with any individual merchant at 
Canton who transacts the greater part of the business there ?—I 
know Air. Cushing and Mr. 'Sturges ; Mr, Cushing is the largest. 

3423. What proportion do you conceive his business bore to 
the whole amount of the American transactions ?—I see the 
Company’s exports ave put down for the year 1826-7, including 
the factory expenses and every thing, at 9,000,000 of dollars : I 
should suppose that the house of Perkins and Company might 
have shipped during the past year 2 , 000,000 of dollars. 

3424. Do you conceive the Chinese to be an anti-commercial 
people ?—I should say not, they seem to be veiy fond of trade ; 
there is no unwillingness to deal with foreigners. 

3425. Were not Spanish dollars formerly the article chiefly 
shipped at Canton ?—From this country 1 believe they were, and 
from the United States. 

3426. When did the export of British manufactures on Ame¬ 
rican account commence?—I think about the year 1819 or 
1820. 
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3127. Have you ever made any calculation as to the cost to 
—— the British public of the teas now brought by the Company, and 

Joshua Bates, sold here, over and above that which they would pay if bought 
<s,/ ‘ on private accuunt ?--4 should say the teas cost the country 
about a million, and a half more than they would if bought on pri¬ 
vate account. 

3428. Do you mean to say that the India Company derive 
a profit of a million and a half’beyond what you consider would 
be a fair mercantile profit ?—Beyond a fair mercantile profit. 

3429. What would you consider to be a fair mercantile profit 
upon an article like tea, considering the distance it has to be 
brought, and the length of time that a person must lie out of his 
capital?—I should suppose 25 percent, would be a fair mer¬ 
cantile profit on the Canton cost on the finer teas ; perhaps the 
very coarse teas would bear rather more. 

3430. Do you mean including freight and insurance ?—After 
paying freight and insurance. 

343L Is that without taking into calculation any profit upon 
the outward cargo ?—Without that. I mean to say that on teas 
brought here, or brought to any market on the Continent. 25 
per cent, would be a remunerating profit. 

3432. What should you consider the fair profit, as profit upon 
the use of the capital employed on such a trade ?—Very small. 
It is a very regular certain trade, and I should suppose that five 
per cent, beyond simple interest of the money would be a fail- 
profit. 

3433. In calculating this million and a half which you sup¬ 
pose the India Company to make beyond what you would con¬ 
sider a fair profit, do you take into consideration the expensive 
inode in which they conduct their operations, or do you mean to 
say only that the tea costs the consumer a million and a half 
more than it ought to do, and yet afford a mercantile return to 
the free trader?—I cannot enter into the question as to the ex¬ 
pense by their mode of getting teas here; I only know what, in 
the course of the operations with which I am acquainted, the tea 
would cost me to deliver here. I think I could venture to con¬ 
tract to deliver it for one-third less than the Company’s sale 
prices in London. 

3434. Then your statement would not be disproved, if the 
East-lndia Company were to show that they did not, in fact, 
make a million and a half profif ?-— I should think jf' that it is 
so, it must be from some management different from what we 
are accustomed to. 

3435. When you mentioned the sale price, did you mean 
the price at the Company’s public sales ?—Yes. 

3436. Is your calculation made with reference to the tea# 
sold in other countries, or with reference to the teas sold here? 
—With reference to the profit on the operation. 
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. You have said that the freight in a British ship would 15 Mar. 1830. 


loe higher than an American ship; do you know what the Joshun mtes> \ 
amount of freight is now between Lopdon and Calcutta m a ^ 

British ship ?—It is very low on some articles; £1, I believe, on 
heavy goods. But they cannot afford to carry goods at that 
price; it is the passengers that pay them, or some other com¬ 
pensation which they get. 

3438. On the average of the last two or three years, do you 
know what has been the freight on ships from London to Cal¬ 
cutta?—I should think during the whole of the last year 
the freight out of heavy goods, such as iron and copper, 
has not been above 30 , 5 . and the homeward freight has 
generally been £4 on similar goods, making altogether £5.10s* 

3439. Would not the freight from London to Calcutta be the 
same as the freight from London to Canton ?—Certainly not. 

From London to Calcutta there are always a great many passen¬ 
gers, which pay very well. 

3440. Independently of the question of passengers, is not 
there as much risk attending the voyage from London to Cal¬ 
cutta as the voyage from London to Canton?—-Quite as much. 

3441. Have you been acquainted with the freight from this 
country to India?—We have shipped pretty largely some years 
to Batavia, and we have also an acquaintance with the trade of 
Bengal. 

3442. You have stated that the tea brought from Canton to 
England is better in quality than the tea taken from Canton to 
America, or to the continent of Europe?—I say that it is so 
generally; there is as good tea goes to America, but generally 
it is not so good. 

3443. Are you not aware that the great bulk of tea brought 
by the Company to England is tea of an inferior description ?— 

It is what would be termed an inferior sort of tea. 

3444. Would not you term Congo an inferior sort of tea?—It 
is generally understood to be so 


3445, Do you know the proportion that congo tea bears to 
the other sorts of tea imported upon the Company’s account 


from Canton ?■—In 1825-7 the Company exported of Bohea 
tea, 54,000 peculs ; of congo tea, 171,000 peculs; of souchong, 
2,000; of sunchi, 1,000; of pecco, 500; tonkay, 5,400; of 
skin, 2,000; of superior tonkay, 2,000. 

3446. Are the inferior descriptions of tea in as much demand 
in the United States and on the continent of Europe as they are 


in England ?- 


___ o _ -1 doubt if that denomination of tea is much used 

in the United States; they confine themselves more to young 
hyson ; the great consumption is green tea. 

3447. Do you know how that is on the continent of Europe ? 
—Supposing the cargoes sent to Europe are assorted to meet 
the demands there; I find, out of the 35,000, 1,500 bohea and 
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10,000 of Congo ; 4,600 carnpoy, 4,000 souchong, 2,000 pew-v 
3,000 hyson, 2,000 skin, 3,400 tonkay, 2,300 young hyson, 500 
imperial, and 500 gunpowder* 

3448. Were you rightly understood to state that it is a pre¬ 
valent opinion that the Company have an advantage in their pur¬ 
chase of tea, inasmuch as they contract for it ?—-I have stated 
that the Company have no advantage in purchases of tea over 
other individuals, than what they derive from the magnitude of 
their operations, which any other commercial house would enjoy 
if moving a like amount of business. 

3449. You have expressed an opinion, that in the event of 
the China trade being thrown open, it would probably centre? in 
this country; would that arise from cheaper purchases of tea, 
or from cheaper supplies in this country, or from cheaper ship¬ 
ping being engaged, or from what other cause ?—There would be 
a great export of manufactures to those regions, and of course 
something would be wanted for returns. They would bring 
back teas, and every description of produce they could find in 
those countries; and not only would bring back such, but per¬ 
haps increase them by the very act of carrying manufactures, as 
many of the inhabitants of those countries, who have hitherto 
not laboured at all, seeing such beautiful things brought out 

-from this country, would be desirous of possessing them, and 
proceed to labour to get something to buy them with; ahd this 
course of trade would bring, perhaps, more tea here than is 
wanted; and the price being reduced, it would either be bought 
, for smuggling into the Continent, or for exporting to those 
places to which it could go legally. 

34'50. Do you consider the trade in China susceptible of any 
great increased stimulus ?-~~I see nothing to prevent it increasing 
very much. 

3451. Are you aware that the Company has already made 
efforts for that end?—That is very possible; but I think the 
Company is viewed with some degree of jealousy. Their ships 
have a sort of warlike character that subjects them to some de¬ 
gree of jealousy. 1 think individuals would be more likely to 
discover a mode of extending the trade. 

3452. What are the reasons upon which you form that opi¬ 
nion ?—-it is formed from the experience of the course of tfade 
in other places. I remember that in 1818.and 1819 the first 
shipments of British manufacture took place to Java and Ma¬ 
nilla to any extent, and now- those places have become very ex¬ 
tensive markets. 

3453. The question alluded to the circumstance of the armed 
ships of the Company bang viewed with some degree of jea¬ 
lousy?-I have always understood that the Chinese are a timid, 
people; and in the case' of Siam, I believe the Company sent 
an armed embassy there, and it failed, while Captain Coffin suc¬ 
ceeded in trading very well. 
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A, Do the American ships carry any guns ?—They carry 15 Mar. 1830 
&Tew small guns. 

3455. What do they carry them for?—To beat off pirates in 
case they should meet them. 

3455, When was the embassy from the Company to Cochin 
China, was it before Captain Coffin went there or after?—It 
was after he had made one voyage there. 

3457. Do you suppose it failed because it was accompanied 
with an armed force ?—No doubt of it. 

3458. Do you think any such jealousy exists at Canton with 
respect to the Company's ships coming armed ?—I should think 
they always felt some degree of fear, being defenceless there. 

3459. Do you think there would be less difficulty in indivi¬ 
duals going with ships not armed "ban takes place now?—I 
should think there would; 1 think they would prefer to deal 
with private traders. 

3460. Have you known any difficulty that the Company have 
been under in carrying on their trade in consequence of having 
armed ships?-—I do not know that they have been under any 
absolute difficulty ; but there is a feeling of fear and jealousy I 
have always* heard expressed. I remember the trade being 
stopped at one time by the inability of the Chinese to distin¬ 
guish the Company's ships from frigates. The frigate Dollis, I 
think during tine late war, was chasing an American ship off the 
mouth of the river; the American escaped and she pursued her, 
by her boats, and captured her in the river. There was a stop¬ 
page then, I believe, of the trade, owing to the Chinese not 
being able to distinguish between a King’s ship and a Com¬ 
pany’s ship. 

3461. Have you ever heard from any of your correspondents 
what was likely to be the result in case of the trade being 
opened at Sincapore, whether it was likely to become an em¬ 
porium for the sale of tea?—I have never heard any thing from 
my correspondents about it. 

3462. Have you not heard that the Americans were likely 
to carry on a trade there, supposing they had not been pro¬ 
hibited by the Company ?—I do not think the Americans would, 
because they have free access to Canton. 

3463. Do you see any advantange that would be likely to 
arise upon the trade to Sincapore, which does not exist at Can¬ 
ton, with respect to any difference in the duties upon the export 
of teas by Chinese ships as compared with foreign ships?—It 
is probable there may be some little difference, although I can¬ 
not state what it is; but I should think that a trade in that 
way, which would be carried on in Chinese junks, would be 
very irregular, and not to be depended on much, 

3464. Can you state the amount of the trade carried on 
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between the north-west of America and Canton ? —I should 
suppose it might be to the extent of half a million of dollars; it 
^shm^ lfciiesi falling oft’, I believe, now. 

8465. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the prices paid by the Americans for tea at Canton ?—I can 
state the prices paid at any given time; here are the prices- 
' current with the last season. 

3466.. Will you have the goodness to state them ?—The 
current prices were as follows: bohea, 10 to 12 tales per pecul; 
congou, 14 to 20 tales per pecul; campoy, 14 to 20 tales per 
pecul; souchong, 14 to 25 tales per pecul; pecco, nonehyson 
skin, 9 to 18 tales per pecul; tonkay and singlo, 15 to 20 tales 
per pecul; young hyson, 20 to 35 tales per pecul; hyson, 30 to 
45 tales per pecul; imperial, 40 to 50 tales per pecul; gun¬ 
powder, 40 to 52 tales per pecul. 

3467. In estimating the profits of the Company, beyond the 
profit which a private merchant would require, to amount to a 
million and a half, have you referred to the tables laid before 
Parliament stating the prime cost at Canton and the amount 
of the sale prices?-—I have referred to those. 

3468. Have you seen any advices with respect to the sales 
of bills at Canton, which would lead you to imagine that the 
American commercial transactions have remained undisturbed 
after the movements which are supposed to have lately taken 
place at that, port ?— I have no doubt that the American trade 
goes on, from extracts from the China papers, which mention 
transactions in different kinds of goods, which could not take 
place if the trade were not going on. 

8469. Do you think that the free traders in Canton do not 
derive protection and benefit from the existence of the Com¬ 
pany's Factory keeping the Chinese authorities in awe ?—The 
trade may be more steady in consequence of the regularity with 
which the Company move, but I should not think it gave them 
any additional security in their operations. 


Mart is 16° die Mar til 1830, 

Mr. JOHN DEANS called in and examined. 

16 Mar. 1330. 3470. In what part of tlie East-In dies have you resided?— 

— In the Eastern Archipelago. 

Mr. J. Deans. 347 For how many years have you resided there?—-I re¬ 
sided there constantly for upwards of twenty years. 

3472. Where was your residence during that period ?—I 
resided for three years in Prince of Wales' Island, and the rest 
in Java: for two years I was travelling about the Archipelago 
—the first two years of my being in the East. 
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Will you be so good as to state the period at which 1G Mar 
Went to the East, and at which you left it?—I arrived in "7 
the East in 1806 ; I left Java in the beginning of 18*28: during ^ r ' 
that time I was a little more than two years in Europe. 

3474 . In what capacity were you residing in the East?— 
Generally as a merchant; for the greater part of that time as 
a merchant and agent. 

3475. Had you any opportunities, during your residence in the 
East, to acquire any knowledge of the Chinese population, and 
did you come in contact with that population ?—My principal 
intercourse was with Chinese settlers in the Archipelago; I 
carried on extensive commercial transactions with them. 

3476. Did those commercial transactions give you any op¬ 
portunities of knowing and studying their character?—I had 
considerable opportunities. 

3477. Are the Chinese settlers numerous in the Indian 
Archipelago ?—They are computed at about 20,000 in Batavia 
and its environs, and perhaps twice the number throughout Java 
and throughout the Archipelagos they are very numerous, 
but I have not the means of stating their exact number. 

3478. What are their chief pursuits at Batavia ?—They are 
traders, they are mechanics, and they are sometimes cultivators; 
that is to say, in Java, superintending cultivators; they are far¬ 
mers of land, and owners of it in some parts. 

3479. What is their character as traders, speaking generally ? 

—They are keen, enterprizing traders, extremely expert in their 
dealings, and understand the nature of the trade of those coun¬ 
tries in wfitek they are settled perhaps better than any other 
people. 

3480. Have they information that enables them to carry on 
their commercial transactions with advantage ?—They seem to 
have very accurate information, and receive it very quickly too. 

3481. Can you state any instance of their mode of acquiring 
information, and the quickness with which they receive it ?— 

It is a well-known fact in Java, that they receive commercial 
information throughout the distant parts of Java much earlier 
than European merchants do who communicate through the 
regular government post. 

3482. Are there amongst them persons of wealth acquired in 
commerce ?— There are of considerable wealth. 

3483. What is their character as merchants, with reference 
to the punctuality of their dealings and the mode of transacting 
business ?—Those who have obtained a high reputation are ex¬ 
tremely tenacious of it, and they are very punctual in all their 
dealings. 

3484. Do they appear to possess more or less of the charac¬ 
teristics which are requisite for the business of a merchant than 
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)30. the natives of other oriental countries ?—1 do not think they are 
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exceeded by the natives of any country as a commercial people. 

0485. Do you include European countries ?—I do. 

3486. Is it difficult to transact business with them ?—Not the 
least; I have never had any difficulty with the Chinese. 

3487. Have you, in point of fact, transacted much business 
with them ?—I have, very extensive business. 

3488. Will you state what that business was ?—I imported 
largely British manufactures to Java, and theme diuni of commu¬ 
nication with the natives was generally through the Chinese, 
who purchased from me in whole cases or bales, and retailed to 
natives, giving me their simple notes of hand for payment, and 
being always punctual in meeting those demands. 

34-89. You have stated that there are about 20,000 Chinese 
residing in Batavia ; are they dispersed among the other inha¬ 
bitants, or do they form a class residing separately »-—In Bata¬ 
via, as in all other large towns throughout the Archipelago, they 
reside in what is called the China Camp, which is a part ol the 
town appropriated to themselves, and there they retain their 
own usages and customs; even the architecture of the town is 
the same as in China, and the very mode of arranging the house¬ 
hold is the same. 


3490. Is any proportion of the population of a permanent 
character, or is it altogether a migratory one ?—They are gene¬ 
rally of a permanent character, but there are some that return 


to China occasionally. 

0491. Are those the most wealthy that'return, or do the more 
—c-' **- ? -They are generally wealthy people that 


wealthy fix there ?- 
return. 

3492. Is there shown amongst them, with respect to their 
own consumption, any indisposition to articles of European pro¬ 
duce ?—Not the least indisposition to articles of Europfem pro¬ 
duce, but rather a growing taste for them of late. 

3493. Are you aware of the existence of any customs or pre¬ 
judices which indispose them to the use or consumption of arti¬ 
cles of European produce or manufacture ?—I am not aware of 
any. 

3494. What articles of European produce seem to be matters 
of desire to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia ?~~As household 
furniture, they are very partial to our glass-ware of all descrip¬ 
tions, to our mirrors, and other articles of ornament, and the 
consumption of them has greatly increased since the traders 
have conformed to their partialities as to shapes and patterns* 

3495. With respect to dress, what is their practice ?~-The 
form of a Chinaman’s dress is always the same wherever he is ; 
but the articles of which it is now composed throughout Java 
generally consist of European manufactures. There are some 
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by us, still Chinese. 
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3496. What articles of European manufacture are used in the 
dress of the Chinese inhabitants in Java?—Woollens and cotton 
cloths; the latter very extensively. 

3497. Have you any reason to form an opinion whether the 
taste for European manufactures which exists amongst the Chi¬ 
nese inhabitants of Java is peculiar to them, or whether it extends 
also to the inhabitants of the empire itself ?—I cannot exactly 
state this. The settlers are Chinese; their habits and manners 
are the same in the Archipelago as in their native country, I 
believe, and they readily adopt our manufactures in preference 
to their own, when those are cheaper and better. When I first 
went to Java, in 1811, they were almost exclusively clothed in 
Chinese manufactures, and I witnessed a revolution there which 
almost clothed them in European manufactures, during the time 
I was there. 

3498. In what interval of time was that change effected?—I 
commenced as a merchant and agent in 1813: at that time I 
do not think the consumption of British manufactures exceeded 
300 cases throughout the whole of Java ; in 1826, the last year 
of which I have any precise account, the importation of cottons 
exceeded 6,000 cases in Java. 

3499. Can you state what the value of those 6,000 cases 
might be in the market of Batavia ?—I think they may be taken 
upon an average at about £50 a case. 

3500. Did the consumption of woollens and other European 
articles increase in somewhat an analogous proportion ?—Per¬ 
haps not so extensively; they did increase very considerably, 
and I myself at one time imported very extensively. 

3501. During your stay at Batavia, have you known many 
new Chinese settlers fix themselves at the China Camp?—The 
junks generally import, I think, from 800 to about 1,500, or 
sometimes more, annually, settlers from China. 

3502. Among those new settlers is there any difficulty in pro¬ 
moting a consumption of European manufactures?—They 
generally arrive very poor, but as soon as they obtain the means 
of purchasing, they do not long delay availing themselves of it. 

3503. You have stated that many of these persons that ac¬ 
quired wealth in Java returned with their wealth to China, were 
those persons who so returned persons who were consumers of 
British goods and manufactures ?—They were. 

3504. Have they, on returning to China, been dispersed over 
different parts of the country, or have they been confined to one 
particular province?—They have generally gone back to the 
province to which they belonged. 

3505. Do the emigrants to Batavia belong to one particular 
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IB30, province, or do they come from different parts of the empire? 
—They came from different parts of the empire, particular^ the 
Mr, J. Iteans, tw0 provinces of Canton and Fokien. 

3506. Are you aware what numbers annually return from 
Java to China'?—No, l am not aware; they are very few indeed 
compared with those who come to Java. 

3507. Have the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia an}> particular 
prejudices with regard to their diet and the consumption of their 
food ?—Not the least. I have dined with the Chinese merchants 
at as good a dinner as I could have got any where in India, and 
rhave seen recently a growing taste among them for hams, both 
the York and Westphalia, for fish, such as mackarel and 
herrings, tor salt butter, and for wine and beer, and particularly 
Geneva. 

3508. You have stated that the Chinese at Batavia are pur¬ 
chasers of European produce for their own consumption, and 
also that they purchase for sale to others; is that as retail 
traders ? ~ Yes ; as retail traders, they are generally the medium 
of communication between the Europeans and the natives of the 
Archipelago. 

3509. Is that trade carried on by them for cash, or by bills? 
—Occasionally both. They frequently sell for cash ; and very 
often they barter for produce, which they sell again to European 
merchants. 

3510. In what description of vessels is the trade carried on 
between Batavia and ChinaP-^-There is a trade in junks; and 
there is also a trade in vessels of different nations, particularly 
Americans. 

351L Confining yourself to the junks, will you state what 
description of vessels, and of what size?—In consequence of the 
vexatious forms in the customs of Batavia the trade in junks fell 
off; and I think in 1825 there were only four junks, the trade 
being confined to Batavia, amounting to 440 lasts or 680 tons. 
Since that there has been a modification of the custom-house 
regulations; the forms have been rendered more easy to them, 
and the eastern ports of Java have been opened, and now the 
trade is considerably increased. I think the last that I heard of 
the junks was, that seven or eight had arrived in Java; certainly 
that number, if not more. 

3512. Of what tonnage are those junks chiefly ?—Thetr ton¬ 
nage varies ; I do not think that any of them exceed 400 tons, 
as far as I could judge or learn from the Chinese themselves. 

3513. What is the general average?—The general average 
may be about 300 tons. 

3514. Can you state what has been the amount of the ex¬ 
ports from Java to China?—The exports from Java to China 
in 1825, which was otfe of the worst yeavs of the trade, but the 
only year I have an accurate account of, exceeded about 
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? . j guilders, or £925,000; that was the year in Which the 16 Mar. 1339. 
port ~qf Batavia only was opened. Mf j Dean- 

3515. Of what produce did that consist?—There was about 
£54.000 in specie, £40,000 worth of birds’-nests, £4,250 of 
Netherlands woollens, and the remainder consisted of a variety 
of articles, such as pepper, betel-nut, rattans, tripang, &e. 

3516. What, is tripang ?—It is a sea-slug that is fished in the 
Eastern Archipelago, ft was formerly only found in the Eastern 
Archipelago, principally about the Gulph ol Carpentaria; .the 
amount of it was about 14,000 peculs, which was sent to China, 
value about £120,000. It has been lately found to abound on 
the coast of Cejlon and in the Mauritius, and is likely to become 
ah important article in the trade with China. 


3517. Was there any opium forming part of that trade?— 
There was; but not to any considerable extent, and principally 
Turkey opium. 

3518. What were the imports at that time into Batavia from 
China ?—They amounted to about £75,000. The imports were 
principally by the junks; the exports were by all vessels. 

3510. Of what did the imports consist?—A variety of articles 
suited to the Chinese settlors, of which about 7,800 was in 
teas. 

3520. Can you state the number of square-rigged vessels 
which sailed from Batavia, or touched there in their way to 
China in that satpe year?—In 1825, the number of square- 
rigged vessels which 'touched at Batavia in their way to China 
was sixteen. " 

3521. From what countries ?— 1 Three were Dutch, four 
English, one Portuguese, and eight Americans. 

3522. Have you had occasion to consider how tar the Eastern 
Archipelago might become a channel through which teas could 
be sent to Europe ?—X have. 

3523. On what occasion, and under what circumstances, did 
you turn your attention to that subject ?—In the beginning of 
1822, when there was a talk of the stoppage of the trade, I 
thought it adviseable to consult the agents of the junks as to the 
practicability of their bringing teas suited to the European 
market to Batavia; they assured me, that if any interruption 
of the European trade occurred, they thought they could bring o 
very considerable quantity next year. 

3524 Was this communication with persons upon whose truth 
and fidelity you had reason to rely ?•—They were the super¬ 
cargoes and agents of junks; men who conduct the whole of 
the trade in the junks. 

3525. Were they persons with whom you had other commer¬ 
cial transactions that enabled you to rely upon the statements 
they made?—Yes; and the communication was made to them 
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through these merchants, with whom I had had extensive 
dealings. 

8526, Did the communications so far impress themselves 
upon your mind, as that if the event had occurred of the 
stoppage of the direct China trade, you would have given orders, 
and relied on the execution of those orders for supplies of 
tea in the way suggested ?—I did not entertain the least doubt 
that the Chinese with whom I proposed the arrangement would 
have brought all the teas they could have procured, on their 
return from China the next season, and that they would have 
brought me particular accounts how far they could have conti¬ 
nued that trade, which they seemed to he pretty confident they 
could do to a considerable extent. 

3527. Should you apprehend that a trade so carried on would 
have exposed merchants like yourself engaging in it to any fraud 
in the quality of the goods supplied ?—I had some apprehension 
of that, and I mentioned it to those Chinese ; but they assured 
me I need be under no apprehension, for that they dealt with 
respectable men, who always at tached their chop or name to 
the packages, and that they had never been deceived. They 
reminded me of a circumstance that was perfectly well known 
to rnyself, which was of the tobacco of the Cadoo, which is a 
province in the centre of Java, which passes throughout the 
whole of the Archipelago, bearing the name of the cultivator, 
and according to his reputation it bears a price without even 
being examined. I had dealt largely in this article, and l knew 
that this was the case ; and of course I could only assent to that 
observation. 

3528. Are the Committee to understand that there is a class 
of cultivators in Java, being Chinese, who deal in tobacco in the 
way you have described ?—They are Chinese cultivators, 
whose names are a guarantee for the quality of the tobacco 
they sell. 

3529. During your residence at Batavia, have you had any evi¬ 
dence of disadvantages to which British ships have been subject* 
in consequence of their exclusion from the porta of China ? - I 
have had many. I have often myself, in shipping goods to 
China, been obliged either to get freight on foreign vessels, or 
to hire Dutch colonial vessels to proceed to the Straits of Sunda 
to meet the Company’s ships, for the purpose of either disposing 
of the produce I had for the China market, or of sending it on 
freight to China, 

3530. Have you known any arrivals at Batavia from New 
South Wales in quest of freight ?~Many; there are generally 
every year a considerable number of ships come from New South 
Wales in quest of freight. 

3531. Has the state of the Jaw put you under the necessity 
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stampping consignments of produce h 
shipped in foreign vessels for China, 


in foreign vessels ?—I have *6 M*i\ isso. 
because I could not avail Yfi ar& 
myself of the unemployed British tonnage which was lying in r * ,# eans ' 
the harbour to proceed to China, and which would gladly have 
done so* 

3532. ''What produce have you shipped to China?—I have 
shipped tin in large quantities, and spices, and various other 
articles. 

3533. Have you known other British merchants compelled to 
have recourse'to the same arrangement ?—All ray countrymen 
in Batavia settled as merchants were occasionally reduced to 
the same predicament, and I know that throughout the Archi¬ 
pelago it, is the same. 

3534. Do you recollect the circumstances of the scarcity 
which occurred in the year 1824?—I do. 

3535. Were there any opportunities at that time afforded that. 
would have admitted of the profitable employment of British 
shipping?—I perfectly recollect that when the news of the 
scarcity in China first arrived in Batavia, and of the edict ad¬ 
mitting vessels with cargoes of grain free of port charges, there 
were some English ships in the roads, and some expected, that 
would have been despatched with rice to China, but of course 
they could not be availed of in consequence of their not being 
allowed to go to China. 

3536. Do foreign ships call at Batavia on their way to China ? 

—They do, particularly Americans, and avail themselves of all 
the chances of markets in their way. 

3537. In what respect do they avail themselves of the chances 
of markets?—They get recent accounts from China, of the 
state of the markets, and they there either disppae of their out¬ 
ward investments, or lay in such products of the Archipelago as 
are suited to the China market. 

3538. From your intercourse during so many years with the 
Chinese, can you state to the Committee, whether they are 
indifferent to foreign trade or attach any importance to its 
advantages?—The Chinese of the Archipelago, who 1 be¬ 
lieve do not differ from the Chinese in their native country, are 
very sensible of the importance of commerce, and are, as I 
have already observed, the keenest speculators perhaps in the 
country. 

8539, Are you aware whether the foreign commerce of China 
becomes a source of revenue to the Chinese'government, and 
a matter of interest to the Chinese authorities ?—The foreign 
commerce of China is very extensive; it exceeds, I believe, 
considerably £ 12,000,000 sterling, and of course, although not 
altogether a legal commerce, Still from the greater part of it 
being so, the Chinese government derive a revenue, and a very 
considerable one as I understand, from it. 
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3540. Have you reason to know in what light the Euri^ 
imports into China are considered by the Chinese people, or 
whether they could easily be dispensed with by them ? — I know 
that the imports to China are of far more importance to that em¬ 
pire than perhaps the tea is to this country, great as it is consi¬ 
dered, inasmuch as the opium, which is now a very extensive 
article of import into China, is generally used there; and when 
once a person has been accustomed to the use of it, it cannot 
easily be dispensed with without danger to his health, and per¬ 
haps his life. 

3541. Do you state that from your experience of the habits 
and customs of the Chinese people at Batavia and in the 
Archipelago ?—I do. I had a great deal to do in the opium 
trade at Java, and of course saw a great deal of the use it was 
put to; and from my own observation of its effects, lean state, 
that those who have been long in the habit of using it could not 
have dispensed with the use of without serious injury to their 
health. 

3542. Are you aware whether the use of opium is increasing ? 
—It has increased very rapidly indeed in China. I saw a 
statement of the imports into China down to the beginning of 
1829, which stated it to amount to nearly two millions of 
pounds weight, considerably exceeding two millions and a halt 
sterling in value. 

3543. Are the other articles imported into China articles of 
which the inhabitants could not be deprived without a considera¬ 
ble degree of inconvenience?—We may very easily judge of 
some of them. We ourselves could not well dispense with the 
spices, which are used in China as generally as in any other 
country. Some of them are articles of luxury, such as birds'* 
nests, which are imported to a very considerable amount in 
China; also tripang, and sinews of different animals, are of 
course not perhaps indispensable, but as much so as the tea is 
to us from habit, among the grandees of the country; and 
again, the betel-nut, which is used very extensively in China, 
is also an article indispensable to the lower orders in particular. 

3544. From your experience of Java, and your knowledge of 
the increased consumption that took place in that island by the 
opening of the trade, what do you consider would be the effect 
of opening the trade to China itself, so far as relates to the 
consumption of European produce and manufactures ?•—~1 he 
enterprize of British subjects in Java was very much aided 
indeed by the activity of the Chinese in conforming our manu¬ 
factures to the tastes and habits of the people, and from the 
very rapid extension of the use of those manufactures almost 
entirely superseding the native manufactures. . I have not the 
least doubt but the same change would take place in China, 
making allowances, of course, for the difficulties that are 
attendant upon having only one legal port. 
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At the time of the occupation of Java in 1811, in what If Mar, 
manufactured articles were the inhabitants, Chinese and y 
natives, clothed?—The natives were clothed in manufactures 
of their own partly, and partly in the manufactures of British 
India ; the Chinese principally in Chinese maaufactures. 

3546. How long did this state of things continue ?—It began 
to change at the opening of the trade in 1814; and in 1828, 
when I left Java, the natives were almost exclusively clothed 
in British manufactures, and the Chinese very generally.. Still, 
of course, they used some Chinese manufactures, which we 
have not yet been able to imitate successfully* 

3547. Are there any particular European manufactures which 
were prepared and adapted for Chinese consumption ?—I myself 
took great pains in ascertaining the tastes, not only of the na¬ 
tives of Java, but of the Chinese, and was very greatly aided 
by the Chinese in obtaining the necessary patterns and forms, 
which I brought home to this country, and carried out a very 
extensive consignment conformable to those patterns; which 
plan was followed afterwards by the other British merchants, 
and succeeded most eminently. 

3548. Of what description were those articles?—With re¬ 
gard to broadcloths, the particular object was to get colours 
suited to the people. They were principally cottons: woollens 
to some extent, but the cottons were the greatest quantity. 

3549. How did the British imitation stand in quality and 
price, as compared with the articles which you imitated?—The 
best proof of how they stood in quality and price, as compared 
with the articles imitated, was the almost entire suppression of 
the native manufactures. 

3550. Are the Committee to understand that there was a 
substitution of British manufactures for the native manufactures 
at that place ?—There was. 

3551. In 1826, had the British manufactures so far displaced 
the Oriental manufactures as to give a sufficient supply of cloth¬ 
ing to the people?—Most unquestionably the people, as I have 
already stated, are now almost entirely clothed in British manu¬ 
factures. But not only were the native fabrics of Java almost, 
entirely superseded, but all the liner fabrics of Bengal were at 
last unsaleable in the market of Java, and tfie trade with British 
India reduced to a comparative trifle as regarded manufactures. 

3552. What is the amount of the population of Java, in 
which this increased consumption of British manufacture took 
place by the influence of free trade ?—It is computed at about 
5,000,000. 

3553. What is your idea of the population of the empire of 
China ?—From the statement I have seen, the population of 
the Chinese empire is computed somewhere between 140,000,000 
and 150,000,000. 
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3554. Do you consider that there are other articles besides 
those which are at present imported into China, which might, 
under the operation of a free trade, find a profitable sale there? 
—Judging from what has taken place in Java, where the Chinese 
do not differ from those in their native country, I should conceive 
them are many articles of sale which might be extended. 

3555. Can you state to the Committee any instance of the 
discovery of a new article, or the extension of production of an 
old one/that has added to the value of the imports into China ? 
—I can state one, perhaps not of great importance, but it would 
show that there are many others with respect to which the same 
thing might be done. The large glasses or rummers, which are 
used in their houses for burning a light before their gods, oppo¬ 
site their front door. I noticed them on one occasion as being 
made of imperfect China-glass : I asked the Chinese if they 
would have any objection to British manufacture, if the same 
patterns were preserved, and they gave me patterns of them, 
which I brought home and had manufactured at Birmingham. I 
took them out, and had them sold for a considerable price, and 
they have since continued to be supplied from different places to 
a great extent. 

3556. You have stated the increased consumption of tripang, 
2ms that been an article of late introduction as an import from 
the Archipelago into China ?—Not from the Archipelago ; but 
it has been recently discovered to abound on the coasts of 
Ceylon and the Mauritius, and is likely to become an article of 
considerable trade. 

3557. Have you yourself dealt in the article?—I have, in the 
article prepared in the Archipelago *, but a year or two before I 
came home I had a consignment from Ceylon, from a house 
there, for the purpose of ascertaining its value in the China 
market, to sell it in short for the China market. It was damaged 
on the voyage ; but some of it had escaped, and I had an oppor¬ 
tunity of ascertaining its quality and value, and I found that, in 
consequence of the imperfect way in which it was prepared at 
Ceylon, that it was inferior generally to the tripang of the 
Archipelago, and classed with the lower qualities. 

3558. Is there a considerable demand for it in China?—Very 
extensive demand; the supply has never yet equalled the demand. 

3559. Are you aware what the total quantity imported into 
China in value has been in any one year ?—I have already stated 
it at about 14,000 peculs. I do not know the amount now, 
because I do not know the extent to which it is sent from 
Ceylon and the Mauritius ; the value of that is about £120,000. 

3560. Is the article called tripang the same as beche-de*mer ? 
—It is. 

3561. Supposing that any political or commercial transactions 
should lead to a prohibition of the direct intercourse between 
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uropean powers and the empire of China itself, do you con¬ 
ceive that the Chinese trade, both in exports and imports, might 
he carried on through the Eastern Archipelago ? —I cannot 
conceive that the Chinese can stop their trade, for the reasons 
already stated: hut that if they did, I certainly think that it 
might be carried on in that way, perhaps with some difficulty at 
first, hut it would at last, I am of opinion, be carried on as regu¬ 
larly as it is now, in spite of all prohibition by that government. 

3562. Have the Chinese at Batavia evinced any jealousy or 
indisposition to the consumption of our manufactures, or to 
trading with us ?—Not the least. 

3563. You have stated that some of the Chinese settlers in 
the island of Java are agriculturists?-—They are. 

3564. Do they acquire property in land there ?—They do 
not; they rent land. In the towns they acquire, of course, pro¬ 
perty in their houses; but in the country they are generally 
farmers of the land. ,Irx the district of Batavia they do acquire 
land where Europeans are allowed to hold land, but not in the 
native provinces. 

3565. From your acquaintance with the Chinese, and other 
parts of the East, is your opinion with respect to the Chinese 
population generally the same as that which you have now 
stated with reference to the Chinese inhabitants of Batavia?—I 
was settled in Penang for three years, and I had charge of the 
pepper plantations of the late Mr. Scott there, which were 
entirely cultivated by Chinese, and I found no difference in their 
habits and manners in Penang from what I did in Java or in Sinca- 
pore, or in any other countries through which 1 travelled. 

3566. You have stated that you had doubts whether they 
would furnish good tea to the extent of the tea required for the 
European consumption, and the only satisfaction you had was 
from what the Chinese told you ?—Of course, I could have no 
other means of obtaining information upon the subject. 

3567. With respect to our manufactures being used, as you 
say, in great quantities in the Archipelago, do not you know that 
that was owing to the great fall that took place in the price of 
cotton goods?—Of course lam sensible of that: if our goods 
were not, cheaper and better than their own fabrics, they would 
never have given them the preference. 

3568. Has not that had the same effect in India to supersede 
the native fabrics very much ?—I believe the effect is similar 
every where. In India, of coursej it has had the same effect. 

3569. Have you examined the cloths of the two countries, 
the Chinese and the English, with respect to durability ?—I 
have ; I have dealt in them both. 

3570. Do you think that the British are preferable in that 
respect?—The Chinese are more durable, because they can 
afford to put a greater quantity of the raw material into the 
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.cloths; but the British cloths are generally a finer looking 
fabric, and please them much better. The natives, I believe, if 
they can get them cheap, are not very particular with regard to 
the durability. 

3571. If tea was supplied to Europe through the Archipe¬ 
lago, must it not be supplied at a higher price than it could be 
supplied direct from Canton ?—No ; the Chinese tell me, that 
in consequence of lower duties by their vessels, they thought 
they could supply it cheaper. 

3572. Must not there be a traps-shipment?—If they brought 
the black teas from the province in which they are grown to 
Batavia, I think they would not be much dearer than they are 
at Canton. 

3573. Do not you know that they cannot bring them from 
the province in which they are grown ?—I know that they can¬ 
not legally bring them, but I know that they do bring them. 

3574. From what parts of China ?—From both parts, but par¬ 
ticularly from Fokien, from Amoy. 

3575. Did you ever examine the qualities of teas sold in 
Canton, and those which were purchased in the Archipelago?— 
Yes, I have. 

3576. Do not you know that the black tea which is pur¬ 
chased by the Company at Canton is of the best quality of black 
tea, and better than any other that can be procured ?—I am 
not aware of that. I know that the Company do purchase the 
best teas, but I am not aware that they are better than any 
other purchased in the market. 

3577. Have you not heard that they have a right of pre-emp¬ 
tion, at least that they have the offer of all the black te?i at Can¬ 
ton?—I am aware that they have a preference : but I think there 
are many chops of good teas that the Company do not get at 
last, so I have understood. The only pre-emption that the 
Company have is the making contracts the season before, as far 
as I understand, which gives them the choice of a great quantity 
of tea. 

8578, Is not that preference given solely by the Hong mer¬ 
chants ; are you aware whether the outside merchants give the 
Company preference ? — No; the Company have a selection 
from a certain quantity of teas, as far as I have understood, but 
not from the whole of the black teas. 

3579. Have you been at Canton yourself ?—I have. I was 
twice there, but it is a long while ago ; and except in so far as 
my observation has enabled me to compare the manners and 
habits of the people in China with those of the settlers in the 
Archipelago, of course I would wish to speak with diffidence 
upon that subject. 

3580. So far as your observations have gone, have your ob¬ 
servations upon your own visits at Canton been confirmed by 
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at jou have seen arid heard of the Chinese in the Archipe- 16 Mar. 183(h 
iago ?—I was young at the time I was at Canton; but so far as 
my observations went, I have seen very little difference between 1 r * ’ 
the manners and habits of the people in their native count ry and 
those settled in the Archipelago. 

3581. How long were you each time at Canton?—I cannot 
state exactly the time, but I think it was between two and three 
months each time. 

3582. In what year ?~In 1800-7 and 1807-8. 

3583. Can you state what are the duties upon tea and upon 
other goods in China, exported in native vessels, as compared 
with the duties on the same goods exported in foreign vessels ? 

—I believe the proportion is about one-third. 

3584. Do you believe that tea could be supplied for con¬ 
sumption in this country at two-thirds the price it now bears, if 
the Company’s monopoly no longer existed ?—Judging from the 
price in other countries, I should think certainly it might for 
less, and particularly if we pay for it in our manufactures by a 
free trade, 

3585. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton become increased, if trans¬ 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?—I have no means 
of stating the expense accurately, because the freights will de¬ 
pend entirely upon the quantity of shipping that is to be had at 
the time. If the port of Canton was free to British shipping, 

I think the expense would be considerably less than the freight 
that the Company pay direct to Great Britain upon it. 

3586. Is there any other intermediate port more direct for 
trans-shipment than Sincapore, and at what difference of charge? 

—Sincapore is as well suited as any other port; but there are 
ports in Java, viz. Batavia and Angier, where there are entre¬ 
pots established, and where the same trade might be conducted, 
and I do not think the charge would differ very materially. 

3587. If the Chinese government interdicts the transit of teas 
to Sincapore, what would be the expense of breaking through 
that interdiction There would be no additional expense or 
obstruction to what there is now, because it is illicit now. 

3588. Does it go clear of charge, notwithstanding the inter¬ 
diction, now ?—It goes with the usual charges which Chinese 
vessels pa} r . 

3589. Could not the tea only be brought from China to Java 
-by smuggling ?—Yes. 

.3590. You have said that you think tea could be furnished to 
this country at less than two-thirds of the' present price, and 
you said you formed that opinion from the price of tea else¬ 
where; where did you mean?—I mean' on the Continent of 
Europe and in America. 

3591, Is the tea on the Continent of Europe of the same 
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quality as the tea that is sold by the Company here ?-~I have 
always understood so. I have drunk tea on the Continent, and 
t have drunk tea in this country. I am no great judge; but I 
could not perceive there was any difference in the quality. 

3592. If any witness has said that it is of inferior quality, 
would you say that he is mistaken ?—No. Inferior tea is some¬ 
times carried to the Continent, because there the trade is free $ 
but here, the trade being all in the hands of the Company, the 
quality is more equal. But there have been old teas bought in 
the Archipelago, taken there : and old teas are always ^inferior 
to new. 

3593. Is the tea taken to the Continent old tea ?~~Some of 
it; but I believe not a great proportion, indeed very little. 

3594. It has been stated that the tea with which the Continent 
is supplied is generally an inferior description as compared 
with the tea used here, is that consistent with your knowledge ? 
—I have understood to the contrary; not that it is better, but 
that it is not generally inferior. 

3595. If you, as a merchant, with a freedom of trade, were 
exporting teas to two countries, the one a rich country and the 
other a poor country, would you or would you not adapt the 
quality of the teas to the market with which you were dealing? 
— Most unquestionably. 

3596. You stated that there were at one time four English 
ships that touched at Batavia on their way to China, what were 
those English ships?—Country ships from India. 

3597. Was the tea which was brought to Batavia flrom China 
brought from the provinces where the tea is grown, or from 
Canton ?—From Fokien, where the black tea is grown. 

3598. Did you ever purchase good tea in the junks at Bata¬ 
via ?—The description of tea brought by the Chinese junks is 
what we consider an inferior quality, suited to the taste of the 
Chinese settlers and the natives ; but I have purchased very 
excellent green tea and pekoe ; but they import a very small 
quantity of that description. 

3599. Was the green tea which you so purchased brought 
from the province where the green tea is grown ?— That was 
brought from Canton. 

3600. Is there any intercourse between Batavia and the pro¬ 
vince of Kiang-nan ?—I am not aware of that. 

3601. Are you aware that green tea is grown in the province 
of Kiang-nan ?—Yes, it is grown in the southern province. 

3602. And that that province is a maritime province ?—I am 
not perfectly av/are of the situation of it? 

3603. You have stated that the English manufactures have 
superseded the manufactures of Java and of Chino, in a great 
measure; can you state whether there is any Chinese manufac- 
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fech at all resembles English woollens?—I have seen a 16 
of flannel that they make, but I have not seen much of it, 
nor am I aware of its exact quality. 

3604. Is it made of sheep’s wool ?—It appears to be wool, or 
a mixture of wool and cotton. 

3605. What is the latitude of Batavia?—Six south. 

3606. Is it a fact that woollens are at a certain time of the 
year in request in that latitude ?—Woollens are in general 
request in that latitude, and very generally worn by all the 
classes that can afford them, both natives and Chinese. 

3607. At what time of the year do they use them?— 
Throughout the year they require them, but more particularly in 
the rainy season, when there is a general moisture. 

3608. Do you know whether there is a considerable import 
of furs into China ?—t have understood so, but I am not ac¬ 
quainted with that trade. 

3609. Can you give the Committee any information with 
respect to the trade with Japan ?—The Dutch are allowed to 
trade with Japan, and they are only allowed to send two ships. 
The trade was conducted until two years ago by the Dutch 
government of Java. I have here a list of the cargoes in the 
year 1825, both the imports and exports. Since that it has got 
into the hands of the Dutch East-India Company, and they have 
very considerably extended it, I believe. 

3610. Will you state the principal items of the trade?—In 
the Japan trade in 1825 there were two ships, amounting in all 
to about 1,300 tons; one was 600 and the other was 700 tons. 
The export cargoes consisted of lOOps. sandal-wood; 1,167 
ps. Japan-wood; 500 buffalo hides ; 1,638 lbs. ivory, valued at 
3,247 f.; 61 lbs. camphor Baros, or Malay camphor, valued at 
3,234 f.; 225 Java mats; 24 ps. cocoa-nut oil; 113 ps. cloves, 
value 18,936 f.; 6,991 ps. sugar, value 304,968 f.; 338 ps. tin, 
18,936 f.; Bengal piece-goods to the value of 20,896 f.; hardware 
and porcelain, 2,250 f. ; jewellery, 1,100 f.; glass-ware, 
3,748 f.; Netherlands broad-cloths, 75,209 f.; lead, 147 ps. 
2,593 f.; Netherlands cotton goods, 61,332 f.; medicine and 
sundries; making the total value of the export cargoes 373,853 f., 
or at 12s. ps. £31,154. 8s. 4 d. The import cargoes consisted of, 
•oizp 720 ps. camphor, 69,120f.; 10,745 ps. copper, 617,862 f.; 
426 ps. crape, 17,748 f.; cotton cloth, 13,978f.; medicine, 
2,270 f.; provisions, 3,327 f.; sackie and soy, 14,332 f.; wheat, 
207 bags, 2,156 f.; silks, 31,600 f.; sundries, 96,089 f.; making 
in all, Dutch florins, 868,482=£72,373. 10$. 

3611. Are the Dutch the only European nation now allowed 
to trade with Japan ?—They are. 

3612. Do any other European nation trade at all with them? 

—lam not aware that any European nation trades with them. I 
saw a captain of a ship from Bengal who got upon that coast, 


ViQKVi? 



<§L 


EVIDENCE ON EAS.T4NDTA AFFAIRS 

and die boats came off to him in great numbers and purchased 
every kind of article they had of British manufactures; they 
had very little, unfortunately, hut they sold all that they had 
in barter for provisions, which the) were out of The officers 
of the government also came on board and ordered him off, but 
at the same time asked him if he had cloth such as his coat was 
made of, and any articles of that kind ; that they were anxious 
to purchase them. He said he had not: and’ when he came 
back they told him to be sure to bring articles of that kind, but 
on no account was he to come back. 

3613. To what port is it that the Dutch are confined in Japan ? 
—-Nanga Sakkie s They have a factory there. 

3614. Do they remain constantly at the factory at that port? 
—They do. 

3615. Do you happen to know the population of the town ? 
—I do not. 

3616. Do you know how the Dutch Factory conduct their 
business there ?—The Japanese dismantle the ships when they 
arrive : they receive the cargo into a store, where it is valued, 
and they give them a return-cargo, valuing it in the same way. 

3617. Are there any Japanese junks that trade at all with the 
Eastern Archipelago ?—I am not aware of any. 

3618. Have they no foreign trade of that description ?—1 
believe not. The Chinese trade with Japan, but I am not aware 
that Japan junks go to China. 

3619. Do you know the number of the Chinese junks that go 
to Japan ?—I cannot be sure of the extent, but I believe it is 
considerable. 

3620. Is it the general impression in the Eastern Archipelago, 
that provided a change were to take place in the mode of trans¬ 
acting business with Japan, a very considerable trade might be 
carried on with that empire ?—It would be an illicit trade; but 
our enterprising countrymen generally manage to conduct a 
trade with every part of the world which they can get to. 

3621. Should not you expect that if the free trader were ad¬ 
mitted to China, he would find the means of carrying on trade 
with the empire of Japan ?—I have no doubt they would : but 
if they did not, the Chinese would find the means of conveying 
to Japan such articles as they found would suit them, whether 
Chinese or European manufactures. 

3622. Was not that trade carried on by the British govern¬ 
ment of Java, when that island was in our possession ?—-It was. 

3623. Under what flag ?—Under the Dutch dag. 

3624. Do you conceive that the trade between Java and 
Japan is an increasing trade ?—In the hands of the government 
it was as little as it well could be. The Dutch Company have 
improved upon it considerably, being rather better traders than 
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bvernment; but it is nothing to what it would be if a free 16* Mar. 1330. 
a3e was permitted there. 

3625. Do you understand that the Japanese would have any 
objection to extend the trade with the Dutch government, pro¬ 
vided the Dutch government wished No; I understand that 
the Japanese government positively restrict the trade to two 
ships. They do not limit the size of those ships, but they will 
allow no more than two. 

3626. How was the trade carried on during that period when 
we were at war with Holland?—We sent vessels there, and they 
were received as Dutch ships. The Japanese were aware that 
they were English, but they could not acknowledge them under 
any other flag than the Dutch. 

3627. You are aware that the trade between China and 
Europe is confined to Canton ; do you consider that as a proof 
of an anti-commercial spirit in the Chinese government, or to 
what cause do you ascribe that restriction ?—I should rather 
suppose it to be political. It would be as unfair to the Chinese 
to conclude that that was a proof of an anti-commercial spirit, 
as it would be to conclude that we had an anti-commercial spirit 
in Great Britain, because before 1814 the w hole trade of India 
and China was confined to the port of London. 

3628. Are there any discriminating duties upon British goods 
imported into Java as compared with those imports from the 
Netherlands ?—Yes ; Netherland goods imported with a certi¬ 
ficate of origin are duty free, while British goods direct from 
Great Britain, that is to say, woollens and cotton manufactures, 
pay 25 per cent, ad valorem ; coming by way of British India 
they pay 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

3629. What price per cent, upon the prime cost of tea at 
Canton would you consider sufficient to remunerate the im¬ 
porter ?—It would depend upon whether the trade was free. 

1 should think, if they paid in British manufactures, it is proba¬ 
ble they would sell at a profit; and, like the trade in all other 
parts, be glad to realize that profit upon the returns in tea. 

3630. Is it then your opinion, that if the merchants had a 
profit on the outward cargo, they would bring home tea for 
nothing ?—That if they could make a remittance at par of the 
profits made in the cargo out they would be contented. 

3631. As the trade now is, do you consider the loss of not 
having a remittance to Europe to be almost equal to the profit 
on the outward investment ?—There would be great difficulty in 
obtaining a remittance at present, unless the returns were allowed 
to be made in teas or other Chinese products. 

3632. Supposing the trade in tea to be perfectly free, in that 
case do you suppose there w'ould be a difficulty in obtaining a 
remittance in return for whatever British manufactures might 

I conceive there would 
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be returns for more than the manufactures that could be soldin 
China for some years, because, of course, the introduction must 
' be gradual. 

3633, Have you heard any thing of the American trade from 
America to Canton ?~~I have. 

3634 Is not the most favourable mode of trading With China 
by sending bullion without any goods ?—They have sent bullion 
in general, until, latterly ; when, I believe, they have come to 
this country, and exported both cotton and woollen manufac¬ 
tures, which they have found profitable. 

3635. Have you not heard that the trade is considered to be 
most beneficially carried on between America and Canton, in 
sending bullion and bringing home tea?—1 believe they had no 
option; they had nothing but bullion to take to China. 

3636. How many ships have the Dutch sent to Japan lately? 
—Two: they have never been allowed to send more, and they 
do not send less. 

3637. Are they not subject to great indignities there, when 
they get to Japan ?—I have understood so; so far as being con¬ 
fined to one port, having their ships dismantled and their car¬ 
goes valued, and an export-cargo given them, such as the Japan¬ 
ese choose to set apart for them ; but I understand it is generally 
done upon pretty fair principles. 

3638. Are not the Europeans in China confined to one port 
at Canton ?—They are. 

3639. Do you understand that any greater indignity is offered 
to the Dutch ships in Japan?—Except the dismantling of their 
ships, I do not know of any other. 

364-0. Was not that the practice with respect to the Cliiria 
trade, by taking away the rudders, up to a period comparatively 
recent?—-I have heard so; but I cannot say up to what period 
it was continued. 

364-1. Does not the advantage of exporting bullion into China 
depend upon the value of the bullion in the country from whence 
it is exported ?—Of course it must. 

364-2. Were there any ships sent to Japan during your resi¬ 
dence in Java?—There were two ships every year during the 
whole time of my residence there. 

3643. Have not the Americans, since they carried out British 
manufactures to Canton, carried out fewer dollars?—They cer¬ 
tainly have; they carry out no more, including both, than is 
sufficient to purchase their cargoes home. 

^ 3644-. Do you apprehend that the trade, if free, could be car¬ 
ried on by British manufactures alone to Canton ?—In time I 
have no doubt it would, because we should imitate the manu¬ 
facture of their favourite fabrics, and greatly extend the con¬ 
sumption of our manufactures; but it would take time. 
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^•^-3645. Then you do not consider that in a short time the \g Mar. 18,'JO. 
trade would be any drain of bullion from this country?—It — 

would be no more a drain of bullion than it is at present, I con- Mr. J.Deans. 
ceive. It is the different British merchants at present trading 
from India to China who afford to the Company the means of 
purchasing tea, in place of the bullion they formerly carried 
out; and those same funds would be at the disposal of respect¬ 
able British merchants for the same purpose. 

3646. Have you been much in British India ?—I have been 
there, but never resided there for any time, 

3647. In what parts of India have you been ?—I was at Bom¬ 
bay a long while ago; but I have been two or three times to 
Bengal, and I have been once at Madras. 

3648. You are aware that, at present, it is not permitted to 
any foreign vessels to go into any port of China excepting Can¬ 
ton ; but supposing there was an entrepot for European manu¬ 
factures, including British, in any port of the Indian Archipe¬ 
lago, might not they be imported from that entrepot into any 
other port of China in Chinese junks ?.—Although the trade to 
China, even with foreign vessels, is confined to the port of Can¬ 
ton, I have understood that within the last two or three years 
country ships have been in the habit of proceeding to the north¬ 
ern ports, and have sold considerable quantities of opium along 
the coast, and have brought back dollars; and I have no doubt, 
if there was an entrepot in the Archipelago for British manu¬ 
factures, that not only British ships but native junks would carry 
considerable quantities to the ports of China. 

3649. Have you seen many of the Chinese junks in the East¬ 
ern Archipelago ?—I have. 

3650. What is your opinion as to their safety at sea?—During 
the whole time of my residence in the Archipelago, I do not 
recollect to have heard of the loss of any but one. They gene¬ 
rally leave China in the favourable monsoon before the wind, 
and go back in the same way: they are scarcely ever lost, and 
it is seldom that any accidents happen. 

3651. To how many years do you apply the observation you 
made, that there was only one lost?—My experience extends 
to twenty years. 

3652. Were you in such a situation in Batavia and other parts, 
that if more than one junk had been lost coming to Batavia you 
would have known it ?—I think it is likely that I should have 
known it; we generally get pretty correct reports of the losses. 

3653. Have you ever been on board the junks at Batavia?— 

Frequently. 

3654. Have you ever done any business with them in buying 
or selling ?—I have. 

3655. Supposing a trade in European manufactures, including 
British manufactures, to be carried on between the Indian Archi- 
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pelago and the northern ports of China, would not tea be im¬ 
ported from the provinces of Fokien and Kiang-nan into the 
Indian Archipelago ?—They are at present imported into the 
Indian Archipelago* If they became in demand in the Euro¬ 
pean market, I have no doubt that they would be extended a# 
I have already stated. 

3656. Without their being obliged to go to Canton■?—Yes. 

3657. So that, in that case, the teas would be exported from 
those provinces of China in which they are produced without 
the expense of the transport from those provinces to Canton ?— 
Yes. 

3658. Are you aware whether tea finds its way for consump¬ 
tion from China to Cochin China and Siam, or the Philippines 
and other parts of the Indian Archipelago ?—Yes, it does. I 
understand that the tea from China finds its way to Siam, Cochin 
C hina, and the Philippine islands, and even to Japan. Some of 
that brought by Cochin China came to Sincapore, and from 
Sincapore found its way to Batavia. 

3659. How was it brought ?—In junks to Sincapore. 

. ' ' Ifir ; , f- : 

[Mr. JOHN ARGYLE MAXWELL called in, and examined. 

3660. Have you ever visited China, Java, and feincapore?— 
I have. 

3661. Have you resided at the latter ?—I have. 

3662. In what capacity ?—As a commission-agent and mer¬ 
chant. 

3663. How long did you reside at Sincapore ?—Better than 
six years. 

3664. Have you been in Canton ?~I have. 

3665. In what year did you go to Sincapore ?—I went to 
Sincapore first in 1822, and I remained there till 1828. 

3666. In what year were you in Canton ?—I was first in 
Canton m 1826, and again in the end of 1828. 

3667. How long did you remain each time ?—The first time 
for about six weeks, apd the last time about three months. 

3668. Did the nature of your commercial transactions in Sin¬ 
capore bring you into much intercourse with the Chinese or with 
China ?—It did. 

3669- What was the nature of your intercourse?—I generally 
had a discretionary power from my constituents to send any of 
their property to a neighbouring market that might promise 
better than Sincapore, and in exercising (hat discretion I have 
often had transactions with Canton. 

3670. Were your constituents resident in England?—! had 
constituents in Germany also. 

36H. Were your consignments from Germany to any con- 
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__Jrable amount?—In 1826 I had one consignment, to the 16 Mar. 1830. 
value 1 think of about£12,000, from Hamburgh; and in 1827 
I had another consignment, to the value of about £30,000, from 
Hamburgh also. 

3672. Can you state what the cargoes of those ships consisted^ 
of?—They were general cargoes, but the greater proportion of 
them woollens. 


3673. What description of woollens?*—The larger portion of 
the description termed ladies' cloths. I had one lot, of the 
value of about £5,000, shipped by the Royal Prussian Society 
of Stettin, and stated to me to be of the same description 
of cloth which was taken by the Russians for the Kiachta 
market. 


3071. Did you send those woollens to China ?—I made some 
sales of them at Sincapore, and sent the rest on to China. accord¬ 
ing to my instructions. 

3675. In Sincapore did you sell them to the Chinese junks? 
—I sold a part of them, to the value of about £1,000 at Sin¬ 
capore. 


3676. Are the ladies' cloths of a finer description ?— They 
are of a finer description ; what is usually termed light woollens. 


3677. What was that sent by the Royal Society of Stettin ? 
-An intermediate kind of cloth, rather heavy. 


3678. Can you state the proportion of the value in those 
cloths as compared with the English cloths sent to the China 
market, as to the quality of cloths of the same price?—I should 
think the English cloths at the same price were better in quality, 
and certainly better in colour. 

3679. How did the portion of the consignments sent to China 
answer in that market?—Not very well; the cloths were suit¬ 
able enough, but the breadths were deficient, and the colours 
were badly selected. 

3080. Had you any English woollens under your charge ?— 
Frequently. 

3681. Do you conceive them better adapted to the market 
than the German woollens?—I think that the English cloth 
generally is a superior article at the same price. 

3682. Did you ever send any English woollens from Sinca¬ 
pore to Canton?— I once sent some English woollens of the 
description termed long ells. 

3683. How did you send them ?—I sent them under the 
American flag. 

3684. How did that consignment turn out?—Sales were 
made of them at better prices than I could have got at Sinca¬ 
pore. 

3685. Did it realize a fair profit or not?— Judging from the 
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830. invoice I hud with them, there was no profit at all; the manu¬ 
facturers usually send invoices at very advanced prices. 

Mr ' 36#6. In what year was it you sent the English woollens ?— 

In 1824, 

3687. Have you any means of knowing whether that con¬ 
signment returned a profit to the original exporter, or not ?— 
The original exporter seemed satisfied with the sale I had 
made. 

3688. Did you invest any portion of the proceeds in teas on 
account of your German constituents ?— I did in 1826 ; I 
think I invested to the amount of nearly £2,000 in teas. 

3689. Was this a barter transaction?—I found it necessary 
to barter them for teas, otherwise I should have felt a difficulty 
in effecting a sale at all at that time. 

3690. /U that particular time was the market glutted with 
goods ?—-It was very much glutted at that particular time. 

369L Is it, however, the usual state of the Chinese market 
to be very much glutted with goods ?—I cannot give any infor¬ 
mation upon that subject. 

3692. With whom was this transaction conducted?—With 
one of the Hong merchants, Poonequa. 

3693. IIow was it managed; was there a supercargo there, or 
an agent at Canton?—I was at Canton myself, and employed 
an agent besides. 

3694* Have you ever consigned goods to an agent at Canton 
while you were resident at Sincapore r —The English woollens 
that I allude to were consigned to an agent at Canton, and 
these sent in 1828. 

3695. To whom were they consigned ?—‘They were con¬ 
signed in 1826 to a Spanish house, Messrs. Gusani and Co.; 
one of the partners was an Englishman residing at Canton under 
the protection of the Spanish dag. They held the Spanish con¬ 
sulate. 

8696. What is his name?—Mr. Matheson. 

3697. Is he there now?—He is. 

3698. Can you state the particulars of the assortment of tea 
you made in 1826 for the Hamburgh market ?—200 £ chests of 
bohea, at 14 tales per pecul; 500 £ chests of congou, at 25 tales 
per pecul; campoy, 50 £ chests, at 24 tales; 50 £ chests 
souchong, at 24 tales; 50 | chests souchong Ut 24 tales; 50 \\ 
chests souchong, at 25 tales ; 50 chests of pecco, at 90 tales ; 
501 chests of pecco, at 90 tales; 500 | chests of hyson-skin, 
at 24 tales; 100 ^ chests of hyson-skin, at 25 tales; young 
hyson, 50 £ chests, at 40 tales; 25 £ chests of young hyson, at 
40 tales ; hyson, 100 £ chests, at 60 tales; 25 £ chests, at 60 
tales; 50chests, at 60 tales; 10 £ chests imperial, at54 
tales; 10 £ chests, at 54 tales ; 20 T y chests, at 54 tales; 10 £ 
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of gunpowder, at 60 tales; 101 chests, at 60 tales ; 10 16 
^jg^ktsts, at GO tales. I wish to explain, with reference to the 
prices I have mentioned, that I have no means of referring to Ar 
the invoice of the teas; and in stating these prices, I have 
stated the highest limit that I authorized to be given for the 
teas. I presume they were got under those limits ; and I rather 
think the quantity of each kind might have been different from 
what I have mentioned. 

5699. How many pounds of black tea are contained in a 
quarter-chest?—About sixty-seven pounds. 

3700. Do you happen to know whether there is the same 
contained in those quarter-chests as would be contained in the 
quarter-chests imported by the East-India Company?—I have 
no access to know what the chests imported by the East-India 
Company contained. 

3701. Can you tell whether the quality of the teas afforded 
satisfaction to your employers ?—I have every reason to think 
that the quality did afford satisfaction. The prices were con¬ 
sidered very high by a respectable house, to whom the better 
portion was sent ; but the quality was not complained of in any 
way. 

3702. Have you reason to think that the price was higher 
than the market price in China at the time ?—Having taken 
them on barter for an article so unsaleable as the cloths were, 
at the time the prices were a shade higher, but probably not 
much. 

3703. Had there not been a fall in the price of teas in Europe 
at the time they arrived ?—There was a fall of 20 to 30 per 
cent, intermediately. 

3704. At what time did the fall take place?—My letter from 
Hamburgh, of the 30th of October 1826, advises a fall from 20 
to 30 per cent. 

3705. When did the ship arrive in Hamburgh?—The ship 
left Sincapore the May following; the teas came down in Ja¬ 
nuary 1827, and the ship arrived for them in May 1827. It 
arrived in the course of the season at Hamburgh. 

3706. Supposing that fall not to have taken place in the 
European market, do you conceive that the result of the invest¬ 
ment would have been profitable, or otherwise ?—My attention 
was strongly called to teas by the house alluded to, from which 
I suppose they considered it a more advantageous remittance 
than any other. The assortment was according to what they 
advised as suitable. 

3707. What was the name of the house ?—The house of Merk 
and Company, of Hamburgh. 

3708. Was the transaction, in point of fact, advantageous or 
otherwise ?—I am not aware whether there was anj' communi¬ 
cation made to me by that house as to the actual result. 
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3709, What commission were you in the habit of charging 
Five per cent, on sales, two and a half per cent, on remittances 
in produce, one per cent, for remittances in bills, and one per 
cent, on trans-shipping merely. 

2710. Does the commission vary much ?—The rates I have 
stated were those fixed by a meeting of the merchants in Singa¬ 
pore, and I believe them to be the rates in general use. 

3711. From your observation at Canton, should you say that 
the English, and especially the English Factory, are held in 
higher estimation than other foreigners by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment?—I think the Chinese government seem to throw the 
same discredit very much upon all foreigners. On this point I 
can, however, refer to what I consider an authentic translation 
of two communications from the authorities at Canton, addres¬ 
sed to the court of Pekin, about the time of the Topaze’s 
affair. 

3712. In what year was that?—It was about the year 1821. 
With regard to the Christian merchants, “ 1 reasoned with 
them/' said the governor, “and pointed out to them the great 
principles of justice and equity, and showed that it was right 
for them to do what I required of them; but all in vain ; good 
principles and solemn truths had no effect upon them, anil I 
was compelled to interdict their trade to touch their gains. 
And no sooner was that done than they submitted. They are 
a mercenary gain-scheming set of adventurers, whom reason 
carmot rule ; the dread of not making money is that which alone 
influences them.” And* again, “ The English might at any 
time be brought to stoop if tea were refused; but if they could 
get the tea in any other way, they would be careless about 
pleasing China, would indeed despise her, and do as their 
humours dictated. By Tea-Reins , said the governor to the 
great Emperor, alluding to the management of a vicious horse, 
your majesty can control the English, therefore let us take 
care that they get no tea but what we choose to give them.” 

3713. Flow do you know that to be an authentic document ? 
— It was published at the Anglo-Chinese College of Malacca, 
in 1823; and from the connection of Dr. Morrison with that 
establishment, I think that every thing connected with China, 
coming from the Anglo-Chinese College, has the weight of his 
authority, 

3714. Do you conceive that the English Factory at Canton 
possess any other weight than that which results from the ex¬ 
tensive nature of their dealings ?—From any thing that 1ms 
ever come under my knowledge I have no reason to think that 
they have. 

3715. Do you not conceive that private merchants, carrying 
on the same extent of business, would probably possess a similar 
degree of influence ?—I conceive that if the English trade lo 
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* had been carried on through private merchants, in the 16 
way that it has been done by the Americans, the same conse* 
quences would probably follow ; that the advantages of the trade 
would become more generally diffused among, the Chinese, and 
that a numerous body of llong merchants could present more 
formidable obstacles to the encroachments of the government 
than one or two or three individuals, as at present. 

3716. Do you think that the American influence in China 
has increased or declined^vithin the last few years ?—I think 
it has declined since the departure of Mr. Cushing from 
China. y 

3717. Can you state any advantages which were gained to 
the American trade under Mr. Cushings management?—The 
American trade-escaped under Mr. Cushing’s management, or 
rather measurement, to a great degree, the port-charges at 
China. American ships -coming in ballast were enabled to take 

- cargoes of rice to Canton, and thereby gain exemption from the 
charges alluded to. 

3718. Was Mr. Gushing held in great estimation in Canton? 
---He was considered to have more influence with Hoyrqua, the 
chief Hong merchant, than any other'individual whatever. 

37-IpU Not excepting the members of the Select Committee ? 
—Not excepting any one v 

3720. Do the Chinese, admit cargoes of provisions without 
payment of dufy?—An edict was issued about tlie year 1824, 
a scarcity of rice*being apprehended, authorizing ships bringing, 

I think, 4;200 peculs of rice to be exempted, without pay¬ 
ment of certain port-charges. The edict was afterwards modi¬ 
fied ; and now, I believe, any vessel, without reference to 
size, bringing a full cargo, is admitted without paying these 
charges. * 

3721. Do you know any other ships, except Americans, that 
have, in this way escaped these charges in China?—There was 
one case that came within my own personal know-ledge, of a 
ship under the Dutch colonial flag: but many cases may exist 
in Java that have not been wdthin my observation. 

, 3722. What was the name of that ship ?—The Sourabaya* 

3723. Do they escape the charges on departure, as well as 
those on entering?— There are no port-charges on departure; 
they'escape entirely what is usually called the measurement 
charges. 

3724. Do they escape the cumshaw?—I do not think they 
do altogether; they escape perhaps only that portion which 
goes to the government, merely, of every charge. 

3725. Are there frequent instances of bankruptcies among 

* ' 3 F 
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the Hong merchants in China?—Two have occurred withi! 
time that I have been in India. 

3726. Do you know the names of them ?—The last was Man- 
hop, in 1823, for about a million and a half of dollai*s; the name 
of the other was Konsequa. 

3727. Do you know what was the result of that tailure ?— 
The Co-hong, that is the body of the Hong merchants, are on 
those occasion considered responsible for the debts of the person 
failing ; and in the case of Manhop they came, with great diffi¬ 
culty, into an arrangement to pay his debts, without interest, in 
five years; but in Konsequa’s case it was, I believe, eight or 
nine years, without interest. 

3728. Were the debts paid in those cases ?—They were in 
the course of liquidation. Manhop’s only took place in 1828, 

3729. Is it the general expectation that his debts will be paid ? 
—I believe it is. 

3730. Do you know whether Manhop or Konsequa were 
either of them indebted to the Company ?—I could not under¬ 
stand that Manhop was; he was indebted to some of the super¬ 
cargoes, I believe, but not to the Company. 

3731. Was Konsequa indebted to the Company?--*1 have no 
knowledge of the particulars of Konsequa’s affairs. 

3732. Do you know any thing of the mode in which petitions 
are presented to the Chinese authorities at Canton?—It is a 
great object to assemble as great a force as possible on these 
occasions, and to proceed with as much secrecy and despatch, as 
to escape the observation, if possible, of the persons stationed 
at the gate; and when they gain possession of the gate, they 
endeavour to maintain themselves there till a Mandarin appears, 
for the purpose of receiving the petition. I t is generally a scuffle 
at the gate. 

3733. Do you knowanj' instance of such a petition being pre¬ 
sented while you were residing at Canton ?—There w'as a peti¬ 
tion presented at the gate in October 1828, by the super¬ 
cargoes of the East-India Company. 

3734. Do you happen to know whom they were headed by ? 
—I think the deputation was headed by Mr, Davis of the Com¬ 
pany’s Factory, accompanied by the commodore, and some of 
the commanders and officers and seamen of the fleet. 

3735. What was the object of that petition?—The inferior 
Mandarins, I believe, at Macao, had interfered with the convey¬ 
ance of letters, and with the landing of passengers’ luggage at 
Macao ; the object was to obtain redress for those grievances. 

3736. Did they obtain redress ?— Immediately. 

3737. Do you know any thing of the duties levied at Canton 
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•xports and imports?—A table of duties was published by 
Anglo-Cliinese college at Malacca in the year 1823, the 
* only table that 1 have ever seen, 

3788. Do they include the consoo charges ?—They do, 

3739. Do you know whether there is much smuggling' in 
China ?^Thq opium trade is altogether a smuggling trade. 

374(V'How many ships have you ever seen conducting the 
opium trade together? —When I passed Lintin there were four¬ 
teen ships lying There, and 1 should .think ten of them were 
opium ships. 

3741. Of what country were they?—One American and one 
Portuguese, and I think jhe rest were country ships. 

3742. Is the opium taken to China chiefly Indian opium?— 
Almost altogether-Indian opium. 

3743. Does it come from the Company’s territories ?—It is 
grown altogether on the' Company’s territories, excepting what 
comes from the Portuguese territories. 

. 3744 Do you know whether it is packed in chests bearing 
their mark ?—Always, as far as my recollection goes : I have 
often opened chests, and I never found their mark wanting. 

3745, Have not the Chinese government, found it impossible 
to put this trade down ?-Quite' impossible; they have issued 
repeated edicts against it, but to no effect. 

3748. To what circumstance do you attribute the rapid in¬ 
crease in the consumption of opium in China ?—To the greater 
facility that is afforded at Lintin by the ships lying there, to 
what there was formerly, when the ships lay at Macao or at 
Whampoa. 

3747. Do you know whether there is much smuggling in 
China in the articles of export ?—As far as my own experience 
went, 1 found the parties who were not Hong merchants 
ready to make a bargain either way; that is, to deliver the 
article as a smuggled article at Lintin, or in the usual way at 
Whampoa. 

3748. Have not they some term by which they-d istinguish rhe 
illicit trade ?—They usually call it the Smug-pigeon . 

3749. Were you at Canton when the Hong-merchants 
interdicted the shopmen from conducting the business ?— 
It occurred.some time previous to ’my last visit-to Canton in 

m • * *. 

3750. Was it generally considered that/the Company's Fac¬ 
tory had instigated the Hong merchants to do that?—That was 
the general impression/ 

* 375L What was the effect upon the trade?—At first the 
effect Was to interdict all dealings with the shopmen. 
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3752. Did that state of things last Iong?-~-When I ai__ 

there its effects were visible ; but before I left China they had 
almost entirely disappeared. 

3753. What interval elapsed between your arrival and your 
departure ?—Three months. 

3754. Who were the principal sufferers by this?—.The Ame¬ 
ricans : they conducted the greater part of their business with 
the Hong merchants. 

'3755. Did they make their remonstrances to the Viceroy ?— 
They made two remonstrances, and had a reply to one of them ; 
but I believe it was addressed to the Hoppo. 

3756. Have you any copy of them?—I have, 

3757. Will you state the date of the first remonstrance, 
and by whom it was made?—The date of the first is omitted ; it 
professes to be signed by N. Talbot, consul or agent for the 
United States of America, T. W. Oliphant* N. Dunn, J. R. 
Latimer, J. H. Blight, Sc c. Ac. 

3758. How many Hong merchants are there who transact 
business?—There are only three, or, at the utmost, four in esta¬ 
blished credit. 

3759. Do you consider them possessed of sufficient capital for 
carrying on the whole foreign commerce at Canton ?—Certainly 
not. 

3760. Have you heard any estimate of the value of the whole 
export and import trade at Canton ?—I have heard the Eu¬ 
ropean and American trade estimated at 60,000,000 of dollars. 

3761. What proportion of this trade is considered to be carried 
on by the East-India Company?—About one-fourth. 

3762. Is the invoice value of the trade of the East-India 
Company in Great Britain and China larger than that of the 
Americans? — Those circumstances have never come within my 
knowledge, except upon reference to Parliamentary documents, 
and according to those I made up a statement from the year 
1821 to 1827 inclusive. The result of that statement is, that 
the American trade for these six years exceeds that of the Com¬ 
pany by €382,812 sterling. 

3763. Do you speak of the imports or the exports?—The 
imports and exports together. 

3764. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the statement 
you have made out ?— 

[The n il n ess delivered in the sum*,'which was read as follows :J 
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OUST of the Trade (Total Import and Export) of the Americans and 16 Mar. 1630. 
die East-India Company with China for the six yt‘ar'9 ending 1826-7.# - 



American Trade. 


1321-2-*:'.. ,. ,£3,306,004 


1622.3 

1823- 4 

1824- 5 

1825- 6 ...... 

1826- 7 ...... 


3,436,960 

2,597,693 

3,733,686 


Average. 


East India Company’s Trade. 

1821-2 . £2,678,422 

1622-3 . 2,630,002 

1823- 4 . 2,805,428 

1824- 5 . 2,500,898 

1825- 6 . 2,538,932 
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,778.21)3 

1826-7.. 


.£18. 

,47‘>,69B 

: y V,. . 

. £16,182,826 


,079,949 , 

Average., 

.. 2,697,137 

Difference.,... 



£3,079,949 


Papers relating to the trade with India and China, printed 
4th June 1829 ; Nos. 20 and 25. 


3765. Have you found any difficulty in carrying on your 
commercial intercourse with the Chinese at Canton ?—I have 
never been any where where business is so easily done as at 
Canton, on the same scale. 

pr766. What is the language generally employed there in con¬ 
ducting business ?—A broken kind of English, a mixture of 
English and Portuguese, is in general use, and is now so well 
established that there are schools for teaching it. 

3767. Where, are the schools ?—In the neighbourhood, 1 
should suppose, of the shopmen. I have heard boys of twelve 
years, of age speak it. , 

37jS8. Did you ever know an English private ship with an 
entire European crew go to Canton ?«—I have known several 
private traders with European crews. I went myself up to 
Canton"in 1826 in one of them, the Exmouth ; and I knew 
another, the Sarah; she loaded at Macao in 1828, before I left, 
with a cargo on account of the Company's commanders at 
Macao. 

376tk What were those crews ?—Europeans, in both in¬ 
stances ; and I heard of many others. 

3770. Were they a mixed crew of Europeans or entirely 
English ?—I should think the greater proportion of the crew 
that I went up with was English : I believe the whole were 
English. 

3771. Did you ever hear of any difficulty at Canton on ac¬ 
count of the vessels that traded there with English crews ?— 
Never. 

3772* Under what permission did those ships go to Canton ? 
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—In the case of the Exmouth, she went by permission from die 
Bombay government. In the case of the Sarah, I think it was 
</l ' by permission of the Bombay government also. The Exmouth 
carried a cargo of cotton from Bombay to Canton. 

3773. Have you ever known of any country ships proceeding 
to Chinese ports, north of Canton, and trading with the natives ? 
—I have heard of several of those adventures. 

3774. Can you state what the cargoes were that they took ? 
—The cargoes generally consisted of opium, almost altogether; 
in some cases they took a little saltpetre, I believe. 

3775. Did they find any difficulty in effecting sales with the 
natives?—I understood that they always effected sales; I did 
not hear that there were any extraordinary difficulties. 

3776. What were the ports they went to ?—Many of the ports 
have escaped my recollection, but I recollect the port of Ching- 
choo and Chusen, and the island of Formosa. 

3777. Do you know where those ports are situated ? —Ching- 
choo is in the province of Fokien. 

3778. What reception did you understand the natives gave 
to those adventures ?—I believe they gave a good reception. A 
Spanish gentleman, who was a supercargo in one of the expedi¬ 
tions, told me that he landed on Formosa and walked several 
miles. I recollect his mentioning particularly that he observed 
the remains of European houses there, which he considered to 
have been the remains of those that were occupied by the for¬ 
mer Dutch factory at Formosa. 

3779. Do you know how long it is since that factory was re¬ 
moved ?—I should think more than one hundred years. 

3780. Did you understand that the sales which were effected 
at the northern ports were at a considerable advance above the 
Canton prices ?—I could not understand that there was any 
great advance* I heard the parties mention that they found the 
Chinese dealers there in possession of regular current-prices 
from Canton, stating the stock on hand of opium, and other 
circumstances connected with the market, 

3781. Do you remember an instance of the Merope making 
an adventure of that nature ?—The Merope returned from one 
of those adventures a few days before my arrival in China: I 
boarded her at Lin tin as I was passing. 

3782. Had she disposed of all her cargo ?—I understood of 
the whole of it. 

3783. Do you know what was received in exchange for her 
commodities?—I believe silver. 

3784*. No tea ?—I never heard of any tea. 

3785. You have mentioned price-currents being found in the 
northern ports of China, do you mean that the Chinese them¬ 
selves had price-currents, or only European price-currents ?— 
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Chinese themselves had price-qurrents; regular statements 16 

the markets. 

r 3786. Does that consist with your knowledge respecting the 
Chinese in other countries ? — I have found the Chinese in the 
Straits of Malacca always well-informed of the state of the 
markets in Canton. 

3787. Would there be any serious injury sustained by the 
government officers at Canton hv the interruption of the trade at 
that port ?—The government appointments at Canton are under¬ 
stood to be more valuable than any other appointments under 
the Chinese government, in consequence of the foreign trade. 

3788. How many British subjects are there residing in China, 
independent of the Company’s factory?—Natives of Britain, 
about thirty." 

3789. What are the usual rates of commission charged by 
British houses of agency at Canton?—Three per cent, on sales, 
two and a half on returns in produce, one per cent* on returns in 
bills; but these points are usually matter of arrangement 
between parties; 

3790. Were there any Chinese residing at Sincapore when 
you were there ?—A great many ; the largest proportion of the 
population are Chinese. 

3791. What impression has the Chinese character made on 
you ?—That they are a very shrewd, intelligent, and enterprising 
people, more alive to the value of character than any other 
Asiatics that I have ever met with. 

3792. Do you consider them to be a commercial people ?— 
Highly commercial; their commercial propensities are stronger 
Ilian those of any other people. 

3793. Is there much intercourse between Sincapore and China 
in -Chinese junks?—A very considerable intercourse; about 
eight junks annually. 

3794>. Do you know the size of the largest of the junks It 
is very difficult to estimate them by European tonnage; they are 
very unwieldy looking vessels. I should think the largest of 
them is about 800 tons that I have seen at Sincapore, and the 
smallest about 500. 

3795. From what ports of China do they come?—The largest, 
but the least valuable, come from Canton ; the smaller ones (the 
green-headed junks, as they are termed, from the green paint on 
their bows) are from Fokien. 

3796. Do you know the nature of the cargoes they generally 
bring?—The cargoes are generally intended for the Chinese 
colonists in the Archipelago. The Canton junks generally bring 
a large quantity of coarse earthenware, some raw silk, nankeens, 
tobacco, sacrificial paper, and various articles for the use of the 
Chinese colonists. The Fokien junks bring almost the same 




wcw ^ 0 



well. 



EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDTA AFFAIRS : 

articles, with the addition of camphor, sugar-candy, and, a Iai 
quantity of silk and nankeens. 

3797. Do they import any tea to Singapore?—-They every 
year bring teas for the use of the Chinese colonists. 

3798. Is not that a tea of An inferior description ?—It is not 
perhaps a superior tea, but it is not inferior to what the general 
class of Chinese colonists use. 

3799. How do you designate it?—It is black tea; but I do 
not know the particular denomination. 

3800. Have you known any quantity of tea brought down to 
Sincapore for other use beside that of the Chinese ?~~0ne season 
there were about 5,000 boxes brought down. 

3801. Supposing the trade in tea to be thrown open, do you 
conceive that tea might he imported into Sincapore of a quality 
fit for the European market, and in sufficient quantity ?-~I have 
no ground for speaking positively on that subject; but several 
of the Chinese there have frequently offered to contract with me 
for the supply of black teas from Fokien. 

3802. Can you state with respect to green teas ?—They 
would come direct from Canton, and it would be more difficult 
to get them, I should think. 

3803. Are you aware whether the green teas are also grown 
in the maritime province ?—I rather think they are not grown 
in a maritime province. 

3804. On what terms did they offer to supply them ?—The 
thing never got to that length, for I could not have made use of 
the teas if I had got them. 

3805. Do you consider that they will deliver them at Sinca¬ 
pore upon somewhat the same terms on which they are now sent 
to Canton ?—They stated with great confidence that they Could 
deliver them at Sincapore on such terms as would make it an 
object for Europeans to purchase them. 

3800. Flow did they suggest that this object could be accom¬ 
plished ?—They suggested to me to obtain at Canton chops of 
the different descriptions of teas that were supplied (by chops, I 
mean the Chinese name in Chinese characters); they proposed 
to send those chops up to Fokien, and to secure a supply of tea 
by the return of the junks. 

3807. Have you ever heard that there is an imperial edict 
against the exportation of teas sea-wise ?—I am aware that such 
an edict exists. 

3808. Do you think that would prevent such an intercourse 
taking place ?—No ; I think they would disregard it, as they do 
other edicts. 

3809. Are they in the habit of disregarding all edicts, the 
object of which is" to stop foreign trade ?—I never heard a Chi¬ 
nese quote an edict as an obstacle to the purposes he had in 
view'. 
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•5^10. Have you ever heard of tea imported direct from China 16 Mar^l830. 
into Cochin China, or Siam ?—I believe part of the lot I have ^ ^ Mai- 
alluded to of 5,000 boxes was imported into Sincapore from wdL 
Sygoon in Cochin China. 

3811. Is there much intercourse between Sincapore and the 
kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China ?~r*There is a great deal of 
intercourse, particularly with Siam. 

3832. What quantity of vacant European tonnage do you 
think returns annually from China to Sincapore ?—About 12,000 
tons; ships from the Presidencies that carry cotton or other 
cargoes to China, and coming back in ballast. 

3813. Do many vessels resort to Sincapore and Batavia from 
New South Wales ?—A great many. The last five years I was 
in India there was about an average of at least 3,000 tons to 
India from New South Wales. 

3814. What information have you lately received from Sinca¬ 
pore as to the rates of freight ?•—The latest quotations from 
Sincapore were for tin, as dead weight, 25s, a ton ; sugar, £3 a 
ton ; coffee, £3. 106'.; measurement goods, £4 per ton. 

3815. In what degree would the expense of transmitting 
merchandize to and from Canton become increased if trans¬ 
shipment at Sincapore were had recourse to ?—As compared 
with the present freights, I should think the expense would be 
diminished greatly. 

3816. Do you consider Sincapbre a convenient entrepot for 
European and Chinese merchandize?—Highly convenient; the 
most convenient station in the Archipelago. 

3817. Should you anticipate great commercial benefit to this 
country, upon the whole, from the removal of the Company s 
monopoly 1 ' in China ?—Certainly. 

3818. Plave the Chinese any manufactories at Sincapore at 
the present time ?—They have manufactories of pearl, sago, and 
of gambieiv 

3819. Does it consist with your knowledge that they have 
sent for steam-engines and machinery from England to carry on 
those manufactories at Sincapore ?—It consists with my know¬ 
ledge, that one Chinese wished to have a steam-engine of three 
or four-horse power, and -that lie authorized a house at Sinca¬ 
pore to procure that steamrengine for him, if it could be got at 
a certain expense. 

3820. Has it arrived ? —Not when I left Sincapore. 

3821. Are you aware that Prussian blue was an article of very 
considerable import into China?—I understood it wa|^ 

3822. Is if so now?—I believe not, in consequence of a Chi¬ 
nese that had acquired a knowledge of the process in Europe 
having settled himself at Canton, where he manufactures it now , 
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It did not come within my own personal observation, but I heard 
the thing generally talked of at Canton. 

8823. Do you consider the East-India Company's Factory |n 
China indispensably necessary to tine maintenance of the British 
commercial intercourse with that country ?—I have never heard 
it considered so, and I do not consider it so. 

3824. Do you consider it conducive to the facility of trade 
generally ?—There being only a particular trade carried on 
through the Factory, I cannot state that it is conducive to the 
general trade of the country: the general trade has had no ac¬ 
cess to China. 

3825. Are the Committee to understand that, in your opinion, 
the Company's Factory at Canton is of no advantage to any other 
trading community but the East-India Company?—I think that 
the Company’s Factory, from the magnitude of their operations, 
have great influence with the Hong merchants ; and that, when¬ 
ever they may choose to exercise that influence in favour of any 
particular interest or other, to that extent it will be beneficial 
to that particular interest. 

3826. Are you aware that there was no factory at Canton 
before 1758?—I have understood so. 
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Captain WILLIAM LANGLEY POPE called in, and 
examined. 

18 Mar. 1830. 3827. Are you engaged in the sea-service ?—I am. 

3828. Did you make any voyage in the year 1826, and in 
what ship?—I left England in 1826 in the Boyne; I went to 
New South Wales, and from thence to China. 

3829. What was the tonnage of your vessel?—She was 620 
tons register, or thereabouts. 

3830. By whom were you chartered on these two voyages ? 
—I was chartered out by the Government, and home by the 
East-India Company. 

3831. Did you make that voyage and reach Canton ?—I left 
England, to the best of my recollection, in May, and went to 
Cork. I left Cork in June 1826, and I returned in September 
1827 to London. 

3832. Did you take any cargo from New South Wales to 
Canton ?—None, except the cargo that I took from England, 
which was soihe iron and flints. That I took on with me. 

3833. Did you dispose of the iron and flints at Canton, and 
at what rate of profit?—! sold the iron at 125 per cent, profit. 
The flints were bought here for £30 for fifty tons, and sold there 
for upwards of 900 Spanish dollars, or nearly £225 sterling. 
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- tW Will you state tlie amount of that in sterling money ? 18 Mar, 1830.. 

_According to the exchange the dollar was then 5$., therefore Capta i n 

it would be a quarter. ^ W.L.Pape. 

* 3835. What would have been the freight of the iron and flints ? 

—I am not aware what it would be to Canton, but it would be 
to any part of India from two to three pounds per ton. 

3836. How many tons of iron had you ?~~I think about 
twenty. 

3837* What cargo did you take on board at Clanton for 
Europe ?—I loaded with teas for Europe. 

3838. How long did you remain at Canton ?—The ship was 
three weeks at Whampoa, that is the place where they usually 
load, but 3 was altogether in China five weeks. 

3839. What length of time were you in completing your com¬ 
mercial arrangements at Canton, in selling what you had to sell, 
and purchasing what you wished to buy?—'Three weeks. 

3840. Could you have completed those transactions in a 
shorter time?—I think it could have been done in a fortnight. 

3841. Were the port-charges upon the ship Boyne paid by 

you ?_The port-charges were paid by the East-India Company. 

3842. Can you state what those port-charges were, or had 
you any means of ascertaining what they were upon ships of a 
similar tonnage ?—Yes; on the ship Lady East, of 651 tons. I 
have an extract from her accounts, and the whole, including 
pilotage, is 5,202 Spanish dollar £. 

3843. Can you state the details of that account?—I can. 

The cumshaw and measurement, 4,436 dollars 80 cents; lin¬ 
guist and compradore, 477 dollars; commission on the above 
sums, 122 dollars 4 cents. Paid by ship—Pilotage, bar-boats, 
and outside pilot, 167 dollars ; making together 5,202 dollars 
and 84 cents. But the 167 dollars were paid by the owners of 
the ship; the Company do not pay the pilotage. 

3844. You have stated that you took tea on board at Canton, 
was that tea entirely on the Company’s account, or any part of 
your own ?—There were twelve tons of my own teas. 

3845. How much of the Compands?—According to then- 
regulation there were 596 tons ; that is, according to their way 
of calculating tonnage, from 800 to 1,000 pounds weight, which, 
when put into cases, will measure 'i2 cubical feet. According 
to that the Boyne had on board, with my tonnage, altogether 
875 tons of 50 cubical feet to the ton, which is the customary 
measurement, 

3846. How did you buy the tea which you purchased on your 
own account ?—I bought it through an agent. 

3847. Are you aware whether it was purchased by that agent 
from the Hong merchants, or from the outside merchants ?— 

From a Hong merchant, I believe. 
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3848. Was the quality of your tea good ?—I believe it to be 
as good as any on board the ship. 

3849. Had you ever been before in China ?—I never had. 

38o0. Did you find any difficulty in carrying on your com¬ 
mercial transactions there ?—Not the slightest whatever. 

3851. Had any of your officers or crew been there before ? 
—None of the officers had; perhaps some of the men may have 
been there before, but it is unknown to me. 

3852. As to the comparison with a voyage to Bengal or Bom¬ 
bay, did you find more or less difficulty in Canton in making 
your arrangements than you would in other places ?—I found 
greater facility in transacting business at Canton than I had in 
any part of India, and I have been to all the Presidencies in 
India. 

3853. Had you any intercourse with the merchants at Canton 
that would give you information with respect to the result of 
opening the trade ?—I had not much communication with the 
merchants, any more than merely in selling the little I had on 
the ship 3 account; but they were excessively anxious to know 
if I had any goods on board for sale. 

3854. Were you able to ascertain whether you could have 
disposed of them at a profit, if you had had such goods on 
board ?-—I was told that I could dispose of British manufac¬ 
tured goods, at that time, at a great profit. 

3855. Had you any guns on board; and what was the num¬ 
ber of your crew ?—I had four guns ; and the crew were forty- 
nine, including myself and officers. 

3856. Had you any difficulty in maintaining discipline amongst 
those persons, or any complaints made against them, whilst you 
were in the river at Canton ?—I had no difficulty whatever. 
Part of the crew landed twice on Dean’s Island, which they are 
allowed to do, according to the Company's regulations; they 
returned very orderly, and were very obedient. 

3857. What was the reason you had so large a crew as forty- 
nine persons ?—According to the regulations of the charter- 
party. 

3858. Were those regulations in consequence of the Boyne 
having been used as a convict ship?—To the best of my recol¬ 
lection, forty-seven men were the number required by the 
Transport Board; but forty-nine were required by the Company. 

3859. What number would you have considered necessary, 
for the purposes of the management of your ship for ordinary 
commercial purposes, if you had not been bound by the charter- 
party ?—I have since been to India in the same ship as a free 
trader, and the whole of the crew, I think, were in number forty- 
five ; but then there were four servants to attend on passengers, 
and an extra cook, and a butcher and poulterer, which we had 
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jr the former voyage, which being deducted reduced the 18 Mu 

_ er of effective men to about thirty-fwe; and I found them 

quite sufficient. 

* 3860. If you had been sailing in the Boyne for purposes 
purely of a commercial character from England to Canton, 
without passengers, what crew would you have felt sufficient. 
fojp» the clue security and navigation of the vessels i 1 sliou cl 
say forty would be quite a sufficient number for that vessel. 

3861. In loading your vessel at Canton, did you make use of 

Chinese or of your own hands own people received and 

stowed the cargo; I had not a Chinese on board. 

3862. Are you aware what is the usage with respect to the 
Company's ships ?—~I believe it to be usual with them to em¬ 
ploy Chinese for the purpose of stowing their cargoes; but my 
men were so orderly that I had no occasion to employ any. 

3868. What did your crew consist of?—Europeans. 

3864. Of what nations ?—Probably I might have had some of 
all nations. 
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3865. Was the bulk of the crew Englishmen ?--Yes. There 


but they had been 


might have been four or five foreigners, 
many years in English vessels. 

3866. Can vou state what was the damage the owners had 
to pay to the Company for tea spoiled?--There was some slight 
damage, to the amount of about £"200 ; but that was in con¬ 
sequence of improper ballast, and I had to come round the Cape 
of Good Hope in the dead of winter; 1 was a month oft the 
Cape in hard gales. 

3867. Are you aware what the proportion of damage in the 
Company’s large ships is?—T have not any idea; but I have 
heard that some of them damage a great deal. 

3868. Do you think the class of ship you commanded calcu¬ 
lated to bring the tea in as good order as the large ships em¬ 
ployed by the Company ?—I do. 

3869. Do you say that from your own knowledge, as a sea¬ 
man?—Ido. 

3870. Are you aware what proportion of tea-cargo you carried, 
comparing the registered tonnage of your ship with the regis¬ 
tered tonnage of the large ships ?~Yes; the large ships, some 
of them take a few tons less than their tonnage, some take a few 
more My ship took a few tons less than her tonnage; but theic 
were several other small ships that were chartered in lie same 
year that took a considerable quantity more than then tonnage. 

3871. Do you mean to say, that a 1,200-ton ship of the 

Company does not carry more in proportion to hertonnageUiau 
your shin of 600 tons?—She does not. 1 am satisfied that we 
carry in proportion equal to any 1200-ton ship. 


V!QN\ i° 



Capt. 

X. Pope. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST4NDIA AFFAIRS: 

3872. Do you think that two 600-ton ships would bring- 
home as much tea as one of the Company’s 1200-ton ships ?-— 
Yes. ’ 

3873. Would they bring more?--— About the same quantity. 

3874. Would they bring it in as good condition as the larger 
ships?—They would, leaving Canton at the season at which 
they do* which is a favourable time to come round the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

3875. What freight were you chartered for?—£10, 18$. for 
the cargo home. 

3876. Do you know what was the rate of freight paid oh the 
Company’s regular ships from Canton to England for tea the 
season you were there?—I believe from £18 to £24. 

3877. Do you mean that the officers’ tonnage was sold at that 

rate ?—Perhaps more; but the owners of those ships at that 
time were receiving the lowest, I believe, £18, and the highest 
£24. > j. 

3878. The question refers solely to the freight home from 
China in the officers* privilege?—The officers got £35 to £40 a 
ton from private individuals. 

3879. Do you know of any getting that rate at that season ? 
‘-—I heard of several; and I believe some got as much as 
£38. 

3880. You have stated that the freight of the tonnage paid 
for your ship from Canton to England was £10 .what was 
paid to the shipper by the Transport Board for a voyage from 
London to New South Wales ?—~£5. 9s. 6d. 
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3881. And you stated that you took on from New South 

Wales to Canton twenty tons of iron and fifty tons of dints ?_ 

Yes. 

3882. Was any cargo put on board at New South Wales and 
carried on to Canton ?—None. 

3883. At what rate of freight did you estimate those seventy 
tons?—I never made a calculation, as we were permitted by the 
Transport Board to put it in as dead weight, and it was also 
permitted by the East-India Company. 

3884. You admit that that was an advantage to the ship ?_ 

It was; the Chinese will not allow a ship to enter their port 
unless she brings something in the shape of cargo. 

3885. When you stated that the freight paid by the Company 
is from £18 to £24, are you not aware that this is for a voyage 
out and home circuitous ?—Quite aware. 


3886. From the experience you have had in stowing cargoes 
in different parts of the world, will you state whether there is 
any particular art, or any greater difficulty in stowing a tea- 
cargo than any other cargo from any other port where you have 
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I believe a tea-cargo to be the easiest cargo there is to 18 Mar. 1830. 


stow, because the chests are square. 


board the Company*s ships 


8887. Have you ever been on 
while stowing tea ?.—I have. 

3888. Do you not use the same mode of setting up the chests, 
by screws, as they do on board the Company’s ships ?—When 
it is necessary. 

3889. Then you do not consider any peculiar art required in 
the stowage of tea, more than that of a general cargo ?—I do 
not; for my teas were stowed by an officer who never stowed a 
tea cargo before, and it was approved of here by the Company’s 
surveyors after my arrival in England. 

3890. Would you not consider that a tea-cargo could be 
stowed more easily than a general cargo of different kinds of 
goods, which required placing according to the nature and 
quality of the article ?—I believe it to be much easier than a 
general cargo. 

3891. Do you know what profit you made upon the tea?—-I 
think it paid about £35 a ton profit. 

3892. Are you aware of the quality of the Company’s tea 
which was imported on board your ship ?—I believe it to be 
good; but I am not aware. There were different sorts of tea ; 
there were boheas, twankays, hyson, $pd souchong. 

3893. Are you aware of the quality of the tea laden on board 
your ship, belonging to the Company ?—I am not, as I before 
stated. 

3894. How then can yon assert that your own is as good as 
that belonging to the Company ?—Because I do not believe 
there can be better tea got iri China than what I had. 

3895. You stated that the Company’s officers are employed 
to lay the cargo on board the ships; are you sure of that fact ? 
—I am quite sure of it. 

3896. You stated that you met with great facilities in the 
lading and unlading of your ship in China ; are you not aware 
that that was in consequence of yours being a Company’s ship, 
under the orders of the supercargoes?—I am ; but I saw several 
ships there that were country ships, and ships that were not 
employed by the Company, that were despatched, and met 
with the same facility that I did. 

3897. Are you of opinion that no advantage attached to the 
circumstance of your having been in the employment of the 
Company at that time ?—X do not think there was, so far as 
regards the despatching of the ship. If there had been an 
agent there to procure the cargo and have it ready, she would 
have been despatched as soon as she was by the East-India 
Company’s supercargoes. 

3898. Are the Committee to understand that the Company’s 
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regulations induced you tonavigate the Boyne with one-fourth of 
the crew more than you would have had if you had consulted your 
W l!Fop?. own interest ?—I should have said forty was quite enough for 
that ship, and I was obliged to. have forty-nine, 

‘1899. If you had bad-double the quantity of iron, and double 
the quantity of dint, do you think you could have sold their* 
readily at equal profit?—I could; they were anxious to have 
more, and would have bought more if 1 had had it 

3900. U it your opinion that the trade in dint and in iron could 
be materially extended?—There was a demand $t that time for 
those articles. 

3903. Are you able to state whether the port-charges at 
Canton fall more severely upon a small ship than upon a large 
one ?—The smaller the ship is the less thej' are* The ship that 
I know the charges of was 651 tons, and she was considered a 
first-class ship. I do not know what a second-class ship would 
have had to pay, but there would have been a considerable 
difference* 

SQOS'. Do-you know how many classes of ships the Chinese 
make in charging the measurement? —I believe there are three 
|' •' . classes* >* y 

3903. Can you state the number- of tons fonpkig a drst class ? 
—I cannot* 

3904. Supposing a ship was to leave England a£ the proper 

i" season of the year, what time do you think would be required 

to mpke an average voyage from England to Canton and back ? 
—It^buld be done very well in nine months. 

3905. What time do the Company’s ships require to make 
the same voyage?~~They generally, go to India drst. The 
direct'ships, I believe, make their voyage in about twelve 
months but and home; those that go by India, I think, about 
fourteen months. 

3906. Do not the Company’s ships lie very long in the port 
of Cation ?—Some of them, I believe, lie there a considerable 
time,' perhaps three or four months. 

3907. Do you consider that they lie, generally speaking,^ 
longer than private ships would lie, carrying on the same trade? 
—Private ships would leave at all seasons, but the Company s 
ships are obliged to wait for the change of the monsoon. 

3908. (fan "you give the Committee ^any account, of the 
average deration of the voyage of'a.. Company’s ship and of a 
private ship, taking that circumstance into consideration ?~—I 
cannot ; there are few private ships that go direct, 

3909. You have stated that the voyage yoiy made was a •' 

circuitous voyage ?—It was. ’ * ‘ . 

3910. Was it as circuitous a voyage as the Company’s ships 
make when, they go from England to India, and from thence to 

f ' ' 1 •; j,- ; ‘..- V ' Ww? ■ 
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V^-Cijina?—It was more so. I went the eastern passage to China, 
through the Pacific: I was as far as 17.7 degrees of east lon¬ 
gitude. 

3911. What would have been your freight direct to Canton 
for a cargo and back, if you had been chartered out ?~T think 
there were ships which went that same year out and back for 
fl3» 

3912. What length of time were you in making this voyage? 
—1 was about sixteen months on the voyage. 

3913. If you had made a voyage direct to Canton might you 
have completed it in nine or ten months ?—It could be made in 
that time. 

3914. You have stated that the freight of the Company's 
ships was from £18 to £24 per ton on the circuitous voyage, do 
you know what was the freight of the Company's direct ships 
to Canton ?—They are built expressly for the Company, and 
taken up at so much per ton. It is optional with the Company 
either to send them a double voyage or a direct voyage, there¬ 
fore they got the same for going a direct voyage as they would 
for going a double voyage. 

3915. Were you on board of your ship when the tea came 
alongside in the Canton river ?—I was. 

8916, What quantity did the boats bring down at a time? — 
About 700 or 800 chests at one time. 

8917. Were you able to take them all in one day?-I was 
able to take in three chops in one day. 

3918. Were you able, in a ship of that size, to stow all that 
was sent down to } r ou in each day within the twenty-four 
hours ?—Yes ; I stowed three chops one day, but two on an 
average. 

3919. That being 1,400 or 1,500 chests?—About that. 

3920. Were you able to stow them finally as you took them 
in ?—We were. 

3921. And you found no inconvenience in having that 
quantity brought alongside in one day?—Not the slightest. 

3922. Do you consider that the Company’s large ships have 
any advantage over a 500 or 600 ton ship, m being able to stow 
them faster than you can?—They would certainly be able to 
stow more in a day than we could do. 

3923. If the quantity was limited to 600 or 800 chests per 
day, do you think they then would have any advantage over 
you ?—No, I do nqt. 

3924. Are you now commanding a vessel?—I am in the 
command of* the Lady Macnaghten. 

3925. For how much would you tender your ship to go to 
Canton, direct, choosing your own time of sailing, to bring home 
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a c&rgo of tea. and reckoning a ton of tea at fifty cubical feet 
-—‘The Lady Maenaghten does not belong to myself; but I am 
building a ship, which will be ready next year, and I should be 
very glad to get the ship engaged by t he East-India Company 
to go to China annually, at £9 per ton, out and home, calculat¬ 
ing the tonnage at fifty cubical feet, 

3926. What sized ship will your ship be ■?—*About 600 tons. 

3927. Do you contemplate making the payment of the 'cum¬ 
shaw and the measurement, and those other duties which you 
stated to have been paid on the Lady East?—Not in the £9. 

3928. Do you contemplate to pay the pilotage, and port- 
charges of th at nature ?—I do in the £ 9. 

3929. Then you would leave the cumshaw and the measure¬ 
ment-duty as an additional charge to the freighter, and not to 
the owner?—No. 

3930. By whom would the commission be paid?—-By the 
person who pays the cumshaw and measurement; that would 
be a charge on the ship. 

3931. What is your idea of the comparative advantages of a 
large and a small ship entering Canton river, as to the facilities 
of goingupanddown?— A. small ship is the handiest, certainly, 
and easier to get up than larger ships. 

3932. Were any of the Company’s larger ships at Whampoa 
when you were there?—There were two or three. 

3933. Did they take in all their cargo at Whampoa, or did 
they go below the second bar ?—To complete their cargo they 
were obliged to go clown below the second bar. 

3934. Did you complete your cargo at Whampoa ?—We did. 

3935. Do you not consider it some advantage to be able to 
complete your cargo at one place ?—-I do, because there is hot 
the risk of the chops, which are not very fine boats ; and I con¬ 
sider that by their going down below the second bar there 
is great risk. 

3936. With whom would the loss lie if a chop containing tea 
for a ship was lost on the way to the ship ?—That is a point on 
which j am not prepared to speak. 

3937. Did any instance of loss take place while you were 
there ?—Not any, to my knowledge. 

3938. What is the distance from Cantdn to Whampoa?— 
About ten miles. 

3939. What is the* distance from Whampoa to the place 
below the second bar, where the large ships take in their cargo ? 
—I do not know exactly the number of miles, but I think it is 
about seventeen or eighteen. 

3940. You have stated that ypu would be glad to engage 
your ship to the Company, to go to Canton and back, at the 
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tite of £9 per ton of fifty cubic feet; what is the size of the ton 
for which you say the Company were paying £18 to £24?— 
The Company pay for a ton of seventy-two cubical feet; but I 
should be happy to engage at £9 a ton of fifty cubic feet- The 
Company pay at so many ewt. to the ton ; from eight to ten is 
the weight; and the tea, when packed in chests, is seventy-two 
cubic feet to the ton. 

3911. What would be the tonnage at which you would 
engage your new ship, if the terms were exactly the same as 
the East-India Company’s ?—I could fit a ship of 609 tons the 
same as the Company’s ships are fitted, and sail that ship direct 
to Canton and back, for £13 a ton ; and for £2 a ton more I 
cpuld pay the port-dues. 

3942. What were the Company paying ?—The Company 
were paying from £18 to £24 per ton. 

3943. Do you consider it necessary to have the same quan¬ 
tity of stores and crew on board your own ship as the Company 
have by their regulations ?—I do not. I think they are over¬ 
manned; that is, that many of the men may be dispensed with. 

3944. If instead of fitting the ship as the Company prescribe, 
you were only to give the ship that description of fitting which 
you consider necessary for her safe voyage from England to 
Canton and back, at what rate per ton could you do it?—For 
£13 a ton on the register tonnage. 

3945. Supposing your ship to be 600 tons register measure¬ 
ment, you w ould be able to bring home 600 tons of tea, each 
ton being seventy-two cubical feet ?—About that quantity. 

3946. Did you not state that, in the season in which you 
performed your voyage, there were other ships freighted by 
the Company out and home, for £13 a ton?—There were. 

3947. How do you account for the difference between the 
freight at which you could afford to send your ship to Canton 
and back, and the freight which the Company pay?—The only 
difference is, that the owners of the Company’s ships derive a 
greater profit from their voyages than we should be content 
with. 

3948. Do not the Company freight their ships by tender ?— 
They do. 

3949. How do you account for the circumstance, that in 
taking the lowest tender they still freight their ships at a much 
higher freight than you say you could afford to freight a ship 
to Canton and back, with the same fitting up?—It is only of 
late years that the Company have chartered small ships ; they 
have always imported their teas in large ships, and those ships 
were contracted for before they were built, and built expressly 
to perform six voyages, at a certain rate per ton- 

3950. Then you mean, that it is a more expensive process 
to contract by tender in that way for a ship for six years, than 
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!30. it would be (:o engage a ship upon tender for a specific voyage ? 
—It is more expensive to the Company. 

3051. You have said that you would tender a ship to go to 
China, ;md bring borne a cargo of tea, complying with the 
usual terfns and conditions required by the India Company, at 
£13 per ton Upon the registered tonnage. 

3952. Upon those terms, do you understand that you are to 
have all the stores, the number of men, and every other con¬ 
dition required by the Company complied with ?—-1 do; but 
the Company paying the cumshaw and measurement, which I 
estimate at about £2 a ton. 

3953. Supposing you were at perfect liberty to proceed to 
Canton, freighted by a private individual, the only condition 
being to have the ship sea-worthy, with all necessary stores, 
but to make the best of your voyage there and back, and car¬ 
rying no more stores, nor coming under any other condition, 
further than you thought necessary for the safety of the ship; 
at what rate per ton would you charter a vessel on the regis¬ 
tered tonnage?-- At £13 a ton. If the ship was chartered by 
a private individual at £13 a ton, I could pay the cumshaw 
and measurement, which would be about £11 on the registered 
ton. 

3954. Is that the only difference between freighting for the 
Company and freighting for an individual, and being at liberty 
to make the voyage as you pleased ?—The Company’s regula¬ 
tions are more expensive as to fitting, but I am not prepared to 
say quite exactly to what amount. 

3955. If you could supply shipping to the Company at £13 
a ton, how do you account for so much higher freight being 
paid, competition being already had recourse to?—I cannot 
account for it in any other way, than that the ships were taken 
up at that rate of freight when materials for fitting ships were 
more expensive than they are now. 

3956. Then you would attribute the shipping at the present 

rate of freight to the term not having yet expired for which they 
were originally engaged ?—-Yes. . 

3957. If that term had expired, do you assume that the 

Company could supply themselves with shipping much cheaper 
in the time to come ?—Much cheaper ; but the larger ships 
would still be more expensive to the Company than the smaller 
ones. ‘ ' ' 

3958. You were engaged in this voyage in the year 1826-7; 
are you aware what difference there was in the outfit of a ship 
and the provisions of a ship between 1826-7 and 1829-30 ?—I 
am not; every thing is certainly much cheaper than it was at 
that time, but I cannot say in what proportion. 

3959. You have stated that the Company, while you,were in 
China, were paying at the rate of fro in £18 to £24 a ton; are 
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are of the nature of the voyages those ships ate liable 18 
am not, any further than they proceed to India; some 
to Saint Helena, some to Bombay and China, others to Bengal 
and China, others to Madras and China. 

3960. Are you aware that they are liable to be employed at 
the call of the Court of Directors for any purpose political as 
well as commercial ?—I am, 

3961. Are you not aware that there must be a great diffe¬ 
rence between those ships which are liable to be used for 
political purposes, as transports and men-of-war, and ships going 
direct to China?—There must be a great difference certainly; 
but not equal to the difference between £13 and £18. 

3962. Have you not stated, that ships engaged at the rate of 
from £18 to £24 were ships upon old contracts, seven, eight, 
and ten years old ? —Yes. 

3963. Do you apprehend there is any difference between the 
prices of this day and the prices of ten years back ?—Things 
certainly are cheaper now than they were at that time. 

3964. Do you apprehend that if all the ships required to 
bring home the annual supply of tea for this country were to be 
advertised for in this market, that would not have a great effect 
in raising the price of freight, which you now say you could 
supply at £13 a ton ?—I think it would be a means of employing 
a great number of ships that now cannot find employment. 
Perhaps it would affect the freight a little, but not much ; there 
are 'so many ships that the competition would be very great. 

3965. Are you aware that the owners, for the freight of £18 
and £24, are obliged to carry twenty guns, and six thirty-two 
pound earronades?-—Yes. 

3966. Do you consider that necessary in fitting out a ship to 
go to Canton for a China cargo ?—I do not. 

3967. Then you would save all the expenses connected with 
that supply ?•—I would. I should consider six guns quite suffi¬ 
cient for q ship of 600 tons. 

3968. How many cables would you consider it necessary to 
take in a ship going out direct to Canton?*—I should have three 
cables, two bowers and a stream. 

3969. If the Company require seven cables, would not that 
be also an additional expense to be deducted in any tender you 
would make ?—It would be attended with additional expense of 
course. 

3970* IIow long have you commanded a ship ?—I have com¬ 
manded a ship since 1823. 

3971. Do you know what the freight was in 1820 ?—I do not. 

3972. In estimating the freight you have spoken of, how 
many days delay in the port would you calculate upon as occur¬ 
ring at Canton ?—I should calculate on thirty days. 
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3973. Would thirty lay-days commonly be sufficient for the 
purpose ?—Quite sufficient. 

3974. And do you not conceive that, under those circum¬ 
stances, demurrage would commonly be charged ?—I think not. 

3975. Do you know that, at the present moment, demurrage 
is charged upon the Company’s ships ?—I am aware that there 
is a demurrage at times. 

3976. Do you conceive that demurrage would be charged, 
provided the ship were freighted by private individuals, com¬ 
monly speaking?—A great deal depends upon the nature of the 
engagement. 

3977. Do you know how many lay-days the Company calcu¬ 
late upon at Canton ?—-I do not recollect the number of lay- 
days. I only know that I had no demurrage. 

Mr. JOHN SIMPSON called in, and examined. 

Mr, J.Simpson, 397S. You are an insurance broker in London?—I am. 

3979. Have you any partner?—-The firm is Stuart and 
Simpson. 

3980., Are you in the habit of doing insurances to the East- 
Indies and China ?— Occasionally to the East-Indies, not often 
to China. 

3981. Are you aware of the rate of premium both to the 
East-Indies and China?—I am. 

3982. Can you state the rate of premium on a first-class 
British ship from hence to Canton ? T ~50,s. out upon the ship. 

3983. What would be the rate upon goods, upon manufac¬ 
tures, for instance ?— About the same. Something might depend 
upon the nature of the goods; if they were liable to damage, it 
would be something more. 

3984. What would it be from Canton back to England?— 
The same. 

3985. What would it be from London to Canton, and back 
to England ?~~Five pounds. 

3986. Would it be the same from other parts of the United 
Kingdom ? -Yes, about the same, or rather less. 

3987. Are those the current rates at which you have known 
insurance done ?—There is not a great deal done to China in 
Lloyas r but those are the rates upon what is done, when it is 
done through insurance brokers, and it is the rate upon other 
vessels that go to Singapore, Batavia, and the neighbouring 
ports there; and I am aware that the underwriters would as lief 
go td Canton at once and back again, as to those ports I have 
mentioned. 

398S. Have you ever effected any Insurances on goods by the 
Company’s ships?—It .is some time since I have done any thing 
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X sort ^ it is done by respondentia frequently upon the 
voyage out and home, which I have done. 

3989. Which do you consider has the advantage in insurance 
generally; on which is the premium lowest, on a Company's ship 
or a private trader ?~~ I do not think there would be any differ¬ 
ence whatever. 


3990* Have you ever done any insurances on goods by Ame¬ 
rican ships to East India or to China?—I never have. 

3991. Have you any means of knowing what would be the 
rate of insurance demanded-at Lloyd's upon American ships?— 
It would depend upon the nature of the goods, and the descrip¬ 
tion given of the ship. The American ships are not generally 
comprised in our registers, but if the description were good, the 
premium would be the same. 

3993. Is there any difference made at Lloyd's between the 
insurance of a ship of a large tonnage of 1200 tons, and the 
insurance of a ship of 400 tons ? — I do not think there is any 
difference; some would prefer the large one, and some the 
small. I have heard the large ones objected to, on.account of 
the great number of men on board, and the accidents happening 
in consequence. 

3993. You conceive it would be as well, or perhaps better 
"done upon a ship of .400 or 500 tons as upon a ship of 1200 
tons ?—?I think it would be quite as well. 

3994 Would the underwriters make any difference ?—I do 
not think they would. 

3995; Is there any objection made to the Company's ships 
on account of the particular regulations to which they are sub¬ 
jected, that they are obliged to be at the disposal of the Com¬ 
pany, whatever may be their voyage, in case of their requiring 
it?—Insurances donq. by them*are done subject to the regula¬ 
tions of the Company, but I am not aware that the premium is 
any higher in consequence. 

3996. Is not the insurance upon a Company's ship out and 
home to China., £4 10,?. ?—I never heard of such a premium ; 
I have seen £6. 

3997. Do you insure against fire-risk as well as sea-risk?— 
Certainly ; what I have mentioned includes all risks. 

3998. How long has your firm been established in. London ? 
—-I have been thirty years in it; twenty-four a partner, 

3999. And you have been the greater part of that time en¬ 
gaged in the insurance of ships to India and China ?—Yes. 

3400a. Have you been in the habit of insuring ships from 
Liverpool to India ?—Yes. 

3401(7. Has the premium been the same as upon the English 
ships?—The premium to India and back has varied in cornpa- 
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30. rison to the goodness of the vessel. Upon class No. 1.1 have 
done them horn Liverpool to Calcutta and back at £4, 

Ah . /. Simpson, 3402a. Are there not a greater number of ship# of class 
No. L insured at four per cent, than at five, from Liverpool ?— 
There are. 

3403a. What are the crews of those ships ?—It depends on 
the tonnage. 

3404a. Are not the Company's ships to China held to be one 
of the best risks that the underwriters have an opportunity of 
insuring ?-—Yes, they are. 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Present State of the Affairs of the East-India Com¬ 
pany, and into the Trade between Great Britain , the 
Bast-Indies, and China; and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them from 
time to time, to the House ■ 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them 
referred, and examined several other Witnesses; the 
Minutes of whose 'Evidence they have agreed to 
report to the House up to the 1st day of this instant 
April, inclusive. 

l6‘£ April 1830. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Luna, 22° die Martii 18.30. 


Wiluam Ward, Esq. in the Chair, 


THOMAS THOItNELY, Esq. called in, and examined. 

22 Miir. 1830. 3405rt. You are a merchant at Liverpool ?— I am. 

T. na mely ® 4< %- Have you made it your business to inquire into the 

Esq. means of drawing bills from China upon houses of good credit in 
England?—I have the authority of a gentleman of great 
respectability, a merchant, who has lived in Canton for many 
years, to say, that bills upon London on confirmed credits 
may be negociated there with great facility, and to almost any 
extent., 

3407#. At what rate of exchange ?—Equal to 5s< 6d. and 
two-thirds of a penny the tale, and payable at six months" 
sight. 

3408#. Who is the merchant from whom you received that 
information 'The gentleman who gave me this information is 
an American; he gave it to me as a matter of personal kindness, 
and .1 would rather not mention his name. 

3409#. Is he a person that has resided long at Canton ?—He 
has resided at Canton twenty-five years. 

3410a. Did he carry on extensive business?—Very extensive 
business. 

341 id. Do you happen to know whether the American mer¬ 
chant. to whom you refer, drew bills upon London ?i—I do not 
think it was so stated to me. 

3412#. Have you any communication in writing from this 
gentleman, stating this fact, and the course of exchange ?—I 
have such a communication. 
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3a. Have you any objection to give in that communication n 
e Committee, with the understanding that the name of the 
writer shall not be made public ?—I have no objection, 1 

[ The with ess delivered in the same » which was read , as follows .*] 

“ The Chinese have no coin except carr or cash, which are a brass coin, 
1,000 of which make a tale. Their accounts are kept in tales, mace, canda- 
reens, and cash. 

10 cash, 1 candareen ; 10 can dare ena, l mace ; 10 mace, 1 tale. 

72 candavc ens make a Spanish dollar, and the exchange between China and 
England is, and will probably continue to be, 4 a*. per dollar. 

“£100 sterling would consequently be 300 tales, or 500 Spanish dollars. 

A tale 5 s. Gfd. 

“ My clear Sir: Above, you have a memorandum of the imaginary coin 
of the Chinese; they have no real coin except tire cash as above-mentioned. 

You will perceive that the value of the tale is 5s. Gjjjd. os near as may be, at 
the usual rate of exchange between China and England. 

“ J. am, my dear Sir, your very obedient, 

« To T. Thornely, Esq. ' «-” 

“ March 16, 1830.” 

8414*2. Do you know at what course of exchange*the tale is 
estimated by the East-India Company ?~—At 6s, 8<tf. 1 under - 
stand. 

341 5a. Supposing the exchange to be really 5s. 6d. and two- 
thirds, comparing that with the course at which it is estimated 
by the Company in prime cost for their teas, what would be the 
difference upon the purchases of the last ten years ?—The di f¬ 
ference would be precisely one-sixth. You must deduct from 
the public accounts of the" Company* to bring it to the current 
exchange, one-sixth of the amount of purchases of tea I have 
mentioned. 

341Have you made any calculation of what the amount 
of; that deduction would be ?—That deduction would by v 
£3,039,351. 

3417«. From what document do you take the quantity of tea 
sold by the Company for the last ten years ?-—From the Parlia¬ 
mentary returns. 

3418«. From what document did you take the prime cost of 
the tea?—From the Parliamentary returns, the whole of it. 

34<19o. Have you prepared a statement,' founded upon the 
information procured from the Parliamentary returns, and the 
estimated rate of exchange by the Company ?^-I have ; and I 
beiieve.it to be as nearly correct &s it can be. 

3420o. Have the goodness to deliver in that document* 

[The witness delivered, in the same* which urns read , as follows:] 
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A Statement, intended to show the Loss to the Country *in 
the Price of Tea arising out of the East-India Company's 
Monopoly. 

The quantities imported and sold for consiimption, together with the 
prime cost and sale amount, are extracted from documents presented by the 
Company to Parliament. 

Tea exported from Canton from 1818-19 to 1827-8* 

285,005,127 lbs. cost..... £18,236,106 

Deduct one-sixth, because the tale of China is estimated at 

6s. 8 d. by the Company, whereas it is only 5s. SjjcL . „. 3,039,351 

Total... £A$, 196,7 55 

Average cost price, 12(/. *80 per lb. 

Sales of tea in England from 1819-20 to 1828-9, 265,456,040 lbs., amount 
£7)5,462,245. Average sale price, 32d. ‘0G per lb. 

Freight from Canton to England, taken at £Tl per register ton % A ship 
of 500 tons will carry 550 tons of tea of the Company’s tonnage of 10 ewt. 
each, say 616,000 lbs.; 500 tons register, at £11 per ton freight, nrtafces 
£5,500. 

If 616,000 lbs. cost £5,500, then 1 lb. costs 2d. *14. 

d. 

Prime cost of 1 lb. tea per statement. . . *.. 12 80 

Insurance from Canton. .. 3 per cent. 

Agency at Canton.. 3 

Charges of landing in England... 3 

Supposed profit. ..... 10 — 

In all. 19 — 2 *43 

Freight, per statement ..... *♦.. . 2 14 

Cost price per lb. landed in England. 17 *37 

The Company’s actual average sole price of tea in the last ten d. 

years has been, per lb.....- . • 32 *06 

The price, with ample allowance of profit, as shown above, 

need not have exceeded...... 17 *37 

* Leaving a loss to the country per lb. of.... 14 *69 

Which on the quantity of tea consumed in 1828-9, viz. on 28,230,383 
lbs., at 14d. -69, makes an annual tax upon the country of £1,727,934. 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. called in, and examined. 

S421«. Will you state to the Committee how long you have 
resided in India, at what time, and when you returned from 
that country ?—I have resided in India about twenty-three or 
twenty-four years : I returned in the year 1811. I was on the 
Bombay establishment. 

3422a. Have you, since your return from Bombay, been em¬ 
ployed as an Indian agent in London ?—I have. 

3423a. Have you had opportunities, whilst in India and in 
England, of making yourself acquainted with the trade between 
England and India and China ?—Generally speaking, I have. I 
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, was engaged in trade whilst in India, being in the Com* 22 
JJahy’s civil service ; but I had opportunities of seeing a good 
deal of what passed in the trade between India and China, 
and I have had correspondence with China since I have been 
in this country. 

8424a* Have you had any commercial transaction;* with China 
since you have been in England ?—The house that I belong to 
corresponds with a house in China, and we have received, as 
agents, consignments from that house, and carried on a regular 
correspondence with them. 

3425a. What is the name of the house ?—The name of our 
house is Pickards, Mackintosh, and Company. The house we 
correspond with in China is Thomas Dent and Company. 

3426a. Have you not, since 1812, paid particular attention 
to the financial details of the commerce with India, as pub¬ 
lished by Parliament?—I have always-felt a great interest in 
respect to the financial concerns of India; and when I was in 
Parliament in the year 1812-13, I had an opportunity then, 
for the first time, of analyzing the East-India Company's ac¬ 
counts which were laid before Parliament; and from those ac¬ 
counts I derived a knowledge of the state of their finances, which 
I could not obtain from the limited view I had of their accounts 
all the .time I was in India. 

3427a. Do you include the trade with India in that attention 
whibh you paid to their financial details?-—I do, with India and 
China. 

3428a. What opinion generally have you formed of the result 
of the tea trade carried on by the Company with China ?—I 
formed a decided opinion in the year 1813, that the received 
notion at that time, of the profits of the Company’s China trade 
being their only means of paying their dividends and interest 
upon their home bond debt, was altogether erroneous. I was 
then firmly convinced, and I gave my reasons for the conviction, 
that on a lair mercantile statement of their commercial opera¬ 
tions, the profits, if any, would be found altogether insufficient 
to pay their dividends in this country; and from the papers 
which have been printed and laid before the public since that 
period, I am still further confirmed in that belief. 

3429a. Do you include the trade to China, as well as the 
trade to India, in that opinion?—I include in this opinion the 
trade to China more particularly, because it is now pretty 
generally asserted and believed to be the only source of com¬ 
mercial profit. 

3430a. Are the Committee to understand that in the number 
of years which have elapsed since 1812, all the documents that 
have come to your knowledge have confirmed your opinion 
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. that the trade to China has not been the means of paying the 
Rickards) dividends, as is generally supposed ?—Certainly.. 

£sq. 343 \a» Are you able to state to the Committee the grounds 

on which your opinion was then formed, and on which you now 
continue to hold it?—For the opinion I then formed, I must 
beg leave to refer to a publication of mine in the year 1813, 
in which I have stated that opinion at full length, together 
with the grounds of it. Having subsequently had an opportunity 
of inspecting the printed accounts which have been laid before 
Parliament for the years 1820 and 1821, I framed from that 
collection a statement, which I intended for the continuation 
of a. publication I am now engaged in about India, and which 
statement I have now before me. It is at the service of the 
Committee, and will show the grounds of my present belief. 

3432#. Is that calculation taken from the documents pre¬ 
sented by His Majesty's command, dated February 1830 ?— 
The whole of it, and every thing I have asserted with regard 
to India, is taken from official documents; I look upon no other 
source of information to be worth a farthing. The statement I 
hold in my hand is taken from the official documents laid before 
Parliament on the 4th of June 1829, and the 14th of May 1824, 
as well as from the collection of documents presented by His 
Majesty's command in February 1830, 

3433a. Will you state to the Committee the result arising 
from that statement, and the items which enable you to come to 
that result?—This statement is for the year 1820-2L 1 have 
taken that year, because it is the latest for which all the charges 
on the China trade are printed or published; at least, I have 
seennp other document containing all these charges subsequent 
to that year. I believe, however, from an examination of the 
official tables here referred to, that the result would be pretty 
nearly the same for either of the preceediog or succeeding 
years; but I have been obliged to confine myself to 1820-21, 
because I could find no other official document except that 
delivered in on the 14th of May 1S24: that contains a com¬ 
plete view of all the Company’s charges on the China trade. 

3434a. Where does that document appear which was pub¬ 
lished in 1824?—It is before the House of Commons, and is an 
official document. It is styled, “ Accounts relating to the Tea 
Trade, &c. of the East-India Company/ 1 dated the 14th of May 
1824; and bears the signature ofT. G. Lloyd, the Accountant- 
General at the India-House. 

3435a. Will you state what appears to be the result in the 
year 1820-1 ?—[ Witness delivers in the following statement , which 
is accordingly read to the Committee 
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, £. 

Prime cost of teas, as per 
No. 32 of “ Papers rela¬ 
tive to the Trade with 
India and China,” 4th 

June 1829...... 1,874,840 

Freight and Demurrage, 
as per No. 31 of ditto 

ditto . 796,540 

Charges in China and Ung¬ 
land, as per No. 6 of 
“Accounts relating to the 
Tea Trade, &e. of the 
East-India Company,” 

14th May 1824.. ._ 618,849* 

Interest on home bond- 
debt, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the 
Finances of India, and 
Tmdo of India and Chi¬ 
na,” Feb. 1830. 162,938 

Dividends on stock, as per 
ditto of ditto.... ditto .. 632,251 


£4,085,418 


'£ 7 ' 


Sale amount in 1821 -2, as 
per No . 33 of “ Papers, 

Kcc.” 4th June 1829.... 3,566,642 
Balance or deficiency, after 
paying interest on bond- 
debts and dividends, both 
which are, by the Act 
fi3 Geo. III., sect. 57, 
chargeable on “ Commer¬ 
cial Profits” *., 518,776 


£4,085,418 


* The charges included in this sum are stated in the official 
account referred to under the following heads, viz. 

Salaries, emoluments, &c. in 1820-1. ...... ,£95,663 

Expenses in China. 54,735 

Ditto in England.. 173,520 

Interest. 236,287 

Insurance.. 58,654 

£618,849 

JV.Jfjf.—The deficiency above stated is exclusive of avowed loss on the 
outward trade to Canton, which the Court of Directors and their advocates 
have alleged to have been carried on to their own detriment for the benefit, 
of British manufacturers. This loss is stated, in the Lords’ Report on 
Trade, 1820-1, page 118, at £1,668,103 for twenty-six years, averaging, 
therefore, £64,157 per an n uin. 

It is also exclusive of the loss by fire in Canton, in November 1822, 
which is officially stated to be £380,133 ; and in which it is probable that 
goods undisposed of, from the season 1820-21, may have been sacrificed. 

There arc other items in the accounts referred to which would be 
brought into a general statement of the whole period of the existing char¬ 
ter, and which render it probable that the annual Joss or deficiency for the 
whole period would not be less than that above stated. 

3436r/. Will you explain for what part of the Company's 
debt this interest entered by you is charged ?—It is the whole 
interest upon the bond debt in England in the year 1820-21. 
3437 a. No pari of the bond-debt in India ?—No, 
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3438a. Why do you include the charge for interest of 
bond debt in that account of tea?--By the Act of the o3d ol 
the King, it is, as well as the dividends, expressly Chargeable 
on the commercial profits of the East-India Company; and as 
the China trade is avowedly the only source ot profit to them, as 
their other branches of trade, including the export trade to India 
and China, are avowedly attended with loss,_ I >>avo put both 
into this statement, according to the provision of the A^of 
Parliament. Being chargeable on commercial profit, I knov 
not where else to find it. Neither the dividends nor the in- 
terest, it is obvious, can be paid out ot losses. 

3439a. In the charge for freight and demurrage in that ac¬ 
count, do Vovi include the charge for the freight and demurrage 
of that portion of the Company s shipping that went tolpdia 
direct P-From the official accounts that are published, I cannot 
tell what is chargeable to the Indian freight and what to the 
China freight, because they are not so distinguished. I have 
taken this sum from an official document, entitled, A state¬ 
ment of the amounts paid in England for freight and demurrage, 
including cost anil outfit of the Company* own slops, from 
1st May 1814 to the 30th of April 1829. I found this account 
amongslt a collection of others, such as 30, 32, and A exclu¬ 
sively relating to the China trade. I thought, therefore the 
safest way was to take the sum as 1 found it in the official 
account. If this sum does include the Indian freight, f have no 
means of separating the one from the other wrth accuracy, 
know that the tonnage of the year 1820-21 was only aboul 
6,000 tons to India ; and that tonnage, taken at the rate of til, 
or £U, or £13 a ton, which is the rate the Company paid m that 
year, would only diminish the sum, even if it should include In¬ 
dian freight, about £60,000 or £70,000; but having no means 
of stating that on official authority, I thought the best way was 
to give in this sum and to explain it. The result, in either case, 
will still leave a large deficiency. 

3440a* Are the Committee to understand, that ii, in that 
sum, the freight properly chargeable for ships to India Proper 
is included, that will require a deduction to the amount of that 
tonnage from tile amount you debit the tea trade with r~ If 
may be so; but I only state that upon estimate. I have no 
official document to proceed upon with reference to this fact. 

3441a Will you state what amounts appear to have been re¬ 
ceived by the Company as the produce of their tea sales for that 
year ?—The sale amount in 1821-2, ^ per No 33 of the* papers 
which I have before referred to, is £3,«jC6,T>4v.. I he balance 
or deficiency then on this account, after paying interest op bond 
debts and dividends, both of which are by the Act 53 Geo. 111. 
s. 57, c hargeable on commercial profits, amounts to 18,7/0, 
as particularized in the statement. 

3442a. Are the Committee to understand that the result of 
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"account shows a deficiency to the amount of £518,776 on 
the proceeds of the trade, to "pay the charges on trade, the in¬ 
terest of their bond debt, and dividends in this country?—Cer¬ 
tainly in that year, so far as official documents go. 

3443a. Are those several items entered as you would enter any 
other commercial accounts?—This account was drawn out, as 
I stated at the commencement, to support the opinion which I 
have long entertained, that there was not a sufficiency of profit 
on the Company's cornmercml concerns to pay those two items, 
the interest on bond debt and dividends on stock. The account 
may be drawn out in a different form, and I was preparing a 
different view of the account, when I was called into this Com¬ 
mittee. According to that view of the account, if it be balanced 
after the items of freight and demurrage, it will leave a profit 
on the China trade of £276,413, to meet the interest on bond 
debts and the dividends on stock £795,189, whilst the actual 
deficiency is, as before, £518,776. The result is in either case 
the same. 

3444a. Then that account which you have now given in is 
only a division of the former account, leaving the interest on the 
bond debts and the dividends on stock separately ?—Yes; and 
showing, according to either statement, what I have; always con¬ 
tended for, that the profits are inadequate to the payment of 
those two items. 

3445a. In comparing the prime cost in the year 1821 with 
the sale amount in 1821-2, do not you observe that the prime 
cost is estimated upon a quantity of 28,545,000 lbs. of tea, ami 
that in the sale amount there are only 25,493,000 lbs., leaving a 
difference of about 3,000,000 lbs. of tea?—I do; and I ad¬ 
verted to that at the time. With a view of ascertaining what 
could be the cause of that difference, I cast up the columns of 
Nos. 32 and 33, and I find that the sum total of difference 
amounts to nothing more than what a private merchant would 
consider as a fair allowance for wastage and loss of weight upon 
consignments of this description, viz. five per cent. It is pro¬ 
bable, therefore, the difference may be occasioned by wastage, 
for the sums-totai of these columns will, with this allowance, be 
found nearly to correspond; or it may be one year's consump¬ 
tion of tea, which the Court of Directors are always required to 
have on hand by Act of Parliament, the total difference of the 
two columns being only 29,329,859 lbs. 

3446a. In stating the profit of any one particular year, ought 
not you to take that deduction into account ?—Certainly not; 
because the differences I have adverted to will go on from year 
to year throughout the whole period of the two statements ; and 
in as far as these quantities (exclusive of wastage) may be found 
to consist of stock on hand, they are carried to a separate ac¬ 
count. 

3447a. Do you consider the allowance you have made more 
3 K 
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than the average wastage which would be allowed by men 
trading in the article?—I consider it a fair allowance. 

Do you think that 3,000,000 is a fair proportion of 
wastage?—No; 1 have taken five per cent. a 3 the proportion of 
wastage for the whole period. Either that, or the amount of one 
year’s consumption, which the Company are obliged to have 
always in hand in their warehouses, will make the two columns 
nearly to correspond. 

344 9a* In stating the profit and loss of particular years, ought 
not you to take that into the account ?—I should close my ac¬ 
count as a merchant with the monies received and expended, 
that is, with the transactions of the year; I believe every mer¬ 
chant would do the same. I would beg it to be understood that 
I do not give in this statement as a perfectly accurate one, be¬ 
cause the official documents do not admit of it; I only give it in as 
a confirmation of that opinion which I have uniformly held, that 
there is not a sufficiency of commercial profit in the Company ’s 
concerns to pay those two heads of charge, and I think that this 
statement, whatever adjustments may be required with regard 
to certain items in it, clearly proves the fact. 

8450 a. As you have added up the columns for a number of 
years, have you also taken an average of the amount of profit 
or loss in those years?—No, there are no means of doing it 
from official documents; and, as I have said before, I would not. 
trust to any thing but official documents. 

3451a. Then that account is made up by you in the best 
manner you can, from such public documents as are before the 
House of Commons ?—It is. 

3452a. Have you made any inquiry as to the prices of tea at 
Canton, and the prices at which the tea has been sold here?— 

I have. I am in the habit of receiving information on that 
head in our correspondence with China, and from the regular 
price-currents which are transmitted to us. 

3453#. Have you prepared any estimate or comparative table 
of those prices for any one or two years?—I have prepared a 
statement, for the same purpose for which, as before-mentioned, 

I had prepared the other statement, namely, for publication, to 
show what the same quantity of teas purchased in China at the 
Chinese prices would amount to, and the prices for which they 
can be imported into this country by an individual merchant, 
who would charge himself with all the ordinary charges upon 
consignments of this description ; and this is compared with the 
prices which have been charged on the Company's teas for the 
same period. 

3454a. Will you have the goodness to read that statement, and 
show what result you come to by that mode of calculation ?— 

(2 he xvitness delivered in Ike following Statement, which was read 

as follows:) 
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_mevt of the probable Cost at Canton of the different qualities of Tea 22 Mar. 1830. 

necessary to be imported for the supply of the United Kingdom for one 
year, in the proportion, both as to qualities and quantities, of the Teas 
imported in the year 1828-9, as particularized in the printed official papers 
presented by His Majesty’s command, February 1830 ; showing also the 
average price at which they could be disposed of in bond, so as to remu¬ 
nerate with a fair mercantile profit the merchant and ship-owner, giving to 
the latter £30 per ton freight, and to the former 18 per cent, profit, after 
paying freight, insurance, commission, brokerage, and charges of ware¬ 
housing, with allowance for loss of weight, &c. 
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Bohea ........ 

Congo ........ 

Camped . 

Souchong . ... -. 
Pekoe ........ 

Twankay. 

Hyson Skin .... 
Hyson .. . . .. *. 
Gunpowder .... 

lbs. 

3,778,012 
20,142,783 
284,197 
601,739 
131,281 
4,101,845 
213)993 
1,014,923 
645 

Talcs. 

at 14 per pecul 
22 — 

22 — 

28 — 

42 — 

22 — 

24 — 

45 — 

60 — 

1 £ sterling • 
110,191 
923,215 
13,025 
35,101 
11,487 
188,005 
10,698 
95,149 

80 

d. 

at .. 7 per lb. 
11 — 

11 — 

34 — 

19 — 

11 — 
lo ,_ 

1/1 4 - 
2/6 — 

lbs. 

30,269,418 

Cost .. £ 

1,386,951 

av. 11 per lb. 

Freight, 30,000 tons, at ,£10 per ton 
Insurance, 3 percent .. 

300,000 

41,608 

Commission, 2J per cent .. 

34,673 


Cost, with freight, insurance, and com- ? ^ 
mission ... ) 

1,763,232 

or 1/2 per lb* 


In the above calculations the Spanish dollar is taken at 1.9. The rate of 
exchange at Canton was even lower last season, as many bills were drawn at 
3s. 10 d. and Ss. llrf. per Spanish dollar at six months’ sight. The prices 
are a fair average j and it should be observed, that the price-currents from 
Canton, dated in February and June in the last year, quote several of the 
different sorts of tea at from 15 to 25 per cert, lower than the prices on 
which these calculations are founded. 

The statements here submitted furnish an opportunity of comparing the 
prices obtained for teas by the East.India Company during the present 
charter with those at which they may be imported by private merchants. 

It appears by the Parliamentary documents, that the average price of the 
sale of tea at the East-India House in 1828-9 was 2s. 3d. ’97per lb. in bond. 
These calculations show that the same tea may bo imported into this coun¬ 
try at a cost of Is. 2d. per lb., and sold at Is 3d. per lb. in bond, yielding at 
the latter price to the merchant and ship-owner an ample profit, and giving 
an average price of tea, duty paid, of 3s. per lb. instead of 4s. 8d., the price 
which the Company’s average of last year gives. 

It must also be remarked, that the average of 2s. 3d. *97* per lb. is taken 
for the last year as the lowest of fifteen years, while the average of the 
present charter is 2s. 9 d. *92* per pound; and at these rates the sale value 
of the Company’s tea stands as follow's: 

First.—Sold by the East-India Company, 1828 9: 

30,269,508 lbs. of tea, at 2s. 3d. *97 per lb. in bond, is.... £3,527,659 

Duty, at 100 per cent. on... .£3,234,076 

Ditto 96 do. .. * 281,839 

—-- 3,515,913 

Total value of tea-duty paid in one year....€7,043,572 

* These rates are taken from No. 42, p. 124, of the Papers relating to the 
Trade of India and China, February 1830, 
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Total value of tea-duty paid in one.years. -.. £7,943,572 

Assumed price taken in this statement: 

30,260,508 lbs. of tea, average price of 
Is. <Jd. per lb. in bond, is. . ...... £2,270,213 

Duty, at 100 per cent.... £136,407 

Ditto - 96 do... 2.048,453 

2,181,860 


Total value, duty paid, by tills statement 

Additional amount paid by the country for tea in otic 
year, in consequence* of the Bast-India Company’s 


4,455,073 


monopoly. 


£2,588,499 


Secondly.—But if the average price of the present charter be taken ut 
2s . 9d. *92 per lb., it will appear that the same quantity of tea has, under the 
Company’s system, cost the country annually more by £4,091,107 (as per 
statement below) than would have been expended on this commodity if 
allowed to be imported by individuals: 

30,269,508 lbs, of tea, ut 2 s 9d» *92 per lb. in bond, being 

the average price during the present charter.... £4,278,090 

Duty, at 100 per cent, on ....... £4,028,090 


Ditto - 96 per M cent. on 


240,000 


4,208,090 


Total value of tea-duty paid in one year........... 8,546,180 

Assumed price taken in this statement: 

30,269,508 lbs. of tea, average price of Is. 6d. 

per lb. is .. .. £2,270,213 

Duty, at 10 0 per cent, on ...... £136,407 

Ditto - 96 do..... 2,048,153 

-- 2,184,860 

Total value duty paid by this statement.. —- 4,455,073 


Total difference hi one year. 


£4,091,107 


The following exhibits the probable profit of the merchant on the assumed 
average price of Is. 6d. per lb. in bond : 

Shipped in China... tbs. 30,269,508 

Loss of weight and allowance, 5 per cent. 1,513,4 75 

28,756,033 at L\ 6d.,£2,156,709 

Charges of warehousing, &c., 3 per cent. £64,701 

Brokerage, £ per cent....... U,009 


75,710 


Net proceeds.... 

Cost, as per other side, including freight, insurance and 
commission.....*.• 


2,080,999 

1,763,232 


Leaving net profit (or 18 per cent.).... £317,767 


3455a. From what document or authority have you taken the 
prices which you have set down in that statement as the prime 
cost of the teas at Canton?—From prices-current in China, and 
from correspondence on the subject with agents and merchants 
there. 
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<6a. Are they the prices of the first, middle, or lower 22 Mar, 1830 
quality of teas of each kind?—They are the prices of all the 
different kinds of tea sold at the Company's sales in 1828-9; 
nine different kinds of tea* 

3457 a. How do you know that those prices are the prices of 
teas of the same quality with those purchased by the Company's 
servants in China?—They are the prices, and the only prices, 
quoted in the price-currents. 

3458a. Are you in the habit of receiving regular price-cur¬ 
rents from Canton ?— Yes, regularly, I could also state, as a 
further confirmation of the fact, that some of the private tea 
trade of the last year passed through my own hands, and I know 
that it was to the full as good as the Company’s. 

8459a. From what documents have you taken your estimate 
of the average sale of the Company's teas?---From No. 42, 
p. 124, of the u Papers relating to the trade of India and China,” 

February 1830, 

3460a. Are the Committee to understand, |s the result of the 
statement which has now been read, that if the tea; imported by 
the East-India Company in the last year had been imported by 
private merchants, allowing a freight of £10 per ton and 18 per 
cent, profit, the country would have been supplied with the same 
quantity of tea, and of the same quality, at a less sum by 
£2,588,499 than what they have paid to the Company ?—I have 
not the least doubt of it. 

3461a. Do you consider that that would have been without 
any loss to the revenue, or paying the same amount of revenue 
to the Government ?—Certainly not 

3462a. Is your statement of the average price on which you 
have founded the calculation of tea, with regard to the duty, 
taken from the documents which you have mentioned ?—It is 
founded upon the average price of tea for fifteen years, as stated 
in the before-mentioned document, No. 42. 

3463a. Are the Committee to understand that if that trade, 
which has been carried on by the Company for fifteen years, and 
assuming tlie average price given by them, had been carried on 
by private individuals, that the public would have paid less 
during each of those years to the amount of £4,000,000, which 
you have stated ?—Provided 30,000,000 pounds of tea were 
sold in each year. 

3464a* Fins not half of that sum which you state to have been 
paid by the public more than under your calculation would have 
been paid if the trade had been carried on by private individuals 
consisted of duty to the Government?—Certainly; one-half of 
it, or nearly so. 

3465a. Are the Committee to understand that you have 
made in that account all the usual commercial charges for freight, 
warehousing, brokerage, wastage, and that after those allow- 
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830. ances tile merchant would have received his 18 per cent* profit 
clear ?—I have. 

3466a. In that calculation which you have made, you have 
estimated the greatly reduced sale-price of the lea, occasioning 
thereby a great loss in the amount of revenue, the duty on tea 
being an ad valorem duty ; have you considered how that loss 
of revenue which w ould, on that calculation, take place if the 
trade was opened, could be supplied to the Government ?—That 
circumstance struck me immediately upon preparing the former 
Statement; and as I thought it would be desirable that the 
revenue should, at all events, be provided for, I prepared another 
statement, to show how I think, at least, that object might be 
effected. I have that statement here, which I had intended also 
for publication, and which I will deliver in 

[ The xvilncss delivered in the same , which was read as folloxos ; ] 

A Statement, exhibiting the amcmfifctjf Duty which would be levied on the 
'l eas as sohl by the East India Company, 1828~9, if the scale of American 
duties, given in page 49 of the Papers ordered'to be printed by the House 
of Commons 4th June 1829, were adopted; showing also what would be 
the amount, if the importation reached to one-third more than the present 
supply. 


— 

I mported 
lSiS-1829. 

American 
Duly, 
per lb. 

Sterling 

Amount. 

Supposed Impor¬ 
tation of Oiv- 
,third Additional. 

American 

Duty. 

Sterling 

Amount. 


Ibs. 

s. d. 

V. 

lbs. 

.V. (1, 

£. 

Bohea .... 

3,778,012 

0 6 

94,450 

5,037,000 

1 

0 6 

125,925 

Congou •. 

20,142,873 

0 V2j 

1,049,107 


Campoi • 
Souchong 

284,197 

601,739 

0 0 

0 0 

14,801 

31,340 

>• 28,213,000 

0 12} 

1,469,427 

Pekoe .... 

131,281 

0 0 

' 6,837 

) 



Twankay. . 
Hyson Skin 

4,101,845 

213,993 

1,014,923 

1 2 

0 0 

' 239,274 
12,482 

5,754,000 

1 2 

335,650 

Hyson .... 

1 8 

84,576 

1,353,000 

1 8 

112,750 

Gunpowder 

645 

2 1 

a; : 7 

862 

2 1 

90 


30,269,508 

.. £\ 1,532,934 

40,357,862 | 

£ 

2,043,842 


By these calculations it would appear that the present importation of 
tea of 30,000,000 pounds and upwards would only produce a duty, at the 
American rate, of £1,532,931, while the existing actimkrem duty may bn 
calculated to produce £3,515,000. If It is estimated that an increase of 
importation to the amount of one-third, in addition to the present quantity 
(40,357,000 pounds), be taken at the American duty, it amounts to only 
£2,013,000, u sum still very short of ,the duty now produced. It may 
however be presumed that the consumption would be increased one-third; 
and it may be desirable that nearly the syjiTc amount of revenue may be 
secured as is now produced. In order to effect this, it will be more ehn- 
pie to fix a rated duty than to fix an ad valorem one. Indeed difficulties 
will occur at the out-ports in levying the latter, while by the adoption of 
a rated duty there could be no difficulty in the matter The rates at which 
these duties may be fixed are ns follows: 
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Bohea ...,,. 

Congo ........ 

Campoi..... . .. .... .,, 

Souchong, and all other Black Tea, 

except Pekoe *.. 

Twankay ... 

Hyson Skin .. 

Young Hyson ... *. 

Hyson ... 

Gunpowder ...... 

Pekoe ..... 


Rated Duty. 


s. d. 

I — per lb. 

1 9 — 


1 9 

2 8 


The Duty payable on 
tjw Teas Solo at the 
Company’s Sale, 
1S28-9. 


1 64 per lb. 

2 ;*§ - 
2 9“ — 

2 iOi ~ 

2 5| — 

2 3J ~ 
none 

4 if — 

6 6£ — 

3 9| — 


Annexed are the Calculations showing the Amount of Duty at the above 
Bates, on a presumed importation of about 40,000,0001bs. 


— 

Importation 

1898-9. 

With One-third 
additional. 

J Rated Duty. 

f ' VvV 

Amount of Duty . 

Bohea... 

lbs. 

3,778,012 
20,142,873 
284,197 
601,739 
4,101,845 
213,993 
.1,014,923 
645 * 
131,281 i 

lbs. 

5 r v\7 non 

d. 

1 0 per lb. 

£. 

251,850 

Congo. 


Campoi . 

Souchong .... 

T wank ay...... 

Hyson Skin.. .. 
Hyson. 

j-28,038,000 
| 5,754,000 

1 9 — 

1 9 — 

2,453,325 

503,475 

Gunpowder.,.. 
Pekoe . 

i 1,528,000 

2 8 — 

237,080 


) 




30,269,508 j 

40,357,000 


£3,445,730 


With duties fixed at the above rates, an addition of 10,000,000 pounds 
ot tea may be added to the consumption of the country, at a cost of 
£6,472,000 for the entire supply of 40,000,000 of pounds, duty paid. The 
cost to the country of 30,269,000 pounds of tea in 1828-9 was £7,043,000; 
but were it net for the difficulties which are likely to be created at the out- 
ports in continuing an ad valorem duty, the 40,000,600 pounds of tea, which 
would probably be imported would yield about £3,000,000 in revenue, 
without any alteration in the present ad valorem duties, notwithstanding 
the greatest proportion of the teas would sell under 2s. per pound, and be 
t herefore subject to only 90 per cent. This is a case without the bounds 
° by; as in the event of the out-ports participating in the trade 

to China, a rated duty on tea must necessarily be substituted for an ad 
valorem one. 


In making this calculation, I have assumed that there will be 
an increase in the importation to the amount of at least one- 
nurd additional, if the price is reduced ; for tea is now become 
almost a necessary of life, and therefore I have thought it safe 
to luxe the import and sale at forty millions of pounds, instead 
of thirty. 

3467'a, Are the Committee to understand the result of that 
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statement, to be this, that if the quantity of tea required for the 
consumption of England were imported by private merchants at 
the rates at which you conceive they can do it, the community 
would receive 40,000,000 of pounds of tea for £6,000,000 ster¬ 
ling, instead of paying £7,000,000, which they now do, for 
80,000,000 of pounds of tea, the Government receiving at the 
same time the same amount of duty as they did before?—Cer¬ 
tainly, with the trifling difference between the amount of duty 
stated in this table and the present estimated amount of Go¬ 
vernment duty. The difference is only £70,183. 

8468«. Are those calculations founded upon the supposition 
that there will be no increase of price in Canton of the teas, 
although there will be an increase, to the amount of one-third, 
in the consumption ?—They are founded upon the prices which 
I have here taken, averaging Is. 6d. per pound. 

3469a. What grounds have you for supposing that 
40,000,000 lbs. of tea can be purchased in Canton at the 
same rate of price for which we now purchase 30,000,000 lbs. ? 
—If there was a sudden demand for an increased quantity of 
tea, no doubt the price of tea, like the price of every other ar¬ 
ticle under similar circumstances, would be raised for a time, 
but only for a time. The Chinese have the means of producing 
much larger quantities of tea if there was an effectual demand 
for it, and in proportion as they produced larger quantities the 
price would again fall. 

3470 a. Then you conceive that if the increase in the demand 
to the amount of 10,000,000 of pounds were a progressive in¬ 
crease, that additional quantity might be furnished without any 
advance in price?—Without any material advance. 

3471a. Do you not consider that that increase in quantity 
would chiefly be in the lower-priced teas of China?-—Certainly 
in the congou and bobea. 

34<72«. Are those the kinds in general use in China?—All 
the higher classes in China who use tea drink the finest tea; 
and therefore the demand for the finer sorts being of limited 
extent as well in China as in this country, it is probable the 
increase would take place in the lower qualities. 

3473 a. Do not the lower classes usually drink tea in China ?— 
Yes ; and their consumption, as far as it goes, would of course 
be in the lower descriptions of tea. 

3474a. Therefore you suppose the additional demand of 
10,000,000 lbs. out of the whole consumption of China would 

not, in a few years, occasion any great difference in price?_If 

the demand went on gradually increasing, I should think that it 
would not occasion any considerable increase of price; but even 
if it did occasion an increase of price at first, I conceive that as 
the supply would in the course of a very short time meet the 
demand, the price would again fall to its natural level. 
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You have made a statement respecting the revenue 22 MaT18557 
to Government on the supposition that 40,000,000 of pounds f/ , 

would bo consumed; have you made any calculation how the ? 

revenue woufcl be paid, supposing there were no increase be¬ 
yond the present amount or consumption of 30,000,000 lbs. ?••— 

You might do it by collecting the present rates of duty as a 
rated duty. 

34»76«. Do you consider that the same amount of revenue 
might be collected as a rated 'duty, which is stated in No. 41 to 
be die present amount of duty ?—I have never made any calcic 
lation of it; but from a superficial view of this account, 1 should 
say certainly. Taking the sale prices of that account, or 100 
per cent on the sale prices, as a rated duty upon the different 
descriptions of tea mentioned therein^ you would, of course, 
realize the same amount of revenue, or £3,527,659. 

3477c. Are you aware of the quantity of tea which has been 
exported from Canton during the last four or five vears, in 
each year, by the English'-and Americans together ?—I have no 
actual account of it, but it is stated in these official tables. The 
statement No. 27 contains an account of the exports from 
Canton by the Americans intended for European consumption ; 
and the account No. 26 contains the amount of their exports 
for American consumption. These two statements, added to 
the amount of the Company's exports of tea, would show the 
actual amount exported. 

3478 a. Have von made any computation of the average price 
per pound which the Company pays for their tea at Canton 
upon the whole quantity?—1 have no statement to shew it, 
neither have I seen any official document from which I could 
accurately frame it. I think the information can only be sup¬ 
plied with strict accuracy from the India-House. 

3479a. Do you happen to know whether the prices quoted in 
the Canton price-currents are regulated by the prices given by 
the East-India Company for their tea, they being, of course, the 
principal purchasers in that market ?—Being the principal pur- 
chalets4n the market, their purchases will, of course, very ma¬ 
terially influence the prices at which the tea is procured; but 
there are other purchasers in the market, the Americans and 
the Indian merchants, and their demand for tea will, of course, 
have/its effect in. influencing the price: but I should consider 
the Company's'demand for tea to have the chief influence upon • 
the actual price of the tea quoted in the price-currents. 

3480a. Then you consider it a fair datura to consider the cost 
of >he East-India Company's teas Co be the prices stated in the 
Canton price-currents?—Certainly, I do, 

3481a. Are you aware whether the Company’s contract prices 
for tea are those stated in the price currents?—*I think that in¬ 
formation can only be procured, with the accuracy to be de¬ 
pended upon, from the records of the India-House itself. 

3 L 
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3482 a. From your intercourse with persons carrying on the 
China trade, are you aware of any peculiar difficulties in the 
way of merchants trading with China?—Private merchants of 
this country are shut out of China altogether. The merchants 
from India are allowed to carry on a trade between India and 
China; but that trade now, and the consequences of that trade, 
are most materially obstructed by its not being entirely thrown 
open. The great obstructions experienced in this case by the 
Indian merchants may be considered a question of national 
importance. The removal of those obstructions would be at¬ 
tended with immense advantages to this country. 

3483a. By whom are Jhe obstructions interposed ?—By the 
system; that is, by the operation of the Chinese monopoly, 
which is sanctioned by Act of Parliament. 

3484a. Do you mean by the East-India Company or by the 
Chinese?—I mean to say that obstructions arise out of the 
system itself, 

3485a Is it the system adopted by the Chinese, or the sys¬ 
tem as regulated by this country?—I mean the whole system, 
and what is commonly called the Chinese monopoly parti¬ 
cularly. 

3486a. In China or in England ? — Altogether, both in India 
and in China. 

3487a. Do you mean arising from the laws of England or the 
laws of China?—It arises out of the peculiar manner in which 
the trade is carried on, and the operation of the system altoge¬ 
ther upon the trade. 

3488a. Will you explain in what way the system throws diffi¬ 
culties in the way, both as regards the Chinese government and 
the Company's establishment?—I have long been of opinion 
that the Company’s trade has been a source of great injury, not 
only to India, but to this country also; and likewise to have 
involved the Company themselves in all their present difficulties 
and incumbrances. I have no hesitation, indeed, in saying, that 
I consider it, from the official accounts which have been printed 
and published, tp be the sole cause of every fraction of their 
debt, both at home and abroad. In other respects it cannot be 
disputed, now-a-days, that it must be very injurious to any 
country for the sovereign to be carrying on trade on his own 
account in bis own dominions. Such injury is experienced, or 
at all events was experienced, to very considerable extent, during 
the whole of the time I was in India. The Company, from 
having no active circulating capital of their own, are obliged to 
be supplied with funds for the purchase of their teas in China 
from their Indian revenue. A large portion of the revenues 
required tor the China trade is taken in kind on the western 
side of India; in other words, they take a large quantity of 
cotton, or used to do so when I was in Bombay, from the districts 
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ging to themselves, where, as sovereigns of the country, 22 
consider themselves entitled to one-half the gross produce 
of the soil as a land-tax. That one- half, in the cotton districts, 
being taken in kind, the ryots or cultivators were compelled.to 
surrender the other half to the Company’s agents at a certain 
price ; but this price was not a price agreed upon at the time of 
the purchase between the Company’s commercial resident and 
the cultivators* The price was fixed, after the cotton had been 
embarked on board the Company's ships and sent oft to China, 
by a committee, consisting of the judge of the district, the col¬ 
lector of the district, and the commercial resident, who met for 
the purpose of settling the price which the ryots were to receive 
for the remaining half of the cotton, and that price they were 
obliged to take. The price was often below that which they 
could have got from private merchants. This was formerly the 
case on the western side of India, and it is probably the system 
of the present day. Besides which, I have reason to know that 
whenever the Company go into the market for the purchase of 
any commodity in India not under their immediate control, the 
knowledge of their being purchasers has the effect of imme T 
ately raising the price of the article, and it raises it so materially 
in the Indian market as to render it extremely difficult for the 
merchants in India to make remittances to .this country. It 
often happens, therefore, that they cannot send home goods at 
the market price of those goods, except at a dead loss; and their 
legitimate commercial operations, as regards the intercourse 
between India and England, are thus materially obstructed. 

I take this to be entirely owing to the system now prevailing, of 
the government being traders in their own country. It would be 
avast advantage to the Indian merchants, iffchey could be allowed 
to make their remittances by way of China ; but there they are 
obstructed also; and there the obstruction is, as it appears to 
me, of great national importance. If the trade of China were 
perfectly free, the merchants of India would increase their con¬ 
signments to China, and from the sale-proceeds of those con¬ 
signments they might be enabled to purchase the bills of the 
British traders on England at a reasonable rate of exchange, 
and thereby make remittances upon favourable terms. At pre¬ 
sent they are precluded from this advantage; the consequence 
is, that the returns for their consignments to China are necessa¬ 
rily sent back to India; they go back to India partly in bills 
granted by the Supercargoes in China on the Indian govern¬ 
ments at a low rate of exchange, and partly on bullion and 
goods. During the years 1828-9 the exchange from Canton on 
Calcutta was but 200 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars, whilst the 
par of exchange is 207 rupees for 100 Spanish dollars. The 
same thing took place with regard to the exchange on Bombay ; 
private merchants could only get bills at 212 rupees for 100 
Spanish dollars, instead of 220, the real par. The consequence 
of this obstruction is, that private merchants are under the ne- 
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cessity of carrying back such goods, in small quantifies, as ..... 
sell in India; and of late years, particularly aa the Company's 
treasury in Canton has been shut against bills on this country, 
of returning to India with large quantities of bullion. There is 
scarcely a ship that has lately come from Canton to Calcutta that 
has not brought back dollars and Sycee silver to a great amount; 
Instead, therefore, of the ordinary advantages of legitimate traf¬ 
fic, the Indian merchants are actually deprived of those means 
of remittance to England which they are most desirous of ac¬ 
complishing, and through which the national interest would be 
greatly promoted. In this way there is, as I conceive, a most 
important obstruction thrown in the way of the commercial 
intercourse between India and England, by the restrictions on 
trade arising out of the system of the Company's China mo¬ 
nopoly, 

3489a. How does that interference affect the dealings with the 
Chinese at Canton?—The dealings with the Chinese at Can¬ 
ton would be proportionally increased if the trade was thrown 
open, because it would encourage greater exports from this 
country, and larger exports from India to China, if the Indian 
merchants had the means of remitting to England, which they 
are now in search of, and in which they are so much obstructed. 

3190a. Do you consider the exports from China as sufficient 
to afford the means of remittance for all the exports whiph it is 
now so difficult to obtain ?—I have no doubt that from such a 
country as China almost any amount might be provided for the 
purpose of returns to this country, to India, and to other parts 
of the world. 

3491a. On what authority do you form that opinion?—I 
ground it upon the belief that such a country as China, with 
all its varieties of soil and climate, and occupied by a naturally 
industrious population, cannot fail to produce all the articles 
which it now yields in far greater quantities than it now does, 

3492a. Have you any communication or information enabling 
you to form an opinion of the anxiety of the Chinese to extend 
their trade?-I believe that the Chinese are a perfectly com¬ 
mercial people. Wherever the Chinese have been established, 
in Sincapore, in Java, in Borneo, and in the others eastern islands 
where they are settled in great numbers, they are found to be the 
principal traders, and the most industrious people in the coun¬ 
try. I therefore take the Chinese, generally speaking, to be a 
perfectly commercial people, and exceedingly anxious to extend 
their commercial dealings, in spite of any restrictive regulations 
that may be imposed upon them by the Chinese government. 

3493a. Have you had any specific examples brought to 
your notice of the desire on the part of the Chinese, in other 
ports than Canton, to open a communication with English mer¬ 
chants?—Yes. I have in my possession an extract of a letter 
from an European merchant who, had visited China, to his friend 
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■spondent in Calcutta. It is dated Canton, 19th Sep- 22 
1823, and the extract id as follows: 

u The Manilla people only are allowed liberty to trade to Amoy, 
which would have been granted to us could we have waited. A 
mandarin followed us seven miles from the port of Amoy to entreat 
our return , which, however, our plans would not admit of. We 
experienced civil treatment, even from the mandarins ofrank, and 
the complaisance of the inhabitants generally formed an agreeable 
contrast to the haughty demeanour of the lowest here (Canton), 
The single circumstance of foreigners not being denied women (as 
they are most rigidly here. Canton) speaks volumes. No foreigner is 
allowed to remain after the departure of his ship. As far as we 
could learn, no charge similar to measurement-duty is levied oa 
foreign ships. The government revenue is derived* from an export 
duty, which the foreigner pays on his export cargo: but this duty 
appears to be not fixed; and I suspect tne injudiciousness of the 
mandarins in increasing it beyond bounds, is tne cause of the dis¬ 
continuance of the trade by the Manilla people. It is probable that, 
with a view to bring it back, the mandarins, would now be more 
reasonable. They seemed to say that the Hong merchants of Amoy 
are pretty much in the bankrupt situation of those here (Canton). 
They inquired much for most of the articles from the eastern isles 
imported in their junks; and also for rice, for which they rely mainly on 
Formosa ; but we could form no idea of the price to be obtained for 
them. The prices of the; European articles we saw in the shops 
were not so much above the Canton rates as was to be expected. I 
am very keen for an adventure to Amoy, for the purpose of opening 
new channels for opium in that quarter, the chief mart of its con¬ 
sumption ; but it is too weighty a concern for us to undertake 
singly; and I have contented myself with writing to Manilla for 
information, and with sounding our friends there on the subject. As 
you have already adventured in a Chinese bottom, you will, I hope, 
give a lift to our plans also. The foreign trade in junks is not 
contraband in China, since the accession of the present family (about 
l(j6(h) It is connived at by the government, and is, I believe, evert 
licensed at Amoy . I do not see why a junk could not load goods 
at Amoy or elsewhere, as if for a foreign port (Manilla, Batavia, 
&c.), and afterwards tranship them to a foreign vesseL waiting in 
the neighbourhood” 

3494*z. What, in your opinion, would be the result of 
opening the trade with China to Englishmen generally ?—X 
believe it would have the effect of extending the commercial 
intercourse between this country and the East most materially. 

I ventured in the year 1813 to predict that that would be the 
consequence of opening the trade to India. That opinion is 
most abundantly proved by No. 40 of the ci Papers relating to 
the Finances of India,” which is contained in the collection pre¬ 
sented by Ins Majesty's command in February 1830, and now 
on this table. It was stated at that time (1813) by the advocates 
of the Company, that it was impossible to increase the export 
trade to India. I ventured to entertain a different opinion ; and 
I refer to this statement. No. 40, in support of the opinion I 
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then gave. That statement shows that, on the average of 
sixteen years, the Company's exports of goods to India were only 
3,85,650 rupees per annum, whereas the av erage of sixteen years" 
exports by private individuals from Great Britain is 1,56,96,078 
rupees. The treasure exported by the East-Xndia Company 
averages 12,15,291 rupees, and by individuals 24,40,113 rupees. 
The total of the exports by the East-lndia Company is there¬ 
fore 57,10,344 rupees, and by private individuals 1,81,36,191 
rupees. If the whole of the exports by individuals from foreign 
Europe and America contained in that statement be added to 
the English exports, it will give a total of 2,82,54,537 rupees by 
individuals, against 50,71,344 rupees by the Company. Thus the 
trade to India is proved to have been capable of in crease, which I 
then maintained would be the case; and though this increase ex¬ 
ceeds even my expectations, considering all circumstances, still, 
great as it is, I have a most perfect conviction that if the trade 
to China was also opened, there would be a far greater increase 
of the exports from this country than is exhibited in this state¬ 
ment. 

3495 a. Are you not aware of the peculiarities of the Chinese 
government with regard to trade, and that a comparison cannot 
therefore be fairly made between India and China as to any 
expected increase ?~ I know that the Chinese government have 
imposed restrictive regulations upon the foreign trade of their 
own country ; but I know, at the same time, that these regula¬ 
tions are completely set at nought by the commercial spirit of 
the people. 

3496a. Are you aware that the Chinese government prohibit 
entirely the exportation of silver?—they do. 

34 07a. Have you any means of stating to the Committee 
what quantities are annually exported notwithstanding those 
prohibitions ?—I have already stated in a former answer, that 
large quantities of silver were necessarily exported from Canton 
to Calcutta, and to Bombay, In consequence of the low rate of 
exchange prevailing there, and the impossibility of the Indian 
merchants getting a remittance for their funds to this country via 
China. I have in my office in the city various accounts of remit¬ 
tances of bullion to Bengal and Bombay in different seasons; but 
just previous to my coming down to the Committee! fell in with 
a Canton price-current and register, which gives the following as 
the exports of bullion from Canton to Calcutta and Bombay in"the 
year 1828. The exportation to Bengal in dollars was 2,169,837. 
In Sycee silver, 19,210; South American silver, 55,273; total* 
2.244,320 dollars. The exportation to Bombay in dollars, 
Sycee and South American silver, 3,423,659 dollars. Total 
exported, 5,667,979 dollars. The importations of dollars in the 
season 1828 are stated in the same register to amount to about 
2,304,800; and the circulation of Company’s bills on the Supreme 
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ernraent of Bengal would probably not amount to more than 22 
Seventeen lacs of dollars. I copied this information out of the 
printed register;, dated 26th February 1628, Jt 

3498#* Are you not afraid that if the trade were thrown open 
by removing the Company's present exclusive privilege, there 
might be danger of interruption to the trade with Englishmen ? 

— Not the least. I am clearly of opinion that we have means, 
and more powerful means,* of controlling the trade with China, 
than the Chinese government itself. 

3499a. On what do you found that opinion?—From the 
printed official statements before the public. It appears in one 
of them, viz. No. 29 of Papers, &c. 4th June 1829, that out of 
15,000,000 of imports into Canton in one year, 11,000,000 
were of the article of opium. Now the Chinese, although it 
is a prohibited article, are in the constant habit of using it, 
the higher ranks as well, as the lower ranks. They cannot 
therefore do without it.. It is well known that those persons 
who are in the habit of using opium cannot leave it off; the 
Chinese would therefore require importations of opium to the 
same extent as formerly. They require also large supplies of 
dollars ; for it is a curious fact, as stated in the register I have 
before quoted, that the importation of dollars into China in the 
year referred to was only 2,304,800, when the exports to Bom¬ 
bay and Bengal amounted to above 5,600,000. In this state of 
export and import, it is therefore clear that China must be in 
constant need of a supply of dollars, which, in the case supposed, 
it could only procure from private traders. The Chinese also 
.require to be supplied, as stated in the extract of the letter I 
gave in, with rice from the jaland of Formosa. It is understood 
that two, at least, of the provinces on the eastern side of China 
are deficient in that commodity, and that if those supplies were 
stopped it would go a great way to create disturbance in the 
country. Although I do not anticipate any such obstruction 
as is contemplated in the question (for I have no idea that the 
Chinese would have the least objection to the opening of the 
trade), still if measures of coercion should be rendered eventually 
necessary, the employment of two or three cruizers upon the 
coast would effectually prevent the entrance of those very im¬ 
portant supplies into China, which I have above enumerated; 
the consequence of which would be great distress to the 
Chinese themselves, and, in all probability, immediate con¬ 
cessions and advances for a renewal of friendly intercourse, 
even if they had been previously disposed, under the orders of 
their own government, to obstruct it. Let it also be recollected 
that they would have, if the trade were stopped, large supplies 
of tea on hand; and if they could not sell those teas to English 
merchants, 1 should be glad to know to whom they would sell 
them. In this respect our means of influencing the trade are 
also great, for a stoppage of the tea-trade would be attended 
with incalculable distress to a vast mass ? of population in the 
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tea districts; it is therefore to the full as much their interest 
to sell os it is ours to buy. But if all these means and powerful 
incentives were to fail, we have still a hope left; for it is well 
known by those gentlemen who have lived in the Eastern 
Islands for some time, that the Chinese merchants established 
in those islands would at any time contract with foreigners upon 
the spot to supply any quantity of tea, and of my quality that 
might be desired. If therefore English ships were prohibited 
going to China, I conceive that supplies of tea and other Chinese 
articles might just as easily be got from Sincapore, or Java, 
and other ports in the Eastern Archipelago, as they can now 
from China itself. These then are the grounds of my belief, 
that, under all circumstances, we have the means of controlling 
the trade with China, even more effectually than the Chinese 
government itself; for when the Chinese merchants and the 
mass of the community find that they have an interest in carry¬ 
ing on certain branches of trade, they will do it; as is sufficiently 
manifest id their importation of opium, and export of silver, in 
spite of the most severe laws that can be enacted by their own 
government. 

3500a. Are you of opinion, that it is aa much the interest of 
China to trade with us, as it is of England to trade with China? 
—I think so, if not more. 

3501a. In what way do you consider that a few English 
cruisers would so influence the Chinese government as to oblige 
them to open the trade, if, by any circumstance, it was once 
interrupted ?—I allude to that as an extreme case, arid of course 
only to be resorted to in the event of its being found indis¬ 
pensably necessary, or justified by «ome previous act of aggres¬ 
sion on the part of the Chinese authorities. I am far from 
til inking it one that is likely to happen; but if it should be 
necessary to control the government of China by force, I think 
that, by the means I have suggested, you might effectually ac¬ 
complish die intended object. I repeat, however, that I do 
not anticipate you ever would be obliged to have recourse to 
any such measure of hostility ; for my firm belief is, that the 
Chinese would gladly hail the approach of free-traders, and 
receive their goods, giving theirs in return, without the least 
difficulty. 

3502a. Have you known of any circumstance obliging the 
Chinese government to make terms with individuals interrupt¬ 
ing their trade ?—I am not acquainted with any that I could 
speak very decidedly to; I have heard of such occurrences, but 
the public records are probably the best authority on this head. 

3503a. Do you suppose it would be necessary to export 
bullion to China for the purchase of tea, silks, and other articles 
which would be required by the extended trade you contem¬ 
plate?—Certainly not, no more than it is now necessary to 
export bullion to India. The trade would soon fall into chan- 
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__ hich would render it easy for British merchants resorting 22 Mar. 1830. 
to China to furnish themselves with funds., by giving hills to —~ 
India merchants, or their representatives in China, or to agents R ' ltchau *> 
on the spot; and funds would thus be raised to any required 
extent upon reasonable terms, such as would enable .the trade 
to be carried on, in all probability, with advantage to both 
parties. 

3504a!; Is it your opinion that the operation of the trade at 
Canton would be equally beneficial to India as to England, in 
promoting the general commerce between all the three coun¬ 
tries ?—The advantage that would result to the Indian mer¬ 
chants from making the trade to China perfectly free, and by 
thus promoting British exports, appears to me to be absolutely 
incalculable. 

3505a. Is not the export of goods to India at the present 
moment limited by the difficulty of obtaining returns?—Most 
certainly; in the way I have explained. 

3 506a. Is it your opinion that the exports from China to 
England, and to the rest of the world, which might be available 
by English merchants, would-ternove that difficulty, and con¬ 
sequently increase the general trade, not only from China, but 
from England to India?—-It would, in my opinion, increase it 
incalculably. I cannot express my conviction on this head too 
strongly. 

3507a. And these are the grounds on which you consider 
such advantages would accrue to both India and England from 
a free intercourse with China?—Yes. 

3508a. Do you know hchv the Company pay their invest¬ 
ments in China, as it is evident from the official returns that 
they do not send out manufactures equal to purchase their in¬ 
vestments ?—I have always been of opinion, eve!* since I had 
the first opportunity, in the year 1812-13, of analyzing the Com¬ 
pany’s accounts, that their trade is entirely supplied by their 
revenues; and that, so far from their commerce ever being of 
the slightest aid to the territorial concern, it is the territory 
that alone supports and upholds their commerce. They could 
not, In my opinion, carry on trade without the support of the 
revenue. Their supplies of investments, both from India and 
China, are invariably furnished by Indian revenues. 

3509a. Is it your opinion that the government of India, under 
these circumstances, would be maintained better by the Com¬ 
pany not being traders, either to India or to China, than as 
they now are?—I arii quite sure that ifc would. I have no 
doubt that ifc would be found, upon-a careful examination, ol the 
official accounts which have been laid before Parliament, that 
there has been a surplus revenue from the territories of India, 
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B30. to a very, considerable amount, for the last thirty-five or thirty- 
six years at the least, which accounts I have had an opportunity 
of inspecting. That surplus revenue would have enabled the 
Company to carry oil the political concern without any foreign 
aid whatever. I consider, on the other hand, that the commerce 
of the Easfc-India Company is the sole cause of. all their incum¬ 
brances and debts. I avail myself with pleasure of the oppor¬ 
tunity which the question affords me* of adding my unreserved 
belief from a careful examination of the records of the India 
Company, which have been printed and circulated in four large 
folio volumes, for the use, I believe, of their servants abroad— 
from the ability displayed in those records, and the anxious 
disposition uniformly expressed to promote the welfare of their 
territorial possessions, that the East-India Company will be 
found to be by far the best organ or instrument that His 


Majesty’s Government can employ for the future political ad¬ 
ministration of that country; and l do lament most sincerely 

that t.llPV fihmilrl Milrslr --.-I... _ 


J J “ ■ *• iiturviid IUVOK <J1II Wi V,. I V 

that they should ever think it necessary to mix up a commercial 
character W'ith their political one, inasmuch as I conscientiously 
believe their commerce to be their bane. 


35I0«. VV r ili you be prepared, at a future period, to submit to 
the Committee a statement, showing how far the revenues of 
India are, in your opinion, from the documents laid before Par¬ 
liament, adequate to maintain the government of that country 
whithout the aid or interference of commerce?—Yes, I am 
perfectly prepared to prove it now. 

35I1«. You have stated, that by the Company going into the 
market in India as merchants, considerable derangement and 
increase ol price takes place at various places where their in¬ 
vestments are purchased : are you able to state what effect the 
sales of those investments have on the general state of com¬ 
merce in England, when they take place ?—As far as regards 
their interfering with the purchase of goods in India, I have 
already stated, that whenever the Company’s agents are known 
to be in the market, it invariably has the effect of running up 
the prices from 15 to 30 per cent- The price of cotton, for 
example, I have known to be run up by this cause. Since I 
have left India I have also known of many instances, from cor¬ 
respondence I have carried on with India, where the same effect 
has been produced in other articles. I remember, upon one 
occasion, that when the Company first entered into the indigo 
trade, the government of Bengal were afraid of making their 
purchases openly for the Company’s investment. They em¬ 
ployed an agent upon the spot to make purchases for them. It 
was very soon found out by the resident merchants of Calcutta 
that there was a Company’s agent in the market, and the price 
was run up in the course of about eight or ten days from 190 
rupees a maund to 230, 240, and 250 rupees a maund. I 
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ypen to know of one house in Calcutta, that having made a 
purchase of a considerable quantity of indigo at 190 rupees per 
maund, sold it in a few days afterwards for 230 or 240 rupees 
per maund, and thus realized upon the resale of it, in conse¬ 
quence of the Company being in the market, between three and 
four lacs of rupees before they had had time to pay for the 
original purchase. 

3512a. Would not that rise in price be occasioned by any 
other great customer coming into the market?—By such a 
customer as the East-India Company. 

3513ft. Do you know any persons trading to India who have 
the capital at command that the East-India Company have, to 
go into the market and purchase so largely of any commodity? 
—I know of no capital that the Company possess, except what 
they obtain annually from their revenues in India; but that 
capital is so enormous, that it is impossible for any private 
merchant to compete with them. 

3514ft. Can you state any effect that has been produced on 
the markets in England by the Company’s sales of their large 
purchases ?—In some instances it may affect the markets here ; 
but the Company’s sales in general of their goods have been 
very fairly made, and I would not say that it affects the markets 
here materially, although in some instances it may have done so. 

3515ft. You consider the effects to be principally in their 
making their purchases in India?—That is the great cause of 
derangement, and which is absolutely ruinous to the commer¬ 
cial intercourse between the two countries. 

3516ft. Are you able to state how far that principle may 
apply to their purchases in Canton?—Their purchases in Canton 
are made, as I stated before, by supplies, in a great measure, 
which are forwarded from India in goods to Canton for that 
purpose; those goods are either taken in kind from the revenues 
of India, as I have before explained in respect to the wqst of 
India, or else they are purchased in the public market, as in 
Bengal, at a price far above that which the private merchants 
would give; and as long as the China monopoly is continued, 
these injuries will also be perpetuated. 

3517ft. You refer now to the proportion of goods which the 
Company purchase in India?—Yes. 

3518ft. How does that affect the purchase of tea?—Upon a 
fair mercantile statement of the concern, it would certainty 
affect the out-turn of the speculation. 

3519ft. Do you mean to say that much of the Company’s 
revenue is collected in kind in Bombay ?—I know that ft was 
when I was in India, in the cotton districts belonging to the 
company on the western side of the peninsula. They were 
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'* constantly in the habit of taking their proportion of the co 
produce; or half of the gross produce, in kind. 

3520a.' Was not that always a very small proportion of the 
cotton exported from India to China?—Not a small proportion, 
i know that in Bengal they purchase cotton ; hut I have letters 
from gentlemen in Calcutta., stating that the prices in the year 
1821 of cotton to the East-India Company was about, 25 rupees 
per inaund, when it was procurable by private merchants at the 
rate of 15. This was ascertained from the circumstance of the 
Company having sent out orders to Calcutta, that the. com¬ 
manders and officers of theiwships should only be allowed to 
take "cot ton to China on condition of taking it from the Com¬ 
pany at the prices which it cost them. In another year it was. 
stated that the cost was in the same way to the captains and 
officers of the Indiamen 18 rupees, when the current market 
price of it in Calcutta was 14. 


8521 a. \\ hat, in your opinion, would be the effect of opening 
the trade to China to the English generally; would it give the 
British merchants any advantage over the Americans and 
Dutch, or other people, for the supply of Europe?—Avery 
great advantage over all other nations; and that advantage 
would arise out of the facilities which I have before mentioned, 
that would be mutually granted to each other by the Indian and 
the British traders. It would also give a great advantage to 
British merchants, in as far as it would enable them to supply 
all our colonies, South America, ‘and even the countries of 
Europe, with Chinese produce, which they could do then upon 
better terms than the Americans, or the French, or the Por¬ 
tuguese, or Dutch, or any other nation that has been in the 
habit of trading to China. The advantages of opening the 
trade to China, both to England and to India, as I before said, 
appear to me to be quite incalculable. 

3522a, Are our colonies principally supplied with Chinese 
produce bv other countries ?—The Americans now participate 
very largely in the carrying trade; but I have had conversa¬ 
tions my sc it with Americans on this very subject, and their 
apprehension is, that if the trade to China were once thrown 
open to British merchants, they (the Americans) would be 
entirely thrown out of the market. There is doubtless some 
cause for this alarm, from what has already taken place in 
India. In consequence of the degree of freedom given to the 
trade in India since 1813, British merchants have completely 
excluded the Americans from that country; it is therefore no 
unreasonable conclusion that the same effect would be produced 
by opening the trade to China. The Americans are at all 
events alive to it as a probable result. 
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Martis, 23 die Marin ? 1830. 

HENRY WILLIAM MASTER SON, Esq. called in, and 
examined. 

3523a. 1 believe you are vice-consul at Rotterdam ?—I am. 23 Mar, 1830. 

3524a, You do not receive any salary ?~~ No ; I have never jaw. Master son 
received any remuneration from any one on that account. Esq . 

3525a. Are you engaged in trade ?—For the last fifteen years 
I have had the superintendence of a commercial concern at Rot¬ 
terdam. 

3526a. Is that commercial concern upon an extensive scale ? 

—It has been upon an extensive scale. 

3527a. Have you directed much of your attention to the tea- 
trade in Holland ?—I have for the last ten or twelve years 
past. 

3528a. Gan you exhibit any view of the tea-trade, and for 
what period ?—I can lay before the Committee a statement 
made up by myself, containing a view of the Netherlands tea- 
trade for the last twelve years, distinguishing the quantity im¬ 
ported by the Dutch, and by Americans, the only other parties 
who have been engaged in the trade. About halt a million ot 
quarter-chests of tea have been imported in that period, giving 
an average annual importation of about 41,000 quarter-chests. 

3529a. Does that include the whole of the Netherlands ?-— 

It includes Belgium and the whole of the Netherlands. The 
statement exhibits about three-fifths of the trade in the hands 
of the Americans, and two-fifths only in the hands ot the Dutch, 
during the whole of that period. The statement shows also the . 
duties^ and prices ; the duty varies from five-eighths of a penny 
per English pound to four-pence and five-eighths, according to 
circumstances, bringing it into English money and weights. 

3530a. Is that an ad valorem duty ?—No; there was an ad 
valorem duty of 10 per cent, in 1818, when this statement com¬ 
mences ; but some alteration was then made with a view of 
favouring the Dutch flag, which has not, however, had that 
efFect: indeed the duties are so low, that the difference between 
importations by Dutch and foreign flags is only about an English 
penny in the lower prices, and on the higher prices it is nothing. 

3531a. Are there any duties paid upon importations in foreign 
bottoms into the Dutch ports ?—For the lower sorts ot teas, 
instead of five-eighths of a penny by a Dutch vessel, it is one 
penny and five-eighths by foreign vessels, and there is a duty of 
a tenth upon English vessels; that is a general additional duty 
upon ail articles imported in English vessels. 

3532a. Will you have the goodness to deliver in the state¬ 
ment you have prepared?—[ The witness delivered in the same, 
which was read > as follows;] 
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IMPORTATIONS 

1. 


NetherUrtd 

Vesnels. 

United States 
Vessel*. 

1 


u? 

If! 

* ©c. 

5 Quantity 
• 

■Ill 

■ Quantity 
» inwlioli 
. or broke 
i Cargoes 

f ,i TOTAL 

n Imports .! 

1818 

6 

i chests 
37,381 

8 

j chests 

53,154 

>« ^ chests. 
90,535 

1819 

1 

6.948 

11 

52,981 

59,929 

1820 

3 

14,029 

j 12 

59,343 

73,372 

1821 

1 

6,279 

2 

10,934 

17,213 j 

1822 

2 

8,987 

4 r 

19,037 

28,024 

1823 

— 


4 ; 

• 

26,192 

26,192 

1824 

1 

6,811 

2 . j 

6,212 

13,023 

1825 

1 

6,364 | 

■ •/•'•Ft 

5 : 

30,860 

37,224 I 

1826 

6 

37,764 


8,004 

45,768 

1827 

4 1 

1 

23,583 

itf. .< 

i 

4,455 

28,038 |l 

1828 

4 

29,834 

l 

3 J'-J 

■ j 

16,838 

4 <>,672 / 

1829 

3 ; 

21*034 r 

1 

5,358 

26,392 ( 


32 jl 

99,014 

53 293,368 - 

492,382 


TEA TRADE TO 


DUTIES ON 


By ,N« Ouiland Vessels. 


10 per cent, ad valorem. 


If Imported direct: 

Bohea and low Congo, 5Y y ^ths of a 
guilders 6 cents per 100 Ne~ >penny per 

therlond lbs.J Eng. lb. 

Other sorts, 10 guilders 12 V ^|ths of a 

cents...y penny. 

If imported indirect.: 

Bohea and low Congo, 16 ^ ^ - P® nn y 
guilders 19 cents...Jg* E "°' 

Other sorts, 32 guilders 38 ) „ 
cents..£ a pence. 

r If imported direct, and in ivholc Cargoes;' 
Bohea and low Congo, 7 Y $ths of a 
guilders per 100 INetherlami > penny per 

lbs* .....,... J Eng. lb. 

Other sorts, 12 guilders J 

(a penny. 

If imported indirect , in broken Cargoes: 
Bohea and low Congo, |gO|tha°fa 

guilders. .. ) !? enn >’ P* r 

C Eng. lb. 

All other sorts, 34 guilders 3 pence. * 

Imported direct, in whole Cargoes ; 

As before. 


If imported indirect, in. broken Cargoes : 

Bohea and low Congo; 27 Y 2$ pence 
per .100 Netheriand >per Er 


lbs 


Jib. 


All other sorts, 51 guilders,. 4f the pence 


—The different sized packages of tea have all been brought to quarter-chests in the 
above Table. The £ chest, taken at 66 English lbs. net, makes the average annual import 
2,700,000 lbs. The average consumption is estimated at 2,600,000 lbs. 

Rotterdam, the.8th March, 1830. 
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ETHERLAND8. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


By Foreign Vessels. 


- ,,.. 

No difference 




/ No difference .... 



r. 


! Bohea and low J 

1 If ths 

'Congo, 18 guilders:> 

- penny per 

iper 100 N. lb_ ) 

1 Eng.' lb. 

f All other sorts. 1 „ 

^4 guilders. J 

^ j pence. 


PRICES 

(Duty paid), 

Taken about the middle of each Year. 


fn Dutch Money, 
per £ Netherlnnd lb. 


Black, 1] to 51 stivers, per J 
N. lb. (low Bohea to fine 

Souchong). 

Green,23 to 76 stivers (com, 5 
mon Skin to fine Hyson) J 
Black, 10 to 50 stivers... 


In English Money, 
per English lb. 


j Green, 16 to 56 —« 
! Black, 10 to 42 —- 
Green, 17 to 54 — 
Black, 10 to 40 — 


s. (L s. d. 

Black, 0 10 to 3 10 

Green, 1 9 to 5 7J 

Black, 0 9 to 3 9 

Green, i 2$ to 4 2f- 

Black, 0 9 to 3 2 

Green, 1 3 to 4 0 

Black, 0 9 to 3 0 


Green, 16 to 42 — . j Green, 1 2$ to 3 2 


If direct, in whole Carq oes : 

Bohea and low 1 Ifths 

Congo, 18 guilders, J penny 

All other sorts, \ 

34 guilders. / 3 P ence ' 

Indirect, and in broken Cargoes : 

Bohea and low > m 
Congo, 27 gmUlers.J 2 » P ence - 
All other sorts,) 4 J ths 

. S pence. - 


LSI guilders. 


Black, 16 to 48 — 
Green, 22 to 56 — 
Black, 15 to 42 ~*~ 
Green, 25 to 51 — 

Black, 16 to 45 —« 

Green, 27 to 50 — 

Black, 16 to 55 — 

Green, 28 to 60 — 

Black, 10 to 45 —~ 

Green, 19 to 46 — 

Black, 10 to 40 — 
Green, 18 to 48 — 

Bla^k, 9 to 45 — 

Green, 15 to 42 —. 

Black, 10 to 48 — 
Green, 17 to 50 — 


Black, I 2J to 3 7 
Green, 1 8 to 4 34 

Black, 1 1$ to 3 2 

Green, 1 104 to 3 10 
Black, 1 2f to 3 4} 
Green, 1 11 to 3 9 
Black, 1 2\ to 4 I.J 

Green, 2 1 to 3 9 

Black, 0 9 to 3 4\ 
Green, l 5 to 3 5J 


Black, 0 9 to 3 0 
Green, 1 4 to 3 7 

Black, 0 8 to 3 4J 

Green, 1 1J to 3 2 

Black, 0 9 to 3 7 
Green, 1 3 to 3 9 


N.B.—-From &th to -j^ths of a penny must be added to the foregoing specific duties on tea, 
lor the general augmentation on the duties of all goods, which varies from year to year, and 
has fluctuated between 13 and 15 per cent. H. W. Mastkrsov. 
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3533a. What is the population of the Netherlands ?—>S 
lions; two millions for Holland, and four millions for Belgium. 

3534 a. Do the Belgians consume much tea ?—Comparatively 
with the Dutch, very little. , .. 

3535a. Is any part of the tea brought into Holland exported? 
—A portion is exported, but a very small one, as Hamburgh 
competes with Holland in the exportation to the interior of 
Germany. Some portion of tea goes from Holland even as fur 
as Poland; it is supposed with the intention of smuggling it into 
Russia.' * ' 

3536a. Does any of it find its way up the Rhine ?—Yes, some 
green tea to Germany, and some black tea to Poland, for the 
purpose I have mentioned. 

3537a. Do the Dutch consume more black or more green 
tea ?—The Dutch consume more black than green teas. Some 
rovinces, Friesland for example, more green than black. Bra- 
ant, which is supplied from Holland, as it imports very little 
tea, takes chiefly green tea from Holland. Some very fine 
hyson and gunpowder tea is supposed to find a particular de¬ 
mand, at present, in Holland for Brabant, for the consumption 
of the numerous English settlers in Brussels and that quarter, 
who take the higher-priced teas. 

. 3538a. Idas the consumption of teas in Holland been increas¬ 
ing since 1818?— It has'been stationary; it is supposed to be 
about 2,400,000 pounds Dutch, about 2,700,000 pounds Eng¬ 
lish. The consumption is supposed to be about 40,000 chests : 
the importation is about 41,000 chests. 

3539 a. Can you describe the quality of the tea consumed in 
Holland ?—From my own knowledge, I will not take upon 
myself to speak of the quality of tea. I have brought with me 
samples of a cargo of tea which is now selling at Amsterdam, 
and which is considered by the trade in Holland as a good cargo, 
and may be considered a fair specimen of tea exported from 
China by foreigners; these samples are of tea which will have 
been sold on the 17th instant. 

[ The witness produced the same .] 

3540a. Have you any means of knowing whether that is the 
same quality or inferor in quality jto that which is consumed in 
England ?—From my own knowledge I cannot pretend to speak; 
but I have a case in point, of a person in Holland having re¬ 
quired some tea, about a year since, of a particular quality, 
good souchong, which was not at that time to be obtained m 
Holland. Ho sent a sample of wdiat he required to a merchant 
in England. 1 have the letter with me which he received in 
reply, and I will produce it: it is dated London, the 2d of 
May 1829, and it is as follows:—“ My broker has just tasted 
the saniole of tea referred to in yours of the 18th ultimo, 
and pronounces it superior to any we have here at the present 
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foment. Some equal to itmay arrive by the ships daily expected; 23 Mnr. 1830. 
and if so, he will report to me, and it shall be communicated to 
you, and for that purpose the remainder of your sample will be 
retained : it would be worth here, I mean as a legal importation, 

4tf. 2d. to 4,v. 4d. per lb.” The grocer's shop price for that tea in 
Rotterdam was 42 stivers, duty of 3^ stivers paid ; or at the rate 
of 2s* 1 QfaL per English pound, duty off. 

3541 a. Was there much of that tea, a sample of which was 
sent to this country, in Holland ?—There was none of it. I pre¬ 
sume that the person in question had five or six quarter-chests ot 
it, a portion of a parcel he had bought from the cargo of the 
American ship Washington. 

3542a. Was it select tea ?—I know nothing of it further than 
that he had bought some of the tea, and wanted some more. 

3543a. Do you happen to know whether it arose from the teas 
in England being two years old that the dealer of Rotterdam 
could not obtain tea of a similar quality to the sample he sent 
over ?—I never heard any detail further than this letter exhibits, 
which he put into my hands at the time. 


3544a. Do you mean to state, that it is the course of trade 
for merchants in Holland to send for tea to England in that way ? 
-—No, it is quite an uncommon thing ; I never beard of such a 
thing before. It was the grocer's own idea that he could get the 
tea lie wanted in that way. 

3545a. Do you mean to say 4.y. 4 d. is the average price of 
souchong at the Company's sales?—No, it was a particularly 
good quality. The letter states that there was no quality so good 
here at the time, but that the price would be 4$. 4 d, for that 
quality, the price of which was 42 stivers in Holland. 

3546a. Is not the souchong a black tea ?—It is. 

3547a. Is that of the highest quality?—It is not the highest 
priced in Holland : we have souchong in Holland as high as 56 
stivers, but there was none of that particular description in the 
market. 

3548a. Can you give the Committee any idea of the relative 
prices of tea in' England and Holland?—I can give no better 
idea of the relative prices thah by this instance; the prices in 
the table I have delivered in show that tea has been very sta¬ 
tionary in value ; there has been very little fluctuation for ten 
years ; 8 d- has been the lowest price, and 10c?. the highest for 
the lowest quality of bohea; this is the wholesale price, duty 
paid. 

3549a. Have you any account of all the descriptions of teas ? 
—To make up the table I have delivered in, I have taken 
three descriptions of black tea, bohea, congo, and souchong; 
and two descriptions of green, hyson-skin and hyson. The 
prices have varied during twelve years, for black tea. from bohea 
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B30. to the bc3t souchong, as follows ; the lowest rates have been 
from 8 d. to 10#., and the highest from 3$,4vfed t to 4s. 1J& 

3550a. Then the fluctuation has been fb/ the lowest quality 
from 8 d. to 10 d,, and for the best quality from 3s. 4^d. to 4s; I M. ? 
—Yes, that has been the greatest fluctuation in twelve years. The 
lowest price I find of hyson skin is Is. 8 d., duty paid ; and the 
highest price for that lowest quality of green seems to be 2s. Id., 
and the highest for the best quality 5s, IhL 

3551 a. Is the boliea the lowest description of tea ?—it is. * 

3552a. Is the besfe of the tyohea equal to any description of 
Congo, or not ?—No, I am not aware that it is. 

3553 a. The congo is the next quality; is any of that equal to 
souchong?—No; at least the prices indicate so. 

3554a. Can you state the price of tea sold retail in Holland, 
and compare that with the price of tea sold wholesale ?—The 
retail prices, as compared with the wholesale prices in Holland, 
show a very great difference in the low qualities, but in the 
higher qualities the retail prices differ but little from the whole¬ 
sale prices. In the lower qualities, of course, the shopkeeper, 
whose profits are very great, is obliged to allow of its being 
apparent than he is making 50 per cent, profit, because he can 
mix no tea of an inferior price with that which is of the lowest 
quality ; but in the higher price of tea, he invariably sells at 
nearly the prices which lie buys at wholesale, because he mixes 
inferior teas with those superior qualities, and because he has a 
considerable profit in the allowance of draft and tare upon the 
purchase of them; buf bohea tea, of which the prices are at Sd. 
and I Qd. wholesale, is about 10 stivers a pound retail, Is. 2\d. 
per English pound. 

3555 a. Have you any information with respect to the pro¬ 
portion which the retail price in Holland bears to the wholesale 
price in England?—The letter I have produced states 42 stivers 
to be the retail price in Holland of tea, which was stated 
to be worth 50d. English wholesale. Now, the difference be¬ 
tween 50 d. per pound, the English wholesale price, and 42 
stivers, the Dutch retail price, is equal to 32 per cent. 

3556a. Does either of the prices you have stated include the 
duty?—I have left out the amount of duty in both cases; .the 
retail dealer's profits are included in the Dutch price. 

3557 a. Are the prices 3 *ou have named as existing at Rotter¬ 
dam the wholesale prices, including the profit of the retail 
dealer ?—For a single quarter-chest. 

355$a. And the prices in this country are the wholesale 
prices as they exist at the.India-ITouse for large quantities ?—■ 
For a lot, I presume. I am not aware of the previous cor¬ 
respondence that passed between the parties in this case ; but n 
few chests only could have been wanted. 






!CT COMMITTEE of Tin; HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

^ 9a. You have stated the duty to bo from five eighths of a 23 Mar. 1830. 

penny to 4 d. and live-eighths ; and in the wholesale price you ~— 
have given of the different qualities of tea, you have reckoned 1L11 s ' ),lt 

the duty paid : can you state what difference it would have 
made if you had taken off the duty in those different cases?—It 
is matter of calculation and could be easily ascertained, as it 
depends upon the quality of the several sorts of tea. 

3560a. Are the Committee to understand that in calculating 
the price, including the duty, you are to deduct five-eighths of a 
penny from the lowest quality, and Ad. and five-eighths from 
the highest ? - You may take it as a general rule to deduct 4>d. 
and five-eighths from the highest quality without exception; but 
the duties upon the lower depend upon the nature of the impor¬ 
tation, whether by Dutch or foreign vessels. 

3501a. Can you describe the character and constitution of the 
trading company in Holland?—The company was established in 
1624, for trade to ail parts of the world, with a view to promote 
the trade of the country generally, and Netherlaml manufactures 
particularly. The capital originally amounted to 37,000,000 
guilders, that is, about £3,000,000 sterling •, it has been reduced 
to 27,000,000 guilders. 

3562a. Has that reduction been occasioned by losses in 
trade?—I believe it has been reduced by losses considerably 
more than that; but they have reduced their nominal capital 
to that extent, by buying up some of their bonds in the 
market. 

3563a. Do they trade very extensively?—They commenced 
trading to all parts of the world; but they have found it unpro¬ 
fitable in most branches, and they have restricted themselves to 
a few at present. 

S5t>4«. Has their trade in tea been a losing or a gainful con¬ 
cern?—It has been a favourite object, particularly with the King 
of the Netherlands, that the Dutch should import teas them¬ 
selves under the Dutch flag, and with that view they have perse¬ 
vered in the trade. Since 1825 they have imported about 
100,000 quarter-chests, and they are understood to have lost 
about 25 tonnes of guilders by it ; that is, about £200,000 in the 
tea-trade. 

3565a . How much per cent, is that upon the capital employed ? 

—To answer that it would be necessary to ascertain what the 
100,000 chests cost. Suppose we took it at 30 stivers per pound 
upon the average, it would bring the value to £800,000, and 
the loss would be about 25 per cent, upon the trade with China, 

In tins year (1830) they send no ships to China; and it is 
generally understood in Holland that they will be guided in doing 
so again or not by the decision which England may come to 
with respect to English merchants being permitted to interfere 
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in the trade to Holland in tea. In the event of their being 
so permitted, it is said the company will not persist in it. 

3366a. Supposing the tea-trade to be thrown open to English 
merchants, do you imagine that the Dutch company will con¬ 
tinue the trade or not ?—It is reported by persons who state that 
they have it from the Directors themselves, that the company are 
induced to lie by this year, to see what is the result of the present 
inquiry here; that they have struggled to great disadvantage 
against the Americans, but that in the event of British merchants 
being enabled to enter on the trade, they will give up all hopes 
of continuing it. 

3567a , [s it understood what are the giounds on which 
that disadvantage exists of carrying on the trade in Holland?—- 
It is understood in Holland to be caused by their having nothing 
of any value to export to China. 

3568a. Is it conceived, then, that the result of an open trade 
between England and China would be to lower the price of teas 
in Europe ?—It is no doubt the opinion in Holland that as the 
company cannot fxunpcte with the Americans, who have a free 
trade, they would be still less able to do so with the English, 
who probably, for the sake of merely obtaining remittances for 
their exports from Hindoostan to China, if not for their expor¬ 
tations, manufacturers from England would be able considerably 
to undersell the Americans. The Dutch, as well as the mer- • 
chants of other nations, have latterly given up the hope of 
importing teas or colonial produce to any profit upon the cost 
prices, and are aware that they can merely import to advantage 
as remittances for exports. 

3569a. Is not the Dutch Company limited in its exportations 
to the manufactures of Belgium ?-^~They have exported from 
Holland very little latterly to China, and hardly any Netherland 
manufactures; they have even sent rice to China from Java. 
With the permission of the Committee, l will read an extract 
from a discourse of M. Schimmelpennick, the president of the 
Dutch Trading Company. In addressing tlie Commissioners in 
June 1828, he says : “ Le rgsultat de nos expeditions poujr 
Canton en 1826, qui ont et6 .r6alis6es en parti durant le cours 
de Fannie 1827, vous sera details dans les pieces jointes au 
bilan. Vous y ob9erverez, Messieurs, que, quoique'ccs. dernidres 
expeditions se soient lis£es avec beaucoup moins de perte que 
les pr£cedentes, ce commerce, si particulierement enjoint & la 
direction, lui a de nouveau couf.6 des sacrifices trop grands pour, 
qua la longue, elle puisse se trouver autorisee,a y exposer la 
societe.” 

3570a. Are not the Dutch. Company obliged toexport Belgian 
manufactures ?—It has been proposed to them, as I under¬ 
stand, to follow the American plan, and to export English 
manufactures; but they arc not able, by the constitution of their 
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Supposing they were allowed to export British manu- ilVy. 
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factures to Cnina, do you not conceive that they might carry on 
the China trade with a greater prospect of advantage than they 
can do now, being restricted to the export of Belgian manufac¬ 
tures ?_There seems to be no doubt of it, since the Americans 

carry on the trade; and it is understood in Holland that the 
Americans are only enabled to bring tea to Holland at the 
present prices, by the manufactures they import to China* 
The Dutch are aware that the English, of course, could 
export their own manufactures to as great advantage as 
the Americans; but they suppose, also, that many of the 
English East-India houses have great funds always lying at. 
Canton, for which they are anxious to find remittances, and are 
heedless whether the goods they invest them in sell for cost-price 
or not, so long as they get a good return of the profits already 
realized by their Indian trade to China, which the funds lying 
there represent; upon which principle trade, in all colonial 
produce, has been carrying on for a considerable time. 

3572«. Would the English merchants have a considerable 
advantage in carrying on that trade, inasmuch as it is England 
which produces the article most in requisition in the China 
market?—It is understood so in Holland; and that they have 
that further advantage in the exports of raw cotton and other 
goods that go to China from Iiindoostan. 

3573a. Are the Dutch Trading Company prohibited from 
sending manufactures of other countries besides England ?—^ 
They are; the society was established for the encouragement of 
Dutch trade and manufactures. 

3574a. Supposing the trade between England and China to be 
thrown open, are you not of opinion that a considerable pro¬ 
portion of the whole tea trade of the world would centre in Eng¬ 
land ?— My own opinion, and the opinion of most people in 
Holland is, that if the Dutch government were not excited by 
any particular jealousy of England ; that is, if they allowed the 
English to remain upon the same) footing as the Americans now 
are that both the Americans and the Dutch would cense to 
supply Holland with tea, and the whole supply of Holland, 
whatever that is, would be furnished by British merchants. 

3575a. Should you not say that the chief supply of the Con¬ 
tinent of Europe would go through this country ?—I should 
suppose so. 

3576a Do you know whether it is probable that any portion 
of the tea consumed in the United States of America would, 
under those circumstances, be first sent to this country ? — I 
should not wish to give an opinion upon that. I have no suffi¬ 
cient information upon that subject. 
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3577 a. Arc there any private merchants carrying on the tea 
WMMasterw , tmde * u Holland at this moment ?—The history of the tea trade 
j%. in Holland, since the expulsion of* the French m 1814, is as fol¬ 
lows : In 1815 a monopoly of the trade was granted to a 
Dutch company, “to prevent, 1 ” as the preamble'of the royal 
decree stated, “ the trade falling into the hands of foreigners.’' 
In 1817 that company was dissolved. In 1818, when the table 
I have given in commences, the Americans took the lead in the 
trade. In 1822 an alteration in the duty was made, to favour 
the importation by national vessels. In 1825 the Trading Com¬ 
pany entered on it; and in 1826 Dutch importations again 
became considerable, but were still unprofitable, and were*again 
abandoned by private Dutch merchants, but have been conti¬ 
nued by the Company till now, when the Dutch altogether have 
abandoned it. 


8578 a. Are you aware of a large quantity of tea being pur¬ 
chased at the East-India House in London, and exported to 
Holland in the year 1814?—I have no knowledge of it. I was 
not in Holland at that time: I went there first in 1815. 


.1579 a. Do not the Dutch Company at the present moment 
pay very large freights?—The last freights of the Dutch Com¬ 
pany were 310 guilders per last of 21 quarter-chests, and 15 
percent primage; that would amount, at 66 English pounds 
per quarter-chest, to about 5d. per pound English, but it is 
subject to the deduction of any outward freights they can make 
for the ships. 


3580c, Can you state what is the expense of navigating their 
ships, as compared with ours?—I have no means at hand of 
establishing an accurate comparison. 


3581a. Supposing the Dutch Company to carry on that 
trade, and not to have manufactures that they can export, 

would not almost the whole of the freight fall upon the tea ?■_ 

Clearly. b r 


3582a. In the case of a trade carried on by private indi¬ 
viduals, is it or not the fact that at the present moment a great 
portion of the freight upon an article imported, such as tea, 
would fail upon the manufactured goods which were exported 
from the country into which the tea was to be imported ?— 
Undoubtedly the manufactured and exported article must yield 
profits sufficiently large to pay the freight charges, and the 
difference between the cost price and the selling price of the 
article, which appears to be the case by the American trade. - 

3588a. bo that the tea imported under those circumstances 
would only be a means of remittance?—A means of realizing the 
profit to.be made upon exports, which is the case at present, 
and has been the case for some time past, with coffee and almost 
every other imported article. 

3584a. How many months’consumption of tea is there com- 
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jf in Holland?—-Never more than a year's. At (his moment 23 Mar, 1830. 
we have probably, of stocks openly known, three-quarters of a Jr “ m<)w j 
year’s consumption; but there are many private speculators * * Eiq 
who hold old teas, which may complete the stock to a year s 
consumption. The Americans never hold stoeKS. There is 
not l,#QO quarter-chests of American tea in Holland. 

3585a. Is not the fresh tea better than that which 1ms been 
kept for some time?—So much so, that the American cargoes 
that come indirectly from America, are on that account not of 
so current sale as those imported direct from China. 

3586a. Have you ever heard of any tea grown in the Brazils 
being sold in the Dutch market?—! never heard of any being 
sold in the Dutch market; but I have had it reported to me bv 
a broker, that he had seen black tea grown in the Brazils, which 
was equal in flavour to any that came from China. The tea- 
taster of the Dutch Trading Company at Canton was employed 
to examine the tea attempted to be cultivated in Java, and he 
found it to be worthless, and 'the gardens were rooted up; but 
the broker alluded to reported to me, that the sample sent to him 
of the tea growing in the Brazils was excellent, and he wished 
through me to get information relative to the further cultivation 
of this tea, but I have had no means of informing myself further 
on the subject. ^ 

3587a, Is not it cultivated by Chinese in both places?—I 
presume it is. 

3588a, Do you know whether it is cultivated to aay large 
extent in the Brazils ?—I do not know. 

3589a. Have you ever seen any of the tea brought to Russia? 

—The house I belong to was induced to order samples of tea 
from Moscow, a twelvemonth ago, with a view of seeing whether 
it would answer in Holland; but the teas which were sent from 
Moscow appeared to be of a different growth, and different 
quality entirely from the teas we are used to in this part of the 
world, and were not at all suited to the Dutch taste. 

3590a. Do you know what part of China it came from?— 

No; but I should presume, from the geographical position of 
Russia, that it came from the opposite extremity of the 
Chinese empire to that from which we obtain our supply. We 
obtained from- a correspondent at Moscow the samples in 
question, and the tea was very fine to look at, but it had a 
totally different taste to what we are used to. 

$591«. Do you conceive that that tea is suited to the 
European consumption?—It would not do for us at all in Hol¬ 
land, and certainly our tea is much the same as yours. 

3592a. Does not the difficulty in supplying an outward cargo 
from Holland materially enhance the price of importation ?— 

Certainly. 
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8593 a. Would not the economy arising from the existence of 
a facility in supplying an outward cargo reduce? in an extra- 
' ordinary degree, the expense of importing tea ?—Certainly. 

3594d. Are dollars easily procurable in Holland?—Without 
difficulty; but generally from England. When we have had 
occasion to send out dollars we have procured them from England. 

3595fl. In what proportion do dollars supply the means of 
importation for tea ?—The greater part, when the trade was in 
the hands of private merchants; as to the Company, I cannot say. 

359 6a. Are you able to form a comparison between the rate 
of Dutch freight and the rate of American freight ?— I am not 
able to speak of it from my own knowledge, but I believe it to 
be much lower than the Dutch; the general impression is, that 
it is much lower. 

3597 a. What sized ships do the Dutch employ generally ?— 
Generally vessels from 400 to 500 tons. 

3598a. Are they, in your estimation, preferable to the largest 
class of vessels of 1200 tons, used by this country ?—1 cannot 
say, from my own knowledge ; but the Dutch use the smaller 
vessels because the larger are not suited to their rivers. 

3599*/. What crew would a 400-ton Dutch vessel be manned 
by?—Twenty or twenty-two. 

3600d. Do you know the rate of insurance out and home ?— 
It is principally done here. I believe it has been rather high, 
the Dutch Indiamen having had a bad character; the English 
underwriters have suffered by them. 

3601«. Do you know what the rate of insurance has been ? 
—Six guineas, I believe. 

3602a. Are they armed vessels ?—No. 

3603d. How do you account for the diminution that has 
taken place in the importation into the Netherlands since 1818, 
as it appears that in the year 1818 it was about 90,000 quarter- 
chests, and the importation then was considerably larger than 
it has been subsequently ?—If they had gone on importing at 
that rate, of 90,000 chests in a year, it is evident that they 
should have had too great a stock. The import on the whole 
has been so as to leave on an average of the last tw elve years, 
not more than a single years stock; but if it had been going on 
at the high rate at which it was in 1818, when the Americans 
imported 53,000 quarter-chests, we should have had much too 
large a supply. 

3604d. Does the Dutch Trading Company possess exclusive 
privileges ?—The principle upon which it originally went was 
that of possessing exclusive privileges. The^ establishment of 
a company of that kind would have been offensive to people 
whose predilections, the result of ancient habits, were all in 
favour of a free trade. 
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►5a. Do not they receive some tea from this country in 
Holland ?—I am not aware of it. 

3606a. Are you aware whether there is any smuggling of tea 
from Holland to this country?—I should think not; for this 
reason : I presume that the measures taken on this side sire too 
effective to admit of it; and we observe, on our side, that the 
smuggling towns of Terveer and Flushing are going to decay, 
and that smuggling to England in all articles seems to he failing- 
off. 

3607a. Can you state whether the stock of the Dutch Com¬ 
pany was at any time at a premium ?•— It was, soon after its 
establishment, at 105. It opened at 100 ; and it has been down 
to 70 at the lowest. It is now about 94|, 

3008a. Is it conceived, amongst the merchants in Holland, 
that a company so established is the best means by which 
trade can be carried on ?—The establishment of the company 
altogether is offensive almost to the whole of the people in 
Holland. They were led to suppose that their manufactures 
would Dourfsh with the support of that company: but it does 
not appear that the company have been able to force their 
manufactures into use abroad; and they have lost a very con¬ 
siderable sum, the amount of which remains yet to be known. 
The dividend or interest does not afford any criterion of it: 
that has been always the same, and it is guaranteed by the King. 

3609a. Are you aware whether the operations of that com¬ 
pany have interfered with the regular trade of Holland?—It is 
considered nearly to have ruined the trade in almost every 
branch it has meddled with. 

3610a. Do you consider that the operations of such a company 
are, upon general principles, exceedingly injurious to the con¬ 
duct of mercantile transactions ?—It is the opinion of the mer¬ 
chants of Holland, generally, that the dissolution of the com¬ 
pany would be one of the greatest benefits they could receive; 
and as the company is daily suffering great losses, hopes are 
entertained, even by those who are shareholders, that it will 
not be continued until the expiration of the term originally 
fixed for its existence, but that it will be dissolved earlier. 

361 la. Do you know what sum the government pays to make 
up the deficit ?—I have never heard it mentioned, and I believe 
it is not known. I do not believe there are any means of ascer¬ 
taining it. The King has guaranteed that 4^ per cent, shall be 
paid, and the shareholders are secure of that annuity; but at 
the end of the term for which the company is established, it is 
feared that the losses will have absorbed the whole capital. 

3612a. How old is that guarantee ? —The original guarantee 
was given in 1824, and it has been faithfully fulfilled; but pri- 
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*far. 1830, vileges are given to the company which were never anticipated 
WJiZierson iri . the firsfc fatfanee. The government, naturally, to reduce 
'Esq' * OMtJay of interest, gives advantages to the company. 

3613a. Is not the deficit made good out of the King's qwn 
private funds?—His Majesty guarantees it,* where the money 
comes from I have not the means of knowing, 

3614a* Does it appear in the budget In Holland ?--No. 

3615a. Does any apprehension exist that the government 
will be tired of making up this deficit?—Great hopes of it are 
entertained; it has been the only hope that the general trade 
has entertained for a long time. 

3616a. For how many years is the guarantee?—For the 
whole term, I'believe, twenty-four or twenty-five years. 

3617a. Is not the King a large shareholder in the company? 
—He is. 

3618a. Have this company any territorial revenue to back 
them ?—-Nothing of that kind. They were to be merely upon 
the footing of ordinary merchants ; but they have had great 
advantages given to them: the government coffee has been given 
to them at a fixed price, which price was, of course, intended 
to he very advantageous to them; that is, the coffee w2?ich 
belongs to the government estates in Java. 

3619a. Is there any monopoly in coffee?—There is coffee 
which is deliverable only to the government officers; and instead 
of selling it themselves in the public market, they give it to the 
company at a certain price. 

3620a. Is there any law or regulation in Holland to prevent 
private adventurers sending ships to China and receiving back 
returns ?—Not any. 

3621a. Is it within your knowledge whether any such ad¬ 
ventures have taken place?—Frequently, up to 1825: I think 
private merchants then abandoned the* trade entirely. The 
house I have to do with imported a cargo in 1822. 

3622a. What was the general result of those private adven¬ 
tures ?—Loss. 

3623a. To what extent?—-I cannot say. 

3624a. Was it 25 per cent. ?— Judging by the other results 
alluded to, 1 should suppose it might be. Our own loss was not 
any thing like that; it was not an original adventure to China, 
but the supercargo took the ship there. The teas turned out 
pretty well, but not so as to induce us to go out again. 

3625a. Can you inform the Committee whether such trade of 
private adventurers has been profitable or otherwise ?—Certainly 
unprofitable. 

3626a. What are the exports to Java?—Wine. Dutch claret, 
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n, &q h but the quantities trifling. It is a misfortune that we 
luiive so little of our own goods to export; and if there were not ir ^ a$tmont 
troops to export, we should not be able to find any freight out- j%. 
warth; the only hope for the ship-owner xs to get a hundred 
men as freight for a vessel to Java. 

3627a. Is there any regulation in Holland which would pre¬ 
vent the trade to China being carried on by private Dutch 
merchants in the same manner as it is now done by Americans ; 
that is to say, by sending their ships to a port of England, 
loading them with British manufactures, and carrying them 
on to China ?— : There is none; private adventurers might do 
that, undoubtedly. 

3628//, Can you state why, this having been a profitable trade 
in the hands of the Americans, it might not continue to be so 
in the hands of the Dutch?—It might undoubtedly be so, I 
should suppose. It is a singular spectacle to see the Americans 
do that which the Dutch have the same means of doing, if they 
had tlxe same enter prize and ability for the trade. 

3629«. Do you not conceive that the Americans succeed in 
the trade from their being able to buy English manufactures 
for exportation to China, and that the Dutch fail because they 
have not permission to do the same?—I certainly conceive that 
the Americans succeed for that reason, when put into compe¬ 
tition with the Dutch company, which cannot buy English 
manufactures; but there is no reason why the Dutch private 
adventurers should not carry on a trade in the same way as the 
Americans, excepting the want of enterprise. 

3630a. Is not there much more energy in the American 
character than in the Dutch character?—I believe that is a 
fact which is historically recognized. 

3631a. Whereas the Dutch used formerly to have a large 
share of the carrying trade of the world, is not it the fact at 
present that the trade has fallen into the hands of the Eng¬ 
lish and the Americans?—The Dutch trade has fallen off alto¬ 
gether. 

3632/7. Is it considered that the interference of the King of 
the Netherlands as a private merchant is prejudicial to the com¬ 
mercial interests of the country ?—It is deprecated by the whole 
nation. 


3633a. fa it to be understood that the injury which lias been 
done to the Dutch trade by the Dutch Trading Cornpanyjhas 
been in consequence of their great command of capital, "or in 
consequence of their exclusive privileges ?—From both; from 
the government favouring them, giving them the preference of 
government freights and the preference of their contracts, and 
from their great command of capital, coining into the market 
with such large quantities of goods, with sales, for instance, of 
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100,000 bags of coffee at once, and telling tbe trade that there 
/ will be such sales at regular times, in autumn and 'in spring, so 
° n * !^ mt private merchants have little chance with, the buyers 
in the meantime, and the company also trading at a loss to 
themselves, 

3634«. Do you conceive that regular sales of that description, 
of a very large amount of goods, are injurious to the trading 
concerns of the country in that particular article ?—•It has 
interfered with the private trade of individual merchants in 
Holland. 

3635a. Does not such a system tend, at one period, to 
depress prices unnaturally, and at another time to raise them 
unnaturally ?—It prevents the holders of small quantities of 
property from making sales : buyers of course waiting till the 
larger quantities come into the market, there is an inactivity in 
the market till the larger sales come on. 

3636«* Has it a tendency to derange commercial speculation ? 
— It has appeared so in Holland. 

3637/1. Do the Dutch Company sell their teas by auction?— 
They sell their teas by auction, and at fixed periods, as they do 
other goods, in spring and autumn; their spring sale is now taking 
place; they have put up two cargoes this spring, 17,000 quarter- 
chests three or four days ago., 

3638a. Does much remain unsold at those auctions ?—Gene¬ 
rally not; the company have a habit, however, of buying in. 
The general traders would prefer that, as they have fixed sales, 
they should sell outright all they put up; they think it is 
N)ore injurious for them to sell a portion, and then keep back 
the rest. 

3639a. Is there any fixed rate of advance in the bidding at 
the auction ?—No. 

3640a. Do you conceive that the Netherlands would derive 
any advantage, if a complete monopoly of the supply of tea to 
that country were given to the Dutch Company ?—They would 
have the prices considerably augmented; it would be or advan¬ 
tage to the company only. 

3641a. Would it be of advantage to the consumers in Holland? 
-—Certainly not. They get it cheaper from the competition of 
the Americans ; and they imagine that they would get it 
cheaper still from that of the English, on account of the funds 
which the English have lying at Canton, seeking remittances. 

3642a. What is the nature of fhe auction in Holland by which 
it is sold ?—The Trading Company sell in lots of twenty quarter- 
chests. . 

3643a. Is the bidding by the fall or by the rise ?—By the rise. 
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Trading Company hfv« introduced new conditions of trade, 23 Mar, I#30. 
which arc not agreeable to private merchants. ^ 

3644m. Are they bound by law to put up their teas at the cost ,r "* 

price ?—-They arc not bound to any thing of that nature. 

3645n. Have you had much means of communication with 
persons who have been to China ?—Of course I have in Holland, 
with English and others,. 

3646*3, Have you ever heard them express any opinion as to 
the difficulty of transacting business in t he port of Canton ?—I 
never heard of the Dutch meeting with any difficulty- The 
English whom I have seen, who were acquainted with Canton, 
have been gentlemen from Java chiefly, not trading to Canton 
particularly; but I never heard from the Dutch of their meeting 
with any difficulty. I am informed by the gentleman whoso 
brother is the tea-taster to the Dutch Company that at first 
they did not get such good teas os the Americans, hut that they 
can now get equally good teas with the Americans. 

3647*7. Have they any establishment at Canton now ?—They 
send their tea-taster there when they send their ships out, other¬ 
wise they take him back again to Java during the interval that 
the ships are away. 

3648*r. Have they any consul or factory there ?-—I am not 
informed* I should think not, since they take the individual 
mentioned back to Java each season. 

364 - 9 * 7 . Do you know the average number of months that it 
takes to go from Holland to Canton ?—They generally reckon 
that the ship$ that go one year come buck the next; that 
is, as they send no ships this year, that there will t)e no Dutch 
tea next year. 


Jovis j 25° die Martii y 1830. 

JOHN Clt AWEURD, Esq. called in, and examined. 

3650o. You are residing here at present as agent to certain 25 Mar, 1330; 
parties at Calcutta?—I was appointed agent to the inhabitants —— 

of Calcutta without solicitation : I am now fulfilling my duty as ToAn Craufurd, 
their parliamentary agent. st/ ' 

3651a. Is there a salary attached to it ?—There is a very 
handsome one. 

3652a. To what amount ?— £1,500 a year, besides extra ex¬ 
penses, which I do not draw. I think the salary too much, 
and I have proposed to my constituents that it should be 
reduced. 

3658a. Had they previously had a parliamentary agent in 
this country ?—They neveif had : I am the fifst 
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3054a. D that appointment exclusive of the question now 
Car / < “ ! P en< ^ n £ before the House of Commons ?—It has no view to 
iiW 7 * ^ ie mercantile pursuits of my constituents; it. 15 for political 
questions only. 
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3655a» Do you represent the residents of Calcutta for any 
thing that } r ou think affects their interests?—I represent the 
inhabitants of Calcutta generally, whether Europeans or 
natives. 

3655a:. What number of inhabitants have authorized you to 
act as their agent ?— The majority. 

3657a. Do you mean about 300,000 people ?—When I my 
the majority of the inhabitants of Calcutta, I wish to be under¬ 
stood as having stated the majority of those who thought proper 
to express their opinions, having had an opportunity of doing 
so. With respect to having stated that it was a majority of half’ 
a million of people, or any such number, I never thought of 
saying so. 

3658a. Are the Committee to understand that you were 
appointed by a majority of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as agent 
for them m any matters that might concern their political 
interests in India, and not as regarded the trade between 
England and China ?—I have no recollection whatever of any 
mention being made in my instructions, public or confidential, 
of the China question; but I have no doubt that the China 
question is also embraced in them, and I will state my reason 
for saying so. J here has been sent to me a printed requisition 
to the sheriff of Calcutta, to which I think there are 116 signa¬ 
tures of persons of all parties, requesting that a meeting might 
be called for the purpose of petitioning both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment to remove all restrictions from the India and Chirm trade. 
The petitions, in all probability, will soon be sent to me, and 
I shall then act as the agent of the inhabitants of Calcutta, as 
far as regards the China trade as well as the Indian trade. 

3659a. What is the date of that requisition ?—To the best 
of my recollection the 29th of November ; the meeting is called 
for the 15th of December. Of course, there can be no account 
of such a meeting yet, as the ship that brought this account had 
an unusually rapid passage. 

3660a. Were your instructions transmitted to you, or did 
you receive them at Calcutta I hey were transmitted to me 
long after I left Calcutta. I beg again, with great respect, to 
assure the Committee that I have no object whatever in con¬ 
cealment; I wish that every thing should be known that I am 
concerned in. 

3661a. You have resided in different parts of the east?—1 
resided in various parts of the east for about nineteen years. 
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^ Will you state where?—In the Upper Provinces of 25 

the Bengal Presidency for about five years, in Calcutta for a 
time, probably in all amounting to about one year; in Prince of 
Wales’s Island or Penang about three years, and in Java about 
six years. I went on a mission afterwards to Siam and Cochin 
China, which occupied something more than one year* I 
resided next as a resident of Sineapore about three years ; and 
from thence I proceeded to the Burman country. I was ap¬ 
pointed commissioner by the Governor-general in the Burman 
territory; I went afterwards as envoy from the Governor- 
general to the court of Ava; after winch I returned to Cal¬ 
cutta, and eventually to Europe. 

3668a, Have not you visited some Of the other islands ?— 

I visited some of the other islands, but never resided in them ; 

I visited the islands of Bali and Celebes. 

3664a. Have you ever been in China ?—I have not. 

3665a. Have you had much intercourse with the Chinese set¬ 
tlers in the countries adjacent ?—I have. 

3666a. Where were they residing ?—They reside in almost 
every country that is adjacent to China. 

3667a. Had you an opportunity of seeing them in those places ? 
—I had an opportunity of seeing them in Prince of Wales’s 
Island, Java, Sineapore, Siam, Cochin China, and a few in 
the Burman country during my mission to the court of Ava. 

3668a. Can you furnish the Committee with any history of 
the Chinese emigrants settled in the neighbourhood of China, 
and an account of the nature of their emigrations ?—I drew up 
a statement of that description, which I have here. 

3669a. What do you make the number of Chinese emigrants 
settled in the countries adjacent to China?—The estimate is a 
very rough one of course, from the very nature of the subject. 

I make them between 700,000 and 800,000. The greater num¬ 
ber of them are settled in Siam and Cochin China, not in the 
islands. 

3670a. From your intercourse with those Chinese, do you 
conceive them to be an intelligent, active, and commercial 
people?—Eminently so. They are a very industrious people 
in every way ; they are a business-like people ; their manners 
more resemble Europeans in that part of their character than 
they do those of Asiatic nations. 

3671a. In industry and intelligence do you conceive them to 
be superior to other Asiatic nations?—For all useful and prac¬ 
tical purposes I think they are. There are perhaps a few points 
in which they are inferior to one or two other Asiatic nations, 
but those points are of very little moment. 
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h 3672a. Have you prepared a Statement for the information 
of the Committee upon the subject of the Chinese emigrations ? 



i upon tlxe subject of the Chinese emigrations? 

—I have. 

3673a. Will you have the goodness to read it? 

[ The witness read the same y as follows : ] 

u A View of the Emigrations of the Chinese to the various 
Countries adjacent to China, 

“ The emigrations of the Chinese take place from the same pro¬ 
vinces which conduct the foreign trade, viz. Canton, Fokein, Che- 
kicn, and Kiannan. Emigrations from the two latter, however, are 
not frequent, and seam to he confined to Ton quin and the Philippine 
Islands- The emigrant's direct their course to every countryin the 
neighbourhood of China where there is any probability of finding 
employment and protection ; in some countries, however, they are 
excluded or restrained from political motives, and in others dis¬ 
tance or want of rootn affords them no encouragement to settle. 
Like; the European nations, they are excluded altogether from 
settling in Japan on political grounds ; the government of Cochin 
China also affords them no great encouragement, from the same 
reason ; and the Dutch and Spanish governments of Java and the 
Philippines have always looked upon them with a considerable share 
of suspicion. Distance, but above all the existence of a dense 
and comparatively industrious population, excludes them from the 
British dominions in Hindustan, wdiere we find only a few shoe¬ 
makers and other artisans, and these confined to the towns of 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. A few, I understand, have lately 
proceeded to the Mauritius. 

* Every emigrant who leaves China does so with the intention of 
returning to it, although comparatively few are able to accomplish 
this object. The expense of emigration to the countries to which 
the Chinese usually resort amounts but to a mere trifle. The 
passage-money in a Chinese junk from Canton to Sincapore is but 
six Spanish dollars; and from Fokien but nine. Even these slender 
sums, however, are commonly paid from the fruits of the emigrant’s 
labour on his arrival, and arc seldom paid in advance. The emi¬ 
grants, I think, are invariably of the labouring classes ; and their 
whole equipment for the voyage* in ordinary cases, consists of little 
else than toe coat on their backs, a bundle of old clothes, and a 
dirty mat and pillow to sleep on. They no sooner land than their 
condition is prodigiously improved : they meet their countrymen, 
and probably their friends or relatives; they find immediate em¬ 
ployment in a congenial climate, and in countries where the wages 
of labour are perhaps three times as high as in Chino, and the neces¬ 
saries of life perhaps by onedmlf cheaper. 

“ The Chinese are not only intellectually, but physically, superior 
to the nations and tribes among whom they Settle. -A Chinese is 
at least two inches taller than a Siamese, and by three inches taller 
than a Cochin Chinese, a Malay, or a Javanese, and his frame h 
proportionally strong and well built. Their superiority in personal 
skill, dexterity, and ingenuity, are still greater. All this is evinced 
hi a very satisfactory manner, by the simple criterion of the com- 
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itive rates of wages of the different classes of inhabitants or 25 ’ 
burners at any given place where they all meet. At Sincapore, 
for example, the waged of ordinary labour for the different classes Job 
of labourers are as follow: a Chinese, eight dollar* a month; a 
native of the Coromandel coast, six dollars; and a Malay, four: 
making the work of the Chinese by one-third better than that of 
the first, and by 100 per cent, better than that of the second. When 
skill and dexterity are implied, the difference is of course wider; a 
Chinese house-carpenter will earn t welve dollars a month, while an 
Indian will earn no more than seven, and a Malayan thatcher 
or wood-cutter (for among this class there are no carpenters), 
but five. 

“ The different classes of Chinese settler* not only live apart 
and keep distinct from the settlers of other nations, but also from 
each other. There is a very wide difference between the character, 
habits, and manners of the Chinese settlers, according to the parts 
of China from which they proceed. The natives of Fokien have a 
claim to a higher tone of character than any of the rest. Among 
the emigrants from the province of Canton there are three classes, 
viz. those from the town of Canton and its neighbourhood; the 
natives of Macao and other islands in the river; and the natives of 
some mountainous districts of the same province. The first of 
these, besides being addicted to mercantile pursuits, are the best 
artisans, and are much disposed to enter into mining speculations. 

It is they who are chieffy engaged in working the silver-mines of 
Tonquin, the gold-mines of Borneo and the Malay peninsula, and 
the rin-mines of the latter country and of Banca. The Chinese 
of Macao and the other islands are held in very little repute 
among the rest of their countrymen; but the third class, who are 
numerous, are the lowest in rank. Their most fffcquent employ¬ 
ment is that of fishermen and mariners; and it is from among their 
ranks that European shipping, when in want, have occasionally 
received hands to assist in their navigation. Of all the Chinese these 
are the most noisy and unruly. There is still another class ofChi- 
nese, the settlers in theBurman dominions, who differ very remark¬ 
ably from all that I have just enumerated. With the exception of 
a small number of emigrants from the province of Canton, who find 
their way to Ava by sea, these are all from the province of Yunan ; 
and in point of industry and intelligence seemed, as far as I could 
judge, much inferior to the colonists from Canton and Fokien. From 
all these again, the mixed races are to be distinguished by their supe¬ 
rior knowledge of the language, manners, and customs of the 
countries in which they reside, and by some inferiority in iudustry 
and enterprise. It is from this class that European merchants are 
supplied with brokers, money-counters, &c., and they are seldom 
to be seen in the condition of day-labourers or artisans. The Chi¬ 
nese settlers, of whatever class, engage with much eagerness in 
agricultural employments; sejdom, however, when they can avoid 
it, as mere day .-labourers. They conduct almost exclusively the 

cultivation and manufacture of the catechu or terra japonica in the 
Straits of Malacca, the pepper cultivation of Siam, and the culture 
of the cane and manufacture of sugar in Java, Siam, and the Phi¬ 
lippines. Differing materially from each other in manners, habits, 
and almost always in language or dialect, and entertaining towards 
3 p 
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each other provincial prejudices and antipathies, broiisand 
some times even attended with bloodshed, frequently break out 
among them. These are occasionally subjects of embarrassment 
in the European settlements, the authorities of which have never, I 
am persuaded, any thing to apprehend from their combination or 
resistance; and I may add, that of all the Asiatic settlers in our 
eastern settlements, the Chinese are the most obedient to the laws, 
and notwithstanding the superior amount of their property, and even 
of their numbers, afford the least employment to the courts of 
justice. The Chinese population settled in the various countries 
adjacent to China, may be roughly estimated as follows:— 

The Philippine Islands .......... .15,000 

Borneo ------------ 120,000 

Java . 45,000 

The Butch settlement of Rhio, Straits of Malacca... 18,000 

Sincapore... 6,2000 

Malacca..... 2,000 

Penang ........ ... 8,500 

Malayan Peninsula . 40,000 

Siam ............ 440,000 

Cochin China . 15,000 

Ton quin...... 26,000 

Total....... 734,700 

“ The population mentioned here is of a peculiar description, 
consisting, for the most part, of adult males, and of very few w omen 
or children, a circumstance easily explained. The laws of China, 
which prohibit emigration in general, are a dead letter as far as the 
men are concerned; but it is imperative in respect to women and 
children; or perhaps, more strictly, the manners and feelings the 
of the people themselves prevent the latter from quitting the 
country. I have never seen or heard a female amongst emigrants; 
antjl never saw a Chinese woman, except at Hue, the capital of 
Cochin China, where two or three were pointed out to me as ob¬ 
jects of curiosity, who had been kidnapped and brought there when 
children. The emigrants, however, without scruple, form con¬ 
nexions with the females of the country; and the descendants of 
these repeatedly intermarrying with Chinese, are in time net to be 
distinguished from the genuine Chinese, either in features or com¬ 
plexion. In all the countries where the Chinese have been long 
established, there exists a considerable creole population of this de¬ 
scription, such as in Java, Siam, Cochin China, and the Philippines. 
But in countries where they have been only recently established’ 
the disproportion of the sexes is immense. Thus, out of the 6,200 
Chinese inhabitants of Sincapore, the number of females is but 560, 
and even of these the greater part are Chinese only by name. The 
extent of the annual emigrations from China may he judged of from 
the fact, that the number which arrived* at Sincapore in 1825 
amounted to above 3,500, and in 1826 to upwards of 5,500, The 
annual number of emigrants which arrive in Siam was rated to me 
when I was in that country at 7,000. A single junk has been known 
to bring 1,200 passengers; indeed, I have myself seen one bring 900 
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mcapore, The number who return to China is considerable, 26 ] 
it very small indeed in comparison to the arrivals. Even of these 
the greater number come back again; and I have known men of Mt 
property, who have visited China and returned with titles.” 


3674*7. Have you that kind of communication and conver¬ 
sations with the Chinese, in any of the different parts where you 
have met them, as to be able to form any opinion how far the 
Chinese in their own country are to be considered a commercial 
people? —Upon that subject, never having been in China, t can 
offer no decided opinion; but my conviction is, that there is 
very little difference between them ; and the emigrants I should 
probably, upon the whole, be disposed to think would be found 
superior to those they left behind them, as the most active 
spirits chiefly would go abroad. No man leaves China but an 
able-bodied man, and no man that has not a certain portion of 
spirit and enterprise will quit the country. 

8675a. Have you any means of furnishing the Committee 
with a view of the foreign trade of China carried on in junks ?— 
I have also prepared a statement upon that subject. I beg to 
say, with respect to this and the other statement I gave in, that 
they are entirely the result of my own personal inquiry, chiefly 
derived from the Chinese themselves. I communicated with 
them through the medium of the Malay language, which I un¬ 
derstand tolerably well. I was in the habit of always employing 
a couple of interpreters when I was resident at Sincapore, and 
when the Chinese commanders of vessels and others, not under¬ 
standing the Malay language, called upon me, I transacted 
business with them generally through the medium of these 
persons. Chinese who reside any time in tftb Malayan countries, 
commonly make themselves in some measure acquainted with 
the Malay language, and there is ho great difficulty in com¬ 
municating with these without the aid of ah interpreter. 

3676a, Will you have the goodness to read the statement 
you have prepared on this subject. 

[The witness read thesame^ asJblfotvs: j 

“ Native Foh&cvn Trade of China. 

“ The principal part of the junk trade is carried on by the four 
contiguous provinces of Canton, Fokien, Chekiang, and Kiannan. 
No foreign trade is permitted with the island of Formosa, and I 
have no means of describing the extent of the traffic which may be 
conducted between China, Corea, and the Luchew Islands. The 
following are the countries with which China carries on trade in 
junks, viz. Japan, the Philippines, the Sooloo Islands, Celebes, the 
Moluccas, Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Sincapore, Itliio, the east coast 
of the Malayan Peninsula, Siam, Cochin China, Cambodia, and 
Tonquin. The ports of China at which this trade is conducted are 
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Canton, Tchao-tcheou, Notnhdng, Hoei-teheon, Su-heng, Kong- 
moon, Changlim, and Hainan, in the province of Canton; Amoy 
and CbincBfew, in the province of Fokien ^ Ningpo and Siang-hai, in 
the province ofTchekian; and Soutcheon, in the province of'Kinn- 
nan. The following may be looked upon as an approximation to 
the number of junks carrying on trade with the different places 
already enumerated, viz. 

Jonks, f 

Japan, 10 junks, two voyages .. 20 

Philippine Islands .. 13 

Soo-loo Islands . 4 

Celebes.. 2 

Borneo . 13 

Java .. 7 

Sumatra .. 10 

Sincapore. 8 

Rhio. ... 1 

East Coast of Malay Peninsula... 0 

$mni...,.. 89 

Cochin China .. 20 

Cambodia.. 9 

Tonquin . 20 

Total.. 222 


“ This statement does not include a great number of small junks 
belonging to the island of Hainan, which carry on trade with Ton- 
quin, Cochin China, Cambodia, Siam, and Sincapore. Those for 
Siam amount yearly to about fifty, and for the Cochin Chinese 
dominions to about forty-three; these alone would bring the total 
number of vessels carrying on a direct trade between China and 
foreign countries to 307. The trade with Japan is confined to the 
port of Ningpo, in Chekiang, and expressly limited to ten vessels; 
but as the distance from Nangasaki is a voyage of no more than four 
days, it is performed twice a year. With the exception of this 
branch of trade, the foreign intercourse of the two provinces of 
Chekian and Kiannan, which are famous for the production of raw 
silk, teas, and nankeens, is confined to the Phillipine Islands * 
Tonquin, Cochin China, Cambodia, and Siam; and none of this 
class of vessels, that I am aware of, have ever found their way 
to their western parts of the Indian Archipelago. The number of 
these trading with Siam is twenty-four, all of considerable size; 
those trading with the Cochin Chinese dominions, sixteen, also 
of considerable size; and those trading with the Fhillipines, five, 
making in all forty-five, of which the average burden does not fall 
short of 17,000 tons. I am the more particular in describing this 
branch of the Chinese commerce, as we do not ourselves, at pre¬ 
sent, partake of it, and as we possess no direct means of obtaining 
information in regard to it. All the junks carrying on this trade! with 

* Note .—The provinces once conducted a trade amongst the Sooloo 
Islands and Borneo Proper 5 but owing to the anarchy which has of late years 
prevailed in these countries, it seems to be at present abandoned. 
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^■TOuua are owned in the latter country, and not in China, and I am 26 
iiot sure how far it may not also be so in the other cases. 1 do not 
doubt but that a similar commerce will, in the event of a free John 
trade, extend to Sineapore, and that through this channel may 
eventually be obtained the green teas of Kiannan, and the raw silks 
of Chekiang. 

“ Besides the junks now described there is another numerous 
class, which may be denominated the colonial shipping of the 
Chinese. Wherever the Chinese are settled in any numbers, junks 
of this description are to be found, such as in Java, Sumatra, the 
Straits of Malacca, &c.: but the largest commerce of this descrip¬ 
tion is conducted from the Cochin Chinese dominions, but espe¬ 
cially from Siam, where the number was estivhated to me at 200. 
Several junks of this description from che latter country come 
annually to Sineapore, of which the burden is not less than from 
300 to 400 tons. 

i( The junks which trade between China and the adjacent coun¬ 
tries are some of them owned and built in China, but a considera¬ 
ble number also in the latter countries, particularly in Siam and 
Cochin China. Of those carrying on the Siamese trade, indeed, no 
less than eighty-one out of the eighty-nine, of considerable size, 
were represented to me as being built and owned in Siam. The 
small junks, how ever, carrying on the trade of Hainan, are all built 
and owned in China, 

“ The junks, whether colonial or trading direct with China, 
vary in burden from 2,000 peculs to 15,000, or carry of dead weight 
from about 120 to 900 tons. Of those of the last size I have only 
seen three or four, and these were at Siam, and the same which 
were commonly employed in carrying a mission and tribute yearly 
from Siam to Canton. Of the whole of the large class of junks, I 
should think the average burthen will not be overrated at 300 tons 
each, which would make the total tonnage employed in the native 
foreign trade of China between 00,000 and 70,000 tons, exclusive of 
the small junks of Hainan, which, estimated at 150 tons each, 
would make in all about 80,000 tons. 

“The junks built in China are usually constructed of fir and 
other inferior woods. When they arrive in Cambodia, Siam, and 
the Malayan Islands, they commonly furnish themselves with masts, 
rudders, and wooden anchors, of the superior timber of these 
countries. The junks built in Siam are a superior class of vessels, 
the planks and upper works being invariably of teak. The co 3 t of 
ship-building is highest at the port of Amoy in Fokien, and lowest 
in Siam. At these places, and at Chang-lim in Canton, the cost of 
a junk of 8,000 peculs, or 470 tons burthen, was stated tome, by 
several commanders of junks, to be as follows: 

P Mars. 

At Siam.... 7,400 

Chang-lim......... 16,000 

Amoy,.. 21,000 

“A junk of the size just named has commonly a crew of 
ninety hands, consisting of the following officers, besides the crew; 
a commander, a pilot, an accountant, a captain of the helm, a cap¬ 
tain of the anchor, and a captain of the hold. The commander 
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receives no pay, but has the advantage of the cabin accommodation 
for passengers, reckoned, on the voyage between Canton ami Sirica- 
pore, worth 150 Spanish dollars, He is also the agent of the 
owners, and receives a commission, commonly of 10 per cent,, on 
the profits of such share of the adventure, generally n cona|let*ahte 
one, in which they are concerned, The pilot receives for the 
voyage 200 dollars of wages, and 50 peculs of freight out and borne. 
The helmsman has 15 peculs of freight, and no wages. The cap¬ 
tains of the anchor and the hold have 9 peculs of freight each; 
and the seamen 7 peculs each. None of these have any wages. 
The officers and seamen of the colonial junks are differently re¬ 
warded. In a Siamese junk, for example, trading between the 
Siamese capital and Sincapore, of 6,000 peculs burthen, rhe com¬ 
mander and pilot had each 100 dollars for the voyage, with 
peculs of freight a-piece. The accountant and helmsman had 
half of this allowance, and. each seaman had 13 dollars, with o pcctils 
of freight. 

“The construction and outfit of a Chinese junk are too well 
known to require description. They are clumsy and awkward in 
the extreme. The Chinese are quite unacquainted with navigation, 
saying the knowledge of the compass; notwithstanding this, 
their pilots are expert, as their voyages are short, and as they 
hardly ever sail except at rhe height of the monsoons, when a fair 
and steady seven or eight knot breeze carries thorn directly from 
port to port, the sea-risk is very small. During thirteen years* 
acquaintance with this branch of trade, I can recollect hearing of 
but four shipwrecks; and in all these instances the crews were 
saved. 

“ The construction and rigging of a Chinese junk may be looked 
upon as her proper registry, and they are a very effectual one ; for 
the least deviation from them would subject her at once to foreign 
charges and to foreign duties, and to ail kinds of suspicion. The 
colonial junks., which are of more commodious form and outfit, 
would, if visiting China, be subjected to the same duties as foreign 
vessels. Junks built in Siam, or any other adjacent country, if con¬ 
structed and fitted out after the customary model, are admitted to 
trade to China upon the same terms as those built and owned in the 
country. If any part of the crew consist of Siamese, Cochin Chi¬ 
nese, or other foreigners, the latter are admitted only at the port of 
Canton ; and if found in any other part of China would be seized 
and taken up by the police, exactly in the same manner as if they 
were Europeans. The native trade of China, conducted with foreign 
countries, is not a clandestine commerce, unacknowledged by the 
Chinese laws, but has in every case at least the express sanction of 
the viceroy or governor of the province, who on petition decides 
the number of junks that shall be allowed to engage iri it, and e ven 
enumerates the articles which it shall be legal to export and import. 
At every port also, where such a foreign trade is sanctioned, there 
is a hong or body of security merchants, as at Canton; a fact which 
shows clearly enough that this institution is parcel of the laws or 
customs of China, and not a peculiar restraint imposed upon the 
intercourse with Europeans. 

“ The Chinese junks, properly constructed, pay no measurement 
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no cumshaw or present ; duties, however, are paid upon 25 Mtonikm* 

ighod's exported and imported, which seem, however, to differ at the - 

the different provinces. They are highest at Amoy, and lowest John Craufnrc^ 
m the island of Hainan, The Chinese traders of Siam informed 
me that they carried on the fairest and easiest trade, subject to the 
fewelt restrictions, in thp ports of Ningpo and Shanghai in Chekiang, 
and So* chon in Kiannan. Great dexterity seems every where to be 
exercised by the Chinese in evading the duties. One practice, which 
is very ofr.cn followed, will afford a good example of this. The 
coasting trade of China is nearly free from all duties and other 
imposts. The merchant takes advantage of this; and intending in 
reality to proceed to Siam or Cochin China, for example, clears a 
junk out for the island of Hainan, and thus avoids the payment of 
duties. W hen she returns she will lie four and five days off and on 
at the mouth of the port, until a regular bargain be made with the 
custom-house officers for the reduction of duties. The threat held 
out In such cases is to proceed to another port, and thus deprive 
the public officers of their customary perquisites. I was assured of 
the frequency of this practice by Chinese merchants of Cochin China, 
as well as by several commanders of junks at Sincapore. From the 
last-named persons I had another fact of some consequence, as con¬ 
nected with the Chinese trade, viz . that a good many of the junks 
carrying on trade with foreign ports to the westward of China, often 
proceeded on voyages to the northward in the same season. In 
this manner they stated that about twenty considerable junks, 
besides a great many small ones, proceeded annually from Canton 
to Souchon, one of the capitals ot Kiannan, ancl in wealth and com¬ 
merce the rival of Canton, where they sold about 200 chests of 
opium at an advance of 50 per cent, beyond the Canton prices. 

Another place where the Canton junks, to the number of five or 
Fix, repair annually, is Chinchcw, in the province of Shantou, 
within the gulph of Pechely, or Yellow Sea, and as far north as the 
37t h degree of latitude. 


3677a. Do you mean to state, in a passage of the paper you 
have read, that the Chinese emigrants carry on the trade from 
Sincapore to Canton, notwithstanding any interdiction by edict 
that may exist?—What I meant to state w f as, that in the event 
of junks being properly constructed and manned, at Sincapore, 
for example, It would be of no consequence their being owned 
at Sincapore. They would, notwithstanding such circumstance, 
be allowed to trade freely with any port of China, in the same 
way as junkvS built and manned in China itself 

3G78o« Then is it to be understood that the objection of the 
Chinese to foreign ships is rather to their form than to any thing 
else?—Yes. 

3G79«. And the nationality of the sailors ?—Yes. 

3680#;.. Can you furnish the Committee with the rates of 
freight paid for goods between port and port in China* or be- 
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tween ports of China and the islands to the eastward, d 
any number of years?—I can furnish the rate of freights paid 
° m ’ u P on some principal articles ; it is a specific freight upon 

particular commodities; so much for raw silk, so much for 
earthenware, so much for tea. To the best of my recollection, 
the charge upon tea and upon the coarser earthenware is the 
same. 

3681a. Supposing the trade between China and Europe were 
to How through the channel of an emporium, are you of opinion 
that the foreign trade carried on in Chinese junks might be very 
considerably increased?—Yes, I have no doubt it would; but I 
beg leave to give some explanation upon that point. If Euro¬ 
pean nations were excluded from Canton, of course the trade 
would take the channel of an emporium entirely; but if Euro¬ 
pean nations were admitted to Canton freely, if there were no 
restrictions upon their admission to Canton, I have great doubt 
Whether it would centre in an emporium. Canton is a place of 
long-established trade, and people would prefer it, at least for a 
time, even if the others were more convenient; but this is a 
point exceedingly difficult to determine upon. I have often 
thought of it, but I have never been able to make up my mind, 
whether the trade would take the channel of Sincapore, or whe¬ 
ther it would continue to centre at Canton. Trade takes along 
time before it quits an established channel, even to go into a 
more convenient one, when such is opened or presented. 

3682a. Supposing an interruption to take place in the Euro¬ 
pean trade of China, are you of opinion that a considerable quan¬ 
tity of tea might be brought in Chinese vessels to Sincapore, or 
some other emporium in the eastern Archipelago ?—I conceive 
so. I think it was a great point, during the discussions respect¬ 
ing the former charter with the East-India Company; to establish 
that fact themselves. Mr. Drummond, now Lord Strathallen, 
gave it distinctly in evidence, that a very large quantity of tea 
might be imported into Europe through such a channel. The 
evidence is to be found upon the records of the Committee of 
the House of Commons, I think, in 1812. It seemed, indeed, 
to be a settled point, especially in reference to the Philippine 
Islands, and others. I have a short entry on this subject, taken 
out of a note-book that I kept at Sincapore ; it is dated the 
22d of August 1825, and the result of a conversation with the 
commanders of some junks :—“ The tea consumed in Cochin 
China is brought from Tchoutcheou, on the confines of Canton 
and Fokien, but in the jurisdiction of the former, to Hainan, 
from whence it conies to Saigun and other places. It is all the 
produce of Fokien. Into Saigun there are annually imported 
about 70,000 boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, and into Flue 
about 10,000 boxes. It is impossible to conjecture the quan¬ 
tity brought into Tonquin, as a great part of it is imported by 
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The price of the ordinary qualities at Tchoutcheou and 
Canton is 26 dollars per peeul: the same tea would be sold at 
Saigun for 40 dollars. My informants state, that any quantity 
whatever of tea may he imported into Stncapore, which the 
market may demand, frpni Cbaotcheou, Changlim, and other 
parts, either black or green. The commanders of junks will do 
this in spite of any regulations to the contrary. Information 
furnished by commanders of Saigun junks, 22d August 1825.” 
Note, 80,000 boxes of tea, of 20 catties each, are equal to about 
2,130*000 pounds. The prices of 26 and 40 dollars per pecul 
tire equal to KM. and 15 \d. per pound. 

3683a. Have you paid any attention to the statistics of China ? 
—X have paid the usual attention to it. I have read a good deal 
upon the subject. 

$684#. Will you state what you consider the population of 
China to be ?—I have here a table containing a variety of sta¬ 
tistical particulars with regard to China. 

368 5a. From what source have you derived that table ?—I 
have a paper describing the sources from which I have taken it. 

3686#. Will you have the goodness to deliver in those 
papers. 

[ The 'witness delivered in the same 7 which was read as fallows:'] 


3 Q 



25 Alar. 1830, 
John Crav'furd} 
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TA BLE exhibiting a Brief View of the 


PRovmem 

Latitude 

of 

Provincial 

Capital#. 

Travelling 
Distance of 
Provincial 
Capitals 
tromPekhi. 

Area of each 

Province 

hi 

Statute MllftJ. 

Population. 

Inhabitants 
to the 
Square 

Revenue. 

Peeiieley........ 

N. 

0 

39 

/ 

55 

W 

i.9,70( 

) 

3,504,038 : 

58 

4 

923,931 

Kiannan 

32 

4 

862 

85,000 

30,405,258 

357 ; 

2,458,476 

Kiansi.......... 

28 

37 

1,024 

72,000 

5,922,160 

82 ! 

981,374 


26 

2 

2,202 

57,150 

1,684,528 

29 i 

377,507 

Cliekian ,... 

30 

20 

1,185 

37,200 

18,975,099 

510 

1,357,593 

Houkouan ...... 

30. 

34 

1,133 

168,300 

33,702,379 

200 

738,123 

Honan.. •«...... 

34 

5.2 ‘ 

553 

62,000 

2,662,969 

43 

1,052,826 

Shanton ........ 

36 

44 

287 

56,800 

25,447,633 

448 

1,231,607 

Shansi.. V. 

37 

53 

431 

63,500 

1,860,816 

29 , 

1,061,916 

Shensi.......... , 

34 

15 

952 

16.7,700 

257,704 

M 

497,610 

Sechuen .. 

30 

40 

2,048 

175,600 

7,789,782 

* 44 

195,484 

Canton ........ 

23 

10 

2,720 

97,100 

1,491,271 

15 

424,567 

Kouansi ... 

25 

13 

2,680 

87,800 

2,569,518 

29 

146,828 

Yunnan . 

25 

6 

2,946 

131,400 

2,255,459 

17 

165,306 

Koneicheou .... 

26 

30 

2,745 

51,200 

2,941,391 

57 

36,764 


RECAPITULATION. 


Area of China, exclusive of Tart ary and dependent provinces, 

in English square miles .. 1072,450 

Total population of ditto ..... 141,470,005 

Hate of population to the square mile in ditto.. 103 

“Total revenue. ... *•.. £1 1,649,912 

Kate of taxation per head..... Is. 7d. *76 

Army.....*..... .... 1,182,000 

Rate of military force to the population ,...... * *w 1 to 119 
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Statistics of China Proper, &c. &c. 
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0 1 7 
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0 3 3 

39,000 

0 , 4 5. . 

76,000 | 

V 1 5 

59,000 

0 0 5 

88,000 ; 

0 : 7 UK 

21,000 

o on' 

35,000 

0 ix 4 . 

35,000 | 

• 1 13 7 

104,000 | 

0 0 6 

65,000- | 

0 5 0 

99,000 | 

0 Ir 1 

42,000 1 

0 1 5 

53,000 ^ 

0 0 3 

70,000 


DISTINGUISHING PRODUCTIONS AND INDUSTRY. 











Tin, lead, the vine, mineral coal, marble, saltpetre, fossil alkali. 

-oni, salt, cotton, cotton and silk fabrics, porcelain, fine green 
teat, foreign trade. 

Jolq, silver, lead, iron, tin, vitriol, corn, alum, fine porcelain* 

Quicksilver, iron, irun manufactures, tin, silk fabrics, fine 
black tea, foreign trade, marble. 

Corn, silk, silk fabrics, fine black and green te w, foreign trade* 

Quicksilver, tin, corn, fine tea, paper, csimabar. 

Copper, corn. 

Corn, trade seaways. 

Ilhetal coal, woollen stuffs, salt from lakes and springs, the 
vine, sheep, cinnabar. 

lineral coal, cinnabar, rhubarb, musk, sheep, salt from lakes 
and springs and fossil suit, hair manufactures. 

Copper, gold, iron, tin, lead, amber, musk, 1 torses, silk, sugar, 
rhubarb, salt from springs. 

Copper, iron, tin, lead, quicksilver, silk, sugar, camphor, 
foreign trade, marble. 

Copper, tin, silver, cassia, sheep. 

' Gold, silver, copper, tin, zinc, silk, salt, tea, musk, trade by 

. land with Buraums and Siamese. 

Gold, silver, copper, quicksilver, grass cloth. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Population of China Proper... 141,470,005 

Ditto.. ot^the province of Ching King, or Lias Toung .... 486,043 

Ditto.. of...Kansu..340,086 


Computed population of Tartary 
Military force tn Kansu, not included in the population 

Ditto .... in Ching King.ditto... 

in the country of the Matiehoos ... 

in.... ditto..Mongols. 

in.... ditto........ B udiaria, &c. 

in Tibet.... .... .. 


Ditto . 

Ditto. 

Ditto , 

.Ditto . 

Marine ........ 

Civil officers* not included in the population 

Military ditto.... 

Army in China Proper, exclusive of officers 


12,000,000 

123,000 

4,000 

10,000 

30,000 

45,000 

0,000 

31,000 

9,611 

7,552 

1,132,000 
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NOTE.—The accompanying Table is chiefly compiled from the 
following authorities, viz. from a u Statistical View of China, ex¬ 
tracted from original documents by M. Klaproth,” contained in the 
Appendix to Timkowslue’s Travels, London, 1827; from Du 
Hoide’s China; from the last edition of Grosier’a China, 7 vols. 
8vo, Farts, 1818; and from the Tables contained in a work, 
entitled, Histoire de la Chine, &c. &c. by M. Le Clerc, Besan^on,, 
1777. A few particulars are derived front personal information. 

Provilk?$.'r ~The ancient division of China is into fifteen pro¬ 
vinces ; but two of the largest, Kiannan and Houkouan, have, of 
late years, been subdivided each into two, making the whole seven¬ 
teen, The table is according to the old division. 

Travelling Distance of Provincial Capitals from Pekin.-~~ The dis¬ 
tance in the original documents are given in Chinese lis, a mea¬ 
sure of 1897i English feet, and taken from the Imperial Civil 
Kalendar, 

Area *—This is calculated from n common map of China; and alt 
modern maps of that country are known to be drawn from one ori¬ 
ginal, that of the Jesuits. The Chinese territory extends from 
about the 20th to the 40th degree of north latitude; but the finest 
parts of it are embraced in the space which lies between the 28tli 
and B8th degrees, whether in respect to soil, climate, or position. 

Population ,—The document which furnished the materials for 
the population is the new edition of J790, of the work called the 
“ Great Imperial Geography,” The population of China has 
usually been supposed in Europe to be extravagantly estimated; 
but when the vast extent of the empire is considered, it is certain 
that the country is more under than overpeopled. This will appear 
clear enough from the following comparison with the population of 
some other countries. 


Austrian Dominions... 110 
France . ............ 104 

England. 222 


China, per square mile..... 103 

Old British Possessions in Bengal 240 
Hindustan throughout 104 

By casting the eye over the Table, it will appear that the popula¬ 
tion is very unequally spread over the country. There are, in fact, 
but four provinces out of the fifteen which are densely inhabited, 
embracing between them little more than a fourth part of the area of 
the empire, but containing above two-thirds of the population, and 
of these three only are remarkable for their populousness. The 
rest of the empire is, in fact, but scantily inhabited. Much of the 
surface of China is mountainous and sterile, a fact which has 
struck all intelligent travellers and visitors. In point of natural 
fertility it is evidently much inferior to all our possessions in Bengal, 
and even to Hindustan in general, although over the latter coun¬ 
try it possesses great advantage, in the number and superiority of 
its navigable rivers and harbours. The population, as elsewhere, 
has accumulated in the fertile alluvial plains towards the debouche- 
merits of the great rivers, along the borders of lakes, and in the 
neighbourhood of the creeks, bays, and harbours, with which some 
parts of the coast appear to be so remarkably indented. Two of 
the most populous, as well as industrious and civilized provinces, 
Kiannan and Chekian, besides ai)ounding in lakes and inlets of thd 
sea, contain the debouchments of the two great rivers of China, 
and it is here that the mass of the population appears to be 
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.e^oentrated. Sfmnton, besides containing many harbours and 26 Mar 
lakes, is intersected by the Imperial Canal; and Houkoaun, 
although a central province, contains extensive lakes, 
intersected by one of the large rivers, which appears to pass 
through a wide plain uninterrupted by mountains. Two of the pro¬ 
vinces best known to us, Canton and Fokieu, are so remarkably 
mountainous, that they seem always to have relied upon then 
neighbourhoods for supplies of corn, the first being furnished from 
the neighbouring province to the westward of it, and recently from 
the Philippine Islands, and the last from the fertile and under- 
peopled island of Formosa. I have no. doubt, however, that the 
population of the province of Canton is for the present times much 
underrated, and that through means of the foreign trade it has 
4 greatly augmented within the forty years since the census was taken* 

By the editors of the Canton Register, I perceive that it is consi¬ 
dered to be as populous as Scotland, or to contain about two 
millions and a half of inhabitants, which would give twenty-live 
instead of fifteen inhabitants to the square mile. The extent of the 
woods in the province of Canton, and the neighbouring one ot 
Konansi, is indicated by the large amount of two articles of the 
export's of China to foreign parts, cassia and camphor, both of 
which are productions of the forest. Canton, for example, pro¬ 
duces yearly not much less than 6,000 peculs of the latter article, 
or about 800,000 lbs. weight. The frequent presence of the metals 
in th'e north-western / provinces indicates a mountainous country, 
a primitive formation, and a. territory not distinguished for 
fertility. This, indeed, is well known to be the case, particularly 
with the great province of Yunnan. On the north-west frontier the 
country is still more sterile; and here occurs the great province of 
Shensi, with less than two inhabitants to a square mile. This part 
of the country is not only destitute of rivers, but liable to droughts, 
and to the depredations of locusts. 

Revenue *—The account of the revenue is taken from the Imperial' 

Civil Kalendar,. published quarterly at Pekin. The statement here 
given by M. Klaproth seems to be the same as that which has been 
translated by Mr. Hutttnann, the secretary of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, and refers to as Jate a period as the year 1834. The Chinese 
revenue consists of a land-tax, partly levied in money and partly in 
kind, customs and transit duties, a monopoly of salt, licenses of 
pawnbrokers, and other miscellaneous taxes, a tax levied on coals at 
the mine, &c. M. Klaproth gives the total amount of the revenue 
levied in money at a sum which is equal, taking the Chinese ounce 
at to £10,005,250, and Mr.HuUmann at £10,818,367: adding 
to the first the value of the tax in corn, we have the suits of 
.< £11,649,91 J given in the table. According to this view, the taxes 
paid by one hundred and forty-one millions of Chinese do not greatiy 
exceed one-half of what is paid by ninety millions of British subjects 
in Irtdia, much-inferior to them in industry and civilization. The 
tax per head in China is U. 7 id .: in the British possessions in India 
it is 4#. &%d.* The land-tax in China, the principal one, is said to 
be fixed and permanent; and indeed the moderation of the taxes 
throughout is, in all probability, the principal element in the good 
government of the Chinese; for that good government exists, in a 

# Bast-India Annual Revenue Accounts, printed May 1828 . 
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relative degree, is sufficiently indicated by the superiority of the 
people in all useful industry to every other Asiatic nation. 

Military Force, —One-third of the military force of China is said 
to exist only on the muster-rolls. Whether this be the case or not, 
do doubt the whole is a burden upon the people and government. 
The amount is not so exorbitant as might be supposed, being but as 
one to 119 to the whole population: whereas the army of Russia, 
the country that most resembles China, is as one to 75. 


3687a. You have stated that China Proper extends from 
the 20th degree of latitude to the 40th; are there not territo¬ 
ries dependent upon China which extend much farther north 
than that ?—Yes; there is an estimate of the population of 
those territories in the table, but it is little better than con¬ 
jecture. 

3688a* Will you state to what degree of latitude the territo¬ 
ries dependent upon China reach ?—I cannot; I should say, 
probably, to the 45th or 47th degree. Pekin itself is nearly m 
the latitude of 40. 

3680a. Have you paid particular attention to the tea trade ? 
—Yes, I have paid a good deal of attention to it. 

3690a. Will you. state the result of your in quiri.es respecting 
the cultivation of tea?—Having never been in China, I have 
never seen the tea-plant cultivated properly as it ought to be; 
I have seen the tea-plant growing in Cochin China only. 

3691a. In what degrees of latitude is it generally grown ?— 
It will grow any where; but it will make very bad tea in warm 
climates. It is a very vigorous, hardy plant; I have seen it 
live upon the very Equator, or close to it; and it grows again as 
far as the 45th degree of latitude. 

3692a, Within what degrees of latitude do you think it could 
be grown, so as to produce a good article of commerce ?—One 
can judge only from what is known to take place in China. I 
believe good tea is confined generally to the climate probably 
extending from 25 to 32 or 33 degrees. 

3693a. Do you understand that the tea-plant is cultivated in 
most of the provinces of China?—-There is no doubt it is. I 
know it to be cultivated in the province of Yannen, which is the 
most westernly province of China, because I have seen it 
brought in considerable quantities toAva; and it was stated 
to be the product of that province. 

3694a. Is it cultivated in any other country besides China?— 
It is cultivated in Japan, in Cochin China, and in Ton quin. 

3695a. Is any of the tea that is grown out of China as good as 
that which is the genuine China tea ?—All other tea that I 
have seen is sufficiently bad. I fake it that a great deal of skill 
and industry are necessary to grow tea. I should think that the 
vine is almost a complete parallel with the tea-plant. The tea 
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_ own to be botanically one species, r>o is the vine; and, X 2f»M;rr, 1830. 
believe, every distinction that arisen between green tea and 


Deneve, every msuncuou mac arises ueweeri gieeu tea uuu ^ Cnmfnrd 
black tea to be owing to climate, soil, and cultivation. The * om <y 

places that produce line teas are like the spots w hich product 
fine wines, from all accounts exceedingly limited; the places 
that produce coarse teas are very widely spread. 


S69 6a. Is the coarse tea in general consumption throughout 
China?—From all 1 have been able to ascertain, it is in very 


general cultivation and general consumption. It could not be 
generally consumed unless it were generally cultivated. The 
people are poor, and could not afford to use it if it were not cul¬ 
tivated upon the very spot where it is consumed. 

3697a. Do the lower orders in China drink tea?—I have un¬ 
derstood universally. Those that reside in foreign countries are 
perpetually sipping tea. I recollect a Hindoo sepoy once called 
my attention to some Chinese who were at work, telling me, 

, that those people never drank water, that they always drank 
tea ; that was the explanation he gave. The matter appeared, of 
course, strange to one of a people who themselves hardly ever 
drink any thing but water. 

3(>98tf. Can you state the description of tea that is in com- 
mm use amongst the lower class of Chinese; is it bohea or 
congo ? — Those are European names. I believe I have under¬ 
stood from the Chinese, who have been in the tea districts, 
that the name of Bohea, particularly, is that of a certain place 
in which some of the finest black tea that is exported is grown ; 
but I think it may be inferred from the statement I have drawn 
up that the tea we name bohea is generally consumed in China, 
I have a comparative statement of the prices of new and old 
tea in Canton in season in 1828-9 ; I find that the bohea tea 
is precisely of the same price in the month of May, when out 
of season, that it is in the month of November, in season; that 
there is not the least variation in the price, whereas there is an 
immense variation in the prices of all the other kinds, par¬ 
ticularly In those dealt in by Europeans, and especially in the 
green teas. 

3699«. Do you infer that the teas consumed in China by the 
Chinese themselves are black teas?—I understand them to be 
universally black. 

3700a. And the great bulk to be of an inferior description ? 
—And the great bulk lo be of an inferior description, of course. 

3701a. Have you recently looked at the qualities of teas 
imported into this country, and can you state the proportion 
which the inferior descriptions of tea bear to the superior?— 
I have made a calculation of that, but I have it not by me. I 
have a statement of the proportions of the higher classes of tea 
in America and in this country. Tea is an article of general 
consumption in this country; it is not so to so great a degree 
in America. There is a larger proportion of good tea consumed 
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in America than there is in this country, and a much larger 
proportion of inferior tea is consumed in this country. 

3702 a, Is it a fact that the great bulk of the imports of teas 
for the English market consists of inferior description of tea — 
The great bulk of the tea consists of congo; X think, probably, 
20,000,000 out of 30,000,000. 

3703a. Arej'ou of opinion that the quantity of fine teas re¬ 
quired for the market of Europe might be augmented in China? 
—-1 should think not very materially. The kinds that are now 
produced, I should think, much resemble in production some of 
the finer wines. There are, as is well known, some particular 
wines of which the quality cannot be much augmented without 
deterioration of quality. But that other fine teas, not at present 
known to us, may be discovered, I have no doubt, because there 
are evidently many fine teas that do not reach us; for example, 
the teas sent to Russia are obviously a different description of 
tea altogether from those that we receive, and the produce ap¬ 
parently of other provinces. 

3704a. Do you know what provinces ?—-No ; I suspect some 
of the central provinces. 

3705a. Is that of a different description from what we im¬ 
port ?—Yes, it differs from it materially; it is evidently another 
production ; it differs from it as much as claret does from bur¬ 
gundy. 

3706a. Are you aware whether fine tea is now produced in 
Some of the provinces of China which have no export to Europe ? 
—I have been told so by Chinese, and the fact is confirmed by 
the most authentic works I have read. 

3707a, What are those provinces?—I understand there is 
very fine tea produced in Yunnan and Honkonang. 

3708a. What kind of tea is produced in Cochin China?— 
Very inferior tea indeed;It is a large-leafed tea; very little care 
seems to be taken in the cultivation, and very little also in the 
preparation. The Cochin Chinese do not infuSe, but boil it. 
The tea, it may be remarked, seems to be a peculiar plant, for 
the larger the leaf and the older, the less strength and flavour 
there seems to be in the tea, and the younger the leaf the more 
delicate and high-flavoured it is. 

3709a. Do the better classes in Cochin China consume 
Chinese tea ?—They do. 

3710a. Is that the case in the Burman empire?—In the 
Bunman empire they consume very little tea, besides what they 
grow themselves. This last, although a genuine tea botanically, 
is a peculiar variety. The Burmese mix it with oil of scasimum 
and garlic, and give it to their guests as a token of welcome. 
There is a very large consumption of it, and it is a considerable 
branch of trade. 

3711a. Can you furnish the committee with any information 
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•ling the Russian tea-trade?—When I resided at Brussels, 25 
about eight or nine months ago, a Belgian gentleman of rank 
offered to furnish me with answers to any queries I might put 
upon the subject. 

3712a. Was he engaged in commerce?—He was notengaged 
in commerce; hut he wrote to a gentleman at St. Petersburg!! 
who was, and I have here a translation of the replies of the 
latter to the questions which 1 prepared. 

3713a. Will you have the goodness to read them. 

[ The witness read the same, as follows 

** What kinds of tea are imported from China to Kiachta ?- 

None but of the first qualities, whether black or green; but the 
great importations consist of black, the green being but of slender 
consumption iq Russia. 

u What arg the prices at Kiachta of low, middling, and first 
qualities ?-—-As the inferior qualities are not imported into Russia, 
ms has been.already seen, the prices cannot consequently be annexed. 
The consumption has a determination towards the first qualities, on 
account of the duty being the same for all kinds, without distinction 
of colour or quality, Thus, a pound of very inferior tea pays exactly 
^ the same custom-house duty as the most select which is imported. 

As to the price, of the first qualities, it is difficult to determine it 
exactly, because- the tea is always taken in barter, against Russian 
and other productions, principally, however, Russian. This barter, 
which is entirely in the hands of the Russian merchants, is an 
obstacle to obtaining, unless very imperfectly, the real price of teas 
at Kiachta. This matter, In fact, is made a secret with the mer¬ 
chants. However, according to the information which I have ob¬ 
tained, the price of black or green tea may be commonly estimated 
at about three paper rubles the Russian pound. 

“ What are the prices of tea at St. Petersburgh ?-The answer 

made to the first question is equally applicable here, as far as relates 
to the inferior qualities, of which the price is not known at St. 
X^tersburgh. On the 'other hand, as in Russia black teas are in 
more request than green, they bear the same price at Petersburg!! 
and Moscow, where the trade is principally conducted ; both kinds 
are commonly sold wholesale at from eight to nine paper rubles the 
Russian pound. The importation duty of three paper rubles, 
charges and profits, included. 

** Arc the teas imported at Kiachta the produce of the provinces 

of'Kiannan and Fokien?- No; they come from the centre of 

China. ^ 

“ Are the teas consumed in Russia equal, in point of taste and 

flavour, to those used in England, France, and Germany ?-They 

are in all respects superior to those consumed in these last coun¬ 
tries. In the first place, as has been already said, the higher quali¬ 
ties only are consumed in Russia. In the next, they undergo no 
sea-voyage—a voyage which causes them to lose much of their 
strength, freshness, and flavour. To make a comparison, I would 
say that the black is of a superior quality to the tea known by us 
under the name df pekoe; and that the green is better than that 
which passes under the name of imperial. In use, the difference 
3 n 
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between the teas coming sea-wise and those coming by land through 
Kiachta, is so remarkable, that it is no exaggeration to say that a 
pound of the last goes as for as two pounds of the first. The tea 
which goes under the name of Caravan tea, sells in Germany and 
France at the rate of 10 or 12 florins the half Netherlands pound. 
But the importation of this tea into the latter countries is very 
trilling, and consequently it is difficult to get it genuine. 

“ What is the quantity of tea annually brought to the fair of 
Kiachta ?—--The importations of tea at Kiachta, and at two other 
places which have the privilege of carrying on the trade, amount 
yearly to 700,000 ponds, or 28,000,000 of pounds. 

“ What class is it that consumes tea in Russia ?-The great 

mass of the nation uses it, from the lord to the peasant or serf, ail 
who possess a little means. 

“ What is the yearly value of the exportations and importations 

at Kiachta?-The value is estimated at 130,000,000 of paper 

rubles. 

“Can any Russian merchant establish himself at Kiachta?- 

The merchants carrying on the trade are for the most part Mus¬ 
covites; but any Russian may engage in it, paying the corporation 
tax (droits des guildes). 

“ What are the principal articles disposed of by the Russians 

to the Chinese?-Among other articles, broad-cloths, velvets, 

•polemites , furs, Italian coral, leather (jails, &c.). 

“ Is there any published work in Russia on the subject of the 

trade carried on at Kiachta ?-The Russian Government has a 

statistical work on the subject, but it is not published.” 


3714a. What is the value of the paper ruble?—About lOJi. 
or thereabouts. 

3715a. Can you state generally the course of the Russian 
trade with China, and the mode hi which the tea is brought to 
Europe ?*■*•! understand that it is a very tedious affair; that 
when the goods are conveyed by water it takes three years from 
Kiachta to the eastern frontier of European Russia, and when 
it comes by land it takes one year. By three years is meant 
three short summers. For eight or nine months of the year 
the rivers are frozen up and impassable. I have always thought 
that this branch of trade much resembled in character the over¬ 
land commerce that was carried on before the discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope; and that if tea brought sea-wise could be 
imported into Russia, scarcely a pound of the tea now used 
would be consumed, fine as it is. The direct commerce between 
Russia and China would then probably be confined to that part 
of the Russian empire which is the immediate neighbourhood of 
China. 

3716a. Do you understand that the Russians experience any 
difficulty from being in immediate contact with the Chinese ?— 
I do not understand that they do. I have read that they have 
even convicts upon the very frontiers. It is stated that there 
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fvvays from 1,000 to 1,500 of these, and that when they ^5 
rape they are immediately taken up by the Chinese govern- ^ . ^ 
merit, and sent back again, with a request that they should 
receive a little additional punishment for polluting the Chinese 
territory, beyond what they had a right to receive for their 
flight, 

3717a. How long did you reside at Sincapore ?—About three 
years. 

3718a. What is the population of Sincapore ?—I think between 
8,000 and 9,000, when I went there in 1823. 

3719**. Were you the resident there?—I was the resident at 
Sincapore, acting under the Governor-general of Bengal. 

3720a* When was the settlement first made at Sincapore ?— 

In 1819. 

3721a. Was it not then in a very rude state ?—There were 
only 200 or 300 Malay inhabitants. 

3722a. In what year did you leave it?—In 1825. 

3723a. What was the amount of the population then ?—I 
have prepared a statement upon that subject, which I will 
deliver in. 

[ The witness delivered in the same , which was read, asfollows :] 
Population of Sincapore for the Five Years ending 1828. 
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Europeans.. .... 

Native Christians. 

Armenians. 

Arabs.. 

Natives of Coromandel 1 

and Malabar.J 

Natives of Bengal and i 
other parts or Hih- I 

<1 os tan.3 

Siamese .. 

Bugis. 

Malays ... 

Javanese . .. 

Chinese. 

African Negroes. 

Total. 


1824. 

1825. 

| 1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

74 

84 

Ill 

87 

108 

74 

132 

206 

188 

193 

16 

9 

18 

19 

25 

15 

10 

17 

18 

17 

.390 

690 

605 

777 

1,095 

366 

226 

384 

244 

291 

_, 

, 

— 

7 


1,851 

1,704 

1,442 

1,242 

1,252 

4,580 

5,130 

5,697 

4,790 

5,336 

— 

38 

146 

267 

355 

3,317 

3,828 

4,2 79 

6,088 

6,210 

— 

*— 

2 

5 

— 

10,633 

11,851 

1 2,905 

13,732 

14,885 


Troops in Sincapore, 561 ; Convicts, 388. 
Increase of population in five years near 40 per cent. 


3724a. Is that number you have stated the entire number of 
persons on the island, or only of fixed settlers ?—I understand 
those to be the fixed settlers. 
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30 . 3725a. Did you find a mixed population of that nature dtH 

to manage ?—By up means; quite the contrary- 

3726a. What is the nature of the harbour of Sincapore ?~ -It 
is an open road ; it is not a harbour. But this is a matter of no 
consequence in those latitudes; there is never a storm there; 
I have never known e ven a squall continue more than half an 
hour or three-quarters of an hour, and such squalls are of no 
great violence. 

3727a. Is it entirely a free port?—Entirely. The Americans 
are excluded from it; but that is in virtue of a treaty we have 
with the Americans, by which, in consequence of enjoying 
certain privileges beyond others at these, they are confined to 
four principal settlements. Sincapore having become a British 
possession since the treaty; of course they are not allowed to 
-trade to it. ' ' 

3728a, Are there ^any duties at Sincapore ?—No; nor any 
port-charges whatever. 

3729a, Do you attribute the increase of the settlement to 
that circumstance ?—No doubt, and to its convenient situation. 

3730a. Can you give the amount of exports and imports to 
Sincapore ?—I have a statement of the imports and exports of 
Sincapore for the,years .1826-7 and 1827-8, which appeared in 
the Sincapore Chronicle'of the 11th and 25th September 1828. 

[ The 'witness delivered in the^&me, which was read , as jbltms .* ] 
IMPORTS. 

The following is a Comparative Statement of the Amount of the Imported 
this Settlement for the "Years 1826-7, and 1827-8. 


Names of Places. 

1826-7. 

1827-8. 

Increase/ 

Decrease. 

From . 

Calcutta ». .. 

Sicca Rupees. 

19,53,1204 

4,03,001^ 

2,55,7004 

28,35,477 

Sicca Rupees; 

23,16,466: 
4,14,697* 
3,76,889; 
19,20,126- 
5,41,673 

Sicca Rupees.' 
3,63,346 
11,6964 
1,21,189 

Sicca Rupees. 

Madras .... 


Bombay .............. 

England .............. 

9,15,850} 

Boreign Europe. 

5,41,673 

Anrmrirfi .. 

3,69,959 
15,13,555 
6,72,523 
3,06,4 38 J 
11,78,6751 
82,122} 
10,525 
4,61,0061 
3,22,7901 
1,00,932? 
31,53,95^1 

3,69,959 

Chhui ........ ....... 

17,92,6741 
8,83,0I5{ 
2,78,627? 
22,84,6374 
1,55,951 
19,3554 
2,75,819 } 
1,08,449} 
2,8964 
35,14,720} 

2,79,119? 

2,10,192} 

Prince of Wales’ Island.* 
lMtilacca. • 

27,811 * 

Javu... ........ 

11,05,962 
73,8281 
8,.830} 

Isle of France.......... 

~~ 

Ceylon f .. ** .. • * ...... 


Siam . ... 

1,85,186 J 
2,14,341 

Cochin China.. 


Aloheen ...... .. 


■ 98,036*1 

Other Native Ports -... 

3,60,761^ 

. 

1,36,19,786 

1,48,85,999^ 

30,76,898 J 

18,10,665’- 


Total Increase of Imports.12,66,2 Sicca 
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The following is a Comparative Statement of the Amount of the Exports of 
this Settlement for the Years 1826-7, and 1827-8. 

- - ~~ 

Names of Place*. 

1826-7. 

1827-8. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

To 

Calcutta. 

Sicca Rupees. 

20,39,7614 

2,78,9264 

5,26,1881 

21,15,118 

; Sicca Rupees.; 

| 16,31,349* 

1 11,38,099 
1,88,012 

Sicca Rupees. 

Sicca Rupees, 
4,08,412 

Madras ,. 

8,59,170* 

Bombay ... * 

3,38,176} 

England . „... 

27,89,5134 

2,72,230} 

15,19,897 

6,74,395* 

Foroign Tho'ope. 

5,74,4574 
24,64,815“ 
4,38,356^ 
3,69,7 77; 
8,26,965] 
59,900- 
3,41,333- 

3,02,226} 

China ..,. .. 

— 

9,44,918 

Malacca ... 

4,80,556 

6,46,122} 

10,26,379 

42,199: 

_ 

Penang .. 

Java , ,. 

2,76,345; 

1,99,413; 

— 

Mauritius, &c« «....... 

1,19,122} 

59,222 


Siam .. 

4,57,713} 

1,16,380 

— 

Cochin China.......... 

2,89,856- 
26,219j 
3,531,384 

85,576 

_ 

2,04,280} 

Aehtwm .. .. 


— 

26,219} 

Other Native Ports .... 

35,17,438* 

— 

13,945* 


1,38,83,062 

1,38,72,010 

22,27,126* 

1 22,38,178J 

1 


Total Decrease of Exports. 


11,052 Sicca Rupees. 


373 hu Have you got an account of the tea imported into 
Sincapore ?—1 have an account of the tea exported, but none 
of the tea imported. It is, however, given in a manner that is 
not very distinct, and I am not able to give the quantities as 
they ought to he given. In 1S26-7 it was 2,462 boxes and 103 
peculs, three chests and 275 packages. In 1827-8, 267 peculs, 
10 catties, 1,572 chests, and 80 packages. 

3732a. Can you give the Committee any notion of the quan¬ 
tity of tea consumed by the Chinese in Sincapore ?—I have an 
extract of a letter which I received from Sincapore about a 
month ago, dated the 31st of July 1829. I put the question to 
one of the principal merchants in Sincapore, and this is the 
answer I received to it:—“ I have not been able to get the in¬ 
formation about the tea-trade in the way that I would wish. 
The Chinese here say a family of six persons will consume 
about 30 catties (40!bs.) annually of good tea, costing 80 to 40 
dollars the pecul (ll^df. to 15<W/. per pound); labourers fully 
twice that quantity, at about 10 dollars the pecul, (3j d. per 
pound.) There can be little doubt that both tea and raw silk 
could be brought here by the junks to any extent, were there 
any inducement for them to do so. I will, however, endeavour 
to get detailed information to some extent, and write you more 
fully hereafter.” 

3733c. Have you formed any calculation of the consumption 
of tea in China, deduced from that datum?—The consumption 
here given for the lower orders is double the consumption for 
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the better classes; it amounts to 70 pounds weight per anntirr^ 
Vrov’furd at an avera £ e » f or the lower classes, for a family of six persons. 
i%, UU ’ ^ ut t, he labouring classes in Sincapore are, in all probability, in 
far more easy circumstances than the labouring classes in China ; 
unci though the tea be cheaper here, it is not likely that the 
lower orders there should be able to consume an equal quantity. 
Supposing they consumed only, one-half of it ? and that the 
population be taken at 14 jI millions, exclusive of Tartary, there 
would be about 280 millions of pounds of tea consumed, or 
about twenty-eight times the consumption of this country. 

3734<a. You have been on a mission to Siam and Cochin 
China ?—I have. 

3735a. Did you find any difficulty in conducting the objects 
of that mission, as arising from your not being clothed with 
authority from the King of tins country?—I certainly did; and 
in the Burman mission also, 

3736a* If you had been considered as deputed from the King 
of- England, do you conceive that you would have had greater 
facilities in- accomplishing the objects of the mission?—1 do 
not know with respect to mere commercial objects that I should 
have had more facility, but I should have had a more gracious 
reception. They Were offended, at receiving a mission from 
a governor or viceroy. Had'my powers been derived from the 
Grown, I should have-been received at Cochin China, where I 
was not received at all. 

3737a. Were you deputed by the Governor-general of India ? 
— I was, 

3738a. Upon what ground do you form that opinion ?—Upon 
the positive assurance-of the persons connected with the court 
of Cochin China. 

3739a. Did you go to Siam in a King’s vessel, or in a merchant ’ 
vessel ?—I went there in a merchant vessel selected expressly 
for the purpose. I might have had an armed vessel; but it was 
my own suggestion that it should be a merchant vessel, and it 
was readily acceded to by the Government, wlio saw the pro¬ 
priety of it. 

^ 3740a, Did you see any of the officers of the court of Cochin 
China?—I did ; and had interviews with them. 

3741a. You have referred, in a statement you have delivered 
in, to the opinions of M. Klaproth; by what means did you 
become acquainted with those opinions?—By reading them in 
M. Klaproth’s works. 

3742a. Have you any means of knowing what Mr. Klaproth’s 
opinion is as to the opening of the trade in China to British 
ships generally ?—I have not. But I should not think that 
M. Klaproth’s opinion was worth a farthing. I should think 
that a recluse scholar, residing in Paris* could be no judge of 
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>rits or demerits of a great political question, touching 25 W 
winterests of this country. John 

$743a. Upon what ground have you thought it expedient to 
give to the Committee any detail of the opinions of M. Klaproth 
upon this subject?—I give no opinion of M. Klaproth whatever. 

1 have given a translation by M. Klaproth oi certain original 
Chinese works. I never quoted any opinion of M. Klaproth. 

3744a. You have stated that you have been in various parts 
of India, and also in the islands, holding various situations; in 
what situation were you lirst admitted into the Company s 
service ?—I went into the Company's service in a medical ca¬ 
pacity in the lirst instance ; through my own industry in some 
respects, and through probably a larger share of good fortune, 

I was in time raised to situations of trust and responsibility. 

3745a. Do you think that the Chinese settlers could cultivate 
the tea-plant with advantage in any of the British possessions 
in India?—They might be usefully employed in that capacity; 
but I should think, from what I know of the character ol the 
Chinese, and of the people of India generally, that without the 
aid of European capital and European superintendence, the 
thing is not to be done in India. 

3746a. Do you think the tea-plant could be cultivated in India? 

_I think there is every reason to think that it might; it has not 

been actually done, and therefore it is difficult to say absolutely 
that it could* But I am given to understand that it is cultivated 
with perfect success in the Brazils. I sec that circumstance 
stated in the work of a man of very considerable abilities, Dr. 
Clark Abel, who accompanied Lord Amherst, and with whom 
I had myself conversations upon the subject. 

3747a. To what extent is it cultivated in the Brazils?—To a 
very trifling extent; and in the botanical gardens of Ilio 
Janeiro. Dr. Abel saw it prepared; and he stated that the 
process was according to the Chinese plan. All this, I should 
say, was reported by him after he had seen the cultivation and 
preparation of tea in China. 

374<8«. Do you think that any considerable commerce could 
be carried on between this country and the ports of Siam or 
Cochin China ?—There is a very considerable commerce carried 
on indirectly through the medium of Sincapore, and one that, 
generally speaking, increases from year to year. 

3749a. Do you mean a direct intercourse between Cochin 
China and Siam, or an intercourse been Cochin China and 
Sincapore, and between Sincapore and Siam ?—I mean a direct 
intercourse between Sincapore and those two countries. 

3750a. Are there any articles that can be sent from this 
country that would be required there ?—There are great diffi¬ 
culties in any direct intercourse with the Siamese. I went upon 
a mission to that country, and I experienced very considerable 
difficulties. 
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375 Art. In what year did you go ?—In 1821, 

, ^ f I 3762a. Can you state the principal difficulties you met with ? 

' JS»/. UT( ’ —The greatest difficulty, 1 think, is the government itself* 
carrying on trade, and all the officers of the government carry¬ 
ing on trade. The king owns junks, the princes own junks, and 
I believe the princesses own large junks. They think that the 
best way of deriving gain from trade ; and have no conception 
that it would be for the benefit of the, country to admit a free 
intercourse. They are in possession of their perquisites, and 
they like to keep them. 

37530. In what way were difficulties thrown in your way; 
was it by prohibitions or duties ?—The duties are inconsiderable. 
The principal difficulty is the government carrying on trade, 
and exercising a right of pre-emption: the duties are not heavy, 
and life and property are perfectly secure. 

3754*0. What articles do they chiefly deal in ?—Siam produces 
a great number of articles ; it is a very fertile and productive 
country. 

3755r/. With what countries do they chiefly trade ?—Their 
principal intercourse is with China. This is a very large trade. 
Bankok? the capital of Siam, is probably the largest Asiatic 
trading place in the East, next to Canton. 

375 6a, Are there articles produced in Siam which are not 
• produced in our colonies, which may become articles of im¬ 
portation into this Country?—We receive at this moment a 
large quantity of the produde of Siam in this country, which is 
brought to Sincapore by the junks . I have mentioned, and 
eventually brought here: as for example, a large quantity of 
sugar, which is found in the price-currents under the name of 
China*and Siam sugar. 

3757 a, Are'there other articles that are peculiar to Siam ?—• 
I do not know that I could name articles exclusively Siamese. 
Gamboge is an article which is not exaetjy peculiar to Siam, 
but it is chiefly brought from that country, it is a produce of 
Gambodia, as its name implies. 

3758®> The question refers to the Malay Peninsula gene¬ 
rally ?~—There are a great number of articles; pepper, teak- 
wood, tin, See, y 

3759 a. Is there any direct commercial intercourse with Siam ? 
—Several ships have gone there; there haVe been several 
American and English ships. 

3760a. To what ports ?—To the port of Bankok, which is on 
the river that runs through a wideband extensive valley, and 
empties itself into the Gulf of Siarfi. 

3761 a. Have ‘^British manufactures found their way into con¬ 
sumption in Siam ?—Very largely, 1 do not know any people 
that consume British manufactures more largely, the population 
being considered, except probably the inhabitants of the island 
of Java, 
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You state that there are eighty or ninety junks trading 25 
China and Siam; can you state what articles are car- ? 
ried in those junks?—A great variety of articles; sugar, pepper, Joi ™ 
gamboge, great quantities of wood for furniture, hides, tin, 
bones of animals, which I believe are partly used as manure, 
and partly in the manufacture of certain utensils. 

37 63a, What are the articles of British manufacture chiefly 
in demand there ?—Chintzes and white cloth, and woollens, 
and now a considerable quantity of cotton twist. 
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Lunce , 29° die Martii, 1830. 

ROBERT RICKARDS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 29 Mar. 1830 . 

3764a. You presented to the Committee a calculation of the Ji. Rickards, 
profit and loss of one year’s investment of the China trade in Es V- 
1820-21, being the last year which you considered to be com¬ 
plete in the several items necessary to make up that charge; 
have you, since making up that account, made up a similar 
account for any other years of the fourteen to which the tables 
allude ?--It appeared to me at my former examination that 
there were some objections made to the statement I then deli¬ 
vered in, in consequence of the amounts of tea purchased in 
China and the quantities sold in this country not corresponding. 

That induced me to refer again to the official documents; and I 
found, upon examination, that there were sundry years in those 
documents when the purchases and the sales more nearly 
agreed. I have therefore got now with inc three statements, 
one of which is for the first year of the series contained in the 
Tables No. 31, 32, and 33 of Papers, &c. 4th June 1829, or 
1814-15 ; the other is for the last year of the series, or 1827-8; 
and the other is an average of the whole period. The two first 
of these statements being for the first and last years of this 
period, and the Committee being in possession of a statement 
for one of the central years, I next cast up all the columns of the 
Tables 31, 32, and 33, and thence deduced an average of the 
purchases, sales, and charges for the whole period; and the 
three statements, thus prepared, are delivered in as containing 
the results of this investigation. 

£ The xvifness delivered in the same , Nos. 1, 2, and 3, which 
were read , as follows .•] 
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No, 1 .-**Sta.*e>ient to show the apparent Result of the East India Compa¬ 
ny’s Tea Trade on the Quantity purchased in Canton in 1814-15, and a 
corresponding Quantity sold in 181546; and taking the Charges in China 
and in England at the same Amount as particularized in the Official Docu¬ 
ment before referred to tor 1820-21 .—[ Vide Parliamentary Papers, 14th 
.May 1824.) 

Cost of 26,195,144 lbs. of tea export¬ 
ed by the East India Company from 
Canton to England in 181446, as 
per No. 32 of “ Papers relating to 
the Trad© with India and China/’ 

' 4th June 1829.£1,743,081 

Freight, and demurrage, 
as per No. 31 of ditto 

ditto .. 1,680,682 

Charges in China and 
England, as before.. 618,849 


Profit..,, 


4,042,612 

60,056 

£4,102,668 


Interest on home bond-debt as 
per No. 21 of " Papers relating 
to the Finances of India, 8cc. 
Feb. 1830,” for the 
16. .. 

Dividends on stock as 
per do. for do. 


year 18.15 
£235,96? 


629,902 

£865,869 


Sale amount of 26,234,244 lljto. of 
tea in 1815-16, as per No. 33 of 
<{ Papers relating to the Trade with 
India and China/* 4th June 
1829.. £4,102,668 


Profit brought down.. 
Deficiency .. 


60,056 

805,813 

£865,869 


in this Account the sale amount of tea, it will be observed, exceeds 
the quantity reported from China j but if five per cent, (as in the other 
statements) be allowed for wastage, and accordingly deducted from the 
sale-price, it will exhibit a loss on thin account of £145,077 instead of the 
small profit above stated, and therefore make the whole deficiency 
£1,010,946. 


No. 2.—Statement to show the apparent Result of the East-India Com¬ 
pany’s Tea Trade, on the Quantity purchased in Canton in 1827-8, and a 
corresponding Quantity sold in 1828^9, and taking the Charges in China 
and England at the same Amount as particularized in the Official Docu¬ 
ment for 1820*21' 

Cost Ui 1827-8 of 31,593,176 lbs. of Sale amount of 30,269,508 lbs. of 
tea, exported by the East-India J tea, in 1828-9, as per No« 4) of 
Company to England, as per. No. “Papers relating to the trade of 
32 of “Papers relating to the Trade ; India and China/* February 1830, 
with I being 















miST/fy, 



T COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


ndia and China, 4th June 

.£1,981,419* 

ight and demurrage, 
as per No. 31 of ditto 783,759 
Charge* in China and 
England as before .. 618,849 


Profit. 


3,384,027 

143,030 


£3,527,05 7 


Interest on home debt for 1828-9, 
as per No. 21 of Papers, 5 * &c\ 
February 1830 .... £158,124 

Dividends on stock for 
ditto, as per ditto .. 629,071 

£787,195 


being a quantity (with the allow¬ 
ance of 5 per cent, for wastage) 
equal to that purchased in 
1827-8 . £3,527,05 7f 


Profit brought down . 
Deficiency,..... 


143,030 

644,165 

£787,195 


• It maybe remarked of this sum, that 30,269,508 lbs. of tea, in the pro¬ 
portions given of the different sorts in the document of No. 41 above referred 
to, would, according to the prices of the period quoted in the Canton Price- 
Current, cost £1,936,564: a sum so nearly corresponding with that in the 
above statement, that we may conclude the prices generally of the price-cur¬ 
rents are those at which the Company’s purchases or contracts are made. 

f In No. 33 of “ Papers relating to the Trade with India and China,'* the 
sale amount of 1828-9 is stated at £3,286,272 on 28,230,383 lbs. This 
would exhibit an actual lose instead of profit, as compared with prime 
cost and charges. There is, indeed, a discrepancy in the official documents as 
to the quantities of tea sold in this year, which the authorities at the India- 
House can alone explain. 

In No. 33 of Papers, &c., as above, the quantity sold is lbs. 

stated to be. 28,230,383 

In No. 38 of the same Papers.. 29,982,080 

In No. 41 of the “ Papers/’ February 1830 .. 30,269,502 

I have taken the larger quantity and sum, as above stated, from the 
Papers of 1830, as appearing to afford a more unobjectionable comparison 
with the quantity of tea purchased. The result is a small profit, but leaving 
an ultimate deficiency, as compared with “ interest on bond debt and divi¬ 
dends,** of more than the whole amount of the dividends. 

Of the item for freight and demurrage, it may be added, that if on further in¬ 
quiry it should be found to contain Indian as well as Chinese freight, it may 
still not exceed the average of freights exclusively Chinese for a series of year9 ; 
since the average of the commercial freights and demurrage given in No. 31 
is no less in the fifteen years herein specified than £854,008. Any surplus, 
however, that may be included In the above-mentioned charge for freight and 
demurrage, would be counterbalanced by the avowed loss on exports to 
China, and other items of loss and charge which might be added to this 
account. 
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No. 3.— Statement to show the apparent Result of the Company’s Tea 
Trade, calculated on an average of the Fourteen Years contained in the 
Tables, Nos. 31, 32, and 33 of “ Papers relating to the Trade with India 
and China,” 4th June 1829, or from 1814-15 to 1827-8 inclusive, and taking 
the Charges in China and England at the same amount as in 1820-21. 


Cost of 2R, 129,230 lbs. of tea, being 
the average of the quantities ex¬ 
ported from Canton to England 
for fourteen years, as per No. 
32 of the u Papers” referred 

to . £1,819,788 

Average of the coimner* 
eial freight and de¬ 
murrage for the same 
period as per No. 31 
of the same Papers . 867,6*54 

Charges in China and in 
England, as before . 618,849 


Profit. 


3,306,291 

277,193 

£3,583,484 


Intere st on home bond-debt, average 
of fifteen years, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the Finances 
of India,” Feb. 1830 £177,352 

Dividends on stock,ave¬ 
rage of ditto ns per 
ditto ditto ........ 630,572 

£807,924 


Sale amount of 25,870,764 lbs. of 
tea, being the average of fourteen 
years’ sales, as per Table No. 33 
of the u Papers,” 8cc. above re¬ 
ferred to . £3,583,484 


Profit brought down . 277,193 

Deficiency . 530,73k* 

£807,924 


N. B. The difference between the export of tea from Canton and sale 
amount in England, is (after the usual allowance of 5 per cent, for wastage,) 
852,000 lbs., and the value thereof in proportion to the above prices 

. . v» 65,000 . ‘ Ea 6 

about * 1 ? but this, or whatever stock may remain on handat the end 

of each year, is carried to another account in the official papers here referred 
to, where it is credited as an asset against other charges and debts! 

An.official account of the stocks on hand at the commencement and close 
of this period might throw further light on this subject, without in all proba¬ 
bility materially affecting the final result. 

* This deficiency is independent of the loss by fire at Canton in 1822, 
amounting to £380,133, which must necessarily be included In a general 
statement of the China trade. 


3765 a. From what documents do you take the amount of 
charges on the trade to China in this account for 1814, seeing 
that the official documents before the Committee only give the 
details for one year, 1820-21?—From the same official docu¬ 
ments from which T took it before, viz. for the year 1820-21, 
contained in the Parliamentary Papers of the 14th of May 1824. 
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Then you assume that as the nearest to the actually Mar. 1830. 
amount which you are able to take?—I am obliged to do so, ~r 
because it is the only official statement of charges I can find ' « 4 ' ’ 

in the papers or-accounts to which I have had access, and I 
therefore assume that the charges may be the same, or nearly 
the same, in each year. 

3767tf. Do you also, in the estimate of 1827-8, take that 
amount of charge as the supposed charge in that year ?—It is 
the only one I have to refer to. 

3768«. Do you consider that the amount of deficiency 
stated in that paper is independent of losses by shipwreck or 
fire of the cargo ?—Entirely. 

3769c. Does not the insurance charged in 1821, of which you 
have assumed an average, provide tor losses of that kind?-— 

For sea risk I presume it does ; but not for the fire at Canton in 
1822. 

3770a, Are the Committee to understand that the result of 
your examination of the official documents before the Com¬ 
mittee is, that whether you take the year '1814-15, tlie'year 
1820-21, or the year 1827-8, or the average of the-whole 
number of fourteen years, the profits of the China trade have 
not been adequate to pay the interest oi the bond-debts in Eng¬ 
land and the dividends on stock?—In the three statements now 
delivered in and the statements I before delivered in lo the Com¬ 
mittee, 1 have given*the best and the fairest view I can extract 
from the official documents referred to of the result of the 
Company’s China trade. If there is any error or omission in 
those documents, for such error or omission I am of course not 
responsible ; but supposing the official documents to be correct, 
or even nearly so, the result, I conceive, must be admitted to 
be a strong corroboration of the abstract position I set out with 
on my first examination, which was that the profits of the Com¬ 
pany’s concern were inadequate to the payment in England of 
the items 1 have inserted in these statements, videlicet, the 
interest on the home bond-debt, and the dividends on stock. 

As before mentioned, I do not pretend to deliver in these state¬ 
ments as perfectly accurate ; they may be liable to some deduc¬ 
tions, but* they are also liable to some additional charges. Of 
whatever adjustments, however, these accounts may be suscep¬ 
tible, the general conclusion I have drawn from them will not, I 
apprehend, be invalidated; and if there is not a sufficiency of profit 
on the Company’s trade to pay the dividends on stock and the 
interest on their home bond-debt, the only inference is, as 1 
stated in 1813, that these items of charge can be no otherwise 
defrayed than from borrowed money, or the territorial revenues 
of India. 

377hr. Will you explain the principle upon which you have 
formed the statements you have delivered in ?—The statements 
I delivered in on my former examination related wholly to the 
China trade. I explained to the Committee at that time, that 
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( placed the interest on the home bond-debt and the divii,—- 
on stock against the profits upon that trade, because I take it 
to be the only source of profit to the East-India Company in 
their commercial concerns, The export trade to China, as I 
stated before, on official authority, was admitted to be a losing 
concern, averaging between .£60,000 and £70,000 per annum. 
The trade to and from India was also admitted to be a losing 
concern ; and as it was quite obvious that neither dividends nor 
interest could be paid out of losses, I knew not where else to 
place this interest and dividends but against the profits upon the 
China trade, 

3772a. Did you leave ottt territorial considerations altoge¬ 
ther ?—My argument is, that these items of charge are in fact- 
paid out of the territ orial profits. 

3773a. In those calculations, you have set the interest of the 
home bond-debt against the profits of the China trade ; but are 
you aware that the interest of the home bond-debt is a disputed 
charge between the territorial and the commercial departments? 
—I know that the East-India Company state it to be doubtful 
what part belongs to the commerce, and what to the territorial 
department ; but I think it is quite obvious, from the general 
tqjnour of the accounts, that their home bond-debt can be only 
considered like the rest of their capital, as money originally 
raised for commercial purposes: and therefore the interest to 
he’chargeable, in the same way as the dividends, on this branch 
of their concerns. This, too, I take to be the intention of the 
Act of the S3 Geo, III. sec. 57, by which interest and dividends 
are expressly chargeable, in the first instance, upon the commer¬ 
cial profits of the Company. It is only stated, in a subsequent 
section, that where the profits are unequal to the payment of 
the dividends, they are to be paid out of the surplus territorial 
revenues of India. 

3774a. There appears in No. 23 of the Parliamentary Papers 
laid before this Committee by order of his Majesty, 1815, assets 
goods on hand, of the value of £5,006,359; and there appears 
on the 1st of Mav, 1829, goods assets on hand, of the value of 
£5,597,959 ; is it not necessary to have the detail of the amount 
of tea on hand at those respective periods, as forming part ot 
those assets, in order accurately to ascertain the correctness 
of your statement?—-I have stated in a memorandum at the 
foot of this statement No. 3, that such an account would be 
desirable, 

3775a. Will it not be necessary, with the same view, that 
you should have a detail of the commercial freight and demur¬ 
rage charged in account No. 31 of the Parliamentary Papers 
285 of the year 1829, fbr the years 1814-15, 1820-21, and 
1827-8, the years for which you have made up the accounts, in 
order to ascertain whether any and what portion of that aggre¬ 
gate charge belongs to the Indian trade ?—Certainly it would 
be desirable to have the details of freight, See. fbr the whole 
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in order to give a fair average thereof for the fourteen 
Deluded in my statement. 

8776«. Are the Committee to understand, that in your ac¬ 
count you have taken the column headed “ Commercial Freight 
and Demurrage,” in account No. 31 ?—That, and that alone. 

3777 a, Do not you suppose that in the first years of that 
column a considerable part of this charge for freight and de¬ 
murrage arises out of the Company’s freight, to India ?—* I 
explained in my former examination, that there were no docu¬ 
ments which enabled me to separate the Indian from the Chi¬ 
nese freight; neither does it appear dear from this table, No. 31, 
whether it is or is not intended to include the Indian freight. It 
is probable enough that it does include the Indian freights as 
well as the Chinese; but having no official document to rest 
upon, I thought it best, as before explained, to take the figures 
as I found them in this document, and to state my reasons for 
so doing, admitting at the same time the probability of the 
Indian freight being included. Now if that freight is included, 
knowing, as we do, that the East-India Company have of late 
years taken up ships for India, at the rate of from £9 to £12 a 
ton, and referring to another document* in this collection, 
wherein the Indian tonnage for the year 1821 is given at some¬ 
where about 6000 tons ; it is therefore obvious that, in the case 
supposed, we should only have to deduct about £60,000 or 
£70,000 for Indian freight from the amount copied into my 
statementand if so, this excess of charge maybe thought to be 
fully counterbalanced by the admitted loss on the Company's 
export trade. 

3778 a. Will it be necessary that the Committee should have 
before them an account of the wastage or loss suffered by the 
Company on the importation of their teas, with a view of ascer¬ 
taining the accuracy of your accounts ?—That would be also 
desirable; for as there is no official document in these papers 
to show what the amount of wastage is, it can only be taken on 
an estimate of what private individuals have sustained in the 
same course of trade. 

3779/?. You have made these calculations entirely" from the 
Parliamentary Papers, without taking into consideration at 
what price the tale has been converted into the pound sterling? 
—I have taken the whole cost of the teas in China at the rate 
stated in the official documents. 

3780<?. Would a considerable difference appear in the result 
of your calculations, supposing the tale should have been esti¬ 
mated at 6s, 8 d; being only 6s, in reality?—That would 
of course make a difference in the conversion of tales into sterling 
money -, but with that exchange I have nothing to do here. 
The prime cost of the tea to the Company is officially stated in 
No. 32 of these papers to be so many pounds sterling, and that 
amount I have taken; in other words. I assume that the teas 
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have actually cost the Company so many pounds 
because it is so officially certified, 

378ia. In making that calculation, had you regard to the 
annual accounts laid before Parliament, of the statement of the 
commercial profits of the Company which are here consolidated 
in No. 21 of these papers I have looked at that account. 

3782a. Do you believe that account to he correct from your 
examination ?—I dare say it is correct as far as it goes. It 
bears the official signature of Mr. Leach, and purports to be 
furnished from the India Board Office. 

3783a. Does not that account show a profit to the Company 
upon their transactions I cannot perceive it. 

3784//. Have the goodness to refer to No. 23, at the bottom 
of the page, where you will find a memorandum, which states, 
that the “ amount set apart from surplus commercial profits for 
liquidation of debt, subsequent to 1st of May 1814, and not 
deemed repayable by the territory, has amounted in several 
years to a very huge sum ; altogether to £4,923,021 ?-1 per¬ 
ceive a memorandum to that effect tacked to the bottom of the 
account No. 23 ; but I cannot find out where the profit comes 
from: it certainly does hot arise out of this account. 

3785a. Your evidence goes to state, that the dividend and 
the interest on the bond are paid out of the territorial revenues 
of India; whereas those accounts state that the charges paid in 
England, on account of the territory by the commercial branch, 
exceed the advances made in India to the commercial branch 
for the purpose of buying tea at Canton ?—It is so stated in 
this memorandum. Profit is the balance of a commercial ac¬ 
count, after a fair and full deduction of every description of 
charge ; and there is no such account, that I can find, in this 
collection, to show a real profit upon the Companj^s commercial 
concerns. 

3786a. Are you aware that it has never been admitted on 
the part of the Company that the interest of the bond-debts is 
chargeable upon the commerce ?—I have seen it so stated ; but 
my authority is the Act of Parliament. 

3787a. Are you not aware that the Company, in the ac¬ 
counts they presented to Parliament, have regularly appended 
a note to reserve their claims to the bond-debt?-*-! have seen 
intimations to this effect. 

3788a. Are you aware that the China ships are employed 
sometimes in carrying out troops and stores?—I am. 

3789a. Do you suppose that the freight and demurrage upon 
ships so employed are fairly to be taken as chargeable entirely 
upon the commercial account ?—Not on the commercial ac¬ 
count. Ihcpolitical freight and demurrage are stated separately 
in this very table, No. 31, viz, in the second column. 

3790a. You are understood to state, that after a strict exa- 
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of paper No. 21, you cannot perceive that any profit 29 M 
to the Company upon their general trade P—I cannot ; 
neither can I find out whence this profit arises. The memo¬ 
randum alluded to struck me at the time I first inspected these 
accounts; and, upon examining the two next accounts, 24 and 
25, which may he considered as a kind of riders to the other 
genera! account 23, for they also contain a general statement 
of the debts and assets of the East-India Company, the one as 
the same stood on the 1st of May 1815, and the other on the 
1st of May 1828, a fresh difficulty presented itself. In the first 
of those accounts. No. 24, after placing the whole of the assets 
against their debts, and estimating the former at their own 
valuation, there is a “ balance deficient ’’ stated in this account 
of £2,611,311, and on the account 1828 there is a “ balance 
deficient” of £10,102,812, thus showing that the Company’s 
affairs have deteriorated between 181.5 and 1828, in no less a 
sum than about seven millions and a half sterling. These, there¬ 
fore, are obviously not the accounts that would indicate any 
thing like profit in the Company’s concerns. 

3793 a. What, in your estimation, would be the reduction in 
the price of tea to the consumer in this country, if the Company’s 
monopoly were done away with ?—I stated that fully in my 
former examination. 

3792 a. Would that ..reduction be effected by a saving in the 
price of shipping, or the original cost-price in Canton ?—Both 
the one and the other. 

3793a. In what degree ?—1 have given it. in detail in the 
Statement (B) delivered in’upon my former examination. 

3794a. In the event of the monopoly ceasing, and supposing 
that in consequence of that the persons who now trade to China 
had recourse to smuggling much more than it now exists, would 
not that diminish the disposition of the Chinese government to 
cultivate commercial relations with this country?—It does hot 
appear to me that the opening the trade to China would increase 
the disposition to smuggling. There are only certain articles 
the import or export of which is prohibited in China. One of 
those articles, opium for example, I conceive to be of such indis¬ 
pensable necessity to the Chinese of all ranks, that it would be 
imported in despite of any duties or laws to the contrary; but 
with regard to all other articles of trade, I see no reason why 
smuggling should be increased from the circumstance of the 
trade being opened; or if it did increase in consequence of 
enormous duties or unjust laws, the Chinese government, with 
whom alone the regulation of this matter rests, would doubtless 
modify the system as soon as they should find it to be for their 
own interest to do so. 

3795a. Would not you say that the smuggling is at present 
of less consideration to the Chinese government than it would 

3 T 



H* Rickards, 



<SL 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

39* be if the trade were thrown open ?—As far as I am acquainted 
with the China trade, I do not believe that smuggling is a sub- 
f ject of so much consequence in the estimation of the Chinese 
government as it appears to be in ours, or else that they would 
take more effective measures for preventing it. There is no 
doubt that the Chinese authorities connive at the importation 
of opium into China. They are generally understood secretly 
to sanction it; besides which, a despotic government, like that 
of China, cannot fail to benefit itself in a variety of ways besides 
that of collecting legal duties. 

379 6a. Will you explain your reasons for thinking that, in 
case of the competition of an open trade, the cost-price of teas 
would be lower in China ?—The Company, as it appears from 
the records in print, are in the habit of disposing of certain 
quantities of exports from this country, woollens, for example, 
to the Hong merchants ; and they require the Hong merchants, 
who enter into contracts with them for teas, to take certain 
quantities of those articles in proportion to the amount of teas 
contracted for. It is very natural that the supercargoes should 
require as large a price as possible for the articles thus disposed 
of to the Hong merchants; but the latter pretend, at least, that 
on the re-sale of the articles they are subject to loss. In pro¬ 
portion, therefore, as they give high, or (as they say to them,) 
losing prices for the articles they take from the Company, they 
will as naturally demand higher prices for their teas in return. 
The Company’s transactions with the Hong merchants are thus 
virtually a trade of barter, I have therefore no doubt in rny 
own mind, that if the trade was thrown open, and the teas pur¬ 
chased for real ready-money prices by private merchants, they 
would be enabled to procure this article, if not immediately, 
at least in the course of a short time, at a cheaper rate than it 
is now paid for by the India Company. 

3797 a. Then the export of British manufactures from this 
country to China to that extent would cease?—My impression 
is that, the export would be incalculably increased, and that 
for the reasons I have explained in my former examination. 

3798 a. You are understood to state, that those articles now 
exported appear to be taken by compulsion ?—In the case 
I have supposed of free trade, there could be neither compulsion 
nor undue influence used. A private merchant must sell his 
goods for what he can get; if he cannot get a high price for 
those goods, he must take a low one. 

3799a. Are the goods much in demand in China after they 
are sold to the Hong merchants by the East-India Company ?— 
I conceive they are; but the Hong merchants are obliged to 
take them at a higher price than they themselves admit to be 
profitable to them. 

3800a. Do they take them at a higher price than is given to 
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'rnerican importers?,- I have no access to American sales; 29 Mar. 1830. 




out the- Hong merchants, so far as we can learn from public 
records, state* or at least it has been stated for them, that they 
are losers by the woollens and metals they have taken at the 
Company's prices: it is therefore natural to conclude, that if 
they have been losers, they will put that loss upon the tea which 
the Company require to take from them in return. 

3801a. Have you examined the prices of teas at Canton suffi¬ 
ciently to be able to say whether the merchants of other 
countries purchased them at a lower cost price than the Conir 
puny?—1 know that some private merchants have ; those that 
have brought home tea in the privileged tonnage of the Com¬ 
pany’s ships. 

3802a. Can you state whether it is the case with the American 
trade ?•—I have no document at hand to prove it; and I am 
unwilling to advance any thing as a fact without adequate au¬ 
thority ; but I may add, that I have generally understood it to 
be the case. 

3803a. Do you happen to know the rate of freight at which 
the East-India Company now charter their ships for a direct 
voyag'e to and from China?—I can only state that too from 
general information; because there is no official-document.for 
it in the papers now before me, but it is generally understood 
that the Company’s large ships cost them - from £20 to £25 a 
ton, including the Company's own ships, and taking into ac¬ 
count the whole period of their present charter. At present 
the rate of freight is, I believe, somewhat lower. 

380-l>a. Do you mean the ships now contracted for?---Yes; I 
mean the whole fleet of 1200-ton ships. 

3805a. Will you be good enough to state the rate of freight 
at which you think you could yourself charter a first-rate mer¬ 
chant ship from this country for a voyage to Canton and back ? 
—1 have never, of course, had occasion to freight a ship from 
England to Canton and back; but I have no doubt that it 
may be done at the rate of about £12 per ton for the Whole voy¬ 
age. Besides which, if the trade were free, many ships would 
make successful voyages to India, the Eastern islands, or other 
parts, and thence to China ; in which cases £8 to £10 per ton 
would amply remunerate them as a homeward freight. 

3806a. Do you conceive that the articles of British manufac¬ 
ture imported into China from this country are sold there at a 
lower rate by the Americans than the same articles imported 
into China by the Company ?—-That I cannot tell, never having 
seen the account-sales of an American consignment; but I con¬ 
clude that they have upon the whole sold them at a profit; 
because otherwise, I think, they would hot have carried on so 
large a trade as they have done for such a length of time. 
3807a. Do you conceive the Company have fixed too high a 
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price upon those articles ?—I cannot positively tell what the 
actual price of the Company is, compared with the prime cost 
of the article, without seeing official documents for the purpose; 
bat whatever that price is, the Company have of themselves 
stated that it has been attended with regular loss to them. 

3808a. And yet you consider that the reason of the high price 
of tea, as purchased by the Company, is the high price which 
they place on articles of British manufacture exported by them 
to China, by which, according to your account, they are losers ? 
—The prices for which the woollens are sold in China may pro¬ 
duce the effect which I have explained on the price of tea, and 
yet be very possibly a losing concern to the East-India Com¬ 
pany; for the 'prices of the Company’s teas, and the gain or loss 
on their exports, are not regulated by a common ratio or mea¬ 
sure. Those exports, in addition to prime cost, being loaded 
with certain charges, might be sold to the Ilong merchants at a 
price which would either yield a gain or a loss to the East-India 
Company. In the present instance it is stated to be a loss; 
and I do not myself see how that loss is to be at all mixed up 
with the prices which the Hong merchants charge on the tea to 
the Company. The price of the tea will be affected by the 
actual prices charged on the woollens to the Hong merchants, 
whether that be gain or loss to the Company. 

3809«. You are understood to state, that the reason why the 
East-India Company purchased their tea so disadvantageously, 
in your opinion, is on account of their compelling the Hong 
merchants to purchase their English manufactures at the high 
rate which they choose to affix upon them ?•— I have stated that 
as one cause ; that is, that the actual prices , not the gain or loss , 
on the woollens, would naturally affect the price of tea: but I 
have no doubt, also, that if the trade to Canton was thrown open, 
and free competition allowed between buyers and sellers, that 
free competition would have the effect of increasing production 
and of lowering prices, in the same way that competition pro¬ 
duces the same effect in all other parts of the world, and in all 
other branches of trade. 

3810a, Does not this competition, in point of fact, at present 
exist with respect to other nations trading at this time in com¬ 
petition with the East-India Company ?—There are no other 
nations that trade to China to any extent, that I am aware of, 
except the Americans; and the Americans cannot carry goods 
to China upon the same favourable terms that British traders 
could do, if they were freely admitted into the trade. I there¬ 
fore think that the present prices of tea to the Company admit 
of no fair comparison with the rates at which they could be pro¬ 
cured by British traders, if they were allowed free access to the 
port at Canton. 

3811a. In what respect do the Americans now trading suffer 
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[vantages which would not be applicable to the English free- 
rs, supposing the trade were thrown open -I explained that ^ 
fully in my former examination. I explained how the facilities 
which British and Indian traders could reciprocally give to each 
other-by means of free access to the port of Canton, was, in my 
estimation at least, a matter of so much national importance as 
to be entitled to the most serious consideration. The superior 
advantages hence resulting to British traders would not be con¬ 
fined to advantages over Americans alone, but over all the other 
traders of the world; and not only in respect of Canton itself, 
but for the conveyance of produce, both British and Asiatic, to 
various other countries. 

3842a. Do you consider that there can be a free competition 
of-trade carried on at Canton ?—I have not the least doubt of it. 

3813a. And that the establishment of the Hong would form 
no obstacle to such free competition ?—>From ah that I have 
heard of the Hong merchants iri China, and their disposition 
towards the free-traders who proceed from India to China, I 
cannot for a moment doubt their willingness to promote, and 
not to obstruct, a perfectly free trade with Canton. 

3814a. Do you consider that the articles of British nianufac- 
, ture which are found the most saleable at Canton, could be sold 
at a lower rate than they are, in pointuf fact, sold by the East- 
Xridia .Company, and still at a remunerating price? —I think 
they might. 

3815a. Xs it to be collected from the answer you have already . 
given, that you consider dollars to be the article vvith which the 
trade can be most advantageously carried on with regard to the 
trade at Canton?—At present*it is commofily supposed that 
dollars are the article mostly to be depended on for the purpose 
of purchasing commodities in the China market. In certain 
proportions they are perhaps the most advantageous, under the 
present limited circumstances of the trade ; but if the trade was 
thrown open, I conceive that a great change would take place 
in the general course thereof, much the same as has taken place 
in India. Formerly it was thought necessary to carry bullion 
to India ; at present we find that there is no necessity for con¬ 
veying either gold or silver to India ; that goods will answer as 
well, and in some cases better; and I do conceive that, in the 
course of perhaps the same time which has been occupied in 
giving-a taste to the Indians for British manufactures, the same 
effect will probably be produced upon the Chinese. 

3816a. Do you mean to say that, at this time, any other cargo 
will be an equally profitable investment in the Indian trade with 
dollars ?—Certainly I do; I say that from perfect knowledge of 
the fact. 

3817a. Has the export trade to India been uniformly a pro¬ 
fitable one ?^~I do not say uniformly. In all great branches of 
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trade, like that which exists between England and India, there* 
must inevitably be losses. I believe there is no other great 
branch of trade, out of Great Britain, in which losses are not 
equally experienced ; but X do say that, upon the whole, the 
export trade to India has been profitable to those concerned in 
it. I could myself state instances where I know that consign¬ 
ments of goods from this country to Bombay have yielded a pro¬ 
fit of upwards of 50 per cent. 

38 Do you conceive that any portion of those losses has 
accrued from consignments of dollars to India ?—No; my posi¬ 
tion is, that dollars are not now sent to India; and certainly no 
consignment of dollars would ever yield such a profit as I have 
before stated. 

3819#. Are you not. aware of many severe losses incurred in 
the export trade to India?—I have heard of losses, and I have 
no doubt that many losses have been incurred, Jbut I am not 
particularly acquainted with any. 

3820#. Are you not aware of many consignments of Euro¬ 
pean goods to Calcutta having been sold under European prime 
cost oil many occasions ?—In large branches of trade, like that 
between India and England, consignments will be oftenTsent to 
India that are ill calculated for the Indian market. At the first 
opening of the trade, several manufacturers in this country, and 
other speculators, anxious to get rid of old stocks, sent out those 
stocks to India, in utter ignorance as to whether they were or 
were not fit for the Indian market. Many of those consignments 
certainly sold at a considerable loss; but where goods are sent 
out to India well suited to the market (and many of such goods 
have passed through my own hands), I know, and speak posi¬ 
tively, to their being attended with profit to the consignors. 

3821a. Do you consider that the losses which may have taken 
place in the export trade from England to India have been more 
or less than the losses which have taken place in other branches 
of export trade ?—When I look at the return of the export trade 
from England to India, and the enormous increase that has taken 
place since 1813, I cannot conceive the possibility of that trade 
in the aggregate being otherwise than profitable. 

3822#. Is it not within your knowledge that within the last 
few years, and even now, considerable quantities of bullion are 
brought from India to Great Britain ?—Certainly it is. And 
this is another marked change in the history of European inter¬ 
course with India. 

3823#. Can you state what proportion of the export trade 
from this country has consisted of cotton ?~I could not state it 
from recollection, or without referring to official documents; 
but the quantities are upon record, and I believe on the table of 
the Committee. 

3824#. Do you know that the price of those articles has been 
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reduced in this country since the trade was partially 2i) 
ied ?—I do know it. 
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382 5a. Has not that been the means of spreading our manu- Esq, 

factures in India to the detriment of the manufactures in that 


country ?—It has been the means of widely spreading the use 
of British manufactures. 


3826a. Have not the muslins of Glasgow superseded, in a 
great degree, muslins the manufacture of India ?—They have; 
but, according to my view of the case, greatly to the advantage 
of India. 


3827a. Did you ever hear that half a million of weavers were 
thrown out of employment in the Dacca district ?•—Sych is the 
poverty of the lower classes of Bengal, as well as in other parts 
of the country, that we know on the best authority that the 
weavers there are, as elsewhere, also cultivators of the soil; or, 
as they are commonly termed, ryots; and in as far as their 
attention is now confined, or can be confined, to one branch of 
business instead of being devoted to two, I conceive that the 
change will be greatly for their advantage. If, in the interim, 
the inhabitants of India can get Glasgow muslins at a cheaper 
rate than they can Dacca 'muslins* there can be no question 
about the policy of encouraging the import. 


3828a. Do you think that it would be of advantage to India 
that the whole of that class of weavers should be deprived of 
their employment ?—I think that India is now in that state in 
which it would be most for its advantage to have its industry 
directed to the raising of raw produce, instead of to the produc¬ 
tion of dear manufactures. 

3829a. And to have no manufactures ?—If the native Indians 
can he supplied with manufactures at a cheaper rate by Enjjj- 
land than they can manufacture them at home, I think it is 
decidedly for their advantage to take our manufactures in pre¬ 
ference. 


3830a. Can you state how many millions of weavers there are 
in India ?—I cannot. 


3831a. Do not you know that they are a very numerous class ? 
—They are a numerous class : but the larger proportion of them 
are, as l said before, cultivators also. 

3832a. You have stated, that in your opinion the great intro¬ 
duction of cotton manufactures into India has superseded the 
manufactures of India; do you suppose that the government oi 
China would allow the introduction of articles into that country 
which should supersede the manufactures of their own inhabi¬ 
tants 'The government of China would,, in my opinion, act very 
absurdly, if they interpose their authority to prevent the intro¬ 
duction of a commodity into China which was to benefit their 
own subjects, and improve their own revenue. 
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3833a. From your knowledge of the government of China, 
whether absurdly or not, do you believe that they would inter¬ 
pose to prevent the large introduction of such manufactures'?--- 
I know nothing of the present intentions or motives of the 
government of China. I can only reason on the improbability 
of the thing, from its being so obviously at variance with the 
interest, not only of the people, but of the government itself. 

3834«. Supposing they were so disposed to act in the manner 
suggested by the question, do you think, if it were for" the in¬ 
terest of the consumers to obtain cheap manufactures, that the 
government of China could prevent the introduction of manu¬ 
factures into that country ?~-I have always considered the 
Chinese to be so truly a commercial and industrious people, 
that if any injurious laws or regulations of that nature existed 
in China, they would, as they have done with regard to opium 
and dollars, most completely set them at nought. 

3835c?. Supposing the ryots in India were entirely to abandon 
the occupation of weaving, what effect do you conceive that 
would have upon the agriculture of that country ?—Under cer¬ 
tain modifications of the agricultural, or rdthef revenue Systems 
of India, I think it would have a very beneficial effect upon the 
state of agriculture generally. It would tend to the raising of 
various articles of raw produce in greater abundance than at pre- ' 
sent; and this is an object to which the Indians in their present 
low state of civilization and wealth, might have their attention - 
directed with the greatest prospect of benefit to themselves. 

3836a. Are there not opportunities of improving the agricul¬ 
ture of India, both by extending the quantity of surface under 
cultivation, and also by improving the methods of cultivation 
upon that which is already cultivated?—The countries that we 
possess in India are, generally speaking, of the most fertile and 
productive kind | but the system of agriculture is bad in the 
extreme, and the wretchedness of the pepple equally so. Under ' 
a different system, and with improved resources, the 1 *agriculture 
of India would be extended not- only over larger surfaces 6f 
country, but also very much improved in those parts of it which 
are now in a productive state. 

3837 a, In the most fertile parts of India are there not very 
considerable portions of country which are not now cultivated 
at all ?—There is a great deal of wast'e land, which under 
a different system might be brought into cultivation; but I 
think that the cultivation of those lands and districts which,are 
now occupied and worked, might be materially improved by 
the application of capital, if the means were only granted for its „ , 
natural accumulation. .India now produces many articles of^ 
great importance and most extensive consumption in this court-. % 
try, and is capable, with due encouragement, of extending these 
supplies to meet any demand that might arise for them hyrev 
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38a. Then you conceive that the first improvement in 2V 
■[culture would be to improve the cultivation of those lands 
which are now cultivated by the application of additional capi¬ 
tal, rather than by bringing waste lands into cultivation ?—Pro¬ 
bably it would. I allude, however, to the advantages which 
would result, in either or both cases, from free intercourse and 
the accumulation of capital. The preference of one to the 
other would depend, in many instances, upon local circum¬ 
stances and the vicinity to markets, 

8839a. Is it not the fact, that at the present moment European 
manufactures are admitted into China by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment ?—They are. 

3840a. Are you aware whether or not it is considered the 
policy of the Chinese government to exclude any species of 
British manufacture ?—I am not aware of any regulation or 
law to that effect. I know that British manufactures are an¬ 
nually exported from this country to Canton. 

8841a. Are therenot some laws excluding the export of theirown 
manufactures ?—There are laws prohibiting the export of silver. 

3842a. Do you not conceive that the course of trade now 
carried on between the Company’s Factory at Canton and 
the Hong merchants resolves itself very much into a trade of 
barter ?—Virtually it does, certainly, as I have explained in a 
former answer. 

3843a. And therefore the prices of the British manufactured 
commodity on the one hand, and of the tea on the other, may 
be arbitrary prices, and not regulated by the prices in the mar¬ 
ket ?~ Certainly. 

3844a. Would not that explain, to a great degree, the losses 
which the Company state themselves to sustain upon the sale 
of woollens, and might it not enhance the gains which the}' are 
stated to derive upon the sale of tea in this country ?■—If the 
prime cost of tea was raised in China in consequence of this 
barter trade, it would rather diminish their profit in this country 
than increase it. A high prime cost in China would, however, 
occasion a higher upset price in the sales in this country. 

3845a. As long as the trade is a trade of barter, is it not 
difficult to say upon which part of the trade a gain or loss 
ensues ?—It would be difficult, I think, to state the actual 
amount of loss on either side, as between the sale of one article 
and the purchase of another, but no difficulty in ascertaining 
the aggregate amount of loss on the whole adventure. 

3846a. You are aware that the Chinese manufacture a great 
deal of cotton into cloths of various descriptions in China?—I am. 

3847a. Is it within your knowledge that the East-India 
Company have very recently sent British manufactured cotton 
cloths to Canton ?—It is so stated in the official documents. 
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3848a. Would you infer from that that there can 
disposition on the part of the Chinese to exclude the manufac¬ 
tured cotton cloths of this country from China ?—I cannot, form 
a conception of the Chinese being averse to receive an article 
into China, which is so perfectly consonant with their own wants 
and their own habits. 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 
3849a. Have you any further information to offer to the 
Committee in addition to the evidence you gave on a former 
day ?—I was asked respecting the freights from China to Sinca- 
pore: I have got a short paper upon that subject which,I will 
read; it is a statement of the freight in Chinese junks in the year 
1821. In a voyage from Saigun, in Cambodia, to Sincapore, 
the rates of freight in jtlnks are as follows : For fine goods, such 
as cotton and silk manufactures, 10 in 100; for tea, 10 in 100 ; 
sugar, 20 in 100; rice, 40 in 100. From Amoy and Fokien to 
Sincapore, the freight paid for black tea is 1 dollar 40 cents 
per pecul, equal to between one halfpenny and three farthings 
per pound. 

I have also a statement of the particulars of the'cargo of a 
junk from Amoy in Fokieft, which arrived at Singapore on the 
25th January 1824, after a voyage of thirteen days, burthen 
between 200 and 250 tons; if is as follows: Earthenware, of 
32 different sizes and patterns, 660,250 pieces; flooring tiles, 
10,000; cfoping stones, 200; black varnished paper umbrellas, ' 
12,000; variegated ditto, 3,000'; pastry, 50 boxes; confee- 
tionery, 166 boxes ; dried fruit, 60 boxes; kin-chin, a kind of 
esculent plant," 12 bundles; dried fungus, esculent, 6 boxes' 
dried mush rooms, 6 boxes ; dried fruit, 40 baskets; sugar- 
Candy, 50 boxes; vermicelli, 8 boxes; salt fish, 5 baskets; 
kanlan, a fruit somewhat resembling an olive, and pickled in 
salt, 100 jars; medicines, 10 bags ; silk shoes, 10boxes ; cloth 
ditto, 10 boxes; straw ditto, 5 boxes; incense tods, 20 boxes ; 
famp-oil, 10 casks; tobacco, for the market of Celebes, 350 
boxes; ditto, for the use of the Chinese residents, 220 boxes; 
combs, 10 boxes; hair pencils, 1 box; dry salted. vegetables,' 
40 jars ; pickled ditto, 400 jars; nankeens’ 100 bales; ditto, 20 
boxes; gold'laced thread, 20 boxes; tea, 110 boxes. The 
total value of the cargo was estimated at 60,000 Spanish dol¬ 
lars, or near £13,000. 

The next statement 1 have is the estimated value of the cargoes 
of four Chinese junks which arrived at Sincapore in 1824 and 

1825. In the Canton junk which arrived at Sincapore in 1824, 
the value of the cargo was 75,000 dollars, burthen 600 tons. In 
a junk of Amoy of the same year, the value of the cargo was 
60,000 dollars, burthen 225 tons; of a Canton junk that arrived 
in 1825, the value of the cargo was 20,000 dollars, her bur¬ 
then 375 tons, and the number of her passengers 670. In the 
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junk tlitit arrived in 1825, the value of her cargo was 29 Mar. 19,30, 


0,000 dollars, her burthen 470 tons, and the number of her 


passengers 625 

I have also the particulars of the cargo of a Siamese junk 
which arrived at Sincapore in 1824 ; they are as follows : white 
sugar, 1,350 peculs, the value of which, at 6 Spanish dollars 50 
cents per pecul, was 8,775 dollars ; coarse sugar, 80 peculs, at 
two dollars GO cents, value 212 dollars: fine rice, 20 koyans, at 
68 dollars, 1,360 dollars ; coarse rice, 25 koyans, at 55 dollars, 
1375 dollars; salt, 20 koyans, at 27 dollars, 540 dollars ; oil, 
cocoa-nut, 150 peculs, at 5 dollars 66 cents, 849 dollars; stilac, 
150 peculs, at 13 dollars, 1850 dollars; nankeens, large, 1,000 
pieces, at 60 dollars per 100, 600 dollars ; tobacco, 25 peculs, at 
16 dollars per pecul, 400 dollars ; salt fish, 50 peculs, at five dol¬ 
lars, 250 dollars ; the total amount of Spanish dollars is 16,212, 
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JOHN STEWART, Esq. a Member of the Committee, was 
examined. 


385Or;. How often have you been in China, and during what J Stewart , Esq. 


years 


?—I have been in China seven times. I first went to M P 


China in the year 1800. I was also there in 1803, in 1804, in 
1805, in 1806, and in 1807-8 ; and I was there also in 1817. 

3851a. Had you extensive dealings with the Hong and outside 
merchants when you were there?—I had, during several of the 
years I have mentioned ; in some of the years I had no dealings 
with them. 

3852a. Will you state what opinion you have formed of them 
as a commercial people or an anti-commercial people ?—From 
the intercourse 1 have had with the Chinese at Canton, I cer¬ 
tainly consider them a people of very great commercial enter- 
prize, although I believe the policy of the Chinese government 
is against extending the foreign commerce of the country. 

3853a. Have you not visited almost every port of India?—I have. 

3854;;. Will you state to the Committee what comparative 
facility for transacting business, with reference either to the 
captain of a ship or to the merchant, there is at Canton, com¬ 
pared with the facility at Madras, Bombay, or Calcutta ?—I 
think the facilities afforded by the Chinese for the transaction of 
commercial business at Canton are decidedly greater than at any 
other port of the world that I have ever visited. 

3855a. Were you present at Canton at any time when the 
commercial intercourse was interrupted between the Company 
and the Chinese?—Yes; 1 was there in 1807 or 1808, when it 1 
was suspended in consequence of Admiral Drury taking posses¬ 
sion of the island of Macao. 

3856a. Will you state how the interruption began, and what 
were the consequences arising out of it ?—Admiral Drury ar- 
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rived at Macao, on the coast of China, I think, about the 
month of August or September 1808, and belauded a military 
force from his squadron, including some transports he had under 
his charge, and took possession of the island of Macao, with the 
consent, as I understood, of the Portuguese, who surrendered it 
on some understanding between the two nations. Immediately 
on this being made known at Canton, the Chinese government 
insisted upon our troops being withdrawn, which was refused, and 
they immediately put a stop to all commercial intercourse with 
the British, and declared their determination not to renew any 
commercial intercourse with them until our troops were with¬ 
drawn from Macao. 

3857a, Did they actually suspend all commercial intercourse 
with English ships ?—Entirely so, both with the country ships 
and with those of the East-India Company; and on that oc¬ 
casion, I think the suspension continued for a period of four or 
five months, to the best of my recollection. 

3858 a. Had the Company's supercargoes any thing to do 
with the cause of that' interruption ?—Yes; it was understood 
that they had: indeed I had reason to know that the expe¬ 
dition was sent by the supreme government of India to take 
possession of Macao, in consequence of an opinion that the 
French had an intention of that sort, and the expedition was 
sent to anticipate the supposed intentions of the French. 
Admiral Drury came to China with orders from Lord Exmouth, 
who at that time commanded in chief in the Indian seas, to act 
in concert with the Select Committee of Supercargoes at Canton, 
and that he was not to adopt any measures that did not meet 
with their concurrence ; that fact I have heard Admiral Drury 
repeat himself frequently on that occasion. 

3859«. How was that interruption terminated ?—During the 
four or five months that the trade was suspended, negotiations 
were constantly going on between the Chinese authorities and 
the British admiral and the Select Committee, and also between 
the Chinese authorities and commanders of the country ships, 
and the trade was not renewed until the whole of the troops 
were withdrawn. It ended, hi the admiral withdrawing the 
whole of the troops from Macao, and returning with them to 
India; and as soon as the troops were embarked the trade was 
re-opened. 

'3860a, Were you at Canton all that period?—I was there 
during the whole of that time. 

3861a. Had you any opportunity of knowing how the Chinese 
merchants considered that interruption ?—They considered it 
as a very great grievance; and I had occasion to know that it 
produced a great deal of misery and distress amongst the 
Chinese merchants, and to the trade in general. I had on that 
occasion very large consignments of goods in my own hands; 
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I had that year four or five ships and their cargoes con- 29 Mi 
to me at Canton. At the period that the suspension of Sl F 
commercial intercourse took place, some of those cargoes had • J{ p< 
been sold, and some had not: those that had been sold previously 
were sold at very fair prices; but when I came to negotiate a 
sale of what remained on hand, after the trade was re-opened, 

I found that the prices were greatly fallen, and that the ability 
of the purchasers to make good those prices had also been 
materially impaired, in consequence of the suspension of the 
commercial intercourse that had taken place. I was, m fact, in 
that year obliged to quit Canton, leaving a very large amount 
of money there belonging to my constituents, which I found 
myself utterly unable to recover that season. 

3S62a. Did this interruption of trade affect the American 
ships as well as the British ships? —Not at all. 

3888a. Did they continue to carry on their trade during this 
interruption of the British trade without any difficulty .?— Yes, 
without any difficulty. 

3864a. Is it your opinion that the Chinese government would 
find it very difficult to put an end to the foreign commerce 
with England?—I think they could do it; but I am of opinion 
that if the Chinese government were to put an end to that 
commerce, it would produce great misery and distress in China, 
particularly at Canton, where it is carried on. 

3865a. Would the government, in your opinion, be strong 
enough to accomplish the putting an end to the trade ?—My 
opinion is, that an edict of the emperor of China might be so 
enforced as to put a stop to all the regular foreign trade carried 
on with China; but I do not think that the Chinese government 
could prevent smuggling being continued on the coast of China, 
even if they put a stop to the regular trade. 

3866a. Then you do not mean to say that you think the 
Chinese government would have power to put a final stop to 
the progress of the trade ?—No; I think that a smuggling trade 
would be carried on on the coast of China to a very considerable 
extent, in spite of any act that the Chinese government might 
adopt. 

3867a. Do you then infer that it would only change the 
character of the trade from a legal trade to an illegitimate one ? 

—It would also have the effect of diminishing it very consider¬ 
ably. I do not think that the smuggling trade alone could be 
carried on to the same extent to which the legal trade and the 
smuggling trade together are carried on now. 

3868a. Would the distress arising from such a prohibition be 
much felt in the interior as well as in Canton ?—I do not feel 
competent to answer that question, not having been in the in¬ 
terior ; but I suppose in the tea provinces it would be very 
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severely fldfc, in consequence of the interruption tin 
necessarily take place to their export of tea* 

3869Do you think that if this interruption of the trade 
took place, a place would not be found out in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Canton to carry on the commercial transactions as they 
now carry them on at Canton, particularly in the tea trade ?—If” 
the trade were put a stop to by the Chinese government, it 
would prevent any ship from being admitted into a port of China. 

3870a, Do you think the trade could be carried on in the 
neighbourhood of Canton, in any of the islands ?—Yes; I ima¬ 
gine that tea might be conveyed, and in all probability would 
be conveyed, to the islands pn the coast of China: it might be 
smuggled from thence, or it might be sent in Chinese vessels 
to the islands in the Eastern Archipelago, and could be exported 
from thence. 

3871a. Would it be sufficient to supply the wants of this 
country ?*~rlf the Chinese permitted the export of tea in their 
own vessels, I am decidedly of opinion that a sufficient quantity 
might in that way be exported from China to supply the wants 
of all Europe, 

8872a. Do you suppose that they would do that under such 
circumstances ?—I think they would. The Chinese are a peo¬ 
ple of great commercial enterprise, and I think would be dis¬ 
posed to send tea wherever they could find a sale for it with 
advantage. 

3873 ttn Have you not stated that the people area people of 
commercial enterprize, but that a spirit of jealousy might exist 
on the part of the government?—I stated, that the people are 
a people of great commercial enterprize, though I have under¬ 
stood that the policy of the Chinese government is averse to 
extending its foreign commerce. 

3874«. Do you understand that policy on the part of the 
Chinese government to have any reference to the extension of 
their trade in Chinese junks with the Indian Archipelago, or to 
be limited to the trade of European vessels within the waters 
of China ?—I have understood that the Chinese government is 
averse to foreign commerce, even in their own vessels, and 
that they discourage the subjects of their own empire from 
going abroad at all, or from engaging in foreign trade. 

3875a. Have you known any cases in which Chinese of high 
rank at Canton have been engaged in foreign commerce?—I 
have not. •' 

3876a. Have you ever known any instance of a person 
wishing to emigrate, or wishing to carry on foreign commerce, 
being prevented by the Chinese authorities ?—No, I never 
have. When any Chinaman wishes to* leave China in a British 
ship, he is obliged to doit by stealth; it would be prevented if 
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tfgrp known. I have had occasion to know this, as Chinese 29 Mai\1830, 
Sometimes employed as seamen in British ships. - 

3877 a. From your knowledge of the India trade generally, Est i' 

what do you consider would be the effect of opening the trade 
at Canton to the British generally ?—I think the effect of it 
would be very favourable, especially as regards the export of 
British manufactures and produce, which, in my opinion, 
would, under such circumstances, be consumed in China to a 
very great extent indeed, in the course of a very few years. 

3878a. What is the ground of that opinion ?—The ground 
of the opinion is, that woollens and metals are articles of very 
considerable demand amongst the Chinese. Metals of every 
description are much required in China, and the exportation of 
them is strictly prohibited, except lead; that, I believe, is the 
only metal allowed to be exported. I conceive, therefore, that 
China would take off a great deal of iron, copper, and tin, also 
of woollens, and of cotton manufactured piece-goods and cotton 
yarns, the consumption of all which is now on the increase in 
China, as I have reason to know. 

3879a. Are the Committee to understand, that whatever 
amount of manufactures could be exported, there would be 
plenty of Chinese produce to bring back in return, and that 

there would be no difficulty in remitting money to England?_ 

No difficulty, in my opinion, if the trade were perfectly open, 
as, from the varied productions of China, it would afford ample 
means of profitable returns, or, at all events, of returns without 
loss, to almost any extent. 

3880a. What effect, in your opinion, would be produced on 
the general commerce of India by the opening of the trade 
between China and England direct ?—It no doubt would be very 
favourable to India; it would increase very considerably the 
exports from British India to China, because then we should be 
enabled to make our returns profitably from China direct to this 
country, which is a channel that we very much require to be 
opened, instead of making returns, as at present, exclusively 
to India, and in articles that do not always sell to a profit 
there. 1 

3881a. Would not that promote the exportation of all kinds 
of British manufactures from England to India, which are much 
limited by the want of means of remittance?—It would no 
doubt have that effect. 

3882a. From what you know of the character of the Chinese 
government, would you contemplate the opening of the trade 
at Canton without some established board or authority to repre¬ 
sent the British government there ?~~I am of opinion that if the 
trade were open, it would be necessary that a body should be 
constituted at Canton, with ample powers to exercise a most 
rigid and effectual control over every British subject goinir to 
China. 
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t • 9883a. Do not the Select Committee of the Conipanjr at 

Canton now exercise that authority over all their officers and 
J. Stewart , Esq. seamen ?—They do; they have ample power of doing so by Act 
M ' P ’ of Parliament. 

3884a. Do you contemplate any greater authority to be 
exercised over Englishmen generally, than the Company have 
now over their own servants ?—No; 1 should think that no 
greater authority would be requisite. I think their powers are 
very ample, and they extend to all British subjects, as well as 
to the servants of the Company. 

3885a. Do you consider that the substitution of a Committee 
deputed by the King would be attended to more than the Select 
Committee from the Company now ?—Yes; I am of opinion 
that it would be more respected by the Chinese authorities than 
the servants of the East-India Company. 

3886a. On what do you ground that opinion ?—A circum¬ 
stance occurred in China with Admiral Drury, when I was 
there, which may illustrate what J have stated, although my 
opinion is not exclusively grounded upon it. During the nego¬ 
tiations that werd going on with Admiral Drury on that occa¬ 
sion, he was very anxious to have a personal interview with the 
Viceroy of Canton, all their communications having previously 
been carried on through the medium of the Hong merchants. 
It was at onetime understood that the objections of the Viceroy 
to this personal interview had been overcome, and it was inti¬ 
mated to Admiral Drury that the Viceroy was disposed to 
^ recejvk him. In consequence q! this, Admiral Drury came up 
tp Canton, accompanied by boats from eyeryship in the fleet. 
y I was one of those that attended him On that occasion, when 
* V he landed with a considerable number of marines at Canton; 

. but after being there two days tho Viceroy refused to receive 

him ; be returned to Whampoa without having had an interview' 
with the Viceroy. It was stated at Canton at the time, and I 
have no doubt truly stated, that when the Viceroy consented 
to receive Admiral Drury, he .did so in consequence of having 
been informed that Admiral Drury was an officer of rank.hold- ' 
ing a commission from the King of Great Britain, and that he 
might consequently have admitted him to a personal interview' 
without any degradation to his own rank as Viceroy ; but after 
the Admiral had come to Canton, he was given to understand 
that the Admiral had come on to China at the request or by the 
desire of the Governor-general of India, and the Viceroy then 
said that he could hold no communication with him, as he 'was 
deputed by a governor or servant of the East-India Company, 
who were only a body of merchants, and he could not in conse¬ 
quence receive him. That was what we understood' to be the 
case at Canton at the time. 

3881a. Then from that and other opportunities of observa- 
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f have had, you think that, an officer bearing the direct 29 S 
y of the King of England, instead of the authority of the f ^ 
Company, would have a better chance of being received and 
treated with by the authorities of China ?—Yes, I do ; by the 
public authorities of China certainly. 

3888a. Asa person well acquainted with the Canton river, 
what is your opinion of the difficulty or dangers attending* the 
navigation up to Whampoa ?—There are fewer dangers, I 
think, in the Canton river than in almost any navigable river 
that I am acquainted with. There are several shoals as you 
approach the river, but they are mostly mud; upon which, if a 
ship grounds, she seldom receives any damage. 

3889a. What is the greatest strength of current ?—The cur¬ 
rent is always very moderate; I should think the greatest 
strength does not exceed three or four miles an hour, tide¬ 
ways. ' . 

>3890 a. Do you call that moderate ?*—Very moderate. We 
have it nine, ton, and sometimes even.twelve miles per hour, in 
the Ganges. In the Canton river Tt is tide only, but in the 
Ganges the strength of the tide is often augmented by the 
river floods. 

3893 a. You have stated, that the last time you were in 
Canton was in 1817-18 ; have you had any dealings with China 
since that period as a merchant?—Yes; I have continued ever 
since that period, and am now, engaged in the trade with China 
to a very considerable extent# 

8892a. During the time you were there yourself, or since 
yoiir return, has any agent of yours had occasion to apply to 
the Company’s Select Committee for Assistance, to enable you 
to carry on any part of your commercial dealings ?—Never. 

3893a. Whilst you were in China upon any occasion, do you 
recollect any instance of any country officer or agent from India 
having occasion to apply to the Company’s servants for such 
assistance ?—1 am not aware of any instance. 

3894a. Are you aware of the rate of freight which the Com¬ 
pany pay for their cargoes home from China?—I understand 
that one of the ships last chartered by the Company, the 
Orwell, was engaged at £18 a ton. I understood that to be 
for the whole voyage out and home; but I state this only from 
hearsay. 

3895a. How long would the vessel be engaged in that 
voyage ?—I apprehend it is about fifteen or sixteen months 
from the time they leave this country to the time when they 
generally return. 

3896a. How much of that £18 do you suppose would attach 
to the cargo of te<^ from China to London ?—I should think, 
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with reference to the rate of freight outward-bound to 
now, that at least £15 or £16 of it would attach to the freight 
’home. The outward freight to India now is, I may say, little 
or nothing; you may get goods out for 5s. or 10$. a ton. 

3897a. At what rate could you charter a ship, say of 500 or 
600 tons, for a voyage to and from China?—I have no doubt I 
could charter a ship direct to Canfcen ami back for £10, or at 
most £12 a ton ; indeed I think I could charter fifty ships in 
the Thames at this moment on these terms. 

3898a. Of the size of the Orwell, do you mean ?—Not of the 
siae of the Orwell. 

3899a. What period do you contemplate for a direct voyage 
out and home to China, allowing six weeks or two months in 
China to deliver and receive cargo ?—I should say certainly within 
from ten to twelve months; but for a ship of 500 or 600 tons, 
we should not require six weeks, or any thing like it, at 
Canton. 

3900a. Have not large ships an advantage in . Canton river, 
which smaller sh ips have not, in paying less port-charges and 
measurement?-—Yes ; they have a very great advantage, as the 
port-charges there upon a large ship are much lighter in propor¬ 
tion to her tonnage than they are upon ships of smaller putyten* 

3901a. Have the large ships any advantage in the stowage 
of a tea cargo home, over ships of 500 or 600 tons ?—None, 
that I am aware of. 

3902a. Have you stowed several Csargoes of tea yourself?—- 
I never stowed a cargo of tea, but I have stowed other cargoes 
in ships of from 500 tons up to 1200 tons; and I arn not aware 
that, a ship of 1200 tons can possess any advantage in the 
stowage of tea over a ship of 500 or 600 tons. 

3903a. Do you mean to say, that the lighter port-charges 
which large ships pay in China is the only advantage which you 
know those ships possess over ships of 500 or 600 tons ?—The 
only advantage that I am aware of as merchant ships. 

3904a. You are, of course, aware that they are calculated 
to be made ships of war on emergency ?—They are unquestion¬ 
ably the finest merchant ships in the world, and very easily con¬ 
vertible to warlike purposes when it is necessary. 

3905a. Have yo\t known it to be often necessary to use them 
as ships of war ?—I have known several instances of it in India 
during the last war; not very many instances. 

3906a, Do you mean where they have received additional 
hands and have been manned as frigates ?—Yes, having had 
additional guns, and troops put on board. 

3907a. Is not there a great deal of piracy in the Indian seas ? 
—Very little indeed. In the Eastern Archipelago, in the China 
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_____ ffere are some pirates, and also on the coast of China; 29 Mar. mk 

but in the Indian seas it is a thing at. present almost unknown. - 

In the Persian Gulf there are some Arab pirates, I believe. J* Stewart, mp 

3908Have not the ships you have known employed as ships 
of war been generally 800 and 900-ton ships ; did you ever 
know a China ship so employed?—Yes, I recollect on one oc¬ 
casion, that four Bombay and China ships, o f 1200 tom each, in 
the year 1804 or 180o, were all armed before they left Bombay, 
in consequence of there not being sufficient convoy there to 
accompany them to China. Admiral Linois had appeared upon 
the coast of Ceylon, and taken the Brunswick a few weeks 
before. They had with th$m a small ship, the Sir Edward 
Hughes, that had formerly been in the Company's service, but 
she was not reckoned sufficient protection w ithout arming the 
ships also. 

3909a. With respect to the other .ships that you have known 
armed as frigates, have not they generally been the smaller 
classes of Company’s ships?—1 am not avrare of any instance 
at this moment, except the Sir Edward Hughes, and another 
small ship of 800 tons, the name oPwhich I forget. 

3910tf. During the time you were in the East-India private 
trade, were there any 1200-ton ships in that trade between 
Bombay and China?---Several from Bombay. 

3911<z. Are there any of them now in that trade?—None. 

3912a. What ships are now used 'principally for the China 
trade to Canton? —From Bombay the ships are generally from 
600 to 800 tons ; there is one of nearly 1000 tons ; formerly there 
were live or six 1200-ton ships. 

3913a. Do you know any reason why those large ships have 
been discontinued in the trade to China, if it is so advantageous 
to trade to Canton in large ships?—1 apprehend k has arisen in 
a great measure from thedifficulty that private merchants would 
often have in fitting out a large ship, from the additional capital 
beyond what would be required to trade with a smaller ship. 

It is much more within the compass of a private merchant to 
trade with a ship of 600 or 700 tons than with one of 1200 tons; 
and I have reason to know also, with regard to several of the 
1200-ton ships built at Bombay for the country trade, that 
they have now fallen into the regular trade of the East-India 
Company, because their owners were able to transfer them to 
the Company on more advantageous terms than could have 
been expected by keeping them in the trade from Bombay to 
China, 

$il4a. Can a large ship be built at as cheap a rate per ton 
as a small one ?-—Generally speaking, I think not. They require 
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a larger Scantling of timber; and crooked timber, when it exceeds 
a certain size, is very expensive indeed. 

3915a. Can you form an estimate of the difference per ton?— 
I cannot, without previous calculation, form an estimate, 

3916a. Is not the advantage gained in the measurement duty 
on a 1200-ton ship at Canton counterbalanced by the incon¬ 
venience of being obliged to load and unload below Whampoa ? 
—I should think that the advantage gained by the size, with 
regard to the port-charges, is greater than the disadvantage 
arising from the circumstance mentioned, of being obliged to 
load partly below the second bar. They very seldom unload 
there, and I believe that they might load wholly at Whampoa, 
but it certainly lessons the risk to send them below the second 
bar to complete the cargoes. 

3917 a. At what rate per ton could you estimate the advantage 
that a 1200-ton ship has over a 600-ton ship in the payment ot 
Canton port-charges?—I should not estimate it above £2 per 
ton; but 1 feel a difficulty in giving an opinion upon the question 
without going into a calculation. 

3918a. From your own experience, what class ofships do you 
think best calculated to carry on the trade between England 
and China?—I should say, from 600 to 800 tons. 

3919a. You stated that the Viceroy objected to receive 
Admiral Drury, when he believed that he was deputed by the 
Governor-general, acting under a company of merchants; are 
you aware that the Select Committee are in the habit of 
direct intercourse with the Viceroy ?—No, I am not aware of 
that. 

8920a. Do you know that they never do go to the Viceroy ? 
—I never heard of the Select Committee going personally to 
the Viceroy. 

3921a. Are the large ships of 1200 tons suited to any other 
trade in the East but the China trade ?—I think not; not so well 
suited as the smaller ships. 

3922a. Would not it be an additional motive to a merchant 
to employ a smaller-sized ship that his ship was applicable' to 
other trades, if he wished to apply it to them?—No doubt it 
would. 

3923a. Do not ships often return from Canton to India in 
ballast ?—They often return with very small cargoes indeed; 
just enough to serve as ballast. 

3924a. What is the actual amount of freight which is now paid 
from England to Calcutta and back?—I cannot speak with 
regard to Calcutta; but I know that within the*last eighteen 
months or two years the house of which I am a member has 
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,jd several ships from England to .Bombay and back, at 29: 
iot exceeding £8 or £9 sterling a ton. - 

3925*7.'You have stated that it. would require IW or £12 a M p 
ton to charter a ship to Canton ; would the voyage be much 
longer from England to Canton, than from England to Bombay ? 

—About a couple of months. 

3926a. What is the cause of the great difference in the freight ? 

—J calculate upon the owner of the ship having to pay-the port- 
charges at Canton. 

3927a. Do you happen to know whether there is a consider¬ 
able charge for demurrage upon the Company’s ships in the 
Canton river?—! have understood that there is a charge for 
demurrage if they are detained beyond their time. 

3928a. Is it not a fact that there is a much larger charge for 
demurrage for the Company’s ships than there is, commonly 
speaking, upon ships carrying on private trade ?—I am unable 
to answer that question," 

3929a. Do you know what was the charge .for demurrage 
upon the Company’s ships at the, time,the interruption of the 
trade in consequence of Admiral Drury’s affair ? — I do not. 

3930a. Are you aware .that a large number of Chinese find 
their way out. of China in Port uguese'ships, and that there is no 
considerable difficulty in their leaving the country There is no ^ . 
great difficulty"; afgreiit many find their way out in English 
ships, and ships of all nations. They receive them on board at 
night, after the ship leaves the river/ 

,3931 a. When you speak of the request in which metals are in 
China, do you mean "manufactures of metals, or do you mean 
metal in* an unmanufactured state? —I meant'to apply that 
to metals In an unmanufactured state. 

3932a. You have spoken of the great advantage it would be 
to merchants in the country trade to be able to bring a return- 
cargo immediately from China to England ; is it your opinion 
that if the trade were opened the principal proportion of it 
would take that course; namely, from England to India, from 
India to China, and from China back to England?—I think a 
very considerable proportion of it would take that course. I 
mean, out of the goods sent from India to China a considerable 
part of the proceeds would pome from China to England, and 
go out to India again in the manufactures of thijs-country. 

3933a. Do you think that the trade between this country and 
China would be carried on in a great measure through India, or 
direct from here to Canton and back? I think a considerable 
portion of it would be carried on through India, and also a 
great portion of it direct to China. 

3934a, Should you esteem it a great advantage to. British 
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private merchants to be admitted to China, supposing 
present monopoly to be reserved to the Company ?—I should 
certainly consider it a great advantage, 

3935a. You mentioned several articles as likely to come from 
China ; what other articles are there besides ?—Silk of every 
description, both manufactured and raw, and a variety of arti¬ 
cles : camphor, cassia, musk, &c. and many other things. 

3936a. Could China supply a great quantity of raw silk ?—A 
great deal. 

3937 a. Are not those articles imported now by the officers of 
the Company to the full extent of the demand in London ?—J 
should say not to the full extend of the demand, because we im¬ 
port a considerable quantity of China goods circuitously through 
India. 

3938a. Are you aware what has been the out-turn of adven¬ 
tures from China to England these last few years? —I have no 
knowledge of that. 

3939a. Have you any reason to believe that it has been a 
gaining trade?—I have no reason to believe either that, or 
otherwise. 


Martis, 30° die Mariii 9 1830, 

CHARLES POULETT THOMSON, Esq. a Member of the 
Committee, examined. 

so Mar, 1830, 3940a. Did you see Mr. Cushion, and explain to him that a 

w summons had been issued by this Committee to require his 

C. 7. Thomson, attendance ?— I did. 

JSsj., M.r. 

3941. Did you state to hint that the Committee would not 

enforce by all the means in its power that summons, if he had 

a decided objection to attending ?—I stated to Mr. Cushion, 
that it was the anxious desire of the Committee that he should 
attend. He expressed himself, as he had done before, ex¬ 
tremely unwilling to come and give evidence. He, however, 
gave me no positive answer as to what he would do, but he 
requested time to reflect upon it. On the following day he sent 
me the letter which I have proposed giving in to the Committee, 
in which he declines attending, because he considers it impracti¬ 
cable for him to give evidence without injuring the interests of 
his friends in America, and without acting against the feelings 
of friends whom he has. 

3942a. Did you understand from Mr. Cushion, that his ob¬ 
jections were so strong that he would probably be induced, at 
considerable personal inconvenience, to leave the country rather 
than comply with the summons, if It was peremptorily enforced? 
—I did. 
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, Is not Mr. Cushion a citizen of the United States, 
resided a great number of years at Canton?-^ He is. 

3944a. Did you give him to understand that the Committee 
would not enforce the summons if it was unpleasant to him to 
come ?—I gave him to understand that- the Committee were 
very anxious that he should attend ; but that if he positively 
objected* I did not think it likely that the Committee would 
enforce his attendance at all inconvenience and at all risk to 
him. 

JOSHUA BATES, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

3945a. In the purchase of tea at Canton, in what money is 
the transaction settled between the Chinese and the purchaser? 
~^In tales. 

3946a. Is the tale a current coin in China, or is it a money 
of account ?-—It is a money of account, there is no coin of that 
kind. 

3947a. Does it represent a certain quantity' of silver ?—The 
tale is a weight, containing 579-$ f English grains ; it is used as 
a weight, also as a money of account. 

3948a. But uniformly the purchases'of tea are calculated in 
tales ?—They are uniformly. 

3949a. Is there any course of exchange between Canton and 
this country ?—A regular quotation of exchange is given in 
letters from Contort. 

3950a, Can bills be drawn according to the rate so quoted? 
—They: are so negociated to a very considerable amount, and I 
judge could be to a much larger amount. 

3951 a. To what amount have you known bills drawn from 
China upon Oils country ?—£40,000 or £50,000 at a time. 

3952a. And you think they may be negociated to a much 
larger amount ?—1 have no doubt they can, as a remittance for 
the proceeds of opium, which would da away with the necessity 
of smuggling silver. 

3953a. Can yoCi state what, according to the latest advices re¬ 
ceived from Canton, is the rate of exchange between Canton and 
this country ?—The latest date I have seen is newspaper autho¬ 
rity, but it is probably correct; it gives it at 3 s. lid. sterling per 
dollar for bills at six months* sight. In speaking of the bills thus 
likely to he negociated or negotiating at S,s. I I d., I think it 
embraces an arhount of about £100,000 within* my know¬ 
ledge. 

3954a. With such a bill, drawn upon any house of credit iii 
England at that rate of exchange, could teas be purchased at 
Canton ?—With the proceeds of such bills teas could be pur¬ 
chased, 
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3955a. The rate of exchange being 3,v. I Li?., can you s 
the Committee what would be the value of the tale ?— It would 
be 5s. 

3956a. Is not 3s. 11 rL an unusually low rate of exchange for 
the dollar?—It is not low for the last year or two ; it has been 
gradually lowering for several years. 

3957a. What has been for the last five years the average rate 
of exchange between Canton and London?—I have no means 
of answering the question here; I should think it might have 
been 4s. Id. or 4 s. 2d. 

3958a, Do you think it has been more than 4s. 2d.?—Cer¬ 
tainly not more. 

3959a. Can you state at 4$. 2d. what would be the value of 
the tale?—5s. 9 

3960a. By what calculation do you convert tales into dollars, 
or dollars into tales?—Seventy-two candarins are equal to a 
dollar; and I take 100 dollars at 4s. 2d. and divide them by 72 
for the value of the tale in sterling. 

3961a. How many candarins are there in a tale?—There are 
.100 candarins in a tale. 

3962a, So that a dollar is to a tale as 72 are to 100?— 
It is. 

3963a. Is that a. fixed proportion between the tale and the 
dollar, or is it one that varies ?—I do not remember to have 
seen any thing which would lead me to believe that it varies. 

3964a. Then the variation in the exchange turns upon the 
varied price of the dollar, and not upon the tale?—I think 
there may be a variation in silver, that the dollar may some¬ 
times sell at a premium; but I observe, that taking the weight 
of the dollar, and taking the number of grains in a tale, that 
72 hundredth-parts of a tale are just the weight of a Spanish 
dollar. 

3965a. Arc you aware that it was stated , to a Committee of 
the House of Lords in the year 1821, that the tale had been 
rated for 100 years past in the transactions of the East-India 
Company with China at 65. 8 d. ?—I never heard of 6s. 8d. as 
the value of a tale till the question came up here before this 
Committee. 

3966a. What would be the value of the tale in exchange for 
dollars at 4$. 3 \d. ? —Six shillings nearly. 

3967a. Have they been as high as 4,v. 3|tf. in the course of 
exchange in the last five years ?—I think not. 

3968a. In the evidence you gave before this Committee on a 
former occasion, you stated that, in your opinion, the tea con¬ 
sumed in this country cost the public about £1,500,000 more 
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iwxiAt would be if brought, on private account; do you include 30 Mar. 1B30« 
in the calculation upon which that statement was formed, them- Mm 
creased charge thrown on the prime cost from the rate at which 
the tale is converted by the Company into English money 
That enters into the calculation; but I should take the teas as 
they are boilght, and take the exchange as it exists, or has been 
for some years, and the actual prices obtained here. I stated 
£1,500,000 in round numbers ; I believe the difference is more. 

It may be £100,000 or £200,000 more ; but I was not aware 
that it was important to go so near as that. 

3969a. You stated in your former evidence, that in estimating 
the profits of the Company beyond the profits which a private 
merchant would require to amount to a million and a halt, you 
have referred to the tables laid before Parliament, stating the 
prime cost at Canton ; in making that estimate, did you allow 
for the value of the tale as estimated on the one hand by the 
Company, and on the other as ascertained by the course ol 
exchange ?— I made reference to the printed accounts of the 
tea exported, for the purpose of getting at the quantity, and 1 
was not aware that 6s. 8 cl. was the mode of valuing the tale at 
the time. It would certainly make a difference m any rough 
calculation which I have made; but I went upon another calcu¬ 
lation also, that of the usual profit which we are satisfied with 
on teas; and taking the cost of teas at Canton, with the ex- 
penees, and the prices obtained at the Company s sales, I ascer¬ 
tained the profit which I conceived ought to be made by t le 
Company on the importation of teas to this country. 

3970a. If the tale is really worth at the rate of exchange 
6 $. 6d,, and is estimated in the prime cost as 6s. 8rf., inhere 
not an increase put on that prime cost of nearly 20 per 
cent., namely, the difference between 5s, 6 cL and o«?. na r 
Certainly there is; it would make that difference in the calcu¬ 
lation. 

3971a. Are you aware of the provision in the Act of the 24 
Geo. III. c. 38, the Commutation Act, which provides that upon 
all teas put up for sale by the East-India Company the upsei 
price shall not exceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight 
and charges of importation, together with lawful interest from 
the time of the arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the 
common premium of insurance as a compensation for the sea- 
risk incurred thereon?—I was not aware that there was such a 
provision in the Act. 

3972a. Suppose a mercantile house had a contract for supply¬ 
ing any foreign article, cotton for instance, and it were a condi¬ 
tion of that contract that the bond fide prime cost of the article 
abroad, together with the freight and charges of importation, 
and the other charges referred to in the Act which has been 
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quoted, should determine the price to be paid by the contractor, 
would such a mercantile house be warranted in calculating the 
prime cost abroad at a higher rate than the existing course of 
exchange between the Foreign country and this country, at 
the time when the article was paid for in that foreign country? 
— I see no other mode of estimating the cost of any article 
abroad than by taking the course of exchange into the calcu¬ 
lation. 

3973 a. Have any of the teas bought by the American mer¬ 
chants been paid for by bills drawn upon this country ?—Of 
late they have been paid for in that way, or rather the funds 
have been created in that way. The bank of the United States 
issue bills, and mercantile houses in America give credits on 
London. 

3974a. Then the prime cost, of such teas is ascertained by 
the bills so drawn ?—That is the accurate mode of ascertaining 
their cost-price. 

397 5u. Supposing such law to exist as that which has been 
stated in oiie of the questions recently put, will not the upset 
price which was referred to in that law be raised by rating the 
tale at 6s. 8^., beyond what it would be, supposing the value of 
the tale to be such as it is, according to the rate of exchange 
which you now believe to prevail at Canton ?—That would be 
the effect of it. The upset price would be increased in propor¬ 
tion as the tale had been overrated. 

8976a. Though you have stated 3s. lid* to be the actual 
value of the dollar at Canton, according to the last rate of 
exchange, and although that may be the rate of exchange for 
any transaction of a moderate amount, do you suppose it 
probable or possible that the East-India Company could, for so 
large an amount as what they would require for the whole of 
their investment, realize so favourable an exchange?—I should 
say there would be no difficulty whatever; that drafts to a very 
large amount are wanted for remitting the proceeds of the 
smuggled opium, and that those bills would be very current in 
Bombay or Bengal for remittances to this country, and are 
always in demand for such purpose. 

3977a. Do you suppose that the same exchange could be 
realized by the Company for so large an amount as they would 
require for their investments? - It might make a little difference 
in the exchange ; but if I recollect rightly, there are four or five 
millions of dollars in Sycee silver annually smuggled out from 
Canton, no doubt at some disadvantage of charges for hazard, 
&c. I should think for all that sum the parties would prefer to 
take bills. 

3978#. Do not the Company now pay for the quantity of tea 
which they purchase by the sales of opium, and by bills upon 
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fa, arid in various ways ?—I have no doubt they do. The 
sales of opium, however, are riot on their account at Canton; 
that is country trade* 

3979«. Supposing the same quantity of tea to be required for 
the consumption of this country, and all the circumstances of 
the trade between India and China to remain the same, would 
the exchange be altered if the trade was thrown open, instead 
of being a monopoly in the hands of the Company ?—I should 
think the exchange would very soon fall even lower than 3s. lls?.: 
that has been the case with Bengal. 

3980«. What circumstances have caused so low a rate of 
exchange to prevail as 3s. 1 Id. per dollar at Canton?—I pre¬ 
sume it must be owning to the large importations of opium, and 
perhaps to some increase in the importations of British manu¬ 
factures. 

3981a. How do you account for dollars being considered by 
Americans so favourable a provision as a means of purchase of 
tea, when the exchange is so low?—The Americans have, until 
lately, carried dollars to a great extent, on the calculation that 
they can transact their business with less charge of commission 
on that account; but they have of late taken credits or bills in 
many instances; and I conceive it will turn in the same manner 
as it has in Bengal. Formerly dollars were carried there ; now 
they are no longer carried. 

3982a. What is the price of the dollar at present in London ? 
—The price of the ounce is 4.9. 8$d .; 866 ounces make 1,000 
dollars, which would bring it near 4.?. 1 \d. per dollar. 

398*rt. Would not this trade, like all others, be paid for in 
specie, or by drawing bills according as the rate of exchange 
might vary ?—Undoubtedly the course of exchange would fluc¬ 
tuate, as in any other trade, ifleft to itself. 

3984a. You stated that you thought, if the trade were thrown 
open, the exchange would fall still lower; for what reason do 
you entertain that opinion?— My belief is, that the exports to 
that country would be very much increased. 

3985a. Do you mean the export of British commodities?— 
Of British commodities. 

3986a. Are you prepared to give in to the Committee the 
calculation upon which you come to the conclusion that the 
Company derive a million and a half more profit than would 
remunerate the private trader? —I have no calculation made, 
but I can give the Committee the materials for making one. 
I can give the cost of a given quality of tea at Canton, and tak¬ 
ing the freight and charges, and the sale price here, the profit 
is ascertained ; and I should state that in these times ten per 
cent, is considered a fair mercantile profit, and all gain beyorid 
that would be so much gained by the Company beyond a fair 
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profit; that is, private traders would sell their teas at a price's 
low that would leave only 10 per cent, profit, and probably even 



Joshun^Baus, at j esS) anc | satisfied. 

3987a. What allowance ought to be made for wastage of the 
teas ?—Very little. 

3988a. As much as 5 per cent. ?—I should think not; per¬ 
haps 2$ per cent. 

3989a. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee 
some of the materials of your calculation ?—Take congou tea of 
the past year ; 1 find the contract price of the highest quality is 
29 tales, that would be about 13^. per lb. I would add for the 
freight 3d. per pound, there would then be about 21 per cent, 
loss of interest, as I am calculating for it to be paid for w ith the 
proceeds of bills drawn at six months’ sight, and the teas would 
arrive here before the bills would be presented, and I suppose 
the charges here are about 2£ per cent. There would be ano¬ 
ther 2\ per cent, for the insurance, making altogether 7k per 
cent., which upon ISjtf. would be 101-hundredths of a penny, 
and then you have HJXdAs the cost and expenses of bringing 
the tea here; I add 10| for profit. 

3990a. Have you made any allowance for wastage ?—-That is 
embraced in the calculation of the cost per pound, m converting 
the peculs into pounds, and the tales into pence ; I include that - 
in the \3$d. The total conies to I find that the high¬ 

est sale-price of congou was 35. \\d. Perhaps it would be safer 
to take the second price of congou, that is 2s. 7 d .; that is the 
price obtained at the last sale of the East-India Company. 

3991a. In making this calculation do you calculate upon hav- 
ing a profit upon the outward cargo ?—None whatever* I have 
taken the freight at which ships can be chartered for the voyage 
out and home. 

3992a. Do you consider 10 per cent, a sufficient profit upon 
an adventure of that kind ? —Ten per cent. 1 should consider a 
brilliant profit. 

3993a. You mean 10 per cent, beyond interest of money ?-1 
have estimated interest of money in the charges. 


THOMAS GORE LLOY'D, Esq., Accountant-General of the 
East-India Company, again called in, and examined. 


T. & Lloyd, 
Esq. 


3994a. In what manner do you settle the upset price of teas 
at the India-House ?—The sterling amount of the several sup¬ 
plies to the Canton treasury are contrasted with the number of 
tales that those sterling amounts have produced, from which 
result we ascertain what has been the cost of one tale, for 
instance, we receive considerable supplies from India in cotton 
and in bills. of‘exchange : these are brought into sterling money 
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uc-tlwrintrinsic value of silver at the Mint-price, and against this 30 Mar. 1830- 
is stated the several products in tales in China; the consignments ^ & uoyd, 
from England are .also stated at their invoice cost, and on tne 
other side is stated the number of tales the consignments have 
produced. In the year 1828-9 it was ascertained that we had 
supplied the Canton treasury to the amount of £2,213,U2<5 ster- 
ling, which had produced in China 6,931,592 tales; thus ascer¬ 
tains the cost of a tale to be 6s. 4 d. f$$ths. After the rate ol 
the tale is ascertained in the manner 1 have before mentioned, 
we add freight and demurrage. This freight and demurrage are 
what we call the commercial freight and demurrage, all that the 
ship has earned in her political capacity being deducted. We 
also add the expences of landing, housing, warehousing cart¬ 
ing, preparing, for sale, and all charges of merchandize. c 
add an insurance of three per cent, on the cost, with the pre¬ 
mium covered ; we add interest on the cost and insurance, two 
years; on freight and charges, one year, at five per cent, per 
annum ; we add also the supercargoes commission, two per cent, 
on net sale amount, deducting charges. 

3995a. Have you prepared any statement for the information 
of the Committee?—I have prepared an account, showing the 
rate per tale at which funds for the China investment were pro¬ 
vided in season 1828-9 ; and I have also prepared an estimate 
of the cost, freight, and charges of each species of tea per pound 
imported in the year 1829, calculated in the manner 1 have 
stated. 


[ The witness delivered in the sane , which was read, as follows .•] 
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An Account showing the Hate per Tale at which Funds for the China Invest- 


Balance of cash and available assets in 
China, end of season 1827-8, calculated 
at the rate per tale of that season, viz. 
6s* 7’44 2d per tale .'.. 

Supplies from India and England, £. 

1828U9 : 

Bengal: 

Invoice amount of cotton (calcu¬ 
lated according to the intrinsic 
value of the Sicca rupee at the 
mint price of silver, viz. 6s. 2d. 

per oz ) . 234,043 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bengal, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate .... 20,280 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do. 

do. 98,330 

Bills drawn on Bengal, do. do. .. 562J592 

Madras : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Madras rupee, as before .. 103,152 
Ditto sandal-wood, do. do. .... 11,198 

Bombay; 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Bombay rupee, as before.. 94,291 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bombay, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate . 1,894. 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do¬ 
do... 53,480 

England: 

Invoice amount of consignments 717,504 
Bills and certificates drawn on 

the Court . 135,813 

Supercargoes’ commission on the 
above outward trade, payable 

in England. 24,772 

Freight of consignments from 
India to China, as above, by 
European ships, payable in 
England. 71,613 

Total amount of supplies from India and 
England, including charges payable in 
India and England on account of the 
same.... 


ment were-provided in Season 1828-9 
£, 


81,040 


.... 

244,827 

Amount, realized 
in China , 
1828-9 *. 



Produced in ? 
Chirm .... $ 

Tales. 

850,518 


Received. - do. . 
Do . do.. 

326,718 
r, 964,421 


Produced . do. . 
Do. .... do. . 

267,980 

65,728 


Do. .. .. do.. 

379,005 

. 

%0;i\ ■' 

Received .. do. / 

Produced. . do. . 

-184,159 

l 

[2,164,r33 

y 

Received., do. . 

1 484,514 


■ s 



Total, -amount realized in 
China for supplies of the 
Yi»mt. 

£U7 IT/} 




! 


6,932,003 

Deduct: 

! Amount paid-for interest 
in Ui6 year .... 

• ' . 411 

' A ' Tales. ... 

6,931,592 


Or* at 6s. 4*0244 per tale, or 4s. 7‘i'69d. per dollar. 

Taos. G. Lloyd, Accountant-General. 
East-India House, 12 November 1829. , / 











































No. 2,— ESTIMATE of the Cost, Freight, and Charges of each Species of Tea per Pound, i mported in the Year 1829. 


§L 


IflUe tUa Vy uutui»u«5 ^ 7 

the actual cost of a tale in China, season 


1 j . *- 

to China according to the intrinsic, value of 
the coins at the Mint-price of silver) as per 

No. I.— • 

Freight and demurrage . 

Expenses of landing, housing, warehouse- 
room, carting, preparing for saie, and all 

charges of merchandize.. • • - 

Insurance 3 per cent, on cost, premium I 

covered. . I 

Interest on co3t and insurance two years, on 
freight and charges one year, at 5 per cent 

per annum ...- 

Supercargoes' commission, 2 per cent, on I 
net sale amount, deducting charges ...... J 




?} 


; BOHEA. 

CONGOU. 
Winter Pur¬ 
chases, iiui 
below 
Contract. 

CONGOU. 

Contract. 

... i 

CAM POL 

! 

SOUCHONG. TWAN KAY. 

HYSON 

SKIN. 

HYSON. 


d. 

S. 

* i 

S. 

d. 

| 

s. 

d. 

S. 

d. 


d. 

s. 

d . 

s. 

d. 

. 

0 

9*666 

0 

11-679 ! 

1 

4150 

i 

7*738 

1 

11*022 ! 

1 

4*000 I 

! 

1 

4*466 

2 

2*720 j 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

i 

5*250 

0 

5*250 

0 

5-250 j 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1*600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1*600 1 

0 

1-600 

0 

1*600 ; 

0 

0-299 

I 0 

0-361 ! 

0 

0-499 

0 

0-610 

0 

0-712 | 

0 

0*4y5 

0 

0-509 

0 

0*826 * 1 

0 

1-237 

0 

1*494 

0 

1-955 

0 

2*325 

0 

2-663 

0 

1*992 

0 

2 040 

0 

3*097 j 

0 

0-261 

0 

0394 

0 

0-137 

0 

0-479 

1 0 

0*598 

! 0 

0-422 

0 

0437 

0 

0-826 j 

I 

u-313 

1 

7*723 

2 

0*841 

2 

4-952 

2 

8*795 

1 2 

1*759 

2 

u / 

2-302 

3 

2-319 j 


The cost of the suDDlies furnished China through India is here calculated at the intrinsic value of the Indian coins, at the Mint-price 

affixed to those coins by the 


of standard silver, instead of the rate affixed, to tnobe com~ uy , ... . , , " r r , . f 

between the territory and commerce; by this operation the teas are put up at a pnee below their actual cost and charges. The cost 
the tale at these latter, or the Board’s rates, would be Os. 10d. *447, instead of 6s. id. 624, as above. 


East-India House, 
12th November 1829. 


Thos. G. Lloyd, 

Accountant- General. 
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3996a. When was the value of the rupee settled by 
Board of Controul ?—In the year 1814; the document; I be¬ 
lieve, is before Parliament. Thete was a scheme prepared for 
the separation of the accounts, in conformity with the Act of 
1813, which was laid before Parliament and printed. 

3997a. When you talk of the standard value, under what 
authority does the Company determine the rate of exchange to 
be regulated by the standard value of the silver of this country ? 
—That was the proposition that the Court of Directors hav§ 
supported in a negotiation with the Board of Commissioners re¬ 
specting the rate of the rupee. It only has reference to the 
transactions between India and China, but no reference to.con¬ 
signments from England to China. 

3998a. Then if it has only reference to the transactions be¬ 
tween India and China, why does it govern the transactions 
between China and England ?— Because the Company, in its 
commercial capacity, is charged with whatever supplies India 
remits for the provision of the China investment. The Court of 
Directors urged it to be an equitable rate to be established be¬ 
tween the two branches for all those transactions. The com¬ 
merce was in the continual habit of making advances on account 
of the territory; and the Court contended that the rupee should 
be charged to them at its intrinsic value, according to the Mint- 
price of silver, or bs. 2d. per oz. 

3999a. Supposing this, which the Company determined to be 
an equitable rate in its trade between India and China, jshptfld „ 
turn out to be a rate far above the prime cost, as declared by 
the course of exchange between China and England, would it 
not be a contravention of the Act of Parliament, which requires 
that the upset price of the teas should be valued at the.prime 
cost?—I apprehend not, for this reason, that the rup§e actually 
costs the commerce more. 

4000. What is there in the Act of Parliament which has re¬ 
ference to the rupee, in determining the prime cost of fea in 
China ?— Inasmuch as the Company draw a part of the supplies 
for the provision of their China investment by using their credit 
on India. 

4001. Suppose that the remittances from India to China 
should involve a loss of 100 per cent, above the prime cost at 
which tens might be procured in China by any.other persons 
than the Company, do you think that that loss ought to be fairly 
charged to the prime cost of the teas in China in settling the 
upset price in England ?—I apprehend, that whatever he the 
loss, it is what the teas have cost the Company. 

4002. In the money of Bengal ?—And the return they get 
for it. 

4003. Supposing the value of the rupee to be 1*. 10 d. at Cal- 
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what price do you estimate it in the adjustment of the 
account between India and China, and between China and 
England respectively?—The adjustment that we make, as be¬ 
tween the territory and commerce, is at the rate fixed by the 
Board of Commissioners for the rupee, that is 2s. 3 -f^d.; there¬ 
fore I conceive that in charging 2 s., as has been done m the upset 
price of teas, that upset price has been less than the tea has 
actually cost the Company; inasmuch as they have charged 2s. 
for that for winch they have paid 2s. 3 

4004*. In the paper you have delivered in it is stated, that in 
part-provision for the purchases of teas in China there had been 
drawn, by bills from China on the Court of Directors, for the 
season 1828-9, the sum of £135,813, for which there have been 
received in China 484,514 tales ; that being the only part of 
this account in which there is a direct transaction between 
China and London for the cost of that money delivered into the 
Company’s treasury in China, be so good as to state to the 
Committee what has been the price of the tale upon that trans¬ 
action ?—About 5s. '7d. 

4005.. Is that not the result of the direct exchange between 
China and London, as exemplified by the actual transactions 
of the Company ?—Certainly. 

4006. If the direct exchange makes the tale to cost only 
5 . 9 . 7 d., must not the whole difference between that and the ex¬ 
change of 6 . 5 . 4 d. and 624 decimals, be a loss to the Company, 
arising from the circuitous manner in which their funds are 
placed in Canton, or from the way in which the money is calcu¬ 
lated ?-—It is quite clear that if the money be obtained by bills 
upon England, the tale would of course give considerably less 
than it does by the consignment of merchandize from India and 
England. We did not place the tale by consignment of goods 
from this country in that year at the same rate that we might 
have obtained it by bills upon the Court, and therefore the dif¬ 
ference between the 6s. 4 d. and 5 . 9 . Id. is to be attributed to the 
mode in which the Company carried on their business. 

4007. Then,'in fact, they lost by their consignments of mer¬ 
chandize?—Yes, as compared with the rate of exchange for 
bills on England. 

4008. And so they did by the goods sent from India ?—Yes. 

4009 Supposing the goods sent from India had been calculated 

at Is. 10 d. for a rupee, what would have been the value of the tale 
then ?—It would take some time to make the calculation. It is 
about 2d. in the rupee upon all the rupees that have been fur¬ 
nished through India ; it would not have made a very consider¬ 
able difference in the tale on the final result. 

4010. You have stated that the real cost of the tale to the 
Company is 6s. 10 d. and 417 decimals, so that the loss by this 

3 z 
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mode of ^supply must bo the difference between 5s. IdMmS’- 
65 , 10c?. and 417 decimals ?—It is so, presuming we could have 
obtained all our supplies by means of bills, which I conceive to 
be extremely doubtful. I think it very questionable whether 
we could have obtained bills for two millions sterling upon the 
Court in one season. 

4011. Can you state how much of the money paid into the 
Company’s treasury in Canton has arisen from the sale of goods 
there, ahcl how much from exchange operations -The ex¬ 
change operations are, “ Bills upon Bengal, 502,592,” and 

Bills upon England, 135,813 making together, 698,405. 

4012. Can you state to the Committee what loss you sup¬ 
pose to have arisen from the bills drawn on Bengal?— For 
the bills drawn ou Bengal we pay the territory at tne rate of 
2s. 3$fad. 

4013. What is its intrinsic value according to the ex¬ 
change?—The exchange, I apprehend, at that time was about 
Is. I hi 

4014. Should not you consider that the Act of Parliament 
directing the mode in which the upset price of the teas should 
be fixed, meant that it should be done according to the actual 
cost of the teas to the Company, and not according to any arbi¬ 
trary valuation of the rupee, or of any other coin ?—I appre¬ 
hend, certainly, that the Act of Parliament- intended the teas 
should be put up at what they cost the Companyj and by the 
operation we pursue, I conceive we fully comply with the Act 
of Parliament, because it actually has cost the Company, to 
place the tale there, so much money as I have stated in the 
account I have delivered in. 

4015. Could not the Company have placed the tale there, by 
your bwn statement, at a much more reasonable rate ?—By 
drawing bills, certainly. 

4016. Then must not your revenues in Bengal have been 
benefited to the extent of the larger price that has been put 
upon the tale, in so far as concerns that portion of the money 
which has been drawn upon Bengal ?—The revenues of Bengal 
have been benefited by the difference between trie exchange of 
Bengal upon England and the rate of 2 $. 3^%#., which is 
nearly 5d. in the rupee. 

4017. And to that extent the upset price of the teas of the 
Company has been increased in the amount ?—The upset price 
has certainly been increased in consequence of the mode we 
adopt; but not to the full extent of the difference, because the 
upset price has resulted from calculating the rupee at the in¬ 
trinsic value. 

4018. Could you, looking at this paper, state to the Com- 
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what is the percentage of difference between the cost, 
you have stated it to have been calculated, and the cost as it 
would be if it bad been taken at the rate of the direct ex¬ 
change?—It would make about fourteen per cent. 


Jovis, 1 ° die Apr Ms, 1830 . 

The Petition of Merchants, &c. of His Majesty's Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, presented to the House on 
the 9th day of March last, and then referred to this 
Committee, was again read. 

ABRAHAM BOKRADAILE, Esq. called in, and examined. 

4019. You are resident in London ?—I am. 

4020. What is your situation as connected with the Cape of 
Good Hope?— I have been a merchant trading to the Cape for 
the last twelve or thirteen years; I am chairman of the Com¬ 
mittee of the Cape Society, and the petition before the Com¬ 
mittee was sent to me through the medium of the Commercial 
Exchange Committee at the Cape, begging that I would get it 
presented to Parliament. 

4021. Are you prepared to support the allegations of the 
petition ?—I am perfectly. 

4022. Can you state in what way the Colony of the Cape 
suffer injury from the East-India Company’s mode of exercising 
their exclusive right of supplying the Cape with tea ?—In the 
first place, the East-India Company charge a higher price for 
tea than would be charged by a private merchant, if he were 
allowed to import it direct from China to the Cape. The next 
grievance is, that only two of the East-India Company’s ships 
are allowed to touch there, which prevents the resort of ship¬ 
ping to the Cape, which is a thing highly advantageous to the 
colony. In the third place, it prevents any thing like a transit 
trade, which the situation of the Cape might occasionally offer 
advantages for. 

4023. On what ground do you say that the Company charge 
a higher price for the tea than the same tea could be obtained 
for by the private trade ?—I have here a calculation of what we 
apprehend the cost of tea to the Company would be at the 
Cape, and what they sell it for. 

4024. What documents did you make the calculations from ? 
—From the notoriety of the price of tea at Canton. We have 
taken the price of black tea at 20 tales a pecul. 

4025. At what rate of exchange ?—At 6s, 4v/. the tale Bri¬ 
tish sterling, we make the tea to cost 1$. a pound in China. 

4026. Do you take the same rate of exchange in estimating 
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le Company’s price as you do in estimating the price whif 
rivjate trader would pay ?—Yes; of course it is matter of 
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private pHHHppi * I 

rnise to us what the Company do pay. 

4027. What is the tea usually consumed at the Cape ?♦—I 
believe a kind of low souchong, or else Congo tea- 

4028. What does that cost at the Company’s sales there?— 
They sell it for about 3<s. 9 cL a pound. 

4029. What; according to your calculation, is the price at 
which it might be purchased ?~- We reckon that it only costs 
the Company at the Cape 2a*. &d. a pound ; and that includes 
six per cent profit, which we are told the Company agreed to 
supply the Cape for. 

4030. To what sort of agreement do you refer?—I cannot 
exactly state that, but perhaps the Commissioners of Inquiry 
might be able to do so. They state in their Report, “ that the 
price at which tea is sold has not been subject to much variation ; 
and according to the terms of the agreement made between 
His Majesty’s Government and the Doctors of the East-India 
Company in the year 1806, ought mof to have exceeded an 
advance of six per cent, on the co^, freight and charges.”* I 
do not know, of my own knowledge, whether such an agree¬ 
ment exists, b.ut I do know' that the East-lmlia Company wrote 
to the Board of Trade, that they gave instructions to have it 
supplied at those rates. A letter showing thLs circumstance 
I have in my band; the date of the letter is the 27th August 
1825, " Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade.” It 
is addressed to myself, signed by Thomas Lack, 

£ The same tuas delivered in and read, and 'xvas as follows: ] 

“ Office of Committee OC Privy Council for Trade, 

“'27th August 1825. 

“ Sir:—The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 'Trade hav¬ 
ing had under theft consideration your letters of the 13th May and 12th 
July last, on the subject of the tea-trade at the Cape of Good Hope, I 
am directed to’acquaint you, that the exclusive privilege of trading in 
that, article being legally invested in the East-India Company, His 
Majesty’s government cannot violate that privilege. A representation 
has however been made to the Court of Directors, with respect to the 
mode of supplying the Cape with tea under the provisions of their charier; 
and it appears by a communication received from the Chairman, that the 
East-India Company, in their original instructions to their agent at the 
Cape, directed him to frame his indents for the supply of that settlement 
with a view of the actual consumption of the colony ; and that he was 
further directed to put up the articles to sale in small lots, and at an ad¬ 
vance not exceeding 6 per cent- on the cost, freight, and charges. That 
these indents were framed in accordance with the recommendation qfthc 
Burgher Senate, who, were consulted on this subject; and as a proof that 
there 1ms been no deficiency in the supply, it is stated that the quantity 


* Mem .—This was read by the Witness frqpr the Commissioners’ Official 
Report. 
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(U-ten remaining on hundnt the end of each year, for seven yen 's past, had 1 A pril 1 830. 

always been cipiai to the consumption of some years. . • A narradnile 

“ l am, Sir your most obedient humble servant, wane, 

“ Alnaham Borradaile, Bsq. (Signed) “ Thomas Lack." m- 

'fll >A " : ^ ,/,lu,v> 1l g|jp A ' 1 ' 5 ’ iv ' u> 


z-j, tiooa-mno. 

4031. Have you made a calculation of the amount^ which you 
suppose the tea actually cost the Company at the Cape of Good 
Hope?—1 have made such a calculation, which I will deliver in. 


[ The witness delivered in the same , with a printed notice attached, 
which were read, as follows .*] 


NOTICE. 

East-butia Company's Stores will be open every Thursday, from 10 
/clock a. M. to 2 o’clock r. M., for the disposal of China and India goods. 


—Terms, cash. 

Five per cent, will be taken off the several articles in consequence of no 
vendue charges. 


East-India Company’s Office, W. Havv^ns, 

Jari. 22, IB 28. Agent for the Affairs of H. E. I. Company. 


Estimate!) Cost of a Pound of Black Tea imported from Canton in a 
Company’s Ship into the Cape of Good Hope, 1B30. 

Taking the average cost of black tea at Canton at 20 tales per pecul 
of 133J lbs,, and valuing the tale at 6s. 4d. British sterling, will dh 
cost, making allowance for breakage, &c. about per lb. English .. 1 0 

Shipping charges at Canton 5 per cent. I 

Insurance ... « r > ditto r 20 per cent, is .» • • 0 

Dues.•.10 ditto j 

Freight at £22 per 1,120 lb. Company’s ship, is. 0 

Customs duty at the Cape of Good Hope 10 per cent.; and 
valuing the tea at 3s. per lb., the value now paid on by the 

H. E. I. Company. *••... . 0 

Landing, storage, postages, and other incidental expenses, 
may be well covered, if taken at per lb.. 0 


n 

*! 


H 

H 


(20 per cent, on first cost.) 
Cost at the Cape of Good Hope, per lb. 


i H 


2 \{ 


Sale Charges: 

Five per cent, allowed by the H. E. I. Company for paying 
cash , and in their advertisements taken on the sale prices of 

3.v. Vd, per lb. is.* • • • ® 

Six per cent, on first cost and charges, agreed the H. E. I- 
Company should have for their exclusive privilege. 0 


0 3$ 


Making 2s. 5tf. per lb. the Company ought to sell their tea at, whilst they 
rarely sell their lowest descriptions at less than 3s. 9d. per lb. 


lcijr o'... .....-- 1 ..- * 

4032. Have you also prepared a calculation of the price at 
which the same tea could be imported by a private merchant? 
-I have. 


*—*»JL IlrtVt*. 

[' The witness delivered in the same , which was read , as follows .•] 
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Estimated Cost of a Pound of good Biick Tea imported from CWon 
hi a Private Ship to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Taking the average cost of good black tea at Canton at 20 tale* per 
peeul of 133£ lbs.., and valuing the tale at 6s. Id. British sterling, s d 
will cost, making allowances for breakage, &c> Src. about ... . 1 0 

Charges at Canton: 

Shipping and dues, about 15 per cent .... <) ] z 

l 14 

Changes at the Cape of Good Hope; <9 ^ 3 

Freight and primage, £b. per J, 120lbs. is_. .. .. o IX 

Insurance and policy, 5 per cent, on I5d..‘ o of 

Landing charges, storage, postage, and other incidental T 

expenses and warehouse rent.„. 0 *>i 

Customs duty, valuing the tea at 3#* per lb., 10 per cent.! 0 34 

-- 0 .8| 

Cost of a pound of black tea at the Cape......"T Uti 

ifwe adtfto this sum of l.s. JOJd.cost of a pound often, with nil charges, a 
profit of 25 percent., it is presumed, if private traders will be found eiurerto 
enter into the trade, then its cost will be 2s. 3$d per. lb. 


4033. You have in the first statement made an allowance of 
.10 per cent, of duties to be paid to the emperor of China on ex¬ 
portation ; are you not aware that the emperor’s duty on tea 
is charged in the cost of the tea?—-I was not quite certain of 
that, and therefore I charged it both in the one and the other. 
I added it rather than have left it out, because it makes the 
calculation so much more In favour of the Company. 

4034. Have you estimated the exchange of the tale at the 
same value in both accounts ?—Yes. 

4035. Are the Committee to understand, that if no export 

duty is charged above the price usually (jiiotedin Canton, both 
those statements will be higher by the 10 per cent, which you 
have allowed?—Yes. - 

4036. You have estimated the emperor’s duties and the 
shipping charges at Canton at 15 per cent.; do you know 
whether the Chinese merchants who sell the tea ship the tea 
without any charge or not ?—No, I do not. 

4037. You have estimated the tale at 6s. id. ; supposing, 
according to the present rate of exchange, the tale were 5s. 6d„ 
what difference would that, make in your estimate of the cost of 
the tea?—That would be a matter of calculation. 

4038. Do you know what the actual rate of exchange by 
merchants, between China and the Cape, is ?—There is no 
such thing as exchange between China and the Cape. 

4039. What reason have you for believing that the freight 
costs the Company £22 per ton from China to the Cape of 
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-/Hope ?-—From the rate at which the ships axe chartered, 
„ ri rehend it cannot cost them a great deal less than that, 

4040. In your estimate you make the freight of the tea from 
China to the Cape of Good Hope cost as much as the amount 
starting from London to India* and then to Canton, and then 
back to. London Yes; because the Company’s ships never 
take in any thing at the Cape to fill up their vacant space) and 
therefore we allow them the same rate in that way as if they 
brought the tea all the way to London, 

4041. If the trade were thrown open, what return-cargo 
would go from the Cape to Canton?—there would be no re¬ 
turn-cargo; it must be silver that must go. There would be 
no return-cargo unless the vessel filled up in the Straits in 
going there, and which she very likely might do. 

4042. Upon what data have you taken the freight, txt £8. 8s. 
per ton by the private trade?—Upon the being able to charter 
a ship for that sum of money. 

4043. Can you take up shipping at that rate now ?—No 
doubt we could. 

4044. Can you usually do it at about that rate ?—Yes. 

4045. Have you been engaged in shipping yourself?—No. 

4046. Have you hired ships?—I have hired ships occasion¬ 
ally. 

4047. And you state that estimate of £8. 8.s. from what you 
know the present, prices are ?—Yes. 

4048. Do you charge the whole of the freight in your cal- 



, BorrcuJaiki 
Esq. 


culation of the private trade ?—No ; something might be got in 
freight from the Straits to China,, which would enable the ship- 

_ k. . ih .» I» 


tifinm mmi uic cwaiw w -- - j ( 

owner to bring the tea from China at that price : perhaps £2 
or £3 a ton might be got in that way. 

4049. Have you made the calculation upon the full amount 
" * ’ " Tes. 


of freight ? 


~ o — 

4050. Then the comparison between the Company’s freight 
and the freight upon the private trade is founded upon the same 
data ?—It : ~ 


4051. What is the rate of exchange at the Cape of Good 
Hope upon England ?—The n\ dollar is k 6d. sterling ; they 
are at a premium of per cent, upon Treasury bills. 


4052. Have you any means of buying Spanish dollars at the 
Cape of Good Hope ?—Not at present, to any extent. 

4053. How then could you send them to Canton ?—We could 
have dollars sent out from England to the Cape at no very great 
charge. Except a few seal-skins, that would be the only thing 
that could go from the Cape to Canton as a return-cargo ; it 
must be a money trade; we must place funds at Canton for the 
purchase of the teas. 
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4054. And the means you would adopt of ■ obtaining*! 
would be by obtaining them from England ?—Yes. 

4055. And that forms the basis of your calculation ?-— Yes. 

4056. If the trade were thrown open between Canton and the 
Cape, might not ships supply the Cape with all the articles they 
require, and fill up \vith wine or corn, or other Cape produce, 
and bring their full tonnage on to England ? - No doubt they 
might. 

4057. Would not that reduce the amount of tonnage which 
you have given in the estimate considerably ?—I do not know 
that it would. 

4058. What is the home freight between the Cape and Eng¬ 
land at the present time? — About £3 a ton. 

4059. Would not you then save £3 out of the €8 which you 
have stated as the freight for the whole voyage ?—If you are to 
take a ship starting from London, and touching at the Cape, 
and going to Canton; but we should consider the voyage as 
ended when she got to the Cape. 

4060. Might not a ship be contracted for from England to 
Canton, with liberty to touch at the Cape either going out or 
coming home, and would not that diminish the charge of freight 
on the tea very considerably?—Perhaps it might; it would be 
accordingto the rate of freight they got at the Cape. 

4061. Are you aware of any tea having been bought in Lon¬ 
don and sent out to the Cape ?—Yes, I bought some myself, 
and the Company's officers and the comptroller of the Customs 
laid their heads together and seized it, though they had the 
opinion of the Board of Trade and of the Commissioners of 
Excise and Customs, and the Governor of the Cape, that the tea 
was perfectly legal, and the tea was restored; and the most the 
Company's agent could do was to protest against it. as an illegal 
importation. 

4062. Has that been repeated?—Not by us, because it only 
realized about 2i per cent., which was not sufficient to induce 
us to repeat it. It was tea which had been bought at the Com¬ 
pany’s sale in London. 

4063. How much less could you have sold that tea at the 
Cape than the tea actually sold by the Company ? — I cannot 
tell that, it might fetch about the Company’s prices, and doing 
that it only left us a trifling profit, because we bought at 2s. 3d. 
a pound in London what we could have bought at 1$. in 
China : but we did it to see whether the Company would be 
so strict in their monopoly as even to prevent that mode of 
supply. 

4064. Do you consider the present monopoly of the Company 
as injurious to the general trade of the Cape ?—Exceedingly 
injurious. 
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, Do you find any great difficulty in remitting: from the 1 April 1830. 
ape the produce of English manufactures? No, we find no “ ; 

difficulty; bills are at a premium of U per cent ; for £101.10.?. v ’ orra a e * 
you can get a bill on England for £100 sterling. 

4066. In what way clo you consider the monopoly to be most 
injurious to the trade of the Cape?— Because the excess of price 
which the people are charged for the tea might be spent by 
them in other matters, by which the trade of the colony would 
be promoted. If they could get the same quantity of tea for 
£10*000 for which they now pay £20,000, they might spend the 
other ten in promoting the trade, shipping, and every thing else 
belonging to the colony. 

4067. Are the Committee to understand that the sale-price 
of the tea at the Cape is in general higher than in England ? — 

No doubt it must be so; it is about 3,s\ 9 d. a pound. 

4068. You have stated that only two ships from China stop at 
the Cape; this petition complains that the vessels trading to 
India are prevented from stopping at the Cape out and home, is 
that the fact ?—That is the fact: there are two ships licensed by 
the Company to leave their teas there, and then go on. 

4069. If the trade were open, you consider the Cape would 
derive benefit from private ships calling at the Cape % —Yes, l do. 

As an instance of that 1 may mention, that during the spring of 
last year there were many ships chartered for Bombay and the 
Mauritius more than could find loading, and nearly all of those 
touched at the Cape as their dernier resort, by which means the 
merchants at the Cape got their wine brought home at 15s. a 
pipe instead of 30.?. or 35s,; besides which, they had to supply 
those ships with a large quantity of colonial produce, which was 
a beneficial trade to the colony. 

4070. It is stated in the petition, that a great increase has 
taken place since the trade with India was opened in 1815; are 
the Committee to understand that the Cape has benefited by 
opening the trade to India ?—Exceedingly. 

4071* And, in like manner, you expect that if the trade to 
China was open, a further improvement in the state of the 
colony would take place ?—Decidedly. 

4072. Is the balance of trade, generally speaking, in favour of 
the Cape of Good Hope, or in favour of Great Britain ?—It is in 
favour of Great Britain. 


4073. Is the freight from Great Britain to the Cape higher 
than the freight back ?—The freight from Great, Britain to the 
Cape is about 40^, a ton, and back it is about £3. 


4 A 




1 April 18.50. Mr. ALEXANDER M’DONALD and Mr. DANIEL DIXON 

„ “7. .. called in and examined. 

! Mr, A. M ( Do¬ 
nald, 4074, (To Mr. McDonald,) You have been resident at the 

Cape ?—I have for about thirty-two years ; I left in 1827. 

Mr, D. Dixon. 4075. (To Mr. Dixon.) How long have you resided there ?-— 
For thirteen years ; from 1813 to 1826. 

4076. Will you have the goodness to look at the calculations 
which have been deiivered in by Mr. Borradaile; were you con¬ 
cerned in making them ?—I was. 

4077. Do you believe them to be correct ?—1 do, according to 
information I obtained at the Cape. 

4078. According to that calculation, the price of ordinary 
black tea, such as is consumed at the Cape, is 3,?. 9 d. a pound ? 
—The price the Company sells at is from 3s. M. to 3,v. 9 d.; 
8s, 9 d. is about the average; they have a higher class again than 
that, which they sell at 4,s. 

4079. Will you explain the mode in which the Company’s 
teas are sold at the Cape?—The Company have a resident 
agent at the Cape, who sells the teas. Formerly there was a 
public sale on the Thursday in every week, at which the govern- 
ment'auetioneer attended ; there were no catalogues printed, but 
the teas were put up by the vendue-master by the single chest, 
at a certain price, and any person who wished to purchase took 
as many as he wished at that price. The duty of the auctioneer 
was merely to offer each separate description of tea at the price 
that was fixed, and to knock down the quantity called for by 
each individual, and there the sale closed. 

4080. What is the present mode in which the teas are sold by 
the Company at the Cape?—The government have now abo¬ 
lished the office of vendue-master, and the Company do not now 
sell by an auctioneer ; and instead of selling as they used to do 
at two month* credit, they now sell for cash, deducting five 
per cent, for ready money. Thursday is still kept up as the day 
of sale, the price of each description of tea is fixed, and any per¬ 
son may go upon that day and take as many chests as he pleases 
at those prices. 

4081. Is the tea sold at a cheaper rate now than it was for¬ 
merly ?—• No ; it is sold at the same price; there is no variation 
in the prices; the Company fix their own prices for the teas, ami 
they get their own prices, whatever they may be. 

4082. Can you state the description of teas that are generally 
imported by the Company into the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
prices at which they are sold?—They consist of four black teas, 
congou, souchong, souebi, and pekoe ; and of two green teas, 
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_ find gunpowder. The Congo is generally sole! at about 1 April WO, 

70 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, that is about 8s. 6d> a pound; “T, ^ 

souchong at about 80 nx-dollars for 23 catty boxes, which is 7 ' uon ' 

about 4s. a pound; soucbiat about 120rix-dollars for 40catty 
hQxe&, which is about. 3s. 7d„ a pound ; and pekoe at about 40 
rix-dollars for 10 catty boxes, or 4f 9d. a pound. Hyson is 
sold for about 100 rix-dollars for 25 catty boxes, or about 5s. a 
pound; and gunpowder for about 50 rix-dollars for 10 catty 
boxes, or Of a pound. 

4088. What is the general quality of the tea imported by the 
Company into the Cape ?—It is generally inferior, and it is 
much complained of. 

4084. Can you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the quantity of tea that has been imported into the Cape by the 
Company for a number of years?—I have a statement of the 
quantity and declared value for the last thirteen years. 

[ The Witness delivered in the same , which xvas ready as 
follows: ] 

(D.)—Statement showing the Quantity and declared Value of Tea on 
which the Duties of Customs have been paid at the Cape of Good Hope, 
from the Year 1 fell (j to 1MB, both inclusive: Population for the same 
period. 


YKARS, 

Population. 

1 ®#| 

Weight in lbs. 
to iitt lb*. 
English. 

Declared 
Value lor i 
Duties In : 
Rix-Dollars. ' 

In British Sterling. 


s' k 

11)8. 

Ildrs. j 

£. $. d . 

1816... 

88,480 | 

* 125,585 

247,171 ! 

26,776 17 0 

1817.. .... 

97,535 j 

*116,222 

232,445 

21,307 10 0 

1818... 

1/8,899 

*118,506 

1 237,013 

21,726 4 0 

181.9-- 

101,6*57 

*105,603 

212,306 

20,347 0 0 

1820. 

105,336* 

*158,733 

307,577 

28,194 11 0 

1821.. ...... 

110,147 

93,795 

187,667 

14,075 0 0 

1822. 

111,451 

*73,965 

147,930 

10,478 0 0 

1823....... 

116,205 

*77,650 

154,301 

11,572 11 0 

1824..>. 

118,300 

*112,750 

225,500 

11,972 11 0 

1825... 

121,497 

113,215 

223,360 

16,752 0 0 

1826. 

124,320 

106,512 

213,066 

15,980 0 0 

1827.. 

| 128,403 

91,311 

182,680 

13,701 0 0 

1828.... 

| 132,610 

77,916 

141,936 

10,646 0 0 


* In these years the weights were not returned by the custom-house, 
only the value in rix-dollars » but 2 rdrs. per lb. is understood to be the 
Value at which duties are levied. The pounds here slated, it is presumed, 
will be found nearly correct. 


4G85. In the paper which has been delivered in by Mr. 
Borradaile, you take for granted that you can buy "the quality 
of tea supplied at the Cape at 20 tales the pecul, do you suppose 
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that the Company buy the tea which is supplied at the Cape at 
that rate? —We have taken 20 tales, from mere information, as 
the price at which good black tea of that quality might be pur¬ 
chased. 

4086. In what way do you consider the Company’s monopoly 
in the China market has injured the Cape of Good Hope ?— 
We consider it has injured the Cape of Good Hope, insomuch as 
they have fixed the price higher than the inhabitants have been 
able to pay for it, and in consequence the consumption has con¬ 
siderably fallen off. 

4087. Is it your opinion, that if the tea could be sold cheaper, 
from the state of society there a much larger consumption would 
take place ?—No doubt of it; four times the present amount. 

4088. Do you mean to say that four times the present amount 
could be consumed there if private traders were allowed to enter 
into the #ade?— (Mr. McDonald.) —1 think the consumption 
would he considerably increased, but I cannot say to what pre¬ 
cise amount. 

4089. During the time you have been there have the Company's 
prices for tea of the same quality been fixed, or have they varied 
every year ?—I never took any notice of the variation of the 
prices, but I know that the Company always fix their own prices, 
and they sell them at those prices: formerly they used to fix the 
price in proportion to the exchange, and when the exchange was 
high, naturally of course the Company altered their prices. 

(Mr. Dixon.) —As they fixed their prices in rix-dollars, and 
as the dollar fluctuated, it made a difference some years in the 
sterling prices of the teas; hut they made it up in the following 
year, for there was a variation in the rate of exchange until the 
year 1826, when the dollar was fixed. 

4090. Would the supply of any other articles, the produce of 
Canton, be increased if the trade were opened ?— (Mr.M 1 Donald.) 
—There is no question about it. Silks of all descriptions, and 
nankeens, and crockery-ware, and all the different things. 

4091. Then you mean to say, that by the present restrictions 
upon trade the supply of all these articles for the Cape has been 
very much narrowed?—There is no doubt of it. 

4092. And that, you think, has been attended with commercial 
injury to the society at the Cape ?—I consider it has been a very 
great injury to the settlement. 

4093. In what way do you consider the colony will be bene¬ 
fited by the opening of the trade to China ?—-It will be benefited 
by it in this respect: there would be an increase of shipping calling 
at the Cape, and there would be an interchange of commodities. 

4094. What commodities have you to interchange ?—We have 
got wines, and different things, that might be sent to the east¬ 
ward, and I have myself often sent them to the eastward. Wines 
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be sent to Sincapore, and different articles of colonial pro* 

duce. 

4095. Will you enumerate a few of the articles ?—Butter and 
ivory; hides and skins of all descriptions; horns, aloes, and 
ostrich feathers; corn also might be sent, but I do not think 
corn would answer, because it is grown cheaper in India.. Salt 
fish might be sent. It would create a spirit of enterprize in the 
colonists. 

(Mr. Dixon J —There are two articles which would be in 
immediate demand in China—the elephants teeth and seal-" 
skins* 

4096. Would any train oil be sent ?—I should think not. 

4097. You have stated, that when the exchange on England 
varied, the prices of tea also varied. Since the currency at the 
Cape was fixed, has the price of the different kinds of tea sold 
by the Company been also fixed ?—Their prices bavc Q remained 
nearly stationary. 

4098. Is there any other way in which ships coming from the 
eastward, from China, would promote the interest of the colony ? 
— By discharging their cargoes from the eastward, and taking in 
other cargoes in return. 

4099. What other cargoes ■?—Cargoes of wines, and other 
commodities, for Europe. 

4100. Were you at the Cape before the trade to India was 
opened in 1814?— (Mr. McDonald*) —Yes, I was there since 
1798. 

4101. What increase of facility did you find by the opening 
of the private trade to India ?—Very great facility indeed. For¬ 
merly we could not bring any thing from the eastward; they 
were under most severe restrictions, even in the time of war. 
When the King’s ships had taken prizes to the eastward that 
had on board East-India produce, that East-lndia produce was 
under the necessity of being sold for exportation ; it was not 
allowed to be used in the colony ; then the sales took place, and 
the property was put under custom-house locks and keys, and a 
bond was given for the due exportation of those goods; and since 
the trade was thrown open, the Company’s trade with India has 
declined very considerably, in consequence of the enterprise of 
private individuals entering into that trade, and importing the 
same qualities and the same description of goods from India that 
the Company used to do, and they have undersold the Company; 
and the consequence is, that the Company have not sold many 
goods for a length of time. When I left the Cape there was a 
large quantity of goods belonging to the Company that have 
remained there from the time that Mr. Pringle died; and they 
are now* selling in their public sales for what they can get for 
them, and they will not probably get one-half the prime cost for 
them. 
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4102. What articles are they?—Piece-goods., Bengal goo 
Mr, A M*Do- 4108. Can the Americans deliver any articles at the Cape ?— 
wild. No ; formerly, when there was a restriction upon the trade, the 
Americans used to come and buy all our prize-goods from us, 
which were bonded for exportation. 

4104. Are you at the present moment prohibited from receiv- 
ing silks, or any produce of China, except by those two Com¬ 
pany's ships that touch there ?—I believe so, direct from China; 
that was so when I came away. 

Mr. J). Dixon. 4105. —( Mr, Dixon.) —Are you able to state what is the 

opinion of the merchants generally as to the advantages that 
would result from the opening the trade to China ?—-1 can state 
that they are uniformly impressed with the idea that it would 
considerably benefit the colony, as is evident by the resolutions 
passed at a general meeting of the inhabitants held at Cape 
Town onJjfie 22d July 1829, under the sanction of the Governor 
of the colony, that the teas would be got at considerably less 
prices than the Company sell them at the present moment, and 
that the consumption would be greatly increased, which would 
much benefit the colony. From the statement I have delivered, 
it appears that while the population at the Cape has been increas¬ 
ing, the consumption of tea has been gradually decreasing. In 
1816, the amount of tea sold was 125,000 lbs., when the popu¬ 
lation was 88,000; and the amount in 1828 was 77,000 lbs., 
when the population was 182,000. 

4106. From what authority did you take the statement you 
have delivered in ?—The value and price of tea is taken from the 
custom-house declarations, and the information of the Report of 
the Commissioners of Inquiry, and the population from the same 
sources; with the exception of the two last years, which are 
taken from the custom-house returns only. 

4107. To what causes do you attribute that great diminution ? 
—The great falling off in the relative value of interest and of 
labour may be one cause, and the high price of tea is another. 

4108. Then you mean to say, the price of tea remaining sta¬ 
tionary, while the price of labour and the profits of capital are 
reduced, the means of consumption have been lessened ?—Yes. 

4109. Do you know whether the Company's monopoly ex* 
tends to the Mauritius ?—1 believe not. 

4110. In the tables which you have made of the sales of ten 
by the Company at the Cape, and of the rate at which a private 
merchant could import it, have you had reference to the currency 
at the Cape, or to sterling money ?—To sterling money. 

4111. Do you grow coffee at the Cape ?—No. 

4112. Do you import coffee ?—Yes. 

4113. Are you able to state whether the importation of coffee 
has increased during (he period that the importation of tea has 
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I ?—It has been progressively increasing in quantum 1 
and decreasing in value. I have taken one or two years state¬ 
ment of it, and I find it is from 180,000 to 220,000 lbs. weight. 

1 take the three years of 1825, 1826, and 1827. 

4114. If more nankeens and silks from China were consumed 
at the Cape, would not the consumption of British manufactures 
be diminished ?—I do not think it would. The fact is, that the 
exportations from Great Britain of British manufactures affect 
more the Company’s trade in piece-goods from Bengal; but 
there would be still the same consumption from this country, 
even if the nankeens from China were imported into the Cape. 
So far as regards silks I cannot say ; but decidedly I am of 
opinion, that the quantity of nankeens imported from China lor 
the consumption of the colony would not interfere with, any 
manufactures imported from this country; but I am of opinion 
also, that by having those articles freely coming into the colony, 
an opportunity might be given for exportation of the$e articles 
by transit trade. 

4115. Supposing that the population and the wealth of the 
Cape are both increasing, might not there be room for an in¬ 
creased importation of nankeens and of other articles from China, 
and also room for an increased exportation of British manufac¬ 
tures ?—There is no question of it. 

4116. Is it impracticable? under present circumstances, for 
parties at the Cape of Good Hope to obtain a supply of tea from 
the Americans ?—The Americans have not accepted the Recipro¬ 
city Act, and they are not allowed to trade with us at all. 

4117. Have you ever received any tea at the Cape by ships 
coming from Sincapore or from Bengal ?—There is not a pound 
of tea allowed to be landed from any place (except, latterly, from 
London) except what is brought by the Company’s ships. 

4118. Are any other articles of China produce permitted 
indirectly to be imported into the Cape ?—There are other 
articles. 

4119. Is the Committee to understand that the Cape of Good 
Hope is supplied exclusively with the produce of China by the 
East-lndia Company ?—No; only the article of tea. 

4120. Are they then supplied with other China goods through 
private merchants?—Through the Company’s officers direct from 
Canton, from private sources, from Bengal, or from any where 
else. 

4121. You were understood to state, that from the year 1816 
down to the present time there has been a progressive diminu¬ 
tion in the consumption of tea in the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope ?*—The statement exhibits a little fluctuation, but a very 
considerable decrease in thirteen years ; it is not a regular pro¬ 
gressive decrease. 
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4122. Haw are the duties levied on articles of import ^ 
Company and by merchants generally?—By merchants they 
are in the first place paid ad valorem. When a private merchant 
enters his goods for importation, he goes down with his invoices 
to the custom-house, and he gets a permit upon paying the duty 
upon his invoice ad valorem . When the Company import their 
tea, they get an indiscriminate order from the custom-house to 
land any quantity of tea they think proper, and then those teas 
are deposited in the Company’s warehouses, and they pay the 
duties to the government upon the amount of the sales, and 
therefore it is impossible for an individual to know what quantity 
of teas the Company may have in store; they may have more or 
Jess than the consumption of the colony, and they generally have 
a greater quantity than is necessary for the consumption; hut 
all that is known to the public is through the medium of the 
custom-house, on which they pay their duties on their sales. 

4123. %re you aware whether the Company’s agent at the 
Cape has ever granted a licence for a ship to go from the Cape 
to Canton for tea?—-Never; I think he never had it in his 
power. 

4124. Do you conceive that the circumstance of only two of 
the Company’s ships touching at the Cape has a tendency to 
raise to an undue amount the price of the various articles they 
bring from China ?— No doubt of it* 

4125. To what extent do you conceive it does that?*—It is 
impossible to say ; I think the article of tea could be sold at the 
Cape from 30 to 40 per cent, less than it is ; and nankeens and 
silks can be sold much cheaper than they would be sold at the 
Company’s warehouses, perhaps at 25 per cent. less. 

4126. Do the Dutch inhabitants at the Cape consume as 
much tea as the English inhabitants ?—I believe they do, 

4127. Is the use of tea pretty general there ?—Very much so. 

4128. Have you ever made an estimate of how much is con¬ 
sumed per head?— (Mr, Dixon.) According to the official 
returns it was formerly a pound and a half per head ; but that 
has decreased to very little above half a pound a head. 

4129. Is not the quantity of tea imported by the Company 
into the Cape more than sufficient for the demand ?—I believe 
it is considerably more. 

4130. Is not the price much more than the inhabitants can 
afford to pay ?—No doubt it is. 

4131. Are ships in the private trade to India in the habit of 
touching at the Cape?—Ships from Bengal and Bombay are 
frequently in the habit of touching at the Cape; the Company’s 
ships may sometimes touch, but very seldom, 

4132. Are you aware whether there is any order issued by 
the Company respecting their ships touching at the Cape ?—I 
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rot aware of it from my own knowledge, but from common 
report ^understand it is. 

THOMAS GEORGE LLOYD, Esq. Accountant General of 
the East-India Company, called in, and examined. 

4133; In the remittances made to the Company’s Factory at 
Canton, there is the article of commanders’ cotton-bonds 
£98,000 ; what is the nature of that transaction ?—The nature of 
that transaction is, that the Court of Directors have given a 
privilege to their commanders to load cotton for China, with 
which they are supplied by the Presidencies of India ; they 
give bonds for this at the Presidencies whence they lade, to pay 
for the same into the Canton treasury such an amount in tales. 

4134. At what rate of exchange is that payment taken ?— 
The rate of exchange at which it is taken there is according to 
the intrinsic value of the coins with which the Presidencies of 
of India have supplied the commanders. . 

4135. At how much per tale is that?—At the value of a 
rupee at the Mint-price of silver, which is a little better than 
2s., and their cotton-bonds are calculated at 210 sicca rupees 
for 100 dollars. 

4136. Can you state how much per tale it makes on that 
transaction ?—About 65. Id. a tale. 

4137. So that the commanders get the benefit of the differ¬ 
ence between the rate you have stated of 6s. Id . and 5s. 7 d. 9 
which you stated the real exchange from China to be ?—The 
real exchange that I stated was 5s. 7 d. for bills drawn upon 
England; a commander places the tale in China at 6s. Id. 

4138. Is not the difference so much profit to the commander? 
—I conceive not, because be pays more for his tale than he 
would obtain it for in exchange ; he pays 6s. Id , whereas he 
could have obtained a tale by bill on England at 5s. 'Id . 

4139. If lie pays this money into the Company’s treasury at 
Canton, the lower the rate of exchange is the higher amount 
of sterling money he gets for the money he pays in?—The 
operation is this, that he by his engagement pays so many tales 
into the China treasury, which in sterling money amount to 
6s. Id. a tale; if he obtained a tale by a bill upon England, he 
would place it in China at 5s. Id., whereas now he places at 6s. Id. 

4140. For every tale that the Company’s commander pays in 
he gets a sum in sterling money; if he gets 6s. Id. for the tale 
instead of 5s. 7 d. for "the tale, is not it so much for his 
benefit?—I apprehend the operation is mistaken. The China 
commander has been advanced so many sicca rupees in India, 
for which he undertakes to pay into the China treasury so many 
tales at a stipulated rate of exchange; therefore he pays a tale, 
which in sterling is 6s. Id., that is, he places 6s. Id. in the 
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Canton treasury, or gets credit for the tale at that 
if he drew a hill upon England, he would have the tale in his 
possession at 5s. 7d. 

4141. Is not it clear that this money paid into the Com¬ 
pany’s treasury, costing the Company 6s. 1 d. per tale, is so 
much dearer to them than if they got it at the actually ex¬ 
isting exchange of 5s. 7d.; and is it not therefore so much 
loss to the Company?—The Company could have obtained 
by means of a bill on England a tale at 5s* 7d. 9 and they 
place it at 6s. Id. 

4142. Therefore that is so much to the prejudice of the 
Company, and to the profit of the commander?—It is so. 

4143. In a note to your return, it is Stated that u the cost of 
the supplies furnished to China through India is here calculated 
at the intrinsic value of the India coins at the mint-price of 
standard value, instead of the rate affixed to those coins by the 
Board or Commissioners for the Affairs of India ;” in what 
manner have the Board of Commissioners fixed those rates ?— 
They have fixed those rates in the arrangement for the separa¬ 
tion of the accounts between territory and commerce, which 
by a clause in the Act of 1813 they were empowered to do; 
the Act directed that the accounts should be prepared upon 
that principle. 

4144. Upon that principle the tale is taken at dy. KM. and 
417 decimals?—That would be the value of a tale, if we calcu¬ 
late the supplies from England at the Board’s rates. 

4145. If that is the rate pointed out by Act of Parliament, 
why is it deviated from ?—The rate is not pointed out by Act 
of tarliament, but the Board of Commissioners have fixed that 
rate. 

4146. Then when you say that by this operation the teas are 
put up at a price below their actual cost and charges, do you 
mean to say that the real cost and charge of the, tale to the 
Company in China is 6s. 1(M. and 417l;hs?—I mean so to 
say, if we calculate the supplies from India at the Board’s 
rates. 

4147. Jn taking your invoice of cotton shipped from Bengal of 
value according to what you call the mint-price of silver, at 
5s. 2d., where do you find any such mint-price?—It was the 
former mint-price. I am well aware that 66 is now used where 
62 formerly was ; but I believe that the same standard exists as 
did formerly in respect of fine silver. 

4148. You continue the old standard, which is no longer 
existing?—Yes. 

4149. Will you have the goodness to explain how it is that 
the Company are entitled to rate the tale at 6sv 4 d. which they 
now do ?—The valuation of the tea is made according to the 
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dost to the Company in pounds sterling; they have 1 Ap 
so many pounds sterling for the provision of their invest- T Q 
meat in that year, which in fact has produced so many tales; j, 
the cost of one tale by that operation is 6s. 4 d., which I have 
stated before. 

4150. Is there an investment purchased by the Company in 
India to be sent to the China market with which to pay for the 
teas -There is, consisting of cotton. 

4151. Do the Company themselves purchase the cotton, or 
do the Company’s officers purchase the cotton ?—The Company 
themselves purchase the cotton for their own investment in 
Bombay and Bengal. 

4152. Do they receive that cotton in kind as part of the pay¬ 
ment. of land revenue?—I am not well acquainted with the 
Indian system, but I apprehend not; I think the coltonof 
Bengal is purchased in the market, or by provision, through 
their commercial residents. 

4153. Do they purchase that cotton at the market rate? — 

That which is purchased in the market certainly, but that 
which is obtained by means of advances is not at the market 
rate; it is what the commercial resident can obtain it at; it is 
not bought: at the public market. 

4154. Supposing cotton to be purchased in the market, why 
should the sicca rupee be reckoned at 2s., when in. fact it is 
only worth Is. I0<i. or 1$. ID/.?—The sicca rupee is stated in. 
this account lower than what the Company in their commercial 
character are charged for it, without reference to the current 
exchange certainly; but the mode in which it operates as a 
reduction of the upset price is, that we have taken it at 2s. when 
in fact it cost us 2s. 3d. *84. 

4155. Do you mean that it is a reduction of the upset price, 
supposing you take the valuation put upon a rupee by the Com¬ 
missioners of the Board of Control?—It is a reduction of the 
upset price if we take a rupee at the mint-price of silver, that 
being 2s. and a fraction, and the Board’s rate 2s. 3d. *84. 

4156. Is the mint-price of silver the real value of the rupee 
at the present moment?—Not in exchange, certainly. 

4157. Then supposing cotton is purchased in the markets of 
India for an investment to China, and purchased with rupees, 
would it not be purchased at the rate at which the rupee is 
current in India at the time ?—If the East-India Company were 
not obliged in their commercial capacity to account to the ter¬ 
ritorial branch of their affairs at the high rate as regards the 
value of the rupee, certainly I agree that it would be so. 

4158. Are not the funds corning into the Company’s trea¬ 
sury at China parted with for a sale of cotton ; and must not 
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the upset price of the teas depend in part upon the priik^aJk 
which that cotton sells in China ?—Clearly. 

4159. So that if the Company were to make a fortunate ad¬ 
venture in their cotton trade, it would lessen the upset price of 
the teas ; and, on the other hand, if it were to make an unfor¬ 
tunate adventure in cotton, it would increase the upset price 
of the teas ?—It has precisely that operation. 

4160. How do you consider that the Act of Parliament jus¬ 
tifies the Company in confounding together two totally distinct 
operations, and putting upon the upset price of tea the result, 
either fortunate or otherwise, of their adventures in cotton ?— 
Because I conceive that the Act of Parliament directed the 
Company to put up the tea at its cost; and if by a fortunate 
operation in commerce they place more tales in China at one 
time than at another, I think that the cost of the tea would be 
so much reduced; if, on the other hand, there is an unfortu¬ 
nate out-turn, the upset price of the tea would be so much 
increased. 

4161. In every mercantile transaction with a foreign coun¬ 
try, is not the sale price the produce of the goods sold valued 
in the money of that country ?—It is so, certainly. 

4162. Is not the prime cost of any article purchased ir\ a 
foreign country the amount paid for it valued in the money of 
that country ?—It is; but I think it all has reference to the 
pound sterling, ultimately. 

4163. Is there any other way in ordinary mercantile trans¬ 
actions of ascertaining the value of such foreign money in British 
money, either of sale or prime cost, except the current rate of 
exchange between the foreign country and this country?—That 
is the ordinary process, but I think that the value or the cost of 
placing any funds in a foreign country must be regulated by the 
pound sterling it ultimately costs me. 

4164. You are, of course, acquainted with the Commutation 
Act of the 24th George III.; by the 5th section of that Act, 
the East-India Company are required from time to time to send 
orders for the purchase of such quantities of tea as may be re¬ 
quisite for the supply of this country, and that the tea so pur¬ 
chased shall be put up to sale at the prime cost thereof, with 
the other charges thereupon. Now have you any reason to 
believe that it is the intention of that Act that the prime cost of 
purchase, as therein directed, should be calculated upon a diffe¬ 
rent principle from that which prevails in all other mercantile 
transactions ?—I apprehend that the effect to the Company is 
precisely what I have before stated ; that they have disbursed a 
certain amount in sterling money, for which they have placed a 
number of tales in China ; I conceive that that is the sound 
principle for establishing the cost of a single tale, and thereby 
they have complied with the Act of Parliament. 
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What reason have you to believe that u prime cost” in 
of Parliament is to be construed differently from the 
construction put upon those words in all mercantile dealings ?— 
I conceive that nothing can shake what I have stated, that for 
so many pounds sterling so many tales have been placed in 
China, consequently the price of one tale is so much in sterling- 
money. 

4166. Suppose the Company draws upon England £ 100,000 
in bills from China, and the cost of the tale in those bills is 
5s. 5%d. at the present rate of exchange, is the Company justified 
under the Act of Parliament in charging the tea purchased~with 
that £ 1 . 00,000 sterling at a rate of exchange which gives a dif¬ 
ferent value to the tale from that at which the bills were drawn ? 
—They are perfectly justified, inasmuch as the mode by which 
they have supplied their Canton treasury would, in that case, be 
by the operation of a mean that they have not used, or in a very 
limited way. 

4167. Plave they not drawn bills upon the treasury in England 
at a rate of exchange which gives the tale at about 5s. Id. ?~— 
They have calculated the tale to have been furnished at that 
rate by bills. 

4168. Is there any legal opinion to justify that construction 
of the Act of Parliament?—l am not aware that there is, 
because the necessity for it has never been apparent. 

4169. Suppose an adventure made by the Company in manu¬ 
factured goods from England or from India, upon which their 
loss should be 500 per cent., should you feel that the Act of 
Parliament was not strained by charging the tale at a rate which 
would cover that loss ?—The instance is not very likely to arise ; 
but certainly the mode which I have adopted would involve 
such an issue. But I apprehend the Company would never 
export goods upon which there may arise a loss of 500 per cent. 

4170. It appears that in 1814 the Board of Control interfered 
to settle the value of the rupee for the territorial accounts of the 
Company. This Act of Parliament, fixing that the teas should 
be put up at prime cost, was passed long before any such inter¬ 
ference on the part of the Board of Control, therefore how can 
the Company rest this construction of the Act of Parliament 
upon the decision of the Board of Control in 1814 ?—I do, inas¬ 
much as I conceive the mode which they adopt is the actual 
prime cost to the Company. 

417L Are you aware that in the evidence of the late Mr. 
Charles Grant, given before the Committee of Foreign Trade in 
1821, he stated that the invariable custom of the Company for 
a century had been to value the tale at 65 . Bd , ?—I am aware 
that he did state so, and they are so valued in our common 
transactions, but certainly not for the computation of the prime 
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cost of tea for the upset price ; we should then have run intotfie 
errors which the Commit tee appear to think I have already run 
into. 

4172. Then it was not so valued invariably in the upset price 
of tea ?—Clearly not, 

4173. To what other transactions did Mr. Grant’s evidence 
refer ?—To our profit and loss accounts. 

4174. Must not the question of profit and loss in mercantile 
transactions be determined by the prime cost and the sale 
prices ?—It would certainly be dependent upon such an issue; 
but in the computation that I have made I have assumed a rate 
for part of our supplies less than we pay for it; but I should say 
that the computation of profit and loss upon an investment from 
China, since the rate affixed by the Board for the coins of India, 
should be calculated, in as far as regards the return to India, at 
the Board’s rate of exchange. 

4175. Are you aware that it is the custom of the Company to 
charge part or the freight upon the woollens that they send from 
England upon the prime cost of the tea at Canton ?—It enters 
into the invoice amount of the export. 

4176. Does it enter into the real charge?—Clearly it has 
that effect, because it forms part of the invoice amount, which on 
the other side produces so many tales, and thus enters into the 
computation of 6,5. 4 d. a tale. 

4177. Does it influence the real amount at which the freight 
is paid for at the export of the woollens, or is that entered upon 
the price of the tea?—It falls upon the price of the tea in the 
termination of the transaction; because, if the exports are in¬ 
creased in value by the amount of freight included in the in¬ 
voice, and if the rate of the prime cost of the tea is increased 
in the same ratio, clearly it enters into the upset price of 
the tea. 

4178. Was the same method of calculating the prime cost of 
the teas in China pursued before the Board fixed the rate of ex¬ 
change in 1814?—The calculations for the upset price of tea 
before 1814 were made according to the rate of exchange of 
the day between China and England. 

4179. You have stated that £135,000 were drawn upon the 
Treasury in England at the exchange of 5s. 7d.; supposing a 
much larger sum had been required, could those bills have been 
passed at the same rate of exchange?—The rate I have men¬ 
tioned for the tale, in the drafts from China, was that deduct¬ 
ing interest included in the rate for the sight of the bill; but I 
apprehend that, according to the usual principle, where there 
is a great demand for bills, the rate of exchange would have 
been enhanced in some degree; to what degree I am not pre¬ 
pared to say. 
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Supposing that the Company did not resort to the 
mode which they have adopted of remitting commodities from 
India to China, and that they were under the necessity of paying 
for a considerable portion of their investments in tea by bills, is 
it your opinion that such investments could be drawn for upon 
England at the exchange of 5s. 7d. ?—The supplies from India 
amount to about £ 1 , 000,000 sterling; and I think if that sum 
was required by the supercargoes for their bills upon the Court 
of Directors, a considerable increase in the rate of exchange 
would take place. 

4181. Do you contemplate an increase equal to the par which 
you have stated, of 6 s. 4f d. ?—I recollect an instance in the 
year 1787, before any question, as regards the depreciation of 
the currency, was mooted, in which the Company drew from 
Canton £1,800,000 in one year; the exchange per dollar was 
5s. 6d,, making the tale 7s. 7J 

4182. Would you then calculate, that if the same operation was 
to take place now, and the Company were under the necessity of 
drawing bills to the whole extent of their investment in tea, that 
the bills probably would be at the rate which you have stated? 
—Probably not; because the trade between China and India has 
very much increased since that time. There are funds seeking 
remittance to India to a much greater extent than there were at 
that time. 

4188. Since when have you estimated the tale at 6 $. 4 d. ?—It 
varies every year according to the computation. 

4184. Can you state the rate for the last eight or ten years ? 
— In 1827-8, it was 6 ,?. Id .; in 1826-7, it was 65 . 8 c/.; in 
1825-6, it was 65 . 4 d, 

4185. You have stated that, in your opinion, the real ex¬ 
change of 5s. 7 d. would be much higher if the Company did not 
make those shipments of cotton ; in that case, would not other 
people make shipments of cotton, if cotton answered to send to 
China ?—Certainly. 

4186. Would not those other persons want returns for the 
cotton ?—They might want returns to India, but would pro¬ 
bably not be in a condition to advance money for bills upon 
England. 

4187. Therefore it would produce a demand for bills upon 
some place or other ?—Clearly. 

4188. That being the case, would not the exchange be just 
the same, whether the article of merchandize was shipped by 

thdie Company or by any body else, provided it be to the same 
thextent ?—I think it would. 

ext 4189. You have stated, that you think the Company justified 
4 carrying the result of their adventures in cotton over upon 
in heir upset price of teas ; supposing the Company, as a trading 
the 
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company generally, should make any other adventure in mer¬ 
chandize td any part of India, the funds of which should ulti¬ 
mately centre in China, should you think that the mere circum¬ 
stance of the funds being ultimately intended for an investment 
in China a justification for laying the whole result of those ad¬ 
ventures upon the price of tea, with reference to the Act of 
Parliament by which they are regulated, in fixing the upset 
price ?—I think that they would be justified, if the tales they 
place there cost them originally so many pounds sterling. 

4190. Do you mean that the result of all their adventures, 
and of sometimes combined and varied adventures, whatever 
may be the extent of their loss or profit, should be calculated as 
governing the price of the tale in China — If imports are made 
to India originally with a view to send the produce of their im¬ 
ports to China, certainly 1 think so. 

4191. Could you give the Committee the result in tales of 
each specific articles of the funds furnished to China in the last 
year?*—The bills X have stated at 5s. Id., that is, taking the in¬ 
terest out of them for the sight of the bill. The part that was 
supplied by sale of exports from England was 9 j l 6 %d. The 
exports from India were 7 s. Ad, The drafts on the Indian 
government were 5s. 9 ffid.; this is taking the supplies from 
India at the intrinsic value of the coins. 

4192. Is not, in your opinion, the difference of the exchange 
between all those different items, and the real exchange which 
is shown by the bills, the measure of the profit and loss upon 
those several distinct adventures?—If you could have placed all 
your funds there by bills of exchange at that rate, certainly you 
would have appeared to have lost by all that those several modes 
have cost you in excess. 

4193. The exchange of Canton upon England, by the last 
advices, has fallen to 3s. 11 d. the dollar, giving 5s. for the 
tale; to what do you attribute the progressive fall of the ex¬ 
change from Canton to England of late years ?—I conceive it 
can only arise from the Want of demand tor bills upon England 
that persons have furnished their funds for their mercantile 
adventures in another way. 

4194. That is, that a greater quantity of merchandize has 
been sent either from England or from India, or from other parts 
to China?—Yes. 

4195. If the trade were open, and the quantity of goods sent 
were still greater, do you not apprehend that the same result 
would occur in China that has occurred at Calcutta, that the 
exchanges would continue to be favourable to this country?— 
They would fall, but not below the value of remitting the 
bullion. 

4196. You attribute the fall to the greater supply of goods 
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China?—Certainly; there is little demand for funds, by 1 April fwao. 
means of bills, to carry on the trade. 

4197. Then, of course, nothing is likely in a state of peace 
to a fleet those exchanges, unfavourable to England, except a 
diminished supply of goods to the Chinese market?—No. 

4198. Do you know whether persons at Calcutta have not 
found it advantageous at times to make remittances to England 
through Canton ?—I know it has been done. 

4199. Is the Committee to understand, from the printed 
tables of the prime cost of tea, that the tale is to be taken at 
6,?. 4|(/.?.—No, that is for profit and loss; at the rate of 6s. 8 d. 

4200. Can you state the average value of the tale in the upset 
price of tea for the last ten years ?—I will furnish the Com¬ 
mittee with a statement of it. 

4201* How do you explain the difference of the amount of 
tea purchased in Canton, as compared with the sales; because 
in one year there appears a difference of 10,000,000 of lbs. 
between the amount purchased at Canton and the amount sold 
here ?—We are obliged, by Act of Parliament, to keep a twelve¬ 
month’s stock, and the reason for that, large import was to main¬ 
tain the stock at the rate prescribed by the Act. 

4202. What allowance do you make for wastage ?—We make 
about one per cent, allowance for wastage, and one per cent, for 
allowance to buyers ? about two per cent, is the difference 
between the sale weight and the invoice weight. 

4203. In this statement of the freight and demurrage, in 
No. 31 of the papers of last year, what proportion is to be 
charged to the Indian trade, and what proportion to the China 
trade ?—Those are freight payments for the year; more ships 
may arrive from China in one year than another, or more from 
India. I cannot, without looking at the accounts, say the pro¬ 
portion, but I should conceive that you might take probably four 
to China and the rest to India, in the proportion of about two-- 
thirds. 

4204. Do the losses appear in the statement of the com¬ 
mercial freight?—No; the losses are stated distinctly in our 
computation of profit and loss; the Company’s per-cehtage of 
loss since the year 1814 has been about | per cent. 

4205. What rate of freight do you consider to fall upon each 
pound of tea upon the whole ?—Black tea, about. 4^. ; green tea, 
about 5|c/. 

4206. Can you explain why the Company charge 8 per cent, 
upon the insurance when the same insurance can be done in the 
market at 2|> per cent. ?— I am not aware that it can be done at 

per cent. But this rate of insurance is submitted every year 
to our commercial committee; there are many gentlemen in that 
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committee, 4 who are merchants, and they approve of the rate 
„ t * that we assume. 

J\ Q.\LlOlJ(U tnrxrt r t , . . 1 . . 

Ep t ]' 4207. How many years interest in the putting-up price do 

you charge upon the tea ?—We charge two years upon the 
cost and the insurance, one year upon the freight and demur¬ 
rage. 

4208. Do you conceive that you are justified in charging two 
years’ interest by the Act of Parliament ?—I conceive that we 
are justified, inasmuch as we are obliged to keep one year’s con¬ 
sumption in the warehouse ; and that from the date of the ship¬ 
ment to the time we realize the produce of the shipment is more 
than two years, 

4209. Does not the Act of Parliament specify that one year’s 
interest only is to be calculated ?—No. 

4210. How many years’ consumption have the Company by 
them ?—One year’s clear consumption. 

4211. And one in transit ?—Yes, 

4212. Then they have only two years’ consumption, including 
the one in transit.?—At the present time there are, I should 
think, 30,000,000 of lbs. in the warehouse. 

4213. Is not the interest by Act of Parliament chargeable 
upon the arrival of the tea in England, and not before its arrival? 
—I conceive that the interest should be reckoned from the time 
they ship the tea to the time of its sale; the Act of Parliament 
only says, lawful interest on money. 

4214. The words of the Act of Parliament are as follow : 
“ That it shall not be at any time hereafter lawful for the said 
United Company to put up their tea for sale at any prices which 
shall upon the w hole of the tea so put up at any one sale exceed 
the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges of impor¬ 
tation, together with lawful interest from the time of the arrival 
of such tea in Great Britain, and the common premium of in¬ 
surance, as a compensation for the sea-risk incurred thereon.” 
Having heard those words, will you state upon what authority it 
is that more than one year’s rate of interest upon the stock of 
tea is charged ?—Because we keep a stock always in the ware¬ 
house, and it is two years before the import is sold. 

4215. Have you then two years’ stock in warehouse ?—At 
times. 

4216. Is it or is it not the fact, that interest upon a stock of 
tea calculated upon a consumption of two years is now charged 
upon the price ?--1 know that tea is not sold under two years 
in many cases. 

4217. Do you charge interest for two years?--Yes. 

4218. Is it not sold till two years after its arrival in this 
country ?—Two years after its arrival, in great part. 
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Will the teas of this season not be sold till 1882?— 
of it may, but we have other tea that has been a longer 
time in the warehouse* 

4220. Are not the teas sold quarterly ?—Yes, they are sold 
in December, March, June, and September. 

4221. With reference to the 24th of Geo. III. c. 48, at what 
bidding upon the upset price might teas be purchased accord¬ 
ing to those provisions ?•—At Id, per pound. 

4222. At what excess upon the upset price is the Company 
satisfied to let the tea he sold?—At a farthing a pound under 
8 kl.y and a halfpenny a pound above* 

4223* If the teas are refused at the upset prices, are they 
subsequently put up without any price whatever ?—They are 
put up without price. 

4224. When will the next sale be?-—There is a sale just 
over ; the next sale will be in June. 

4225. Will the sale of June 1830 be of teas that have been 
in the Company’s warehouse two whole years at that period ?— 
Some may, and some may not* 

4226. Will the greatest part be ?—I conceive that our cal¬ 
culation of two years is a fair average rate of interest for the 
whole of the period that the tea remains unsold. 

4227. How much of the tea sold at the quarterly sales has 
been two whole years in the Company's warehouse ?—I cannot 
tell. 

4228. Is it any great proportion ?—I cannot tell what propor¬ 
tion without looking into it. 

4229. Would it be possible to furnish the Committee with 
the exact information?—Yes; although the teas may be put up, 
they are not paid for for two months afterwards. 

4230. The Act of Parliament requires that the Company 
should have in its warehouses one year’s full supply of tea for 
this country; do not you conceive that you have complied with 
the requisition of that Act of Parliament by keeping the tea 
which is imported in one year to the same period in the next 
year, and then putting it up?—I apprehend that we should 
only comply with the Act of Parliament by keeping a twelve¬ 
month’s consumption always in the warehouse. 

4231. Will you look at No* 32 of the papers presented in 
June 1829, and state how the prime cost of teas in that account 
is calculated ?~~At 6s. 8 d> a tale. 
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LONDON: 

Cox, Great Queen Street. 



FOURTH REPORT. 



1 HE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Present State of the Affairs of the East-India Com¬ 
pany, and into the Trade between Great Britain , the 
East*Indies, and China; and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes op Evidence taken before them from time to 
time to the House; — 

HAVE made a further Progress in the Matters to them 
referred, and examined several other Witnesses; the 
Minutes of whose Evidence they have agreed to 
report to the House up to this 5th day of April, 
inclusive* 

5 th April 1830. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Luna 5° die Aprilis 1830. 


William Ward, Esq, in the Chair. 


April 1830. 
JEsrj. 


THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. Accountant-General of 
the Easfc-India Company, again called in, and examined. 

4232. Will you have the goodness to explain to the Com¬ 
mittee more particularly the mode of computing the interest on 
the upset price of tea?—-The mode adopted is to charge an 
interest for six months upon the funds placed in China, for the 
provision of investment, from the time of their being placed there 
till the time of the arrival of the ships in England ; and secondly, 
to charge eighteen months'interest from the arrival of the ship in 
England till the realization of the sale proceeds in the Company's 
treasury: these two sums constitute a period of two years, 
which appears in a Statement I formerly delivered in. It will 
be more clearly seen what my view is, if I deliver in an amended 
Statement, drawn out upon the principle I have now stated. 

[ The witness delivered in the same> which is as follows: ] 
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An Account showing the Rate per Tale at which Funds for the China Invest- 
ment were provided in Season 1828-9. 



01 


Balance of cash and available assets in 
China, end of season 1827-8, calculated 
at the rate per tale of that season, viz. 
6 & 7*44 2d, per tale.. .. 

Supplies from India and England, 

1828-2: 

Bengal: 

Invoice amount of cotton (calcu¬ 
lated according to the intrinsic 
value of the Sicca rupee at the 
mint price of silver, viz, 5 s„2d. 

per oz ) ♦. 234,043 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bengal, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate .... 20,280 

Commanders’ cotton bonds, do. 

do. .. 08,350 

Bills drawn on Bengal, do. do. .. 562,502 

Mama# : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated af the intrinsic value of 
the Madras rupee, as above .. 103,152 
Ditto sandal-wood, do. do. 14,108 

Bombay : 

Invoice amount of cotton, calcu¬ 
lated at the intrinsic value of 
the Bombay rupee, as before.. 94,291 

Freight of cotton by country 
ships, payable at Bombay, cal¬ 
culated at the same rate .... 1,894 

Commanders* cotton bonds, do. 
do* .. 53,480 

England: 

Invoice amount of .consignments 717,504 
Bills and certificates drawn on 

the Court . 135,813 

Supercargoes* commission on the 
above outward trade, payable 

in England. 24,772 

Freight of consignments from 
I ndia to China, as above, by 
European ships, payable in 
England .. 71,613 

Total amount of supplies from India and 
England, including charges payable in 
India and England on account of the 
same ....* 


£. 

81,040 


Tales. 


Amount realized 
in China , 
1828-9 : 


Produced in ? 
China.... $ 

Tales. 

850,518 

Received, .do.. 
Do.do.. 

326,718 

1,961,421 

Produced. do.. 
Do.do.. 

267,980 

65,728 

Do. .... do.. 

379,005 

Received, .do.. 

184,150 

Produced. .do.. 

2,164,133 

Received.. do.. 

484,514 


244,82 7 


Total amount realized in 
China for supplies of the 
Year.. 


2,131,082 

2,213,022 


Deduct: 

Amount paid for interest 
in the year. 


Tales.... 


6,687,176 


6,932,003 
411 


6,931,592 


Or at 65 . 4*624rf. per tale, or 4s. 7T69(£ per dollar. 

Thos. G„ Lloyd, Accountant-General. 

East"India House, 5th April 1830. 























































Ho. 2.«— Amended Estimate of an Estimate delivered in by the Witness in Ms Examination of the 31st March. 
Estimate of tie Cost, Freight, and Charges of each Species of Tea per Pound, imported in the Year 1829. 


Cost in China calculating the tale at 6s. 4c?~ 

*624, the actual cost of a tale in China, j 
season 1828-9, as per Account No. 1. (cal- l 
culating the supplies from India to China f 
according to the intrinsic value of the coins j 

at the Mint-price of silver ) .* 

Insurance 3 per cent on cost, premium ) 

covered...{ 

Interest, from the provision of funds inS 
China to the arrival of the investment in ( 
England (six months on cost and insurance, r 

at 5 per cent per annum) . J 

Freight and demurrage...*. 

Expenses of landing, housing, warehouse-J 
room, carting, preparing for sale, and ail V 

charges of merchandize..,..) 

Interest, from the arrival of the teas in Eng-^ 
land to the estimated realization of the sale | 
amount, eighteen months on cost and in- ;> 
surance, twelve months on freight and j 
charges, at 5 per cent, per annum 
Supercargoes 1 commission, 2 per cent, onl 
net sale amount, deducting charges *. j 


BOHEA. 

CONGOU. 
Winter Pur- 
chased, and 
below 
Contract. 

CONGOU. 

Contract. 

CAMPOI. 

SOUCHONG. 

TWANKAY. 

HYSON 

SKIN. 

HYSON. 


d 

S. 

d . 

S. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

e. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

s . 

(L 

s. 

d. 

0 

9* *665 

0 

11*679 

1 

4*150 

1 

7738 

1 

11*022 

1 

4*000 

1 

4-466 

2 

2*720 

0 

’299 

0 

*361 

0 

*499 

0 

‘610 

0 

*712 

0 

•495 

0 

*509 

0 

*826 

0 

•249 

0 

*301 

0 

*416 

0 

•509 

0 

*593 

0 

*412 

0 

•424 

0 

*689 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4*200 

0 

4.200 

0 

5-250 

0 

5*250 

0 

5*250 

0 

1*600 

0 

1*600 

0 

1*600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1*600 

0 

1-600 

0 

1*600 

0 

1*038 

0 

1*193 

a 

1*539 

0 

1-836 

0 

2*070 

0 

1*580 

0 

1*616 

0 

2-408 

0 

0*261 

0 

0*394 

0 

0-437 

0 

0*479 

0 

0*598 

0 

0-422 


0 437 

0 

0-826 

1 

5-313 

1 

7*728 

2 

0-841 

2 

4*962 

2 

8*795 ! 

2 

1-759 

2 

2*302 

3 

2-319- 


East-India House, 
12th November 1829. 


Tee os. G. Lloyd, 

Accountant- General. 
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. It appears, then, that there is some enhancement of price 5 A 1 
^sequence of the tea being kept one year, inasmuch as the rT 
interest of the money is going on, and there is also the expense lm 
of warehouse-room '?—There is. 

4284. Supposing any injury to occur to a cargo sent from 
Bombay, or from England to Canton, by which a loss is sustained 
upon the sale in China, should you reckon that loss as a part of 
the prime cost of the tea ?—That is covered by the rate of 
insurance. 

4285. Supposing that by bad package, or by leakage, or by 
shifting of the cargo, or any of the accidents to which the car¬ 
goes are liable, it arrived in a damaged state in China, and 
thereby was sold at much less than the price of the cargo, 
should you set that off in the prime cost of the tea purchased in 
Canton ?—It would sell at so much less, and consequently in¬ 
crease the value of the tale in that ratio, if not covered by the 
insurance. 

4286. Under what provision of the Commutation Act do you 
charge interest for six months in China ?—There is certainly no 
provision in the Commutation Act; but I conceive that to be a 
fair mercantile charge to make. The Act provides for the inte¬ 
rest after the arrival, and the charge of interest till the arrival is 
a mercantile charge, an essential part of the prime cost. 

4237. Is not the making such a charge expressly forbidden by 
the Act of Parliament ?—I think not. 

4236k Is not the only charge of interest which the Act allows 
“ la wful interest from the time of the arrival in Great Britain ?” 
-—That is after the arrival; but any merchant would say interest 
is part of the prime cost of the goods ; the prime cost includes 
interest upon the capital employed. 

4239. Do you charge interest upon the freight for two years ? 
•—No, for one year, 

4240. Is not the principal part of the freight paid after the 
return of the ship to England ?—The freight is paid first by an 
impress beibre the ship departs ; secondly, thirty days after the 
clearing of the ship we pay a moiety of what is due, and sixty 
days after that the remaining moiety. 

4241. What is the amount of impress paid on the ship ?— 

The impress is so much a ton, 

4242. Is it a tenth part of the freight No, I think not. 

4243. Is it a twentieth part ?—It may be. 

4244. Then the freight is charged with a year’s interest, 
though the greatest proportion of it is not paid till after the 
ship has delivered her cargo ?—After the ship has delivered her 
cargo. 



T. G. Lloyd, 
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4245. Is interest paid on the commissions of the super¬ 
cargoes ?~* None at all. 

4246. Upon what principle do you charge interest for a year 
upon the freight ?—Because it is not paid until after the arrival 
of the ship. If I were to charge as much as I do upon the 
cargo, we should be charging too much : the payments are made 
about three months after the ship arrives, and the teas are esti¬ 
mated to remain in warehouse for eighteen months, so that in 
fact it is a short charge of interest. 

4247. Does not the price of freight vary considerably in the 
different ships employed by the Company ?i~Yes. 

4248. How do you settle the upset price, having regard to the 
difference of the freight?—An average is taken, which is fur¬ 
nished to me by the officer at the head of the freight and 
shipping department. 

4249. Does not the item of impress, which you state to be 
the first payment on account made by the Company, amount to 
two months’ wages paid to the whole ship’s company, or is it 
any thing beyond that?—It is not precisely in my department, 


but I believe it to be so much per ton. 

4250. Then the amount of impress will depend on the size of 
the ship and the number of crew ?—The size of the ship. 

4251. Is not the tea that is put up for consumption often 
nearly three years from the time of. its leaving Canton to the 
time of its being sold ?—Yes, 

4252. Can you state what proportion of the whole quantity 
is kept for that period ?-~I cannot tell from recollection. 

4253. What should you stale as the average time ?—I cannot 
say any other than eighteen months, the period I have assumed 
in the accounts delivered in. 

4254. Do you not conceive that by the Act of 24th Geo. III., 
supposing the Company had a sufficiency of tea for one year’s 
consumption, including that which is in their warehouses and 

is in transitu, they would have complied with that Act 
ol l arhament ? I believe they would, but I speak with some 
hesitation. 

4255. Then it is not necessary, under that Act of Parliament, 
that the tea should be so long kept by the Company before it is 
sold?—The Company has been always anxious to promote the 
consumption of tea, and with that view to be provided with an 
adequate supply for any increased demand. 

4256. Are you not aware that, looking at the words of the 
Act, it is stated that the Company shall from time to time send 
orders for the purchase of such quantities of tea, and provide 
sufficient ships to import the same, as, being added to the stock 
In iheir warehouses, and to the quantities ordered and not 
arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply f or the keeping of a 
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least equal to one years consumption, according to the 
sales of the last preceding year, always beforehand ?--Tht* Act 
says so, I perceive. 

4257. Supposing the tea purchased by the Company to be 
paid for by bills drawn upon England or drawn upon India, what 
is the average duration of those bills?—Bills have been drawn 
on various terms: sometimes they are a twelvemonth after date, 
at other times at twelve months after sight, and in other various 
ways ; on India they are drawn at thirty days’ sight. 

4258. When bills are drawn in Canton in January, payable 
by the Court of Directors in December following, is the interest, 
according to the account you have given in, charged from the 
January, when assets were received in China for the purchase 
of the teas, or from December, when the bills were satisfied by 
the Court of Directors ?—-Not until the bill is satisfied. 

4259. You have given in an account of the profit and loss 
of the East-India Company’s trade between Europe and India, 
Europe and China, and China and India. There is a note in 
that, saying, that “ had the Company’s profit and loss accounts 
been made up at the mercantile rate of exchange as ascertained 
from the rates at which bills have been drawn from London on 
Calcutta in each year, instead of the rates fixed by the Board of* 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India as regards the repayment 
of territorial advances, the above account of their trade between 
Europe and India would have exhibited a profit of £446,114 in¬ 
stead of a loss of £2,009,872, making a difference of £2,465,986 
and then it goes on to say, that “ the profit on their China 
trade would also have been increased in the same period 
by the sum of £1,545,943, making a total difference of 
£4,011,929.” How is the calculation made of that last item, by 
which the profit on the China trade would have been increased 
by the sum of £1,545,943 ?—Because a great part of the supply 
for the China investment is furnished through India, in reim¬ 
bursement of territorial charges paid in England, and adjusted 
at the rate of exchange fixed by the Board of Commissioners for 
the Affairs of India. 

4260. Therefore the only element which constitutes this dif¬ 
ference, is the difference between the real exchange on Calcutta 
and the nominal exchange fixed by the Board of Controul ?— 
Exactly. 

4261. The only difference being the difference between the 
rate of exchange fixed by the Board of Commissioners and the 
real rate of exchange between London and Calcutta, how is this 
circumstance accounted for, that upon the sum of £16,000,000 
sterling trade between India and London there is a difference 
arising from that circumstance of £2,004,650, whilst upon the 
trade between China and London of £18,264,000 there is only 
a difference of £.154,500; how is that accounted for, as the 
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same dement of difference entering into both calculations, the 
rate of difference ought to be proportionate ?—It depends upon 
the amount that has been respectively applied to the two trades 
of those sums for which we pay the high rate of exchange* This 
high rate of exchange attaches only to the re-payment of the 
advances made from commerce to the territory; there have 
been other funds applied to the China investment, upon which 
the Board’s rates of exchange have no operation. Equally so 
in India; all commercial funds do not enter at all into the com¬ 
putation, only those sums arising from the re-payment of the 
advances which the commerce has made to the territory, 

4262, Why do you take in your calculation of the profit and 
loss of the East-India Company’s trade between India and 
China, the prime cost at 6s. 8 cl, when you state that the prime 
cost was called by you the sum which the tale cost the East- 
India Company, delivered into the treasury at Canton from the 
investments they have made ?—Because upon the whole of the 
transactions from the year 1814 down to the latest period, the 
tale has been proved to cost, within a fraction, 6,v. 8^* 

4263. Then what you state is, that the tale delivered into the 


treasury at Canton has, ever since the year 1814, cost the Com 
pany 6s\ 8 d. upon the average ?—Within a fraction* 

4264. When you state that the average value of the tale since 
1814 has been 6s. 6d., is that average made up of all the bills 
drawn upon England and India as well as upon all the commer¬ 
cial transactions of the Company at Canton ?—Upon everv 
transaction that has drawn money into the treasury at Canton." 

4265. Then, of course, it would have been higher if it had 
not been for the exchange having fallen from Canton upon 
England ?—In whatever degree the exchange has fallen, the 
Company has had the benefit of it upon all the bills the super¬ 
cargoes have drawn. 

^ 4266. Supposing that the whole of the credit created to the 
Company at Canton had been produced by the sale of invest¬ 
ments from India or from England, the tale must have been 
valued higher than 6s. 8 d. ?— By taking a part of the credit by 
bills of exchange, certainly that has tended to reduce the 
value of the tale. 

4267. Did you mean to say that the whole benefit arising from 
the fall of the exchange accrued to the Company, or to the con¬ 
sumers of tea in this country ?—If the Company obtain money 
at a low rate of exchange, that benefit rests with them; but the 
consumer of the tea has the benefit of it in the upset price. 

4268* In what way does the Company decide upon the quan¬ 
tity ol tea they will put up at the sales?—That decision does 
not rest with my department; it is with our Commercial Com¬ 
mittee, which 1 do not attend ordinarily. 
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Since cotton is no longer received as revenue at Bom- 
liiave not the Company been in the habit of buying cotton 
ere to send to China ?—They have purchased cotton to send 
to China. 

4270. Are you aware at what rate of exchange the price of 
the cotton at Bombay is brought into the account at the India- 
House> in the prime cost of the tea, or how is that settled ?—I 
cannot exactly state from recollection ; I think it is 216 rupees 
for 100 dollars. 

4271. In the transactions between Bombay and Canton, do 
you take the whole cost in tales, or do you take partly the 
prime cost as valued at Bombay, and partly the value in China? 

—The cost of the cotton would be the number of rupees we pay 
for it at the Board's rates. 

4272. Then you would debit commerce with that advance at 
the Board’s rate ?—' Yes. 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

4273. Are you aware of the mode in which the mining was John Crawford, 

carried on at the island of Banca ?—Yes. £s 9 » 

4274. It is stated in a discourse addressed by Sir Stamford 
Rallies to the Society of Arts at Batavia, in the year 1815, that 
almost all the operations connected with the process of mining 
and refining the metal are performed by the Chinese ; does that 
fact consist with your knowledge ?—All that is well done is 
done by the Chinese ; and by far the greater part of the whole 
is done by them. 

4275. Up to what period are you able to give this informa¬ 
tion ?.r-I can state it from the best information to the year 1825. 

4276. It is also stated by Sir Stamford Raffles, that the 
Chinese preserve on Banca their original habits of industry, 
enterprise, and perseverance, and that they arc amongst the 
most useful of the inhabitants, and indispensable in the labours 
of the mines; does that also consist with your knowledge ?~~ 

Perfectly. 

4277. Is the mining in Banca carried on in a very simple 
manner, or is there a great deal of machinery used ?—A great 
deal of machinery. 

4278. Is that made by the Chinese ?—It is. There are no 
other people in that part of the world who have the least 
notion, either how to construct machinery or how to make 
usC of it. 

4279. In a letter from Sir Stamford Raffles to Lord Bucking¬ 
hamshire, in the year 1813, he states that the island of Borneo 
is rich in precious metals, and that it possesses on one conve¬ 
nient spot a population of nearly 100,000 Chinese, who work 
the gold mines on their own account, and who would gladly 
submit to, and have invited British regulation ; does that consist 
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with your knowledge of the state of Borneo ?— The existence 
of a very large population working gold mines consists with my 
' knowledge, but not the last fact. 

42vS0. Was there any export of this gold from Sincapore ?--- 
A large import and export every year. 

4281. Are you aware whether it is the fact that the Chinese 

work the gold mines on their own account ?—Yes, exclusively 
on their own account.. J 

4282. Do they acquire land in Borneo, and become perma¬ 
nent settlers?—There is so much land in Borneo that any body 
may have it; but they are permanent settlers in the island, 

4283. In what part of the island are those gold mines?-—fit 
the country lying between a place called Pontianpa and Sambas, 
towards the south-western part of the island. 

4284. Is it near the coast?—Not very far from the coast, at 
the foot of the mountains. The gold is from streams , or found 
in alluvial land. 

4285. You have stated that it has been exported from Sinca- 
pore; will you state the course of the trade ?—There is a large 
quantity of gold brought from various quarters to Sincapore by 
the Chinese, and by the natives of Celebes, and by the Malays, 
but the greater bulk of it is produced through Chinese industry. 
I he Chinese, I ought also to observe, are employed in the 
same way on the eastern coast of the Malay peninsula. 

4286. Can you state the amount of the export of gold from 
Sincapore?—I think it has generally amounted to as much as 
1,000 pounds weight troy. 

4287. In a letter addressed by Sir Stamford Raffles to Mr. 
Ramsay, the Secretary of the East-India Company, in the year 
1813, he states, that “ a great proportion of the trade between 
China and Batavia is now carried on by Chinese capitalists 
trading direct from Amoy and the northern ports of China, with 
which a constant intercourse is kept up; and it would be im¬ 
possible to restrict a trade which appears to have been so long 
established, and which proves so essential and advantageous to 
all concerned in it. Does your opinion concur with the opinion 
so given by Sir Stamford Raffles ?-iPrecisely ; that forms a 
branch of the junk-trade that I formerly endeavoured to describe 
to the Committee. 

4288. Do you agree witli them in opinion that it would be 
impossible to restrict a trade which has been so long established, 
and which proves so essential and advantageous to all concerned 
in it ?«—That is my opinion. 

4289. in a letter of Sir Stamford Raffles from Bencoolen, 
dated the 17th of July 1820, there is contained the following 
statement :— £( What you observe with respect to British cot¬ 
tons through this port to China, is a most important question ; 




ICS?COMMITTEE or the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

affair is perfectly practicable, and nothing more eas^y. Up- 5 April 1830. 

wards of 10,000 tons of raw cotton are annually sent to China- 

from our territories in India ; why should we send our raw pro- John c ™'Kf urd > 
duce to encourage the industry of-a foreign nation at the Esq ' 
expense of our manufacturers ?—If India cannot manufacture 
sufficiently cheap, England can, and it is idle to talk of the 
cheapness of our manufactures, unless we can bring them into 
fair competition, I see no reason why China should not be in 
a great measure clothed from England; no people study cheap¬ 
ness so much ; and if We can undersell them, we have only to 
find the way of introducing the article. The monopoly of the 
East-India Company in England, and of the Hong merchants 
in China, precludes the idea of any thing like fair competition 
in our own ships, or in the port of Canton. Not but the Eost- 
India Company can, and perhaps will assist as far as in them 
lies, but their ships are too expensive. The articles would also 
pass through the Hong merchants before they reached the 
general trade, and commerce and the intermediate profits would 
form another barrier/' Do you agree in the opinions stated in 
that letter ?—Not in the whole of them. 


1290. Will you state in which you agree, and how far you 
differ from them ?—I differ from the doctrine contained in the 
early part of it, that we ought not to encourage the industry of 
a foreign nation at the expense of our own. I do not know what 
is meant there by the industry of a foreign nation. If by this 
industry is meant that of the natives of India, who are not 
foreigners, but British subjects, I agree entirely in thinking 
that it is very practicable to supply China with our cotton manu¬ 
factures, and in the probability of our contributing very mate* 
rially towards clothing China from England. 

4291. Ai'e you aware of any difference in duty which exists 
between tea sent out of China in foreign bottoms, and tea sent 
out in bottoms of that country ? — I cannot specify exactly what 
the duties are in each case; but I know there is a mode of 
evading the duty altogether on the part of the junks. I also 
know that the junks pay no port-charges. 

4292. You have paid considerable attention to the general 
state of the commerce of the eastern world ?—I have. 

4293. Has your attention been directed to the China trade, 
and the trade in tea especially ?—-Yes, for a good number of 
years I have paid particular attention to the tea-trade. 

t 4294, Are you enabled from that attention, and the observa¬ 
tions you have made since your return to Europe, to furnish 
any further information to the Committee on the subject., in 
addition to the evidence you have already given ?—I have pre^ 
pared a good number of documents upon the subject of the tea- 
trade, which I beg now to offer to the Committee. 

[ The witness delivered in several Papers, from No. 1 to No. 
and the same were read, as follow ; ] 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

No, 1« —Comparative Statement of the Prime Cost of' the East-India 
Company’sj and American 'Peas at Canton, for the Year 1821-2.—For 
the Company’s Prime Cost see “ Accounts relating to the Tea Trade, 
No. 4,” Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 14th May, 
1824; and for the American, “ Statement of the American Trade at the 
Port of Canton,” Season 1821-2. The Tael in the American Account is 
reckoned at the rate of 72 Taels tor 100 Dollars, or 6#. nearly. 


TEAS. 

Quantities. 

East-IncUa 
Company’s 
Prime Cost. 

American 
Prime Cost. 

Excess of 
East-India 
Company’s 
Prime Cost. 

Total. 

Per lb. 

Per lb. 

Total. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Bohea ...... 

Congou.. 

Souchong .... 

Sonchi -- - 

Twankay .... 

Hyson-skin .. 
Hyson ...... 

Young Hyson. 

tbs. 

1,653,099 

19,442,034 

69,387 

37,494 

3,678,040 

168,620 

665,789 

31,976 

£. 

65,0*3 

1,404,763 

7,645 

3,303 

263,639 

12,727 

92,251 

3,374 

s. d. 

;o w 

!l 5*3 ‘ 
! 2 2-4‘ 

1 !)1< 
1 5-2( 

1 fill 

■2 a- 2 ; 

2 1'31 

s> d. 
50 5*94 
ill 2*58 
11 0-95 

ill 0*95 
)',0 11*88 
10 10*8 
> 1 9*60 

21 4*74 

<£. 

40,952 

1,181,103 

3,744 

2,023 

182,062 

7,587 

59,928 

2,230 

24,061 
1223,660 
! 3,901 

f ,1,280 

81,577 

5,140 

32,323 

1,144 

58 

18 

104 

63 

44 

67 

53 

51 

25,746,439 

1,852,715 

— 

— 

1,479,629 

373,086 

— 


Note .—Sonchi is a variety of black tea not found among the American 
exports, nor in the Canton price-currents. It is a variety of souchong, ami 
therefore calculated at the same price. The American teas embrace those 
which are sent to the Continent, such as twankay and Congo, which may 
account for the high price of the latter, as that consumed in Holland is 
alleged to be equal in quality to that of the East-India Company. 


No. 2.—Comparison between the Company’s Invoice Prices of Tea, at the 
respective llates of Os. M. sterling, and at the rate of 72 taels to 100 
dollars, each of .4a, 3c?. 79. 


TEARS. 

East-India 
Company’s 
Invoice Price. 

Invoice Price, 
at 72 Taels to 100 
Dollars. 

; Difference. 


£. 

Jt. 

£. 

1819-1820.... 

1,877,402 

1,666,946 

210,456 

1820-1821 .. 

1,896,476 

1,683,882 

212,594 

1821-1822.. 

1,852,715 

1,645,026 

207,689 

1822-1823. 

1,924,738 

1,708,975 

215,763 
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COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Jompaiiative Statement of the Quantities of Green Tea ex- 5 AjJ 

from Canton in the Season 1821-2, by the East-India Company, - 

md by the Citizens of the United States. “ Accounts relating to the John Cnmfurd , 
Tea Trade,*- ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 14th is'sy. 

May 1824 (No. 4.)—Statement of the American Trade with Canton in 
the Season 1821 ~2. 


TEAS. 


Twankay ..... * 

Hyson Skin .... 

Hyson .. ... 

Young Hyson.. 

Gunpowder. 

Imperial .... 


By the 

Eaat-lndia Company. 


lbs. 

3,678,040 
168,620 
665,780 
31,£76 


4,544,425 


By the- 
Americans, 


lbs. 

28,000 

2,548,400 

752,666 

2,024,533 

213,866 

510,800 


6,078,265* 


* Excess by Americans 1,533,840 lbs., or one-third more. 

The total quantity of Tea exported by the East-India Company was 
25,746,339 lbs., of which the greens constituted 17 in 100. 

The tptal quantity of Tea exported by the Americans was 9,292,400 lbs., 
of which the greens constituted 65 in 100. 


No. 4.—A Statement, showing the Prices of the different Kinds of Tea, 
without Duty, in London, Halifax, and New York, respectively, in 1829, 
from Price- Currents of these respective Places. 


T E A S. 

London, ! 

November. 

Halifax, 

November. 

New Vork, 
July. 

Amsterdam, 

July. 


s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

s. d. 

Bohea.. .... 

1 8 

1 8*52 

0 9*83 

0 9*67 

Congou . 

2 4* 

2 3*36 

none. 

I 6-02 

Souchong - . , . . . . 

4 li 

3 5*04 

1 7*40 

1 2-93 

Hyson Skin . .. 

2 10| 

2 5*07 

1 4*56 

1 3*47 

Young Hyson. 

3 id 

none. 

2 3-81 

none. 

Hyson. «. ............. 

4 3£ 

4 7*57 

2 7 ; 05 

2 1004 

Gunpowder . ... 

5 1 

4 7*57 

3 2*55 

3 10*91 


Note.'— The Prices quoted in the Halifax Price-Current are reduced to 
sterling money by deducting 10 per cent.; 5 per cent, is taken off for the duty. 
The American dollar is taken at its sterling value of 4s. 3f d. It appears 
from this table that the average of tiie London prices exceeds those of 
Halifax by little more than 9 per cent.: that the Halifax prices exceed the 
New York prices by 60 per cent.: the London the New York by near 75 
per cent.: and the London the Amsterdam by 76 per cent. 

































*”• &'»2irifSaESr2'Sf “” ““ 

Navigation of the United States;” from 1826 to 1829 . * C 3J3GOn to be p.mted.— commerce and 


YEARS. 

By 

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

Importations 

Exportations 

from 

American 

Exports 

TOTAL 

Excess of 
Exports from 
America 

TOTAL 

Excess 

of American 

PROPORTION 

Of Exports to Imports. 



Into 

from China 

American 

beyond those 
from 

Great Britain. 

Exports 
beyond those 
cf East- India 
Company. 




Imports. 

Exports. 

United States. 

United States. 

to 

Foreign Parts. 

Exports. 

Great Britain. 

America. 

1825 ........ 

lbs. 

29,345,699 

lbs. 

450,209 

lbs. 

10,209,548 

lbs. 

3,035,808 

lbs. 

1,762,000. 

lbs. 

4,797,808 

lbs. 

2,585,599 

lbs . 

4,347,599 

as l to 65 

as 1 to 2ft 

1826 . 

29,840,491 

279,070 

10,108,900 

2,804,753 

1,360,800 

4,165,553 

2,525,683 

3,886,483 

— I to 106 

—- I to 2^, 

1827 . 

39,746,147 

254,994 

5,875,638 

1,626,417 

357,966 

1,984,383 

1,371,423 

1,729,389 

—- 1 to 155 

- 1 to 2ft | 

1828 .. 

32,678,731 

259,493 

7,707,427 

1,417,846 

910,000 

2,327,846 

1,158,353 

2,068,353 

— 1 to 122 

— 1 to 3ft 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 


No : 7 :.~7 a Statement showing the Average Sale Price of the following 
Aftuues of Indian Produce, for the fifteen Years ending with 1828-29. 


John Cran'furd) 
Esijl 


» —___ 

YEARS. 

Tea, 
per lb. 

Sugar, 
per cwt. 

Black Pepper, 
per lb. 

i Cotton Wool, 
per l b. 

f : '• ,'' " 

Saltpetre, 

| per cwt. 



d. 


rf. 

a. 

8, 

ll 

| ... 

d. 

1814-15 .... 

3 

4-53 

58 

8 

iH 

1 


j 8!) 

6 

181546 .... 

3 

1*23 

49 

1 

m 

0 

11 k 

87 

0 

181 (>-17 .... 

2 

11 *63 

52 

0 

H 

1 

If 

! ^ 

3 

1817-18 .... 

3 

0*78 

49 

0 

8i 

1 

0 

| 40 

6 

1818-19 .... 

3 

0*23 

49 

10 

H 

0 

111 

41 

3 

1819-20 .... 

2 

9*16 

40 

7 

7 

0 

Si 

I 36 

0 

1320-21 .... 

2 

9*43 

34 

0 

q 

0 

6 

| 28 

5 

1821-22 .... 

2 

10*19 

25 

6 

7 

0 

H 

25 

7 

1822-23 .... 

2 

9*94 

31 

6 

* 

* 

0 

« 

26 

0 

1823-24 .... 

2 

10*31 

30 

0 

s 

0 

q 

25 

6 

1824-25 .... 

2 

9*94 

26 

0 

5i 

0 

si 

" 21 

6 

1825-20 _ 

2 

8*51 

35 

0 

Gi 

0 

61 

25 

8 

1820-27 .... 

2 

6*40 

30 

0 


0 


22 

0 

1827-28 .... 

2 

4*56 

33 

0 

■4 

0 

4 

23 

11 

1323-29 .... 

2 

3*97 

35 

0 

3 

0 

q 

23 

6 


ABSTRACT. 



Fall of Price 
In 5 Years. 

In 10 Years. 

In .15 Years. 


Per Cent. 

Per Cent. 

Per Cent. 

Tea . ^ .. 

10 

14 

30 

Sugar .. ... t 

13 

48 

40 

Pepper ... 

46 

61 

80 

Cotton * . .. 

19 

54 

68 

Saltpetre . .. 

53 

71 

73 


Note. —For the first six years, Mr. Tooke’s Book on High and Low Prices, 
London, 1824. The quotations there given are from Prince’s London 
l uce-Current. For the last nine years, the average sales at the India 
House, from the accounts laid before Parliament from 1820 to 1820. 







































ECT COMMITTEE op this HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

impahatite Statement of the Quantities of Teas exported from Great Britain 
and the United States of America, in the Year 1827, 




Kast-Indla 

Company. 

United 

States. 

Excels by 
United 
States. 

Russia ... 

lbs. 

ibs , 

■ 

Sweden . . 

83 



Norway .... ... 

Denmark . . . lf . t ,, .. 

— 

— 

Prussia , t , . 




Germany ..,.. „. 

18,893 

1,531 

333 

759,617 

85,393 

292,160 

740,724 

83,862 

291,827 

United Netherlands 

France . ... . 

Portugal, Proper ........ ..... 

—• Azores . 

83 

195 

49 

793 

434 

2,003 

395 

149 

2,889 

2,809 

018 

720 

244,868 

\ 20,798 

2,806 

2,614 

569 


Spain and Balearic Isles . 

— Canaries .. .............. 

Gibraltar ..... 

244,434 

Italy and Italian Isles ........... 

Malta.. ... . .. 

18,330 

Ionian. Islands ................ 

j 


Turkey ,,. .. 

> 

1,625 

1,363 

EgyptI'lkirts on Mediterranean)* • 
Tripoli, Barb-ary, Morocco ...« 

West Coast of Africa, &c.. 

Cape of Good Hope... 

3,884 

4,106 

82 

V 1,625 

1,303 

1,061 

Cape Verde Fsbinds .. . 

1,410 

7,185 

1,334 

South America . .. 

7,185 

Mauritius . 

332 

17,294 

m 

30 

4,787 

494 

92,178 

38,319' 

East-Indin Company’s Territo-1 
ries and Ceylon ..J 

China....... 

629 

1,250 

153 

1,220 

Sumatra and Indian Islands .... 

Philippine Islands.. 

New South Wales and Van \ 
Dieman’s Land............ j 

New Zealand, 8tc.. 

British North American Colonies 
British West-Indies.. 

1,050 

700 

1,067 

100,505 

— 

North- West Coast ............ 

1,007 

100,505 

Cuba and Foreign West-Indies .. 
United States ... 

| 

Mexico.. 

80 

160 

187 

10,377 

1,445 

2,763 

60,614 

7,086 

15,351 

458 

10,297 

1,445 

2,603 

60,427: 

7,086! 

15,046' 

Guatemala and Honduras . 

Columbia ..... 

Brazil....... 

Rio dc la Plata ... 

Chili .. 

305 

Peru .. 

458' 

Isle$ of Guernsey, &o . 

67,308 






255,083 

1,626,417 

1,371,334 


Prohibited. 


A monopoly in Denmark. 
Supplied with Dutch and 
American teas through 
the Netherlands. 


remarks. 


£ East-Indta Company’s 
$ monopoly. 


Open trade. 

i Americans have some- 
times exported teas 
t_ from these. 


} East- India Company’s 
monopoly. 


AW .— a A General Statement of the Imports and Exports of the principal Articles ol 
Merchandize between the United Kingdom and the several Foreign Countries tuid British 
Possessions abroadOrdered, by The House of Commons, to be printed, February 1820. 
“ Exports and Imports of the United States, for the Year 1327 Printed by order of the 
Senate, 1820. 


























































EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS 

1 $30. No. 9.— Comparative Statement of the Total Importations 

exportations for the United Kingdom, of the following Articles of Chinese 
and Indian, Produce, for the Six Years ending 5th January 1829 .—(See 
u East-India Trade,” Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 
from 1824 to 1829.) 





Proportions of 

— 

Importations. 

Re-exporta¬ 

tions. 

Reexporta¬ 
tions to Im¬ 

1 REMARKS. 




portations. 

1 • 

Tea ...... lbs. 

192,339,840 

2,369,703 

as 1$ in 100 

The first three ar¬ 
ticles after tea are ex¬ 






clusively productions 

Camphor ..... 

1,230,754 

791,529 

64 

100 

of China, and of these 

I it appears that three - 

Cassia. . 

2 888 144 

2,230,066' 

77 

100 

1 fourths of the imports 


' 7 . .iTCTt 

Jicfi Vt? Uvvii IC^vAI/U* O 

1 ed. Of coffee three- 

Rhubarb. . 

399,495 

310,463 

77 

100 

I fourths of the imports 
"have also been re-ex¬ 






ported. Of sugar one- 

Coffee . . . 

32,717,840 

24,936,527 

76 

100 

third, and of the three 

Sugar .... cwts. 

last-named articles 
full one-half. Of tea 
the re-exportations 
have consisted of little 
more than one per 

1,610,541 

554,680 

34 

100 






Cotton wool, lbs. 

Indigo . . 

126,445,370 

61,492,222 

48 

51 

100 

100 

cent., and this small 
fraction has consisted 
either of ships’ stores 
or exports to colonies 

39,957,624 


20,381,264 



1 



where the East-India 

Pepper 

47,302,767; 25,127,715' 

53 

100 

Company enjoys a 
monopoly. 


No. 10.— Specific Doties on Teas in the United States, France, and the 
Netherlands, with the ad valorem Duty, reckoned on the average price of 
Teas at New York, for the ten years ending with 1829. 



UNITED STATES. 

FRANCE. 

NETHER¬ 

LANDS. 

i 

TEAS. 



| i 

£ 

1 

A 

{ 1 

REMARKS. 


Price 
per l b. 

Duty 
per lb. 

i & 

! « 

> 

& 

5* 

! 1 
i > 

l 

>4 

! 1 
> 




ti 

<c 

3 

a 

i 

l 

3 


Bohea. 

3 f d. 

0 9*59 

.s*. d, 

0 6*21 

64 

d. 

7* 25 

75 

d. 

1*2 7 

13 

In reducing 
the foreign mo¬ 

Congo .. 

0 8*44 

1 0-93 

153 

7*25 

I 85 

1*27 

15 

ney to sterling, 
the American 


Souchong . .. 

1 5*69 

1 0*93 

73 

7*25 

40 

219 

12 

dollar is taken 
at. &S'3d"79, the 

Hyson Skin.. 

1 6*80 

1 2*49 

77 

7*25 

38 

2*19 

11 

franc at 9d*69, 
and the florin 

Young ITyson 

2 3*83 

l 8*70 

74 

7*25 

26 

2*19 

7 

at 20rf.j. The 
French and 

Hyson ...... 

2 8*18 

1 8*70 

64 

7*25 

I 

22 

2*19 

6 

Dutch pound, 
or half kilo- 

Gunpowder.. 

3 4*64 

2 1*87 

63 

7*25 

17 

2*19 

gramme is ta- 
5 jken at 7,717 

Imperial .... 

3 3*74 

2 1*87 

65 

7*25 

18 

2*19 

1 grains avoir¬ 
s' dupois. 
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Co mpahati v E Statement of the Consumption of Great Britain, 5 April 1830. 

United States of America, and France, in Coffee, for the Eleven - 

Years ending with 1828. John Craw/) ' d, 

- jfisqH . d 


YEARS. 


1818. 

1819. 

1820.. 

1821. . . 

1822.0.. 

1823 . 

1824 .. 

1825 .. 

1826....... 

1827.. 

1828.... 

Averages of first \ 
five years.... / 
Ditto of last six > 
years .j 


Increase . 


Great Britain. 


lbs. 
7,967,857 
7,429,352 
6,896,286 
7,327,283 
7,404,204 
6,209,245 
7,993,040 
10,766,112 
12,724,139 
14,974,378 
16,522,423 


7,404,996 

11,864,889 


60 per cent. 56 per cent. 


United Stated, 


lbs. 
19,199,403 
20,825,869 
13,291,875 
15,965,237 
34,282,982 
18,603,330 
20,368,450 
22,357,721 
26,449,356 
31,895,217 
37,258,879 


16,713,073 

26,155,492 


gfl* 

14,951,684 

14,583,707 

17,868,991 


NOTE. 


For the eon sump¬ 
tion of Great Bri¬ 
tain, see “ Customs 
and Excise Du- 
16,085^775 ties,” ordered by 
20,127,465| the House of Com- 
18,059,734 mons to he printed 
22,604,456! 1 9th June 1829. 
16,451,410 For that of the 
' United States, 

“ Reports of the 
Secretary of the 
Treasury to Con¬ 
gress andfor that 
of France, “ Ta¬ 
bleau G6o6ral dit 
Commerce de la 
France avec ses 
Colonies et lea 
Puissances titran- 
g^res.” 


17,5^9,800 

22,060,713 

20,521,883 


16,723,524 


19,547,982 


16 per cent.! 


No. 12— Specific Duties on Coffee in the United States, France, the 
Netherlands, and Great Britain, with the Ad Valorem Duty, calculated 
on the Bond Price at New York in 1829. 



United States. 

France. 

Netherlands. 

Great Britain. 









Present 

Duty of 









Duty. 

1819. 

COFFEE. 

a 


i 

jd 

i 

£ 

i 






l 

8. 

1 

i 

Q 

eS 

i 

».« 

3 


i 


i 


.§ 

£ 

j? 

SJ 

P 

> 

3 

t 

Q 

> 

< 

f 

Q 

> 

< 

a 

i 


I 









$ 

T) 

< 

f£ 



d. 

d. 


d. 


d. 


rf. 


s. d. 


Cuba . 

3*62 

2*58 

71 

4*59 

! 126 

•3$ 

9 





Brazil .. 

4*14 

2*58 

62 

4*59 

no 

*36 

8 





Porto Rico.. 

4*65 

2*58 

55 

4*59 

98 

*36 

7 





La Guira.... 

3*62 

2*58 

71 

4*59 

126 

•36 

9 





St. Domingo. 

4*14 2*58 

62 

4*59 

110 

•36 

8 





Java........ 

5*43 2*58 

47 

4*59 

84 

*36 

6 

9 

165 

1 6 

331 

Jamaica .... 

4*65 2*58 

i 

55 

4*59 

98 

i *36 

1 

7 

6 

129 

1 0 

258 


iVbte.-—In reducing the foreign money to sterling, the American dollar is 
taken at 4 s. 3d. ft, the franc at 9d. -ft, and the florin at 20rf.|. The 
French and Dutch pound, or half kilogramme, is taken at 7,717 grains 
avoirdupois. 


























































EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 



Mn Craufunl, 
JSsy. 


8^0. No. 13.— Comparative Statement of the Consumption per head of Tea 
and Coffee in Great Britain, France, and the United States of America, 
taken on the average of the Four Years ending with 1827, on an Eati- 
inate of a Population of 17 millions for Great Britain, of 32 millions for 
France, and of 12 millions for the United States of America. 


TEA. 


Great Britain 
France ...... 

United States 


lbs. oz , darts. 

1 7 8 


0 9 4 


COFFEE. 


lbs. oz. dxots, 

o io H 

0 9 13 

2 1 U 


Note.--" Customs and Excise Duties, 1 ' Ordered by the House of Com¬ 
mons to be printed, 19th June 1829. ** Letters of Secretary of the Treasury,” 
printed by order of Congress. “ Tableau General du Commerce de la France 
avec sen Colonies et les Puissances 6trangdres.” There are no data for the 
consumption of tea in France for the years given in the Statement, but the 
average consumption for the four years ending with 1828, was but 252,430)bs. 


No. 14.~~CoM?A»ATrvE Statement of the Duty on Tea and on British 
C .°f e ® diffiMfent periods from 1789; the specific Duty upon 
the latter article being converted into an ad valorem> from the average Sale 
Prices of the Commodity in Bond. 5 


YEARS. 


1789,.,,,,... 

1795... 

1806 ... 

1819. 

1829... 


Duty on Tea. 


12£ per cent. 
20 — 

96 — 

100 

100 —. 


Duty on Coffee. 


103 per cent. 
146' — 

139 
149 

121 — 


Duty on Coffee, 
higher than that 
on Tea, by 


90J per cent. 
126 — 

43 

49 

21 — 


A ofe.—*' Customs and Excise Duties,” Ordered bv the Home nf fv.m 
mens to be prbttd, June iM.-« T«*e, 

London New Price Current,” November 20th, l $29. 4 Vr ‘ 
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/ A )_Average Prices of American Teas, exclusive of Duties, for Ten Years, from 1820 to 1829 inclusive, taken from New 5ork 

V " * Price Currents; the American Money reduced to Sterling, at the rate of 4s. 3§d. per dollar. 


YEA R S. 


TEAS. 

July. 

: 

July. 

1822 : 
August 

1823: 

August. 

1824: 

July. 

! 

1825: 

July. 

1826 : 
Juoe. 

1827 : 

June. 

1828: 
July. i 

1829: 

July, 

Average ox 
each sort 

utiiy 

per U>. 


S, d. 

s. 

dU 

s. 

d. 

s. 

a. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

§. 

d. 

s. 

«*• : 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

X. 

d. 

Imperial .... 

3 4j§s : 

3 

m 

3 


3 


3 


3 left 

3 


3 


2 


3 

2ii 

3 

If 

2 

iti 

Gunpowder 

3 6*69 

3 

0*74 

3 

6*69 

3 

6*69 

3 

5*40 

3 

10*57 

3 

4*10 ! 

3 

5*40 

2 

a-63 ' 

3 

2*55 

3 

4*64 

2 

1*87 

Hyson ...... 

2 6*G1 

2 

5-49 

2 

6*27 

2 

6 

2 10*15 

3 

1*26 

2 

7*05 

3 

0*22 

2 

8-34 ] 

2 

7*05 

2 

8*18 

1 

8*70 

Young Hyson. 

1 11*28 

it 

9*99 

I 

10*51 

2 

7*30 

2 

8*73 

2 

8*60 

2 

IIS 

3*94 

§|ggj| 

2 

7*05 

2 

316 

2 

3*81 

2 

3*83 

1 

8*70 

Hyson Skin .. 

1 2-74 

i 

2*74 

l 

2*49 

1 

7*14 

2 

2*91 

2 

1*61 

! I 

i 

7*14 

1 

7*14 

1 

5*59 

1 

4*56 

1 

6*80 

i 

249 

Souchong .... 

i 1*97 

i 

1*45 

l 

3 

,1 

4 56 

1 

7*40 

1 

7*40 

1 

6*11 

i 

11*02 

1 

6*63 

1 

7*40 

1 

5*69 

1 

0*93 

Congou. 

0 7*76 

o 

7*76 

0 

7*76 

0 

7*76 

0 

8*79 

0 

10*86 


— 


— 


— 


— 

0 

8*44 

1 

0*93 

Bohefe ...... 

0 11*64 


0 

11*12 

0 

7*50 

0 

10*60 

0 

9*31 

0 

8*28 

0 

8*79 

0 

8*28 

0 

9*83 

0 

9*59 

0 

6*21 

Average of ail} 
teas for each / 

1 1102 


9*43 

1 

9*33 

2 

0*38 

2 

2*92 

2 

4*52 

2 

2*38 

2 

4*71 

2 

0*46 

2 

1*96 

2 

0*36 

1 

5*46 

Year...... 3 






i 

i 














! 






S& 
•z = 
>p. 


per 

cent. 

65 


63-6 

64*3 

74*3 

77 

73 

153 

64 




i* > 

* *c 

ts § i a 




1 1 3 


iCT COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



















































EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS* 

No* 15 (B)— Comparative Statement of the Prices of the Easb|mi«* 
Company’s and American Teas, reckoned upon the Quantity sold at the 
East-lndia;Company’s Sales, for the Ten Years ending with 1828-9. See 
New York Price-Currents, Paper No. 15; and No. 41 of M Papers re¬ 
lating to the Finances of India, and the Trade with India and China.” 
February 1830. 


years. 

Quantities. 

, 

JB. I. Company’s 
Sale Price. 

American 
Sale Price. 

Excess of Com¬ 
pany's Price. 


lbs. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1819-20 ...... 

25,960,287 

3,584,986 

1,543,888 

2,041,098 

1820-21 . 

26,095,234 

3,626,193 

1,486,849 

2,139,34 i 

1821-22 ..... 

28,024,362 

3,987,286 

1,759,548 

2,227,738 

1822-23.. 

27,599,886 

3,899,416 

1,881,607 

2,017,809 

1823-24 .,. 

27,632,044 

3,903,594 

2,234,016 

1,669,578 

1824-25 ...... 

28,467,160 

4,010,051 

2,295,2% 

1,714,755 

1825-26.. 

29,433,211 

3,977,802 

2,161,101 

1,816,701 

1826-27 . 

29,279,613 

3,702,839 

2,695,974 

1,006,865 

1827-28 _ 

29,687,856 

3,516,720 

2,199,264 

1,317,456 

1828-29 ._ 

30,102,217 

3,497,345 

2,329,397 

1,167,948 

Totals .... 

282,281,870 

37,706,232 

20,586,940 

17,119,222 

Average .. 

28,228,187 

3,770,623 

2,058,694 

1,711,929 


Note. The kinds of tea respectively consumed by ourselves and by the 
Americans differ so much, that it would not be possible to institute a com¬ 
parison, in all respects accurate, between them. In the Canton price- 
currents the teas called Congo, Campoi, and Twankay, are invariably quoted 
at the same prices, and on an average are seven per cent, under the price of 
Souchong. The teas thus named form the bulk of our consumption; and 
to meet any objection as to quality between the Company’s teas and those of 
the Americans, I have considered all the teas in question as of equal value 
with the American Souchong. The diminution in the excess of the Com¬ 
pany’s prices beyond those of the Americans in the latter years of the state¬ 
ment, arises from two circumstances,—a rise in the price, and probably in 
the quality of the American Souchong tea, upon a comparison with which 
the great bulk of the Company’s teas is .reckoned; and a fall in price in the 
Company s teas, without a corresponding increase of consumption. 
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■Comparative Statement of the Price of the East-India Company s ana Duten^ ie^ ior «he ear 
^ ^elating to the Finances of India, and the Trade with India aad China, February *83Q. Fruited &v< 
Amsterdam, lota July 1829; and Canton Price Current of 3d November 1828. 

N.B.—The florin reduced to sterling money at 20and the tde in the prime cost at 6s. 


Quantities. 


Advance 

on 


Total. 


lbs . 

3,778,012 

20,142,873 

248,187 

601,739 

4,103,845 

213,993 

1,014,923 

645 


123,257 

1,178,358 

14.518 
37,309 

239,957 

12.518 
111,895 

75 


Bohea ...» 
Congou.... 
Campoi.... 
Souchong .. 
Twankay 
Hyson-skin 
Hyson ... 
Gunpowder 


Totals, 


]S r ote ,—The prime costs are reckoned at the average of the quotations in the Canton Price Current. In de 
quotations at Amsterdam, those levied on national vessels are assumed. If the higher duties .evied on the we 
vessels had been deducted, the excess of the Company’s prices would of coarse have been greater; and as the . 
into Holland, this would certainly have afforded the more accurate method of- determining the comparative prices 
of the Company. 


Sale Price in Netherlands. 

Excess of Company’s 
Price. 

} Per lb. 

i 

ToiaL | 

Per Cent 
oa 

Prime 

C<»t. 

Per Cent. 

Total. 

s. d „ 

0 9*67 

1 €-02 
1 5*31 

1 2*93 

1 7*53 

1 3-47 

2 10*04 

3 10*91 

£. 

152,316 

1,512,645 

17,900 

37,435 

333,821 

13,796 

143,971 

126 

23 

28 

23 

H dis. 
39 

10 

28 

68 

92 

54 

91 

130 

52 

79 

46 

66 

£. 

141,267 

827.285 

16,370 

48,764 

174,124 

11,027 

66.414 

— 

2,212,010 

— 

— 

1,285,335 
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No. 17 Comparative Statement of the Consumption and Revenue of Tea in Great Britain and the United States of America, for the 

Eleven Years ending with 3828. 


YE ArtS. 

THE UNITED STATES. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Total 

Consumption. 

Total 

Pi.evenue, 

Comurcptioru 

Revenue. 

■ 

Consumption. 

Revenue. 

Averages 
of ! 

Periods of 

4 4: a Years. 

Increase 

per cent. 

Averages 
i of 

! Periods of 
4 Ss 3Y ears- 

•|l 

; B ^ 

Total. 

Averages 

of 

4 & 3 Years. 

!.. Increase 

| per cent. 

Total. 

Averages 

of 

4 & 5 Years. 

ii j 
si 

It 

If 

ii 


lbs. 

£. 

lbs. 

1 

£. 


lbs. 

lbs. 


£. 




1818. . 

4,842,263 

330,283 

— 


— 


25,320,719 

— 


3,384,272 




1819 .<. 

5,480,884 

374,637 

— 


— 


24,093,619 

— 


3,276,142 




1820. 

4,891,447 

338,189 

—- 


— 


23,666,431 

—, 


3,133,393 




1821. 

4,603,855 

312,207 

4,954,787 




24.872,771 

24,488,375 


3,281,875 

3,268,920 



1822 . 

5,430,630 

361,440 

— 


— 


25,258,642 

— 


3,430,144 




1823 .. 

6,796,364 

454,096 

— 


-— . 


25,710,892 

— 


3,850,558 




1624 .. 

7,107,677 

510,665 

.— 


— 


26,0 23,381 

— 


3,865,099 




1825 .... 

6,557,629 

474,113 

6,473,075 

30 

450,078 

32 

27.177,677 

26,042,648 

6 

4,030,439 

3,794,060 

16 


1826 .......... 

8,816,225 

652,511 

— 


— 


27,250.769 

—■ 


3,738,05/ 




1827 .. | 

5,372,956 

388,308 

— 



[ 

27,841,284 

__ 


3,705,859 




1828 .. I 

1 

6,803,667 

498,905 

5,997,616 | 

i 

r 6 

[ : v ;: 

513,241 : 

14 

27,975,385 

27,680,146 

6 

3,448,814 

3,630,910 

: 

4 


On a comparison of the last period in the Statement with the first, the American consumption had "increased by 41 percent, and the 
Revenue by 51 per cent. The British consumption had increased by 13 per cent, and the Revenue by 11 per cent. 

Note ,—Letters from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the Annual Reports, &£. &c> “ East-India Trade, 1 ' ordered by the 

House of Commons to be printed. Finance Accounts of the United. Kingdom, &c. &e. 
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COMMITTEE op the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



Investments of Tea for Four Years. 


Dr. 

. - • -.—. - —.. 

£, 

1819-20. 

To prime cost of 110,247,443 ibs. of tea, 


1820-21, 

purchased at Canton in the seasons 


1821-22. 

1819-20 to 1822-23, both inclusive .... 

7,551,331 

1822-23. 

. salaries and table expenses of the fac- 


tory.. .... ... ..... 

363,433 


— other charges in China.... 

223,363 


•— charges in England.... * 

917,044 


— freight and demurrage. 

2,112,067 


— interest .... .... .. 

934,237 


~~ insurance .... 

233,546 


— loss sustained by the Company on the 

380,133 

12,715,154 


occasion of the fire at Canton 1822.. .. 


Balance in Company’s favour . 

2,641,229 



£15,356,383 


Cr. 



By sale of 104,084,203 ibs. of tea in the 
years 1821-22 to 1824-25, inclusive .. 
—» proportion of costs and charges upon 
6,163,2401bs. of tea, being the excess of 
the purchases above the sales ........ 

£. 

14,645,559 

710,824 


Sale price per lb. 2a. 9d. ® 

£15,356,383 


The average sale price on the four years 
as given in No. 42 of Papers relating to the 
Finances of India, &e. is 2s. 10d.09, a 
difference of yjj of a penny. 

I3y Balance in favour of the Company, 
£2,641,229. 



Note .-—The documents from which the account is drawn are the following 1 : 
** .Accounts relating to the Tea Trade,” ordered by the House of Commons 
to be printed, 14th May 1824, Nos. 2, 4, and 6. li Papers relative to the 
Trade between India and China,” 4th June 1829, Nos. 16, 17, 31, 32 
and 33. 

According to this account, the annual profit of the Company on tea 
down to 1824-5 was .£660,307, from which would have to be disbursed the 
interest on the bond-debt, and the dividends on stock, which on the four 
years from 1821-2 to 1824**5 amounted, per annum, to £777,550, (Papers 
relating to the Finances of India, &c. No. 21, February 1830) leaving, 
therefore, a deficiency of £117,243. The only defective item in the account 
is the freight, which is evidently under-rated j because from the whole 
amount of it, given in the Parliamentary documents (Papers relating to the 
Trade with India and China, June 1829, Nos. 16, 17, arid 31,) the propor¬ 
tion deducted from the tonnage returning from India, with cargoes is taken 
at the same rate as the tonnage returning from China. Now nearly the 
whole tonnage employed in conveying tea to England consists of large 
ships, at the highest rates of freight, and especially includes the Company’s 

4* G 



5 April 1830. 

John Crawford* 
ICsq. 





















WjJjgfAy EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS :_ 

^ own ships, the most expensive of any; whereas in the Indian tonnage a 

number of vessels taken up at low rates of freight are comprehended. For 
John Craw fur d } example» the East-India Company, within the period included in the 
JSsq. account, received tenders for between 24,000 and 25,000 tons of shipping, 
and took up what they wanted at £8. 4 s. 8</. per ton. (Minutes of Evi- 
dence before the Committee of Lords on the Trade with India and China, 
1820 and 1821, page 158,) while they were paying on the average of their 
ships from China, exclusive of demurrage £21. 11s. Id. (an Account of the 
Bate of Freight per ton paid by the East-India Company from China on 
the average of the whole tonnage of the years 1822 and 1823—East-India 
House, 26th April 1824.) Were the necessary deduction made on this 
account, the profits on the tea-trade would certainly not be adequate to the 
payment of the dividends on the capital stock alone, which, on the average 
of the four years referred to, amounted to .£629,539 per annum. It is 
obvious that the payment of the dividends and of the interest of the bond- 
debt must fall exclusively on the profits of the tea, because there are no other 
commercial profits, a fact which can be explained in a very few words. The 
Company’s exports from China, besides tea, were always trifling in amount, 
and the profit, if any, of course trifling also. Of late years they have 
ceased altogether. With respect to the imports into that country from this, 
the Company themselves showed, and at the very period to which the 
account refers, that there was not only no profit, but a loss, which, on an 
average of six-ami-twenty years, amounted to £1,668,103 (Minutes of 
Evidence on India and China Trade, Lords’ Committee, page 118 ). 
Neither, it may fairly be supposed, is the India Trade carried on in a 
profitable manner. We have the Company’s own testimony to this effect, 
down to nearly the close of the last charter, when their accounts exhibited 
a loss of £355,846 per annum (Papers relating to East-India Affairs, East- 
India House, 8th April 1810). Nor is it reasonable to conclude that now, 
with more numerous and active competitors, and a greatly diminished trade, 
that this branch of commerce can be attended with a profit, however 
trifling. 


No. I ^""“Comparative Statement of the Average Prices of the Com¬ 
pany’s and Private Trade Teas imported in the Ships Macqueen, George 
the Fourth, Marquess Huntly, Lord Lowther, Castle Huntly, Marquess 
Camden, and Orwell, as sold together at the East-India Company’s 
September Sale 1829. 


-.- 

East-India Company. 

Privilege Tea. 

Difference per lb. 

Difference 
per cent. 


s. d. 

*■. a. 

<L 


Congou .... 

2 2*86 

2 3-88 

1-02 

3ft 

Twankay.. .. 

2 2*67 

2 10-U 

7*47 

28 

Hyson. 

3 10-66 

3 11-32 

0*66 

1ft 


Note.~~“ Sale List,” by John Nicholson and Co*, London. 
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20. (A.)— Sketch, exhibiting a Comparison of the Duties and Revenue on Tea, under the Systems of Monopoly and Free Trade ; 

estimated on the Consumption and Revenue of the Year 1828-9. 


TEAS. 


Eohea .... . 
Congou ... 
Campoi .. . 
Souchong . . 
Twankay. . . 
Hyson Skin 
Hyson. . .. 
Gunpowder. 


Total 


Quantity. 


East-India Co I??“>'s 
Company's - , e , s 


Sale Price. 


lbs. 

3,778,012 

20,142,873 

284,187 

601,739 

4,101,845 

213,993 

1,014,923 

645 


d. 

0*65 

3*88 

9*14 

10*38 

5*72 

3*84 

1*75 

6*51 


30,138.217 


with the 
Duty. 


d. 

0*55 
7*76 
6-28 ‘ 
8*76 j 
11*44 


i-02 


American 

Price. 

American ! Reduction 
Price, i of Cost, 
with same 1 with same 
Amount of Duty to the 
Duty. | State. 

j 

Present 
ad valorem 
Duty. 1 

i 

i 

Actual 
Duty, as 
levied on 
the 

American 

Price. 

Specific Duty 
which 

might be imposed 
in an open 
Trade, without 
increasing Price 
to 

Consumer. 

Present 

Revenue. 

Revenue 

which 

might be raised 
without 
augmenting the 
Cost to the 
Consumer. 

S . d. 

0 9*83 

1 7*40 

'1 7*40 

: 1 7*40 

1 7*40 

: 1 4*56 

2 7*05 
! 3 2*55 

I 

s. d. 

2 3'73 

3 11*28 

4 4*54 

4 5*78 

4 1*12 

3 8*40 

6 8*80 

9 9*06 

8. & 

0 8*82 

0 8*48 

1 1*74 

i 2*93 

0 10-32 

0 11*28 

1 6'70 

3 3-96* 

Per Cent. 

96 

100 

100 

100 

100 

160 

,100 

100 

Per Cent, 

- 182 

142 

170 

177 

153 

168 

160 

203 

S . d, 

2 2*72 

3 0*36 

3 10*88 

4 1*36 

3 4*04 

3 3*12 

5 8*45 

9 10*47 

£. 

281,839 

2,339,930 

39,241 

86,199 

507,945 

24,823 

210,385 

210 

£. 

420,681 

3,051,645 

55,511 

123,758 

684,325 

34,881 

*289,465 

317 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

3,490,572 

4,660,583 


Augmentation of Revenue...... ,£1,170,011. 

Note .—Papei^ relating to the Finances of India, and the Trade of India and China, No. 41. American price-currents for the ten years 
ending with 1829, the Company’s Congou, Campoi, Souchong, and Twankay, are reckoned at the same price as American Souchong. In the 
Canton price-currents, Congou, Campoi, Twankay, and Hyson Skin, are quoted exactly at the same prices. In the American price-currents 
there is no Pekoe, which is therefore left out of the Statement. 


3 

' % 


OO 
■ Ox 
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No. 20. (B.)— Sketch, exhibiting a Comparison of the Duties and Revenue on Tea. under the Systems of Monopoly and Free Trade; 

estimated on the Consumption and Revenue of the Year 1828-9. 


TEAS. 

Quantities 
sold by 
East-Iudia 
Company in 
18284. 

Duty 
per lb. 
considered 
as a 
specific 
Impost. 

Company's 

Price 

without the 
Duty 
per lb. 

1 

; 

Price' 
with the 
Duty 
per lb. 


lbs. 

s. c?. 

s. d> 

s. cL 

Bohea........ 

3,778,012 

1 5‘90 

1 6*65 

3 0*55 

Congou ...... 

20,142,873 

2 3*88 

2 3*88 

4 7*76 

Campoi . 

284,187 

2 9*14 

2 9‘14 

5 6*28 

Souchong .... 

601,739 

2 10*38 

2 10*38 

5 8*75 

Pekoe . 

131,281 

3 9*23 

3 9*23 

7 6*46 

Twankay...... 

4,101,845 

2 5*72 

2 5*72 

4 11*44 

Hyson Skin ... 

213,993 

2 3*84 

2 3*84 

4 7*68 

Hyson... 

1,014,923 

4 1*75 

4 1*75 

8 3*50 

Gunpowder.... 

645 

6 6*51 

6 6*51 

13 1*02 

Total...... 

30,269,498 

— 

— 

— 


Proposed 

specific 


per 


% 


Free Trade 
Price 
per lb. 
without 
Duty. 


Free Trade 
Price 
per lb. 
with Duty, 


<L 

9*83 

7*40 

7*40 

7*40 

0 

7*40 

4*56 

7*05 

2*55 


d. 

3*83 
1*40 
1*40 
7*40 
0 

1*40 
3 10*36 
6 7*05 
8 2*55 


Reduction 

of 

Price 


Revenue 
with proposed 
new Duties. | 

i 

| 

Increase of 
Revrnue. 

Consumer 
under new 
Duty, in an 
open Trade, 
per lb. 

Present 

Revenue. 

TOTAL. 

Per 

Cent. 

s. d. 

0 8-72 

281,839 

£. 

283,350 

£. 

1,511 


0 6*36 

2,339,930 

2,517,859 

177,929 


1 4*88 

39,241 

35,523 

— 


1 1*36 

86,199 

90,260 



— 

24,740 

32,820 

8,080 

1 

0 10*04 

507,945 

512,730 

4,785 


0 9*12 

24,823 

26,749 

1,926 


1 8*45 

210,385 

202,984 

fr 


4 1047 

210 

161 



— 

3,515,312 

! 3,702,436 

1 

j 187,124 



jVote.—Papers relating to the Finances of India, and the Trade of India and China* No. 41. American price-currents for the 

ten years ending with 1829, 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS : 







































MINIS r Ry 



T COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

5 April, 1H30. | 



Explanation of the Statements marked No. 20, (A./ and (BJ John Cram fur cl 9 

.Esq, 


It does not appear from the reports of the merchants at the out-ports that 
there will be any difficulty in an open trade in tea in levying an ad valorem 
duty upon it; and the example of cotton is quoted in proof. A specific 
duty would, however, in all probability, be much more convenient; and 
the example of the United States, which has collected the revenue on this 
principle for forty years, seems quite conclusive. The rates assumed in the 
statement marked (B.) are calculated on the basis of the present ad valorem 
duties, and are assumed at a high rate, for the purpose of giving, in the 
first instance, ample security to the public revenue. There can he little 
doubt, however, but that a more moderate impost would be more pro¬ 
ductive. Even in the United States of America the duties are considered 
by the statesmen of that country as much too high, as may be seen by the 
following extract from the reports of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
1827; <l The use of tea has become so general throughout the United 
States, as to rank almost as a necessary of life. When to this we add that 
there is no rival production at home to be fostered by lessening the amount 
of its importation, the duty upon it may safely be regarded as too high. 
Upon some of the varieties of the article it considerably exceeds 100 per 
cent., and is believed to be generally above the level which a true policy 
points out. A moderate reduction of the duty would lead to an increased 
consumption of the article, to an extent that, in all probability, would in 
the end benefit rather than injure the revenue. Its tendency would be to 
enlarge our trade in export!? to China; a trade of progressive value, as our 
cottons and other articles of home production (aside from specie) are more 
and more entering into it. It would cause more of the trade in teas to 
centre in our own ports, the present rate of duty driving our tea-ships net 
unfrequently to seek their markets in Europe, not in the form of re-expor¬ 
tations, but in the direct voyage from China. It would also serve to di¬ 
minish the risk of the United States ultimately losing any portion^of a trade 
so valuable, through the policy and regulations of other nations.” 

But even with the high duty which is proposed in Sketch (B ), there will 
be a considerable saving to the public, as may be easily shown. The cost of 
the 30,269,498 lbs. of tea in 1818-29 to the public was as follows, viz. 

Sale price. £3,527,056 

Duty . 3,515,312 

Total..£7,042,368 

$y the duty proposed in the Sketch, the cost will stand thus : 

Sale price.. .£2,357,047 

Duty . 3,702,436 

Total.£6,059,483 


This will produce a saving to the consumer of £982,887, which in al? 
probability will be laid out in an additional purchase of tea; if so, it will add 
12,622,360 lbs. to the present consumption, making the whole 42,891,8581bs. 
Whether the price fall or rise, the public revenue, with specific duties, is 
sure to increase. 'With the augmented consumption now supposed, it would 
be enhanced to the extent of £1,543,913, or amount in all to £5,246,349. 
In a word, under the proposed plan, the consumption and revenue of the 
kingdom in tea would each be augmented by above 40 per cent. 















No. 21.—An Account of the Amount of Duties of Customs and Excise received upon certain Goods imported from the East-Indies, together 

with Mauritius, for the Six Years ending 5th January 1829. 



ARTICLES. 

1823. 

♦—* 

CO 

IS> 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

Increase or Decrease per Cent, 
of the three last 

upon 

ihe three first Years. 


- i f - 

i 






Increase, 
per Cent, 

Decrease, 

perCeht. 


' ' ! 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£ 

£. 

£. 


» 

Cloves, Mace, &c. .... 

23,324 

25,393 

19,063 

20,266 

27,298 

26,368 

9 

— 

Coffee . 

17,67 7 

23,513 

! 22,567 

i 

29,400 

32,907 

36,522 

35 

- 

Sugar... 

190,664 

3,850,558 

282,495 

3,865,099 

| 304,097 

j 4,030,439 

! 

1 

415,395 

3,738,057 

401,970 

3,705,859 

506,127 
! 3,448,814 

JrSSslI \£ : Z, 'S “•> 

|SC _ . } . *£ 

70 


Tea . ................ 

7 





2Vote»—Accounts relating to the Trade between Great Britain and the East-Indies, 1824-1829. Ordered by the House of Commons to be 
printed. The duties on all the articles, except Tea, have been greatly reduced within the period given in the Statement. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS t 


























Comparison of the Duties on Coffee, Cocoa, Sugar, Spirits, and Tobacco, with those on Tea, calculated ad valorem from 
the Quotations of the London Price-Current of 18th March 1828. 


TEA. 


Bohea ... 

Congo kind, &c. 
Congo, common. 
Congo, fine..... 

Pekoe kind. 

Do. Campoido. 
Campoi, good, 
Souchong ... 
Twankay, common 
Do. good 
Do. fine . 

Hyson kind. 

Hyson Skin...... 

Do. good.... .. 

Hyson, common.. 

Do. good. 

Do. fine. 

Young Hyson.... 
Gunpowder...... 


COFFEE. 


96 Jamaica triage.. 

96| Do. middling 
100: Do. fine .... 
100 Dominica, ordinary 
100 Do. middling 
100; Do. fine.... 
lOO Berbice triage.. 
100! Do. middling 
lOOj Do. fine .... 
100 St. Domingo .. 
lOO.La Guayra .... 
lOOHavannah .... 
lOOjPorto Pcico.... 

100,Brazil .. 

100 Batavia . 

100 Chiribon. 

100 Sumatra ...... 

100;Ceylon.. . 

100 Mocha. ... 


224 

87 

71 

124 

86 

71 

119 


COCOA. 


West India, com.. 200 Jamaica, fine 


SUGAR. 


Do. superior 
Grenada, ordinary 
Do. superior .. 
Do. fine red .. 
Do. superior .. 

_ _ Berbice .. 

87! Do. superior .. 

72;Saint Lucia. 

378} Do. superior .. 

368 Trinidad.. 

358; Do. superior ., 

368'Caraeca .. 

[368I- Do. superior .. 
311 Brazil 
1320 
1350 
1262 
j]03 


Do. superior 
Guayaquil ...» 

Do. superior 
Saint Domingo 


60 

140 Do. middling .. 71 
186 Do. ordin. brown 87 
140 Demerara 5 fine .. 67 
101 Do. middling .. 75 
86 Do. brown .... 90 
186 Havannah, fine .. 131 
133 Do. middling .. 143 
186 Do. brown .... 203 

] 09; Rio, brown.233 

186l Do. white ....170 
109 Bahia, brown .... 225 
I97| Do. white ....180 

166 Mauritius . j 81 

583j Do. low brown .112 
5G0 ; Bengal, fine white 102 


Foreign and Colonial 

SPIRITS. 


Brandy, cognac, J 


TOBACCO. 


Maryland, fine scrub 



560 

500 


Do. midd. white 108 
Do. low white.. 115 
China and Siam.. 188 


1st brandy, > *>58, Do. brown 
26-27 ...... 3 ; ! Do. fine yellow 

Second ditto .... 7 94 Virginia, fine black. 

Superior ditto.. • • l?50j Do- stripped ordin. 

Bordeaux .pOO Rientucky, fine .. 

Hollands Geneva. 8 431 Do. ordinary .. 

12 a 19 per cent-1 268^* Domingo .... 

Rum, Jamaica j 7 jHavannah.. 

Do. 20 a 22 T. 248 Segars, common 
Do. 23 a 27 .. 226 Do. superior .. 

Do. 28 a 34 .. 217 East-India. 

Do. superior .. 212 Do. inferior.... 
Do. extra fine .. 192 Virginia midd- black 
Do. Leeward? ^Kentuckymiddling 
Island, proofs ) ° Porto Rico 

Do. over proofs 364 Varinas .. 
Demeraraj 23 a 35 242 Brazil.... 

Ukraine .. 


758 

1.028 

343 

800 

1,309 

900 

1,600 

533 

370 

112 

64 

1,800 

2,057 

960 

1,200 


■* 


C* 

CO 

o 
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JT. L. Cox, Printer, Great Queen Street, 
Lincoln’a-Inn fields. 


FIFTH REPORT 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Present State of the Affai.bs of the East-In di a Com¬ 
pany, and into the Trade between Great Britain , the 
East-Indies, and China; and to report their Observations 
thereupon to the House ; and who were empowered to report 
the Minutes of Evidence taken before them from time t 
time to the House * 


HA VE made a further Progress In the Matters to them 
referred, and examined several other Witnesses ; the 
Minutes of whose Evidence they have agreed to 
report to the House up to the 13th day of this 
instant May, inclusive. 






129 April 1830. 

J. C\ MdviU, 
Esq. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Lima, 29° die Apr ills 1830. 


William Ward, Esq. in the Chair. 


J AMES COSMO MELV1LL, Esq., Auditor of*the East-India 
Company’s Accounts, again called in, and examined. 

4295. You are the Auditor of the East*India Company ?—* 
I am. 

4295. In your situation of Auditor, have you been led to 
consider the mode pursued by the Company m computing the 
upset price of their teas ?—'The computation of the upset price 
of tea forms no part of the official duty of my department; but it 
devolves upon me to prepare periodically financial views of the 
territorial branch of the Company’s affairs ; and in the perform¬ 
ance of that duty, I find it important and necessary, as far as 
practicable, to make myself acquainted with all the Company’s 
arrangements of a financial nature, commercial as well as poli¬ 
tical ; I will therefore endeavour to answer any questions which 
the Committee may be pleased to put respecting the upset price 
of tea. 

4297. Will you explain the principle upon which the Company 
fix the upset price of their teas?—The Act of the 24 Geo. III. 
c. 38, usually called the Commutation Act, precludes the 
Company from putting up their tea for sale at any prices which 
shall, upon the whole of the teas so put up at any one sale, ex¬ 
ceed the prime cost thereof, with the freight and charges 
of importation, together with lawful interest from the time of 
the arrival of such tea in Great Britain, and the common 
premium of insurance, as a compensation for the sea risk in¬ 
curred thereon. The first point that the Company have to con¬ 
sider in carrying that law into effect is, how they are to com¬ 
pute the prime cost of their teas. All the Company’s consign¬ 
ments and remittances to China are made entirely with a view 
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do in fact terminate in, supplying their treasury at 29 Apr! 
with funds for the provision of tea. The course of 
proceeding which the Company adopt each season is this; they 
first take a view of the state of die market, and of the probable 
demand for tea, and according to that view frame their indent 
for a quantity of tea to be brought from China sufficient to keep 
up a year's consumption beforehand, as required by law, and 
estimate the probable cost of that tea in tales. The next step 
is to provide the means of paying for the tea. With that view 
they buy cotton in India for consignment to China, which is 
paid for in rupees received in reimbursement of sums disbursed 
in sterling, on account of that portion of the territorial charges 
of India which is incurred in England. They direct the super¬ 
cargoes to receive dollars in China in exchange for bills upon 
India, which are paid in rupees, received in like manner. They 
purchase British manufactures for consignment to China, which 
are of course paid for in sterling. A very small portion, about 
one-sixteenth of the whole, in 1828-9, was provided by bills 
drawn in China upon the Company in London. The prime 
cost of the tea brought to England under these arrangements 
is the sum expended in sterling in providing the tales with 
which the tea was bought, including freight and charges upon 
the outward consignments, which are in fact remittances, and 
upon the homeward investment of tea. 

4298. Does it also include the charge of interest?—Interest 
forms a necessary part of the charges. The Company, as mer¬ 
chants, are entitled to charge interest from the date of expend¬ 
ing the money in making the remittances until the period when, 
if they’- were free from the restriction of the Commutation 
Act, they would be in the situation to sell the tea. That Act, 
however, restrains the Company from selling their tea imme¬ 
diately upon its arrival, by requiring that they should keep a con¬ 
siderable stock on hand ; and in order that they may suffer no 
loss on that account, it is provided that the Company shall add 
to the prime cost of the tea lawful interest from the time of 
its arrival in Great Britain. Combining, therefore, ordinary 
usage, as respects interest being included in the invoice charges, 
with the parliamentary enactment, the upset price of the tea 
should include interest from the time of the first expenditure to 
the time when the sale proceeds of the teas are realized. 

4299. You state that interest is charged from the date when 
the money is expended in providing funds for the purchase of 
the tea; is that the principle upon which you charge niterest? 

—That is the principle which regulates the Company’s charge 
of interest. The amount of the charge is not minutely ascer¬ 
tained from year to year ; but I have taken out the particulars 
ef the year 1828-9, which is that of which the Committee have 
had a statement of the items of the upset prices, and I have 
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ascertained that the Company’s charge for interest, although 
regulated upon the principle which I have explained, falls short 
of what it would be upon an actual computation. 

4800. Will you explain upon what data you go ?—The invoice 
charge of interest upon the outward consignments from England 
is six months, and I have ascertained that the proceeds of these 
consignments in the last year, 1828-9, were not realized for ten 
months upon an average* Again, the charge which the Com¬ 
pany make of interest under the Commutation Act is for 
eighteen months, and I have ascertained that the average period 
that the tea is in warehouse here is twenty months. 

4301. Can you state what proportion of the funds required 
for the purchase of tea in China is raised by bills in India, or 
by consignments of merchandize from India?—The whole por¬ 
tion remitted from India amounts to about two-thirds of the 
whole, including consignments of merchandize from India to 
China, as well as bills drawn from China upon India. 

4302. That proportion which has been raised by being re¬ 
mitted from India being raised in dollars in exchange for rupees, 
liow is the sterling value of the rupees calculated ?—At the 
intrinsic par of the rupee, computing the value of fine silver 
at the old mint standard of 5s. 2d. an ounce. 

4303. But there is at present no such standard in silver ?—I 
am perfectly aware of that circumstance. The standard in this 
country being gold, there is no such standard as5«v. 2d.; nor can 
there, I apprehend, be any accurate standard for silver but the 
market-price, in a country where the standard is gold. 

4304. What is the market-price of silver at present ?— 
4#. 11 d. an ounce. 

4305. The market value appears then to be 3 d. per ounce 
less than the amount observed in the Company’s calculations, 
has not there been an over valuation in your computation of the 
tale to that extent ?—If the Committee were to restrict their 
view to the two or three last years, undoubtedly there would 
appear to have been an over-valuation of the tale in that respect; 
but in former years of the present charter the market price of 
silver considerably exceeded the old mint standard of 5s. 2d. y 
and I have ascertained that upon an average of oil the years since 
1814-15, there is only a fractional difference between the value 
of the rupee at the market price and at the old standard. 

4306. Then, from your statement, it would appear that upon 
an average of years there has not been any over-valuation of 
the tale by the system the Company have observed of bringing 
the rupees into dollars?—That is what I meant to say ; and I 
would beg leave to add, that the Board of Control, acting upon 
the authority given to them by Parliament, compel the Com¬ 
pany to credit the Indian territory with the rupee at more than 
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cent, above the old standard of 5s , 2r/., which valuation 29 April 1B30. 
being one to which the Company as advised are bound by law c~7ieiviii 
to submit, they would have been perfectly justified in applying * m > 
to their transactions^with China. 

4307. That being the case, how do you account for their not 
having proportionately increased the upset price of tea?—The 
Company have never acquiesced in the rates of exchange pre¬ 
scribed by the Board, but have persevered up to the present 
time in earnestly remonstrating against the observance of those 
rates, and in entreating a revision of them. The China accounts 
are not legally within the control of the Board ; and therefore, 
although the Company must submit to the loss by this exchange, 
yet they have been unwilling to give the least sanction to the 
rates by introducing them into the valuation of the tale in com¬ 
puting the cost of tea, the more especially as, if they had done 
so, it would have had the effect, which I trust I may be per¬ 
mitted to sa y the Company always deprecate, of raising the 
upset price of tea. 

4308. Do not the Company adopt a different mode of valuing 
the tale In their account of profit and loss from that which 3 r ou 
have explained with reference to the vipset price of tea?—Yes. 

In their profit and loss accounts they adopt the fixed rate of 
65. 8d. as a medium rate; and the Committee will see that the 
Company are compelled to use a different rate in this account, 
as the effect of the Board’s rates must be adjusted in the profit 
and loss. With respect to this old rate of 6s. 8d., I find that it 
was recognized in the year 1781, in a paper appended to the 
Ninth Report of a Select Committee of the House of Commons 
on East-India Affairs, being a Report from a Committee of 
East-India Proprietors, adopted by the General Court, which, 
with the permission of the Committee, as it explains the view 
which was then taken of what constituted 'prime cost > l will take 
the liberty of reading; 44 With respect to merchandize sent out 
from England to India, and merchandize returned home from 
thence, the produce must vary according to the market abroad 
and at home, and according to the ideal value affixed to foreign 
currency, but can only affect the Company, or be decided, on 
the following position; for instance, suppose £100 laid out in 
broad-cloth in England sells in Bengal for 1,200 current rupees; 
if on this occasion the exchange be reckoned at 2s. per current 
rupee, the profit is 20per cent.; if 2s. 3d., the profit is 35 per 
cent.; again, if the produce of 1,200 current rupees be laid out 
in muslins, and these, when brought to England, sell for £150, 
the produce of the operation, reckoning at 2s. the current 
rupee, will be 1,500 current rupees, or an apparent profit of 
25 per cent.; at 2s. 3d. the current rupee will be 1,3331, or an 
apparent profit of only l&J- per cent. But t he real profit to the 
Company in England, by comparison of first costs, will be 50 
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per cent., which is the only point that can be established* let 
the discussion be carried on ever so long, except that the higher 
the exchange in India the greater the apparent profit there, and 
the reverse in England; so that, for the purpose of the present 
calculation, your Committee have adopted the Company’s valua¬ 
tion ; viz. tale 6s. 8d” The Committee will observe, that this 
latter principle of comparing first costs is that which the Com¬ 
pany now adopt. Die paper which I have read was before 
’arliamenta short time previously to the passing of the Commu¬ 
tation Act; the clause in which affecting the question of prime 
cost was proposed by the Company in the very terms in which 
it is enacted. 

4309. Can you state to the Committee what has been the 
overage cost of the tale to the Company since 1814, upon the 
principle which you have been explaining ?—The average cost 
of the tale to the Company since 1814-15, upon the principle 
which I have explained, has been 6$. 7*502 d. 

4310. What has been the average rate per tale since 1814 at 
which bills have been drawn upon the Company in England 
from Canton ?—The average rate per tale at which the Com¬ 
pany have been drawn upon from Canton since 1814-15 is 
6s. 8'lld. The Committee will see that if that principle had 
been observed, the charge of interest in the computation would 
be for twelve months less than that included in the Company’s 
calculation, because bills of exchange would comprise the in¬ 
terest for that period; but, on the other hand, Jthe Company’s 
calculation includes charges that would be incurred if supplies 
were obtained by bills. Adjusting both sides of the calculation, 

I find that the rate at which the tale would have been computed 
in the upset price of tea, if the bill of exchange rate had been 
the principle of computation, would have been 6$. 8d. f!49 
decimals. 

431L Do you not consider that it is the ordinary usage to 
value the coin of a foreign country expended in the purchase of 
consignments to England in sterling at the current rate of 
exchange ?-~I am perfectly aware that such is the usual prac¬ 
tice ; the principle, indeed, seems quite clear. In ordinary 
cases it very frequently happens that the cargo abroad is pur¬ 
chased with funds raised by bills of exchange, and the cost of 
those goods in sterling would, in such a case, be the sterling 
amount of the bills; but the adoption of any such S 3 ?stem by 
the Company in their present circumstances, even were it 
practicable, would defeat the financial provisions of the Legis¬ 
lature in respect of India. If the Company were to buy their 
teas by means of bills upon themselves, they would have* to pay 
those bills out of the proceeds of the teas, and then there 
would not be funds for the territorial charges of India. 

4312. Will you explain to the Committee what is the nature 
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_he amount, of those territorial charges?—They comprise 

the reimbursement tp the public of that portion ot the expen¬ 
diture of Great Britain which is incurred in respect of His 
Majesty’s troops serving in India. They also embrace the 
furlough and retired allowances of officers in the Company’s 
array, the cost of territorial stores sent to India, political 
freight and demurrage, and also a portion of the interest of the 
Indian debt. The aggregate of those several charges may be 
stated to amount, upon the average, to £3,000,000 per annum, 
which is remitted by the Company principally through their 
India and China trade; and the Indian territory has the im¬ 
portant benefit of effecting this remittance at advantageous rates 
of exchange. 

4313. In what mode does the territory obtain this advan¬ 
tage ?—The territory obtains this advantage by remitting the 
three millions annually at the Board rates of exchange, 
2s. 3 '8M. per sicca rupee. 

4314. Can you state to the Committee what proportion of 
the remittance is effected through the China trade ?—At pre¬ 
sent about one million sterling per annum. It has been, and 
it continues to be, the policy of the Company to increase the 
remittances through that mode. 

4315. At what rate do the Company credit the Indian terri¬ 
tory with the sums so remitted?—At 2$. 3*84c/. the sicca rupee. 

4316. Instead of 1*.11<A, for the reasons you have stated? 

11 cL is, I believe, the market rate now. 

4317. Can you state to the Committee what is the present 
rate of exchange in India for bills upon England ?—'I he last 
quotation 1 have seen is Is. 1 Id. per sicca rupee. 

4318. You have stated that this remittance is at 2s. 3d. in¬ 
stead of lr.il d. Is that 2s.3d. put upon the tea in computing 
the upset price ?—No; the computation of that part of the 
remittance from India, which affects the upset price of tea, is 
made, as I have already explained, at the old mint standard of 
5s. 2d., which values the rupee at about 2s. 0 \d. 

4319. Still would it not appear, according to the computa¬ 
tion of the rupee being valued at 2s. 0 \d., whilst in Bengal the 
exchange is Is. \\d., that it is taken at VJdf. beyond the real 
worth in Bengal of the rupee ?—But the Company, foi* the rea¬ 
sons I have already given, cannot extend their drafts upon them¬ 
selves from Bengal without defeating the Act of Parliament in 
respect of the Indian charges, and the cost of the Company 
placing their rupees in Bengal under the system prescribed by 
the Act much more than accounts for that difference- 

4320. Can you state to the Committee at what rate, upon 
the average, since 1814, the Company have placed the tale in 
China by means of bills upon India?—5$, 10*04#. 
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4321. Can you also state at what rate by consignments of 

merchandize from India ?— 6s. 7*36^ ^ 

4322. It would then appear that the consignments of mer¬ 
chandize have been a much less profitable mode of remittance 
than that of bills ; how do you account for the Company having 
continued to adopt that mode ?—The rate I have mentioned for 
merchandize of 0.9. 7*3 6d. includes freight, which, had the 
funds been raised by bills, must have been charged upon the 
tea; omitting freight, the cost of the tale by consignments of 
merchandize from India to China is reduced to 5s. 7*7 6d. 

4323. Then you mean to state that the upset price has been 
rather kept down than otherwise by the practice of the Company 
in sending merchandize from India to China ?—Clearly so ; and 
encouragement has at the same time been given by the Company 
to the trade in an important article of Indian produce. 

4324 Can you state at what rate the talc has been placed 
in China by consignments of British manufactures?—At 
7.9. 049i. 


lower if we took an average for a smaller 


Since 1814; the 
period 


4325. You take the average since 1814 ?~ 
rate would be 
of years. 

4326. Then you are of opinion that the most disadvantageous 
mode which the Company can adopt of providing funds for the 
purchase of teas is by sending British manufactures ?—I think 
that must be admitted. 

4327. That being the case, can you explain why the Com¬ 
pany have continued to adopt that mode, that being so disad¬ 
vantageous ?—The Committee must of course be aware that the 
Company have always from policy been desirous of exporting 
the produce and manufactures of Great Britain to places to 
which they have an exclusive privilege of trading, and l believe 
I may say that the Company have felt themselves under some¬ 
thing of a movai obligation to do so. This policy has at dif¬ 
ferent times been not only sanctioned but enjoined in the char¬ 
ters granted to the Company and in legislative enactments. At 
the period of the last renewal of the charter, the trade with 
India being then opened, of course the Company ceased to feel it 
obligatory upon them then to send British manufactures to India, 
although they determined not to cease doing so until it should 
become absolutely necessary. But as they had the exclusive 
privilege of trading to China, they felt the force of the old obli¬ 
gation still binding upon them, as relating to exports to that 
country ; and it was well understood between the King's minis¬ 
ters in 1813, and the representatives of the Company, that 
these exports to China were to be continued. I may add, that 
when in 1826 the Company found it necessary, from the state 
of the trade, materially to restrict exports of British manufac¬ 
tures to India, Mr, Williams Wynn, then President of the Indian 
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remonstrated against that determination; and as that re- 29 A 
exports to India, I think the Company were entitled to 
conclude that the remonstrance would have been much more de¬ 
cided if it had had reference to exports to China. But indepen¬ 
dently of the policy which has actuated these exports of British 
produce and manufactures, it by no means appears to me that the 
tale has been valued more highly than it would have been, if al! 
the funds for buying tea had been provided in either of the other 
modes; for I cannot imagine that the Company could have ma¬ 
terially increased their supplies of cotton to India, or their de¬ 
mand upon the Canton market for money in exchange for bills, 
without immediately either lessening the value of the cotton in 
China, or raising the exchange for the bills. I would further 
state, that in a concern of so much magnitude and importance 
as that of the Company’s in China, it is necessary that they 
should be secure against the possible failure of funds there, 
which might be the consequence of their having recourse to only 
one method of remittance. The Company act upon a system ; 
and I would submit that one good test by which that system 
might be tried would be, whether the valuation of the tale, by 
all the combined methods which the Company have pursued, is 
or is not as good for the public as if the Company had supplied 
their treasury by consignments of bullion. 

4328. Are you able to state to the Committee what, upon the 
average since 1814, would have been the cost of the tale, if the 
consignments had been entirely in bullion ?— 6s, 6*278 d, 9 which, 
by the addition of the charges now included in the valuation of 
the tale produced by consignments of merchandize to China, 
would be increased to 6s, 10*490^., which is 2*988 d, in excess 
of the cost at which, by the Company’s combined operations, 
the tale has been placed in China. 

4329. Can you explain upon what grounds you make this 
valuation which you have just given to the Committee ?—X 
take the average market price of dollar silver in London in each 
year since 1814-13; I add nine months’interest, at the rate 
borne by the Company’s bond debt in England, insurance at 
the market rate, and one per cent, for brokerage, shipping ex¬ 
penses, and freight. 

4330. What is the amount of the insurance?—It has varied; 
it was four per cent, in the early years; and that which the Com¬ 
pany now adopt is three per cent. 

4331. Do you take that calculation from facts?—From the 
rate of sea insurance adjudged every year by the mercantile com¬ 
mittee at the India House. 

4332. Is that upon bullion ?—The Company not being In the 
habit of exporting bullion, the Committee do not fix a separate 
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• rate for bullion. I have taken the rate for merchandize. „The 
/ C Hrfviil rate ^ or bdtfton is, I believe, less; but the difference will not 
e m * a ^ ect the principle of the calculation I have now submitted. It 
^ would make a small alteration in the degree. 

4333. It has been stated in evidence to the Committee that 
a very large sum, amounting to two millions sterling, might be 
obtained in exchange for bills upon England. Do you think, to 
that extent, it would be possible so to obtain money in exchange 
upon England ?—Any opinion I can give upon that point must 
be formed from a perusal of the official despatches of the Coin- 
pany’s Select Committee in China; and from wliat they have at 
different times reported of the state of the money market at Can¬ 
ton, I must be permitted to entertain very great doubts whether 
so large a sum as two millions sterling could be raised by bills 
upon England in any one year, and I am quite convinced that it 
could not be done consecutively from year to year; were it other¬ 
wise, the rate of exchange would be so enhanced by the demand 
as to make the tale much more expensive than under the present 
system. Besides, if the Company were known to depend on that 
mode of supply, they would be at the mercy of a few merchants 
at Canton, who would have it in their power to combine and 
dictate the rate of exchange, which inconvenience is not merely 
speculative; it is one which the Company's servants in China 
have sometimes mentioned in reference to their limited demands 
for money in exchange for bills. I would again remind the Com¬ 
mittee, that the Company cannot grant the hills, or rather if they 
were to grant them the law would be defeated. 

4334. Will you explain in what manner the law would be de¬ 
feated ?—I refer especially to the 56tb section of the Act of the 
53d, which enacts, that a sum equal to the actual payments made 
from the commercial funds at home, on account of territorial 
charges in the year preceding, shall in each and every year be 
issued in India for the purpose of the said Company’s China or 
India investment. The Company must pay the demands upon 
them on account of the Indian territory, and they could not pay 
those demands if they drew those bills. 

4335. Do you think it would be imprudent to risk the non¬ 
provision of funds at Canton, which would be the case if the 
exchange at Canton was exclusively relied on?-~I do. 

4336. Are you aware that the Canton price-current states the 
rate for bills upon England ?—There is such a quotation in the 
Canton price-current; but I never heard of a corresponding quo¬ 
tation in the London price-current. It appears to me that bills 
are generally created by exports of produce; and in this case the 
Company, who are the great exporters from China to Europe, 
cannot, as I have explained, grant the bills. 

4337. Do you mean to say that there is no regular exchange 
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China and England ?—Bills have certainly been drawn 
to some extent. The Company draw a small amount. The 
supercargoes, whose salaries are payable in England, occasion¬ 
ally draw. There must be ship bills; and I have seen it stated 
in evidence before this Committee, that the Americans have 
lately raised funds in China in that mode, though, if they con¬ 
tinue to do so, instead of importing dollars, the exchange will 
soon be affected. 

4338. Do not you think that the probability would be, that there 
would be a more regular exchange between England and China, 
if it were not for the Company 's monopoly, and if a free trade 
existed between this country and China ?—I think it must he 
admitted that if the trade were free, there would be a regular 
exchange between this county and China, as there is between 
this country and India. The parties who engaged in that free 
trade would not be under any obligation to make it a channel of 
remittance from India, which the Company are compelled to do. 
If free traders to China were able, through the demand in India 
for remittance to Europe, to buy their teas with funds obtained 
more cheaply than the Company now obtain them, all such 
advantage would he derived at the expense of India, because, 
unless the connection of this country with India were dissolved, 
India would still have to transfer that large amount of capital, 
estimated at .€4,000,000 sterling per annum, (three-fourths of 
which is now brought by the Company at a favourable exchange,) 
which must be transferred in some way through trade, although 
it is wholly distinct from commercial returns. It appears to me 
that this circumstance presents a formidable obstacle to the 
growth of a profitable export trade from this country either to 
India or to China, and explains the difficulty (which I see stated 
in the evidence given to this Committee) of effecting returns for 
the exports of manufactured goods to India. 

4339. You have stated before, that the average amount of 
remittance from India, charged to be paid in England for stores, 
half.pay, and so on, amounts to £3,000,000; how do you recon¬ 
cile that with your statement now, that a remittance of€4,000,000 
would be necessary?—£3,000,000 is the government remittance; 
in addition to that there is an accumulation of private fortunes, 
and there are the allowances for families in England of persons 
resident in India, which I estimate at £1,000,000. 

4340. On what data do you give that opinion, as to those 
items amounting on an average to £1,000,000 sterling ? -I have 
no other data than the opinions recorded upon the proceedings 
of the Court of Directors, by .persons who are supposed to be 
most conversant with Indian subjects. 

4341. Are there any recorded opinions at different times on 
that subject in the proceedings sent from India?—I do not 
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5 * remember to have seen any such calculations recorded upon the 
Indian proceedings. There are some, I think, upon the proceed¬ 
ings of the Court of Directors. 

4342. Do you think the rate of exchange in China is or is not 
a criterion to be depended upon in computing the prime cost of 
the teas ?—It seems to me, that to value the tale upon any such 
principle, would be to assume, first, that the Company might 
draw bills, which if they had drawn, would have defeated the 
operation of the law in respect of the charges of India; and, 
secondly, that if they had done so, they could have obtained 
£2,000,000 as cheaply £200,000. 

4343. You give that opinion as applied to the existing state of 
things ?—Yes. 

4344. Do you conceive that the Legislature, in speaking of 
prime cost, could not have intended such a mode of computation ? 
—I have great reluctance in presuming to give an opinion upon 
that point. Independently of my statement, that the clause in 
the Commutation Act was prepared by the Court of Directors, 
who, a short time previously to preparing it, had themselves ex¬ 
pressed a view of what constituted prime cost, accordant with the 
principle now adopted, and which was before Parliament when 
the Act was passed, it strikes me that the Legislature, in speak¬ 
ing of prime cost, must have meant a computation founded upon 
fact, which the rate of exchange would not in this case show. 
Besides, if the Committee will be pleased to refer to the Acts of 
the 13 Geo. III. c. 64, 19 Geo. III. c, 61, 20 Geo. III. c. 56, 
21 Geo. III. c. 65, they will find that about the time when the 
Commutation Act was in progress, Parliament was in the habit 
of controlling and in some cases absolutely prohibiting the Com¬ 
pany from accepting bills of exchange. I would also venture to 
suggest one other point deserving of some attention: if Parlia¬ 
ment intended that the calculation of prime cost should invaria¬ 
bly be governed by the rate of exchange, they would not have 
authorized interest from the time of the arrival of the tea in 
England; because bills being drawn at six months* sight, there 
would have been in that case a double allowance of interest for 
the period the bill had to run after the arrival of the tea. 

# 4345. You have stated your opinion that it would be impos¬ 
sible to draw two millions* worth of bills from Canton upon Eng¬ 
land for consecutive years; does not the amount of bills, which 
it is possible to draw from one country to another, depend upon 
the extent of the commercial transactions between those coun¬ 
tries ?—Undoubtedly. 

4346. Then supposing there feo be an extension of commerce 
between England and China, would it be impossible that a larger 
amount of bills could be drawn from Canton upon England than 
is now drawn ?—The opinion which I have expressed has refer- 
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* to the present period and to present circumstances. I am 29 1 
not prepared to say that the trade could be profitably increased ; 
but of course if it could, the means of remittance would be ^ * '* 
increased. 

4347. Then the difficulty of drawing an additional sum by 
bills from Canton upon England arises partly out of the present 
state of the law as affecting the commerce between the two 
countries •?—- From the present state of the law rendering it obli¬ 
gatory upon the Company to apply the proceeds of their teas to 
the Indian charges. 

4340. In answer to a former question, you stated, that in cal¬ 
culating the prime cost of the tea, you included freight, in¬ 
surance, and interest on the outward investment; do you also 
include any mercantile profit on that investment?—I thought 
I had explained to the Committee, that we took on the one side 
what wc expended in sterling, and on the other side what that 
expenditure produced to us, and that gives the value of the 
tale. Of course, if there is a difference forming profit or form¬ 
ing loss, it would come into the computation of the advantage 
or disadvantage of the several inodes of remittance to China. 

4349. In taking that expenditure you charge the amount of 
interest and the amount of freight; do you also credit that ac¬ 
count with a certain rate of profit which you think you should 
make upon the sale?-—No, we take the actual result of the 
transaction. 

4350. So that in that case, supposing there is a loss, that los« 
is charged upon the price of the teas?—It affects the value ct 
the tale. 

4351. Are you aware that there is every year a very large ex¬ 
port of silver, foreign and native, from China to India, and that 
this money may be had by the Company for bills on England 
or India to any extent?-—I am aware that there is a consider¬ 
able export of bullion to India; but I am not aware that money 
may be had for bills on England or India to any extent. 

4352. You mean to say that you have no means of ascertain¬ 
ing whether money may be had by the Company for bills on 
India or England to any extent?—So far as my recollection 
serves me, rthink that when there has been a large amount of 
bullion sent from Canton to India, the supercargoes have occa¬ 
sionally felt great difficulty in negotiating bills upon the Court 
for a considerable sum. 

4353. But not bills upon India ?—l am not aware that they 
have felt much difficulty in negociating bills upon India. 

4354. In what way has that difficulty arisen ; has it arisen in 
their not obtaining bills at the exchange they have opened the 
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treasury at, or have they advertised for tenders of bills and not 
obtained them ?—Having opened the treasury at a fixed rate of 
exchange, thgy have, so far as I can remember, been compelled 
to raise the rate, and after all not succeeded in obtaining so 
much as they wished. 


P K j n ®* tliat arise from their raising the exchange after 
perhaps the bullion had been sent away ?—It probably arose in 
a great measure from the depressed state of the money market 
m India, and of the opium trade at Canton. There can be little 
doubt they might have increased the supply if they had offered 
extravagant rates. 


43o6. Can you state at what period that took place, and 
what was the rate of exchange originally offered, and the rate 
o exchange to which the Company’s factory advanced their bid 
afterwards, and for what sum it. was?—I am not prepared at 
present with these particulars; but I will obtain them for the 
information of the Committee. 


. 4 . 357 ‘ j™ y? u , awar P that th e Americans have ever met 
with any difficulty in using their credits on England ?—I never 
heard till lately that they had adopted that method. 


„ l, V ’ P‘, nce f le - v lave <lone so have you heard of any diffi¬ 
culty. -I have seen nothing upon that subject but what is re¬ 
corded in the evidence given to this Committee. 


4359. It has been stated in evidence to this Committee, that 
the public could be supplied with the same quantity of teas as 
are sold at the Company’s sales for the sum of £1,500,000 less 
than the Company receive; do you agree to that, or can you 
give any reasons lor differing from that calculation ?—I trust 
that in answering that question I may be allowed to premise, 
that as the calculations upon that subject which have been sub¬ 
mitted to this Committee have reference to a trade in tea alto¬ 
gether different from that which the law has prescribed for the 
conduct of the East-India Company, the result of those cal¬ 
culations must be totally fallacious when viewed as a test of 
the past management of a public trust; and if the result of the 
calculations in question be intended as a hypothetical view of 
he future, it strikes me that it can be of little value, unless it 
be determined by Parliament that the system under which the 
Company now administer their combined trust may be dispensed 
with . Independent, however, of these considerations, it appears 
to me, upon an examination of the calculations, that one fallacy 
attends most of them. Mr. Bates,* Mr. Thornley.f and Mr. 
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''flitjfejpMs* (in his second statement), take the valuation of the 29 April 1630. 

disaccording to the rate of exchange at the period of unusual - 

depression ; making the tale, according to Mr. Bates (page 522, Jm 
quest. 3955a), 5s. %i$d ,; according to Mr. Thornley (page 421, sq * 
quest. 3413a), 5s. ojd. ; and according to Mr. Rickards (page 
428, quest. 3454a), 6$d. These rates are all lower than any 

at which the Company have been drawn upon, and they are also 
lower than any which I have seen quoted. I hold in my hand 
the Canton price-current of April 1829 (and which is the latest 
period to which a rate could be applied to the transactions to 
which these calculations refer \ which quotes the exchange 
upon London from 4 s. to 4tf. 2d. the dollar; whilst these gentle¬ 
men compute the tale by a supposed late rate of exchange, they 
compute the Company’s charge for tea at the prices realized in 
periods during most of which the exchange value of the tale 
was infinitely higher. 1 think the Committee will see that, in 
order to make a fair comparison, the valuation of the tale, and 
the price of the tea, should have reference to the same periods. 

Besides this general objection to all these computations, I find 
that with respect to that submitted by Mr. Bates, he is mis¬ 
taken arithmetically. Mr. Bates (page 526, quest. 3989a), se¬ 
lects contract Congo tea, estimates its price in China at 29 tales 
per pecul, and states its cost in sterling at 13^. a lb. Now, 
after making the deduction which Mr. Bates allows and states 
that he has himself made for wastage, and reckoning the talc 
at the lowest rate of exchange which has been assumed, viz. 

5 s.53jr%d. the cost in sterling, instead of being 13 W. is 14Jaf., to 
which adding 3c/ r per lb. for freight, 7^ per cent, for charges, 
and 10 per cent, for profit, those being the rates stated by Mr. 

Bates, the price per pound is 20*03^/. instead of 18‘86 g£. The 
whole quantity of tea sold by the Company in 1829-30, was 
27,455,068 lbs. weight. If that quantity of contract congo, the 
tea selected by Mr. Bates, were sold at the price assumed by 
Mr. Bates, as now corrected, it would produce.... £2,291,353 
a~ji - ** 1 for such teas at 



3,238,781 

947,428 


Which is, even upon Mr. Bates’s data, one-third less than the 
amount which he lias stated is overpaid by the public under the 
present system. Of this sum of £947,428, £350,280 results 
from the biddings at the Company’s sales beyond the price 
at which the Company offered to sell the tea; so that the real 
excess of the Company’s charge beyond that assumed by Mr. 
Bates is reduced to £597,148, whereof one-third is ascribable to 
the difference in exchange, and most of the remainder to the 
items of freight and interest, the Company’s charges of which 
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are necessarily in excess of those which a private merchant 
would incur, owing to the laws which regulate their shipping, 
and make it obligatory upon them to have a large stock of tea 
on hand. Perhaps it is unnecessary formed trouble the Com' 
m it tee with any similar details respecting tne calculations upon 
this subject by Mr. Thornley and Mr. Rickards, many of the 
objections just stated being equally applicable to them. Mr. 
Thornley states the excess of charge to the public for tea to be 
£1,727,934. This is in 1828-9. Applying the same principles 
to 1829-80, the excess in that year, according to Mr. Thornley’s 
data, is £1,680,478 ; but Mr. Thornley assumes the average 
sale price realized by the Company upon all descriptions of tea 
at 2s. 8-0 6d. per pound, whereas in 1829-30 it was only 2s. 2-55d. 
The difference between these two sums on 27,455,0631bs., the 
quantity sold, is £630,322. So that Mr. Thornley's excess of 
charge is brought down one-third below his estimate. It will 
be further observed that Mr. Thornley has made no allowance 
whatever for interest on the capital employed, or for wastage. 
Mr. Rickards computes the prime cost for the tea in the coin 
of China very far below what is taken either by Mr. Bates or 
Mr. Thornley, and so far below what is actually paid by the 
Company, that I cannot imagine that the Company could have 
obtained teas at the prices computed by Mr. Rickards (page 
428, quest. 3454c) without a deterioration in quality. Mr. 
Rickards attempts to show the cost to the public under the pre¬ 
sent system to be much greater than that implied in the compu¬ 
tations of either of the other gentlemen ; but this arises from 
Mr. Rickards having included what he conceives to be excess of 
tea duty paid to the State. 

4360. In examining Mr. Rickards’s statement, have you found 
that he has fallen into the same error as Mr. Thornley, and 
computed the reduction of 6d. in the pound in liis estimate? 

*—Mr. Rickards has taken the average for a number of years; 
but he falls into the same error as Mr. Bates and Mr.Thornley, 
of taking the rate of exchange in one year, and the prices in 
another. 

4361. Have you seen a price-current of Canton of June 1829, 
in which the exchange is stated at 3s. .1 Id . ?—I have seen only 
the price-current of April 1829, in which it is stated at from 
4s. to 4®. 2d. 

4362. You have stated that an error rims through the calcu¬ 
lation of those gentlemen, inasmuch as they have taken the 
lowest rate of exchange, applying it to the price for the whole 
period. Are you not aware that Mr. Bates’s calculation is only 
founded upon one year, during which he states that the average 
rate of exchange was that which he took ?—So far as respects 
the exchange, but not as respects the prices realized by the 
Company for the tea. 
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Are you aware that Mr. Bates states in his evidence, 

_ be takes the last sale price at 2s. Id., “ that is the price 

obtained at the last sale of the East-India Company ?”—Yes, 
but that is not the feet; the average price was 2$. id, 312 de¬ 
cimals, instead of 2s. Id, as taken by Mr. Bates. 

4364. Will you be good enough to give in a statement of 
your calculation, by which you make the price of tea, in 1829 
come out to 14 Ad. instead of 13^6?. ?—My calculation is simply 
this: a pecul of tea, ISSilbs., losing two and a half per cent, 
by wastage, purchased for 29 tales, each tale being worth 
5$. 5%%d,, costs 14| d, per lb. 

4365. You have said that the average sale price received last 
year was 2s. 4 d., and in correcting Mr. Thornley's computation 
you state it at 2s. 2d, ?—Mr, Bates's evidence applies to congou 
tea, Mr. Thornley's applies to all descriptions of tea ; that ac¬ 
counts for the difference between those two prices. 

4366. From Mr. Batess calculations you have deducted a 
sum of about £350,000, as excess obtained by the Company in 
the sale of tea in the price at which they put up their teas ; do 
not you consider that as a profit by the Company ?—Undoubtedly 
it is profit; but ray distinction is this, it is not what they de¬ 
manded, it is the result of a fair competition in a market abun¬ 
dantly supplied. 

4367. Will you explain what you mean by a fair competition ? 
—I mean that any one may go and bid for the teas. 

4368. That is, according to the supply which the Company 
put into the market ?—I will explain how the Company manage 
their supply. Previously to making the tea declaration every 
quarter, they look at the amount of the deliveries during the 
previous quarter; they look also at the quantities sold in the 
previous sales, and they always put up at the sale a larger 
quantity than the average amount of the deliveries at the pre¬ 
vious sales of the year, increasing the quantities of those sorts 
of tea from which there appears to have been the greatest 
demand; that is also the principle which governs the Company's 
orders to China for tea. The Committee are also perhaps aware 
that, as a proof of the market being abundantly supplied, very 
large quantities have been rejected. 

4369. That is to say, left unsold at the upset price ?— 
Exactly. 

4370. Are the dollars that arrive here from China so inferior 
in quality that they are necessarily melted, and sold as silver, 
being unfit for use as dollars ?—I nave heard that that is the 
case, but I have not had an opportunity of ascertaining it offi¬ 
cially. I am not aware, within my experience, of the Com¬ 
pany's having brought dollars from China to England. 
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43 < 1, It that is the case* does not it follow that any person 
computing the dollar at Canton at 8$. 1 Id. should take into 
Ins consideration the inferiority of the quality ?-—Undoubtedly ; 
the value of the dollar in exchange must be affected by the 
quantity of silver contained in it. J 

43/2, Do you think that the Company might conduct the 
trade at a lower rate of freight than what appears to be the 
freight paid for the East-India Company’s ships ?—The Com¬ 
pany take up their ships under the privisions of an Act of the 
Legislature. I allude to the 39th Geo. III. c. 89, the provisions 
of which were re-enacted in 1818 in an Act carried through 
l>y the late Mr. Canning, when President of the India Board. 
The Act provides, that the Company in contracting for ships 
shall make it a condition of the contract that those ships shall 
be applicable to trade and to warfare. The Act also requires 
that the Company shall take up the ships for a certain number 
of voyages; and although that may be an arrangement, which, 
generally speaking, is at least as beneficial to the contractor as 
to the Company, yet when it happens, as it has done to the 
company, that contracts have been entered into in periods of 
high prices, followed by periods of unusually low prices, it is 
quite clear that the Company’s shipping system must suffer in 
comparison with that of the private merchant; that is the case 
at present. The existing contracts for the ships now in the 
service were most of them entered into six and seven years 
ago. That the Company can engage ships, if they act solelv 
as merchants, as cheaply as individuals, is evinced in the fact 
that, when under the authority which that Act gives them, 
they have taken up ships for only one voyage, they have got 
them quite as cheap as a merchant could. The difference in 
the rate of freight between the average period when the Com¬ 
pany made the contracts for large ships now in the service and 
the present time cannot be less than 18 or 20 per cent. 

4373. Do you mean to state that if it were not. for the con¬ 
tract the East-India Company would freight to India as cheap 
as a private trader ?—If the Company were unfettered by law, 
and were not compelled to make their ships applicable to po¬ 
litical services, I have no doubt that they would engage them 
upon as good terms as individuals. 


4374. When it has happened that there lias been a great rise 
m price instead of a depression, did they make an allowance to 
the contractors ?— I hat was done by a special Act.of Parlia¬ 
ment; and I believe the late Mr. Canning, who carried that bill 
through, took occasion distinctly to guard against its being 
construed into any thing like a precedent 


4375. In the early part of your evidence you alluded to the 
assistance rendered to the Indian territory by the China trade, 
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Y on aware that it has been given in evidence before this 
^uinmittee, that after paying the interest on the bond-debt, 
and paying the dividend to the proprietor, that trade has been 
a loss to the Company instead of a profit ?——I have had an 
opportunity of examining the statements delivered in to this 
Committee by Mr. Rickards, with a view of showing that the 
profits of the tea trade have not been sufficient to meet the 
charge of the interest upon the Company’s bond-debt, and the 
dividends to the proprietors ; and I am prepared now to prove 
to the Committee that Mr. Rickards’s statements involve errors 
and omissions, which, when corrected, leave a credit to the 
amount of £956,361 for the first of his statements, being that 
for 1820*21 ; of £1,127,696 for the second of his statements, 
being that for 1814-15; of £659,167 for the third of his state¬ 
ments, being that for 1827-8; and of £873,174 for the fourth 
of his statements, being that of an average of years since 
1814-15. These errors are caused by an excessive charge for 
wastage, by including the India as well as the China freight, 
by including as charges several items already included in the 
invoice amount, by considering the interest on the Company s 
own capital as an actual outgoing, and by considering all the 
sea insurance as an outgoing; whereas the Company being their 
own insurers, have themselves, after charging insurance, the 
profit of that account. If the Committee wish it, I am prepared 
with those four statements of Mr. Rickards, together with those 
statements as I have ventured to correct them, and will, if de¬ 
sired, deliver these statements in, one opposed to the other, as 
a part of my evidence. 

[ The witness delivered in the snyne t which arc cts follow 
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MR. RICHARDS’S FIRST STATEMENT. 
Profit and Loss, China Tbads. 

Page 425 .... 3435a. 


< 81 . 


Cost of teas as per No. 32 
of Papers relative to 
the India and China 
Trade, tth June 1829: 
28,545,960 lbs. (year 

1 820-21 } . 

Freight and demurrage for 
the year 1820-21, as per 
No. 31.. . 

Charges in China and Eng¬ 
land, as per No. 6 of 
Accounts relating to 
Tea Trade, &c. of the 
East- India Company, 
14th May 1824 : 

Salaries, emolu- £, 
ments, &c. 1820- 

21. 95,653 

Expenses inChina 54,735 
Do. in England.. 173,520 

Interest.236,287 

Insurance. 58,654 

Interest on bonds, 1820- 

21 . 

Dividends on stock , •.. 


£. I 

Sale amount of tea sold in 
1821-2, as per No. 33 
of Papers of 4th June 
1.829; 25,492,001 lbs... 

£. 

3,566,642 

1,874,840 



796,540 ! 



618,849 

162,938 

632,251, 

Deficiency after paying in¬ 
terest on bond-debts and 
dividends, both which 
are, by the Act 53 Geo. 
III., s. 27, chargeable 
on commercial profits.. 

518,776 

4,085,4181 

£ 

45085,418 
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29 Apnl 1830. 


MR. RICKARES’S FIRST STATEMENT, 
As corrected by Mr. MelvilL 


J. C. MeltnUy 
Esq. 


Cost of tens ns per No. 32, 
viz. 28,545,960 lbs. 

Freight and demurrage . • 


Charges: £. 

Canton Salaries 82,114 
Do. England.. 173,520 

Interest.. 236,287 

Insurance .... 58,654 


Interest on the bond debt 
Dividends on stock • •. • 


Surplus 


£• 

Sale of the quantity, per 

1,874,840 

contra, viz- 

536,740 

27,975,041 lbs. (sale 
weight) .. 

To be re-credited as above 
explained; 

Amount of interest earned 
on the Company’s own 
capital. £ 236,287 

550,575 

Amount saved by 

162,938 

them in the 

632,251 

mode of effect¬ 
ing their in- 

3,757,344 

437,585 

surance ...... 44,593 

4,194,929 

£ 

£. 




3,914,049 


280,880 


£ 4,194,929 


Surplus . 

Instead of a deficiency of.... 518,776 


. 956,361 


Difference, 
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ME. RICXAIIDS’S SECOND STATEMENT, 

(No. 1.—29th March 1830.) 

PbOI'I* AND Loss ON THE CHINA ThADE. 

Page 492.... 3764a. 

Imports ... 1814-15. 

Sales . 1815-16. 


<Sl 


Cost of 26,195,144 lbs* of 
tea exported by the East 
India Company from 
Canton to England in 
1814-15, as per No, 32 
of Papers relating to the 
Trade with India and 
China, 4th June 1829, 
241,195,144 lbs. 

Freight and demurrage, as 
per No. 31 .......... 

Charges in China and En¬ 
gland, as before ...... 


Profit 


1,743,081 

1,680,082 

6*18,849 


4,042,6*12 
60,056 


4,102,668 


Sale amount of 26,234,244 £> 

lbs. of tea in 1815-16, as 
per No. 33 of Papers 
relating to the Trade 
with India and China, 

4th June 1829.... 4,102,668 


Interest on home bond-! 

debt.. 235,967)| Profit brought down 

Dividends on stock . * 


629,902) Deficiency 


£ 865,86*9 


60,056 

805,813) 

865,869 
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MR. RICK ARDS’S SECOND STATEMENT, 

(No, 1.) 

As corrected by Mr. Melvill. 


29 April 1830. 


j. a Mem, 

Esq, 


Cost, as per No. 32, viz.: 

£. 

26,195,144 lbs. 

1,74.3,081 

Freight and demurrage, as 
per corrected statement 
upon that quantity.... 

814,094 

Charges: £. 

Canton Salaries, 82,114 
Do. England.. 173,520 
Interest...... 236,287 

insurance. 58,6*54 

550,575 

Profit ........ 

3,107,750 

1,187,752 

Interest on home bond- 

4,295,502 

£. 

debt, as per No. 21 of 
Papers, February 1830, 
year 1815-16. 

235,967 

Dividends . .ditto ...... 

629,902 

Surplus.. 

865,86*9 

321,883 

£ 

1,187,752 


Sale of the quantity, per 
contra, viz. 25,671,241 
lbs. (sale weight) .... 

To be re-credited, as be¬ 
fore explained: 

Amount of interest earned 
on the Company’s own 

capital.£236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the 
mode of effect¬ 
ing their insur¬ 
ance ........ 44,593 


£. 

4,014,622 




280,880 


4,295,502 


Profit brought down . • £ 


1,187,752 


Surplus...<£321,883 

Instead of a deficiency of .. 805,813 


Difference 


£1,127,696 
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MR. RICKARDS’S THIRD STATEMENT, (No. 2.) 


Pnom and Loss, China Trade. 


Page 492 ..,, 3764a . 


Imports 




Sales ... 




Cost, 1827-8, of31,593,17ti 

£. 

Sale amount of 30,269,508 

£. 

lbs. exported from Can- 


lbs. of tea in 1828-9, as 


ton, as per No. 32 of 


per No. 41 of Papers re¬ 


Papers relating to the 


lating to the Trade of 


Trade with India and 


India and China, Fe¬ 


China, 4 th June 1829,. 

1,981,419 

bruary 1830, being a 




quantity (with the al¬ 


Freight and demurrage, as 


lowance of 5 per cent. 


per No. 31 of ditto- 

783,759 

for wastage) equal to 




that purchased in 1927-8 

3,527,057 

Charges in China and En- 




gland, us before. 

618,849 




3,384,02 7 



Profit.. 

143,030 




3,527,057 



Interest on home bond- 




debt for 1828-9, as per 




No. 21 of Papers, Fe- 




bruary 1630. 

158,124 



Dividends on stock, per 


Profit brought down .... 

143,030 

stiff's'* .... . . . . 

629,071 

Deficiency ... • • • 

644,165 

. £\ 

787,195. 

£ 

787,195 
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MK. RICK ARDS’S THIRD STATEMENT, (No. 2.) 


As corrected by Mr. MehUL 


Cost, 1827-3, of31,593,176 
lbs. of toil, exported 
from Canton, os per No. 
32 of Papers relating to 
the Trade with India 
and China, 4 th June 
1829.. 

Freight and demurrage, as 
per corrected statement 
upon that quantity.... 

Charges in China and Eng¬ 
land, as corrected, viz. 
Canton salaries.. £82,114 
England ditto ..173,520 
Interest........ 236,287 

Insurance ...... 68,654 


Profit 


Sale of the quantity, per £. 
contra, viz. 

Sale weight, 30,961,313 
lbs. 3,604,177 


To be credited, as before 
1,981,419 explained i 

Amount of interest earned 
on the Company’s own 

capital.<£236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in the 
mode of effect¬ 
ing their insur¬ 
ance . 44,593 


550,866 


550,575, 

3,082,860 

802,197, 


£ 3,885,057 


280,880 


£ 3,885,057 


£. 

Profit brought down ... 802,197 

Interest on home bond-debt £ 158,124 

Dividends on stock. 629,071 

- 787,195 

Surplus.. 15,002 

Instead of a deficiency of... 644,165 

Difference. £659,167 


<SL 

29 April 1330. 

J C- MdviUt 
Esq . 
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MR. RICKARD,SS FOURTH STATEMENT, 

(No. 3 in the Evidence of 29tb March 1830,) 

To show the apparent Result of the Company’s Tea Trade, calculated on an 
average of the fourteen years contained in the Tables No. 31, 32, ami 33, 
of “ Papers relating to the Trade with India and Chinn,” 4th June 1829, 
or from 1814-15 to 1827-8 inclusive; and taldng the charges in China 
and England at the same amount as in 1820-21. 

Page 494, No. 3. 


Cost of 38,129,23® lbs. of j 
tea, being the average of 

£. j 

Sale amount of 25,870,764 
lbs. of tea, being the 
average of fourteen 

£. 

the quantities exported 



from Canton to England 
for fourteen years, as per 


years’ sales, as per 
Table No. 33 of the . 


No. 32 of the papers re¬ 


Papers, &c. above re- 

3,583,484 

ferred to ............ 

Average of the commer¬ 
cial freight and demur¬ 
rage for the same period, 

1,819,788! 

. 

J ' 

as per No. 31 of the 




same Papers ........ 

Charges in China and in 
England, as before.... 

£ 

Profit . 

; 867,654 

1 

618,849 

3,306,291 

1 277,193 



£ 

3,583,484 



Interest on the home bond- 


1 


debt, average of fifteen 
years, as per No. 21 of 
“ Papers relating to the 
Finances of India,’ ’ Fe¬ 

X «ij; i: $$ 

! 





bruary 1830. 

177,352 



Dividends on stock, ave¬ 

Profit brought down .... 

277,193 

rage of ditto, as per do. 

630,572 

Deficiency 

530,731 

£ 

BO/,924 

£ 

807,924 
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Mil, RICKARDS'S FOURTH STATEMENT, 


yls con'ectcd by Mr. MelviU. 



29 Apri 


J. C. MelvUly 
Esq. 


Cost of 28,129,230 tbs. of 
tea, exported from Can¬ 
ton to England per an¬ 
num, upon an average of 
fourteen years, 1814-15 
to 1827-8, as pier Papers 
No. 32.............. 1,819,788 

Freight and demurrage, as 
per corrected statement, 
upon that quantity.... 578,539 

Charges: £. 

Salaries, Canton 82,114 
Do., England.* 173,520 

Interest.* 286,287 

Insurance .... 58,654 


Profit 


650,575 


12,948,902 

1,150,367 


4,099,269 


Sale of the quantity per £. 
contra, viz. 

27,566,646 lbs. sale weight 3,818,389 


To be re-credited, .as be¬ 
fore explained: 

Amount of interest earned 
on the Company's own 
capital.,-£236,287 

Amount saved by 
them in tin? 
mode of effect¬ 
ing their insur¬ 
ance . 44,593 


280,889 


4,099,269 


£. 

Profit brought down... • * * * M 5 °> 36 7 

Interest on the home bond-debt *1/7,352 
Dividends on stock.* • 630 > f>72 g() ^ ^ 

Surplus...•. 7<ll 

Instead of a deficiency of. l 

Difference of** »*»r* .£873,174 
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4376. In those computations have you included interpsf on 
the bond debt?—Yes; but I would avail myself of this oppor¬ 
tunity to state, that it seems to be quite a mistake on the part 
of Mr, Rickards to suppose that the interest upon the bonds 
k by law' chargeable upon the Company’s commercial profits. 
It is by law, together with their ordinary outgoings, chargeable 
upon the Company’s home funds ; but the question of whether 
it is chargeable upon the commerce or upon the territory of the 
Company has never yet been definitively settled. So far back 
as the year 1783, the Company, in a petition to the House of 
Commons, stated as follows “ The bond debt which your 
petitioners now owe in a great measure arose from their mili¬ 
tary expenses in India, or has been necessarily continued on 
that account; independently of these expenses, your petitioner’s 
ordinary mercantile profits would have enabled them to have 
extinguished the whole of their bond debt long before their 
territories were^ acquired.” I believe the Company consider 
that this reasoning has gained force from subsequent events; 
and if the Committee will refer to the 51 Geo. III. c. 64, they 
will see that Parliament lias given some recognition of a politi¬ 
cal character to this debt. 

4377. You have stated in your evidence, that in the official 
documents as to the quantities of teas sold in the year 1828-9 
there is a great discrepancy; can you explain those variations 
that appear to exist ?—Those discrepancies entirely arise from 
the accounts which were called for differing in their titles and 
in the periods to which they refer. The first of the accounts, 
No. 33, to which Mr. Rickards refers (page 491) relates to the 
Company's tea only, and the period m that account is from 
March to March, which was the official year before 1814-15, 
The second account, No. 38, includes, as its title imports, the 
teas of the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships. 
The third account, No. 41, embraces the period from May to 
May, which is the present official year. 

4378. You have stated that these accounts were called for; 
by whom were they called for?-By the Board of Commis¬ 
sioners for the Affairs of India, and subsequently laid before 
Parliament by the King’s command. 

4379. Then you mean to state that if the words of the 
order had been given the same for each of the accounts called 
for, those variations would not have happened ?—There could 
have been no discrepancy. 

4380. What are the titles of the Acts which you consider 
oblige the Company to prepare the ships for trade and war ?— 
The 39th Geo. III. c. 89, and the 58th of Geo. III. c. 83. 

4381. By what authority are the ships going to North America 
exempted from that ?— There is a special clause which audio- 
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spups to be taken up either for an unforeseen exigency, 
or for one voyage only, bj' private contract. 

4382. Then it is under that provision that the tea trade to 
North America is carried on ?—I apprehend it is. 

4383. In speaking of the facility which the Company have of 
freighting ships as low as private individuals, does not the 
amount of freight which the Company pay depend upon the 
equipments, the amount of stores, and number of men which 
they in their tenders require the owners to produce ?—No 
doubt it does; but the equipment must necessarily be governed 
by that condition in the law which requires that when ships are 
built for the service they shall be applicable to warfare. 

4384. Is there any thing in the Act which requires the 
Company to continue a war equipment during peace the same 
as during war?—The Company do not retain a war equipment 
in peace. I apprehend that the condition of taking up the ships 
for war renders the price higher at the period when they are 
engaged; that a ship applicable to war would by tendered at a 
higher price than a ship that is not so applicable. 

4385. When ships are taken up for one voyage, is not it left 
at the discretion of the Court of Directors?—Undoubtedly. 

4386. Is there any reason why ships taken up for one voyage 
by the Company should riot be as cheap as those that private 
individuals can take up ?—I apprehend not, unless it should 
happen, as it frequently does, that a ship for one voyage is 
taken up for the purpose of conveying troops as well as of bring¬ 
ing home goods from India, and that double service renders 
necessary those conditions which involve a higher rate of 
freight. 

4387. For a direct voyage to China, you are not aware of 
any conditions that require it?—No. 

4388. Are you not aware that ships in time of peace are not 
equipped as they were in time of war?—Certainly not; but the 
ships have constantly in peace a political service to perform in 
the conveyance of troops and stores- 

4389. Do the Company ever send out troops in ships hired 
for one voyage, and not in the regular service ?—Yes, they do 
occasionally. 

4390. Are you able to state what is the additional freight 
paid by the Company for such ships that carry troops?—I am 
not able to state what it is. 

4391. Are you aware whether the troops are carried with 
equal convenience and safety in the ships hired for one voyage 
as in the larger ships ?-—I should say not; and the reason why 
I say so is, that when the Company in some former periods 
have made use of a small ship instead of a large one for the 
conveyance of troops, complaints upon that ground have been 
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made to the Court from the Horse Guards. The genead im« 
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pression upon my mind is, that the accommodation of the 
Company s,larger ships has been preferred and desired. 

4392. You are aware that there is in the Company’s ware¬ 
houses and in transit always two years’ consumption of tea ; do 
you conceive that to be required by the Act of Parliament in 
which this clause is to be found : “ That the said United Com¬ 
pany shall from time to time send orders for the purchase of 
such quantities of tea, and provide sufficient ships to import 
die same, as, being added to the stock in their warehouses, and 
to the quantities ordered and not arrived, shall amount to a 
sufficient supply for the keeping a stock at least equal to one 
years consumption, according to the sales of the last preceding 
year, always beforehand in your opinion, does the construc¬ 
tion of that Act of Parliament require two years’ stock of tea to 
be kept always on hand ?—The Company have construed that 
law to mean that it requires that they should have always one 
year’s consumption in stock in London. They must, of course, 
have more than that in a part of the year, because the ships 
arrive at a particular period ; so that when the ships have dis¬ 
charged, the stock must amount to more than one year’s con¬ 
sumption, or it would be materially less at the end of the year. 


Luna :, 3° die Maij 1830. 

THOMAS GORE LLOYD, Esq. again 
examined. 


called in, and 


3 May 1830. 4393. Your signature appears to a paper given in to the 


T. G. Lloyd, 
JUsq. 


Committee, being an account of profit and loss upon the trade 
of the East-India Company between Europe and China for the 


last ten years; what is included in what you term the prime 
calculated at fry. 8 d. the tale ?— rrUn * : 


That prime cost is the 


cost, 

Invoice amount of those teas. 

4394. What is included in the invoice amount of those teas 
in the charges of China ?—There are what they call the pro¬ 
portional charges; they amount to about three per cent. 

4395. Is the prime cost stated in that account the same as 
the cost in China, as stated in the amended estimate (No. 2.)? 
—It is not. 


4396. What is the difference ?—-The difference is, that the 
prime cost in the amended statement of the computation of the 
upset price of tea contains a calculation for the rupees of the 
supplies furnished to China from India at 5s. 2d. per ounce 
according to the mint price of silver, making the rupee about 
2s. 0 j d. 

4397. Does that make the prime cost, as stated in your 
paper, more or less ?—The prime cost is less in the computa- 
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ui^lthe upset price of tea, because the prime cost in the 3 May 1830. 
'account, of profit aiul loss calculates the rupee at what are 
termed the Hoard s rates, that is, at 2s. 3*84vi. 

4398. Is there any other difference in the calculation ?—- 
There is another difference, not In the prime cost but in the 
charges ; the prime cost in the amended paper includes interest 
and insurance upon the outward consignments. In the paper of 
profit and loss, that interest and insurance is not included, in¬ 
asmuch as I hold interest of money to be a profit, and we 
charge the actual loss to the Company in the profit and loss 
account, and not a rate ot insurance. 

4399. In this paper which is given in of profit and loss, no 
charge such as is made in your statement tor the interest from 
the arrival of the teas in England to the estimated leali&afcion 
of the same amount, eighteen months, and no insurance at. three 
per cent, upon the teas home-charged in your statement, are 
included; do you not consider that that should go info the ac¬ 
count in order to exhibit the amount of profit and loss . -‘—I do 
not; upon this principle, that interest itself is held to be a pi out, 
and the actual losses are included in that account, instead of a 
rate of insurance. 

4400. How is it possible that this can give a correct estimate 
of the net profit, when a sum so large as from £250,000 to 
£260,000, which is the rate of interest charged in other accounts 
upon the investment in teas, and a sum as large as *.‘>0,000 to 
£60,000, charged for insurance, are entirely emitter,. —Because 
the Company trade upon their own capital, and whatever interest 
they make upon that capital is a profit; if they were to charge 
it in the first instance, they would have to re-credit it. 

4401. Then you consider that interest is not a proper charge 
at all’to go into the coat of the tea?-It clearly forms an item in 
the cost of the tea when put up under the Commutation Act, 
but not in the profit and loss accounts, for the reasons I have 
given. . 

4-402. Are you acquainted with a document which was given 
in to the House of Commons in 1824, in which the charges 
upon the tea were stated under different heads, say the heads 
of salaries, emoluments, and expences, in any of the expences 
in England, and the interest and the insurance? I am. 

4403. If those were not charges proper to be taken into 
the calculation, wby were they put in at that time . — because 
the charges included in that paper were those which it was pre¬ 
sumed the Company had a right to charge under the Commuta¬ 
tion Act. 

4404. Is it to be understood that those chaiges, made agree¬ 
ably to what the Commutation Act sanctioned, were not 
actually expences incurred ?—The interest being that upon the 
Company^ own capita), was not an actual outgoing, and the 
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Company being their own insurers had the profit as pni 
writers. 

4405. Do you not consider that the Company is exposed to 
those charges a.s any other commercial dealer would be ?—I 
conceive that the Company traded upon their own capital, and 
that whatever interest they made upon that capital they had a 
right to put among their profits. 

4406. Do you know that it is the custom of merchants, in 
casting up their profit and loss at the end of the year, to charge 
it with inter* -.t?—Yes, but the interest of that capital would 
go to pay their own dividends. 

4407. The question is not on the dividends, but on the profits, 
and the account moved for was one of net profit; how can it 
be an account of net profit when interest is not deducted ?-—-I 
conceive, notwithstanding, that the interest on capital is part of 
their profit, as they charge themselves with interest of all 
money; all interest of money on their own capital I consider as 
a profit. 

4408. Supposing the Company were to withdraw their capital 
from the trade in which they were engaged, and to employ it 
in some other way, they would be receiving the fair rate of 
interest on that capital so employed?—I apprehend they 
would. 

4409. If then the amount of interest which the Company do 
not charge, hut which they would make by the employment of 
their capital in any other way, and the amount of insurance, 
which is a risk incurred by them which they might also make 
by underwriting other risks, were deducted from the sum of the 
net profit to the Company, would it not reduce that profit most* 
materially, to the sum of about .£300,000 or £250,000, instead 
of £763,000?—I apprehend there is a difference between profit 
as interest for the use of money and mercantile profit after 
charging the account with interest, and the Company are their 
own underwriters, and they have a profit of insurance. * 

4410. Supposing the Company were to render an account of 
profits as any other merchant would do, charging the account 
with interest for the capital employed, and charging the account 
with premium of insurance which would be paid if they were 
not their own underwriters, would you not reduce that by so 
much as those two sums would amount to, which on these ac¬ 
counts is about £350,000; would not that reduce the account 
of net profit they have given in here so much?—If they were 
to charge their capital with interest, and if they were to charge 
insurance, certainly it would reduce it; but, on the other hand, 
they would receive interest for the use of their own capital, and 
their profit as underwriters. 

4411. So that the net profit as given in in this account is not 
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et profit; it is the profit they make of interest upon the 
pita! employed, and the premium of insurance which they 
make, being their own underwriters ?—The net profit includes 
those items, 

4412* So that, in fact, to any mercantile house this account 
of net profit given in by the Company is a fallacious one?—I 
am not prepared to say that; the most cursory examination of 
the account will show the column containing actual losses, in¬ 
stead of a rate for insurance. 

4413. You state that this account is not charged with insur¬ 
ance, because in making it up it is only debited for the loss that 
may have accrued to stand against the premium with which 
the Company, in another account, debit themselves; there 
appears no column here for any loss, there has been no loss 
probably ?—There is a column, I believe, for losses ; “ losses 
at sea on consignments between Europe and China,” 

4414. Where is the balance of that sum then carried?—The 
Company debit themselves only with their actuabosses. 

4415. In this same account there appears a column of charges 
on merchandize calculated at five per cent, on the sale amount 
of the goods; on what data do you take that five per cent.?— 
That five per cent, has been a rate that we have used for years, 
ever since I can remember; and by calculations at various times 
it was found to be as nearly accurate as may be. 

4416. You have made put a statement in your own corrected 
examination upon the same data, in which you charge the ex- 
pences, landing, housing, warehouse-room, carting, preparing 
for sale, and all charges of merchandize, on the same data ?— 
They are made out on a more accurate one. 

4417. Are you not aware, that instead of giving five percent, 
upon the cost of the tea, the return makes it nine and a half 
and ten per cent. ?—I have never made a calculation. 

4418. If it does, it must be clear that the calculation of five 
per cent., as given in in the first account, is perfectly incorrect ? 
—I believe not, inasmuch as that charge of merchandize is not 
upon the sale price; the charge of five per cent, is upon the sale 
price, the other is upon the cost price. 

4419. The charge upon the sale price is five per cent, without 
the duty ?—It is. 

4420. That is not the upset price?—No. 

4421. Do you not keep a separate account of your insur¬ 
ance, deducting the risk from the premium you set aside ?—-We 
do keep an account of that fact ki our ledger, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the balance of that insurance account, but have never 
carried it forward as a separate article of profit and loss. 

4422. Are you able to ascertain by that the per-centage at 
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which the risk was taken ?-—By that account we should si 
how much we have gained by underwriting. 

4423. Have you on the same principle the same account of 
charges, so as to show what is the profit you gain by setting 
aside five per cent, in the manner you have done ?—I do not 
apprehend we gain any thing by that; we can make up such an 
account. 

4424. You were understood to say you had a more accurate 
mode ?—Yes, as it respects the upset prices. 

4425. Can you furnish the Committee with what it was the 
object of the person who moved for it to get, a mercantile 
account, in the way in which merchants consider such an ac¬ 
count, of the profit and loss of the East-India Company's tea- 
trade with China for one year, taking into account interest upon 
the capital employed as calculated in forming your upset price, 
taking insurance as calculated in forming your upset price, and 
placing the positive charges paid for warehousing, housing, cart¬ 
ing, and other expencea?—If the Committee will be pleased to 
direct such an account, I have no doubt we shall be able to 
furnish it. 

4426. In the annual commercial account there is an item 
stating the charges general; can you furnish the Committee 
with the particular items which compose that sum, which 
amounts to £450,000 ?—Yes, we can for any year. 


Jovis, 6 ° die Maij 1830 . 

Captain JOHN MACKIE called in, and examined. 

4427. You have resided in India several years ?—I have for 
ten years. 

4428. From what period ?—From 1820 till the latter end of 
1829. 

4$<29. Did you command a ship in the China trade ?—I com¬ 
manded a Spanish vessel on the coast of China. 

4430. What was this vessel engaged in ?—In the opium 
trade. 

4431. She was sailing under Spanish colours ? —She was. 

4432. What ports of China have you visited ?-—I visited the 
port of Amoy, and all the ports between that and Canton. 

4433. Were you entirely engaged in the opium trade?—En¬ 
tirely ; I carried also a little saltpetre. 

4434. What was the name of the ship ?—The St. Sebastian. 

4435. Whom was she owned by ?— Spaniards. 

4436. Did any part of the cargo belong to British merchants ? 
—Entirely British. 
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37. Can you state any other ports in China that you 6* May 1830. 
uched at besides Amoy?—Not any other principal ports; I ~r 
touched at all the ports between Amoy and Canto#. Cnpt ' *'■ Mac aCm 

44*38. You lie off some ports, do not you ?—I lay off the 
port called the Cape of Good Hope, and the island of Namo. 

4439. At what distance is the Cape of Good Hope from 
Canton?—About three hundred miles to the north-east. 

4440. Did you find good shelter for your ship?—Excellent; 
all those harbours areas safe as the port of Canton itself. 

4441. Was the trade you carried on authorized by the laws 
of China?—I understood it was not authorised, but it was done 
quite openly. 

4442. In the same way that the opium trade is carried on at 
Canton ?—The very same. 

4443. Have you ever experienced any difficulty in carrying on 
the trade, although not formally sanctioned by the Chinese 
laws ?—Never the least. 

4444. Who were the parties with whom your trade was carried 
on?—The Chinese merchants. 

4445. Resident at any particular points ?—Some of them from 
the city of Amoy, some from Ta-ho and Namo, and some from 
inland towns. 

4446. Are any of those places in the province of Fokien ?— 

Amoy is in the province of Fokien. I am not aware whether the 
island of Namo is in the province of Fokien or not. 

4447. Have you got better prices for those articles than could 
be got at Canton ?—Yes. 

444*8. What was the difference of the price?—About 100 
dollars upon a chest of opium, or 125, and sometimes 150, and 
sometimes higher. 

4449. What advance was there upon the price of saltpetre ? 

—About three dollars a pecul. 

4450. What might be the total value of saltpetre and opium 
that you disposed of upon any one voyage ?—In my second voy¬ 
age I brought back treasure to Lintin to the amount of 132,000 
Spanish dollars, partly in dollars, and partly in Sycee silver. 

4451. What did you bring back the first voyage ?—About 
80,000 dollars, in dollars and Sycee silver. 

4452. How long did this second voyage last from your leaving 
to your returning to Lintin ?—Eight weeks. 

4453. Where did you dispose of this cargo ?—At the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

44*54. Was there safe anchorage there ?—Quite safe. 

4455. Is that near any town ?—Yes, it is within fifteen miles 
of a very large city, the city of Tylio. 
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4456. From the time of your arrival how long were you de¬ 
tained before you disposed of the whole of your cargo ?—From 
fifteen to twenty clays. 

4457. What did you receive for your cargo ? — Sycee silver 
and dollars entirely. 

4458. Why did you make your returns in bullion only ?~-I 
was particularly desired by the agents of the brig to take nothing 
else. 

4459. Could you have had returns in the produce of the coun¬ 
try?—I could have had returns in any produce of the provinces, 
such as sugar, tea, cassia, tortoiseshell, nankeens, or any thing 
that could be had. 

4460. You would have had no difficulty in completing your 
cargo of those articles?—Not the least. 

4461. In what manner is the produce of the north-eastern pro¬ 
vinces sent to Canton ?—I presume it is principally sent by sea, 
from the number of large junks always upon the coast. 

4462. Have you seen teas sent by sea?*—Yes ; I have been 
on board of two junks entirely loaded with tea. 

4463. What was the size of them ?—They could not have 
been less than 200 tons. 

4464. From whence did they come ?—They came from Amoy, 
and they were bound to Canton. 

4465. Did you board those junks?—I boarded both of them, 
and sent letters by them to Canton. 

4466. Were those letters regularly received ?—•They were re¬ 
ceived in due course. 

4467. Do you think you could have loaded your vessel with 
teas of good quality ?—I have no doubt I could, of the very best 
quality. I have no doubt I could have had any sort of Chinese 
produce that 1 wished. 

4468. Had you any conversation with the captains or the 
supercargoes of the junks?—Yes; one of the merchants gave 
me at) invitation to wait upon him at his house at Canton. 

4469. Do you think you could have disposed of any other 
article besides those you sold at the places you visited ?—Yes ; 
I think that woollens might have been disposed of, and perhaps 
a small quantity of iron, a few watches, and different kinds of 
things. 

4470. What species of woollens do you think you could 
have disposed of?—Principally long ells and fine broad-cloth ; 
blankets and camlets also would have sold very well; they are 
in ready demand all along the coast of China. 

4471. Were there any duties paid to the Government upon 
those cargoes ?—I never paid any duties; but I understood that 
upon all opium that is taken away from the ships the inferior 
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ofJkJers of government get about twenty dollars for every chest. 6 May 
'he Chinese pay that themselves; the ships pay nothing. ^ ~ 

4472. Did you ever pay any port-charges of any kind?— 

Never. 

4173. Were you ever annoyed by the Chinese authorities?— 

No. I have been requested, a$ a favour, to shift my situation, 
as the principal officer was coming; and I have gone away, and 
come back again in one or two days. 

4474. Have you ever landed when you were engaged in this 
trade ?—Frequently ; almost every day. 

4475. Whenever you liked?—To any place I liked. 

4476. Were you on such occasions ever annoyed or ill treated 
by the authorities or by the people ?—Never; quite the contrary; 

I was always received in a civil way. I had invitations into their 
houses, and was treated with tea and sweetmeats. 

4477. How far have you penetrated into the interior of the 
country?—Six or seven miles. 

4478. Could you have gone further if you had pleased ?—Any 
distance I pleased. 

4479. What cities or towns have you visited on such occa¬ 
sions?—I visited the city of Kesiak, the city of Amoy. The city 
of Tyho was too far distant from the ship, and I did not visit it. 

4480. Is Kesiak a large town?—It is. 

4481. What is the population of it?—It is impossible to tell 
the population; I think it is nearly as populous as Canton. 

4482. Is there a harbour at Kesiak ?—A fine harbour. 

4483. Was that a commercial town ?—It is a commercial 
town for junks only. 

4484. Do you know what province it is in ? —The province 
of Canton. 

4485. What distance from Canton is it?—About 150 miles. 

4486. Is there much foreign trade carried on in Kesiak ?— 

I am not ware that there is any. There is a very large coasting 
trade. 

4487. Are you of opinion that the Chinese in the places you 
visited are anxious for the extension of commerce ?--I should 
conceive that they were, because I have always found the Chi¬ 
nese inclined to buy any thing that was at all useful, of any 
description. 

4488. You conceive them to be any thing but an anti-com¬ 
mercial people ?—I should consider them to be quite otherwise. 

4489. Do you conceive that they have any antipathy to 
strangers ?—I should conceive quite otherwise. In the northern 
provinces especially I was most politely received, and my people 
were equally the same. 
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4490. Being under the Spanish flag, could you have carried 

on a legitimate trade at the port of Amoy Yes; tin ,Spaniards 

‘ J Mache ' have had the privilege, but latterly they have not sent ships 
there, 

4491. Perhaps a legitimate trade was not your object ?% Not 

at all; we were trading in prohibited articles. k 

4492. Do you imagine that the contraband trade is more 
profitable than the authorized trade?—I have never been in 
the authorized trade, and therefore I cannot state that. 

44*93. Did any other British ships under the British flag 
prosecute the same trade that you did at that time ?—Yes, 
there was an English ship, the Merope, belonging to Calcutta ; 
the Valetta, the Eugenia, the Jamecena, and the Dhaule 
schooner, 

4494. What were those vessels ?—All English vessels belong¬ 
ing to the port of Calcutta. 

4495. Where were they trading to ?-—To Formosa, and the 
port of Nimpo, which is considerably to the north. 

4496. Is not that in the province of Kiangnan?.—I believe 
it is. 

4497. Did those ships go to Amoy ?—One of them I think 
did, but they did nothing; they knew that nothing could be 
done by the merchants. The Merope touched off Amoy, but 
it did not go in, because she could not trade in opium. 

4498. Had you any communication with the commanders of 
those vessels ?—Frequently, although we had different interests, 
all except the Merope. 

4499. Was your interest the same with the Merope ?—She 
had an agent of ours. 

4500. Did you understand from the commander of those 
vessels that they carried on the trade as easily as you did ? — 
With the same facilities ; although I believe I was rather more 
fortunate than they were, being engaged in the trade earlier. 

4501. At the ports you have named, do you know whether 
the import and export duties are paid to the government ?—-I 
am not aware of the duties; I never heard the duties men¬ 
tioned. 

4502. Did the Americans ever engage in this trade ?—Ame¬ 
rican vessels have gone to the coast, but I believe on British 
account. 

4503. Did the British vessels you have named visit any ports 
besides those you have mentioned ?—The Merope traded to the 
port of Chinchoo and the island Formosa. 

4504. Did the Merope go to Nimpo and the Cape of Good 
Hope ?—Yes; she touched at every port on that coast. 

4505. Which do you conceive is the best station for carrying 
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trade ?—The best station I ever found was between the 0 
/of Namo and the Cape of Good Hope. 

4606. Why do you conceive that to be better ?—-Being the 
centre between two very large towns. 

4507. Have you ever been off the province of Fokien 
Yes. 

4508. What, harbour did you go into there?—I went into 
one of the ports of Chinchoo* 

4509. What was the species of cultivation you saw when you 
landed there ?—The only species of cultivation I have seen was 
rice and sugar. 

4610. You did not go into the tea country?—No; I have 
never seen any tea. I was in the neighbourhood of it, and I 
understood it was within a short distance of where I was. 

4511. Does not the tea generally grow in the hilly districts? 
—All along the coast is a mountainous district. 

4512. What did your crew consist of?—Of all sorts; English, 
natives of India, and natives of the Phillipines, 

4613. What number of Englishmen had you?—I had some¬ 
times from ten to twenty. 

4514. What was the number of your crew?*—Forty. 

4515. Did those Englishmen land?—Yes, frequently. 

4516. They had intercourse with the natives ?— Yes. 

4517. Did you ever hear of any disturbance between them 
and the nativesNever the least disturbance. 

4518. Were the crews generally well received by the natives? 
—Equally as well as I was myself; they were allowed to walk 
about the fields, and to go into the houses. 

4519. Were any British seamen on board the other ships?— 
Yes. The Americans had all American seamen; the Merope 
had ten or twelve English seamen. 

4520. Do you know of the ships you have mentioned having 
British seamen on board ?—It is most likely that the other 
ships had at least six English seamen on board, as sea-cunnies. 

4521. Did you ever understand that the commanders of those 
vessels experienced any inconvenience from that circumstance ? 
—I never experienced the least inconvenience; nor did I under¬ 
stand that any was experienced by the others. 

4522. Did you find the coast of China generally'in a state of 
good military defence?—I should say quite the contrary, be¬ 
cause the greatest number of troops that ever I have seen was 
in the train of Mandarines, to the amount of about 500. 

4523. How were those armed ?—They were dressed in red 
calico jackets with a large bamboo hat on, and with large wooden 
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shoes; some with bows and arrows, and some with matchlocks 
and some with spears. 

4524. Supposing you had bad a serjeant/s party of English 
troops, what would have been the effect upon the Chinese sol¬ 
diers ?—They would have run away. 

4525. Did you ever go into their forts?—Frequently. 

4526. In what state w ere they ?—In a state of dilapidation. 

4527. What was the state of the guns?—The guns were all 
dangerous to fire, being honey-combed ; and being laid between 
two pieces of wood, they could only be fired in a straight di¬ 
rection. 

4528. Were the fortifications in a pretty good state ?—No> 
quite ruinous; there were about forty or fifty men in each of the 
fortifications. 

4529. What was the reason you had so many men in a brig of 
200 tons only ?—The reason was that we had to beat up against 
the monsoon, and that we had a valuable cargo on board. 

4530. Did not you find that the number was too large?—• I 
reduced the number afterwards to thirty. 

4531. Had you any Spaniards on board?—I had one Spaniard 
to represent the flag, to be captain or supercargo. 

4532. Did you observe any British manufactures in the places 
you visited ?-'Yes ; I frequently saw the Chinese wearing them, 
such as camlets, cloths, long ells, and some English blankets, 
English watches and English spy-glasses. 

4533. Do not the Chinese of respectability generally wear 
two watches ?—That is always the case. 

4534. Are not those watches almost entirely of English ma¬ 
nufacture?—Entirely English and French. 

4535. Which predominate, the English or French ?—I believe 
the English predominate, because no makers in Canton can 
repair the French. 

4536. Do you know why they wear two generally ?—Because 
they say if one goes to sleep the other is aw ake. 

4537. How did you find the climate from the month of No¬ 
vember to the month of March ?—Extremely cold; the thermo¬ 
meter ranged from 45 to 60.. 

4538. Would there be a demand for English blankets?-1 
should conceive there would be a demand for English blankets. 

4539. Are they now generally purchased by those that can 
afford them ?—By every one that can afford them. 

4540. What description of native woollen manufacture is 
there ?—The only native woollen manufacture I saw is in imita¬ 
tion of cashmere shawls. 1 think it is manufactured of goat’s 
hair; it is a fine sort of white flannel. 



M mr/fy 



T COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

. Is it of a high price ?—It is not within the reach of the 6 May 1830 



people at all 

4542. What is the common dress of the poor people ?—Blue 
cottons. 

4543. Do you know where those cottons are manufactured ? 
—In China. 

4544. Do you know in what part ?—They are manufactured in 
all the provinces. I have seen them manufactured in every vil¬ 
lage I have gone into. 

4545. Did you ever observe what sort of machinery they had 
for the manufacture of those cottons ?—A very rude loom, quite 
in a very old fashion. 

4546. Did you ever compare the price of cotton so manufac¬ 
tured in China with the price of English cotton?—No, I never 
did; it is much dearer than English cotton, because English 
cottons sell in China at very fair prices ; and they dye English 
iong-dotlis afterwards as a substitute for their cottons, and they 
are much cheaper. 

4547. Do you know the proportion of cost?—No. 

4548. Did you see them spinning?—Yes. 

4549. How is the cotton spun ?—The women spin with their 
hands. 

4550. And there is no sort of machinery, except a very rude 
loom, applied to the Chinese manufacture ?—None that I have 
seen, 

4551. Were those cottons that they dye Indian or English 
cottons ?—English. 

4552. Do the natives prefer their own, being dearer ?—- 
Their own cottons wear better ; but a cheap article is always a 
great object with the Chinese, even if it should not wear so 
well. 

4553. Supposing there was a great trade carried on between 
England and China, do you not imagine that the cheap manu¬ 
facture of England would to a considerable extent supplant 
the dear manufacture of China ?—I have no doubt it would 
entirely. 

4554. Is the trade you have described as being carried on 
when you were there still carried on ?—It is. 

4555. In what year was this ?—In 1823 and 1824. After¬ 
ward*. I lay as a depdt ship at Lintin. 

4556. How long were you altogether in China ?—Four years 
and a half. 

4557. How long is it since the Spaniards have given up the 
trade to the port of Amoy?—About thirty years. As the junks 
go over now from Amoy to Manilla with the same goods, they 
can purchase them at a cheaper rate than they could get them 
at Amoy. 
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4558. What was the last year you were in China ?—I was 
there five months in 1828, at Macao and Canton. 

4559. In v what year were the British ships you have men¬ 
tioned there ?— l hey were there the same year as myself, and 
I left some of them‘lying there as d<?p6t ships at Lintiw; they 
are lying there now as depot-ships. 

4560. Do you know of any ships having been there last year ? 
—•No, I do not know of any ship. There was one vessel went 
up in 1828 when I was there, and delivered a cargo upon the 
coast. 

4561. What are the depot ships?—They are ships that lie 
outside of the islands a Macao, to receive opium, or any other 
goods that are wished to be deposited on board of them. 

4562. Then you have no knowledge of any lawful trade 
carried on there at all ?—Not the least. 

4563. Were the others obliged to move sometimes as well as 
you ?—Yes; we moved as a favour to the Mandarins. The 
Mandarins come down once or twice a year, and send a person 
to warn you to shift yourselves. 

^ 4564. You are obliged to shift your station ?—We were not 
obliged to do it; but it was to favour them, that they might 
make a report that it was all clear. 

4565. What number of ships do you remember there at any 
one time?—I have seen as many as twenty ships at one time. 

4566. How many European ships ?—I have seen ten Euro¬ 
pean ships, and a considerable number of American ships, 

4567. Did those ships trade to the port of Amoy?—No ; 
there has been no trade done at the port of Amoy; they 
traded to the island of Formosa and Nimpo, and about the Cape 
of Good Hope ; some of those merchants went to Amoy and 
different parts. 

4568. In fact they were coast smugglers ? —They were. 

4569. Under what flags were they ?—The English flag; all 
except the Americans, and the vessel I was in command of, 
which was a Spanish flag. 

4570. Were there any Portuguese ?—There was sometimes 
a Portuguese vessel. 

4571. You were understood to say, that you did not find it 
necessary to establish any stricter regulations with respect to 
intercourse with the shore than at other places ?—Not any ; I 
allowed my crew’ to go on shore at any time they pleased. 

4572. Have you ever known any inconvenience from it ?— 
Not any. 

4573. Have you known any to happen with any other ship ? 
—Not any. 
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Was it the general practice of the ships?—It was; 
there was never the least disturbance. 

4575. Did you see the ten or twelve British seamen that you 
spoke of on board the Merope ?—Yes ; I was on board of her 
every time she came on the coast. 

4576. Who commanded that ship ?—Captain Perkins, a lieu¬ 
tenant of the navy, 

4577. Do not you know that the country ships generally have 
sea-cunnies, that are natives of India ?—-Yes; but an opium 
ship being of considerable value, it is necessary to have an 
efficient crew on board ; and we prefer to have a few English¬ 
men, as being steady men, in preference to the natives of India ; 
and the Merope, when she was on the coast, had a very va¬ 
luable cargo on board of her. 

4578. Do you remember the name of any of the depot-ships 
you have mentioned ?—Yes, I remember them all. 

4579. In your license was there any limitation as to the ports 
to which you were to go?-I was quite independent of the 
Company. 

4580. Where did you get your license?—My owner was 
consul for the King of Spain at Canton, and he gave me a 
license whenever I went to sea. 

4581. Have you been at Manilla ?—I never have. 

4582. Is there much trade between Manilla and China ?—A 
considerable trade in rice, and some China goods. 

4588. Was there any other ship under Spanish colours be¬ 
sides yours?—*None; and the vessel that I was in is sold. 

4584. And there is now no trade under Spanish colours ?— 
None. 

4585. Weve you not offered to carry on a legitimate trade 
with Amoy under the Spanish flag ?—Yes; by the Viceroy of 
Amoy. 

4586. What intercourse had you with him ?—He visited us 
on board the ship. 

4587. How far were you from Amoy ?—We were in the port 
of Amoy, right off the palace. 

4588. What passed between you and the Viceroy upon that 
occasion ?—Merely compliments. 

4589. In what terms did he offer you to trade with Amoy ?—■ 
He had to make a reference to another superior before he could 
give the terms. 

4590. Was that reference ever made ?—We did not wait till 
he came, 

4591. Did the Viceroy know that you had opium on board r 
-^No ; it was known to the opium dealers, but not to the 
Viceroy. 
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4592. How came he to offer you a legitimate trade?—Be¬ 
cause we hoisted our colours. 

4593. Did.he mention the word legitimate ?—He said he 
would give us a free trade. 

4594. Do you understand the Chinese language ?-—I do not 
understand it so as to write it ; 1 can speak it a little. 

4595. Is saltpetre a prohibited article in China ?—It is an 
article that by law is always obliged to be sold to the govern¬ 
ment, but it is principally sold to the outside dealers, who 
give a higher price for it. 

4596. Did you converse with the Viceroy?—Yes, through 
an Interpreter. 

4597. Did he use the word legitimate ?—No; he offered to 
give us a cargo in exchange for what we might give him, money 
or any thing else. He said, if we wished to have a cargo, he 
wished to renew the intercourse on the same terms as it had 
been before. 

4598. What cargo would he have given you ?—Any thing we 
wished to purchase. 

4599. What commodities could you have had from him? — 
As we had no intention of exporting any thing, we made no 
inquiries. 

4600. Is the saltpetre imported into China solely for the pur¬ 
pose of being converted into gunpowder ?—Solely for gunpow¬ 
der and fireworks; the Chinese use a great quantity of small 
fireworks. 

460L Is Amoy a very large town?—-A very large town ; 
there are nearly as many junks about there as about the port of 
Canton. 

4602. Do you suppose it is as populous as the port of Can¬ 
ton ?—It is very difficult to say as to that. 

4603. Did you find the country of China through which you 
went populous or not ?-—Every part populous. When I have 
been lying at the Cape of Good Hope I have seen 1,000'fishing- 
boats going to sea in a morning; I have counted them. 

4604. You had no commercial intercourse with the Viceroy? 
—None. 

4605. Did he offer you to purchase any thing you had, and 
did he specify the kind of cargo he was ready to give you in 
return ?—He specified that he wished to renew intercourse 
upon the old establishment, and any cargo that we wished to 
purchase he would do it in the old way. 

4606. Is there not a considerable foreign trade carried on 
with Amoy ?—Yes, principally to Manilla and Sincapore. 

4607. Did you know of any junks that went from Amoy to 
Sincapore ?—Yes, there are a considerable number. 
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Are they large junks ?—About the size of 600 or 600 6 

Capt* J. Mdck k 


4609. What do they take to Sincapore ?— A Chinese cargo 
consists of a variety of things ; crockery-ware, coarse teas, and 
every thing they expect to sell* 

4610. What did the junks bring back from Sincapore ?—San¬ 
dal-wood and opium are the staple articles* 

4611. From your experience and observation of the Chinese 
ports, what are the articles of European manufacture which you 
consider would obtain the most ready sale?—I should think 
woollens would be the most ready article; camlets, fine cloths, 
and coarse white cottons. 


4612. What should you say of iron, in the shape of bars, 
and of hardware ?-—Iron in the shape of bars would sell; I do 
not know how hardware would sell. The Chinese would like it 
better in the unmanufactured state, in order that they might 
manufacture it as they pleased. 

4613. Is iron extensively used in China?—Very extensively 
used 


4614. Where is it principally obtained?—I believe in the 
country. 

4615. Do you know any thing of the cost of its production. ? 
—No ; but I know that to get any iron wrought up in China will 
cost you as much as twelve dollars a pecul; that is what I have 
paid for iron from Canton. 

4616. Do you know anything of the relative cost of their 
own earthenware with that which might be exported of similar 
quality from this country?-—I do not know, I think the Chi¬ 
nese could produce their own earthenware cheaper than it could 
be exported from this country. 

4617* Has not it been exported from Sincapore ?~Yes; I 
have often had crockery on board. As a depot-ship I have 
often received goods, such as woollen goods, crockery-ware, 
glass, and Birmingham hardware* which have been sent up to 
the port of Can ton and sold. 

4618. What was the general quality of the Chinese iron that 
you saw?—I think it is of very inferior quality; it rusts very 
soon, and decays. 

4619. Do you know in what part of China the manufacture 
is?—No. 


4620. Is there much demand for leather; do they use leather 
much ?—'Yes; the opium chests are covered up with old sheep¬ 
skins, and they were very fond of purchasing them. 

4621. Did you sell them well .?—Yes, pretty well. 
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Captain WILLI AM MAXFIELD called in, and examined. 

Cnptnin 4622, Are you an officer in the military navy of the East- 
w. Max field. India Company ? -1 am on the retired list at present; I have 
been an officer in the service. 

4628. How long did you reside in India ?■—An uninterrupted 
period of nearly twenty-live years. 

4624. How long is it since you returned ?—I returned from 
India in 1823. 

4625. In what capacity did you serve in India besides that 
immediately connected with your official duties as an officer ?— 
I accompanied the embassy* to Synd as Surveyor in 1807 or 
1808; I officiated for nine years as Assistant in the Surveyor- 
general's department, or Deputy Surveyor-general of India in 
Bengal; I was employed in all the expeditions against the Euro¬ 
pean enemies of my country in India between 1798 and 1823 ; I 
commanded two ships on the expeditions to Java and the Isle 
of France. On the Java expedition I officiated as Deputy 
Agent-general of Transports also. 

4626. Were you employed with the British army in 'Qvzze- 
rat ?—I was. I accompanied the army in Guzzerat a short time, 
and afterwards held a civil situation at Voorbunder, in the pro¬ 
vince of Guzzerat. 

4627. How long did you hold that situation •?«—1 only held 
the civil situation a few months; I begged to resign it to go on 
the expedition to the Isle of France. 

4628. What parts of India have you visited ?—I visited 
almost all the principal ports of India, Arabia, and Persia, the 
Red Sea, and the Eastern Archipelago, and the Bay of Bengal. 

4629. Did not you assist in the expedition to Egypt ?—I was 
m one of the ships which proceeded on the expedition to Egypt. 

4630. Have you ever visited any of the ports of China ?•— 
No; I have merely been in the China seas cruizing* 

4631. Have you ever paid any considerable attention to the 
commercial affairs of the East-India Company ?—I have paid 
some attention to it, in consequence of having determined some 
years ago upon writing a work descriptive of the different 
branches of the East-India Company’s service. I was led to 
project such a work from observations I had occasion to make 
in the course of my service; however, I have since relinquished 
the intention; but that led me to consider it more maturely 
than I otherwise should have done, a& if formed no portion of 
my professional pursuits. 

4632. Do you conceive that there are any improvements that 
might take place in the points you considered?—Yes; it was 
the defect in the various branches of the sendee that led me to 
the consideration there were many defects in the different 
branches of the establishment, so evident, that it led me to con- 
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rthe subject, in order to trace the cause of the defects, and 
to point out, to the best of my observation, a remedy. 

4633; Are the defects you allude to defects in the service 
with which you were yourself connected ?—There were defects 
evident andVionstrous in the corps I belonged to. 

4084 Do you confine your observations as to those defects 
to that corps, or do you apply them to any other parts of the 
affairs of the East-India Company ?—No, X do not confine them 
to that. I observed defects in efficiency in various branches of 
the service ; and it was that inefficiency that led me to consider 
the subject, for the purpose of giving a detailed account of it, in 
order that a remedy might be applied hereafter. 

4635. Have you ever been engaged in trade ?—Never, upon 
any occasion. 

4636. Have you had any means of becoming acquainted with 
the East-India Company’s commercial shipping ?■—I have, 

4687, What class of ships have the East-India Company been 
in the habit of employing in their commerce?—Of various 
classes; latterly greater variety than formerly; £ speak of the 
last twenty-five years ; they have some larger ships now than 
they had at that time. I believe the regular ships employed by 
the East-India Company are from 700 to 1400 tons; other 
ships are occasipnally engaged in their service, as extra and 
chartered ships, of a smaller description. 

4638. * Do you conceive that the large class of vessels of the 
East-India Company possess any advantage over the class of 
vessels used by the Americans or the free-traders of this country 
for the China trade ?—I understand that the large class of ships 
are subject to less expense with reference to the port-duties 
paid at Canton; but in every other point of view,, as far as 
regards the employment of merchantmen, I should say the 
smaller class ship is better adapted for many reasons. A small 
class ship of an inferior description would, in proceeding to the 
port of Calcutta, take in her cargo at once; a large ship takes 
in her cargo at Saugur, which is a very considerable wav down 
the river; it is in fact the entrance to the river Hooghley. The 
consequence of that is, that a great expense is incurred in lading 
those ships, and at different periods of the year the tide is so 
rapid that it creates considerable delay as well as expense. The 
delay in a large ship like that might possibly extend to fifteen 
days if a boat came down one day too late, for unless she went 
out on a spring-tide she could not get out until the next spring- 
tide. 

4639. Do you know the port of Canton ?—No. 

4640. Do you know whether those observations which apply 
to the river Hooghley apply to the port of Canton?—They 
must apply to every large ship which cannot go up to the port 
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to which she is proceeding for a cargo. If the communicatioiT 
w be made by means of boats, an increased expense must 

W. Maxfield , *be consequence; and I suppose it applies partially at Can¬ 

ton, and to all ports situate in rivers, 

464il, Do you conceive the East-India Company’s ships pecu¬ 
liarly fitted for carrying troops ?—A large ship is certainly much 
better adapted for carrying troops than a smaller ship. 

4642. Are not the troops sent out from this country usually 
accommodated in tfhe orlop deck ? —I have heard so. 

4643. Have you ever heard of the Company’s ships being em ¬ 
ployed as men-of-war?—I have heard that there have been some 
of them armed occasionally. 

4644. What class of man-of-war of an enemy should you think 
a Company’s China ship of 1300 tons burthen, with 30 guns and 
130 men, would be a match for?—It would be difficult to say 
what she would be a match for. I conceive a ship of 1300 tons, 
with 130 men, scarcely sufficient men to manage her in action ; 
and if she had any number of guns on board, they may be con¬ 
sidered inanimate pieces of iron, without a sufficient number of 
men to use them. But to say what she would fall a capture to 
would be merely matter of opinion ; hut that can be better ascer¬ 
tained by asking what vessels they have beaten off, and when 
they have been captured. 

4645. Do you recollect the action between Admiral Linois 
and a fleet of East-Indiamen ?—I recollect the action. I believe 
there were sixteen Indiamen of the largest description, with a 
a number of country ships. The French force consisted of an 
eighty-four-gun ship, two frigates, two sloops, and a brig; and I 
conclude that the judicious conduct of Commodore Dance, his 
firmness, his decision, and his good management, induced the 
French admiral to form an erroneous estimate of his actual force, 
which led to a result no less creditable to the British than dis¬ 
graceful to the French. To judge of the severity of an action, 
one must look at the result of the killed and wounded. It is 
stated that the action lasted about forty-five minutes. Now, the 
killed and wounded on the side of the British is stated at one 
killed and one wounded; and the French admiral declared in his 
letter to General Daccain, that he sustained no loss whatever. 
An Indiaman is a very formidable-looking ship, and is often 
painted like a first-rate man-of-war; she would at any time be 
fciken, at a considerable distance, for a sixty-four; consequently, 
if the French were not disposed to fight, they had very good rea¬ 
son for imagining that there were a few sixty-fours out of the 
sixteen, and they had, consequently, very good reason for run¬ 
ning away. 

4646. Have you evet known an Indiaman captured by a 
French privateer ?—Yes, I have. 
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Do you remember the name?—Yes, I recollect the 
capture of the Kent. 

4648. Where was she captured ?—In the bay of Bengal. 

4649. What was the size of the Kent ?—I believe the Kent 
was an Indiaman of about 800 tons. 

4650. How many guns bad she?—About thirty guns; 1 
believe she had between 100 and 200 troops on board, 

465L What was the Kent captured by ?—By the Confiance. 

4652. What was the size of her?—About 300 tons: I hap¬ 
pened to be on board her after the peace of Amiens. 

4653. Do you know the number of guns she carried ?—About 
sixteen or eighteen guns. 

4654. Do you remember any other capture of an Indiaman ? 
—I cannot call to my recollection. 

4655. Do you recollect the Triton?—Yes, I do; she was 
about the same size as the Kent. 

4656. What was the Triton captured by ? — By a pilot 
schooner; which pilot schooner was taken by Monsieur Sur- 
couef and a few French prisoners who escaped from Fort Wil¬ 
liam, went down the river in a budgerow, and seized a pilot 
schooner at the entrance of the river; they then ran out to sea* 
and falling in with the Triton, I believe off Ganjam, they boarded 
her, under pretence of piloting her, and made her their prize. 

4657. When did that happen ?—I do not remember; but I 
believe the commander and officers of the Kent behaved as 
bravelv, and defended the ship as long as in their power. I 
never beard the slightest slur thrown upon the conduct ot any 
of the parties, and her capture possibly may be in some measure 
attributable to the peculiar structure of Tndiamen, which Carry, 
very injudiciously, most of their guns below; consequently, in 
the event of her being boarded, most of the men are below When 
they ought to be on deck. I think an Indiaman would be much 
more formidable if, instead of having thirty guns below, she had 
twenty on deck. 

4658. Do you think the sea-risk of an Indiaman, equipped in 
the usual way, greater or less than that of a merchant-ship equip¬ 
ped in the ordinary way ?—I believe at Lloyd’s the insurance is 
precisely equal between a good ship marked A. and any of the 
East-Inilia ships, therefore in that point of view the risk is con¬ 
sidered equal; however, personally, I should say a merchant- 
ship laden is less safe encumbered with guns than it she was 
without them, as far as sea-worthiness goes. 

4659. Do you ever remember an instance of a vessel being 
overset on that account?—Yes, I recollect one of the Company’s 
ships of 800 tons, called the Devonshire, overset in my presence 
in the river Hooghley, in a regular north-wester. 

4660. Do you attribute that loss to her having ports?—Yes; 

4 o 
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the north-wester threatened for two or three hours before it came 
on ; the sky was completely blackened ; she was taking in cargo, 
and all her ports were opened ; when the north-wester took her 
she heeled over ; before they could shut her ports she filled and 
went down, and she remained with her mast-heads only above 
water. 

4661. Do you remember any ships being lost in the years 
1807 and 1808 between the Gape of Good Hope and the Isle of 
France?—Yes, l recollect it as a matter of history. 

4662. Do you consider that they are more liable to that dan¬ 
ger from their having ports and guns than if they had none?— 
I have stated that as my opinion with respect to merchant ships 
generally; but perhaps that fact, with respect to this fleet, 
w'ould be best ascertained by inquiring whether there were not 
some country ships in company. I have heard that there were 
some country ships in company, and that none of them were lost. 

4G63. Do you consider the East-India Company's present 
mode of chartering ships as the most economical that can be 
adopted ?—Certainly not. 

4664 Will you explain the reasons why you are of that opi¬ 
nion ?—I think if reference be had to some papers laid before the 
Court of Proprietors in 1826, a list of which I have here, a list 
of the shipping will be found which were employed at that time* 
Some of them have been taken up as high as 26 odd pounds a 
ton,, and subject to an additional £1. 10,?. if sent to any inter¬ 
mediate port in India. Now looking at that very list laid before 
the Court of Proprietors, I find that ships may be had at a 
much lower rate, and that they have been had by the East-India 
Company for a single voyage for Cl2. 5.*. 

4665. Are the tenders for the Company's ships publicly ad¬ 
vertised for ?—I believe they are publicly advertised for. 

4666. Do you conceive that is the cheapest mode of getting 
ships furnished to the Company?—I should, provided the ad¬ 
vertisements embraced that class of shipping which is to be had 
in the greatest abundance in the shipping market; but if the 
advertisement describes ships of which it is well known there are 
very few, or perhaps none to be had, I conceive the advertise¬ 
ment goes rather to meet the ship than the ship the advertise¬ 
ment. To illustrate the fact, I would put a case hypothetically; 
suppose the Company advertise for a ship to be built in the 
Island of Penang, of teak, to bring home a cargo, and at such 
a date, I put it to the Committee to judge whether there would 
be likely to be any competition to meet such an advertisement. 

4667. Have you made any calculation of the amount which 
might be saved by a different mode of contracting than now pur¬ 
sued?—Yes; I have a calculation, the result of which exhibits 
the saving that might be effected ; if the ships engaged by the 
East-India Company, instead of being taken up for six voyages 
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^ lr - e voyages, had been engaged for one voyage, at the 
X* rg^wunbited in the statement laid by the Company before the 
^Cburt of Proprietors, a saving might be effected per voyage, ima¬ 
gining the whole of the ships to have performed one voyage com¬ 
plete, of no less than £574,028 ; but if, instead of taking them 
up for one voyage, at £13. 6.?., which is the average of the single 
voyage ships, they had been obtained at what I conceive they 
might be, at 10 guineas or £10 per ton, a saving then would 
have been effected of upwards of £857,823. 

4668. What time would the voyage occupy ?—Looking at 
the distance they have to go, and what a free trader could do, 
and of course whatever a free trader could do the Company’s 
ships ought to be able to do, they ought to do it in twelve 
months; but if the East-India Company have generally engaged, 
as I conceive they have done, a great deal more tonnage than t hey 
actual ly require, of course the expense must be commensurate. 

4669. Should you say that, in the present mode of manage¬ 
ment, there is £700,000 or £800,000 thrown away by the Com¬ 
pany in their charge for shipping per annum?—No,I have taken 
the whole of the Company's tonnage employed at the time the 
papers were laid before the Court of Proprietors; it includes 
forty-seven ships then chartered, and they had seven ships of 
their own. Those two bodies of shipping taken together collec¬ 
tively amounted to 64,000 tons; therefore I have taken the 
whole of that quantum of tonnage, and said, if the tonnage costs 
such a sum before they have completed one voyage, and they 
could procure shipping in the market to do it at £10.10$., the 
saving upon that quantity of tonnage will be the amount I have 
stated. 

4670. You have stated, that if the voyage performed by the 
East-India Company were performed by a free trader, it would 
be performed in one year out and home ?—Unquestionably. But 
if she had to go to Bombay and be detained, and then to go to 
Madras, as the Company’s ships frequently do, there is no say¬ 
ing what will be the length of the voyage. But they do not do 
it free of expense, because they frequently pay demurrage for 
such detention. 

4671. What is the average time occupied by the Company 
in this voyage?—That is a question not easily answered, un¬ 
less you particularize some particular ship. I have known some 
of the Company’s ships cruising from one side of India to another 
for a cargo. 1 have known the Carmarthen and the Herculeuni, 
ships taken up in war time at an enormous rate. I made a voy¬ 
age out to sea cruising, and came in again, and found the Car¬ 
marthen still lying at anchor. 

4672. Do you know the longest time occupied by a Com¬ 
pany’s ship in performing the voyage out and home?—I cannot 
positively speak to that fact, but I suppose some of them make 
the voyage in fourteen months. 
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4G73. Do you think that is about the average P-No^lt is 
impossible to average them, because many causes may operate 
to their detention. 

4674. Are such causes of very long detention very frequent ? 
—I do not imagine that such very long detentions are very fre¬ 
quent ; but I imagine that it may be clearly known that a con¬ 
siderable detention occurs, by the papers at the India-House. 
Rut I would not press so much upon the delay of the voyage, as 
upon the ship being sent often half-laden, because the ships that 
go from Bombay to China are not above half-laden on the Com¬ 
pany s account, therefore the remainder of that freight is a dead 
loss. Perhaps, to illustrate the high price of ships, I need only 
state that His Majesty has been building in the Company’s 
dock-yard at Bombay seventy-fours, at per ton much less than 
the freight per ton of the 1200-ton ships in war time ; and 
he has built frigates at a lower rate than some of the ships now 
taken by the Ea&t-India Company sail per ton, 

4675. At what rate have they built frigates at Bombay?-— 
The Trin Com alee frigate, of 1065 tons, was built for £29. 8 s. 2d. 
per ton ; these are built of teak. The Cornwallis, seventy-four, 
of 1809 tons, was built at £80. 14,v. a ton ; the Victor, of 382 
tons, was built at '£23. 9.?. Id. a ton; the Zebra, of 385 tons, 
was built at £24.9. 6s. 7d. a ton ; the Sphinx, of 239 tons, was 
built at £24. 6*. 6d . a ton ; the Camden, of 240 tons, was built 
at £25. 3s, 1 Od. a ton. 

4676. You have compared the price per ton at which the 
Government build ships in the Company’s dock-yard with the 
rate ot freight per ton at which the Company take tip their 
ships; for what purpose do you make that comparison?—It 
strikes one as a singular fact, that you could build a ship for a 
great_ deal less money, by one-third, than you could hire one; 
and I believe the price of the seventy-fours built at Bombay 
no>v to be enormous, from the injudicious manner of getting 
the timber. I could suggest a mode by which the price of 
timber would be reduced one-half. 

4677. Do the Company ever build at all for commercial pur- 
poses ?—Yes ; the Company, have seven ships of their own. 

4658. Can you compare the expense at which those ships 
were built by the Company with the expense of the ships built 
by the Government at Bombay ?—-I cannot speak to the rate at 
which they build their commercial ships, but 1 can pronounce 
upon what it cost to build some of their pilot schooners at 
Bombay ; I must speak to that from recollection. I recollect, 
just before I left Bengal, some pilot schooners were built for the 
Company’s service, which appeared to be at such an enormous 
expense that it led the Marine Board there to animadvert upon 
the charge ; and the papers happened to come to the office one 
day when I was there, and I took them lip, and on going into 
the papers, at the request of a gentleman present, I found that 
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1 ‘^$tose schooners cost upwards of £50 a ton, while the King was 6 May 1830. 
building for £30. It appeared very monstrous, and it induced : 

the Board to write to the Bengal Government, who wrote for m Marfteiit. .1 
an explanation. The explanation sent round by Mr. Meriton, 
the Superintendent of Bombay, stated that those vessels were 
so expensive in consequence of being entirely fastened with ■< 

copper; that the former pilot schooners, of which a calculation 
had been submitted, previously built for the Bengal Government ! 

in Mr. Dundas's time, had been fastened with iron; but it was 
singular enough, on analyzing the account, it turned out that 
there was more iron employed in the copper-fastened vessels 
than there was in those that were built all of iron. 

4679. Was that ever explained ?—No, I believe there was 
never any satisfactory explanation given after that. 

4680. Is this all matter of recollection, or matter of record? 

—It is matter of recollection now; but it is deeply impressed 
on mV mind, because I happened to have the papers in my hand, 
and i recollect the correspondence between the Marine Board 
at Calcutta and the Government of Bombay upon the subject. 

4681. On comparing the expense of the ships engaged in 
the private trade with the ships engaged in the China trade by 
the Company, are you aware that the size and the equipment 
of those ships employed in the Company’s service are regulated 
by law?—No, I am not aware of that fact. By the 58th 
George III,, I see the Act of the 89th and the 50th and the 
51st are repealed, and since that it has not been imperative to 
equip those ships in that manner. 

4682. Are you not aware that since that a very great 
change has been produced in the Company’s commercial ma¬ 
rine ?—I am not aware of that. 

4683. When did the repeal take place ?—In 1818. 

4684. In what year was this transaction ?—4 think it must 
have been about 1820 or 1821 that the correspondence respect¬ 
ing pilot schooners took place. 

4685. In speaking of the ships which the Company were 
employing in the year 1826, do you mean to compare them with 
the ships taken up for single voyages in the year 1830 ?—! beg 
to submit to the Committee a statement of all the ships em¬ 
ployed by the East-India Company in the year 1826, describing 
the name, the size of the ship, the rate at which she is taken, 
and all the particulars. It is from those ships I formed that 
statement. It is by calculation between the high-freighted 
ships and the low-freighted ones, in that statement furnished 
by the India House to me, that I have drawn the comparison, 
but I have not lost sight of their own ships, seven in number, 
which are sailing at the rate of about £27 a ton, 

r The ’witness delivered in the statement , which was ready as 
follows .*] 
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SHIPS* NAMES. 

Tonnage. 

Rate 

of Tonnage, 

Number of Voyages. 

OWNERS. 

Time or Date when 
engaged. 

Herefordshire ....... 

Vansittart. . 

1200 

1200 

1200 

976 

£• St d« 
21 18 9 
20 18 9 

6 


John Tecke 

1811, Jan. 11. 

— July 10, 

General Kyd . ,. 

* • * * 6 

.... 

Joseph Hare . ..,, 

Minerva. ...... . 

-o o y 

22 2 10 
OC A A 

.. .4 6 


James Walker. 

Thomas Coutfcs. , . . 

• a * • 6 


George Palmer 

Stewart Marjoribanks . 

Stewart MarlArJlwTiirr. 

1812, sTpt. 2. 
1816, March 29. 

Duke of York ...... 

1327 (a) 

u o 

26 10 0 

..4. 6 

...4 6 

a... 

Duiiira . 

Windsor . 

1325 (a) 

26 9 6 
26 9 0 
26 5 0 

OR A A 

• * ., 6 

... * 6 

... 

*wictijGrU/SQKS ! 

Matthew Isaeke. ..... 

George Palmer ...... 

George Clav . . 

— 

Kellie Castle =.. . 

ivdw f (l J 

■ 13H2 fnS 

.... 6 


’' ti June 5. 

■ w Obi 

Royal George .... .. 

n „ v y P * 1 tf 

i- t>» * +d { U. J 

1333 (a) 

25 13 0 

•» • » 6 


Stewart Erskine . 

•L*cCt 

1817, March 18, 

JFarquharson .. . 

Thames . 

Mactmeen ... 

1334 (a) 
1326* (a) I 
1330 (a) 

! 25 14 0 
25 15 0 
25 17 o 

.... rj 

• • • • 6 

...» 6 

• • * 6 

.... 

John Fam Timins . .. 
John Fam Timins . .. 
John Christ, Loelmer . 
Henry Blanshard .... 
John Campbell ... .. 
Joseph Hare .. 

1818, Oct. 14. 

William Fairlie. ........... 

1 tJtJU { (ij 

1343 (a) 
1342 (a) 

25 7 0 
25 7 0 
25 7 6 

. • a . 6 

•««• 6 

,, „* 

1819, Sept, 15. 

Hythe . ... . 

1332 (a) j 

25 9 9 

»• »• 6 

* *.. 6 

.... 

Joseph Hare .... .... 
Stewart Maijorihanks . 
Stewart Marjoribanks . 
W. E. Ferrers 

_ 

Duchess of Athol. 

i«5u.> (aj 

25 9 0 j 


» » * « 


Bombay,........... . 

[£J j 

25 10 f } | 

6 

.... 


Charles Grant ............ 

Towiher Castle .’ * 

Abercrombie Robinson .... 

i ***** («/ i 

1246 (a) j 
1427 („) i 
1331 t a ) | 

20 19 0 ; 
20 12 0 
20 12 6 

21 0 0 

• • *. 3 

4. •» 3 

.... 3 

.... fi 

... a 

Henrv Tempter 

William Moffat . 

John Crosfchwait __ 

1822, Nor. 13. 
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No. 1. (Continued.)—A Statement exhibiting the Names, Number, and Tonnage of Ships, &e. 


SHIPS 5 NAMES. 

Toanage. 

Rates 

of Tonnage. 

Edinbuigh.. 

! 1326 (a) 

£. s. d . 
2i 0 0 

Lord Lowther ... 

1332 (a) 

21 7 0 

Rosa .. 

955 (a) 

19 14 0 

Prince Regent ............ 

953 (a) 

19 17 6 

Asia ... 

958 (a) 

19 17 6 

Marchioness of Ely. 

952 (a) 

19 19 0 

Marquis of Huntly ........ 

1279 (a) 

18 18 0 

Inglis... 

1298 (a) 

• 18 5 0 

Arias .. 

1267 (a) 

18 5 e 

Bridgewater ... 

1276 (a) 

18 4 0 

Warren Hastings. 

1276 (a) 

15 7 0 

Princess Charlotte of Wales.. 

978 {a) 

19 2 0 

Marquis Wellington. 

961 (a) 

19 4 0 

Warren Hastings.. 

1000 (a) 

18 5 0 

Coldstream. 

733 

12 5 0 

Guildford. 

533 

12 19 0 

Albion . ... 

479 

12 19 0 

Chifete Harold .. 

463 

12 19 6 

Bussorah Merchant_.... 

510 

4 10 0 

Malcolm...... 

605 

5 19 0 

Lord Hungerford.. .. 

708 

7 0 0 

Berwick..... 

453 

7 0 0 

Commodore Hayes .... 

678 

7 18 0 

Broxborneburv.. 

720 

5 3 0 

Java............. 

1175 

6 2 6 


Number of Voyages, 



OWNERS. 


Time or Date when 
engaged. 


^These ships were engaged out-> 
wards for the voyage to Bengal... ' 


Henry Bonham ...... 

Henry Bianshard .... 

Thomas Miiroy ...... 

Henry Bonham ...... 

Henry Bonham ...... 

Octavius Wigrara .... 

John M £ Taggart.. 

Riehard Borradaile .. 
Charles Otway Mayne. 

Janies Sims. 

William Sims. 

Charles B. Gribble .. 

I Henry Bonham ...... 

John L. Minet ...... 

| John Dawson. 

James Mangles. 

Charles WViier ...... 

j Robert Granger...... 

Charles Stewart.. .... 

Eyles.. 

Heathom ...... 

James Greig ........ 

George F. Young- 

Alfred Chapman.. 

Joseph Hare.. 


1323, July 2. 


— Sept. 3. 
1824. Aug. 13. 


— Sept. 8. 
1825, March 30. 


Continued. 
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No. 1. (Continued.)—A Statement exhibiting the Names, Number, and Tonnage of Ships, &c. 


SHIPS* NAMES. 


Cambridge...... 

Lady Kenhaway 
James Sibbald .. 
Maitland 


Orient 

Roxburgh Castle .. .. 
Countess of Harconrt 


Java .. 

Broxbornehury...... 

Marquis Hastings . .. 
Henry Porcher/. 

In room of the Kent 

Clyde.........___ 

Eliza .*...... .. 

Marquis Camden ... * 

Lady Melville. 

Castle Hunily. 

General Harris...... 


Tonnage- 


802 

547 

666 

634 

596 

599 

517 

1175 

720 

452 

500 

1300 (a) 
451 
511 

1286 fa) 
1257 (a) 
1311 (a) 
1280 (a) 


Rates 

of Tonnage. 


£' 8 . 

4 10 

5 0 

6 9 
6 17 

14 7 
14 9 


15 0 0 

10 18 0 
11 8 0 


10 19 
10 19 

21 0 

6 19 
6 15 

18 18 
13 19 
13 19 6 
18 19 0 


Number of Voyages. 


„ These ships were engaged 
voyage outwards to Bombay, 


for the) 

. I 


For one voyage to China and 
Quebec ... .... 


5 For one vovage to China and ? 
t Halifax ......J 

C To bring cargoes from China, after ) 
j performing the service for which > 

(they were engaged, March 30.) 

j* To bring cargoes from China _^ 


OWNERS. 


George Palmer ...... 

George Joad ........ 

Henry Bianshard 
Fraser, Living, and Co. 

S. Marjeribanks and Co. 
Wigtam and Green .. 

Henry Bianshard .... 


I ^ To carry cargoes to Bengal ...... | 

»•*. 3 «... 

») .... 

3 
3 


The ships marked thus (a) 
January 17fch, 1826. 


Joseph Hare. 

Alfred Chapman > .,.. 

George Lyall. 

S. Marjoribanks and Co. 
S. Marjoribanksand Co, 
Joseph Hare ...... 

W. Abercrombie .. 
Thomas Larkins.... 

Octavius Wigram .. 

J. H. Gledstanes .. 
James Sims.... .. 



Time or Date whcai 
engaged. 


are entitled to an extra freight of £1. 10s. per ton, if sent to the 
of India, and from either of those places to China. 


1825, March 30, 

•— May 4. 

— May 25. 

— June 22. 

— July 15. 

— Aug. 17. 

— Aug. 24. 


Island of Bombay, or to the Continent 
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No. 2. 

In January 1826, it appeared by papers laid before the Court of 
Proprietors that the East-India Company had then engaged in their 
trade forty-seven ships, viz. twenty-four for six voyages, some of 
which were hired as high as £26. *10,?. per ton; others for three 
voyages ; and only five for one voyage ; the average rate of freight 
on such five single-voyage ships was only £13. 6Y per ton each; 

Now the chartered ships above mentioned, forty-seven in number, 
collectively amount to about 55,601 tons, and the rate of freight 
above stated cost the Company per voyage, ex- £. g . ~ d. 

elusive of demurrage.I ... 1,187,778 0 0 

The Company have also seven ships of their, 
own, amounting to about 8,897 tons, and which, 
by the accounts submitted in 1826, average, taking 
them altogether for the voyage they have per¬ 
formed, about £27. &?. 8 d. per ton, making the 
amount of expense per voyage on the seven of ... 244,074 0 0 


Or the total charge for freight per voyage..,.«... 1,431,852 0 0 

It is therefore evident that if the Company, in¬ 
stead of engaging ships as above, for six and three 
voyages, had hired ships for one voyage at £13. 6$. 
per ton, the amount charged for 64,498 tons of 
shipping would have been only.. 857,823 8 0 


Effecting a saving per voyage of no less than.,. £574,028 12 0 

If, however, the Company were desirous to conduct their com¬ 
merce with India and China in the most profitable manner, they 
would employ such class of ships as the British market offers in 
abundance, and their tonnage might be all obtained at £10, or pro¬ 
bably £10. 10*. per ton, by which means a saving in their charges 
for tonnage per voyage might he effected to the amount of £7^0,000 
sterling. 

The Company, however, by reference to the papers at the India 
House, showing how the ships engaged by them are laden, appear 
little disposed to economize in this branch of expense, as those 
ships, except on the return-voyage from China, are seldom more 
than two-thirds laden on the Company’s account. 


4686. Did you mean to say, in a previous part of your evi¬ 
dence, that the amount of £500,000 might be saved between 
the average rates of the ships in the service of the Company in 
the year 1826, and what might be now supplied if competition 
in the market was made use of?—Not quite so; my statement 
is to draw a comparison of what the Company have done them¬ 
selves with respect to five ships taken up for single voyages, 
which ships they got at £13. 6*. per ton, and I say that suppose 
they had taken them all up in that way, such would have been 
the saving ; but my last statement goes to illustrate what might 
have been done if they had been had at £10, which I consider 
a sort of market freight. 

4 *» 



Captain 
W. Mayfield. 


: 
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4687. Are you not aware that the Company were obliged by 
the last Act to take up ships for six voyages ?—I am aware 
that there is an Act of Parliament which enjoins, that ships 
taken up for the trade with India and China shall be taken up 
for six voyages; but I am also aware that there is an Act which 
permits the East-India Company to take ships up for one voyage 
to China; those are the ships that I propose to have taken up. 

4688. Did you mean to state that in the year 1826 the Com¬ 
pany did take a certain number of ships at £13, I Os. per ton ? — 
There are no ships taken up in that statement in 1826, the last 
is in August 1825. Here are some ships taken up at £10. 19.v. 
to proceed to North America; but I imagine they might be had 
as well for one purpose as the other. 

4689. Are you aware that the East-India Company has, 
during the currency of their present charter, taken up a number 
of ships for six voyages, at from £21 to £26 per ton, and that, 
per voyage, a good free-trader might be had from £8 to £10 
per ton in the same year ?— Of course my answer is but matter 
of opinion. I cannot decide upon what a free-trader might pos¬ 
sibly be had for; but it is pretty notorious : and I should only 
say, if I had a free-trader to employ myself, I should be 
very much obliged to the Company to take her for six voyages 
instead of one, and therefore 1 should think that is in favour of 
the six-voyage ship. 

4690. It appears by that statement, that the rate of freight 
at which the Company take up ships for six voyages is higher 
than that at which they take them up for one voyage?—-Un¬ 
questionably. 

4691. What is the reason of that difference?—I consider it 
is because there is less competition. There is very little com¬ 
petition in 1200 or 1300-ton ships; there is nobody but the 
owner of a China ship hardly that can think of tendering, there 
is nobody else in the market; therefore the competition is con- 
hned to a few dozen individuals, and I believe few persons ever 
build a 1200-ton ship unless they have very good reason to think 
they have interest enough to get her employed. But, however, 
to illustrate why the Company have those snips, it will be neces¬ 
sary to go a little farther back into the Company’s history. In 
looking back to the history of the East-India Company, and the 
style of equipment which seems to have been followed up to the 
present hour, the reasons which induced such equipment having 
long since subsided, it may be worth while to remark, that 
when the ships were first fitted out, and armed with guns and 
a large proportion of men, the India seas were infested with 
freebooters and pirates, formidable, and of course their com¬ 
merce was in danger without such equipment; and at that time, 
m the early part of the Company's history, the ships fitted out 
by the East-India Company were in all respects formidable as 
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men$M-war. His Majesty’s ships were much less efficient than 
They are at present, and the difference was not so great then 
between East-Indiamen and men-of-war. 

4692. Now the Company take up a different class of ships 
for single vbyages ?—Yes, they do. 

4693. Is there any distinction between the Act as to the 
class of ships which they are permitted to take up for six 
voyages ?—I cannot speak as to the precise terms of the Act; 
but f should imagine that the legislature have no motive in 
circumscribing the conduct of the Company in the management 
of their commerce, and that any Acts which have been framed 
for the government of the Company in taking up their ships have 
been most likely from the petition of the East-India Company, 
and that they have in fact framed the Act themselves. 

4694. Can you give any reason for the difference of the class 
of ships which the Company take up for their single voyages ? 
—I am not positively aware of it; I believe the East-India 
Company prefer large ships from many considerations; they 
may perhaps consider them more available for other purposes. 

4695. It appears, by reference to the Minutes of Evidence 
taken before the Lords in the year 1821, that it was then stated 
by Mr. Grant that there were tenders to the East-India Com¬ 
pany for forty-eight ships, of the aggregate burthen of 24,350 
tons, the highest rate of freight not exceeding £12. 10$., the 
lowest not more than £7 ; the whole making an average together 
not exceeding €9. 16$. 10 d, per ton; that the Company obtained 
the tonnage they required from the quantity offered upon that 
occasion at the average rate of £8. 4$. 8 cl. per ton ; do you 
know what the Company were paying in the year 1821 for 
ships that were chartered by themselves?—I do not see any 
ship taken up in 1821; but here is one in 1822, the Bombay; 
and here is one in September 1819, the Duchess of Athol, 1330 
tons, £25. 10$.; then here is the Hythe, 1333, taken up about 
the same time, £25. 9$. 

4696. Does not part of those high charges arise from the 
expensive equipment of those ships ?— Possibly part of them 
may arise from that; they are certainly equipped in a superior 
manner to what ordinary merchantmen are. 

4697. Do you see any necessity for that extra equipment ?— 
I should imagine, in a commercial point of view, the question 
resolves itself into what the underwriters consider to be desirable 
or not desirable ; because if they w ill insure your ship and cargo 
&t the same rate as the other ship, which is taken up less ex¬ 
pensively, you gain nothing as a merchant; if they will not 
estimate the Company’s ships any safer for this additional equip¬ 
ment, there will be no gain in the more expensive equipment. 

4698. Is it the fact that the underwriters estimate them both 
at the Mime rate ?—They do. 



6 May 1330. 


Captain 

W % Maxell* 





Captain 
W. Mtnfield. 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-IN0IA AFFAIRS : 

4609, Do you attribute the higher rate of freight at which 
the Company take up ships for six voyages to the absence of 
competition ?—Mainly. 

4700. Is there more competition in cases in which they take 
up ships for a single voyage ?—Undoubtedly* 

4701. How is that accounted for?—The ships taken up for 
single voyages are all of an inferior size. 

4702. Then it is not worth a shipbuilder's while to under¬ 
take the building of the class of ship which the Company take 
up for six voyages, unless he is pretty certain of employment 
for it?—I should imagine they never build one without the in¬ 
tention of their being engaged in the Company's service *, I 
believe they are all built expressly for the service. 

4703. Are you not aware that when advertisements are 
thrown out for tenders for ships to be built for the service, there 
are always a great many more offered than are required ?—I 
am not aware of the fact. 

4704. How then can you state that there is no competition ? 
—It may be the case in some instances, that when advertise¬ 
ments are thrown out there maybe some competition ; but in 
the hypothetical case I have put of a ship built at Penang, 
there could be no competition, and that case was founded on 
fact. 

4705. The question refers to ships built in England; do you, 
or do you not, know that upon advertisements being thrown out 
for the hire of ships for six voyages to be built, there are always 
ten offers for one ship required ?—I am not, of course, aware 
of the number of tenders, because it could not have come within 
my observation. 

4706. How can you state that there is no competition in 
ships of this nature ?—I believe ray statement has gone as to 
ships in existence, not as to building. 

4707. Are the contracts for ships for six voyages always 
contracts for ships to be built ?—Of course. In answering the 
question I only speak from hearsay, but I believe they are often 
made for ships partially built or building. 

4708. Are you acquainted with the Act of 58 Geo. III. c. 83, 
upon the subject of shipping ?—I am cursorily. 

4709. Are you aware that the Act prescribes regulations for 
the advertisement for tenders for hiring ships, and also that it 
prescribes that ships shall be taken tip for not less than six 
voyages, except in cases of unforeseen exigency, in which case 
the Company may take them up for one voyage only ?—Yes, I 
am aware of that Act. 

4710. Do not the answers you have given respecting the 
cheaper mode of the East-India Company obtaining freight con¬ 
template the doing away with the Act of Parliament ?—Un- 
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; I consider the Act of Parliament as obtained at the 6 May 1830, 
request of the East-India Company, probably upon petition to 
the House of Commons. 


4711. Upon what ground do you consider that?—Because I 
consider it a question in which the state have little interest 
besides that of enabling the Company to trade to the best ad-- 
vantage. I consider the interests of this country are implicated 
in the best management of the East-India Company. 

4712. You have stated that the East-India Company engage 
more freight than their employment requires, upon what ground 
have you made that statement ? In referring to the paper laid 
before the Court of Proprietors, I see the quantum of cargo put 
on board, and my own personal experience informs me that the 
ships formerly, which sailed for Bombay on a voyage to China, 
were only half-laden on the Company’s account; therefore I 
presume there was more tonnage than they required. 

4713. Might it not be the case, that though the voyage from 
Bombay to China might not have required all the tonnage that 
wu 3 engaged, yet that the Company required the whole tonnage 
home from China ?——It might be so ; but I conceive if a ship is 
to lose a number of tons of cargo, say one-third of her whole 
tonnage, by such management, it would be economy to let her 
go away with her whole cargo to make two returns to China; 
but to meet the contingency the agents of the East-India Com¬ 
pany might have let the tonnage from Bombay to China; they 
need not have lost by it as merchants. 

4714. Are you not aware that the tonnage which the Com¬ 
pany do not require is let to captains and officers ? T am not 
aware that it was done during the time I was in India ; il it is 
let, it has been let since the period to which I advert. 

4715. Do you conceive that the high rate per ton of the six- 
voyage ships arises from the small number of those ships in 
existence, and from the Company being in the hands of the 
ship-owners ?—That certainly is very much my impression ; and 
I believe if reference be had to the history of the East-India 
Company, it will be found that those ships were some of them 
owned by the Directors ; that was found very objectionable, be¬ 
cause it increased the expence of the ships*. 


Captain 
IV. MaxjiehU 


4716. How long was that ago ?—I cannot say. 


4717. Are not some of the ships built and fitted out for the 
East-India Company owned by near relatives of the Directors? 
-Yes. 


4718. Are not all the ships engaged by the Company taken 
up by public tender?—The Act enjoins that they shall he. 


4719. Have you any reason to believe that the Act is vio¬ 
lated ?—No. 


EVIDENCE ON EA'ST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

4720. Is it not a condition in the Act that the lowest offer 
shall be the one accepted ?—I: believe it is. 

W. Mayfield. 4721. Would, therefore, the circumstance of a relation of a 
Director being an offerer he a reason for rejecting the ship, 
supposing that was the cheapest tender ?—I have not implied 
that it would be. 

4722. Is it the fact that the rates paid by the Company are 
very considerably higher than the rates paid by the fair trader ? 
—Immensely different. 

43"2S. Do you mean to say that the freight of a ship, such as 
a 1200-ton ship, engaged for warfare arid lor commerce, is to 
be compared with the freight of a ship of 500 tons engaged for 
a single voyage to bring home cargo from India?-—My calcula¬ 
tion of the comparative saving is made on papers laid before 
the Court of Proprietors ; and I should myself, if I had a ship, 
conceive myself most fortunate in having it engaged for six 
voyages certain, in the same manner that I should prefer letting 
a house for six years certain instead of one. 

4724. Do you think a ship-owner would be a prudent man 
who should make an engagement for the six voyages at the pre¬ 
sent low rate of freight ?—That is a question that would resolve 
itself into what the man contemplated he could do with his 
ship ; however, I think the East-Irulia Company would benefit 
considerably if they never took up ships for more than one 
voyage at a time, and if they trusted more to the market 
abroad for part of their return-freight if they could, because 
they might very frequently engage ships in India at a much 
lower rate. 

4725. Are you not aware that the Company do engage ships 
in India to bring home part of their tonnage ?—I am aware 
of it. 

4726. Do you think it would be prudent to trust entirely to 
the chance of tonnage home?— Not entirely. 

4727. Do you think that in case of war the supply of tea 
required for this country could be conveyed with us much safety 
and regularity in ordinary merchant ships as in the Company s 
ships, armed as at present ?—Undoubtedly. 

4728. Will you refer to the Act of the 58th Geo. III. c. 83, 
cl. 3 ; does not that clause empower the Directors to take up 
ships which have performed their contract for six voyages in 
the service of the Company for any number of voyages which 
the discretion of the Court of Directors shall think fit?—It does 
for a limited number of voyages, according to the discretion of 
the Court of Directors. 

4729. Are you able to state whether there are many ships 
of that description ?— No ; I dare say there are some. 

4730. Are they not, in point of fact, freighted at lower rate; 
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ose engaged for six voyages ?—I believe the ships en- 
for the conveyance of tea to North America are some of 
that class. 

4731. Do you not conceive that, in the event of a tender for 
a certain number of ships, the contractor might very naturally 
look to the prices which have been paid for the last few years in 
making his tender ?—Yes, I should think so, 

4732. Do you. conceive that the limitation by law of the Com¬ 
pany s dividend to 10^ per cent, per annum operates beneficially 
or otherwise in conducting their commerce?—I cannot imagine 
any benefit it confers ; and I should rather be induced to be¬ 
lieve that when you take away the motive to acquire any advan- 
tage, you remove half the inducement for economy. 

4733. Were you with the late Sir Stamford Raffles when he 
formed the settlement at Singapore in the year 1809?—I was. 

4734. What number of inhabitants did you find at Sincapore 
when you first arrived ?—They were principally fishermen ; it 
was a small fishing village. 

4735. How long did you continue at Sincapore ? —I remained 
there several months, riding guard. 

4736. How soon after the British fleet was erected did the new 
settlers begin to arrive ?—Daily. 

4737. Did the Chinese come there ?— In great numbers. 

4738. Had you considerable intercourse with the Chinese 
colonists ?-•-Yes, constantly; I met with them in every island of 
the Eastern Archipelago. 

4739. Did you consider them a commercial people?—Pecu¬ 
liarly so. 

4740. Do you know' any thing of the Chinese junks that navi¬ 

gate those seas ?—Yes; I captured two Chinese junks in the 
Straits of Caspar coming from Batavia, bound to Amoy : very 
largejunks. * * 

4741. Had (hey valuable cargoes on hoard ?—-Their cargoes 
were valued by papers we found on board at between £500 and 
£600 sterling. 

4742. Was there any trade at Sincapore when you were first 
acquainted with it ?—Nothing ; except a trade in fish and some 
trifling trade of that sort. 

4743. Have you ever perceived any injury to the various 
establishments of the East-India Company from the influence of 
their commercial transactions ?—I certainly conceive their com¬ 
mercial transactions operate particularly to the injury at least of 
one of their establishments, and possibly of many others, but 
certainly to the injury of the Bombay marine. 

4744. Were not the Company’s military marine sometimes 



6 May 1830. 


Captain 
W, Alax/ield . 


miSTffy 



Captain 
W, Max field. 
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put under the orders of their commercial marine ?—Constantly^ 
by the Court of Directors’ orders. 

4745. What was the object of that?—I cannot determine, ex¬ 
cept that the Court of Directors always exhibited a strong pre¬ 
dilection to make their merchant-ships as warlike as possible, 
and their men-of-war as commercial as possible. 

4746. Do you conceive the exorbitant freight paid by the 
Company to increase the territorial charges of India ?—Un¬ 
doubtedly. 

4747. In what way?—Of course the military stores sent out 
to India for the different establishments, the tonnage of Which 
is very considerable, and which comes under the head of political 
tonnage, if charged at the rate paid to their ships, instead of the 
rate at which it might be sent out, augments the expence in the 
ratio of the freights, and it increases the territorial charges in no 
small degree. 

4748. Do you conceive that the opening of the free trade 
has been beneficial to India, or the reverse ?—Undoubtedly 
beneficial. 


1Mr.W. Waif ml. 


Lunce , 10° die Maij 1839. 

Mr. WILLIAM WALFOIID called in, and examined. 

10 May 1830. 4749. You have been an agent for the manufacturers of long 

ells ?—I have. 

4750,. Have you been engaged long in that business ?—All 
my life. 

4751. And your family before you?—And my father and 
grandfather before me. 

4752. Have you been in the habit of selling long ells to the 
East-Xndia Company ? —I have. 

4753. And also to the American traders and their agents ? 
—Yes. 

4754. What has been the practice of the Americans in pur¬ 
chasing long ells; have they been in the habit of purchasing 
those which have been rejected by the Company ?—I have fre¬ 
quently sold them the rejected goods of the Company. 

4755. Do you know why the Company reject those goods?— 
They have been rejected from various causes; as being light, as 
being of an inferior quality, narrow sometimes. 

4756. Have the Americans paid you a lower price for the arti¬ 
cles in consequence of their inferiority ?—They have paid a lower 
price for them. 

4757. Does the inferiority of price bear reference to the com- 
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.par^rive. inferiority of quality ?—Yes, always bearing that pro- 10 
porp'on, Mr , 

4758. Have any other goods been made within your know¬ 
ledge purposely for the American trade ?—I know that I have 
had goods made, and I know that others have had goods made 
lighter for them. 

4759. Then the Committee is to understand, that the Ameri¬ 
cans have goods made of an inferior quality than those which 
the Company export ?—To my knowledge they have purchased 
goods which were made lighter; I do not know that they were 
made lighter expressly for them, but they were made lighter, and 
they purchased them. 

4760. Was not the Company in the habit formerly of purchas¬ 
ing a superior quality at the price of 50s. apiece?—Yes; for 
many years together they used to purchase a quality called 
supers, almost the fabric of kerseymere, and they paid a propor¬ 
tion of 35 per cent, higher for them. 

4761. Do you know for what cause that has been discon¬ 
tinued?-No, I never heard. 

4762. Are you able to state whether the Company was in the 
habit of purchasing three descriptions of quality, distinguished 
by a striped, green, and red heading or ferrill, each differing 2s, 
in price the one from the other; the striped being the finest, and 
the red the lowest quality ?—Yes. 

4763. Do you know- that they now have ceased to send those 
various sorts, but have entirely confined their purchases to the 
green heading, the middling quality?—Entirely. 

4764. What has been the description principally purchased 
by the Americans ?—They have been distinguished by their 
green heading, considering that they bought the same quality ; 
the inferior goods which they have purchased have had the same 
heading. 

4765. Are you aware that the Company have made various 
experiments to purchase other articles, some at a higher price 
and some at a lower, with a view to push the manufactures of 
this -country into China?—I have known them to make several 
experiments of that nature. I recollect their purchasing, for 
two or three years, long ells, costing about one-third less than 
those green headings; they bought for two or three years to 
the amount of about 20,000 long ells per annum, of that quality. 

4766. As far. as your information goes, have they discontinued 
it?—They have discontinued it, I know. 

4767. Have the Company been endeavouring to supply them¬ 
selves from Yorkshire within your knowledge ?—I have known 
them make two experiments in purchasing long ells in Y ork¬ 
shire : one year they contracted for 20,000 pieces; and I be¬ 
lieve they did not find the contract completed. 
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4768. Do you happen to know what was the Reason ol 
failure?—I think the inspector said they did not consider them 
long ells ; they were not a good imitation of the article. 

4760. From your knowledge of the dealings of the Company, 
can you state whether it was the Company’s practice to pur¬ 
chase by tender from agents, which latterly has been done by 
open competition among the manufacturers ?—When they first 
commenced purchasing long ells, they purchased from the 
agents; the agents used to tender; there were three or four 
agents only at that time. For the last ten or fifteen years they 
have sent circulars once a quarter round to the manufacturers 
themselves ; the manufacturers send, individually, answers to 
those tenders. 

4770. Do you believe that any great combination exists 
among the large manufacturers ? —I think that some of the large 
manufacturers, w ho possess mills and large capital, have an 
understanding one with the other; but I consider that is de¬ 
feated by the numerous smaller ones, who are also tendering at 
the same time, and who have no connection or understanding 
with them, and who are opposed to them in fact. 

477.1. You think there is a sufficient and ample com¬ 
petition ?—I think it impossible for a combination to exist among 
them, 

4772. Are not the prices of long ells now ver}' considerably 
low'er than they were known to be before ?—Certainly ; people 
used to consider that the price of the green heading used to vary 
from 33 . 9 . to 35s, for ten to fifteen years together; the Company 
have lately purchased them between 18 s. and 19* a piece. 

4773. What, in your opinion, is the effect of the Company’s 
systetn of purchasing goods; do they pay dearer, or are they 
more cheaply supplied than private merchants by that mode of 
competition ?—I should think they are supplied cheaper; I 
charge a less commission. 

4774. Are not the purchasers alw r ays sure of their money 
from the Company ?— Certainly; I charge two and a half per 
cent, guarantee with a private merchant, where a credit is given, 
which is not charged on goods sold to the Company; and I also 
charge a smaller commission on the Company’s goods, because 
of the magnitude of the business. 

4775. Have you any means of knowing whether the A merican 
merchants pay agent’s or broker s commission for buying goods ? 
— I have always understood that they do; 1 know, at first, some 
of them did employ agents. 

4776. Has any attempt been made to introduce long ells into 
China through Russia?*—I tried it myself once. 

4777. Did it succeed ?—No, it did not. 

4778. Have you any reason to know the cause df thb 
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The gentleman to whose care 1 entrusted them is rtow fO 
•»gl-a»d ; mid he said it was the immense distance over land ^ 
that operated against it, and there was a fabric in Russia very 1 
similar to it, nearer the frontiers of China, 

477$. Does the Russian tariff affect it in any way?—I should 
think it would, 1 was in conversation with this gentleman on 
Saturday, who had just received a new Russian tariff, in which 
there was a considerable augmentation of duties on British 
manufactures; and he stated that Prussian cloths were actually 
sent through Russia to China, and that the duties exacted upon 
them by the Russian government were very much lower than 
those upon British, 

4780. You are aware that the Company have a strict exami¬ 
nation of every article that they purchase ?—I am perfectly 
aware of it, 

478L The effect of which is to establish a character for those 
exports, which, under the Company's mark, go all through 
China?—I have always been told that it was kept up with that 
view, that a bale of the Company’s goods with their mark need 
not be opened. 

4782: Have you been concerned in dyeing for the Company, 
and also for private merchants ? —I was a partner in a dye-house 
in the neighbourhood of London, which was employed by the 
Company. 

4783. Have you been in the habit of dyeing for the American 
traders ?—I have. 

4784. Do they always require the same quantity of dye, and 
the same attention to the article as the Company ?—They were 
not so particular about the quality of the dye. In some colours 
they differed. In dyeing scarlets there is what is called a three- 
quarter scarlet, which is only three-fourths of the depth in colour 
of the other scarlet. They used to have that, and the price was 
proportionally lower; we used to charge them three-fourths of 
the price of the Company’s scarlet. There is a great deal ot 
difference in inspecting goods after they are dyed. In inspect- 
ing by private merchants, burls and other imperfections were 
passed over without any minute inspection, all which is done by 
the Company’s inspectors* who are persons employed on 
purpose. 

4785. Do you consider the best cloths to be the West- 
country cloths, or the Yorkshire manufacture?—It has been 
but of late years that the East-Tndia Company have at all 
adopted the, cloths made in Yorkshire, and which were made in 
imitation of the West-country cloths at first, and they arc not 
considered, I believe, at this moment so good. 

4786. Has the Company of late shown any disposition to buy 
cloths already dyed?—They have purchased cloths already 
dyed of the Yorkshire manufacturers. 
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4787. Has the proportion rejected been considerable to the 
proportion received ?—I believe the proportion of the rejections 

MrJK reU ford. lias beeft very ] ar ge. 

4788. Do you know what has become of the rejected cloths 
of the Company ?—I believe they have always been sold at a 
lower price. I was offered 1,000 pieces last year by one manu¬ 
facturer, which I refused. 

4789. Is not the Company’s practice generally to buy cloths 
in white?—It always used to be their plan. 

4790. Are not imperfections in the article better perceived in 
white than after it has been dyed ?—Decidedly ; there are 
imperfections wliich the colours will hide, and which affect 
the quality of the cloth; it improves the appearance of the 
quality. 

4791. Is the mode of dyeing not so good in Yorkshire as it is 
in London ?—I do not think the Yorkshire dyeing so good as the 
London dyeing. 

4792. Under the close inspection of the goods by the Com¬ 
pany, have you ever found the Company severe and unreason¬ 
able in their examination, so as to bear hardly upon the manu¬ 
facturers ?—I do not think l ever did. 

4793. Do you consider the Company are desirous of economy 
in the arrangement of their business ?—I have always found them 
so as long as they could secure a superiority of the articles which 
they were shipping ; they always appeared to direct their atten¬ 
tion to economy. 

4794. Have you any knowledge of the practice of dyeing long 
ells purple without cochineal ?—I have. When it was first 
adopted by the Company, I had not at that time one of their 
shares of dyeing, but I offered to do the whole of their purple 
long ells in the season of 1806 without cochineal. I undertook 
at that time a contract for the dyeing of 30,000 long ells with¬ 
out cochineal; that was a saving of £15,000 to the Company on 
one season. 

4795. Was it found to answer/—It has been continued ever 
since. 

4796. Are you aware what quantity of lac has been imported 
from India in the last ten years ?—The average importation of 
the last three or four years has been from 2,000 to 2,500 chests; 
before that it was larger. 

4797. What has been the effect of this increased importation 
upon the price ?—The price is very much lower than it was. 

4798. What is the exportation annually ?—I believe from 200 
to 300 chests; there is some goes to France direct. 

4799. Is not lac an article of export from the East-Indies ?— 
It is a manufacture of the East-Indies. 

4800. Where does the cochineal come from?—From South 
America. 
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fel. So that tlie effect has been to encourage an export from 10 M* 

?—The effect has been to exclude the use of cochineal in ^ fatM* 
woollen dyeing throughout England. I recollect purchasing the 
first lac dye that came to the country; fifteen or twenty chests. 

4802. Do you mean that it has effected an entire exclusion, or 
only partial ?—I believe an entire exclusion. I he India Com¬ 
pany adopted it among the first, and it is used alone now in their 
manufactures. 

480$. You stated you had a share in the, Company's dyeing ; 
will you explain what you mean by a share?—It was divided 
into thirty-six proportions or shares. 

4804. In. what way did you obtain that share of the Company's 

dyeing ?_They appointed me to that share in the year after I 

contracted for that large quantity of purple. 

4805. Was that by competition among all the dyers ?—The 
other dyers refused to undertake those purples. 

4806. Do you know in what way that dyeing was apportioned 
to the parties who took it; was there an advertisement and a 
tender ?—There was a tender, but no advertisement; the appor¬ 
tionment of the business was made by the Company. 

4807. In this case, was there any competition with respect to 
the dyeing of the cloths ?—There was a tender. 

4808. In what way were you apprized that there was a certain 
quantity of cloths to be dyed by the Company ?—Because they 
dyed them annually. 

4809. Is there an annual tender for the dyeing of cloths ?— 

There is. 

481,0. In what way is that made public?—I believe it is by 
notice sent round from the Buying-office at the India-House to 
the different dyers. 

4811. Is it sent to the dyers only that have a share of the 
Company's business?—It is sent to them only. 

4812. When were you first appointed to a share ?—-In the year 
1807. 

4813. Do there still continue to be thirty-six dyeing-houses, 
among whom the business of the Company is apportioned ? Nlo, 

I believe it is discontinued. I myself have discontinued it some 
years, in consequence of the falling off of quantity and the low 
prices. 

4814. Is it not the fact, that dyeing is done much more 
cheaply in Yorkshire than in London ?—It is difficulty to say 
whether it is cheaper, for it is not so well done; the prices are 
lower, I believe, 

4815. Can you state, for instance, what the price for dyeing 
woollens is in London ?—I do not know ; I have not turned my 
attention to it for the last four or five years. 
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4816* You stated, that the long ells now purchased bj toe 
M w Company are at much lower prices than they used to be for- 

W, , u/o , ujQrjj; are the whole of the woollens purchased by the Com¬ 
pany lower in price now than they used to be ?—I should think 
they are. 

4817. Are you aware that there lias been a very considerable 
falling off in the export of woollens by the Company to China; 
for example, between 1810 and 1828?—I should think upon 
cloths there was not a falling off; upon long ells I should think 
there is. 

4818. If the Parliamentary Returns state that in 1810 there 
were 287,103 pieces exported by the Company, and in 1828 only 
123,317, you arc* not able to account for that difference?—The 
impression upon my mind was, that, the quantity of doth was 
rather increased, but that of long ells reduced; but I cannot 
explain the reason. 

4819. You stated that the Americans buy a lighter descrip- 
_ tion of long ells ; do you not imagine that they find that more 

suited to the China market, and therefore export it ?—I can¬ 
not say. 

4820. Are you aware that the export of woollens by the 
Americans to China has considerably increased?—1 should 
think it had not. 

4821. Was the dyeing carried on at a higher or lower rate of 
profit than that which prevailed in other branches of commercial 
adventure at the period when you were engaged in it ?—I gave 
it up, because it left little profit. 

4822. Are the conditions of contract imposed by the Com¬ 
pany so vexatious as to raise the price?—I never considered 
them vexatious ; I always considered them as necessary to pre¬ 
serve the quality of the goods they exported. 

4823. To what amount are their rejected cloths depreciated 
in price, if sold to merchants?—J was offered 1,000 pieces last 
year that had been rejected; and, as far as my recollection goes, 
they were offered at a reduction of about five per cent, from 
the contract price of the Company. 

4824. Did you ever experience any inconvenience from hav¬ 
ing cloths that you had furnished to the Company rejected ?—r 
have had them rejected. 

4825. Do they not often reject them for being a little lighter? 
—They do. 

4826. Is not it very difficult to act up to the exact letter of 
the Company's contract in a large order?—Not at all. 

4827. You stated that you had supplied considerable quan¬ 
tities of long ells to the Americans*, did you ever supply any 
to Messrs. Raring and Co. ?—I do not recollect that ever I did; 

I may have sold them to their agent. I believe that when they 
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went into tlio trade, they employed an agent to purchase 
for them. 

4828. Has It been your practice, when you have sold goods 
on American account, to pack those goods ? No, I nevei 
pack thorn. 

4829. Is it consistent with your knowledge what marks were 
put upon them ?-No, I have lost sight of them after they were 
delivered from my warehouse. 

4830. In cases where goods have been returned to you bv the 
East-India Company, on what terms have you been able to 
part with them ?-It depended entirely upon how inferior they 
were to the standard they ought to have been; it vanes from 
five to ten per cent.; perhaps not move than ten per cent. 

4831. Are the conditions imposed by the Company, upon a 
preparation of those goods under the contracts, such as to ven¬ 
der the manufacture of them much more difficult than foi a 
private merchant?—1 should think not; I have known one 
manufacturer have 10,000 long ells looked over or inspected, 
and not more than four or five pieces rejected. 

4832. In making a tender under those contracts of the Com¬ 
pany, do you take into the account, in your calculation, the 
conditions they impose?—I am only the agent of the manufac¬ 
turers, and they make the tenders; forme# the agents used to 
make the tenders, and we were never instructed by our munu- 
facturers to make any allowance for that. 

4838. As agents for those manufacturers, had you ever to 
answer the demands of private merchants ?—Continually ; it 
was part of my business. 

4834. Was there any difference between the tenders you 
made to private merchants and those to the Company, in point 
of price ?—There was no material difference. We would ra¬ 
ther sell to the Company, and perhaps would sell cheaper 
to them than to private merchants, because we were more se¬ 
cure of our money; and because at a private merchant &, 
where credit is given, l charge two and a half per cent, for a 
guarantee. 

4835. Then the conditions imposed by the Company, you 
conceive, have no effect in raising the price of the manufac¬ 
tures?—I never heard them complained of, till within those four 
or five years. 

4836. Is it the custom of the trade to sell the rejected arti¬ 
cles at their cost in the white state, supposing them to be 
dyed ?—The practice of the Company, until within these last 
four or five years, has been to buy the whole of their goods in 
the white state; the purchasing in the dyed state has been only 
lately introduced by them. What sacrifice they might make on 
those dyed goods that were rejected, I do not know. I know 
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that 1,000 cloths that were offered to me last year, were offered 
at a reduction of about five per cent. ; they were dyed, jptnd 
Afr. II l ! r afford. were scarlets and purples, and the value of the dyeing con¬ 

stituted a great deal more than the five per cent,, 

4837. Are you aware that, with the exception of broad 
cloths, there is a falling off in every article of woollens in the 
year 1828, as compared with 1810 ?—I have no means of 
referring to dates; I am aware that the Company’s export of 
long ells now is less than it was in former years. 

4838. Are you aware that in some years the export of long 
ells on American account has increased ?—I am not aware of 
that, rtov do I think it has increased in the proportion in which 
the Company’s has fallen off. I think that, last year, the Ame¬ 
rican exports decreased. 

Mr. WILLIAM IRELAND, called in, and examined. 

Mr. W, Ireland . 4839. You are a partner in the house of William Ireland and 

Company ?—I am. 

4840. Where do you carry on your business ?—In London 
in Aldermanbury, and in Gloucestershire at Clialford, near 
Stroud. 

4841. What description of cloths do you and your partners 
chiefly manufacture ?—Principally cloths adapted for the China 
market. 

4842. What do you call them ?—There are three descrip¬ 
tions ; the first are Spanish stripes, the second supers, and the 
third worsters. 

4843. What is the mode of supplying the East-India Com¬ 
pany ?—By contract. 

4844. Is it under contract offered to your house only, or to 
the public?—To all the respectable manufacturers either in 
Yorkshire or Gloucestershire. I have a circular which I re¬ 
ceived from the Company for a contract, inviting tenders from 
all the manufacturers. 

{The witness produced the same 

4845. Is it sent to all the respectable manufacturers?—I 
never knew it refused to any respectable manufacturer who 
made an application for it. 

4846. How long have you been in the habit of supplying 
cloths to the Company ?—Eleven years in my own firm : but I 
was seven years with Messrs. Fryer and Telford. 

4847. In this circular are there any clauses more or less ob¬ 
jectionable in your opinion ?—I do not apprehend there are; at 
least I have not had any complain., from my connections respect¬ 
ing the clauses. 

4848. Particularly with reference to the 3d, 5th, 7th, 8th, 
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u^^u, , do you apprehend they are essential to protect the 10 
Company from being imposed upon, and put to great incon- ^ ~ 
ven'iences ?*—I think they are ; the third clause respects the 
weight and length of the cloth. 



4849. All of which is ascertained by overlookers appointed 
by the Company ?—It is. 


4850. Do you consider that they are judges of cloth ?—I 
consider them very good judges of cloth. 

4851. Do they ever reject without proper cause, in your 
opinion ?—I think there is frequently cause for a great many 
more rejections than there are. 

4852. In the event of a trifling difference in quality being 
found, is it the practice of the Company to take it, giving the 
turn to the manufacturer ?—It lias been the practice with me 
and my connections. 

4853. In the event of any cloths being rejected by the Com¬ 
pany, how have you disposed of them?-*—I think the first se¬ 
rious objections were in 1819 and 1320; they were Spanish 
stripes; and I disposed of them to Mr. Henry Hughes, who 
afterwards disposed of them to Mr. Everett for shipping through 
the Americans to China. 


4854. Were they inferior in quality ? -They were inferior in 
quality; and we sold them at a considerable loss. 


4855. At what loss ?—'The contract price of the Company 
at that time was £18. 15s. per piece; and I sold the rejected 
cloths to Mr. Everett and Mr. Hughes at that period at 
£11.14s., which was £2. Is. per piece loss upon them. 

4856. Were those dyed cloths or white ?— fliey were white. 
The Company always purchased in white then; it is only very 
recently they have purchased dyed cloths ; the last year was 
the first season they have purchased the whole quantity or Spa¬ 
nish stripes dyed. 

4857. When you were in the habit of offering goods to the 
Company, did the conditions of the contract impose upon you 
the necessity of putting an extra price upon the article ?~I 
should conceive not; at all events, we never lay on an extra 
price for them. I always go down previous to the contract 
taking place, arid consult with my partners, because we aie 
guided entirely by the state of the wool market; I have never 
known that we have laid on any thing for extra risk, m conse¬ 
quence of the Company’s conditions. 

4858. Is not the mode of payment by the Company in ready 
money at a certain time after delivery? Vie consider the 
Company’s payment preferable to any other, because we can 
calculate to an hour on getting the money, provided we fulfil 
our part of the contract. 

4 R 
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4S59« Do you find that those contracts in any way give you 
'Ireland. ™ ore * T0U ^° * n se llhig the Company than in selling to indi¬ 
viduals?—I do not; in fact 1 had a very recent instance to the 
contrary, by the last fleet that went out to China; I had a great 
deal more difficulty in supplying 200 ends of cloth to an indivi¬ 
dual tiiat shipped them for one of the captains, than I ever had 
even with the Company. 

4800, Do you know whether the Company have increased 
or decreased their orders of late?—When 1 first commenced 
the business in 1819, the Company shipped 7,000 pieces, which 
is 14,000 ends; they used to buy them at that period in whole 
cloths, now they buy them in ends; they have increased their 
purchase of Spanish striped cloths to 24,000 ends ; they first 
increased about the year 1824 to 10,000 pieces, and since that 
period they have increasecUo 12,000 pieces. There was also 
an increase of the supers at that period: there were 2,00(1 
pieces of supers contracted for ; there are now 3,000 contracted 
for, which go to China. 

4861. All those articles have been supplied from Gloucester¬ 
shire ?—The greater part of those articles were supplied from 
Gloucestershire; some few from the Yorkshire manufactories, 
but very few. 

4862. Has not this increase of the Company's exports been 
very beneficial to the labouring classes and the manufacturers ? 
~~I can only speak as to my own district. Had it not been for 
the Company s trade last winter, 1 am perfectly satisfied that 
some hundreds of our people must have starved, for the poor's 
rate would not have supported them at all. I am speaking of 
the parish of Bisley. 

4863. Have you found the Company arbitrary in their deal¬ 
ings with you?—-I have had no reason to complain of the Com¬ 
pany. I find them just in their dealings; and I am satisfied that if 
we had not the restrictions in the circulars we have, the Com¬ 
pany would be very much imposed upon. 

4864. What restrictions do you mean ?—-I mean with respect 
to weight and length. 

4865. You have stated that the ultimate disposition of the 
Company’s rejected broad cloths was for the American market ? 
—It was, some few years ago. About fifteen years ago, there was 
a demand for this description of cloths for pelisses; they were 
bought up by the job-houses, who supplied Cranbourn-alley and 
that neighbourhood; but recently that demand has been'done 
away with, and better cloth is made use of. 

4866. Is it within your knowledge that when the Company’s 
circulars are issued, the manufacturers meet together to fix the 
price at which to tender ?~Such a thing has been attempted 
some years ago, but the manufacturers are of such a jealous dis¬ 
position that it is impossible for them ever to unite together; 
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7 particular are we, that I generally leave London on the 10 May 
jfft on which we make the tender, and I am closeted with my 
partners all the day. We never could combine together. 

4867. Is it your opinion, that the Company buy under an 
open competition at the lowest possible price?—I am satisfied 
or it. I have been cut out of supplying many hundred pieces 
of 34 yards, by Id. or 2d. per piece of doth. 

4868. You have stated that there has been an increase in 
the export on the part of the Company of Spanish stripes and 
supers ; are you aware whether there has been a decrease or an 
increase in their export of other species of woollen goods ?—I 
am not. 

4869. Are you not aware that the quantity exported by the 
Company of long ells, camlets, and worleys, has considerably 
decreased during that period ?—l am not. 

4870. You reside in London ?—I do. 

4871. Can you state what number of the fine woollen manu* 
facturers in Gloucestershire make tender to the East-Xndia Com¬ 
pany for their contracts?—-A great many of therm do. Messrs. 

Stanton and Sons tender regularly; Messrs. Macleans, of Stan¬ 
ley Mill, tender regularly. 

4872. Do the parties that make these tenders to the East- 
India Company carry on an extensive business for other parties ? 

—They do, very extensive. I should think Messrs. Stantons 
have the best business in fine cloths in the county of Gloucester. 

4878. Can superfine or Spanish striped cloths be dyed in 
Gloucestershire at as low a price as they can in London?— 

Lower, I conceive. 

4874. Do you know whether they can dye as cheap in Glou¬ 
cestershire as they can in Yorkshire ?-—I think quite as cheap, 
because the Yorkshire people competed with us, and we have 
beaten them out of the market. The last contract they did not 
get a single yard of it; and one of the principal Yorkshire con¬ 
tractors, whom I met this morning, told me that he should not 
compete at all the next contract. 

4875. In answer to question 2966, Mr. Dixon stated that the 
London price for dyed Spanish striped cloths, purple, is 2s. 4 d* 
pel yard, and in Yorkshire Is. 6d .; can you inform the Com¬ 
mittee whether to your knowledge that statement is correct or 
no ?—I cannot; but I can state what the public dyers in Glou¬ 
cestershire charge for dyeing Spanish striped cloths purple; 
their price is 44 s. for dyeing a piece of purple of 84 yards, less 
five per cent., which reduces it to 42$.; and it appears by Mr. 

Dixon’s evidence that the Yorkshire price is 51s. 

4876. Will you look at the statement in Mr. Dixon’s evidence 
in page 310; should you have any objection to make out a 
statement like that of your prices?—I have no objection to give 
the public dyers’ prices in Gloucestershire, but I could not give 
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you my own, because it is blended with the state of the manu¬ 
facture. f believe we are the only house that dye the whole of 
our colours, and finish the whole of our cloth upon our own 
premises; for when I found that the Company had altered their 
system, I went down and engaged a London dyer to reside 
there for the purpose of dyeing. 

4877. Is every cloth you supply the Company with dyed?—It is. 

4878. Upon what occasion was it you took that step ?—When 
the Company commenced buying ail their cloths dyed and finished. 

4879. Are you speaking of cloth that is dyed in the wool or dyed 
in the piece ?—I am speaking of cloth that is dyed in the piece. 

4880. Will you look at the statement given by Mr. Dixon, of 
the Yorkshire prices, and make any observation which occurs to 
you respecting it?—In the first place, I observe that the first 
colour mentioned here is higher by 9s. a piece than the Glou¬ 
cestershire price. For the black al$o, we pay 6s. a piece for 
dyeing blacks, and 1‘see the Yorkshire price is 1%. 4^. 

4881. Are you aware of the fact that the woollen trade is to 
a certain degree leaving Gloucestershire, and going to York- 
shire ?—Some of the fine trade is, but a portion of it has come 
back again. With respect to the scarlet, the Gloucestershire 
price is 37s., and I find that the Yorkshire price is 48$. 2d, 

4882. Will you prepare a statement of the Gloucestershire 
prices of dyeing, for the information of the Committee, similar to 
that furnished by Mr. Dixon of the Yorkshire prices ?—I will. 

[ The witness delivered in thefollo'voing pajrtrs, which were ready as 
JbUows: ] 

A Statement of Prices for Dyeing 100 Pieces of Spanish Stripe Cloths, 

of thirty four yards each, in Gloucestershire, with the Proportions of each 

Colour shipped by the East-India Company, by the Gloucestershire Dyers. 


28 

25 

15 

8 

14 

; 

l 

l 

i 


£, s. d. 

Purple...at 2 4 0 each 

Black. 0 6 0 

Scarlet (Lac). 1 17 0 

Brown.* 1 17 0 

Mazarine Blue .. 1 10 0 

Light Blue... 1 U 0 

Asl). 1 0 0 

Green. 1 10 0 

Yellow. 1 0 0 


100 Pieces of Cloth... £ 


Deduct five per cent, discount for two 1 
months’bill ..*. . 

Average per piece £1. 7 s, 8| d, £ 


«£. s, d, 
01 12 0 
7 10 0 

27 15 0 
14 10 0 
21 0 0 
10 :i 0 
1 0 0 
1 10 0 
1 0 0 


146 6 0 
7 6 0 


139 0 0 


Wm. IeelanD. 
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.jbment of Mr. A. Dixon's Prices for Dyeing i00 Pieces of Spanish 10 I 

_ r r!pe Cloths in Yorkshire, with the Proportions of each Colour shipped 
ifi every 100 Cloths of thirty-four yards long, by the East-India Com- Mr* W* Ireland, 
pany. 


28 

Purple. 

£. 
.at 2 

s* 

11 

d. 

0 each 

£. s. 
71 8 

d* 

0 

25 

Black..... 


11 

4 

14 3 

4 

15 

Scarlet (Lac) .. 


8 

2 

86 2 

6 

8 

Brown..... 


5 

6 

10 4 

0 

14 

Mazarine Blue . 


2 

8 

15 17 

4 

7 

Light Blue. 

.. 1 

2 

8 

7 18 

8 

1 

Ash. . 


U 

4 

0 11 

4 

1 

Green ... 


17 

0 

0 17 

0 

1 

Yellow....... 


14 

0 

0 14 

0 

100 Pieces of Cloth, averaging *. 

. £1 

10 

0! 

157 16 

2 





♦ Wm. Ireland. 



WILLIAM ASTELL, Esq. a Member of the Committee, de- tr.AsteU , ; 

Jivered in the following Paper, which was read, as follows: 


M.P. 


Contrast of the Prices which Mr. Abraham Dixon, in his Evidence be¬ 
fore the Committee of the House of Commons on East-India Affairs, 
(9th March 1830) p. 310, states to be paid to the London Dyers for the 
East-India Company’s Assortment of Superfine Spanish Stripes; and the 
last Prices paid by the Company for Dyeing to tiie London Dyers. 




1 

Dyeing and Setting. 

. East-India 

Proportion 
in too. 


Mr. Dixon. 

Company’* PHces, 

! 20th Feb. ]$&, 
being the btet 
London Contract. 

1 




£. s . d . 

£. g. d. 

28 

f Purple, per whole cloth of \ 

3 19 0 

! 3 11 9 

l thirty-four yards .J 

25 

Black... 

0 19 0 

1 1 9 

15 

Lac Scarlet. .. 

3 11 6 

3 4 7 

14 

Mazarine Blue .... .. 

2 116 

2 13 9 

8 

Dark Brown ...*.. 

1 9 0 

2 5 9 

7 

Light Blue ... 

1 9 0 

2 3 9 

1 

Ash colour. 

0 19 0 

1 5 9 

1 

Saxon Green. 

not stated. 

2 0 9 

1 

Deep Yellow... 

not stated. 

1 13 9 

100 Cloths. 
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EVIDENCE ON EAST-INDIA AFFAIRS: 

JAMES COSMO MELVILL, Esq. again called in 
further examined. 

4883. In jour answer to question 4298, in p. 593, you say, 
“ that combining ordinary usage, as respects interest being 
included in the invoice charges, with the parliamentary enact¬ 
ment, the upset price of the tea should include interest from 
the time of the first expenditure to the time when the sale pro¬ 
ceeds of the teas are realized.” This may be the practice and 
the mode of computation pursued by a private merchant; but 
will you explain in what way it seems to you that the parlia¬ 
mentary enactment, to which you have referred, gives power to 
the Company to charge interest prior to the arrival of the tea in 
England ?—The parliamentary enactment authorizes the Com¬ 
pany to charge prime cost and the charges of importation. If 
interest were not included up to the period of arrival, I appre¬ 
hend it would not be the prime cost and charges, but prime cost 
and charges minus interest, because the public in that case 
would have the free use of the Company's capital, which I 
never can believe was intended. 

4884. In answer to question 4300, p. 594, you say, “ that 
the charge which the Company make of interest under the 
Commutation Act is for eighteen months; and you ha/e ascer¬ 
tained that the average period that the tea is in warehouse here 
is twenty months.” Why does the Company resort to a mode 
of charging interest which, according to your statement, is less 
advantageous than if you charged interest for the period that 
the tea is in warehouse here; and the Committee put this 
question the more especially, because that which you state 
would be the most advantageous for the Company would, it is 
evident, be in stricter conformity with the wording of the Com¬ 
mutation Act ?—At the period that the Company determine to 
put up the tea to sale, they cannot possibly say how long ail of 
it will remain in warehouse; it therefore is necessary that they 
should proceed upon estimate, and my wish was to inform the 
Committee that I had ascertained that the estimate which the 
Company so make is accurate, and within bounds. 

4885. When did you ascertain that?—Previously to my last 
examination before this Committee. 

4886. Did your ever ascertain, during any part of the prior 
years when the estimate was formed, that the number of months 
was longer than the estimate you have taken ?—The period of 
eighteen months, which the Company charge, is necessarily that 
which must always occur, as the Company’s ships arrive only at 
one period of the year; and the Act of Parliament requires that 
there should at least (for it is a minimum) be always a year's 
consumption on hand. It is cleah therefore, that the actual 
period must be eighteen months, or the Act would be violated. 

4887. With reference to the present market price of silver. 
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in answer to question 4305, page 594, u that upon an 10 May 1B30. 
average of all the years since 1814-15, there is only a fractional Melvill, 
difference between the value of the rupee at. the market price and Esq* 
at the old standard/’ This may be; but would it not have been a 
more correct and a more strictly mercantile mode of proceeding, 
to have considered what was the market price of silver each sepa¬ 
rate year, and not what it was upon the average of years?—Pos¬ 
sibly it might have been ; though I would explain that the stand¬ 
ard of 5a. 2d. still existed in 1817, and that so late as 1819, Mr; 

Tooke, in his evidence before a Committee of the House of Com¬ 
mons, stated distinctly that 5s.2cL was then the standard. 

4888. You say in answer to question 4308, page 595, that 
“ the old rate of 6s. 8d. per tale was recognized in 1781, in a 
paper appended to the Ninth Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Commons on East-In din AfFairs ; the Com¬ 
mittee wish to ask you whether that rate, having been so re¬ 
cognized in 1781, is the Company’s justification for continuing, 
whatever may be the exchange at Canton upon England, so to 
rate the tale, that is, for continuing to /ate the tale at 6 s.Sd .?— 

That valuation of 6s. Sd. per tale is not merely recognized in the 
report of 1781, but it is also recognized by the Select Com¬ 
mittee on East-India Affairs in their Fourth Report in 181.2, in 
which they state “ the common valuation of the tale of 6$. 8 d. 
will be assumed in the sequel to this Report;’ and I would 
further state, that it is convenient and necessary in affairs so 
extensive and complicated as the Company’s are, that they 
should in all their accounts observe fixed rates of exchange; 
the only question, I conceive, that can arise, is whether the 
rates which they so observe are fair as medium rates. If they 
are not so, or if through a change in circumstances they have 
ceased to be so, then I think it must be admitted that the Com¬ 
pany ought to alter them. When a revolution took place in 
the Indian exchanges, in consequence pf the opening of the 
trade, the Court of Directors were anxious to alter their fixed 
rates of exchange. The Board of Commissioners for the Affairs 
of India were of a different opinion, and they would not allow 
the rates to be altered. Hence it became necessary for the 
Court of Directors to continue the old rate of 6 s* 8 d* in the 
China accounts, because the repayments by the Indian territory 
to the Company’s commerce via China were made at the rates 
which the Board controlled. 

4889. In answer to question 4313, page 597, you stated 
u that the territory obtains great advantage by remitting the 
three millions sterling annually at the Board rates of exchange, 

2s, 3d, *84 per sicca rupee ; w but in answer to question 4307, 
page 595, you state '«that the Company have never acquiesced 
in the rate of exchange prescribed by the Board will you re¬ 
concile wlmt seems to be a contradiction. In one answer you 
attribute great advantage to the Indian territory with respect to 
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die Board’s rates of exchange, whereas in a preceding 
you state the Company’s hostility to those rates; and you .ob¬ 
serve, that had the Company sanctioned those rates in comput¬ 
ing the cost of tea, the raising of the upset price of tea would be 
the consequence?—The Court’s objection to the rates of ex¬ 
change prescribed by the Board was one of account. The only 
difference by the adoption of the Court’s plan, in lieu of that 
prescribed by the Board, would have been, that the territory, 
instead of getting an advantage in exchange, would have got 
the same amount advantage directly from the surplus commer¬ 
cial profits of the Company under the Act of the 53d ; the ter¬ 
ritory, therefore, would have been in the same position as it is 
now. It would only have been a change in account* 

4890. In answer to question 4324, page 598, you state 

that “ the tale has been placed in China, by consignment of 
British manufactures, at Us. 49d,” would it be in your power to 
let the Committee know in detail how you have come to this 
conclusion ?—If the Committee wish for such an account, that 
can of course be produced. % 

4891. Supposing the adventure made by the Company in ma¬ 
nufactured goods from England, or from India, upon which there 
should be a loss of fifty percent., should you feel the Act of 
Parliament was not strained by the charging the tale at a rate 
which would cover that loss ?—I have stated in my last examina¬ 
tion, that such a loss would properly affect the value of the tale, 
as I regard all the consignments as remittances. 

4892. In answer to question 4338. page 001, you have stated, 
“ that the necessity of transferring from India to England about 
£4,000,000 sterling per annum is a circumstance presenting a 
formidable obstacle to the growth of a profitable export trade 
from this country either to India or to China is it then your 
opinion, that neither China nor India will ever become exten¬ 
sive markets for British manufactures ?—i could not presume to 
say so at any period; but more especially at a period like 
the present, when the commerce of nations is so much better 
understood than it used to be. What I wished to impress 
upon the Committee was, a sense of the difficulty to which any 
thing like a free trade to India or to China must be subject, from 
the obligation under which India is placed, of annually effecting 
a large remittance, irrespective of returns in the ordinary course 
of trade. 

4893 , Do you consider that the same difficulty would apply 
were a like remittance to be due from any one part of this em¬ 
pire to another ?—I conceive a similar difficulty would apply to 
the case of trade between this country and another ; that if this 
country had to make a large payment to another country, it 
would be the same kind of difficulty, differing only in degree. 

4894. Would it apply to the different parts of the same 


<SL 

answer 
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4895. Do you not think that in the event of a free trade be- Esq. 
tween this country and China, and thus putting, an end to the 
Company’s monopoly, the active enterprise and eager competi¬ 
tion of private individuals would by degrees lead to the intro¬ 
duction into China of our manufactures upon afar more extended 
scale than exists at present ?*—I apprehend that nobooy would 
send goods to India or to China, but with a view to obtain returns 
for them. I think that the capacity of those countries to yield 
returns to a profitable market is checked by the circumstance I 
have mentioned respecting remittances; but no doubt it the 
demands upon India could be reduced, or if the marketable 
returns from India could be increased, there would be greater 
facility for the sale of British manufactures. 

4890. You have referred to the demands upon India for remit¬ 
tance to England ; and although the Committee are now engaged 
in the China trade, this so blends India and China together,-that 
the Committee wish to ask you, whether you do not think that 
the resources of India might be vastly enlarged if British capital 
and British skill were applied to India more extensively than 
is the case at present?—I hardly feel myself competent to give 
an opinion upon a point of that kind. It certainly seems to be 
desirable, as far as possible, that the resources of India should 
be developed to the utmost extent that they can be, consistent 
with the securities and interests of the native inhabitants, to¬ 
wards whom it appears to me we owe an obligation paramount 
to every other consideration involved m this discussion- 

4897. Referring to what you have said respecting the remit¬ 
tances from India, would not those remittances be effected with 
as much ease .and advantage through private trade as through 
the Company’s trade?—-I would state as a matter of fact, that, 
upon a comparison of the Company s remittances since 1814 
with the rates of exchange prevalent in India for bills upon 
England, the Company have gained a penny per rupee by effect¬ 
ing their remittances through trade as compared with the rate 
of private bills. Were it practicable to effect so large a remit¬ 
tance through private trade, the Committee will see that the 
private trader must cover his expense in making that remittance, 
and that he could never afford to give the Indian tcrfRpry the 
advantage that the Company’s profits now give to it of 2s. <5cl. *84 
per sicca rupee. 

4898. From the advantages derivable to the British public 
by the results of free trade, might not means be found of ena¬ 
bling the Company to pay in England the India territorial 
charges ?—It will be for the Wisdom of Parliament to consider 
whether the possible advantage to this country of an open trade 
with China would compensate for the certain cost of making up 
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to India the iosaes which it would sustain by the trade being 
thrown open. ° 

4899. What would it lose?—It will lose that which it now 
gets from the Company’s commerce in the shape of exchange, 
and in the shape of direct contribution. The real deficiency of 
the Indian territory to pay the territorial charges, since 1814, 

bes ^ of m 7 recollection, amounted to about 
£20,000,000 sterling; but the debt which the territory has 
t(> incur in consequence falls short of that by about 
x/,000,000 sterling, which lias been made up by the commerce. 

4900. Do you mean to say that £7*000,000 have been gained 
m commerce by the East-India Company since 1814 ?— Up¬ 
wards of £12,000,000, computing the accounts at the roercan- 
ilde interest of the Board's rates of exchange; which latter 
rates are observed in the Company's accounts of profit and loss ; 
so that what the territory gained in the shape of exchange does 
^ppear m that account as profit, but merges in the prime 

*'it 9 nnnnnn° T? mCan th « Company ha» applied 

*l4UtH>,UOQ of its commercial profits to territorial payments, 
besides the difference which is gained by the territory m the 
board s exchange ?—No, including that. 1 mean, that if the 
Comp&ny had been completely separated from the Indian terri- 
tory, and had acted only as merchants, under the provisions of 
the law applicable to them in that character, they would now 
have been Si 2,000,000 richer than they are, and the territory 
would have been so much poorer. 

4902. Of that .-€12,000,000, can you state what portion is 
China trade ? I can only refer the Committee to the accounts 
they have upon their table. 

4903. From all that you have stated in the evidence you have 
given, is not the conclusion inevitable that the public of this 
country are taxed for India; the only question being whether 
the amount shall be obtained by the East-India Company 
through their monopoly, or by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
directly r—I really am not prepared to say that the public of 
this country are taxed for India ; but I am prepared to say that 
India does essentially depend upon the profits of the China 
trade as administered by the Company. 

4904. If the trade were thrown open, of course it would 
still be competent to the Company to trade with China; and if 
the possession of large capital and of all the other immense ad¬ 
vantages arising from establishments already formed, and from 
influence m China obtained and fixed when there Were no com¬ 
petitors ; if all those and other advantages could not enable the 
Company to struggle successfully with private traders, is it not 
an obvious inference that the existing monopoly cannot fail to 
he injurious to the British empire ?—-X think that the Company’s 
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and individuals trading in competition might, have effects 10 May 

„„.jy injurious without the country’s being benefited. The c Melvill 

Company might undoubtedly still trade, and those advantages Esq, 
which are enumerated in the question would afford them an 
opportunity, I conceive, of trading successfully in competition 
with private merchants; but of course their profits, if they had 
competitors, would be much less than they are now, and that 
decrease of profit would pro tanto prevent their ministering to 
the aid of the Indian territory. 

4905. Would not that decrease of profit be for the benefit of 
the consumer of the tea in England?—If he got the tea 
cheaper, 

4906. Would he not do so?—I am not prepared to say that 
he would, as that depends upon considerations applicable to the 
trade in China as well as in England. 

4907. In the statement which Mr. Rickards delivered in of 
the profits of the Company’s tea trade, and in your correction 
of it, in page 613, the Committee observe that the tale, in the 
computation of the prime cost of the tea, has been taken at 
6s. 8 d. ; does not that include the loss at the Board’s rate ?— 

Yes, it does. The difference between the Board’s and the 
mercantile rates forms a further deduction to be made from 
Mr. Rickards’s result, if the object be to ascertain the real out¬ 
turn of the tea trade in a commercial point of view. 

4908. It has been stated to this Committee by Mr. Rickards, 
in answer to question 3790a, that the balance deficient of the 
Company has increased, since 1815, from £2,611,311 to 
£10,102,812; is that statement, correct?—An examination of 
the accounts to which Mr. Rickards refers will show that they 
are not confined to the Company’s commerce, but that they 
embrace the whole of their affairs, territorial and commercial. 

It has never been denied that the debt of India has been in¬ 
creased considerably since 1814. 

4909. In your answer to question 4375, page 608, you stated 
that in Mr. Rickards’s account of the profits of the tea trade he 
has included in his charges several items already included in the 
invoice amount; will you specify what those charges are, and 
can you, if called upon, prove your statement by the produc¬ 
tion of an account?—Undoubtedly. The invoice cost of the 
tea comprises the freight of the outward consignments, and also 
what are called u the proportional charges” upon the home¬ 
ward, with all the expenses incurred in China, and paid there. 

4910. Will you explain the cause of the variation in the 
amount of freight and demurrage ?—Mr. B ickards has taken 
the whole of the commercial freight disbursed within the year; 
whereas I have taken only that portion of the commercial freight 
wliidh applies to the tea brought home, and included in Mr. 

Rickards’s account. Mr. Rickards includes the freight applica- 
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ble to the India as well as the China trade, arid also the out¬ 
ward as well as the homeward freight from China ; whereas the 
outward is comprised in the invoice cost* 

4911. Will you furnish an account of the freight and other 
charges laid on the outward goods which ought not to be in¬ 
cluded in the account, but which Mr. Rickards, as you sup¬ 
pose, has included, for the same years to which Mr. Itickards’s 
statement relates?—Such an account can be prepared, if the 
Committee desire it. 

4912. Will you also explain why you credit the account with' 
the sale to the amount of 27,975,041 lbs., while Mr. Rickards 
states it as only 25,492,001 lbs. ?—The amount of27,975,041 lbs 
is the quantity of tea stated on the other side as having been 
imported, deducting only the Company’s expenditure in wastage- 

4913. The Committee observe, that you have re-credited the 
same charges for interest; will you explain why you have so 
done, for this item causes a material difference between the 
result of your statement and that of Mr. Rickards?—Mr. 
Rickards’s account is professedly framed for the purpose of 
showing that there has not been a sufficient profit from the tea 
trade to pay the interest upon the bonds and the dividends to 
the proprietors. If that had not been his object, I could have 
understood how, looking at the Company’s accounts merely as 
the accounts of merchants, he would consider that the interest 
was a proper charge; but as it is interest upon the Company’s 
own capital, it is quite clear, that, if exhibited as a charge, it 
must, in some way or other, be re-credited, and go to make a 
part of the fund from which the Company’s dividend i» paid, 
because that dividend must comprise interest for the use of the 
capital. Whatever may he the best mode, upon strictly mer¬ 
cantile principles, of making out an account of profit and loss, 

1 apprehend that in the conduct of the Company’s trade they 
unite the characters of capitalists, of traders, arid of under¬ 
writers ; and that in each of those characters they receive again 
of some sort. As capitalists, they receive the gain which every 
man receives from lending out his money at interest; as traders, 
they receive the profits of trade, deducting interest; and as 
underwriters, they receive the profits of their underwriting 
account. Rut when they are called upon to state their accounts 
of profit and loss, they are bound, I conceive, to state them in 
reference to the provisions of the Legislature, which appropriate 
to specific objects the whole of the Company's funds, from what*? 
soever source received. If therefore the Company stated 
interest as a charge, and did not re-credit it, their account 
would show a balance to that extent short of the fund which 
the Jaw has declared to be appropriable. 

4914. Have the Company any capital which is available for 
the purposes of trade?—Undoubtedly. I will.read to the Com- 




r COMMITTEE of the HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

a question put to the Accountant-general of the Com- 
the Committee of the House of Lords, and his answer. 
Are you enabled to state the total amount of the commercial 
capital of the East-India Company, appropriatedfc o territorial 
purposes under the Act of 53d George III. ?—The total com¬ 
mercial capital of the Company abroad and at home, on the 1st 
of May 1828 as to England,* and the 1st of May 1827 as to 
India, was £21,731,869.” 

4915. How does that appear?—The particulars are stated in 
the accounts of stock per computation, which are before this 
Committee. 

4910, Does that include the fixed capital as well as the float¬ 
ing capital ?—• It does. 

4917. Upon that capital, as so stated, what is the clear mer¬ 
cantile profit ? — I apprehend that can only be shown by the 
aggregate statement of the Company's commercial gains, includ¬ 
ing not merely their profits in trade, but also the interest of their 
funded property, and of the debt due to them by the Indian 
territory. 

4918. Upon this capital of £21,731,869, what is the clear net 
profit derived from all the trade of the Company in its different 
branches?— Such an account can be made out; but I presume, 
if the Committee wish to have it upon mercantile principles, we 
must take the mercantile rate of exchange, which we have never 
observed. 

4919. Is the profit of the trade with India and China that 
derived from the employment of their commercial capital of 
£21,731,869?—No; because all their commercial capital is not 
employed in that way. A part of their commercial capital is in 
the funds in the East-India annuities, which produces a con¬ 
siderable income; a further part is on loan to the territory. 

4920. Did not the accountant mean, in the statement you 
have read, the capital which the Company possess in their com¬ 
mercial character ?—Clearly. 

4921. In the statement of profit and loss on the trade between 
this country and India, it appears that in the year 1828-9 there 
was a loss of £531,812; from what fund is that loss provided?— 
That is the result at the Board’s rates. The question refers to 
the India trade, the accounts of which have not come under 
my notice, 

4922. By an account before the Committee it appears that 
the net loss upon the trade from India to China, in the year 
1828-9, was £70,470, and upon the trade between India and 
England £531,812; and further it appears that the net profit 
of the trade between England and China for the same year was 
£741,089, and the net profit to the North American colonies 
£13,796, making together £754,855 ; now in the calculation of 
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tnis profit upon the trade from China was allowance made for 
the loss in the Other two branches of trade, India and China and 
India and England, or ought that loss to be deducted from the 
net profit of the trade with China ?—Allowance is made in the 
computation or the prime cost for so much of that loss as 
respects the outward trade from England and India to China, 
but it has nothing to do with the trade from England to India. 

4923. Then, in order to show the general account of profit 
and loss, the Company ought to deduct profit and loss upon one 
trade from the profit on the other ?— Except that, Upon mer¬ 
cantile principles, there would be a large set-off upon that ac- 

of exclmnge 6 dlfference bctween the Board’s and the real rates 

4924. The Board’s rates were settled in the year 1814?— 

JLIiey were. J 

4925. Are you not aware that for some years after that period 
the exchange was considerably higher than tl.e rate at which the 
Board had settled it ? —It was; but all computations of difference 

^5 ee " , f “ P ” n ‘u e P rinci P ,e of ‘^biting the commerce 
with the advantage in the years m which the Board’s rates were 
lower, and the territory with that in which they were higher 
than the mercantile rates. 6 

4926. Do you remember for what years the rate of exchange 
of tlmt period was actuaHy higher than the Board had fixed it 

wl"f 7 l!f ° n - m4 ‘ 1S U P to 1819 ' 2a In 1814-15 the rate 
was 2s. per sicca rupee. 

4927. In what year was it highest?—In 1816-17 and in 1818-19. 

4928. Since when is it that the rate of exchange has fallen 

th^Vicl 77 ? - 1820 ~ 21 " as *• year. It. was 

, 4929 ‘ I? nrin g the time the rate of exchange was higher than 
&&&• rate, were the Company deriving an advantage from 

wanlt TT'^T’ 1 * ey Were; but ln tbe computation of the 
result of the exchange transactions between the two branches 

the commerce has been debited with the difference of exchange 

Sib/d w! *• “™ ,ile "»■'»“ i» e - 

«K-n ? °r YoU s I a . te . d ! n l >a b e 6 °1> in answer to question 4337, 
bills have certainly been drawn to some extent; the Company 
draw to small amount; the supercargoes, whose salaries are pav- 
‘ ein England, occasionally draw. There must be ship-bill’s • 
and I have seen it stated m evidence before this Committee that 
the Americans have lately raised funds in China in that mode 
hough if they continue to do so, instead of inerting ddlars,’ 
the exchange will soon be affected.” Do you know when the 

oo ““ " ,e A| ”~. 
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Are you not aware that it commenced about the year 10 May 1830, 
-I was not aware of that. —— 

4982, Do you know whether it has been increasing' from that J ' 
period, or otherwise ?—I stated when I was examined before, 
that I had no information upon that subject but what I derived 
from the evidence given before this Committee. 

4933. Can you state what, according to the rate of exchange 
in the year 1828, was the price of the dollar at Canton at that 
period?—The Company were drawn upon in the year 1818 at 
5.?. a dollar. 

4934. Can you state what it was in 1826 ?—In 1826 the Com¬ 
pany were drawn upon partly at 4s. 6d., and partly at 4s. 3d, 

4935. In 1828?—In 1828, partly at 4 s. 2d.> and partly 
at 4iv l|r/. 

4936. In case it shall appear that the number of bills drawn 
by Americans have considerably increased in the latter period, 
will it not follow that it has not had the effect which is contem¬ 
plated in your answer to that question ?—It would be necessary, 
previously to coming to such conclusion, to know the state of 
the American trade, to see what quantity of dollars they have 
imported during that same period. 

4937. You have stated that it was necessary, acting up to 
the tenor of the Commutation Act, that the Company should 
always keep a stock of tea on hand to the amount of one year's 
consumption; are you not aware that the obligation therein 
contained is of keeping such a stock of tea as, including the 
quantity ordered but not received, shall amount to one year's 
Consumption.?—I stated upon a former occasion that the Com¬ 
pany have always construed that clause to mean, that they 
should have at all times at least a year's consumption in warehouse. 

4938. Will you have the goodness to read the clause ?_ 

“ That the said United Company shall from time to time send 
orders for the purchase of such quantities of tea, and provide 
sufficient ships to import the same, as, being added to the stock 
in their warehouses, and to the quantities ordered and not 
arrived, shall amount to a sufficient supply for timekeeping a 
stock at least equal to one year's consumption, according to the 
sales of the last preceding year, always beforehand.” 

4939. Does not that stock include the quantity in the ware¬ 
house, as well as the quantity that has been ordered and not 
arrived?—In the Company’s construction of that clause it in¬ 
cludes only the quantity in warehouse. 

4940. You have stated in your answer to question 4368 in 
what manner the Company regulate the quantity of tea which 
they put up at each sale, and you stated, as a proof that the 
market is abundantly supplied by the Company, that large 
quantities have been rejected at every sale ?—Lately. 
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494L If the Company put up their teas at the real cost to 
them, and they put up such a quantity as to always have a 
portion rejected at that upset price, would it not necessarily 
follow from such a course that they never could make any pro¬ 
fit upon their tea at ail?—If the quantity rejected went to such 
an extent; but when I spoke of considerable quantities, I 
alluded to the rejection of a million of pounds w eight at one 
particular sale. The object of the Company has been that of 
leading, by an abundan t provision, to an increased consumption, 
rather than of supplying an increased demand after it should 
have been ascertained to exist; and I merely mentioned the 
feet of tea having been rejected, as tending to show that the 
Company, far from starving trade, abundantly supplied the 


market, 

4942. If they 


are regulated, as to the quantity put up for 
sale, by the circumstance of putting up until a portion is re¬ 
jected by the buyers, does not that necessarily lead to the 
consequence that the portion that is sold must be sold at a price 
not exceeding the upset price; because if any portion is rejected 
by the buyers at the upset, price, is not that a proof that any 
buyer might have provided himself at the upset price, and 
therefore, as a consequence, that no person can have given 
more than the upset price?—There can be no doubt that lat¬ 
terly it has occasionally occurred that the Company have not 
received the upset price for rejected teas; they have been put 
up at the following sale at no price, and they have not always 
received the upset price for them. 

494$, Did you not mean the Committee to infer that that was 
the ordinary practice of the Company in regulating their supply 
for the demand ?—No ; I stated that the principle to which 
they look in determining what quantity to offer for sale is the 
amount of deliveries and the quantities sold at the previous 
sale. 

4944. Is the Committee to understand that the fact you have 
stated of large quantities having been rejected is merely an acci¬ 
dental fact, and that it is not to be taken into consideration 
with a view to judge of the circumstances which have regulated 
the Company in the quantity of tea they put up for sale ? — Cer¬ 
tainly; the Company, in the quantity put up for sale, look at 
actual deliveries and actual sales. 

4945. But they do not regulate the quantity, so as to put up 
a portion of each quality that shall be actually rejected by the 
buyers ?—Clearly not. 

4946. Would not such a course be inconsistent with the pos¬ 
sibility of making any profit ?—When the Company declare tea 
for sale, they of course expect and hope that they shall sell all 
that they declare. 

4947. That being the case, and the Company looking to 
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a given profit upon their tea; is not that profit entirely 10 
regulated by the quantity that is put up?—I apprehend the 
Company never regulate or limit the quantity of tea with a view 
to making any certain amount of profit; without adverting to 
the question of amount of profit, they look only to the demand 
for the tea. 

494*8. Is not the profit that they look to making entirely 
dependent upon the quantity they may put up for sale ?— The 
quantity they put up for sale must affect the rate of profit. 

4949. What rate of profit do the Company look to in deter¬ 
mining the quantity of pounds weight of tea that they put up 
for sale?—J must repeat, that the Company never take into 
view the question of profit when they declare the amount to be 
sold. 

4950. Dp not they al ways determine to take it in if it was not 
sold at a certain price ?—They are authorized by law to put it 
up at a certain price.; and having ascertained that it will not 
fetch that, it is put up without price at another sale, and sold at 
what it will fetch. 

4951. Supposing any given quantity of tea to be imported# 
say 10,000,000 of pounds, which would command a given price ; 
are you not aware, that if you put up 9,000,000 of pounds, you 
would create that sort of scarcity which would give you an 
increased price; and if you were to put up 11,000,000 of pounds, 
it would bring you either to your prime cost or to a loss ; and, 
therefore, the price which the Company is to obtain must depend 
entirely upon the proportion of the quantity put up to the de¬ 
mand and the consumption?—Undoubtedly. 

4952. That being the case, do you suppose that the Com¬ 
pany, in regulating the quantity to be put up for sale, do not do 
it with reference to some given profit, which they have made up 
their minds' to be reasonable for them to receive?—X am sure 
they do not. 

4953. Do you suppose that the upset price has anything to 
do with the price actually obtained at the sale ? -X confess I 
think it has ; but that is a question upon which there is a con¬ 
siderable difference of opinion. When there has been great com¬ 
petition, and the sale price has considerably exceeded the upset 
price, I know that some persons, who are well informed as to the 
sales, think the upset price has nothing to do with the sale price. 

4954. For instance, a pound ot tea that may sell for 3 s,, 
whether you start the first price at GcL or at 2$. 6d. ; can it make 
any difference in the result of the sale ?—Certainly not. 

4955. Therefore does the price paid for tea depend, in your 
opinion, upon the quantity put up, and not upon the upset price ? 
-—My own opinion is, that they both affect it; that taking the 
whole sale into view, the upset price must affect the sale price. 

4 T 
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0. 4956. In what proportion does the quantity put up at one 

sale, with reference to the previous deliveries, exceed the quan¬ 
tity sold at the previous sales?—1 am not aware of the precise 
proportion, bu), it is what would be called a liberal supply in 
reference to the past sale. 

4957. Are you not bound by Act of Parliament to put up at 
least as much as the previous year’s consumption amounts to? 
—•I am not aware of any law of that hind. 

4958 Is there any tea ever put up without a fixed price, 
except that which has been previously rejected ?—I am not 
exactly prepared to answer that question. 

4959. In your correction of Mr. Richards’s statement, it ap¬ 
pears that he takes the salaries arid emoluments at £95,653, the 
expenses in China at £54,735, amounting together to £1.50,388; 
you take them at £82, 140; what is the reason of that difference? 
—That difference is the proportion of the expense which is in¬ 
curred and paid in China, and which comes into the invoice 
cost of the teas. The invoice amount of the teas includes all 
the charges paid in China, therefore the effect of Mr. Richards’s 
entry is to state that charge twice. 

b 4960. You stated that the Company always take into con¬ 
sideration the quantity of tea which the public seemed to re¬ 
quire ; must not the quantity which the public take off depend 
upon the price at which it is sold?—Yes; but the price at 
which it is sold depends upon the public competition for it 
at that sale. 

4961. The Company being the sole sellers of tea, and having 
the experience of some years, are of course easily able to regu¬ 
late themselves by the price and quantity that have been pre¬ 
viously obtained ?—-I should think that it is the Company’s 
supply that lias affected the price. I find that as the Company 
have increased their supply, the price has materially fallen, and 
I think that is apparent from the statements upon the Com¬ 
mittee’s table. 

4962. Having the power of limiting the quantity to be sold, 
have they not also the power of commanding the upset price ? 
—If they have the power oflimiting the quantity, it is n power 
which they have never thought of exercising. 

4963. In answer to question 4359, you take the whole quan¬ 
tity of tea sold in 1829 to be twenty-seven millions and a half 



to take the price which he assumed, 29 tales per pecul; and on 
reference to the prices actually paid by the Company, I find 
that the average price of contract congou was within 140 
decimals of 29 vales. 
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Is not a great proportion of the tea very much inferior 
to the contract congou?—Yes; but' my answer was given to 
meet the hypothetical calculation of Mr. Bates. 

4965. Are you aware of the quantity of opium which is sent 
at the present moment from India to China?—I know that it is 
very considerable. 

4966. Are you aware of the fact of its having increased very 
much?—I believe it has; but at the same time that trade is 
subject to certain contingencies. The supercargoes have re¬ 
ported twice or three times during the present charter, that 
owing to some new exercise of rigour on the part either of the 
Emperor of China or of the local authorities, to check the contra¬ 
band trade in opium, they have been unable to rely with con¬ 
fidence upon the proceeds of that opium for the supply of their 
treasury. 

4967. Supposing that trade to have considerably increased, 
would it not. thereby afford considerable facilities in carrying on 
the rest of the China trade?—The Company always take up 
two-thirds of their funds in China, by either bills upon India or 
consignments from thence; and therefore it can only affect, so 
tar as the Company are concerned, the difference between that 
and the total amount of the prime cost. 

4968. Are you acquainted with the present price of opium in 
China; has not it diminished in proportion to the increased 
quantity?—I am not acquainted with that fact. 

4969. In answer to question 4356, relative to the difficulty of 
obtaining bills in Canton upon England, you stated that you 
would obtain the particulars there inquired after for the infor¬ 
mation of the Committee; have you obtained that information? 
—I have. In the year 1815-16, the supercargoes of China having 
occasion to draw 841,716 in dollars, opened their treasury in 
China for bills at the rate of 5si 6d. a dollar, at which they 
obtained 39!>823 dollars; they then increased the rate to 5s. 9 d., 
at which they obtained 337,073 ; and they then further found 
it neceesary to increase the rate to 6s., at which they obtained 
112,820 dollars; and they ultimately were obliged to get specie 
from Bengal. 

4970. What was the first rate ?— 5s. 6d., 5s.9d. f and 6s. So 
far as respects the question of facility for raising money in 
China for bills in England, I will read an extract of a secret 
letter from China dated 28th of January 1826, in which the 
supercargoes say “ the great and sudden fall in the value of bills 
on England, and the absence of any distinct ground on which 
to infer that bills will in the next season recover their rate, lead 
us to hesitate in offering an v^pinion that so large a sum as 
1,000,000 of dollars may be procured next winter by bills issued 
at any rate of exchange, equivalent to the cost of remittance 
of dollars from London to Canton on account of the Company.” 
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4971, What was the result m the following year ?~~In 18! 
they drew 73,169 dollars., and 79,168 dollars. 

4972. Were they able in the subsequent year to draw to 
the amount of. 1,000,000 of dollars about which they express 
some doubt ?—In thfe year 1827-8, they drew 1,700,000 dollars, 

the dollar. 



4973. Were the fears anticipated in that letter actually 
realized?—It would appear not; but the apprehensions of the 
supercargoes probably arose from anticipating an interruption 
to the opium trade, which might or might not take place, 

4974. Three years have since elapsed ; has any other letter 
from the supercargoes been received expressing similar fears • 
—The supercargoes are not allowed now to draw upon England, 
and they have obtained their supplies by bills upon India, and 
by consignments from India and from England. 

4975. Has there frequently been great difficulty in obtaining 
bills upon India at Canton ?—There may have been. The super¬ 
cargoes have sometimes felt difficulty in negociating their bills 
upon India. 

4976. Has there been any other mode of remittance resorted 
to in consequence of that difficulty ?-—Yes; bullion has been 
exported from Canton to India. 

4977. Would the rate of exchange show a difficulty of getting 
bills ; has not the rate fallen from 4 s. 3d. to 4s*. ?—It would ap¬ 
pear so from the Canton Register. I believe the quotation in 
that document of the low rate is accompanied by the observation 
« No Bills.” 

4978. If the East-India Company, in their trade with China, 
think it necessary to employ all the different circuitous modes 
which you have described, of maintaining the exchange m 
Canton, so as to bring the tale out, as you have stated, at 
6s. Sd. to the Company ; and if under that protection which the 
Company are giving to exchange, the foreigners are availing 
themselves of that circumstance to draw their bills as low as 
5s. 6d . the tale, is it not clear that the Company are working for 
the benefit of the foreigners in that instance?—I could not 
arrive at any such conclusion by looking at the exchange in one 
year. No just conclusion can, I apprehend, be formed, but by 
looking at it upon the average of years ; and upon the average 
I find that the Company’s valuation has been less than that oi 
the exchange rate at Canton, and therefore less than that at 
which a foreigner can draw. 
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11 May 1830, 

' Martis, 11 ° (lie Maij 1830 . j1fr , /. Kennedy, 

Mr. JOHN KENNEDY and Mr. HUGH HORNBY BIRLEY Mr , S jf. S irlnu- 
called in and examined., 

%/9. (To Mr . Kennedy.) --You are a resident at Manches¬ 
ter ?•—X am. 

4980. ( To Mr. Bitley.) —Where are you resident?—At Man¬ 
chester. 

498L You were formerly the President of the Chamber of 
Commerce in Manchester ?-~I was. 

4982. (To Mr. Kennedy.)— You are well acquainted with the 
spinning of cotton ?—I am. 

4983. How many years have you been engaged in it ?■—For 
nearly forty-six years. 

4984. Are you intimately acquainted with machinery:’—For 
about ten years 1 was employed entirely in learning to construct 
machinery for cotton spinning. 

4985. Are you now engaged in the business ?—! am not. 

4986. Do you continue any researches upon the subject of 
machinery at present ? I do. 

4987. Have you ever seen a printed statement prepared by 
the late Mr. Lee of Manchester, in 1812, of the comparative 
cost of labour in producing yarn in Britain and in India ? I have. 

4988. Did you assist in the preparation of that document ? * 

I did, in part. 

4989. With what view was that document prepared?—To 
show to a deputation that was in 1812 in London, upon the 
East-India trade, the probability and the possibility ot extending 
our trade in the export of yarn. 

4999. Did the spinners in Manchester contemplate the possi¬ 
bility of being able to furnish the Indians with cotton yarn ?— 

Some did. 

4991. Did you yourself?— When the statement was made 
out, it was obvious to every one, 

4992. Can you furnish the Committee with a copy of the 
paper to which you have alluded ?—I can. 

£ The witness delivered in the same } which was read as follows :] 

(No. I.) 

To the Committee at Manchester, meeting to Oppose the Exclusive 
Trade of the East-India Company. 

Gentlemen, . , . 

The general arguments against monopoly are so obvious, and nave 
been so perspicuously treated by various eminent theoretical wiiteis, 




evidence on east-india affairs 

as well as by the representations of practical persons, that it becomes 
principally important to hs to state such grounds of objection to that 
Mr. J. Kennedy, of the East-India Company as peculiarly belong to our branch of 
an< * k business, and to present to the legislature, concisely, the evidence of 
Mr.HJI.Birky. 0 ur claims to an unfettered trade to India. 

* 

The prominent and essential features of economy in the cotton 
manufacture consist in the discoveries and improvements in spinning 
within the last thirty years, especially for the finer fabrics, in conse¬ 
quence of Mr. Crompton’s invention of the mule; and by the intro¬ 
duction of the steam-engine, upon Mr. Watt’s principle, by which 
the moving power was brought to the population, and, consequently 
the labour was collected in less time, arid created with less expense. 

In the year 1782, cotton twist, by Sir Richard Arkwright’s inven¬ 
tion, which was the precursor and parent of the subsequent improve¬ 
ments, exceeded the cost of the raw material 20$. per pound for 
No. 60; it now exceeds it, by the mule, only 1 s.6d. per pound; and 
taking into consideration the depreciation in the value of money, it 
cannot be' estimated at less than a reduction of from 20s. to 9d. per 
pound; an extraordinary and astonishing instance of skill, and 
economy, superadded to the great advancement in both made pre¬ 
viously by Sir Richard Arkwright. 

In order to explain and to contrast the effects of British mechanism 
with the simple labour of India, I shall exhibit the relative productive 
power of each, and the cost of cotton-yarns produced by each, com¬ 
prehending that range offineness chiefly required for the eastern fabrics. 

The quantity of mule spindles in Great Britain appears by actual 
survey to be— 

4,200,000, producing a quantity of cotton-yarn at least equal 
to that which can be spun in the same time by 
4,200,000 persons in India ; the wages of each are 

; supposed at 2d. per day; but in Britain 

70,000 persons would produce the same effect, by machi¬ 
nery, at 20d* per day; consequently 
1 person in Britain will be equal to 
60 in India; but in consequence of more expensive ap¬ 
paratus, and various contingencies, I will state that 
1 person is equal to 40 in India; 

40 x 2d.~~6s. 8d, s which is the value of labour for spinning in India 
to correspond with that of one person in Britain, or 
as 6s. 8d. to 1$. 8d. 

It is therefore evident that one spinner by machinery, in Britain, 
will produce yarn at one-fourth the price that it cost for the same 
quantity of workmanship in India, supposing the wages of the former 
to be 1$. 8 d. and of the latter to be 2d* per day. 

The following statement is a comparisonof the costof labour in pro¬ 
ducing yarns in Britain and India, for one pound weight, from No. 40 
to 250, and likewise of the value of the labour ami material combined. 
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Though in every case in which there was the least uncertainty or 
doubt, the representation has been stated on the side favourable to 
the foreign cotton-yarn, yet the result of this comparison is, that the 
same quantity and fineness is spun in Great Britain, by machinery, 
for about one-fourth of the cost of labour for which it is produced in 
India by the hand, which nearly corresponds with the preceding cal¬ 
culation ; and that, reckoning the mean price of cotton-wool in Britain 
at 2s. 6d . and in India at 5d. the cost of labour and materials united 
would be less, upon an average, than one-half. 

It is, therefore, upon the basis of spinning that the great abridge¬ 
ments of labour, and the consequent cheapness of the cotton manu¬ 
facture, have been chiefly founded; and by w hich we shall be able to 
meet competition in the eastern markets, either in yarns or in cloths, 
of which they form the principal constituent value. 

Very important discoveries and improvements have, doubtless, been 
made in weaving, dyeing, printing and bleaching, and particularly 
for certain operations and descriptions of cloth; but taken in the 
gross the amount will bear but an inferior proportion to the economy 
introduced by spinning, upon which both invention and exertion have 
been upon the rack for the last thirty years, and a real capital vested 
in building and machinery of from eight to ten millions sterling. 

I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Manchester, 15th April 181£. George Lee. 

4993. Was the paper you have now delivered in printed and 
widely circulated at the time ?—It was, 

4994. Was it printed for the purpose of being laid before the 
Committee then sitting upon the East-India Company’s affairs ? 
—It was furnished for the deputation to do with it as they 
thought best. 

4995. Has there been a great fall in the price of the raw 
material of the manufactures from ihe year 1812 to the year 
1830 ?~ It has fluctuated very much. 

4996. Do you think there has been a gradual fall in the price 
of cotton since 1812 ?—Yes. 

4997. Can you furnish the Committee with a comparison of 
the cost o f labour in producing yarns in England and in India in 
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3 .— Comparative Prices ot English arid Indian Cotton- Yarns, in 11 May 18.10. 
the Years 1812 and 1830, reckoned per mile. —* 
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London, 6th May 1830. 


Note. — Two 
hanks of yarn are 
one mile nearly. 


John Kennedy. 
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4*998. Have you made any difference in the price of labour 
in India between the year 1812 and 1880?—No. 

4*999. Do you understand that there has been any difference ? 
—Not that l ever heard of. 

5000. How do you ascertain the cost of spinning in India ?~~ 
Wc had the same apparatus to spin with in England, previous 
to the last seventy or eighty years, that they had in India ; and 
I understand that in India they have the same machine still. 

5001. Does this computation proceed upon any knowledge 
you have yourself upon the subject ?— (Mr. Birley .) It was 
assumed in 1812, that an individual spinning with the hand 
would produce as much with a spindle as one of our spindles 
moved by machinery ; and those who have observed the spin¬ 
ning of 'flax, and wool and worsted, by hand, feel quite certain 
that it is making an ample allowance. The object of Mr. Lee 
in preparing that statement has been rather to understate than 
to overstate. 

5902, Are you yourself acquainted with the Indian ma¬ 
chinery ?—(Mr. Kennedy.) I have seen a, great variety of 
models of Indian machinery for the purpose of preparing and 
spinning cotton in India. 

5003. Do you make any difference in the price of the raw 
material in India between 1812 and 1830?—No. 

5004*. Have you any reason to believe that the prices are the 
same now as they were then ?—The last price-current seems to 
correspond within a fraction, or nearly so, with what it was then. 

5005. Has there ever been any improvement of the cotton 
exported from India to England since the year I812. J —I think 
hot; the Surats have been better got up in some instances. 
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So. 5006. From the calculations that were drawn up $h IS 12, 
you assumed the great probability of an extension of tirade 
il/r * J% Kwiedij, b etvveen India and England?—Certainly; I speak more particu- 

Mt'.lLILBirley My of yarn. 

5007. Has that expectation been realized by the subsequent 
event ?—It has. In 1812 there were nothing more than sam¬ 
ples sent out, at that period amounting to a few hundred pounds 
weight; and the last returns I have seen are between 4,000,000 
and 5,000,000 of pounds. 

5008. Have you reason to believe that the result which has 
taken place With reference to India might equally apply to other 
parts of the East, if the trade were thrown open ?—Whenever 
yarn is wanted I conceive that may take place. 

5009. Have you reason to believe that such yam would be in 
request in the China market ?—I am not at all acquainted with 
the China market.— [Mr.Birley.) There is no doubt of the fact. 

5010. And perhaps also through the Eastern Archipelago ?— 
Yes, 

5011. Upon what grounds do you form that opinion?—From 
the circumstance of orders having been given and increased. 

5012. Do you mean from China? —Yes; in the first instance 
a considerable error was committed as to the fineness of the 
yarn that was sent out; but there is no doubt that both from 
America and this country yarn has been sent to China. The 
East-India Company, I believe, gave very large orders last year 
for China for yarn; at least it was so understood in Manchester. 

5013. Do you know anything, of your own knowledge, of 
any American orders for cotton-yarn for the China market ?— 
By correspondence we do. The house of which I am a mem¬ 
ber had information from an American merchant that it was an 
article which might be sent out circuitously, and be extensively 
used in China. 

5014. Have any long-cloths of British manufacture been ex¬ 
ported to India?—A great many cotton cloths, of about the 
quality which we understand to be long-cloths, have been so 
sent out. 

5015. Formerly were they not invariably imported from India 
for consumption here?—They were. 

5016. For how long has that trade been going on ?— Cer¬ 
tainly from the time of the opening of the trade, if not pre¬ 
viously. 

5017. Has it been progressively going on?—Certainly it has 
been going on increasing : but, for my own part, I contemplate 
rather supplying the Indian market with yarn than with manu¬ 
factured goods in future. 

5018. Do you consider the long-cloths, sent out from this 
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to India, to be equal, in point of substance, solidity, and 11 
lu ration with the long-cloths of that country ?—I should rather ^ 
apprehend not. Generally speaking, wherever we export cot¬ 
ton cloths, we have found it necessary to make ^ cheap article, Ur% 
to meet the wants and the ability of the purchasers, 

5019. Do not you invariably obtain the preference upon the 
coast of Africa through Gibraltar ?—Great quantities go through 
Gibraltar. 



J, Kennedy, 
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HJLMrky 


5020. Do not the Manchester long-cloths now supersede the 
Indian long-cloths in the Gibraltar market?—They are sold to a 
great extent. I have no establishment at Gibraltar, and there¬ 
fore I cannot answer decidedly. 

5021. What difficulty has the English manufacturer, according 
to the present state of the law, in sending his goods to any part 
of India?—I am not aware of any difficulty, excepting to C hina. 

5022. Could not you find freight to send it to China?—Not 
directly. 

502*. So that the only extension that could be given to the 
trade by law is confined, in your opinion, to the opening of the 
China trade ?*— Yes. 

5024 Can you suggest to the Committee any other alteration 
of the law, by which the exportation oi goods to other parts ot 
the Indian seas could be improved ?—I am not aware ot any 
impediment. 

5025. Are there any facilities that might be given, which do 
not now exist, for the introduction of British manufactures into 
the consumption of India?*—I know no facilities which cou c o 
afforded, unless it be by attention being bestowed upon the cul¬ 
ture of certain productions of India, anil by the opening of the 
China trade, so that we could get our returns more easily. 


5026. Would it not afford you increased facility if you had 
agents, for instance, in the towns uf British India • I here are 


houses of agency in certain parts of India. Increased facilities 
certainly might be expected to lead to more extensive demand. 

5027. Is a ship of British register allowed to navigate from one 
port of India to the other ?—I apprehend not. 

6028. Would that he a facility?-Certainly, trading voyages 
would be very advantageous. 

5029, Are there some facilities that might be given that do not 

now exist ?—Certainly. ' f 

5030. Are you aware that some cotton imported from New 
South Wales has lately been sold at Liverpool?-! have heard 
so; I have seen it reported. 

503L Do you know the price at which it was sold? I do not. 
I remember it was mentioned in our broker s letter. 

.It was. 


5032. Was it the growth of New South Wales ?- 
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"1830. 5033. Are you not of opinion that if returns could be got from 

r the East, the trade carried on between Great Britain and the 

m™ i€ 2/9 ^ ast generally might be very largely Increased ?—Undoubtedly. 

Mr.IL J{,Biricy 5034. Do you not conceive that the power of importing tea 

into this country on the part of the free-trader would tend greatly 
to increase that trade P—Certainly. 

5035. Must not you also have the demand as well as the re¬ 
turns?—I have no doubt of the demand. 

5030. Do not you know that English manufactures, at the 
present instant, in India, are now selling below the prime cost? 
—There is not a market In the world which we do not sometimes 
overstock; but I always expect good to result from that. 

5037. From the opening of the trade, has not that been almost 
constantly the case in India?—By no means; we had increasing 
orders for precisely the same qualities of goods for several years. 

5038. Are not the cottons now furnished much cheaper at 
Manchester than they were at the time of the opening of the 
trade?—It is upon that that I ground the expectation of an 
increase in the demand. 

5039. Do not you know that they are admitted at a very low 
duty in India, whereas the cottons of India are subject to a high 
duty here?—Certainly ; I think it is a pity that those duties re¬ 
main. That opinion was expressed about the time of the dis¬ 
cussion as to the last renewal of the charter by a deputation from 
Manchester to the then Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

5040. Do you know whether any cotton goods are sent to 
India with a view of being forwarded to China from India?—I 
cannot state that of my own knowledge. 

5041. Are you acquainted with any imitations having been 
made of the Chinese patterns?—I have understood that orders 
are now in the course of execution for China ; but whether it is 
by license from the Company, or how they are intended to go, I 
am not prepared to state. 

JAMES COSMO MELV1LL, Esq. again called in, and 
examined. 

J. C. Melvin, 5042. Ark not the exchanges in China affected by the pri c e 
of silver in England ?—I apprehend it must have a proportionate 
effect. 

5043. Taking all the circumstances you have stated into con¬ 
sideration, is not the rate by which the upset price of the teas is 
calculated higher than that at which for the year it could have 
been realized ?—It would be impossible for me to answer that 
question accurately, because I do not know what effect might 
have been produced upon the rates of exchange in China if the 
Company had increased their demand upon the Canton market 
for money in exchange for bills. 
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^ I/15&44. Is it not considerably higher than that at which the 
foreigner could afford to supply the tea ?—l am not aware that 
the foreigner can have any advantage over the Company in 
drawing upon England. The Company, by negotiating their 
bills in China* can certainly get as good an exchange as the 
foreigner. 

5045. If the fact be that the foreigner has actually realized 
his bills at 5s. 6d. the tale, is not that the case ?—It would still, 
I submit, remain to be considered whether the Company’s ex¬ 
tensive transactions could have been conducted on the same 
scale. An individual merchant may obtain a vsingle cargo at a 
favourable rate of exchange; but it does not follow that the 
whole trade of a country could be conducted at the same rate. 

5046. Then the small trader has a benefit over a large com¬ 
pany ?•—It is possible that cases may arise in which a single 
trader derives a larger rate of benefit than has accrued in the 
aggregate of the large operations of the Company; but such 
cases, if they have occurred, shew nothing more than that indi¬ 
viduals, out of a great body of traders, may get more propor¬ 
tionate profit than arises in the mass of trade. 

5047. Must not the rate of exchange, after all, depend upon 
the balance of exports and imports into the market of Canton? 
—As a general principle, undoubtedly. In the present instance 
the exchanges are affected by the balance of payments rather 
than the balance of trade. India annually incurs a large debt 
to this country, which must be remitted through trade, and^ 
which is irrespective of any returns in the ordinary course of 
trade. The payment of that debt operates not merely on the 
exchanges of India, but also on those of China, a considerable 
portion of the amount being paid through China. 

5048. Must not the Canton exchange be regulated by the 
balance between the values of the imports and exports at Can¬ 
ton, without reference to what the state of trade may be, or the 
state of political payments between England and India ?-—I 
think that the Canton exchange must be affected by the Indian 
exchange. A large portion of the balance of trade due from 
China to India is retained in China to pay the debt which, in 
the course of trade, England owes to China. 

5049. If the result of the China trade, taken separately, were 
such as to make it necessary to send bullion for the payment of 
any balance, or if the state of that trade made it necessary to 
bring bullion from China for the balance, would not the rate ot 
exchange depend upon that fact, without reference to the 
state of trade anywhere else ?—It would then depend upon 
the cost of sending the bullion. I would here observe, that the 
balance of trade with China, so far as respects Europe, is greatly 
in favour of China. 

5050. Must not the rate of exchange be determined by the 
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payments both to England and to India?—Ordinarily the rate 
of exchange must be determined by that circumstance; but 
there cannot, I conceive, be a regular and free course of com¬ 
mercial exchange between this country and China, because the 
Company are the great exporters from China, and they cannot 
make those exports the medium of remittance for other persons, 
without interfering with the payments required to be made in 
England for the territorial purposes of India. 

5051. Supposing 5s. 6d. per tale to have been the exchange 
at which the foreign trader is able to pass his bills; supposing 
the Company to have had no exclusive monopoly of the China 
trade at all, and to have had nothing to do with it, and that the 
opium and the cotton and different articles had gone through a 
free trade; do not you suppose that the result of that free trade 
must still have left the value of the tale, by which the balance 
of the trade would have been regulated, at the rate of 5s. Gd*; 
that is to say, by whomsoever the trade was carried on, must it 
not have produced a given rate of exchange ?*—But supposing 
5s. CuL to have been the rate of exchange prevalent, I apprehend 
it would have greatly increased with the demand for money in 
exchange for bills. 

5052. Must not the demand on the market for bills depend 
upon whether China has to pay a balance or to receive a ba¬ 
lance?—That would certainly be the case. But the Company 
cannot grant the bills if demanded. 

5053. If the free trader was to trade with China, and depend 
upon bills to obtain the tea, would not the whole freight be 
chargeable to the tea ?—Undoubtedly. 

5054. That being the case, would not that raise the value of 
the tale beyond the mere price in the market according to the 
exchange?—I apprehend it would. The Company's valuation 
of the tale includes the outward freight. 

5055. Then there is no difference in that respect between the 
trade of the Company and the trade of a private trader, except 
that, from circumstances, the Company may be at a greater ex¬ 
pence In point of freight ?—I should think not. 

5056. In furnishing the market here with tea, would there be 
any difference between the Company’s furnishing it in the mode 
you have stated by bills, or the free-traders’furnishing it by bills, 
unless there be some difference in the freight?—Certainly not. 
The Company may negociafee bills upon at least as good terms 
as the private trader. 

5057. With respect to bullion would there be any difference ? 
—None whatever. 

5058. Then the calculation you have made with respect to 
the price at which the tale is made by the operations of die 
Company would not differ from that which it w r ould be to the 
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after, unless there be a difference with respect to the 
St ?—The value of the tale in the upset price of the tea 
includes a portion of the outward freight, so that the real cost of 
the tale to the Company w ould appear less if all the freight were 
put upon the homeward cargo. 

5059. Would not the difference of the cost of the tea in Eng¬ 
land to the consumer, comparing it with the cost of the tea to 
the East-India Company, and what would be the cost of the tea 
to the private trader, depend, first of all upon the amount of 
profit which the Company as monopolists impose; secondly, 
upon the question of the proportion of freight between the 
Company and private traders; thirdly, upon the result of the 
outward investments of the parties; and, fourthly, upon whether 
the one or the other dealt most favourably with the Chinese in 
their purchases?—'There can be no doubt that the price of 
tea paid to the Company, as compared with what might be paid 
to a private merchant, would depend upon the comparative 
advantage with which those parties bought the teas in China* 
Nor can there be any doubt that the result of the different 
modes of placing the tale in China, whether by the proceeds of 
bills or by consignments, must affect the price of tea in England. 
With respect to profit, the Company exact no profit but that 
which the Commutation Act authorizes, and indeed they exact 
less, for the Commutation Act authorizes an advance of Id. per 
lb. and the Company offer to sell their tea at an advance of one 
farthing per lb. The rate of freight of course must affect the 
price of tea to the consumer, but the freights which the Com¬ 
pany pay are occasioned by a legislative enactment, w hich re¬ 
gulates the taking up of their shipping, and from the operation 
of which they can only be exempted by Parliament itself. 

5060. Have not you given an opinion, in an earlier part 
of your examination, that the profit to the Company must be 
regulated by the quantity of tea that they put up, and the pro¬ 
portion that quantity may bear to the demands of the consump¬ 
tion ?—I have no doubt that the quantity put up must affect the 
price; but, as X have before stated to the Committee, the Com¬ 
pany abundantly supply the market. 

5061. If the Company chose to supply that consumption so 
abundantly as to sell it at the prime cost, could they very easily 
do so ?—That would depend upon the competition of the 
buyers. If the Company chose to give away their tea, I sup¬ 
pose they might do so. 

5062. Must they not by Act of Parliament put it up at cost 
price?—All that they expose for sale they must put up at a 
price not exceeding prime cost, with the other charges specified 
in the Commutation Act. 

5063. Therefore they cannot sell under prime cost?—Yes, I 
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aj'iprchcjKl they can. The Act of* Parliament merely precludes 
the Company from putting it up at more than the cost price* 

t >001. Is it not true that the Company might, by regulating 
the quantity put up, produce any given price of tea, from the 
price which you call the giving-away price, up to almost any 
amount of profit that they might put upon it ?—I have no doubt 
tiiat the Company might raise the price of tea by limiting the 
quantity exposed to sale; but that is a power which, if they 
possess it, they have never exercised. 

6065. Having that power, do you not presume them to exer¬ 
cise it, upon the calculation of giving themselves what they 
consider a reasonable profit ?—I must again repeat to the Com¬ 
mittee, what I know to be the fact, thafTin fixing the quantities 
to be put up for sale, the Company never advert lo the amount 
of profit that they expect to receive* They look only to the state 
oi die market, and their object is to afford an abundant supply. 

6066. Can you state what the pcr-centage of profit is, upon 
the average of any given number of years, upon the tea trade ? 
~~I roni a calculation that, has been made in consequence of Mr. 
Rates s computation, it would appear that, supposing the tea 
to have been all contract Congo (the species assumed by Mr. 
Bates), the rate of profit beyond interest for the use of the 
capital amounted in 1829-30 to twelve per cent, in the two years 
ihat the capital is locked up ; that is, six per cent, per annum. 

5067. Is that the result of two particular years ?—It is the 
result^ only as applicable to contract Congo tea in the year 
J 829-30, ami was ascertained solely for the purpose of meeting 
Mr. Bates s statement, which had reference to that kind of tea, 
and to that year. 

5068. If the same calculation were made for a longer period, 
do you. think it would widely differ from that ?—I think the 
rate of profit would be much higher in former years. I will 
explain one or two of the particulars of the calculation. The 
Company offered to sell their contract congo tea (and although 
that is the tea upon which this calculation was made, yet the 
result would, I believe, be nearly the same as to all kinds of 
tea, the profit on contract congo in 1829-30 affording a fair 
average of the profit of teas upon the whole sale) at 2s. IhL : 
tlm upset price was 2s. Id, and the farthing was the advance at 
which it would have been sold if no more had been bid. The 
price at which it was 5 old was 3d. above that upset price, which 
is twelve per cent.., and the capital is locked up for two years. 

5069. In the upset price at which the tea is put up, is not 
interest for capital included ?—I before stated, that the interest 
is included in the upset price. 

5070. Is not that a particular case that you have selected ?-— 

It is for a particular year, 1829-30, and the calculation is made 
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_.'ll Reference to a particular tea, the contract conga. Both 

the*,year and the tea are those which were selected by Mr. 
Bates. The profit that the Company made in that year upon 
the contract tea is about the average profit that they then made 
upon all descriptions of tea. 

5071. Was the profit in 1829-30 lower than in most other 
years ?—It was much lower. 

5072. tower than any other year ?—-I think it was lower 
than in 1828-9, but that was very low also. 

5073. How do you calculate the capital of the Company 
employed in the tea trade ?—This is calculated upon the prin¬ 
ciple of taking the cost of the tea in China? all the charges upon 
that tea, the freight that is paid, and every thing that consti¬ 
tutes the upset price and the aggregate cost is the capital 
upon which interest is computed. 

5074. Without selecting any particular year, be so good as 
to state to the Committee, upon the average of years, what lias 
been the profit upon the cost price ?—I have not the materials at 
present for stating it, but such an account can be furnished ii 
the Committee desire It. 

5075. On referring to the account of the upset price at which 
the tea was put up in the year 1823, and the price at which 
it was sold, there appear to be these results : the putting up 
price of bohea in 1823 was ls.&d., the sale price 3s.Gd.; for 
Congo, the putting up price was 2s* 2d., the sale price 2,? 6 fad. 
There is another quality of congo, which was 2s. Ad., the sale 
price &7|pi Oftwankay, the putting up price was 2s. 5d., 
the sale price SXtf. Of hyson-skin, the putting up price 
2s. (yd. the sale price 3 s. $&fd. Hyson, the putting up price As., 
the sale price 4$. 9 foci. Were these prices in your contempla¬ 
tion when you gave your answer to a question lately put ?—1 
believe I stated in my former answer, that the calculation had 
reference to the sales of 1829-30, and that I was perfectly aware 
that in most of the earlier years there had been much greater 
profit. 

5076. Could you furnish the Committee with a statement of 
the average profit for the whole period from 1814 to the present 
time ?■—Certainly, if the Committee wish it. 

5077. In the year 1827-8, the prime cost of the tea is stated 
as41,981,419; are the Committee to understand that that is 
the prime cost of the tea to the Company ?—1 apprehend that 
that is the invoice cost, and therefore it includes freight and 
charges upon the outward consignments. 

5078. If the Company sold that tea so as to produce the 
exact sum of £1,981,419, they would be neither gainers nor 
losers P—The prime cost in the statement showing that amount 
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does not include interest or insurance, it is only in the upset 
prices that these items are comprised as actual charges. 

5079. What is meant by giving the Committee a papery in 
which this is stated as the prime cost, if it does not include every 
thing ?—I did not prepare that statement; but I have no doubt 
it was framed for the purpose of giving all the information that it 
was supposed to be the wish of the party who called for the 
account to obtain. 

5080. Does it include every thing but interest ? —It neither 
includes interest nor insurance, nor freight on the homeward 
consignment, nor charges of merchandize in England. 

5081. If the Company had sold their teas for £1,981,419, they 
would have exactly cleared themselves, without either profit or 
loss, with the single exception of interest?—The freight upon 
the homeward investment is not included in that account. 

5082. It appears that in the year 1828-9 the actual sale 
amount was £3,286,272; must not the difference between the 
one sum and the other be the amount of the profits of the India 
Company upon that adventure, always excepting the charge 
still to be made of interest ?—The interest, the freight, and the 
ordinary commercial charges at home, such as are exhibited in 
the profit and loss accounts. 

5083. Will you look at the account of profit and loss upon the 
trade of the East-India Company for the last ten years from 
China, and you will see that the total cost of the teas for ten 
years was £25,681,320; do you consider that to be a fair 
statement of the total cost of the teas to the Company?—Pro¬ 
vided interest and insurance be added, which are not included in 
the profit and loss accounts, as they are not actual outgoings. 

5084. So that, if the Company had sold their teas for that 
precise sum of £25,681,320, they vrould have exactly cleared 
themselves., with the exception of interest and insurance ?— 
Clearly. 

5085. It appears by the same account that they did actually 
sell those teas for the amount of £35,960,064, leaving a profit 
upon that transaction of £10,278,744 ?—Clearly. 

5086. Is not that, in round numbers, a profit of about 40 
percent.?—It is. 

5087*-, In what manner do you reconcile this account with the 
statement you have before given of the small amount of profit 
said to be derived by the Company ?—I apprehend the charge 
of interest and insurance would make a great difference ; but un¬ 
doubtedly one of the principal causes is, that the Company, in 
common with other traders, have suffered a great diminution of 
profit. Their profits, as I before said, were much lower in 
.1829-30 than in former years. 
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Does the first column of prime cost calculated at 6$.8rA 
vy include outward freight ?—It does, 

5089. You have stated, in answer to question 4297, that all 
the Company’s consignments and remittances to China are made 
entirely with a view to, and do in fact terminate in, supplying 
the treasury at Canton with funds for a provision of tea; are you 
aware that the principal object of British merchants, in the 
opening of the trade with India in 1814 down to 1818 inclusive, 
was to furnish funds to purchase Indian produce for shipment to 
Europe* in the same manner that it is now the object of the 
East-India Company to furnish funds in China for their invest¬ 
ments of tea; and are you further aware that since 1818 down 
to the present time, the nature of that trade to India has entirely 
changed, in consequence of the extensive demand for British 
manufacture in India, the purchase of Indian produce, in the 
place of being, as formerly, an object desirable as profitable 
investment, being now become a means of remittance ?—The 
Company have the most convincing evidence of the increasing 
difficulty of finding the necessary means of remittance from 
India, caused in great measure by the demand of returns for 
exports to that country. 

5090. Was it not from 1814 to 1818, and at anterior periods, 
a difficulty of an opposite description; namely, a difficulty of 
creating funds in India to pay for the articles sent out?—Not 
from 1814 to 1818, so far as the Company were concerned. 
Their difficulty has been in obtaining remittances for the funds 
belonging to them in India. 

5091. The question refers to private merchants?—Tam not 
acquainted with the private trade; I know that bullion used to 
go to India in much greater quantity than it does now. 

5092. Do not you know that now the difficulty is to find the 
means of remittance from India, whereas before the opening of 
the trade, and for the first few years after that opening, with 
reference to the private merchant, the difficulty was to find the 
means of creating a fund in India for the payment of goods to 
be brought from that country to this ?—I know that the diffi¬ 
culty now is the finding means of remittance from India ; but I 
do not feel myself competent to say what difficulty of an opposite 
kind may have been experienced by private merchants, 

5093. Do you not then think that, under those circumstances, 
if the monopoly of the Company’s trade to China were discon¬ 
tinued, the importation of tea into tins country would soon 
assume the same character as the importations of cotton, foreign 
coffee, saltpetre, and other Indian products in the India trade ? 
—I think there is a great difference between the trade with 
India and the trade with China. Whatever success may have 
attended the endeavour to export British manufactures to India, 
it by no. means follows that the same result, would attend a 
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free trade to China, because the introduction, more extensively 
than at present, of such articles, would depend upon local regu¬ 
lations. We have controlled such regulations in India, and 
have thereby interfered with the native manufactures; but we 
could not exercise any such control in China. 

5094. In point of fact, have not the Americans already, in 
their trade to China, in a great degree produced such a state of 
things; namely, a large importation of produce of other coun¬ 
tries, and a consequent low price of tea ?—I have heard that 
latterly the Americans have resorted to the practice of export- 
ing British manufactures and produce to China; but I liave only 
learned that fact from the evidence given before this Committee. 
It bad been my impression that the principal exports of the 
Americans to China were dollars; and I still think that, upon 
the, whole, dollars have to them proved the most profitable 
mode of paying for their teas. 

5095. Supposing the Chinese to manifest the same disposition 
to comsume British manufactures, either from their cheapness 
or their superior quality, or from any other motive, which the 
natives of India have manifested since the opening of the trade 
to India, would not the same result probably arise in the inter- 
change of commodities between the two countries; namely, a 
very great increase of the export trade of this country, and a 
greater demand in China for the produce of that country, at¬ 
tended with the lower price probably of the article ?—It might 
have such an effect; but to the extent that it had, India would 
suffer by an abridgment of the means of remittance of that 
portion of the Indian revenues which is expended in this country. 

5096. Assuming that the Chinese will consume our manu¬ 
factures, do you think that if they do consume them they would 
not find a means of remittance in the increased supply of tea 
and other articles from China ?—They must certainly give 
something in return for whatever they took from us; but that 
something would not augment the channel of remittance from 
India ; besides which, how would the difference of exchange be 
made up to the Indian community which they now derive from 
the profits of the Company's trade. 

5097. Supposing the same supply of opium and other com¬ 
modities to go from India to China,’ or supposing that supply to 
be increased, would there not be the same funds created as 
means of remittance ?—There might be the same funds created 
as means of remittance, but they would not be applicable to 
the same object. The funds that are now created as a means of 
remittance to the Company form the source from which they 
derive that profit from which the inhabitants of India now get a 
benefit, which they could not obtain in any other mode, unless 
directly from the people of England. 

5098. Do you mean to state, that if 10,000,000 of dollars 
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,/ere raised in China by a quantity of opium sent from India to 11 May 1830, 
China, those 10,000,000 would not create a credit, out of f ( 7^ etviU 
which a remittance to that amount might be made to hi* ' Esqt 
country, whether bv private trade or by the Company ?~-There 
can be no doubt of it; and the Company already avail them¬ 
selves of that credit for the purchase of two-thirds of their teas* 

5099, You stated in your former evidence, that the average 
period that the Company’s tea remains in their warehouses is 
twenty months, and that the charge of interest, which the Com¬ 
pany makes under the Commutation Act is for eighteen months; 
and you further stated your opinion that were the tea to remain 
in warehouse for a shorter period than eighteen months the pro¬ 
vision of the Commutation A ct, in sec. 5, would not be complied 
with: are you not of opinion, that the keeping of five or six 
months’stock of tea in the Company’s warehouses, added to 
the quantities ordered and not arrived, as stated in the statute, 
would have been a sufficient compliance with the intention of 
the Legislature; and would not the keeping of such stock have 
enabled the Company to supply the public with a cheaper and 
fresher supply of tea?—I arn clearly of opinion, that if the 
Company had so reduced their supply, the Act would have 
been infringed. I have read the Act deliberately since yester¬ 
day, and considered it well • and it occurs to me, that to sup¬ 
pose that, the Legislature meant that the Company should 
consider as on hand the quantity of tea ordered but not in 
warehouse, is to assume that the Company might have their 
warehouses completely empty. 1 think the Legislature, looking 
at the uncertainty and liability to interrupt ion which, especially 
in early years, was felt to attach to the China trade, must have 
intended to guard against the contingency of a failure of supply. 

And I would respectfully submit to this Committee, whether 
supposing that, at the present moment, instead of the subject 
of discussion now before them, they were inquiring into an 
allegation that the Company had infringed the law, the China 
trade being interrupted, and no tea being in the warehouse, the 
majority of men would hesitate to pronounce an opinion, that, 
under the Act in question, the Company were bound to do what 
they have done. 

5100. Would not the intention of the Legislature, w hich was 
that there should always be twelve months’ supply beforehand, 
have been complied with, by having always six months’ supply 
in hand over and above the supply coming in ?—I think it would 
not. Th© Act provides a minimum, and states the object to be 
that of having a stock always beforehand. 

5101. Does it not frequently happen, in consequence of the 
present system, that the tea is sometimes two or three years in 
England before it is sold ?—1 think not. It is not within my 
department; but from what I have heard, I should suppose it 
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has very rarely happened that tea has been so long as two years 
in warehouse. There may be cases in which tea, rejected a*; a 
sale, and then put up without price at the following sale, has 
been kept more than two years. The interest is never charged 
beyond the eighteen months. 

5103. In point of fact, at. the last March sale, were there not 
teas put up and sold that were imported in March, April, and 
May 1827 ?■—I am not aware of the fact. 

5103. Could you ascertain that? —Certainly. 

5104. When you spoke of teas being rejected, you did not 
mean rejected for their quality, but rejected because the quan¬ 
tity is superabundant ?—They are offered for sale at the upset 
price, and nobody bids for them ; but I cannot possibly say why 
individuals do not bid. 

5105. Then they are put up again and sold without reserve ? 
—Yes; and there have been instances in which teas rejected at 
one sale, when put up at the upset price, have been put up at 
the succeeding sale at no price, and have fetched more than 
the price at which they were first put up. 

5106. Can you state to the Committee what reduction in the 
upset prices of bohea and congo has been made by the Com¬ 
pany in the forty years which have elapsed from the year 1784, 
when the upset price was fixed by the Commutation Act fc the 
four first sales afterwards?—I cannot. I have seen such a do¬ 
cument, but I have not got it by me; it can be furnished to the 
Committee for every year. 

5107. Has the reduction in the upset price of tea since the 
year 1814 kept pace with the general reduction in the price of 
other articles of importation from foreign countries ?—My 
impression is, that there has been a less reduction in the price 
of tea than on that of other articles, but that there has also 
been a less rise; I think there have been less violent fluctuations 
in the price of tea than in that of other commodities. 

5108. In point of fact, whatever have been the circumstances 
and changes in the value of money, or otherwise, that have so 
greatly lowered the price of all articles of foreign import, the 
price of tea has not lowered in the same proportion ?«—* Perhaps 
not; but I think it would have, if the price had also risen in 
the same proportion. 

5109. As far as the price was affected by the exchange and 
the value of money, must it not have risen in the same pro¬ 
portion, because the upset price was always determined by the 
prime cost at Canton ? — What I mean to say is, that so far as I 
am informed, the rise and fall in the prices of tea were not so 
considerable as in those of other articles. 

5110. You have also stated that the profit was much larger at 
the period in question?—It was. 
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11. Ought not then the upset price to have fallen still more 11 M*y 1830. 
inconsequence of the profit being so much reduced as h has . 

since been ?—The upset price is not regulated by the profit. J * 

5112. Does not the upset price now include the lower rate 
of exchange, and the import charges ?—It does; the upset 
price has doubtless been affected and reduced by the reduction 
m the prices at which the Company provide their outward con¬ 
signments to China, and by the reduction in the rates of ex¬ 
change at which their bills have been negotiated. 

5113. In point of fact, do you think that any other article of 
merchandize in general trade can be pointed out in which the 
reduction has been so inconsiderable as in tea since the year 
1814 ?—I really am not sufficiently conversant with merchandize 
in general to be able to speak to that. 

5114. You have stated that the sending of merchandize from 
India to China was an encouragement to the trade in one im¬ 
portant article of Indian produce, namely, cotton; can you 
state what has been the loss to the Company on the average of 
ten years, ending 1827-8, upon this branch of their trade?— 

The profit and loss accounts will probably shew that, though 
they include sandal*wood as well as cotton. 

5115.. Admitting that that trade is carried on at an average 
annual loss to the Company, do not you consider that the per¬ 
severing in a trade which is attended by a yearly loss is more 
likely, by deranging the necessary relation between supply and 
demand, to prove a discouragement than an encouragement to 
the trade in any article of merchandize ?—*As a general prin¬ 
ciple, tliat may be correct. 

5116. Do you think it is so in this particular case?—In that 
particular case the result is arrived at after adding the Com¬ 
pany's freight. 

5117. Are you not of opinion that in whatever degree there 
might exist an effective demand for cottons in the Chinese 
market, that demand would he naturally supplied by the mer¬ 
chants of India?--I have no doubt of that. 


5118. Then is it desirable that the Company should waste 
their funds in such a trade ?—They do not waste their funds, 
because the freight upon the ships must be incurred at any rate; 
and deducting that freight, which, but for being put upon the 
cotton, would come upon the tea, the Company, by their cot¬ 
ton transactions, realize the tale at a lower rate than they would 
by bills; and therefore, so far as the upset price of tea is con¬ 
cerned, it is clear that the Company’s consignments of cotton 
are advantageous. 

5119. Although at one period they did realize a lower rate 
than by bills, would they do so now?—The last two or three 
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years they would not; but upon the average of years they 
would. 

5120. Supposing the same trade, to the same extent, to have 
been carried on by private individuals, would not imports be 
created in Canton to the same amount ?—Yes; but the tale 
would be more highly valued, because the sending of cotton is 
one mode of reducing the expence of the freight upon the tea- 

5121. Then, supposing the freights of the Company to be 
much higher than the freights of individuals, would not that 
affect it?—That would affect it, undoubtedly; but the Com¬ 
pany's freights depend upon the law which regulates their 
shipping. 

51252. You stated, in answer to questions 4326^ and 4327, 
that the most disadvantageous mode which the Company could 
adopt of providing funds for the purchase of teas was by send¬ 
ing British manufactures to China; and further, that the Com¬ 
pany have always been desirous, from policy, of exporting the 
produce and manufactures of this country to places to which 
they have an exclusive privilege of trading, and that they have 
felt themselves tinder something like a moral obligation to do so. 
Are you aware that, during the last twelve years, the export of 
British manufactures by the Americans to China has greatly 
increased, whereas since the commencement of the present 
charter the export of the East-India Company has diminished ?*#, 
—I have not by me the particulars of the American trade. 1 
see, by the statements that have been submitted to this Com¬ 
mittee, there has been an increase in their exports of British 
manufactures, the amount of which, however, falls far short of 
the quantity exported by the Company. 

5123. Has not the quantity exported by the Company been 
diminished?—1 rather think that there has been no material 
decrease in the quantity; the value is of course less. 

5124. Can you suppose that when the Americans have been 
increasing their exports they could be actuated by any other 
consideration than a view to their own interest ?—I should 
think that no merchant would export goods that he did not 
expect to make a profit upon; but as to any comparison of the 
Company’s exports with those of the Americans, it would be 
desirable to ascertain the result of the Company’s consignments 
in the years 1828-9 and 1829-30. Information has been re¬ 
ceived, from which it may be inferred that the Company’s 
consignments of those two seasons will prove one of the best 
modes of remittance that the Company have adopted ; and it 
is not unlikely that some of the favourable statements which 
the Committee have received of the American exports may 
have reference to a later oeriod than those yet made up of the 
Company’s. 
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125. In point of fact, you have stated that hitherto it has 11 May 1830, 
the worst ?—It has hitherto, upon an average of the years ~~ 
since 1811-15. 

■512.6. Supposing it should turn out that the best, mode which 
the Company cun now resort to of creating funds in China is the 
export of British manufactures, whilst that export is also in¬ 
creasing through the channel of American commerce, would it 
not lead to the inference that the Chinese are become more dis¬ 
posed to Consume the manufactures of this country, and thereby 
to afford a greater facility to the extension of their trade ?—The 
improvement has probably arisen from the low rate at which the 
goods have been purchased here. There can be no doubt, if 
the fact should be established that a profitable trade is carried 
on with China in British manufactures to a larger extent than 
used to be, and that such should continue to be the case, that 
that will show an increasing demand for them. 

5127. Will not the benefit of that fact have been principally 
supplied by the enterprise of the American private trade ?—I 
cannot say that I think the American trade has reference parti¬ 
cularly to late periods. There has been a great, depression of 
the prices of manufactured articles in this country, and I believe 
the profit upon them will in consequence be large this year, and 
that it has been large in the last year; but that will be the case 
with the Company’s consignments, as well as with those of the 
Americans. 

5128. If there should be a favourable result, should you attri¬ 
bute it to the fall of prices of British manufactures?—! should 
think principally. I would explain, upon the subject of British 
manufactures, that the chief loss which the Company would 
appear to have sustained has been in articles made of British 
wool, and that the obligation under which the Company have 
felt themselves has been to protect that trade in particular. In 
articles made in England of foreign wool, the remittances have 
upon the whole been rather profitable than otherwise. 

5129. You stated, in answer to question 4330, that the insu¬ 
rance is charged by the Company at the rale of three per cent. 

It has been given in evidence to the Committee, that the ordi¬ 
nary rate of insurance for sea risk on the voyage to or from 
India is from two to two and a half; and It is further stated, 
that the risk in the Company’s ships is smaller than in any other 
class of vessels; does not the enhanced rate charged by the 
Company add to the upset price of the teas ?—I am satisfied 
that if the Committee will be pleased to call for further informa¬ 
tion upon that subject, they, will find that that which has been 
given in* evidence is incorrect. I had an opportunity of con¬ 
versing with one of the most experienced members of Lloyd’s, 
who has been there more than forty years, and who states that 
he is prepared to give it in evidence to this Committee that the 

4 Y 



EVIDENCE ON EAST-IN M A AFFAIRS: ^ 
ordinary rate for insurance at the present moment upon a Com^ 
pany’s ship is three per cent, out and three per cent, home, that 
is, six per cent, lor the whole voyage. 

5130. What is the actual loss of the Company by sea-risk ?— 
It is very inconsiderable indeed; I believe not above three- 
quarters per cent. 

5131. So that the difference between the three-quarters per 
cent, and the three per cent, you consider to be the profit to them 
as underwriters ? —Certainly. 

5132. Do the Company always insure their own ships?— 
They are their own insurers in all cases. 

5133. You have stated that there has been a greater fluctua¬ 
tion in the price of other articles of merchandize than in that of 
tea ; do you give that answer after an examination of the facts 
of the case ?*—No, it is from what I have heard. 

5134. Are you aware of the average price of pepper during 
the period in question ?—-I have no information upon that sub¬ 
ject. 

5135. Are you aware that a part of the fall in price of 
those articles arises from the circumstance of their being consi¬ 
dered as a consignment from a foreign country, and the profit 
upon the whole transaction, including freight, falling in a great 
measure upon the outward cargo from this country ?—I am not 
aware of that being the case ; but it certainly would not do for 
the Company, if they are to meet the obligations imposed upow 
them, to import their teas without realizing any profit upon 
them. 

5136. In answer to a question upon the subject of the export 
of British manufactures from this country to China, you made a 
distinction between the quantity and value of those manufac¬ 
tures ; and you stated that, although the value of the Company’s 
exports of that description had decreased, the quantities had not 
decreased; does it not appear, by this account, that there has 
been a considerable decrease in the quantities — [_A 'printed Ac¬ 
count being shewn to the witness'] ?— 1 This account is made up 
only to 1827-8. In that year there was a decrease in woollens 
and an increase in metals. 

5137. Is not the amount of the metals and other articles very 
inconsiderable, compared with that of the woollens ?—It is. 

5138. Do the Company charge three per cent, on the export 
of bullion ?—No; they do not. 

5139. Are you not aware that bills on the Court of Directors 
and the Government of India, have for several years been in 
great request at Canton ?—I dare say they have. I have no 
doubt that individuals in India woujd be very glad to avail them¬ 
selves of that mode of remittance, if the treasury were regularly 
open for cash in exchange for bills. 
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5440. In fact, if there he such demand for bills at Canton, 
isfit not probable that there would be less difficulty than you 
appeared to apprehend in providing so large a sum as two mil¬ 
lions sterling ?—I think two millions sterling is a large sum to 
provide ; and I have seen nothing in the documents received 
from China which induces me to think that the supercargoes 
suppose that they could negotiate bills to that extent annually; 
at the same time, if the treasury were regularly open, no doubt 
a large sum would seek remittance to England in that mode, 
but that would interfere with the operation of the Company's 
system as prescribed by law. 

5141. In point of fact, with the increased demand on the 
part of the Company, and with the greatly increased demand 
on the part of the Americans and other foreigners trading to 
China, has not the exchange been regularly falling from 5s. 6d. 
to 3s. 11/i. the dollar?—3$. lid. is a rate I have seen quoted 
in the Canton Register; but I have seen against it “ No 
bills.” 

5142. Has not it been affected by the price of silver in Eu¬ 
rope ?—That has affected it, no doubt. 

5143. Do not the words “ no bills ” mean that at the price of 
3s . lid. or 4s. there are no bills offered?—-1 think it really 
means that there are no persons ready to grant the bills. 

5144. Then the fact is that at Canton, at the date of this 
price-current, you might have the dollar for 3s. I Id. if you were 
disposed to give a credit upon London by a bill drawn upon 
London? —To some extent; but the low rate quoted may have 
been caused by no hills being obtainable. Had bills been offer¬ 
ed, the rate might and probably would have risen. 

5145. Then the exchange has fallen from 5s. 6d. to 3s. 11 d, 
notwithstanding an increased export of productions Of China? 
—It has materially fallen. 

5146. And this fund might have been created without pro¬ 
ducing any of those effects which you apprehended would arise 
from a demand for two millions sterling ?—My apprehension 
as to a demand in China for two millions sterling was, that 
the Company, compelled as they are by law to secure the 
public from failure in the supply of tea, could not with safety 
trust to that, mode only for obtaining their funds in China ; and 
nothing that I have heard has tended to remove that appre¬ 
hension. 

5147. Are you aware that in eleven years, from 1817-18 to 
1827-8, the value of Indian opium sold at Canton alone, without 
including other quantities deposited in the other parts of China, 
has increased from 2,951,100 Spanish dollars in the first of those 
years to 11,243,496 in the last of those years?—I know that 
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there has been a great increase in the price which opium has 
fetched in Canton; but I have understood that that price has 
greatly fallen, and that by the last accounts it was still de¬ 
creasing. 

5148. Are you also aware that the exports of Chinese mer¬ 
chandize have been far from keeping pace with this extraordinary 
increase of exportation of opium ?—I am aware that there has 
been a remittance of bullion from China to India every year to 
pay the balance. 

5149. Does not the large remittance of bullion from China to 
India to pay the balance explain the temporary failing off in the 
supply of opium from India to China; and does not it, in fact, 
show that the state of the trade now from China with other parts 
of the world is one in which they want the means of remittance, 
in order to pay for the great quantity of opium and other articles 
thc.t they consume ?—it would appear that the Chinese cannot 
make returns in merchandize for all that they take. 

5150. Then the result is, that in proportion to the consign¬ 
ments made of opium and many of those other articles, there 
will be greatly extended facilities given to the Company, or any 
other parties trading with China, for making remittances to India, 
and from India to Europe ?— 1 To India, certainly; and the Com¬ 
pany avail themselves of that resource to the extent of two- 
thirds of what they want. 

5151. Are you not of opinion that if the Chinese could find 
increased means of remittance, they would consume a further 
quantity of opium and other goods from India and this country ? 
-~-No doubt; but with respect to the opium trade, considerable 
uncertainty attaches to that, on account of the rigour that 
every now and then bursts out on the part of the government to 
check that contraband trade. 

5152. When you see the consumption of one article increas¬ 
ing, in the short space of ten years, five-fold, is it not a strong 
presumption that that increase is likely to be still more extend¬ 
ed, if it be not interfered with by some over-ruling authority ?— 
It may in that period have reached its maximum. 

5153. Can you state the amount of dollars and silver that was 
remitted to Bengal in the year 1828 ?— Such an account has 
been prepared, but I have not got it. 

5154. In point of fact, did it exceed 5,000,000 of dollars?— 
I am not aware. 

5155. Have you seen the price-current in the Canton Register 
of the 26th of February 1828 ?—I havp not, 

5156. Are you aware that in the price-current it is stated, 
that the export from Canton to India for the season 1827-8 
amounts in bullion to 5,667,979 Spanish dollars ?—I am not 
aware of that fact, but I have no reason to doubt it. 
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And that, besides, the Company's Factory drew bills on } 1 
the government of India to the extent of 1,700,000 Spanish ^ 
dollars ?—Very probably that was the case* 

5158. Have you seen the Chinese price-current of the 4th of 
February 1828 ?~~No. 

5159. Then you are not aware that it states that the exports 
of bullion this season have been to a very large amount, and that 
in consequence of the low rates of exchange many had been in¬ 
duced to make their returns to India and Europe in metals, 
iron, lead, and steel, to the extent to which they were procur¬ 
able ? — I certainly was not aware that there was such proot ot 
the difficulty of effecting returns from China to Europe. 

5160. Does not this fact show that there is a very great 
change in the trade with China; namely, that apparently the 
Chinese are embarrassed to find remittances in payment of the 
articles which they consume from India and from Europe ?— 

It would undoubtedly show great difficulty in making returns. 

5161. Especially, too, if they have been driven to the neces¬ 
sity of sending goods imported from Europe to market as a 
means of payment ?—Clearly. I certainly was not before 
aware that goods imported into China from Europe had been 
re-exported. 

5162. Does not the difficulty of remittance from China to 
India equally apply to other parts of the world; because, if the 
remittance be made through India, it would equally extend to 
other parts of the world ?—It would. 

5163. Would not the cheaper price of tea, inducing a great 
increase of consumption in this country, afford the Chinese the 
facility for a greater remittance than they now have ?—It would 
undoubtedly give them a greater remittance. 

5164. Suppose, for instance, that instead of 30,000,000 we 
consume 60,000,000 of tea, would not the Chinese have the 
means of paying for a greatly increased quantity of European 
mechandize, or of the produce of India, whichever suited their 
taste to consume?—Undoubtedly; but if the larger quantity of 
tea were sold to the consumers only for the same sum that is 
now given for the smaller quantity, there would be no more 
than there now is to expend in British manufactures. 

5165. If there is double the quantity of tea sold, will not 
that give them a double power of consumption ?—The more the 
Chinese can give, the more they can take in return. 

5166. The Committee called for a return of any accounts or 
estimates which have beeft transmitted to the Lords of the 
Treasury under the Commutation Act, showing the sales made, 
the quantities put up to sale, and the prices and other particu¬ 
lars referred to in that Act, for the last five years ; the answer 
to that requisition has been, that no such accounts have been 
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sent to the Treasury ; are you of opinion, looking at the 
section of the ComrmUation Act, that, it does not require such 
accounts?—That clause has always been construed to mean 
that the Lords of the Treasury were to have these accounts 
when they required them. 

5167. I a tliat the construction that the words imply?—! 
think it was at least as obligatory upon, the Lords of the 
Treasury to call for the accounts as upon the Court to furnish 
them. 

5168. The words are, “ That the said United Company shall, 
from time to time, lay before the Lord High Treasurer, or the 
Commissioners of the Treasury, copies of the accounts and 
estimates upon which such orders for importation, or prices for 
sales, or quantities put up to sale, shall be grounded, whenever 
such orders shall be sent out, or as often as they shall be called 
upon for the same by the said Lord High Treasurer or the Lords 
of the Treasury.” Is not the natural construction of these words, 
that those accounts are to be regularly sent whenever those 
transactions take place ?—That would have been my construc¬ 
tion, if the word had been and instead of or, but there is an 
option given. The last clause would not have been necessary if 
the first had been imperative. 

5169. Does the East-India Company, insuring itself, pay any 
duty to the stamp-office for their insurances ?—None at all. The 
Company do not insure. 

5170. You stated yesterday, that if the trade to China were 
thrown open, and the Company continued to carry it on in com¬ 
petition with the private trade, you thought* with all the ad¬ 
vantages they possessed in starting, they might continue that 
competition : have the Company, with all the advantages they 
possessed at the opening the trade with India in 18 J 4, been 
able to sustain their competition with the private traders?— 
With respect to that, I stated yesterday the Company’s trade 
from India since 1814-15 had realized to them a better remit¬ 
tance than the bills of private merchants; and I would now 
state that the Company have been and are compelled to make 
the trade of India a trade of remittance. They must bring the 
rupee home from the government of India, and get what they 
can for it; I cannot therefore look upon the Indian trade as one 
that the Company can conduct upon mere mercantile princi¬ 
ples ; besides which, in judging of the results of the Company’s 
Indian trade, the Committee will not fail to bear in mind 
that the accounts include the loss by the Board’s rates of 
exchange. 

5171. Have they made n profit independently of that arbi¬ 
trary valuation of the rupee?—I think that upon the average, 
since 1814-15, if the accounts were made up at the mercantile 
rates, it would appear that the Company had made a profit upon 
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xtdian trade. In some of the earlier years they made a very 
rge profit. The account upon the Committee’s table embraces 
only ten years; if they will call for an account for the whole 
period since 1814-15, I think they will perceive a much more 
favourable result. 

5172. Supposing the exclusive trade with China were taken 
away from the East-India Company, but that they still continued 
to carry on that trade as a Company, and supposing that by car¬ 
rying on that trade it were considerably more dividcd'tlmn it has 
been, would not the increased competition in the China market 
give an opportunity to the Chinese to raise the general prices of 
their tea?—I have no doubt that it would do so ; and I think 
that an opinion. to that effect has been given in evidence before 
this Committeeby persons who are conversant with the Chinese 
character and the Canton market. 

5173. Supposing the Indian products were considerably im¬ 
proved In quality, and produced in a larger quantity in India, 
would not that tend greatly to obviate the difficulties which you 
now find in obtaining remittances from the East ?—~If you can 
find a market for them, a profitable extension of exports from 
India is, in any humble judgment, an object the attainment of 
which is most desirable. 

5174. Would not cotton constitute a considerable portion 
of these remittances under the circumstances supposed ?—It 
might. 

*5175. Would not there a market be found for that cotton ?— 
The cotton of India comes into competition with Egyptian cotton, 
and other cottons which, although as cheap in their production, 
are probably superior to it in many respects. 

5176, Do not you think that the staple of the cotton might be 
considerably improved, so as to make it equal to other c ottons ? 
—I think it is very much to be desired that every practical 
improvement should be effected. 

5177. Has not the Court of Directors taken special pains 
in directing the attention of the government to that subject ?-— 
They have. 
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ROBERT RICK ARDS, Esq. again called in, and examined. 

5178. Have you had an opportunity of examining the state- 13 May 1830. 
ments delivered in to this Committee by Mr. Melvill, and his 
observations on the statements laid by you before this Commit¬ 
tee ?—I have examined them, as far as the leisure I could devote 
to it would admit. 

5179. Will you turn to question 4359 of Mr. Melvilfs evi- 


R. Rickards, 
Esq. 




JR. Rickards, 


EVIDENCE ON EAST-1NDTA AFFAIRS 


■Sl 


dence, which relates principally to the prices of tea, awl strife 
what observations you have to make upon his answer respecting 
the price being charged too low by you ?—Mr. Melvill, in his 
remarks upon my statement, seems to think that I have taken 
the price of tea 1 Y 1 China at too low a rate. He says, “ Mr. Rick¬ 
ards computes the prime cost of tea in the coin of China very 
far below what is taken either by Mr. Bates or Mr. Thornley, 
and so far below what is actually paid by the Company, that I 
cannot imagine that the Company could have obtained teas at 
the prices computed by Mr. Rickards without a deterioration in 
quality.” The prices included in the statement I delivered to 
the Committee in my answer 84p. 429, to show at what 
rate a private merchant could import tea into this country at a 
profit, are the price#, I presume, to which Mr. Melvill alludes. 
'Chose prices may be lower than the Company's, but they are 
the prices at which private merchants and individuals are con¬ 
stantly in the habit of purchasing their teas in China, and even 
at a lower rate. It is very certain that whenever the Company 
go into the market to purchase any commodity, prices rise ; and 
this appears in the present instance to be the case, as the 
China price-currents will show; for in every year, from the 
month of October to the month of January. the period of the 
Company’s ships being in China, prices are at the highest; after 
that they fall. I have a price-current which states, in the month 
of May 1829, the price of congo tea (the chief article of import) 
to be from 18 to 20 tales per pecul. Private merchants profe^ 
to be in the habit of purchasing equally good tea at 18 tales per 
pecul with that of the Company, which is charged at 26 tales 
per pecuh 1 have taken it in my statement at the medium be¬ 
tween 18 and 26, namely, 22 tales per pecul, deeming it a fair 
rate for such a statement as that which I submitted to the Com¬ 
mittee in my answer 3454#, p. 429, and which I take to be the 
statement here referred to. 

5180. You are speaking of corresponding qualities of course ? 
—I am speaking of a corresponding quality, because I have 
repeatedly heard of tea which has been purchased in China 
at 18 tales per pecul selling here at the same rate, and some¬ 
times higher than the Company’s tea of the same denomination. 

5181. Have you heard or are you able to assign any reason 
why private merchants should be able to purchase their tea on 
better terms than the Company do?—Private merchants will 
always make better bargains than the Company’s agents can; 
and, as far as my observation goes, their purchases are gene¬ 
rally made at the rate I now mentioned : I believe the Ameri¬ 
cans do the same. In what is called the season, that is, from 
October to January, when the Company are in the market, and 
when their ships are loading for Europe, the teas are, as before 
observed, quoted invariably in the Canton price-currents at much 
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^ prices than they are the rest of the year; congo, for 
ijtarnple, is generally quoted at 26 tales per pecul, and im¬ 
mediately after the season closes it falls to from 13 to 20, and 
so continues for the remainder of the year. After the season 
closes, the tea is commonly denominated old tea, in contra¬ 
distinction to the tea purchased during the season, which is 
called new tea ; but the old tea is, generally speaking, fully as 
good as what is denominated new tea, or as that exposed at the 
Company’s sales; and for this simple reason, viz. that although 
it might be somewhat older tea in China than the Company’s 
when purchased, yet when it comes to this country in the privi¬ 
lege of the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships, it 
is sold immediately on arrival, whereas the Company’s tea is 
kept, according to Mr. MelviH's statement, upon an average of 
twenty months in warehouse before sale; therefore the Com¬ 
pany’s tea, when sold, must be fully as old, or perhaps older, 
than what is called old tea purchased by the Company’s officers 
in China. 

5162. Are the Committee to understand that during the 
large purchases made by the Company in the few months of the 
year the prices are raised by that demand ?—The price*currents 
of China invariably show a rise at that period. 

5183. Are you able, from any of the documents on the table 
of the Committee, to state the relative sale prices in England of 
the private trade tea, and of the tea sold by the Company, tak¬ 
ing the congo as an example?—According to the Account 
No. 15, in Paper 6 of the papers delivered in to the Committee 
in 1830, it appears that the price of the Company’s congo tea 
at the June sale of 1823 was 2s. 7 fad., the private trade tea in 
the same sale sold for 3s.8j\ r d.; in the congo tea there is a 
difference throughout the whole of those sales, from the cursory 
view I now take of it, rather, 1 should think, in favour of the 
private trade, though I do not perceive any instance of so great 
a difference as in tins June sale. 

5184. You are aware that the Company purchase a large 
portion of their tea by contract made with the tea merchants 
previous to the season ?—■ Yes. 

5185. Have the officers of the Company’s ships any other 
means of purchasing than going into the public market the same 
as foreigners?—No other that I am aware of. 

5186. Therefore none of the private trade tea can be contract 
tea?—I am not aware how private traders make their bargains 
on all occasions. Some of the purchases made by private indi¬ 
viduals are, as 1 understand, taken from the Hong, and some 
from the outside merchants. I do not myself know of any con¬ 
tracts entered into by individuals similar to those of the East- 
In dia Company. 

5187. And although the tea belonging to the officers of the 
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Company's ships h not contract tea, yet by the sale prices _ 
have stated it sells in England at a. higher price than the Com: 
pany’s tea?*—So it appears on some occasions, at. least by this 
statement. 

5-188., Are ym able,, from any communication with officers 
who have been at Canton, to state whether the prices they pay 
for their tea are higher W lower generally than those quoted hi 
the price-currents, or stated by the Company to be their average 
price ?—They are almost invariably, I believe, lower than the 
prices quoted in, the Canton price~currents between the months 
of October and January in each year. 

5189, Will yoa look at some of the othee years, and see whe¬ 
ther the private trade tea sells at. prices above or below the* 
Company’s sale prices?--In the June sale of 1824 the Com¬ 
pany s congo sold at 2s. GcL a pound, and the private trade tea, 
at 2's. 1 Od> In 1825 the Company's corigo sold at 2s. fyf&dtr and 
the private trade tea at 2s. && d In. June 1826 the Company's, 
Congo is quoted at 2s* 2fod. and 2s. A* ^d. y and the private 
triple tea at 2s. 1-^d* 

5190. Will you state the result m December 1826 ?—.1 
December sales 1826 the Company’s Congo is quoted at 2s. 
and 2s. 5 T ^<£, and the private trade tea at 

519 L Are you able, by looking at those accounts of sales of 
tea hi this country, both ‘Company’s and private trade tea, to say 
whether, on an average, the private trade tea sells at an inferior 
price to that of the Company ?—I have not made any calcula¬ 
tion founded upon this account, as to the average price of the 
tea sold by the Company and that sold by private individuals; 
but, o*n a cursory view of this document, ifc appears to me that 
what I before stated, in answer to the questions that have been 
put to me on this subject, is confirmed, and that the private, 
trade tea, upon the average, sells at as fair a price as the Com¬ 
pany's tea in this market, and in some instances it has been, 
found to sell higher. 

5192. Do you mean relatively to its quality?'—I have given 
my reasons for presuming that the quality of the private trade 
tea is not inferior to that of the Company. 

5193. Are the Committee then to conclude that the evidence 
given by you at your first examination, as to the prices of tea#, 
is fully borne out by these documents before the Committee,, 
and by the information from private merchants, and is not erro¬ 
neous, as stated m Mr. Melvill’s evidence ?—It is fully borne 
out by the documents which I have referred to, including the. 
Canton price-curre nts, as far as regards the prices I have in¬ 
serted in Ll) e State me n t ,d < di v ei$d in in answer to question 3454a* 
and contained in page 429 of the Evidence. 

5194. When you state that the private trade tea k sold at the 
same rates upon the average as the Company’s tea, do you mean 
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ide by what you first tfaid, that it was sold m a higher 13 May 
te; because you set out by referring to a particular year, in 
which yon showed a great discrepancy, which discrepancy does) 
not exist upon the whole average of years ?—I referred, in the 
first instance, to the June sale of 1823, because it was die first 
column in this -account which I was directed to examine and 
quote. In cursorily looking over the remaining sales, which are 
very numerous in this paper, it appeared to me that the average 
price of the private trade tea was upon the w hole as high, and 
sometimes higher than the Company’s ; as, for example, in 1827, 
in the June sale, the Company’s Congo sold at 2.y. S-^d. and 
2,?. while the private trade tea sold at 2a*. 4-^ r d. There 

are certainly variations in the different sales contained m this 
account; but on the whole I do not see any thing that mate¬ 
rially affects the evidence I have given on the subject of prices. 

5195. Do you think upon the average they sell for nearly the 
same ?—it appears by this document that they do. 

5196. You have stated that the sales at the India-House, in 
general, have produced as ^ood a price of the tea belonging to 
private trade as that belonging to the Company; will you be so 
good as to state to the Committee whether the tea purchased by 
officers belonging to the Company in China, and sold at the 
Imha-Heuse, is the same quality of tea which is bought by 
foreign traders in China?—I cannot pretend to say what the 
exact quality of the tea sold at. the India-House is, having never 
examined it, it not being in my way to deal in tea in any respect ? 
hat 1 have given reasons in the former part of my examination 
for presuming that the ten purchased in China, and sold by the' 
Company’s officers in this country, is of an equal quality with 
that put up at the Company's sales on their own account. 

5197. Is it purchased in China at rates very much the same 
as those given by foreign traders?—I do not know what the 
Americans purchase their teas at. I can only judge from the 
regular course of the price-currents which I have quoted ; and 
accordingly infer, that if British private traders can purchase 
tea at 18 to 20 tales per pecul, Americans may do the same. 

5198. Is not then the inference from your answer, that the 
teas sold at the India House of the private trade must be equal 
to the teas purchased by the India Company?—I presume that 
they are equal, for the reasons I have already given. 

5199. Can you state to the Committee whether the teas 
purchased in China by Americans and other traders are of the 
same quality as those purchased by the officers of the Com¬ 
pany ?—I have no precise knowledge of the quality of the tea 
purchased by Americans ; but I have always had reason to sup¬ 
pose that the American teas purchased m China were of as 
good quality as those Commonly sold in this country. 
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5200. Then if the fact were that the teafc purchased by the 
Americans and others in China were of an inferior quality, 
would the statement which you have made to the Committee 
of the prices which have been obtained at the India-House for 
the teas of the private trade be any regulation to the Committee 
in forming their opinion ?—I do not believe that the teas sold in 
America are inferior to those sold in this country; for I have 
generally understood from persons who have visited America, 
that they have drunk better tea in America than they have done 
in this country. 

5201. If the price which the private trade tea bears in Eng¬ 
land, as compared with the price of the Company's tea, is any 
criterion of the comparative quality of the private trade tea, 
would not also the price of the tea bought in China by the pri¬ 
vate trade, compared with the tea bought by foreigners in 
China, also lead to a conclusion as to the comparative quality 
of those teas ?—I have no precise knowledge of American 
prices, compared with the quality of their teas. I only know 
that during the season, which extends from October to January 
in each year, the tea is invariably higher from 20 to 30 per 
cent, than during any other period of the year ; and therefore 
the teas of the same quality, Congo, for example, that costs, 
during the season, 26 tales per pecul, will sell for 18 and 20 tales 
per pecul after the season is closed. If, therefore, one mer¬ 
chant can get it at this rate, I presume another can do the 
same. 

5202. Is not that tea which is bought in the private trade in 
China, and which sells in this country at a price in many in¬ 
stances higher than the tea of the Company, very often tea 
which passes under the denomination of old tea?—Yes it is. 

5203. Do not the persons entitled to the private trade pur¬ 
chase their teas in China at the reduced price which ensues 
after the Company's purchases ?—I have understood that they 
purchase some portion of it, whilst some purchase the whole 
at the reduced price. 

5204. May it not be presumed that much of the private trade 
tea is of that description?—! am not prepared to say that the 
greater part of it is old tea. 

5205. Do you conceive that the captains of the Company's 
ships buy generally what is called the old tea or not ?—Yes, 
they do ; very often. 

5206. Is it not probable, as the ships sail in December, that 
the captains of the Company's ships buy their tea at the same 
time that the Company does ?—'That does not always follow ; 
because the captains and officers of the Company's ships may 
have correspondents in China; agents whom they can autho¬ 
rize to purchase teas for them when the tea is at the cheapest 
rate. 
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>7. If a foreigner at Canton purchases a quantity of tea 13 
same rate as a person in the privilege! trade, does mri 
the presumption arise that the qualities of those two portions of 
tea are equal ?—Clearly, 

5208. If a person in the privileged trade sells the tea which 
is so bought at a price equal to the price which the Company 
gets for its tea, is not it also a presumption that the tea which 
that privileged person sells is of as good a quality as that of the 
Company?—Clearly; it may be so presumed. 

5209. Does hot that lead to the inference, that the tea 
bought by the foreigner in Canton is of as good a quality as the 
tea sold by the Company in England ?—I have always under¬ 
stood that the American tea is of equal quality, and sometimes 
superior. 

5210. Is not that estimate of the qualities of tlie different 
teas an inference drawn frtfm the prices which they respectively 
fetch at the Company's sales ? -It is certainly a fair inference. 

5211. You have stated that old tea is sold cheaper than the 
new tea in the Canton market; by the old tea is it meant tea 
that has been kept for a year, or only tea that has been kept 
over the period of the winter sales?—Only the tea that has 
been kept over the period of the winter sales. W hen the sea¬ 
son closes, the tea is invariably called old tea, and sold as such, 
though only a month older than the other. 

5212. Have you ever been in China ?—Yes. 

5213. From what source do you obtain your information as 
to the price at which the privileged tea is bought?*—From 
various officers and pursers whom I have spoken to upon the 
subject in the city, and who have invariably given me the same 
information which I now submit to the Committee. 

5214. Have you not bad the sale of some tea?—Yes; some 
of the last season passed through our hands. 

5215. Do the officers in the private trade invariably make 
their investments in tea at a period subsequent to the Company ? 

_They have the means of corresponding with agents in China, 

and have therefore the means of making their purchases pre¬ 
vious to their arrival, or before the season commences. 

5216. Then the officers of the Company pursue the same 
custom that the Company do themselves, of making contracts 
for the teas previous to their being shipped ?—They enter into 
engagements with the private merchants in Canton; but as to 
making regular contracts, I do not understand that they pursue 
the same course iu that respect that the Company does. 

5217. If they make engagements, would not those engage¬ 
ments fix the price ?—Of course they will. 

5218. What effect could the purchases of the officers of the 
Company have upon the market of China after the teas which 
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they have engaged for are furnished to them ?—-The effect pro¬ 
duced on the China market by the purchases of tea will of course 
£™ nt * y he hailed by the extent of those operations. 

5219. in answer to question 4359, Mr. Melvil'l has stated) 
that on examining the calculations that have been given in by 
you, Mr. Bates, and Mr. Thornley, he finds u that one fallacy 
attends most of them, taking the valuation of the tale accor¬ 
ding to the rate of exchange at the period of unusual depres¬ 
sion*/’ will you state how far that objection taken by Mr. Mel* 
vill applies as to your statements ? —Confining myself again to 
the statement included in my answer 3454?, p. 429, L have 
taken the value of the tale at 5s. 6d. and the value of the dollar 
at 45.; now when the dollar is at 4s. the sterling value of the 
tale will be found by a simple rule to be what I have .stated, 
5s. 6d. and a small fraction. It is the rate which I have adopted 
m this statement, because I know that dollars can be procured 
in China at that exchange, I have myself placed many thou¬ 
sand pounds sterling in China at a lower rate per dollar than is .; 
and I know that private bills have been received in this coun¬ 
try drawn at the rate of 3s. lOd. and 3s. lid. per Spanish dollar 
at six months* sight; I therefore maintain that I am perfectly 
correct in respect to the prices which I have adopted in this 
statement, as well as in regard to the rate of exchange. I beg 
leave to add, in regard to the other statements which 1. delivered 
in, that they have no reference whatever to the rates of exchange, 
as I before stated in my first examination upon this subject. I 
took out of official documents the cost in pounds sterling, which 
I found there stated as the prime cost of the tea; and I con¬ 
sidered that to be the actual cost to the East-India Company, 
without any reference to the rate of exchange between tales and 
sterling money. 

5220. Was the exchange of 35. 10*/. to which you have 
alluded, established by direct draft from Canton upon England ? 
—By direct draft. 

5221. Would you rely upon such an exchange for the whole 
purchase of tea, if the quantity was as large as that which the 
Company requires?—It would depend upon the intercourse 
between China and this country ; if the intercourse were ex¬ 
tended, and there was a great number of bills in the market, 
the exchange would of course rise. 

^ 5222. By a statement laid before this Committee from the 
East-India House, it appears that, in the year 1827-8, the rate 
of exchange per dollar was 45. l£d. for six months, the sum 
drawn for appearing to be £16,129 ; can you state what has 
been the rate of exchange by bills from private merchants in that 
year?—I cannot precisely, without a reference to documents 
which I have not at hand. As nearly as I can now recollect, 
the private bills before referred to were dated the latter end of 
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1828. They were drawn on a merchant in the city at 13 May \ #30* 
:i$. 1M or 3s. lid. at the utmost. This too is the prevailing % nkkm^ 
rate of exchange now quoted in China, anti has been for some ' \ 
years past, 1 believe. 

5223; It appears also by the same account that, in the year 
1828-9, the rate of exchange for the dollar was 4y, 2d., and that 
£35,791 is the total amount of bills drawn* by the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Canton on England ; does the observation you made 
respecting the rate of exchange by private bills apply to that 
year? ,-It applies to the bills I have before mentioned, which 
were drawn at 3 s. KM. or 3s. 1 Id, about the latter end of the 
year 1828; but it is within my knowledge also, that from the 
difficulty of procuring bills in China, private merchants have 
remitted funds through the way of America ; and though by this 
circuitous route, and consequently from the longer time bills 
had to run* merchants have been able to* obtain rather a better 
exchange, yet those bills even have only realized in this country 
about 4$. 

5?24. Then is the opinion you gave before the Committee as 
to the rate of exchange unaltered, notwithstanding the statement 
made in the evidence of Mr. Melvill ?-•—Quite so, as regards 
private transactions. 

5225. Have you made any inquiries, in the mean time, of 
other persons connected and acquainted with the trade to 
China, upon that subject ?—I am frequently in the habit of 
conversing with people in the city of London upon the subject 
of China and the China trade, and I have never derived any 
other information from experienced persons on that subject 
except that which I now give to the Committee. 

5226. Do you happen to know whether, in the two years 
1827-8 and 1828-9, bills were in considerable demand at Canton? 

—Bills are always in great demand at Canton. They must be 
in great demand’, from the existing course of trade; and the 
reason of their being at so low an exchange is, because there 
are so few bills to meet the demand. 

5227. Is that difference as to the exchange between you and 
Mr. Melvill confined to the period of 1828-9, or does your view 
of it spread over the whole period of the last fourteen years ?— 

I cannot speak to the whole period of the last fourteen years 
from recollection, and have no documents at hand to refer to; 
but this rate of exchange would naturally prevail as long as the 
demand for bills should so far have exceeded the supply. 

5228. In your answer to question No. 3454a:, in page 429, in 
computing the price paid by the Company for tea at an average 
price for the whole period of the present charter, you compute 
the value of the dollar at 4$., whereas it is in evidence that tins 
dollar in exchange has, during the greater part of that period, 
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much higher ; do you consider that, in order to make an 
21 Rickards a _ vcra § e cdroparijton, the prices of the tea and the rates of ex- 

* Esq. '* c3ian g e should have reference to the same period?— I hate 

taken the average price in that statement of the Company’s 
teas at 2s. 9d. *92 per pound, from the official document referred 
to in my answer, and now upon the table of this Committee; 
but this is the sale price in England, With regard to the rate 
at which dollars may be procured in China by private traders I 

speak, it is true, of the present time, but the rate at which 

dollars can be procured has reference to the cost price in China. 
All, therefore, that I mean to maintain in that statement is, 
that the tea may be procured at the prices which I have given, 
viz. so many tales per pecul. 

5229. Do not you consider that the rate of exchange and the 
price of tea should be compared in the same year, and that if 
the exchange is averaged, so ought the price of tea to be ?-—For 
the “ second ” head of comparison contained in my statement, ( 
know no fairer way of making the comparison than that which l 
have adopted, viz. by taking what the Company have themselves 
declared to be the average sale price of the tea for the whole 
period of the charter, or 2s. 9 d. *92, and to compare the result 
with that of the price at which I believe it can be sold in this 
country, viz. ls.Sd.; and having in the “ first ” head of com¬ 
parison taken the sale price of 1828-9 to compare with that 
included in my statement (the average price of the Company in 
that year being only 2s. 3d. *97), they have therefore the 
advantage of the difference between 2s. 3d. -97 and 2s. 9d. *92 
in the “first” comparison. 

5230. Do not you consider that if the average of the period 
be taken with reference to the exchange, for the purpose of 
computing the upset price of the article, the average of the 
price should also be taken for the same period ?— I have taken 
the price in my Statement at which tea can now be purchased, 
that is, in the year 1828-9, and compared the resulting sale price 
in this country, “ first,” with the average price of the Company's 
tea in 1828-9, or 25.3^, *97; and <{ secondly,” with the average 
sale price of fifteen years, or 2s. 9 d. *92. Had I taken the 
average price of many single years previous to 1828-9. to 
compare with the sale price of my Statement, it might justly 
have been objected to; the result or comparison given in the 
Statement would, in that case, be more unfavourable to the 
Company ; but I do not exactly comprehend what connection is 
supposed to exist between the rates of exchange in China and 
the sale price of tea in this country. 

5231. Do you consider the rate at which bills may be nego- 
dated at Canton a fair test of the rate at which the Company 
could purchase their teas, to the amount of £2,000,000 a year ? 
—The rate of exchange, in such a case, would depend upon 
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existing circumstances.. It may be impossible for any body to 13 May 1853* 
say what would be the precise rate of exchange between Canton nkkards 
and England, if private individuals were* admitted into that * 
market, with the privilege of purchasing 30,000,000 or 
40,000,000 of lbs. of tea every year, but in all probability it 
would be nearer the real par than at present. 

5232. Supposing the Company at present were pleased to 
pajr for their tea in bills of exchange in London, do you think 
they could negotiate them at 3.s. 1 id. ?—I do not think that 
they could. 

5233. Supposing England were supplied with^ tea by the 
private trade instead of being supplied exclusively by the 
Company, do not you contemplate a very considerable change 
in the commercial intercourse between England and China ?— 

A very considerable change. 

5234. Do not you conceive that that change would, in ail 
probability, tend to create a considerably larger demand for 
bills upon England than exists at the present moment ?-— Cer¬ 
tainly ; but a considerably greater supply of bills also. 

5235. What has been the effect of the change which has 
taken place in the trade between England and India?—it has 
Had the effect of altering the exchange most materially. When 
that trade was closed, or almost closed, to private individuals 
between England and India, I can remember the exchange, 

Calcutta on London, at 2s. 7d« y 2,?. &i., and 2s. 9d. the sicca 
rupee; it is now at Is. II d. or from that to 2$. 

5236. Has not the rate of exchange fallen considerably in 
China in loiter years?—Yes; to the disadvantage of that 
country. 

5237. Has not that fall, in a great measure, arisen from the 
increased intercourse winch has taken place between India and 
China, and between Europe, America, and China?—I think it 
has chiefly arisen from the great difficulty there is in procuring 
remittances through the way of China. In proportion as the 
bills are few compared with the demand for them, the India 
and China merchants must, of course, pay a higher price for 
such as are in the market. 

5238. Has not the difficulty of obtaining bills by remittance 
on England arisen from the want of the power in Englishmen to 
send home goods from China to England ?—Certainly. 

5239. Would not, therefore, an increased intercourse by a 
free trade of imports and exports very materially alter the state 
of exchange; and would not the balance in favour or against 
depend on the amount of exports as compared with the im¬ 
ports ?—This would clearly operate as one cause. 

5240. Would not the rate of exchange depend upon the 
balance of payments ?—Exactly. 

5 A 
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5241. Would not the amount of bills procurable depend 
upon the extent of the commercial intercourse between the two 
countries ?-—Clearly. 

5242. You have spoken of the variation of exchange with 
India since the”opening of the trade; has not the currency of 
this country been changed?—It has. 

5243. Since the restoration of the metallic currency, have 
not the exchanges become much more in favour of this country 
than they were before generally through the world ?—No doubt 
the exchange will always depend in one respect upon the value 
of the currencies in which bills are drawn and paid; but the 
effect alluded to in the question is, I apprehend, the reverse of 
that anticipated from the opening of the China trade. 

5244. In answer to question 4360, Mr. Melville states, that 
on examining your statement, he finds that you have fallen into 
the same error as Mr. Thondey, by taking the rate of exchange 
in one year and the prices in another ?—I think Mr. Melvill 
must have misunderstood my statement in this respect; for in 
the estimates I have given of the Company’s trade I did not 
refer to any rate of exchange whatever; I merely took the sum 
of the prime cost of the tea in pounds sterling, as given in the 
official document I then quoted, without any reference to the 
rates of exchange, 

5245. Are you aware in what way his observation can apply 
to the statement on which he has observed ?—It cannot apply 
to the statement included in my answer 3454a, p. 429; and if 
he refers to the statement I have given in respecting the Com¬ 
pany's trade, be must have misconceived me, inasmuch as J 
did not in that statement, as before observed, refer to any rate 
of exchange. 

5246. Does not it refer to the statement you made when you 
calculated what the tea could be bought for r —It may refer to 
that statement. 

5247. Is it the fact that you have taken the rate of exchange 
in one year and the prices in another?—If reference be had to 
the statement included in my answer 3454a, p. 429, the remark 
will be found not to apply; but if the other statement be 
alluded to, it will be found that, in this respect, I have only 
followed the course of the official documents before the public, 
in which, where a comparison is drawn between the prime cost 
of tea and thef sale amount, the prime cost of one, year is taken 
and the sale amount of the following. 

5248. Then are the Committee to understand that in all 
those statements the rate of exchange has nothing to do with 
your calculation ?—With the statement relative to the Com¬ 
pany’s trade it certainly has not. If I am allowed, I would 
make one more remark upon this statement in answer to ques- 
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i«fu S45^/, p. 429, wherein Mr, Melvill objects to my adopting 13 
in this and the other statements live per cent, as the rate ot R 
wastage. In the statement included in ray answer 3454a, p. 429, 

1 have admitted the loss in weight and allowance to buyers, 
commonly called draft, to be equal to five per cent, ; anu i should 
be glad to explain to the Committee the grounds upon which 
i have formed that calculation. The Company arc m the habit 
of granting a certain privilege to their commanders and officers 
upon their ships for the purpose of bringing home tea to this 
country, and they allow them, as I understand, to mi this pri¬ 
vileged tonnage with tea at the rate of 9 cwt, to the ton. 
The commanders and officers, in availing themselves of this 
privilege, put on board for each ton 7 peculs 93 cattles, or 8 
peculs of tea. Now 9 cwt. are only equal to 1,008 pounds, 
whereas 7 peculs and 93 catties weight are equal to 1,053 
pounds, or five per cent, more than the regulated allowance. 
That five per cent., therefore, is what they consider to be the 
amount of wastage on the passage home; and it is not likelyj 
unless that was the common and average rate of wastage, that 
they would adopt it as the rule of filling their own tonnage; 
because if they are found upon their arrival in England to have 
exceeded the amount of their privilege, (that is, to have put 
more tea on board than they are allowed by the regulation of 
the East-India Company,) they are made to pay, as I under¬ 
stand, £60 per ton for every portion of the excess. We have, 
therefore, every reason to conclude that they adopt this five 
per cent, for wastage, on the ground of its having been proved, 
by their own experience, to be the amount of loss on the pas¬ 
sage home. On really old tea the wastage is less, and may be 
estimated at tw T o and a half to three per cent. There is, besides, 
another allowance in this country, but generally included under 
the term wastage, and that is an allowance to buyers ot one 
pound upon every chest that is sold. Now a chest of black tea 
is seventy-two pounds, a chest of green tea about sixty pounds. 
This allowance, therefore, is of itself upwards oi one and one- 
third percent.; and when Mr. Melvill and Mr. .Lloyd assert 
that the wastage and the allowance for draft together only 
amount to two per cent, (the wastage on the passage home 
being in this case little more than one-half per cent.,) it appears 
to me quite incredible, and altogether inconsistent with the ex¬ 
perience and usage of private traders. By inserting five per 
cent, for wastage and draft together in my statement 34o4a, 
p. 429, I shall therefore be found to have taken it against myseif 
if I have rated it at too much; but I think, from what I have 
explained regarding the practice oi the Company s officers, five 
per cent, cannot be considered as too much for the united 
allowance. At all events, n the future statements I mean to 
deliver in, I have adopted four per cent, as sufficient to covei 
the wastage upon the passage home, and allowance for draft in 
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• this country; and this I take to be a moderate allowance, as 
applicable to both devscriptions of tea. 

5249, In the second division of the statement you have 
made, contrasting die price at which the Company supply tea 
to this country with the price at which it could be furnished by 
the private merchant, you have taken the average price of tea 
during the charter, as sold by the Company, to be 2 s. 9d. ; and 
you have taken the price at which it could be furnished by the 
private trader at Is. Gd; would it not have been fair, as in 
forming that calculation of 1#* Gd. you have founded it upon the 
rates of exchange at Canton, to have considered what those 
rates of exchange have been during the whole duration of the 
charter?—It does not appear to me that the rates of exchange 
in China have any thing to do with the prices at which teas can 
be sold in England in sterling money. If the private merchant 
can sell his tea with a profit at 1*. Gd. per pound, I think it fair 
to compare it, as I have done, with the sale prices of the 
Company. 

5250, In answer to question 3454a, p. 429, you have stated, 
that <l in the above calculations the Spanish dollar is taken at 
4>s.; the rate of exchange at Canton was even lower last season, 
as many bills were drawn at 3s. lOd. and 3s. 11 d. per Spanish 
dollar at six months’ sight.” Now if the Spanish dollar, instead 
of being at 4s., had been at 4s. 6d. } would it not have affected 
the result at which you have arrived, so as to make the co3t at 
which tea could be supplied by the private trader in this 
country above Is. Gd. ?—It would not. It would only affect 
the result as to profit. If the dollar cost the purchaser of the 
tea 4sJ Gd. instead of 4$., that would be an advance on the 
prime cost of eleven per cent.; in that case the tea might still 
be sold at 1$. Gd. the pound in this country, and be supposed 
to leave a net profit to the importer of seven per cent. But I 
would beg leave to observe, that if the trade were thrown open, 
as I propose, it is not probable the exchange would rise to 
4s. Gd. It is more likely to vibrate within limits nearer to the 
real par. 

5251, When you state that tea could be supplied at Is. Gd.> 
and that the exchange is no relative part ofits cost, upon what 
principle do you regulate the upset price ?—A private trader in 
disposing of his goods has no upset price like that adopted at 
the Company's sales. In the statement of 3454a, p. 429, the 
average cost of the tea being regulated by a rate of'exchange of 
4s. per dollar, it appears from the result of that statement that 
the teas might be sold in this country at Is. Gd. a pound, and 
then leave u profit of 18 per cent, to the importer. If the pur¬ 
chaser of the tea in China was obliged to pay higher for his tea 
there, that is, to purchase his dollar at a higher rate of ex¬ 
change than 4s,, the only effect it would have upon this state- 
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is, as before observed, to diminish the amount of the 

5252. Is not your calculation made upon the lowest rate of 
profit at which a private merchant would carry on such a trans¬ 
action ?—By no "means. The private merchant would be well 
satisfied with a net profit of 10 per cent., whereas upon the 
grounds of this statement he gets 18. 

5253. Upon what grounds do you calculate that the private 
trader would be entitled to charge the public 18 per cent, 
profit?—I only say that if he got Is. Gd. for his tea, upon the 
grounds of this calculation, he would get 18 per cent, as the 
result of the adventure; but it is probable that so high a rate of 
profit would soon come to he reduced by public competition, 
and then the private merchant would not be indisposed, I pre¬ 
sume, to take less. 

5254. Must not the cost of the tea be influenced by the 
rate of exchange ?—I admit that it is ; that is, the prime cost. 

5255. You have given two statements, one of which is a 
calculation of what the profit will be on one year’s actual 
transactions, and the other is a calculation of what the profit 
would be on the average of a given period; you have assumed 
that the sale price of the Company’s tea would be 2s. 9«r/. for the 
whole period, and you have assumed that the price of the 
merchant would be the same; do you suppose that merchants 
could have procured assets to buy tea during the whole period 
at the same rame rate which you assume ?—It is impossible to 
say at what rate merchants could have procured the dollar in 
China during the whole of that period, if the trade with China 
had been perfectly free; neither do I think there are any docu¬ 
ments in this country which would establish that fact. In the 
event of a perfectly free trade, it is probable the exchange 
would not vary much from the real par; and I therefore repeat, 
that if, during any portion of the period, the dollar should have 
cost the private merchant more than 4tf. the effect would have 
been to raise the prime cost of the tea in China, and to diminish, 
protanto , the result of the concern- 

5250. If the dollar had been 5s. 6d, would not it have taken 
away the profit altogether ?—No doubt it would; but that is a 
rate not to be contemplated. I will venture to predict, that if 
the trade is thrown open between this country and China, the 
dollar never will rise to 5s. Gd. 

5257. Has it not done so in past years?-—Yes; and so had 
the sicca rupee risen to 2s. Qd. under the influence of the 
Company’s monopoly; but I maintain, upon the same grounds, 
that the sicca rupee in India can never again rise to 2s. 9d. f so 
neither can the dollar rise to 5s. 6d., if the trade be thrown 
open, 
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5258. You have stated that in estimating the cost of the tm 
you have had no reference to the rate of exchange ?—I have 
stated that, in regard to the sale price, I have had no reference 
to the rate of exchange, but not with regard to the costs I 
have said that ii rise in the cost price will only diminish, pro 
ianto , the ultimate profit. 

5259. Will you turn to the answer to question 4375 In Mr. 
Melvill’s Evidence, in which he says, “I am prepared now to 
prove that Mr. Rickards '’s statements involve errors and 
omissions which, when corrected, leave a credit to the amount 
of £956,36 1,” and so on, stating the amount of several years ; 
have you examined those statements* and wlmt observations 
have you to make to the Committee on the corrections given in 
by Mr. Melvill to those statements, beginning with the first 
for the year 1820-21 ?—I have examined those statements; and 
1 would beg leave to observe, upon the statements which I 
delivered on former examinations to this Committee, that they 
are founded upon my interpretation of the 57th clause of the 
Act of 53 Geo. Ill* c. 155, the words of which it may be 
convenient hereto quote; “ That for and during the continuance 
of the possession and government of the said territorial acquisi¬ 
tions and revenues in the said United Company, the net proceeds 
of their sales of goods at home, with the duties and allowances 
arising by private trade, and all the commercial profits and other 
receipts of the said Company in Great Britain, shall be applied 
and disposed of in manner following; that is to say, first in pro¬ 
viding for the payment of bills of exchange already accepted and 
hereafter to be accepted by the said Company, as the same shall 
become due ; secondly, in providing tor the current payment of 
other debts (the principal of the bond debt in England always 
excepted) as well as interest, and the commercial outgoings, 
charges and expenses of the said Company ; thirdly, in payment 
of a dividend, after the rate of £10 per centum per annum, on 
the present or any future amount of the capital stock of the said 
Company*” According to my view of that clause in the Act, it 
appears to me that the Company are required to pay out of 
their net profits the interest upon the home bond debt in this 
country (the principal being expressly excluded there when 
speaking of interest), together with the dividends upon their 
stock; and the object of those statements was to show that 
there was not a sufficiency of net profit upon the China trade 
(the only portion of the Company’s commercial concerns that I 
bad then any means of examining) to pay the whole amount of 
these dividends and. interest. When I gave in those statements, 
it will be recollected by the Committee, that I observed upon 
them that it was impossible they could be altogether accurate ; 
that they were consequently liable to corrections, and that 
having taken the items contained in those statements from 
certain official documents which I then referred to, having no 
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before mo to quote, I merely- presented them as affording .13 May 
proof in the abstract of the position I had assumed. When, 
therefore, Mr. Melvill brought to this Committee certain correc¬ 
tions of those statements, it was reasonable to expect that he 
would produce an account, prepared upon mercantile principles, 
of the actual profit derived by the East-India Company at the 
several periods referred to ; instead of which we have from Mr. 

Melvill an arbitrary combination of figures, which are not only 
not supported by any official document that I have seen, but are 
absolutely at variance with all those official documents now, as 
I understand, on the table of this Committee, as 1 shall proceed 
to prove. But before 1 go to the proof, I would beg leave to 
observe upon the explanation which is now given of the term 
pripie cost . In my original statements I took prime cost to 
mean, what every other private merchant would do, the actual 
price paid by the purchaser to the seller of the commodity; 
whereas we are now informed that the “prime cost” of Leaden- 
hall-street includes a variety of items which it was impossible for 
any private merchant, or I believe any human being., to conceive 
would have been included in the term prime cost, unless he had 
been previously admitted into the arcana of the India-House* 

That prime cost, as now explained, means, it appears, not the 
prime cost of the tea, but the prime cost of a certain quantity 
of woollens from England and cotton from India, with the 
charges of freight, insurance, and other items included therein 
(not added) ; amongst which I find, or rather I infer, from the 
examinations of Mr. Melvill and Mr. Lloyd, that the following 
are component items : viz . “ the cost of maintenance of the 
Factory, comprising rent, and repairs of private apartments, as 
well as furniture supplied thereto, and the expense of the public 
table kept in the Factory that it also includes “ rent, repairs, 
and furniture, including a charge of six per cent, per annum on 
buildings and other dead stock, the property cf the Company in 
China ; Canton port charges ; duties on imports sold by auction; 
unloading charges; expense of the removal of the Factory 
establishment to arid from Macao; charge of the Company's 
schooner, boat-hire, &c. ; ditto on account of their reception 
on board the Company’s ships during discussions with the 
Chinese authorities; linguists’ fees; Chinese masters, Sec. ; 
stationery and articles for use ; wages of coolies and watchmen ; 
packing charges, &c. ; petty expenses ; printing establishment.” 

These are Chinese charges. Besides which there are super- 
added, as incurred in England, “ a proportion of the charges of 
establishment and shipping charges attaching upon the Com¬ 
pany’s exports to China.” This is the explanation now given of 
the term “ prime cost ” at the India-House; and if I have been 
led into error in the first instance in not conceiving the possibility 
of c< prime cost ” being made up of such a host of incongruous 
items, I hope to stand perfectly justified in the opinion of the 
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Committeet Now, however, that we understand what u prime 
irds means > I shall of course adopt it in its new sense in the 

' future statements which I have to lay before the Committee. 
In respect to the article of prime cost, therefore, I stand cor¬ 
rected under the explanation now given. But with regard to 
the next item, or the sale quantity per contra, given in Mr, 
Melvill s corrected statements, lie has, I presume, adopted an 
estimated amount, by taking the sale quantity at two per cent, 
less than the original quantity, on the supposition of two per 
cent, being a sufficient allowance for wastage, which, according 
to the explanation I have given in reference to my former state¬ 
ment, I take to be perfectly erroneous. He has, moreover, 
adopted an estimated amount as to the sale proceeds of tea, for 
l cannot find either that quantity specified by him, or the 
amount sale proceeds thereof, in any one official document now 
U E 0) ? ^ 10 °* M*e. Committee. On the contrary, in the 

official documents upon this table, both the quantity of tea sold 
in the periods referred to in these corrected statements of Mr. 
Melvill, and the amount of sale proceeds, are widely different 
from the quantities and sums he has adopted; I have therefore 
a right to conclude that these items are estimated or arbitrary 
insertions. In respect to freight, and demurrage, I luive not the 
same means of tracing these items through all the different 
periods contained m the four corrected statements of Mr. 
Melvill; but I find that it does not agree with one period in 
which there is an exact official account of the China freight, and 
that this differs very materially from the amount given by Mr. 
Melvill; whence I can only infer that the whole of these "items 
for height, and demurrage in his four corrected statements are 
likewise arbitrary insertions. In the corrected statement for. 
1827-8 by Mr. Melvill, he states, for example, the freight and 
demurrage at £550,866, whereas in the official documents before 
referred to, or No. of the “ accounts and papers deli vered to 
the Committee, 1830,” where the freight, upon the outward 
trade to China and the trade to the colonial possessions at the 
Cape of Good Hope and North America is separated from the 
homeward freight from China to England, this latter freight is 
there stated, for 1827-8, at £64.7,319. 

5260. Have you any other means of comparing the charges 
introduced by Mr. Melvill for freight in the other statements, to 
ascertain how far the same variation exists which you have 
shown in the single official document you have ?~I have no 
other official documents for the periods given in the four 
corrected statements. 

5261. What observations have you to make on the other 
corrected statements?—The other charges contained in Mr. 
Melvilfs corrected statements are as follows : viz. £83,1 Jk for 
Canton salaries; £173,520 for charges in England; £236,287 
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xest, and £58.654 for insurance; making a total of 13 
On these items I have.to observe, it. is not a little R 
rerfiarkable that these charges are precisely the same in every 
one of Mr. Melvill’s corrected statements, although they are 
for four different and distinct periods, viz. 1814*15, 1820-21, 
1827-28, and an average of fourteen years. Now it is quite 
impossible that those charges could have been the same in each 
of those periods ; on the contrary, ive know from official doeu- 
ments upon the table, that the charges vary constantly horn 
year to year- The insertion, therefore, of the same charges in 
every one of the corrected statements must unquestionably be 
incorrect; they cannot he otherwise. 

5262„ Have you the means of showing the difference between 
the actual charges for those four items by the official documents 
before this Committee and that account given m by Mr. 
Melvill ?—I have for the year 1827-8, and will give it in a 
statement I have prepared for that purpose; meanwhile 1 
would remark* upon the circumstance of those charges being 
invariably the same throughout the whole of Mr. Melvin s cor¬ 
rected statements, that they absolutely invalidate the whole. 
They are not, and cannot be, those correct statements ot the 
Company's China trade which it was reasonable to expect 
would, on such an occasion as this, have been furnished loni 
the India-House. There are, however, other objections taken 
by Mr. Melvili to my statements, which I should like to ex¬ 
plain ; and first, with regard to the interest, which is £236,287,^ 
in the year 1820-21. Considering that this is a statement of 
profit or loss oti a particular adventure or branch of trade, and 
drawn out for no other purpose than to ascertain whether there 
was a sufficiency of net profit to pay the interest upon the home 
bond debt and the dividends upon stock, I maintain that the- 
charge of interest is a fair item to be introduced into that state¬ 
ment. In the first place, my position is, tlnU the^ whole ot 
the money included in the prime cost, viz* £1,874,840, is 
money borrowed from the revenues of India. The Company 
have no other capital to trade with. They are supplied entirely 
with funds from the revenues of India. I believe the revenues 
of India to be the sole support of their commerce, without which, 
they could not have existed so long as they have done as a com¬ 
mercial body. I have a number of documents to prove this lact, 
which in due time I may perhaps be called upon to produce; 
but in the mean time I would only advert to one circumstance, 
which happened in the year 1813, when Mr. Cartwright, the 
late Accountant-general of the East-India Company, was exa¬ 
mined before the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
of which I was then a member. Mr. Cartwright, upon that oo 
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find out that they had any capital at alh” There are gen do 
men now alive who were present at this Committee, and well 
recollect his, Mr, Cartwright’s, answer. It was modified after¬ 
wards, in consequence of some discussion that took place at the 
Committee, one of the Directors being present, and rather dis¬ 
pleased with Mr. Cartwright forgiving such an answer, and he 
was allowed upon application to alter it. I am then justified, I 
think, in saving that if this money is borrowed from the reve¬ 
nues of India, and which 1 am confident .ia the case, interest 
thereon is fairly debitable to this account. It appears to tne, 
indeed, that a larger sum of interest than the amount here spe¬ 
cified should be 1 carried to the debit of this adventure; for I 
observe in one of the examinations of Mr. Melvill, that he states 
that interest upon this account is only calculated for eighteen 
months. The interest, however, fairly chargeable, upon mercan¬ 
tile principles, in this statement, ought to be nearer three 
years and a half; and therefore, if it was taken at three years, 
it would be double its present amount. As this, however, is 
the amount given in upon official authority, we shall take it at 
:G236,287. It may be as well to explain my reason for saying 
that three years at least ought to be, upon mercantile princi¬ 
ples, included in that account. Mr. Mclvi.il admits in his 
ex ami nation, answer 4298, that, according to “ ordinary usage, 
as respects interest: being included in the invoice charges with 
the Parliamentary enactment, the upset price of the tea should 
include interest from the time of the first expenditure to the 
time when the sale proceeds of the tea are realized.” This is a 
fair principle for calculating interest. According to this prin¬ 
ciple, I would beg leave to explain to the Committee that the 
largest portion of this sum of prime cost being (linn shed in 
goods from England and from India, is supplied in the following 
manner: There is a certain quantity of goods purchased in 
England, in all probability two or three months before they are 
embarked on board the Company’s ships. These ships sail, say 
in the month of January. Those that proceed by the way of 
India go to receive cargoes of cotton, which are also provided 
about the same time as the English goods are. They all arrive 
in China in the autumn of that year. They are despatched 
from China in or about December, laden with tea, and arrive 
in this country in May or June of the following year. We have 
here a lapse of one year arid a half; and as the cargoes brought 
home, according to Mr. MelviU’s own admission, remain in 
warehouse upon an average twenty months, and are then sold at 
two or three months’prompt:, there is therefore a period of about 
three years and a half between the time of the first advance of 
the money for the purchase of those goods, and the time when 
the sale proceeds of the teas are realized. On these grounds 1. 
infer that a larger sum of interest ought to be included in this 
account than is here inserted, for this is avowedly no more than 
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months* interest upon sums advanced to makeup what 
is "called the prime cost. With regard to the insurance, the 
next item in this account, Mr. Melvill takes credit in his cor¬ 
rected statements (after debiting the account with the pre¬ 
mium, or £58,654) for £44,59$, as saved by them (the Com¬ 
pany) in the mode of effecting their insurance. Now it is 
ver} r possible that they may have saved this amount in the mode 
of effecting their insurance by being their own underwriters. 
If they have done so, I still say that this credit item has no 
business here. Upon mercantile principles, it ought to be cre¬ 
dited in their underwriting account, and nowhere else. On the 
other hand, the charge for insurance, being three per cent, 
upon the value insured, is a regular mercantile charge in all 
invoices and accounts of this nature « it is a sum which the 
merchant either pays to another or to himself for the risk he 
runs in regard to the capital employed. If he is his own under¬ 
writer, lie must keep a regular accoun t of such transactions, and 
whatever he gains or loses must be carried to the debit or the 
credit of the underwriting account, and nowhere else. It may 
finally be remarked, with reference to these credits, termed 
“ amount of interest earned on the Company s own capital, ’ of 
£236,287, and the “amount saved by them in their mode of 
effecting their insurance £44,593,” that these also, in like man¬ 
ner with the charges, are carried at the same unvarying 
amounts through every one of the corrected statements for the 
four separate periods. Nothing therefore can be clearer, in my 
opinion, than that such insertions as these completely invalidate 
the whole of those statements. 
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ycftr is made tVohi the proceeds of that iraile ?•— From the pirby 
ceeds of the sale of goods for .which the revenues of India appear 
to rue to have furrushedfuads. 

.Hut still it is .through the medium of that tradSc only 
thattho^.h^rrito-ruO cii^rgjes-.are defrayed?,—From tip* ruv1 *' 
the gp.odsv.not from the-profit. 

" d‘i? ! /4. : Then you 'StiH--persist-In the;opinion that tl 
supports the trade ?—11 o 


the fialo. pro* 
the territory 


Writing 

i’aily,- ; ’ as ^Prcsiiit-rits' oj- .Jie ratiia iwunii iinu ixw iyxwqius m- 

H&HmgSt -Lord. Amherst, and Lord William-Bentinefc, -as Dover- 
norb-gohera!■■•$■ that the several Chairmen, Court of Directors of 

rtui f n , s:«n...•« .. 4 .»* .. 


praof , lPhe:- ; re*j tfhth, whether there be a gain or a loss on the 
Company’s trade* whether the* territories have supported the 
commerce, or the commerce supported the territory, must depend 
upon the •result of figures; that is, of .figured itatements fcopie- 
pare<l as to satisfy merchant,'! and the public at large of the 
aMeged fact. I n:.eai> to say that no satisfactory conclusion can 
be drawn upon this he ad iVdm any of the official, docuifents I 
have seen in print; I refer, tbotefb*e, entirely to these xifnahi 
doeumewtsf without meaning to impugn the opinions cf the 
se^iSrtaffet^^ -iii the question, for whom, 

on thtreontrary, I entertain- the 'highest- degree of respect. 

.5);*?G, If d$se' 4dcMra.eo.ts never 3^ti$fieri me public, how. qomes 
the succe^?;ve.ofp.eejrs Who have been named should have 
soil their opinion, iiv’coht^idicficn tt> yours ?~-I am 

not responsible lor their opinions; neither <to 1 moafi, in stating 



^ £*ke 'Ci0^n^ii?v:'-^‘ «l*e .&&n\$$.itm opinion.. e^kisiati^bn 

It that <<1 ?c^k»i^; 

Wfa'&Q 

mshma m;,$Q, 

a^v ; qiwl^g6;|t-i j ( mha0m '>;tv 4 W^$t .fyfriw.##:- 

mfic : But ibi: "flite* present' y^o'-'i^matn : of' the 'fe'r offfniwr 
yod -have’ Expressed ?—I must remain' ^t^at^c^rmlcxV ■' ^ ^or^; IM 
t)ie : d«trii[to.iit8 Ihkw. &$$#' th$ jjubli«j-.^ro‘‘.the ®tit% fewjfe v|lSc&; I 
am enabled, to refer to. >m 

■ : 'YdTi aay fet the afevUiit)ilti$pvct<t^y P^-'fhe 

dtj^dmeirr^/’in idjr opimd/i-, • dp-hot establish.' the iMci bf t% 'do’m> 
rneree of the -Cdnijpady being- & WifitabJ^ 

the rbv®iife$v’^' * ' ’■'■ ■ ■■ ’ •;' ■’ ;: ’" • V ; ’'" ; 

7,.^.fc , •. ;, 'y. ■}:’,;). •>;v('Vir;j $ { v.r , ‘ J..6 'ycit}, : W-"'■- EA!' - .''' ‘p'M) 

'$0k>.- you ' i% : satisfactory. iiacu^ept upon •vyliich..': ^ 
uiupty |:) ’ the*. apposite conclusion ?—£ t . would. apt 
ppurion sp. roundly as I do. Without having tp support 

ill bm .1 have not those documents at hand, not expecting 4.0 fee 
eimmnvd to tbJ^- particular pointy . > . . : v 

, §f||. .Aye they .official documents;?—'They are, all of ..sjhem, 

■ $j$fl Tilted are • the ’ official docurmmb - satJsf?rdory flePbrffijg 
ybivto iheiconchisibn yod Ubttie to F-^Thev have led late to that 
conclusion. ■■■ ■ ^ 4 

. 52fe.' Those official documents, are of course knofyn 'to ali fluV 
jpltofe " whosd harufcs. have just been rabhtfciried ?—• •They'ire 

’ :* . •• : ■■ '..T/‘ . ./ ; 

££83 v Do.you .pot think that uva .point of sevuru^h impartgftcy 
aa; > ,. of , pofrectjy ascertaining .the ,stgte ,vf the (^vunpany’s 
iifei-rs/ it would be more desirable that this 'Committee ^fioglp- 
be guided by documents framed .expressly for gtyha purpose 
feota official sources,.-thkirc by pta foments compiled 
ferent accounts, which, however correct' in M© 

lftdng frainet -1 for' different purposes , 1 may not admit of - their 
being 'Uomirihed into k'general result- by periods, hbt: cionvkVsMt 
with the Company's mode of keeping accounts ?*---A cditdct aiul 
comprehensive view of the real -slate-of the- Company's affairs, 
prepared, on -otercaiKtilo-'prlneiple^ and 'Officially certified* 'hr- thp 
very thing .thtilt ' 1 is-now wAriting, and -ought, -to bi? 

produced* -.Meanwhile. I, can. only add, that -1 have fanned y>o 
'opinion, nor drawn any'conclusion as to tlie : teridtoty supporting 
comm^rc^, except from, the official- documents L-hm-c mw'M 
g^pt fv 1 Those offici^l,.doc«mepb5 atv.^ot.nQw ixi:hmd r - ^ogr my 
not expecting-,tp be. exargiaed' upon. tbh [particular:point; ...but; ! 
slxaJl bg ready .to give aU th^. hdfbHr. ^tion. in my powee ^ to- the 
g^ncis upon which, my. tu’eeen t ^piruouis. am 'fi^unded, wheney« ^ 
I am called upon for that purpose., y a . •;- ; 





5288. Mow do you account fef the accutniilatlon of a large 
del# /WJfhte w^itM' : .ieeid- to '‘a'verf Whiciv lm 

.tohoyo not the..doc^pac.ats : $t ntffftVto 
.4he.. •opinions I should. gh-e upon ibfd .subject; aud,- 
withdeference "to the' Committee, t think, it had 
porxed fciU tliese-dociin^ents can be regularly laid before them*, •«. 

you tefer.io. the particular dpe,aments u.pqr^-ydd.i'lt 
0 \| feKuyour opiidon tliat tlie trade 'is supported 
lory ?•—'The principal documents that I refer to are the .annual 
accodilt's W of the 'revenue^ and- other matters, Wmdx 
arc* mill by , tbe , iT6Vir-t : of'DH tf c toi^ b : efdi ; e : fho ; Mouse Of 

t' ’•■ '"’ ’ / " 4 i( ' 1 ^ ;’V > \ '\ ( j 

■ longbhek have got '-them' in.-'fey 

fqr %§()iit pr thirb^six y^is\jbac3L , 

... .. Do’you . ..mean ..to ., say that. §}$$$: ^cc^«nts l; ^x.bibj't mv. 

nvaily , a,,surplus .reyenoa .wfacimt to pa y the cbaiigrs.. .oy the 
te^e.^-^iicy’do, to ; niy judg^ieiib ■ ,.. ■.; ; • .o-» jfyy 

. ,lad,ad»ug alhthe.oxp,ea€^ of-V/arP-^-Inoluding ,:ihc. .far- 

p&&$s.6£*U the w:ari;..tl'ic Company 'bays?- %$w* engaged m di^iug 
tj^it-penod, •pi , esuod3ftg-.|)ilwi^y»,/ ; '.a^ i .have- said-befcr&v that.those 
are^hu Ifdetbjaa they^oppfi&r,• and ought to for 
the ive^d iof.nb?rrgc.$- i in., the accounts nil jaded- ten 
' ‘Then -yoiii^conclude -that the largo-debf contracted dry 

the Chthpanyba'fe : m- watte', find would 

not. have ii%en : feom any transactions m sovereigns; of India; ?— 
\?urf OjMitfmyte mum'nt fa the. state of thd rcveubO' ncooixots, 
ttk* jmffi be ■ timim in Mfyifct 

motetiora of debt* ■ 
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. W{-: .- 0\N-EAS^:Hffc'A'. Af'VAff^A' ‘ 

*« do# %ilws\\xyth a V6' Mh&u r, 

to*, l^;f<m^ estimation, • fcmvg the 'tet- : ‘four 
uOMtat® >th&t Hfcitteo it ngy ipp%« by*'#*** ; ' • ■ 

B29!.u Can y wf, :by tel'khi.M teH;he'f&i^fe pt’^eh'ted %'ITC 
M.iejesty 5 B<€*n ; 3matii:l ; ’u> dfe Gem dfl&d&i* fS&te whathas' hmjn -the 
$&$&.0e fay'i the- t&ffa&itf-, /fjrv'^oVni'fecKce Hi in#&i» n arid vffe "hive 
beep:'the payments‘jin Edjpmcl for tfte'teift&ry- by the €orh^;any : 
fpr-jfch^- y w ’iBl,4 ; ?—-4n bkv 13 dfite Ip^fejjik •*$&$*% to five $-i« 
nances ofdmUa and the Trade of l.mlia and China, pn^idt^d -hi 
yefetn’y .IH8&, the total amount ofawiwces mdd'b’at zllfcievwnl' 
pt‘&x>‘(leprvi&$ and. setikmwht&‘;.of Xiniia for the m^po&es of oM* 
m&t’&fyj'n so far!^s^j|i^iR': th.eij||reha$e of ih^stmbiuis' fdV. Europe,./ 
from 'ibi yp&r to b8$0~7 mdimvcy'U £$6v^h ; d)80v df 

which .€*i4^^050 are sorted m have* faeefi issued in repaymodi 
of terntony] cjiargo.^ defrayed in England. In No.,$ of the \mie 
\M0Of 'being, an'.accburit >$the .revenues .and charges of Jodk, 
the toM#f ihc territorial chargea'paid, m England arc 
be ' included, And For the period here .referred rUv&tv.omYi. • j-e 
C20*89S,206. h appears, therefore, from this- account,, ..that«. 
balance of -£3,444,844 would be due to the" territory ; %vhi:tixw 
ifi t,j(ie ...iioebunt;. No. 25 • of the sawn? papers,'' the territory h 
debited in': the Sum of £8,142,103. These are dfecrcjpanqfe.m. 
the 'officm! accounts before the public, .wWdH v caii' , i0i/ Ife tepjitv 
dled. by the officers of the Eastdn' dla House. '' Thorb 
plamtipM- given by which a private uidMduat' sn'S|jiddfii)g these 
acbdurii& can possibly-effect this’ rccbhcilhme'ttt.'' ''.’' ; 

5296- Are’ the ©b'tamfttee to understand iteit recounts No. 
13'f'iki No- A which -ybii have emoted, support the. view you 
have- tnkei^y ^ im yiriy twenty minions bad bee# advanced, in tfcat 
dtiM& on •■■ftCfcdurirt or temtoria! charges In Ei%IandAOhs ; ,i's r 
ceitairily one fact m edrmbbratron of the view ■ihave‘'thfe^. t ,'.' 

5^&7. •'•Will' you state to the 'Committee w|iat. ppppar;?lliy. 
thi$& dbe%/3ae<it's to have been advanced by the territory- to com- 
rMrti& in the same -period The sum total, advanced for.* the 
purposes of v’ommeteeift thirty mriliohs, or which twenty-feur 
miHioos- 6m.'stateci to 'have ieen-'applied to 'the tepay-tttfe:;rt’ J ’of 
tevritonal charges defrayed in Englariti 



‘mevmptecL , I iI 

You were understood tb sdite that the Itipf. of 
advanced in ’ Tfsc!m ! frbm • the territory for ifch e 
pm-pbSes of coitmierce; the Cornuiitfijc alkb/uddeV^tood - you to' 
. have ardd, -that Cut of that autti of ^6,545^06^ the sura of 
jg6^07 } 0i.9-was • adVaftced V: tb the •.'comttiercial 1 fbml? isi'IhfflT; 
how do you fc'concilc ilieohcreKprc^ihg t-krt 

the whole sum. inis ‘advanced tor the ‘ territory, MS other tliSt a 




k 


' 53{J^, : l9 it jour 


that v.'har; stated m, this 
A»v>^dfng to bo commercial funds are in point qt.f fa.cfe,. waco. es% 
fitted into, in nils derived from the territorial revenue. ^-rr-Tn 
vowyfskmy. witl*fbfe' ansvver.%it l have given in the early pari 
of the of to-day, I conceive these eoiri.mercixn fun<3s 

to have teen aBo ovkmahV derived from the •revenues. -With 



“V„ — y\ —1%-* ;? r : 
MHujxuiys 'accounts is correct, these *6,207,0:9 are.&is'q .m th& 
ftW instance; teived. trqm tern tonal resources. 

aSOS. •Then ,y<jiT conceive that the surplus revenue has been 


^ay, if my view of the sta|e ol* th< 
th 
tin 

it the 



the .re-yjorutg.in,'|w4}a.j J r^I'v to be stated hero,-aw the $unx 

©f ,elkrg|I hi, 

;■ Are not that In ihedatter y^w&of ,; 'pc-* 


:■:! 
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•HS 


‘ iff 

: 
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it no aeweiGn^y : '-«pon \m ! "wnoie' that•■twere 'Hit ?&ov'-a 
:Vurpiy,r if the printed official ■Actkm&te are correct.. ■ I ttu my 
opinion entirely upon them* 

6308* A re. you aware that a sura 
»<*P part; of 


of nearly £5^00,000 has 
P the surplus commercial profits to'tire 
ot the territorial debt since the charter'?~~X ha m won 
that sitm stated as. a memorandum at the foot of one of' the of- 
fiOiahdodiwents m this collection of papers: but I cannot fiityl 
out fS/om this, ov from any other officialdocument contained in 


tM& coUeclion? whence that- commercial profit arises* 

53Q& Then you conceive tjhat, as it cannot bo proved-.ta.-baye 
come from commerce, It musteline from the territory?—!}: is 
impossible to teli from this account where it conies from. 


6310. Docs the account of the territorial revenue anti charge 
show a capacity not only to defray all the expenses in England-: 
hat: this addition^ 1 
•returns through 


ltd sum of £5,000,000, in this Circuitous way 
commerce?—I think the territcrial account, 
when fairly analyzed, will exhibit a very large surplus*, 

5311. Do you mean to imply that some heads* cither of re¬ 
venue or charge, are improperly stated in the account No. 2 ? 
v—I am sure that if I was to give my .view of the case • here, 
without having my papers at hand, and official papers to refer 
to, 1 should only lead the Committee into t very troublesome 
discussion, and occupy their time, in all probability, unneco 

631$. Does It not appear in account No. 2 that the whole of 


the interest on the. India debt is chargee 
territorial charges paid m India?-- It does* 
6313. Is not a part of the interest on th 
annually in England out of the commercial 


I separately from the 


India debt pifud 

~r JKffff ,r~ —©.I : v y-k , v*,..v, rw .funds i^andi.. owgbt 

not, therefore, the interest so paid to be added to the territorial 

" "' in 



'( milf ^TT -I- TT'. T* *1. yiiJY jy 1 : w *fl ^ 

charges* |$J§ not the territorial charges paid in fingliind during 
the period, rince 1814 exceed the sum of £^4,3S8,050 r ; which 




j*0$k /^l^fecpf 


m%Rk’mK ,p,iwv-v* : ' v »r*jr.m *, 

itiJl 'tmiM$ mmmX & ip... a^ef. . ih|$£.jh|.u still 

i<4 k $p|''| sijrpttp revalue, jfe’ appears h int\«i>be Mjp 

ultbrial 

« Mi Diiid' m'itii.v country or jn finilia. 


a be. paid in m’u* country p^jvjhipuuu 
■ S^vlM-hx psge 439? 


■: (lai;s i.X;.t, include merest iof the eypiuil era 
plovea, a* were, dees not appear to !«. any irndufJeaK-Np, a 
'*ic4;.nat'ii||j«(ie fri^wt; because tire: money X sapjtostsd t<> hfc 
raised by bills, 'in which #e r^interdat' would,$e chargeaolti 
|jf! ij:&X:styauiabc :nr>led in tide me ot'.lbe ^ch,a»j«■ 


to .be 4 'aii?,e(i••■by-bills, ■ 

>14 .$$ jp.on a.s the bilb .l^c^uie 


: irito tliis, country by.pfiy ate inor chan ts 
h 0 sold either beiorc, th a tjillj fva ifiWp 
the bills being'supposed to be drpwh 

W;, 

. v.vu uwl tiw.aye that the Coimhmtaion Act f tip r«- 
: be,l£&pV o» 'liafub preclbdps die fcel^g of tea 
s arrival ?--It precluded tl,«o .Cbmpanyi but 1 1 wc uM ri 0 .l> 
ipobsition I have assayed in those sUtlotnetUs, preclude 

: Itt Trofei dofrtg U. 

Ai alia^ rate do you value a tjollivr in tise jcomoutainn 
pf is. dfi. per p^ivrrcl; do you not value it at 4s. ,™~l iiavt in 

ita kmiehi Valued''it*4t 4jr r . •. , \. 

woukt ,n 6 t 


HpHHQ JH ” ■:•> , | PP 

proi.it be greatly reduced ?■—t have stated already that. ahr* 
effi- qt of' it would be to reduce the* profit? and pot to al ect tie 

' • ••' - ^ ^ |{^ profit !||llt 

im 
id 


i’l9. Supposing the Uollar were 44* 


iMe miqe m this country;.but as fee prolit is a vhvy am}/Ie 
onef m. 18 per 'cent., thefe isabundailt rodpi foi* reoelctiOn- fr<>ui 
arv variation tlmt rnjglit take place in tlie rate oi eitclunige/n,U( 
|ii leave the niefcii^t faster ; Avi add^iiite v.^tnvn -for the 
^Vipl^y’^hf Uis^p®* ' •. 11 ,J ' y rf ’ ' _ 

'i>3S6; i!‘’thc doll^f\vo|*e at •&. 6 (/. 6 r, XfiP. bri at 6 v., wo’ud 
ftiere not be .a'Id^s ?••-• Cer aunty ; but I canr oi . tbe 

po|sibiHtv of the ^cb->n|tf' rtsiU'g to 5.x. or 
rn'ihc bVite' of a ^rfeetiy' 4 V'bd tmde ^bcing x/peueu w Chlha- 

f-thb bfljcidt docn-- 
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E ON ’ EAST-HSffllM AEMfHS : 

wfcb'W before' this.Complice, that In some of .the years' ^incfe 
181.4 the dollar has, iii. actual '^tesa^lori^' Iteeti 'exchiuigedyor 
even 6s.?-—I believe it h®p bec^qtmieri nr/ that/rate; btit* the 
exchange bctty^en • Gan to« the?-pert *k). of 

the- C^bhpitfiyV-' 'Votmopoly- is}- no 'giij&f Tor ' ebnol tiding what the 
rate-6f -exchange would 'be ;|mder tfe arcum'stMTfcei• - of a free 
trade.’ We have • bhd itVfeirkablc hW&tnce of that in respea: 
to ItUiiiltireJiO.baifiges. When- the Company had a close, -ui6oo~ 
poly of the trade to India, otir 'rate. of exchange:was then as 
arbitrary at" Calcutta as it: is now at Canton ; the rate of ex¬ 
change their was within my recollection as high -as- the 

sicca rupee, and very'shortly after the trade was thrown open, 
and began' to feel the operation of the adventures of private 
merchants in India and in England, it fell to I#. 

If the trade was -thrown open To Canton I should anticipate 
that the exchange would be regulated by the .same causes, and 
accordingly vibrate about the veal pat*, being sometimes a little 
above, and somedmes below that standard, which, as' regards 
dollars,. Is "is, -Sd* 

5322. Were not; the high exchanges which you speak of, f>s. 

andand the high Indian exchanges at the same- period, in 
cp^|«®pice of the Bank of England being at that time not 
open for payment in specie, and that dollars were in . the 
proportion advanced in England?—That may have been one 
otfekn ./;■; -; : ;V ?;: Me, ,: • 

5323. Is it possible that the exchanges of China and India 
with England, any more than the exchanges between any one 
country and another, can vary beyond the expense of convey¬ 
ing the precious metals from one country to the other.?—Cer¬ 
tainly they never would, if the commercial intercourse between 
the two countries were free ; but under the operation • of. the 
Company's monopoly in India, for example, the case was widely 
dilTbrent. The Company had adopted the exchange of f&rfyl 
the sicca, rupee, for their remittances to England, to discharge 
interest on their loans, arid for other purposes, and that had a 
material effect in regulating the then existing exchangenow 
T consider the exchange between England and India to be 
operated upon by precisely the same laws which regulate it. with 
all the countries of Europe. 

■ '532.4j* That is. by the charge of conveying the precious me¬ 
tals from one country to the other ?—^Certainly. 

5305. Are you aware that an export duty was laid by the 
Easi-Iudia. Company on the exportation of treasure from India 
to England about the year 1811 or 1812 ?—I believe it was the 
case, but I cannot at this distance of time speak h ora recollec¬ 
tion alone very precisely as to the amount of the duty?’ or the 
time duringyyhich it was jfc operation. 

5326. In point of fact, do you know ’that the exchange con- 
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h ooninierce; whereas I Mr China regal#* 

ling, from the .authorities in China would so mbr- 
> rate of exchange would not be to acted upon as: it. 
India should thitdf. that the rate of exchange 


■ great ••betwee»^CIvirt^ ; nnd 

government more 'especially .when_ I perceive 
some of the most Important articles of trade 
now ..wan Canton., the. restrictions of the Chinese government 
are., completely set at nought by the merchants who trade in 
those commodities, " 

3838. ‘ If yonr computation of is'. M. per poufud have refe¬ 
rence toHhewhole period since 1814 and I815 v is it--nor cltav 
that the private merchant who sold his tea at that price Would 
have been left greatly out of pocket, in many years, when, for 
instance, the dollar was worth-6^'; and if youv computation;fee 
not intended to embrace the whole period, then do you hot 
perceive that in yoiir second statement, hi answer 3454o, in 
page 430, you have contrasted vour assumed price ot. 1,?; M* 
with the Company's average price of die whole period as 
stated, by you in the first line of the statement in page 429, and 
consequently, that the comparison which.you have made must be 
fallacious in its results My comparison under the head p, ,Se¬ 
condly/' with the Company's prices, is introduced bidden tail 
The actual comparison which I have rested upon is the s first 1 
comparison, wherein the rate of exchange in China, and the 
sale price of the Company in this country, are taken for one 
and the same period* When I -was examined upon. the sub¬ 
ject’ or* Thursday, I observed that I really could not exactly 
comprehend the e.atct connection that was endeavoured, to be 
esluhlishe 1 between the rate of exchange in China and the sale 
price in this. count, vy* because these two things are governed. by 
very distinct causes. If a private merchant cannot gc: b. 
for his tea in this country, he must take less or else hoid the 
^ornmocUty.. The sale price in this, country will always be go¬ 
verned by the state of, demand and supply. .A 'i to die rate pi 
exchange in China, when it Ls quoted at 6,k, T take that to be 
a perfectly arbitrary rate/of exchange;the•■exebang.es quoted 
in private letters from Canton.' are very' frequently stated tu be 
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OB A • A If.FAIRS: 


.Xheve fy, in. 4ici» fio nne of exdhzttgc .. 
C||p. . regained fov thjB ; ®n& .rules the, rates. of $ 



>; o;p • jto 4.‘., IkL, the JViri par 4y, 2d.-, ami hi foi prolvi- 

hiJity: iteiif( r fo the real. .p^r. fchap . tjjjju u|iiiqs$. e^^ff ^ tlii^ 

'nr-u.s ; and. if the trade had. been.thrown open lor i:}u,ywi'oie o! 
.tlii? 'jp^rio-d^ulludetl pv .ip this second comparison, I.for <jne must 
opinion that the .exchange never would have exceeded 
^15%Jirriifcs-; X t.fieL’^fbre think tfou J. was justified in introducing 
this $§£&&<} comp^ristm in the way . 1 . Wye done it hurts more m 
tin tviiidepial comparison .than, as a real comparison, .-sticlx as-'that 
which h* introduced''uncler the first head. 

, 5$29v IVu are aware that - a great part of the purdrases 
XBade af Canton on American account are effected "fey dollars 
sewt out from this count! 4 )'- or froin";A'nierica; what does thr.»; 
tfodlarcost.-the parties, in’China who send if out?~~The-price 
at which .tllfy can procure it in America, with the usual charges 
of exporting it to China. But the Americans,, who. were formerly 
ip thedv^bit of conveying, dollars alone to Chjua for the ..purpose 
df ? .n,^r<?|a^mg investments, and for the obvious reason that they 
could not supply tlmtnselves with funds in any other way* have 
n^.fpr a series of years taken also the manufacture^ good, of 
tins country, which they have latterly carried in -larger, and 
larger quantities to Canton; what, ihci'efore, the dollar or. the 
ttfcje cosfo them hyChiniyl cannot exactly, toll. 

l/Jttty ;3fc your last examination'-.you said that Mr. Melviltfs 
corrected fet&teyrienfo were arbitrary, because they contain jrn;*- 
d$dy the same 4-ums as the charges of Interest and iftstinuitio 
fop.-dadb -year;. have you not done exactly the same thing in 
your statement ; and if such insertions Invalidate Mr. Melvin 
eonections,. is not the conclusion inevitable that your '.stiafce- 
huudy; arty in validated by the same cause?—When I delivered 
ity those statements to the Committed. ! informed, them that I 
had oidy official documents for the years ,1820 'and W21, to 
..refoy ■.to.; having no other than those cf.lfeSJ-I, I was obliged 
h> include the charges contained in that document as an s»ti- 
hr oil, the other statements T delivered in; bat the case 
4^S Mr. MelviH: he.had nil.the accounts 

of the. luUia-House at command, consequently the 100403 of 
sfoting tjio e^act airiom\,t. o-f. :the Company's • profit for each of 
the. .periods for .which those atatonwtitfl were #nr/^n. instead of 





in my opinion, and I should thin! in the 
A.'mon merchant, nu^t invalidate the whole of his 
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pw^imiAyt the wM amount; mid ^(j-rel'ore^rio^upp^e that 
there .-has.; m ;»Jy ibe&n iwfedmlf per cant, off real 

Wv&sfcfge-'uponvthe tea on 'the p^agc/.howe,. i&*$ dvcmmptice 
which .1 cannot. account,for; reifhf r ; .i» -it cqnsfeten.i will.) iky 
experience of Juts 1 traded in lea.,that f 

have consulted on this head. i may Hird'orad<k that. the.-0Qm- 
pauy sdiow equal, on a^Wverag^.,, to, • .about, pn^rbaiij 
on-;- whdt k called the turn of. the scale. Thesp, two,aho^ t apce> v ‘; 
thereforov are equal to two per cent**, leaving;,notlving: fay wast- 
age cm ,the -.passage home, or until the .period of being 
weighed off to the..buyers; a period generally of twenty months 
to two years, Ah id.. • /; v 

5835. You have alluded to the allowance for draught by t hut 
term : do yon poV, mean • the allowance made by the East>-Im : lia 
Obmpariy to the retail dealers for the wastage which they may 
Mite id retailing their teas ?~~Timt may be the motive ;.,.feut 
the' ; allowance is* granted to buyers at .the public sales, and 
amounts as I have explained, to one pound upon every chest, 
besideswliat is all owed for the turn of the scale. 

'5336. Do''you compute that one pound for every chest would 
amount to one and a half percent.?—A chest of black tea 
weighs about $.0 pounds on the average, a chest of green tea 
about 60 pounds ; therefore one pound allowed upon those 
chests is equal to something more than one amt a third per dent. 

538.7, You have-included in your statement, in page 425, in 
answer to .question 3435a, as charge 4 ?, interest on the Company's 
own capital afe well tin dividend to the proprietors; are you.not 
aware that any interest which the Company's capital may have 
earned must form part of the fund w hich the Jaw (53 Geo. 11 L 
e'i 155, s, 57, called'the Appropriation Clause) has made .Appli¬ 
cable to the charge of the dividend ; and that therefore to chfirge 
the interest and the dividend is to charge the same thipg twice ? 
*~I: have. already explained to the Committee my rea^Qp for 
giving in the statements which I did upon vpy former examina¬ 
tion,, and which were merely prepared to ascertain whether the 
received opinion was correct as to the .net profits of the Com¬ 
pany's China trade being sufficient, not only to pay the interest 
on home bond-debts and the dividends in this country, but te 
&i’4 the .territorial department with occasionally large advanced 
from my own inspection of the .official documents before the 
public, T was- unable to draw the same conclusion ; on the con¬ 
trary, it appeared to rue that there was but a small amount of 
net profit, on the Company’s China trade; and at that time, 
binding ;u> means froiq official documents of ascqr'taming the 
reStfUs ofthe India trade, I was obliged to conlipe myself to the. 
profit which appeared to r$$u|t fro.m . the .Clpua. trade. I ||M 
consequently at a lo.s.& to amceive where the-..Corohany...cohid 
oblmu fiimkdlu i\m payweut of tUo,se tvyo items, unless*- It mfc 
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wmk ■■of. lire gimW^ mti m-credtt 4i m 

darie;ill4$# > 4M&teu*t;ht in my-^'hkir^ an c^ro-nc^s 

mftrv:; lit ah myktiitt ay _ r<3?g*ird 5 --n■.t - -ss ^count* 

• 5339. Should yob uofx' cVfe''XlVa,'lS : r-fe #: 33'' th'<» clsfcAnv an tr^i 
as* 'Sbkdhjy <^^ i 'aifi s h ) ; ''.,'tiler^|;'c#41'^ r , ; oX^'Tt' n^er- 
>yrii«f;y.;iH ^eejfi'ng ;'i3fs byftkj, to. keep m de66i$k' of ffie profits 
of tiii&V'.vtUn'Jg, or the 1&$ ‘bf Underwriting, entmly 

feSitif; ihe; jpartlgufii r upon Mplh htf ?'k r 

^ pre'el^e/;y I fotye ah'riuiy, ^plained ( an. 
upo'a v ;!V;ti>' Mblvlliy"insertion here of V Credit oh' acc^UtU. of 
m^Ui-atk'e.i '' lh aMonnef etfainmatibh I have stftied .that chM'^wm 
w*h|i|h lie ' l>/*s .crod>U3<h *4» ? OT#, For the awtiht .saved by Ike 
Coeipany h] the mode of effecting ' tlidfr ' 'has 6b 

bdrine^s whatever here; ''it : skouW. be'^an-kd"to'th#credit of,the 
ut^tl4Trn-i ; ^itx.ng* isocount,; aiv<l if that' account exhibits o balanc'd 
ht favour, h U of course the uodorwriter’s profit "; but 3f v tho 
bnfehee.is imf iyohrable^ ns h often, the case, if -is then .in ‘actual 
loss ; at all overate, this credit item has tio business here. J 
&h.difjd ^Iso. ; *ciy ' the same of Interes?!;,' I Believe that' mo|t 
m'^clunits Oh a Marge scale keep aii'intercst-aecotiiU. 1 know 
fiiat 1 do ; and in such a ease as the one here stated, 1 &hfouUt 
carry the' -httewesfc • gained on the traiteacHen. io■■■the erodit of 
i^tereiSt-accotmt; and if.the interest*accoiint exhibited v & balance 
In favour, that balance would be a profit, but not otherwise* 

534)0*, Should you ..not consider that .the interest op the 
fh'- tiphn/s capital wiU to be considered as a receipt that'was. to 
be made appli,cubic to t.be charge of the dividend Ceriaihiy, it 
interest is. gained, in the way X have tfientiohed, ymd g^m^t o^ 
M-;e employment or veal capital; but in the casebefdve us fptefe'f 
would,, rb ••;; chrug<?able # in the first instance, on the portion of 
£ap.ftaf which, is errtploycd in the China trade, "sinhe the 'capital 
woulcl.be losing, so much interest, during the time,this" pdrt.'on of 
if w&s *0 employed, and" if returned it must cdnie'''6Ui of the 
sale proceeds of tlib goods ; it catmof be gained in any 'other 
wav. ‘ y * ! \ ’ ’, u 1 ' 

i»341. You toow that previously to 1813 the accounts of the 
Company's territory and trade were made 'up tQg&her ;.hut. 
that by ihp G4 th section of the Act of S3 Geo. 111. c, l.opA they 
have Mnr:e that period been separated, and are now kept quit e 
distinct; do you not nko know that the annual accounts framed 
upbo tHhf law of •separation show a Verf large itmoiuit 
bolongh'g to thb commercial branch, and is ; not uiis largo 
amount safe zit pagea 61 aa.d '6:4 of the 1 papers : «.v |o the 
fiauiices of Indiitj presented by the King's command ?^«1 knew 
fl at tljo_ Act of 1813 required a complete separation of fhV3 
territorial and cotrmiercia) accounts but the public Mave Fever 
flc t.-n yet such statements 6f the eainraereild aci.(>uv>t as v-'oukl. 
Sv^tHy a tt»43anrile • mm w to;the real result .of the 4‘ompan;vs 
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•.^i'mirsior.ch3ii eo^ceflMk; : u>o #■ 

^merat^i ? if* the#* fjhften I.pw$< 

that &pj$v cif. w&00& t o. v$lu$fjen> otwbkdi 1 have 

means of op|niob ; 


assets ; vviuchi .ire 
ftWlGtyi® 

diey nmy.bp oiri^tly 
_ or they may be .uvtiicrvaluetT'pr bycmikied*, £ tit^i’ofore 
take'' these. ampubta to be no critetfdh' oi the Company'* qjlip* 
r.:.piti]> more especially as one of the items contained 
in ftj , £&, 14>3,10B», h there given in very vggue terms* 

for there'is a note pf reference from it at jtbbottom of due 
ac'cpupb which contains this, remark : y ; This,balance is.puhjeci, 
to. re||.^t|4n ( % t he amount of advances mapauh India 
territorial branch to the commercial branch in the Indian official 
•year 1.B27-8. The dpfuviicn.t.s whereby the amovmt of these 
advances is to be ascertained have not as yet been .-received from 
India, but which ft is estimated may amount. to ,$$:J24,900, 
winch will leave a balance due to the commerce of £5,017,203, 
including interest.*^ This, therefore, is at best but i limre 
estimate. Of the remaining items of this account if nHyvfgv/ 
of the -state of the 'Company’s finances be correct, the whole or 
tfce greater part of die other items must have been furnished roin 
d;e territorial revenues, 

5342, Are-you able to state how far the di iskm of charges 
ordered at the commencement of the present charter under the 
heads of Political and Commercial, has been such as to charge 
commerce only with the charge which as a merchant you 
wpuld admit ;' and is. not an examination of each item ngpoisdry 
before any person can giye a Correct opinion on the result of 
iho«e public accounts between territory and coimriercd ?*‘t 7 T 
have seen" no such account yet that would satisfy a’ ,cohi« 
mercial «ian as to the real out-turn of the Company** • com¬ 
mercial concerns, or whether they included all those charge ■" 
which. a private. merchant would put upon such an account; 
rani I have always thought it, and still think it is post highly 
desirable, that such an account should he laid before' tip 
public,’ for without it all conclusions that may be drawn from 
accounts which have been produced are liable to error on the 
part of any private individual who may take the trouble to 
examine them. 

534'3, Will /cm look at No. 25 of the accounts before >\h$ 
Committee, and state whether the results at the bottom of that 
account, under the head of Commercial Credit at.hope..and 
afloat outward, can be. depended upon as a correetacc- unt by 
which the actual spite of the Company's aftaibs can be judged 
of?—*1. eaunqt draw any .satisfactory conclusions from tiiis state;’ 
meat, _ * . ,< 

5944 Wdi-you . state- ’.the- groiiods of your opinion that, no 
accurate coneiusion Can lx? formed of the accuracy of this 
account-?--! have.. remarked upon one item, winch is c/y 
" 5 e r %* 
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'' /Ifoes ivpt very fact of Hits note* in- ,ndd$$rt to 
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of^-the Court ofDirectors, that they are perfectly-_jdi$gh;sii'l »■ 
give? every information that caw be' desired by tin :ee» 

and, to gi ve that information accurately; but 1 must repeat tSi 
t%rt' information is '.riot yet before, 'die public. 

Docs not this note refer to a sum of £3^1 ?4,900 


534 G, 


which Tony be estimated to be paid to the commerce# and w^ich 
fp'no.t pretended to be an actual statenieht ?~-Strl!' it; is only an 
estimate-;. and an estimate, X maintain, is of no kind of va lue in 
an actual cash statement. 

\ $$$71 Do you consider that the sum of £l,.207*5(i0,,. being 
life value of 3 per cent reduced stock belonging-to xl\e.{ Cop'i** 
pony, is not an'actual asset in.their hands ?—-That of,entire.la.. 

■ hMil h not the cash balance an. actual asset ?—I presume 

it is. ’::..; '&.%#r:' •'■ 4# s# 

5340, Is not the amount of goods sold, not paid for, actual 
earn' staiemonts?—’That vfu depend upon .whether they arc 
poid for or not. ' They may be sold for the amount stated, but 
the'pa^yment is not■ realized. 

5350, Is it the custom of the Compary to part with their 
gpo# till they are paid for?—In that respect the Company's 
sales .are--'conducted in a very satisfactory manner ; but it often 
happens that goods retained in the way that ihe. quefbon -«np*- 
po$Ffs h.f. the C.unpany’s warehouses,, till, paid for, have neyer 
been. spared 'by tfie purchasers, and a loss has accrued upon 
ti e resale of them. 

535 L Can you state whether that is not an acdd<?ntal cir¬ 
cumstance ..arising out of the depression of pricoa which fcas 
recently taken, place?—It depends more upon the.dm.ua- 
staacck of the .buyer, at die time. 

5352, Admitting, as you do, that those several items are 
actual cash statements, is it not reasonable to suppose that the 
other itenv> arc equally those which can be depended upon ?—■ 
Hov.v for example can a private individual, like myself, say with 
precision what the value of the goto da-in .England -Uti&okl or 
of ..die exports# or of almost all theibtber-.i'tem.s ? • ♦ Wlint can l 



wopertv of tliis kind, even a private individual is. fn;qiv:*nl!y 
greatly deceived by valuing it.at ft rate, which will never be 

Sdooy Do, you -mean to say that the Company have less means 
of valuing their property than a private individual has?— No; 
but '| say that I have no means of knowing whether this. vaUm*. 
tm is correct or hot. 

535G, Have you any reason to doubt it ?«~I have no means of 

5357. For instance s how Would you understand, or how 
would any merchant understand this item, “ value of goods 
unsold % England may it not mean either goods unsold, 
valued at the cost price, or goods unsold valued at the pro* 
bable sale price, or goods unsold, valued with ft prbdt upon 
them ; or is there any means of ascertaining with certainty 
what is meant?—That is precisely one of the items m which 
I feel that" my information is defective. I have no hesita¬ 
tion m saying, that were I to value those goods in my own 
hands in an nccoiint of this kind, I should value them ut the 
invoice cost; whereas i judge, from the amount at which they 
are valued here, that they are rated by the'East Jodia Coitopatfy 
at the expected sale-prices. 

5358. In page 208 pf the Third Report of the Scijqt Corn- 
mittee’of the House of Commons, which sac upon Foreign 
TmJeml821, it is staled that the China Trade wshy " profit¬ 
ably inducted by the Conipany, arid constituted their most 
plentiful resource in - aiding the administration 6f the eoi.viines 
entrusted to'' their govern men tf Do you, in eonttodiction to 
the opinion stated in this Report, still maintain that it h the 
territory ^hich-upholds 'and supports the trade r -*My opinion 
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of J^rnymnL 1 ;, mt Attorn Mill .ufyM 
&,ili«M, of iVf.r, xWeHul} f cotw^vdw.iaKtmi- u» .m,«rti. 
ni*, jic a .lir-crepancy mpain^ tc\{V.V'^<W(i|jc*l * , X 

' n " Bhfyen *uethofOUo Van h||$fe <:d vhd quantify 

» iWk 'in IS$P, ami tk*> ihe oihei* tpf; 

the'tftiduhCtCofpotted 1 id l'8SJ ? 7"?-4* > 'n : # : 
for-^'eigWfc and Behiurrdgd' is- c^gpwbftsly stijded In• Mr* 
to apply'to the quaniitvbf te& vxbotie&i Tbm 

• i .,v ; , . ‘•. ... ’ ■ . x V »■ i X ,\.u. : » ,;.,, /. V V. , ':i/' 

The 'fyv.o ^quantities hemg Very d.h^reii!, iim .the, .subset 
^ y\i r*: ?—Yet the sum before mentioned ]» apphpp. iu 
unquestionably to the amo^it ^v ^uhntity, of 
yj'3 9 i 76 *bs. of tea^ ’and can be applied to nothing cl so*, , 

/'■'$■ re you not aware that the freigbrsv jj.re ; not paid at-the 
saine 'time' that tfce goods -are sold* that thdt are ■dObaisidn.tiUy 
pakfb^re -the goo* fe arrive in po?fc-?~~That 'dp^.-.ndf niter my 
view of .Mr* MVivitKs itf fttemefii* tor which' we havxV'hia ; exptksfi 

C ; " " ' : ^ ' r - ; ^C’ ■ • ’ ;M ! 

■ 1 J(ms, ^cUcM'dii 183ft. 

: y-f hH^H¥'^:r.-. ■ :• - ^ 

: •># V & v Aty t .< -; wi. ? k 

KOBEUT BlCKARDS, Esq. again called in, andtaammX. 

K ,i? * ®"■ r ■ • : . ' ■ : 

jb joiiy' ^hee'- ypu - delivered in your state^ajtoa 
to* China,* which have been observed upon by 
had un / opportunity- of, examimag the retiimy. 
laid before this Committee, purporting tb b^. 
•ges on the China trade, during the,, years, hir 
itemehts were offered ?•—I have, examined st|i|er 
k' effeet ntlnubered IB and 19V in the seri&s bf :*c-' 
capers Vja&cl ’Marcli.’ 1830, and which; eontaia tho 
:d : (6 from the year .1823-4 to 1828-9 mChkuve. 

far do. those returns support the accounts you have 
nu^t repeat* .with reference to those accpunis^tnd 
atateme?.i,t« 5 that in their present state they lead to no satisfac¬ 
tory .wmclumn#; in- other words, ■ that; they. aSord. pot the 
morn's of coming at the real result of the Company*« trade* 
It is only -a general conclusion that can be drawn-from them; 

I stated as much upon rny first exaraination ; and with refer- 
ence to the statements I then and subsequently delivered in to 
this Comitnttee, Mr- Melvill has since been at.,pains to refute 
my-s-tatements by a «erit:.‘S iof vvhat are termed eorrected yune- 
m ts.; : and- as,.these corrected statements-ir%* k^td'cursory 
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ha i € : he i em ,prip e c,b^t 

W.{<*.vp$nj^ a<-’€pa,n.tg ? . mui tbe.y^uU *s co rtanned sp -the 
two short which I hold fe fey band, ^ aod.\v|woHv^v4h 

the . permission of thp Committee^ I will now deliver in* No. 1 
h: dfmv.tt -'feufc; focedvcling to’the view which 1 L have taken of the 
s financial 'accounts, and as 1 think a alert l^dnt Would 
draw out a regular profit and loss account- wf ifev. particitlar 
transaction';' the Other h drawn out precisely: on the prb> 
cipies. co trended .-for-by ,>Vh\. IVlIolvill in his corrected statements, 
hx which the item of interest is altogether omit Ce<1, and. only a 
snaivll -estimated sum of one. per cent..included tor insurance’. I 
have> fleeted tbr tho.se staternepts .the year ancl the sai ( es 

of 1828-9, because m those years we have, in the official dociir 
meots upon the table, a sale amount of tea correspcmding with 
that which was imported in the preceding year, allowing only 
dour per cent, for wastage and draught and turn of the scale, 
which, from the explanation I gave on ray last examination 
before this Committee, I take to be n. moderate allowance.; all 
the other items of this account are taken frotn the official docu¬ 
ments which I have particularly referred to on the face Ql the 
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Chmav4Wi i«iie 1829.f jl,98i,419 : ; 
FjiXd^lit'i.'.rid dknuuTagtyft* l< 

".'•^■■'■Noj-is ofX,Ae. fly 

j , ekmtsMind papers,*’ de-1. j i : 

| ( Ik^rek Jo to the 3elc!d ! |j • 

. CVxrn^titee, 1830 ...... 647,319 : j 

S&lw&i&n up cl citfoliTmeiits 
f.ta stipmeorgoes and [(, 
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■' 1 ' • 1 


.Fiftvttary •• ^'Wiitg, a 

quantity with -'the. al- 
, lowauw of about 4 per 
cent’, -f/ji’ wasted equal 
to that purchased in 
.1827,8...Vv, vd 
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205,5371 
243,234ff 
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I--.— 
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j Pro ntbr ought down 
629,0 7 -1) i .Deficit net' #». ».< 


4 787,195 
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■ ptios's ■ofr'TMla trade, as ! '■. 

. :■:$$,of Papers ! j,' • 

.^^delfyeted; M ; ‘ to the -j • jj,., 

• tfsdcdf; Committee,' jl 

.,. Maech 18‘30.. 531,812'! 

: ;' ’ : ' Total : dt!'fic?enc'f.‘ £ 999 , 035 !j'' 
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; but I must observe \ 
to me, as I have tM 
be of little value foosm 
newts* do you refer 7W’ 
statements that have 


ti t.., .*,•. m aUvtft. 

5373,. State the reasons why you plant little value, upon 
them'?. - Because, in all. die olfidal documents winch I have li^tl 
an. opportunity of,'in8pcc.fch>g> there Is no ( such i} thing'ns a re¬ 
gular mercantile account.of the, profit aud.J^s.oii the Oonip&py s 
.Indian or China trade, KK*b a^, a'respecwle merchant oi die 
city of London> or n professional accountant, would approve ; 
and until a statement of that'dc^crl'piun'*'is kid h^ibii the pn!v 
Ue, which 1 think the, public have a rfeht ,to expect, r.\o sjyjs* 
factory conclusion can he 'drawn as to the real profit- or other¬ 
wise, of the Company’* trade. It is on this account, t say, fMt 
estimates, particularly such as are. framed from imperfect data, 
mtis r always be <xmsuiere<V‘of lit tie comparative value. 

$$$■& The Committee tire to understand that those s.tammcnts 
up by.you are pot considered of any great importance,, be- 
cause-ihe 4#ia or documents supplied by the India-House do 






m 



rn^ tlti louowmfe ^dlrcuni^tances, 'Let' any- pe^sou,. 

fV'it^t the ’codree'of... n^^an'tile. • anauS% and the a.di^ttpid /facf.,,$; 

an. uidi-orsul depression of profits- ever- $irice the clo$f of t ( h< 




• • i ymmmMm'W*Mwm kwa xsmiak 

$?bMp$0iy ■ : ¥i0®4 0 - •••tefttB m 0 d m>p 

only QO-wx’l.f.xskav?v'#djv which Tmkoitfc dpon 

)$y'&p?( -rmtimimmn . .bypry .l)m. ,C11e* ;#eo 
j$y $$ttt Ms beer bitberttf|n?b}^K^^ 
^f^ppfy o i: jffiM on a\vy portion. p|.,^&;C>.i^|^my'8 - 

c'ett^in oharg^^ tbj^ e^nfeyy.- .T$m 
€onoftij.bo!i'i Is v'norep,\.',r .strongly confirmed. to.. . 4 '^ hiipd .. 4>uV.t J. 
t'mmy y'd.1 be ol.)vibu$' , 'to' other pyr^t)^* 

J: 

m ,wbr, the .wlild k. private, nxejr^iab^s-Mfe ejt« 

pbnepced ui reah/ing even moderate pftjjpg* appn concerns bar- 

^ieb bn with tlie^no^r/rigbrous economy.; let (fto^e j^c.ts, I way;., 
be 'bcrdgaVed with the known, rpode in which.tte Cbb’Ppy’s 
Jjb*de 'is earnod;oh;; the great'establishments dcebi : 'i!r'p,'bt the 
^ndicViXanke for cbtxnnereial purposes '; ' tiffs naagpffiperit,,.es.ra- 
•blifchmeftt at Cantonj the equally' nuighMberi-t estuWirkbrpents 
•spread all •' owr India for - commercial purposes'; the frelglitw 
'0t' '■ by th.erCoTiipany upon their'shipping,'averaging, according 
tb oni. • official document’upon this table; £%L KXvper toh, and 
irf. .another ’between £ IB arid .*£19'per fem, for doing that which 

aivptiVate merchant would’ accomplish for from £S to Mb ptft 
Wm ■. . an d likewise the v^ybfllV rfi$ at which theCompany 
htjye on ail- occasions paid for their goods both in : Indm and iii 
phiiih ; > aiifHi’ he. Can, after edmbming all those ‘facts, concb>i'b 
it possible for the Cotbpant to realize'any thing fife' n profit 
their trade, he mmt have other ways y>f, con’ipufingprpfet 
to my ' 1L idddi l am acquainted^ witli; hut whether 
realise a -profit upon''their trade or not fa, in )py estimation, of 
litt.Je 'con-ipavative importance. The great question, in my dpi- 
it?ony--to v 'be. coHMerm.wpon this occasion is thatwfiieh 1 tock 
the liberty-' of impressing upon'the attention' of the wuBm 
at yty. first examination, viz., the immense hdvaitteikes* winch 
*° this country, and -to'me tin*terii 
wra-ld at large, by the single act of opening the trade to-' CnntM. 
'W& have here a question in which the great colbmtTclhliiiteire^ts 
at' thi'rcmxntry, the* manufacturing' interests, the shrppfVig '\h- 
tertests, urk L, by redaction, the ogrictiUu'rttl ii';tere«ts,' &u-- doeplf 
fnyoiyed'; -abd'tl'us X take to be of'jrhi* greater importahee i$hn 
whether ri 200 ? 000 or £** 100 , 000 '' can be made out more. .or less 
X;y the;tarmrrgaftd twisting of figured'statement. 

5,3^5.. if all the documents ' submitted to .'.^arliapiiei«jt, ;:fi 
i.oosc which you have seen, that baye been 
Committee, of. the copsxn^rcial affairs' pf 
uefcctiye as you have stated,' that no'merchant c;t)ih 1 .'make.,iip a 
saU'iiiatfbty a^cdunt ffiiin ih^ni"tb show’ tiie".aStuajk veB'iijt ntnl. 
profit ancl toys from (heir edinthoirce, ill ydu state lyhiit kind.of 
accounts should be furttiffiedl 'to ’eo»blo thb '.Committee correcily 
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..draw-oat fcoifte# flic /w# result of }'ii's‘oin> aj'itjr >/ 

5377,'' V,iin. jou tfive | pio fMka MCfcHMJt ,>f !|H-t»wJuiev in 

;W W' ip 

Jonrl'a heobnnfhdrth Nidfher .think y\ pip 

s^Vyj' if'tbe accounts at tlie 

iltefopls 'to- be. FjSjlfii ‘^udfc' bbo^s -fcfi[£re tve 
M>' ( .dtatniltV, 1 dhfyutd' of preparing mvit. dtymppuW as 

tfrd pq^ll’d. containing'' the of t!;ie 

(•oba^ariy• with tbeir receipt's ou ; .n ; tlier—-a 

for in short, of 'irjerc^iiitiie . t.innsac jtlpius,. iMjmred 

iix:- ddi^e.aitfile. ..fdjfrit ' ll oh- rnercan.tile .prlh^lple^ $}ich ^U$|f 
bieritiahfs^re accilstbmed to prepare of all ^ortajlfic. tfatK-actipos. 

: Ta^.ar.(-i t ;aw,are.that' by the-^ih: clause* of theAix of 
#3\.Geo.'til.* i.t..is that the profits on coitmter^p thm^l 

fjjr.certain porpos.es,..-.the lost, being that.surplus 
sbqjuld go, in ..redotfeiioa of the, principal of the debt In Iridhp 
Ara.yau' : the account before the CJopraii^ee, to 

thbii ,any s|irp|tj$. has ( been banned ever io : pay. J$m? 
fekl^jloht to the .A$t?*~jiti .ocppi.i-ii.i of the 

1%P<2x'h rating to. the Finances of Ipdia, page. 4$,. &<$*?.,«*• 4 

■ of that, acco.urb. m following woni$ t 
rjqm surplus coauvurrcial. profits '.or.tile 
queui to the 1st of May 1814», #d &gv. 
O; territory**’ This# hoWo-ver. is .'hvM* 
insertion s there' iw • >g" that i x:*in 
uments to sbaw .whence', that 
; aod this, is : another of, hh^nioyoh?* 
uxee t os of the defective or hnperfect, 
I. observe,also, in aspect to ibakpro- 
Ei year J824« h is 

led,, through the. years pud t^2H 
w|i#p<qa 1... con ciju.^le. that there ceoicl be- no surplus pirohisy. .tp0 
or- climated, in those .years. In the. following y^wr* X.^T^the 
amount. yi staged'. at:£ri,75B,.84.ij,., jBeiqi a s,mall advapoB^pn. fbe 
pf MiSfj ivA tln> annual .^.ceoqnt:s hud 

o^pre. ra,main t !fciht• jt)ie increase of l ; B2-7:oyer. 1$S|> i Q -sW^k f\^y 
■at f*l24- or This again, h one of, the 

which' we find Id these accbiuits> ;rv hicJf nuijr b$ napiblpaaf re- 
coiAlhmient by. thejtfi&fs of the ’ $>qf $j§K?1b It is 

impoSstijle for' an individual to >:qec<>uht fpr fro.ni .dhjf.p^phiTia** 
tion^ 't'hni.Uw here'given"; and tl»orof>rt 1. »•• that I say .that 
.those • aeddpo ; ts..a ; s pt'(*sen'f.ed. %q■ tji^. .public., exhibit ,sp 

sat|$fa(ipry a fS»^ v pub}ic:'lj*rve a.right to'.e^i.'tC'Ct; : . , IS’ei • 

th.fr r na daiK shp.h.feerijc W conipried iror/i..the 

ithparfm mlPlviipan they con bln f 


i U4wni 

tm§ 
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53'86, Did. the*’ o-ber'brokers examine 't&hmrwitli you ?-^No; 
;h examined them separately by their own sainpHitf** (here 
j''Saro;ples.;«e»»fc tO-ten^a 4o;&en different,hau»^tu 

S '^$S9..‘ 1'Vr..■ tl>o- ■ 'ij>T 2 rp- 0 So of •afterwards: -Axing oa pHe*--' ^ 
to:i ^^wmh t^eei 'together W-We ntefrtogtdhfcV atidh 
ed prices, and gave the result of that to the i^ntietr 

01 « 


rum 


timl. j&fte wniilesk • 

. ' Was the result, an average-?— Yes* ah average, as'nearly 
W; could .jnit it, of what they would have sold fbr at the CmA- 
pmv", ales. 

?( 50'9L Was the#fe milch djfeeheebf opinion I.H:tn'een you 
There wr^j'm the BnOr sbrtbffeaa especially* * " 1 

:'£M92* Were, there In the. epngo*; md 
t]e; li&rcily ah^.jtt. all; merely WtiQuai parts. . , 






■-akoated diun at with xefcvetiei&tlia the test; spier- pnc& o. ,: . •*»*' 
Co^gee.^.,o< tvi.th. ( %r«rice.. to the .et^‘ • iHdne 

l:i.me .V^e• w.fcTt* obliged to ^eckcn - theta at thcr price w.o;,sup« 
poised they would, $#$•* * thert; were of 

hht the Evustjmiia Company do not import an tUf m 
^coiuit/but'whie’Sh 'it# 

who. Have a indva& trade, p' it is'called, v,:.meb is a nprJty U> 

• fold jHfoife#-’>?a6h: -mil $UcV quaHtiys'; Hot we cixrmti t amvver an 
their <jt.i0Ji ties to compare them with the Company _s tea a. In# 
are always' dean ipas r ^hh. wedfcw-- 
mkud/odpre they come to this eo'ontry,:>^hjch the. ofchebt tue 
puh ,$$r;. .thehf/tfeaae.ia by bprfccy* In '.gepeva! ym e^/inot-.expeet 
%fti> go£Mtti' .-to. bring dh' •dollar? ,* -hut. 

*;o, n'i:any t ^je$^<>n5oa ! as- thoy ; ripf. purchase by burtei.;,. . Oi the 
. pdl?ifi! We,;know.nothbg^ .. • •• '^ -'.kfm 

:•: . •'to^---W^reyou told, ..^hen -those samples -were delivered to 
?v:OU»0\^rvc w-Ij^wci 3 : -- they ca'me?--^Mov;- we were iutw«one^-by 
Mr.. •Jont&'to Oome • and see ihem at" the $i>aro oi ■'■'■ ( Uoxsti’tHn 
■ .OtfUte* • the•• auitiber was. sq '.'great. It,was 1 orvu an 

.opiiuu.li of them tfere; each of dm • brokers hud. the ,v.i«:opk's 
,'v'eut,, and lasted" them. as. well ejs&ubned .them by toe dP - " 

• World;they;can^ r 
•s.^%,lr#w:oot Krem wHeneo tljey came-j. the.pap#,states huao 

to; !*e t jW#u the. ©ohtment of Europe. but does not smite h'*ni 
,. whiik KOpuii'k^, ” 

b'3§&. As to the teas of general eoiisonipUoo, part i velar l y'the 
^hea, cpngo, the hyson, und the Lwuakay., setting ’ot 
i.he-. : Of which little % ivoporfced, wfere- they u'/as ot thtj ,^|udw 
•tiesMjsed for'general consumption, orai, tmoti tfte y./fcol-v, ol-gopd 
feir-gu^ity. Execps ihefc. rwiu^aj tea, I think they ware. that 
wad inferior totyliat jjbe 1 '.- ihv hopea 

tea was rather iltferior, to the extent, ofeloh jfe M^Cper pound ; 
bef• iha?; is a iefa : h$V usddl,pr : v»u L.ondlm ; that ijpes 
•generally into the'eo’bhify.. "where tpey are? obliged., to sen it at 

• a low.ef puHveularly ‘ti>'S:iu s * ihahtifaiiurer^ 

: 5390,.’ Was' the conge a fair <$S!tfly?~~tl was no!,’*<> d^u as 
•the; C^mpltnyV 1: " ^ rS * J 1 " s,rf ' • ' "’ ' 
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N;p.i ;?v. A:* R;S 

x ™,, „ . , Mjjp, 'yV'Jjat, <Jo^^ 

imcV a p^tioder ia&e, 

'■:;</‘■'S' gather so wef«,.seated,. .. ./.;;;., . ,. ,,;. , ; 5 . - 
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I • ‘ Uf.Vbty •' • * ' ' '• V' .V^ , ! 4 ; • y" : , ^ ^ . ; ‘ , “ ? V , "y JftV 1 > (t "?*”f v 

hfrv# ybb i^udfyf t t|^ Goi^i|^V pp|M'! ^ fngjh, 

price ?«^lh$re is &rao- of the Company s’ vf^-thai 

%$* aa & ?*$ f iyffef 1 f I 
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.' 540:1 Is tire here a* 4i^a pot4d *Jtyt a, $«>o<i 

.tea valued at ,2$, &d. ; ^,;pound : ; 
hut ereybr.,savgpk's U>ve bee,ft y*keiy .md ^aye cpmodsW* a 

clip'reeiateV and aisofrpin the''tea : beir>f in paper. 

. pXssit;, .ybur-upihfeB that the satnfjes. .h^we./iiat; qjutq..so 
Mi: a;.di^ee; ; as'.if they- 'hud been drawn fresh 'fram/the ’cheats 
iif 10^^^ , ^f 

$tP* Did the manner ef§4 |ding them put thorn to some, dkr 
advantage^ partlykrly in "the smell, winch h n yrer; 
thing we go by, as Wgll 0« lifter tyaff of diose that an u%d 
c^d-v/ere a sbtachong kind of ten, which’, hyl’he BamW thi'v 
,g‘;mr;,ihdih ; they vvodfnbt beiiir with burs, ’ . . , ‘f *' 

H.h&y Were dbg green cameirofti New jork .of. a 

.^bod.quality?—Ido'hot\knoy irog-r yli.er^g tbgy cat^e, only^xe. 
samites JypKi .taken IVom which. $<' were to, form qur itrpjni^iy, 
aiO(>, Wete the green tents of a-. folr-tjua-Bty P^Swiie. of,dt&Hv 
we.r.f and sp^je were very rnddFereivy i ,.• 

. 0$ ; *. Lfcwr long h:yJl .those, sanies. ;• been taker, mt of the 
chest before,.y^>u yaw .thonv?-*—Tbat-1 cannot my.-; L never. .saw 
tfig-.bhestf tioi the .packages- f . • . ,.. y- 

.-3-M>8. l'h&' prices 'of your valiidf ion ikre of''cootie 1 Vfi^'^re 
ceiled the short prices, that isftv ithbut the duty r^yi's > ; 'Jitcausb 
we ••always buy and-seibby' the short price. !/ - • ’•'" '• " : **'■/ ■ -'■ 

4 Upon thb whol ( e. were the gpngos ag,d bobgais .pfa. qua ■ 

My that .w®W/ind. ready sale, in dps .country f-’i r py ? . tbyy.vver-e 
? Ft:tlhcfwa^ty : dnb for. salef .any tfcjk that, is glean'. ;pct deceit . will 
always ” tund a sale ; 'for wluit is not. spiel lo Lpnclori ..t.}le.dealers 

mb'' J ' 


will''^wd to mkid.foctiirib^ ‘.places, and If . 

gdh'iai dtbf anydiing, if it'really is: fa. 


Bil() u tiqjjm /.-ipns.i dor ...that die-, tea.- v.idbh.b'-iold atUn'iConi'* 
ppny's .sales -f much adulterated In the |bn^i|^.orrs^hpp§ in 
London ?--*Not in Londop.; I do- mat thinjfe.. there, is any adtdte- 
ration, in. tea ’ they 

sales at about Ly *Sd, to Ik m. 9 witif congo ieaf, i ,..beMp§e the 
duty,fk : ; jb-heavy the.pebple; rn.^fcb0 country.^ahbpjp ijiff^rd to.give 
d'.; V It' _ is tfte foshipn' no w to Lave ‘ every-. thing/nt # Wiy, pyjee," 
and fbat' pcrvftyes every bn ;the supposition:,. 

th^t .the ptfplo get too teugh profit'; but the'y.drink such:ic^ . 
thbi^'afe 1 ! W'.bi^fhbi dHhlc, ‘ . ’ : . ' 


'Wmt 
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^'(freWsfosi. 

iBk St t?ifc H'&itoy atiM Sjtvidlis ctiusitry -3>f Wl$ J 1 : i 
u„»~._ u.» t 


* ft -ypty tftuch I a Jd&/»lecf'? -1 cockier 
i ; fti bte 


^jg$ 


t ? _ ,, T pP|Bp^ 7W _M^, Tr „ 

KiP^ISWp $f #S difeent. ntiralftici# foul'd. you 
ratllr difficult': I coyiid no ,ftu>re Ivil i’.uu t 
' v -f Wither! ifc'w$$ aliof|K.e BgKt kind* 


it; was-good-if I tasted It, 


'not ymi' t^V ft ether' dje,re wm ary parfwidclx, 
'might* [ presume the. 'ah 

e of adulterated"'leaves vrUicii Li^ipjac^, 


•* lit your opinion, is not ther e a go<kl,4oal soJclin ’'emote 
* . of the 'conntry as tea iviueli is npi .tea. .at 

c©ueeiyeV‘ , thi? ! r : o'is j'Vlmfc I’ Ivav.e.'tasted in 
thai^dW^-eaH"tea, which is very bailf t here Hits beeirbl&K tea 
coloured' m>4 passed off m green tea when fthe prlch was very 
lugh^tppTmm feav e beea- fined. for so adults ting* • .'■/•• - . 

; 441?: : ';l)p^rot y'6u consider that that disposition to' adulterate 
arises very much from the people in'the'country ''nbt'bOing'abifc'' 
ty 7 $elat a reasonable prk;c.,?~^By no. weUtsi‘;'.thty 
mp.y fcaye it at a reasonable price; when a man mlh $ix*'-orn 
dozen chests-m London he would be ashamed to do' fch&tymud 
he would fw suttee ted to penal lies; but in .some part, of, the 
cbtmtryyl' ththk/xficy wifi do those things:; a coup try dealer’.is 
thp-uroftt ttnfor'tcinate .being, living almost it a country shop. 
When '|p||e was a 'tyiantfry imported •■from' the .Continent, when 
the Ea^t-Tndia Company' fiad not sufBcient after the f:din'mdi;.a-‘ 
tioin Aefcy there was the •greatest ignpbrtutioii af- : r f ubbi»1v IhiU., 
ever was-exhibited in tbis coUntfyC’-" 

'4418.. Frora wiidncvV did ■ it come ?—■»From 'Holland cju'dify,’ 

54 ^)p there a' suMdehcy 'of thefe’^-jrcicbd.^eas put up at. 
ihe s?ite ?y-I 'think: thM 'I#$>, f 000 pobtf4$ IMiels 

h sord etferV’iftle* dr'tfs ute&rly as; possible. 

’Mot, 'Is there ayipiieh as the eohsumpnon will take ?»~~Qufy.<e 
sc< x$i tbfct;' 1 m refasta, tep elmpst at every stfie*. An. observation?, 
hais been frbmyS'^itiahd* pnucipaily* that the 'LasWadfe,; 


Comj^ity did'..hdt .put up enough.;,' but as spoil its ejicy put; up• 
ibbte ; ' they''fbdiiii' fribl'f'rfirfefeny, ''because ft ‘owered the price's,, of 


• i 
;! 


mm 

Sot 


il 


thb’ir stock in hand. 





m 'Wow comes it shat you, a* a 
the tipset price, of the Company 
of getting some at. the upset pv: 
p a strffiate&t qtuitotit/ to lower ih 
?—The fact is, we buy the betfa 
equalities if there is im mach put 


mu we seldom have an advance oi a penny a ppm 
thp.prompt is only the 29th ofthrt month, any leas n 
chasea at tins time at the gosf-pnee, except, the cpniu 
WM;h hare bad‘a little mo updn them, or only at art 

542?. Generally speafcio;|, the price at which they 
cocsiiierabl v above the upset price, is. it not5fer Xes, a 
be above, the opsrt price, unless where they have bi 
at the tojmer sale. 

there were sci .muGiv puti-trp that fa pfltftm 
ptihued , : wmsfc it not'follow that that p.orti<Hi .so-v-refi 
,.l|iVe.lroek Dou^ht:}^ trestle at the up*et pri^.? T y 

nM itait ti 

oS Sy tmtmvoa Mi#,'ami icWev the price - the *ucce< 


it. w§.i>. 





\ jt*§ 

|4$ jt apumw&* r^U *W$V *0 $$' • Pjfffi®' *** ' J ' '^ m ^- 

^;.^.J[^||(^v^|m ^oulil fl|, ? tfoo |f||^.^’;iM Mb, 
p’!ups^''|>v^e, tfc.pi^cteee^aj .jd^bp/hio> —Tf.b; ,, 
fat agii*\dp$el pifftsk w!i^).is pity!* tvfygud ^ 
sppeeytftng ^-e: ithey ,bab^ ; . e ^ya,vitk^ of Jjthvbg. 

|M '-at,tli.e if.np,^''it, 

icy may.purciiase it at’whatever it’wm 'this .ly ,^/. 
it Mt the invest, of the fcpa-dyaU,r who..'.buy::!. ; tue 
|®e sfhmihi’i'iot coiiskbrabiy' fall m tffiSfeHbV'%. 
j|;'t!h^ tua-dealers ‘have much mtertbt 'rbo’^t. k; lie 
H tea & f&iwthg a.poutouchcaper, he’ Would do-sb. 
k) U b-great ai'if they were to'-gbe amvy tUo%;a 
it.’ 

there -any -cow!or. ajgipowwdr among-.•• the 
o .-the W.mwn’ in-, which they slsiiii- c^^tjuct per- 
e fiaie r-'^Nhuve at nil, 'We hear one wm Mj i* want 
Mouther 1 want ten lots; ho t they .cam.io.t o\ttm 
jng'fbr dienn ■■;,.• -Ip, 

. you consider- the'quality of' tiVe tea. to*foe diiptifa 
C'pu^'?--^Mot if'"it is'* kept hi adiy place; fcrfcdk *tqm { 
u.es the better ifov it, but green J teh. 

ih cqhHhqiietice of the .mode of gathering.' # in 
loom on the..hyson and green teas th& off, Ood there 
i of taste comes upon ft; m ■ consequence, it it *<«&%£ 
ith, 1 should say that 1$ very .inferior to ono phr- 
lefou&i.sale of the Company, $h$qgh .of the self^&iue 
The same .with gunpowder's, that are descrfbul 
tumwiuauon of Old that has an unpleasant iiavour. 
ie hlaek teas are notn'ujured foy'; keeping?^'f?h+ net 
^.y are-kept m ; n proper place, and in good lead- y .. 
j& jfo 'not consider that if the Company-s teas'. 
iately .on their arrival they would he sold. at ingher 
o f not in black teas$ but in green teas they wouke 
fo& tgsfggm or lose hi weight by keeping ? ~~ .1 -balim* 
c it Is go*trifling ; in a chest of 64 or &3. Jb$. it may'gain 
5 ati’V ; rpwft lose sometimes, But we always buy and 

■(lawmanfs weU/h t& If thby g&vo us- awe tea than 


■O' 



E " - 1 ,"I ■■■ fj ■ fjjlj 

; te quite out of -the'w&y j 'it U something choice, 
e way, like fine fmit from n■■ gentleman’:;, own 

rod of opimoh,, that, if the' Company wevf ; -u> 
as 6f iow^r qualities tfer$' they "at presfenf miptiii, 
suitable for tb&'cdnsvhpii6n of the poorer dupes 
at J>f 80 j)'ie T think they might; but that it Would--' b? : Very 
gA^.u^« itn.pc!licy -for them fa*- - do so ; thaV they would hurt the 
trHci<5.it large if they did - m; the low bohea tea now-is. sirfH- 
•ciUMy low for consumption. .’• * i 

■ & ‘142, 'What \s : i th^' lowest price at which boheft tea sdfe?~~ 
l& btL; --it’;Is put up at tha^’ therefore' one TUf tfiirig j&r pemhd 
ivj.bofe Sh&t- Wrifpurchase it; but it is mixed with other tea f ft is 
dven^pw't' mfom at the price at which they-' vrmt to 1 retail-, it f-it 
Is written up nv' : Lond'oivi{t $1$ a pound: ip' various Whapis* ■ some- 
'time?.at that Stands them sb 2s. fte-f the duty they pay 

is W per Cent* upon' that* and 100 per eetft oft all'abdve^, 
ner poundv - , . .. ,q : , ,,,. • • * K kt, 
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> -the tow&mg too -tittyS toimig We * g#$i 
ling: \)latm, wn*; iiM-we hzulHii*. in iho-m-.^TiSet^riicv 
l &u<ti&‘*hy -; 1 do mi toinfc’ir fe- % 


ilMi 1 ’"'''ifSW 
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' »«! • ■ ' ;i 

they-B^ye purchased their owri 1’hey would refkua from, puiv 
ftfyey, ftave .gio^.a- ■ they ca%' pniy 

W?. A-Lietetom prey ape witereM^d in.the -p^^oe^ :xiQttaih$g : ..(- .. 

li Ih their interests if tl$y hm '.got a, stock urhand ; where 
d,;iere are m wmy. hundreds of,them, they hope, of. them • fcc&Jf a 
,pUfh. : .fh$y ;.oj>Jy h,uy.w!^fc tjbijty e.ouccj^ 

iom safe to sale, for they ^^4lftiaye, ; fe pay'' d : )fe <*$$$*> 
for the duty; the sales come so frcujikiitly, nad tlnev 
[ tit®, .defee^i'l so ,&My 'tr6m the sale, th&£ kv 
o’uiiSuVVke'bkifkiH 41 ; fee end ot&very «aleia; I iujhetfehd, 
nrty. r-ir.ail in the dealers’ u a nils. 

^ §W§\ ,4.^'yoxi at till actjuainted" wkfl the tbrejgh ? 

t^X |#v'e' foeeix m tM'Continent ' &ti& have’' lb-oke(i at dfelr"ikbka 
*v%~ fto.de, apd was very tnuch surprised at seeing ho w Kti’le they 
uridefs'tatid of the matter; l went to Ant'wttp'on jiurpo^d; -ainl 
they took' ei chest of te^j"ir.nd bored a small hole, and'tliey 1 ro«‘.*k 
il»e' ,«Mipl 2 mtm a hare board, Mit stti& there is m™4ne m 
fbs youf : y^'; 

••••■■W What vn.! -ay Mkhtf effei fh(r. 

c&fetfy the <onfcd: : tea. ■ " - ‘>MS 

yffif-’ ■. «' '' '■ 

_ M.'Sii. V’hat is flic roniparativc quality of the tea roM I)} tiie 
Cotifttiny, Mcb'the'’sathpM' 1 'yin .have’'exkmikd ?^~J’fhipk that 

*’• f'' ^ 0S '^;’’' — flf - ,e ' u W ^®' L {jjf^ed' ^mytles 'yf tea 

$■$(>*}> Tlfle (MMop th the"’coeds' 4ml bohefe 
afe hot so gb'hd'"hd bth'efsl I supnpso 'the m& p6l;bcs.•'others 
copae from Ktfs^k f $h|at they ^efe'ordrlSia’d' UM* ,i: " v 1 
Mhl. Aie >oii acfju*mlcd with tlk description of :4k* celled 
Wifi'fcfelkbonM into' Akefica R&I hiihW thV-qualiify'o'f tefc 
burrdbkb't khbw what ®jf imported. Into Aken&r' We 
a^ed t(>;^| to' oftep ; 

• fey Sf &nt&km %Sw haW Vfnr 

■&a4tb i fchtldVcc/iktry.■■ 1 ' •■■ ■ •'*' - •.. 



,, you' had any qfptp 
s there at a later period ?-d 
•ef 7jteitity 'of iirie hysotv irt 
f tevtegteVtheiuuuber of 3k 
before infer 
siippl y of tli 
I thfhk it 


’tea has produced a 

:P<!^ ■. * ... . v , , , 

.you aware that up to toe years L $\>.* a«pv/7 > 
'$W$| was very litttte i*a. sent to the co.nt:»cht'.6f Europe ?--\>ry 
V, .tberdpaa he&n no ,Onco i 4jp|gi.^i^|. i 
: ,,te470*. Are you aware that there is a ^ i n 
tltejuipoii c^' te^ op thp ; .cou|ineh|; of Europe since tliaj .gjjrjpd ? 

■ ■ . >:■.... " m 

547X-.The, price of tea in Holland is lower than therpncai.i^p, 
in it : i3fp^^Mh,<e short -price ?■—I understand it is that they eo->'- hod 
.ho' fiai^.for.-a.great deal they have.tiiepp. There ; w^saj/eat 
deaf of money lost by their first importation, ,r 

5172. .Do yo.u conceive the difeenco ;of,price is C(?i?^rn^i6u- 
me with the deterioration of,quality, ?^.lr, some instances it,is. 

547S. Supposing the ..tea-trade to be thrown open .like ary 
oshe;; .^jc, would,}* be for four interest as a broker# or npt ?-r 
1 have a ^ery great donbt Which way it would operate. I cannot 
<yive an ajiswer to that, question. 

ihl A gbod 'deal'of tea, probably, wOuMbe sold at liver* 
pool and the.,pittrports ?—Yes ; I suppose that it would .be ipkcn 
about the streets in bairows as other things arc> ab'd that tjien 
people' #bu!& not tu)kc if k fc . $§.* 

, 5475. You flunk it is possible it might temp. .your, injury, 

'. b&Gp\\$.e, people. would. leave off drihking it ?~lnnt wov*|d he, 
no dou{)t,,to the injury of the dealers and the broker,^ \ 

. jDk! not you say that tee iced action ^ of prion uv ,-J (So, 
fiyxix-: the . seduction -of/duty* wasthc.cau^c of. mport&ttpn i'rpm 
, nVrp»4rr**H ’vaf obliged, tp be.Wmtght, .p^uife ; thc,,Com^^ny 
had only two sales te a year, and they • sold - niaob ,k*s$ te w 
they do now. 


; , • m n \ $ f*'M!II i: f 

‘o|S|if^ fc% 
irony4i8" hM#$ pi; 

bu^ tKev the Cjwx^h^’i 


• j||^|. ;; TOoro . ^■} i er^'-anls i , . 

Itto' tm; 

ip.cmi>nd'y*s |, 

«4^fic r <kmai^''WH{cli proqticeu a scaycily* .(,.,.. ,,...; y «.. 0. 

t j&$70>' Vfm that the e$fecfc,of, i n€Kqm$%l ..c^au^^ow No > 

th^:i^t\p^r- t0 v ^*iipe.aipq- %y ? u?^r$-- b ?M 

■■■:.'$4$()t" yphat ip€casi!i>iu‘d tlu* scarcity ? ( —*Not- tlve cptaw* 

tjtty- by. them at the time,: •-PlTOctJy i v.t:lve Gomnm£utw 1 ifeft -of 
#»»» «'he* they replaced it to 
stn.nany... turned ; whep£.there,were; ..l^ftOp,te&nfe*te»?« 

20>.000 r :SfM; ' 

■ that reduction of duty extern! ,f|e '^aund ?. r -~ 

Mj| .hacau^v- the stock held Jby those person vpffi creeps .ice* ,Ii 
y$n hpjjre .UjO.oV 1*000 ..shops, every, ode musjfhay c,.-a .•|^*tld||gf 
stock hi /diem, ready (Hr $al£S and there must, be a .^uirpl^. xp.nvo*? 
titjeoa Jhpir .hands/ end there must, be ten .times, the dpanbef 
{Wbyijpi*. : . There were 1,000 itistelui oi\ 100, aucf 'there 'Mf tfyw 
OOdKKf or 'ftfOOO tea-vlerd'ery in ! ' , ;E^||||i , Si^ , THs cap 

M d{Jjf#n ffdm the' Etbise,' ",’",.^7' ■ *;?!* 

'$§§$*'' The" talung .off'ilie duty'at tliafc'time preddeed'^yety 
m^ch'.lihcreased demand in this country Ye s y .a did ; but die 
tea waii'fcirohght from the Continent which used tb\'be wAW1 
}% m<) The''. tadfa Company were obliged tii titty • thiii, fob le 
sopi^y" 'their sales, 

: ''^8B,' ; Was 1 -it not, the case before the’ passing' <)5P'. : tW'’''' , Cpnv ; . 
niufethm Act, that the consuniption of England h? tm was^iin. a 
vlry iai|/ortai.h: • degree- supplied by smuggled tea?—T suppose 
three^fourths' were sttmggied- in* 

S4$4g As the demand increased from the lowerih^ of-'the 
dfetyf nm ; as the lowering of the duty checked'pfe;4hA|pmg 
al vVouM-df ixbt riedcss^nly -ibilscw' that- the ■ uei-to&ml vh>m 

the Coiriment for tea arose .from ihat/circumslnrioe 
because': the - tea <tlml they -imported found its. -way . into,', this 

b485J Tile stnitg^lSd tea came -in from the Continent pit-' 
vioi^iy-?«w'Yes s’- thre^-fw'tt'ths'of it were sniuggled : before th;a-.'' ; '. 

o&fefo Suppose the duty now 'was lowered tft- 1 2|; : '^eiyCeht: > - 
ix&il■&%$ .by' the• Comhiutatibn At% and Ui#,fthe'Cbitif-ianV Were 
teew c&rgey so ©s to put fche : upset 1 prke 'M )W tvht'-' 
lower, wpu!<.rihat hicreifee bM 1 consumptfoiv-' of -to"-i« vad$ 
cuiinirf ^'.nufe^^tvwo-^ in'crca^e the. ^Ibf; 

;'54&?V Ymi think that ‘My thing tliat ‘lowers thd : pdcn^idil 
ii^rea'sesdiie' d.^mu;.wd?-r.yei. ;■ but if tliOy.gover;m.'^ui^'whro'. to 
Wwer: the dnty,it Weald have n< greater .-.effect time the Co#npa%. 
!ow : o.ring.Uie prices.; but -that, effect would be, *to the )>•;ices. 

7 ft-■ f:f.;•••■ ’ y- ;; >"i 1 ■' :, 'f" w ■ ■" '..' ■■" • ■' '■ y.if■ • > v V 
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w y °" lo ^mm pnc ' ; 

Crease the constunptmn ?~~Yes. 

8 it* #h^t If the ordinary advance upon the upset pyifts at 
toitifrmy's 'safes' ?~~The_ eprigo ttyfe* : winch; fbcy pat; p i|>; at 
pound, soil at abdut 2.?.' fed on l 2s* ,2® ; 

tlkifc'is the principal ptfout, i| my opinion* which the 

54$>2.' The av^rage. increase upon the c(fe|p..^eas at jfy&i 
price may be taken at aboutfed to Or/,?—Yes; hat -that iVorriv 

a oA a pohion oi s them ; for when" they put up tea at pi£&4 lt 
frequently, fetches only a.farthing more, or is income, l nst*p’ce.s 

befeufed. '. '\. T'* *'7 7.;7 v 7t i ‘ . 7\77 7': U'-0fdv 

, '$£#&, Dp joe k.now: whether any of the brokers ...who uvtryufed 
at the’Board of Control saw the tda hi the phosts "uch.it 
(dnie over ?-*t understood that two or three of them drib, { ,. 

5194,. IJow long had you the samples before ypiy 
theta ?-~Tea .days, - . /, ? ./•■ /'A, : 

r>4j9fr*.Did no,t the brokers say-that- they thought they .ifeopid 
fee able to examine the teas better if they took them; .name S-~~- 
Yes, at their houses, 

, ,.54#(v • At the.- time they made their request^ they did not^ e\ 
eoursrv feel that th§ tea would be at all deteriorated by ( feeing., 

takeout, of the. chesV?.~No* 

A re -you aware of what difference'there has been in .the 
price of tea pu t up at the Company's sales ; what fell there hor 
been hi- those, prices in- your recollection?—* V*;ry v\ 

pobt j ; p|price|l do. - not suppose■ • fcbeve• l¥$ b^eu- &!> 
pppiu] ^hin 4 le y e » l *f’ '{**• 

: • •!>$ you •• recollect farther back ?~r-1. do, not, without 

refemog fco,tbo sfle-hoofe't but ti do not thfek the.rl lu^-.bu^ 
anyivaaterfel ?tAluetfeu;^feee.thc Act. •. ■ . 

M&9. Is the trade in the habit at all of reim>Rstrating^v-ith the 

• ; ya : siife?^No. 

.Sometimes »- the"" : 'ete»k> 

_ m vo£ 'hny’co.n^juefee<' 

Mmmim it has any effbefe • ' •••.» 


Company m tvethe quantity of. tea they put up at 
: ".^500. Ave -they .'.novhir consulted -£4 
asks-..the question^ but we never consider It 
wimt wb giiw£, for we C . 













list® 


f. 

J, — 7rk,‘- Kjf 


' 


where they, were examined % each bfus separately- 

^ Ym took that; -tea apt-• of- the chests Utah#. Ih 
Control, and raade, -.it up into'’parcels to be sent to voi 
houses?.--.We tool' out pf so.eh.packages as were chests-..; 
were boxesi- such as were tin cases, such as wore p&pei- t 
for '‘they 'were in Va^ous packages* ' ,: 

Were there many of them ..in paper parcels. 
greater part-were ip chests, boxes, and tip oases ; .a& 
large partin’cltesiiJ, hut. there were some-m paper ptix 
could state what they were by my mvmbnimhwi* 

5508. 1)(, you consider that the Sampte of the teas e 

general consumption, the Congo* boheas, and hysons, m 
ttitieid ynahlayou fairly to judge of their quality?—' 
thre^ of iiie,.a;:tai.ples were somewhat injured ; they 'had k 
srneif ami a..-m'iarsty taste. " ' 

5509, Bn you mean arising from the manner in Wh 
samples had been treated, or do you suppose that bad ta. 
siiieil"Attached fee the article in its former state ?«—f shoo 
pose that mitsfcipoSs arose from adventitious circumstance,: imu- 
sequentfy in its shipment in China, • but whether' from ilv?' ini- 
gimd package l cannot say. 

/>;> i0. Bid you suppose it to arise item the manner. ; p which 
the sample .had bepu kept ? -—In the bohea. and congo X did wot 
hud any; in the eampoy X did, and hi the pekoe I did ; they were 
:o paper pajpcel% “ " . 

5ol,l. ijpoa examination did the brokers agree pretty^eH 
amongybenv^elve^ as to the value, or "was there much dit&cence 
,- h' ©pinion ?^X|xeire sms. on, s<we samples difference of opinion, 
but those weny samples not much in general use. 

There-was not much difference of opinion xipop the 
samples .of .teas of ordinary consumption ?^-Wuh the exception 

hv & % threa-.,samr>les > there was not; not .more than two or 
■ . . 

55ic;, fcpertfcing of the teas, of m'ure, general consumption, 
Wer?; they-samples of good merchantable teas?—They wove/ 

Were they of ^fob-teas fe'W|uld4rave' gold- readily in this 
country to a large exfomf;? ^Yes; and that oar pedes'will 'show, 
as compared with the Company’s; ‘ - ■'[ •' 

Were iMiy upm : the- whole better or wo*$o ihini ten# of 
5 . same descriptor* of the Ba«£-India' ffetepahy ? ~*Very m\itt 
m - have accustomed .to- huvp hi Tltfsdaud 







•a “fas sent tefbre' yoff wade yhw v a- 

:e ihain fbi.s eoimtry'is : to any e*!*nt 
ops?—! think if is not. 
famine the terf that wpte «»ld in the 
/iliaefs in England ?•—-No; % tvtivr not 
isidence has been in I .oivdoh fot nettrly 
r ft ^4^$ li H& 'v'» ' * 

*iorate 'fntith &y ]i$t I 'irirsiHfy ttilt 
; irnprorfed’h')' W§pfog:M 


By feyyo -years Yes* 1:say sd i.''-cuu h v •■ 

cqm "sort -..of i ea« the (rylfru. Cohajfciiy"ip^** 

e.t'tW liked by public than thcj ^voi^kl t|Urte fresh; 
used not t<y:be ? 'they W now, '. j, ;•/> 

is,: the ’ quality of: ;te% fra^oried byjte pn^att; 
/t.--.©<'peraily io the, Company s; '• smm iff. 

&.lnu, very seldom. ..,• ^ 

-fhcy genemliy sell at proporiionably: pricey &— 
' (lOi ^ • vjfifth's ' 

m, Yoh ure-riot at^i 1 acquainted^ with the Jhrejgn m*k<* 
v^ p^'No; I turn;seen samples of tefrfrontabroad,;.but*>«* 
generally. > * * d * 

gg, Dot?* th'at-Opiii^ri of yours respecting the commoner 
;<>f ttri" beffig Itbprbfed by : heej>{rig/ ripply'to the wry 
of 'mean to speak" of -black 1 tea; because g^exi' ten* 

xte wmairiaften hV\keeping *. the hyson teas do; thyb^c- 






one nr two years, it sells for less X,should not'b«vibt#»ed,to 
think that. I should think it would sell at rather a higher .a cc, 

. .' 

The privntti trade teas arc sold immediately (»Wf 
hrrivHi in this country ?— As soon a» they can bfe, tliut fee ndict--s 
t^-Wd.liMra-c^nts closed, , _ . 

Do- ihev 69,1.fit ahiaficr price in ooiiseijuenco of 
tTesiidrp.-^No: but the qualify >9 not so good as the Cdibpauy * 

. ,-5536. It appears on looking at the broken book Ui.u tu in ss 
re of a higher quality than good nudfHmg.; *»«« * st: $ e 
iulitid good, very good, and superfine, do notappeiuta oiynieu? 
tionjpei i*t) this, account t can you account for that t hose ter:tw 
iv'i> uow very much out of’ use; they were adonty.i' very m;\n\ 
ycm'hgo; and when the Company unporting a parcel too 

<ii one break or chop two or three qualities; they -fttne 
oSlfeM to take odi ' chestl that were very inferior,' also per..laps 
mixed With leaves that were not altogether teas bath!'lute years 

S ave. 4 I Suppose from their good regu.atinns, 

., ,d we Have no occasion to use the higoer niurts, 

so that. they have sunk into disuse; but. we dirteiu in -our- «.*j or 
' fee, Seal tecpis from their common aepeuttUcu; • ‘ n\ we 
«J1 middlingi persons ur general./*«pd, y«.i J ■ 

torra.?,are coo Uwfor thereof qualities 

WM. Since what time-has the alteration taken place m the 
mmhihg ?~-1, have' been a broker now for twtuil.y-fcur or .iwwttjr- 
fr/e yeii'ra, and we haye not. used thorn- since fbtv'e'boerra bro¬ 
ker f we hardly ever uso .higher than good middling y ' t; aw &<. w 
lien u<* tee woi^‘good’dur SPUN of the Conran» s best, 
perhap:-, two chops of hyson. 


Pi 






• .t:^!/b^li©Ve tlie f ?^'•. 4>1” 

.Mi \ _ _^ wiK^iri^Joty &0itl by iti-.iflto «#uAy 

\f-W' .l^$m$t*Wi :£0,j0f '$&$:£$h:mp'My ; *%'3i$$$mb W^hrat* 
tity i ;‘;M§M - ^ ; ia‘.;«:mkvv* : aii .'.$&.$ 

jpipl: ...-, • ■■■■::.. > 

•• >|v540; S,sett- tM other •$?feg«tu : We‘: Minimum 

Bn:^2 .wi.tb.tbe tea to any -extorit?-. { .think mx* ■ • : An ** 

.' • 5sHl;':flvliere: v l&viSfc unf-resskyh that mh k*an:$ mad it low lm?c$ 
jim&iixed; -do vo#;. thw&ikai thu fa,-dam •.to-Vimy : 6xumt ?k&S 
d# Aot immi to ray tlmi-it l&m-ti imihi'lmftm&k •was stated-m 
Ute/SiSdse-a' ifew ■ years-stgo: that fcfeyihat?» d isc«tm*od.*.it.fcovfee 
prteleni:'; bmdKdto hat-think Ttot that gowta-my mimk'-:'. 


m 

ills 


mk 


i4$*,;.,'Y<m are. aware that before the commutation"thai’ r 'wa:$ 


iCarel^^^ 
fore:: 'time*:-. 


*SoT-&m' mformesh but that; tvjfe 'be- 


At® mi the lotver 'placed-teas mixed to'a;eonsidefoblri 
'i»xtent"Mth 1 the'■’■higher priced ?~~As : a; broker I cannot ^peaifto 

tetea-'v', V-, ^ ^ rl H • « ' ! vb rv/’a : 5vv^,;>vy ; vx^ 


■Hm 


A544. Am yen of opinion that; if the prlch was ■ ehhsi'der^hlv 
.!o.#er ■■ tho - wof hi pf greatJyirier eibe 3 .? J ^T ''dffii'k it vrmildl 

'fco infer ea.sfed. ; - : a: '" ' 

5$$$, %rtr ’ ebiiaii^atjle degree'?—! cannot'.Indeecl sby.; tm* 
the v&e W coftee ts increasing, though to what extent ibis fo~ 
cr^Adrig t'ta&rfrio* speak, 1 *' ^ • V ,l ,: '■ 

'" , -53$di fife 'yon tfnhk "that"' the constejition of edftee 
mit; the eomumpdoi?. of ftk to. any extent’ in the country 
I'djJ’n-ot think it has beaMh it but; blit 1 'see’by'thb returns that 
ib'#^dvasnfogttoh-of ebjf? :: ee is mofe&ing, wMfc the cm^diiiptSiit 
of te'tyj 1 1 btlieve ; ; fa riot, iriefoasfog, if : i t"&8feq : t 

Supposing, the,. \pd potion j$ die price of .-tea $g$U ip 
of,coffee, should you, be .sangpine .that. the ..^.onsinnption 
abytliing like'the sgjpe proppitUbii. ‘ ’ 

rather ;!ook : to the'event 'than offer fin opiiiion upori.fiui^. 



b548. k There km been a consifieraWe reduction .ui- .djefiiea of 

" ' U ’’ '' ;i " ’ ' '' ' ' " n ' ' : ■ 


.T’-j' r . • s . ] ,.. • • . <■, .,.■'« t r;,-. ■-• '• ...■'•'V ’.'. ......:' u ' i'!<■’. 'i'.,', •' V''" ItjfJf-jf.'S i. , V/'j,’ , l ‘ 

554‘> : >, a simijar reduction in the prk^..ol'Hivi?^^ f oi 

tp .i'he* .saiyie,'propprl/cn, .|||§s| { but there ( foia hoeri ? a : con^i- 


thamble 'reduction in the prices of tea* 

' ./iolifo,, ("an you stag. ?? k, what proportion ?—{f f go ba rk ..us 
far rn twea^ yaors.. looking ip ,«oy cpni.n^nce»ie-.nt .!'i\. k 
mmikay tmi.it is one-third,; ip congou, .te.e^ it is .-ox^Alm'd 
within hvm£ycan. { t ( t \ * ,'^ v> 

. Hovv is ic, in bohea teas ?—-T^hat has . y*m&, \ew ilwiu 

i}fo cdi%oa and tire^twankay* ,. v .j., : 


...At tl^ ; cavvma'iykf>. sa)ea.thero...^, very 

Wiilch .the upset .poke.- 


Ifeik 


lull 




■ 




mm 



wvwWali'iw tea .at, we.tij>4»tfpv*?p , J*T|r 

last,*' Jilwdh iue y the whoie- a f ’ jjht-put u[vdh'UelL v m 
■ i^ MVhti&v'-M ■mi 'i^m price?;i*- 
Th$■■average, 1 ahttyld think, but 1 have*. utf £ jdolted^A St\ 'iVr%.:rr a 
*’{#■ !tK> cta&a 

teas. i’jMu 4 & kh;k •"' ■&$>$•* . ••. :,a v ; 

, : ; u^i|i3^ "tot .tte 'Upseii. ; ptiee'. fas• mncfi m do 

.v/ftji' fife' ■ttoitvprico ?—••'Y^Sj^ieseidfclly to do; -wBh ; }6;Ai»?c ause 

u'^^;U-ps^-.-p^e w.ero-to he fo^tirctfcttfcfos'H the-syatm-tho Com¬ 
pany phrsw .with : »egajkJ. ; *io 'the; quantity. ; they-offi-r Bt -fedfqc ax~ 
terlj.sui^v.to : trade would give :bm. ; a ^tmll.iidvaa^:- ,n\um dm 
I l$c& .A ., ■■ ■ *, mi • j • , ; ', # ‘ 

. ■..&&>. not;the -.price •mainly depend- on the ^p.W.sWiiy' 

up for sale?—The price does depend upoxv did.quantity .put -ip 
.tat. we ibvwe found that .the' Company have umfeVmly 
of.^&,equaI ; tojbe s e* ; pfxu.d 

trade have cbriaiitered that the Company biing mm. informed 
have take a. owe, u> cfoso,. 

X Ippl • 

'&*£}% decision' as. 'to"the ’quantity put up at the sal^^^Xhat I 
cannot sqy; there ,i$ a difference, of opinion preyai!i.^% ;. 

.., '%E .,M:mt is yourown opinion. P^iVly own is vatbet a 
"jmion; 1 should rather conceive the Corapany im ( e a: .yim 
>iih’ek o.w*i Profit in • the,quantity of. tea,- they put up, md tho* 

“ d^ ; D : othvfcrdh thfe'trade, , . : .... 



Mj 
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, ^o|Bv : ’You.- ;cpnqeive that ..they do regulate dum* quantity 
witft a jtfew. to. - the. amount of p^plpt they" expect to doriyo .from 
it ? iit.v the, iqif\e' nfo[0 that. L ftoniowvu they'do' rdfri)^ 

the quantity so as to bo. fully equal fo the 'demand they,expect, 
md '-that tMy ; caTciiMtcj : |fesy ibrn.ief e^pbtience.''.■'/'•. \" * N 

, ! ’ $${$?* ‘ 1 > |fo l, tWn 0 t l think that the trade has much to crnln 
in which, qu.A.atJlfy 

put up &iddld;tihipk not" 




?a« \ihkh ‘iWftili m the pncc^of teayoa have 

spokeddf commenced?—( think.it comtbehceu 'from n.fe. 0 U.t fiih 
yeM dStt'yjtom abhut: the citiie of the rehe wS of the toi/ipaoy'^ 
cimterj AS# tirnbl 

55(>1. State .any facts from joiif papers which 

? r ±~t iEfa^-inkliht Sio Win 

cemspi^ftthe’avcf^i prices iVhidh amuitt'KliOw thlSt,- ' 
iibf'ydti in ikffixic that the fal! ;n price has 
Cater since IS27 than ip \yns previously to .?■'-- Yes, I 
recoileetionij’ but* I' ''fhibk > :.tb'C! k ^ is a' fiu ; lmcc 
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^•'•5pSS. % 0 'ibe btbkors k on the purdiases 

ih'^mke Vd^-thaeot''iupp 6 n> /; • 







& May 1830, 
P. Kelly, 
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froJti--tUlFerciSt■ parts ; of lmlra 'tt/ be sent to you., m order to 'Com' 
pfetb that work, did you receive ' any-^fandurds • from China ?--* 
Mo,; nor could. 1"learn that -my litkbbeen evuw received m ibis 

1 wk 

55.C9* Will you state on what data ybir have made'the btdelf 
iaritros- which appear respecting the weights of China hi yon* 
Cambist?—From written authorities, chiefly German. French* 
and Euglh.jh, ^:ud their statements were found to agree \vnhggre.ot 
cxiycfms&'i b'rfj; J hs^ye had a’ further com>bpnu‘kiv of their accdt 
racy !>}' means of. attested .-HancUirtis, which have been kt>Jy 
’ trartsvmtfced to England by .Sir. Reeves, the : Kfii-Jndia'tjdiii- 
patty’skTea'respect or at Canton, mil they" are: now, h : i; the 
possession. of Mr. GoodhaW* the Supcrintendeati, of -the Com¬ 
pany’* roa mirehoti&s in London. • 

oj$0 H what ck> yon. t\d\v t;bhs‘icler' ; tlw■ ffcabweights of 

Ch$ ia* to the Coniiaittc;^ how they are d'mtfed?^ 

The ride )te g^neftiliy considered the unit, .Rf’of which,lOncfces the 
catty, and .100 entries the peeuL The tale isi subdivided'into 
io ma.ee, 1W caU'Ween;*, mul .1,000 cash: and' according to 
recent verified • at the London Mint, it '.equals ff&fl 

gridris troy, whicltds:-Only one-fifth of ii grain nidre'-' tba-a the 
statement m the Cambist.. The catty anti pecul are of cbiirse In' 
proportion ; but there is a discrepancy in commercial pr&ericb 

jir rebhdiied to- weigh 133$: : biit true ivcFgiit 
in l: : k> Tb«. 9o z It t> stated in old books at ik India House to 
m git vMm.\ zmi-Mi mm* or ffR.fe no 

udc|ted m the i mnmuende "of Talfcidutkm V f>r tlhis *pecuis 
are reckomiL W ntek|; 400 lb* m ^caf:a|s, - 
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of course ."rtobf&S of acCmHKp ’abd vaiy.w llieh- valet. seiJVdlfig 
to'fircuwitanm. r-'\ ■ ■■ . 

Brittslj. stlvfttV hi dollar' silver, ■&»*( It; ^aW -tide 

of British sltafeii stiver- at 3s. M ;pem>ir. * tyoMh 
and erf'dollar silver 72^d: sfemtigy same 
weight• of pure silver u worth whist t> dearly 

fhd e^imacctl vajete aftthe ip tha books, of'tfio 

Jitctki,Comping tol was probably the origin ofsuelj vatuatioiv 
Wftnt hettm .present viiltyk of .the*/ rupees •; of Calcutta, 

NMkm> Hyi& lkwhny, at tk. %cl per m- B-ri*. 

Whtydtifyi, rh|)^ aQ Calcutta is wbifU* sfccyliifljf* ■ The 

Alices ftjf Madras wvd liombay -arc e$fh v otip sufa* 

ling; and therefore, the pound sterling>equate 

,v ,.. ; +y, r ^..^ .w. . 

/***>/. ’ Jov?s, ft 0 dk Jfmi 18$0. 

Mi-VjdilfK : TRti,i}tpCK. Surreyw of'TeK'iV:att ; bu4t-8 /a tin* 3 Junc mo . 
' ,f,seise, . and Mr. WILUAM V/Y3.EOW, Hjgisirai.' of Tea — 

, Sato in the Excise, ended ia, and exa-v.s.ietS. v •”.’ -Mr.j.Twhd 

"••'■' : Oi . anil 

■:v^|fo r : Hkvvx-, the giiodiH\<5s to -state the .mnm>eg widen tie j/r./r. fryfo* 
I^fetiadki 'Conjpany’s tea-skips ar« uida//laj, and the teas ctepto* 

Vited in the tea -wfereliati^ea!-? 1 -—WhwHi they we fim 
broughti-ptO' tJie -East^i.ndia'X'v'Cks, noticte i«.. giy.eft. by the fttym- 
pmyjoftke principal pfffver of excise hf their attention to urfoyd 
•tkose.t^uf: .. -We. then cbyquUcb. ?t waruhp?.*sekqe|ier down for that 
ppr fiwp; ■ !i$).:scesi-apfe dhed Mividiujly unloaded. There h a 
ppfton -apppiKifcod to attend, our murk, and a number is edet, I 
l>^ifey.e t ,, by the Company.; but that; doe,a .n’bjj., uqmc ubd^ijay 
isQlke* T are also** two clerks, belonging toy he Company 
attend at the’ yame time,,at the side of the ,versed j.u .(he dock. 

Thoy.are, then, placed.in a, yoyersd .caravan, tack’ejf’Sj Vffb,locks, 

.one yf-Mm-.excise anti another of the Company, 3m5 spht,pp to 
tIio;..K.as : t*li3idia wiitehcg^esi. f&ro proviso* t yo^ tiokota seat by 
ithti. wme' vanya a box looked- When they arrive at v thc wnrvdiousl 
'Hiey received.hy -tlite revenue.pffioQjs and’ the .^erganti of l{ie 

i ' ’ ' 

Oaded a ^pelierhe ,vemi|ins,;in eaclr .vgarebouse yard. 

' bftfku \S 'hat- do those ofHcers■ ^do Tl’-oy unlock the van, 
havmga duplicate kby.dfthP bhjrda, whkih the key fe from 





mSSii 

mmM 

' ' i K in ■' 


•■ ©WOENOlt 0N‘ EAST^NDfA 

ilier’n .'&>'■ open tW vai»^ they-tfc^’:iego>si!: the 
tj. -/"’pT * ;k i 1 ' Uui W'U*elioitf?^ ? anVf.oxamm« to sdfe f hal they correspond 
'sin/' Mh ' witl.4 the pjai-o'd m :«t themSe lev wpb 

J^J", They return qbc'ol fclW* defects to i$hbw dtetfthi y 

have reeled • T^>e fthcr^k 6tfai to the Excite 

Office*- io be on^rod in u book kepf fW that. |na>^> 0 ^ 0 . It is 
entered by iysfO-'-d'ithireni. offtete, a-lacker, mil a 'warehwmr 
keeper, In bo^kn-tept-for tbftt'p«jrp0&9» 

'Do the eiclisb' cMtgis • the 'Comprmy* • wf 'this-' paper 
seM ht v .with- {he'' : aco:tont of tea landed?^ We do not weigh 
them at the UmKng* , ivy,. * ■ 

V&iWSi.-' Iii :’Svlvf-,*.s: mode is the - tare ■ of the: ctev nkcevt£\x\td 
before ity/ig.'put up for side' 1 '? ^ That is -ascertained by emptying 
a.certain■ fjoantily of them ; they are picked out of the ciiffcnmt- 
breaks -.aod; bads-sta they .-came-home hx the ships* -.Probably it 
is 11 variety of. quantities - winch are opened ; thirty, or - forty- 
chests maybe opened,. or hve;. it depends «»•.circanistauces. 
If U Tipi. if,repjar sumiboi;.. that 'is.exammed.i generally in .pro¬ 
portion ,to the number, taken by. chance from ainoug UieiTi... 

55,70. ])xm the, registrar of tea take an.account of the prices 
at .which. $u?,.fcpa .is f*c>7d, ami is fhe charge, mad#. on the-Cam” 

.5580*. Wht*f Is the..■practi«e. h 6f 1 registering the tea*sak.8 path 
n yip.Wy ta.;asper{ahnng the price* at which thy public, are entitled 
to,. tin .duty,?—..receive • catalogues 'with the xwryboi -'of 
each chest printed, from die Company;,wehaver those ruled, in' 
order do. mark the prices am! lines for the account, and .from 
those jiirfeflak'rio &t the sab duty is charged, If It lot of tea 
is. ppt op Ascertain price by the Company,- when there is any 
advance hrf'i&l price, even, a fWrthfog ;\ pound, the lot is 
peren>|,torily sold ; if they do n.ot bid beyond the. • -putting-up 
pr&a ti-u .let-is rofasetf, and it js put by? and brought forward.at 
a sdKVqucht time without price, 

,65. V >;L At -what •’•periods' .are the sales - of,the-Comp.any:?-*-*I.ni 
March , J a na t Scpten ih er* ami Decern her; there l & a quar. tody 
Hide* . 7”: 77 ; " ::: : • ■ ■ 5 ■•.- ■'■■'■ •■''■•'w-rwy;:^ ■■n.m.j^-y ■ 

W&2. ‘Doe? any other list come un&fcryCar Inspection beyond 
thatybu deceive &<m. the East-India Cohtpftiiy-b-^No \ there 
are - two 'cataiogties, one kept, hv the accountant of excise,- ami 
another by •••me; they are both furnished by .the 'East-Iudia 
C?ofiitpany'i ■"' 

5583, After each, day’s saie are. tlve y>rices compared by the 
di/B^cnt i>crsoi,K^, who have-, made the • account of them* the 
registrar -for - tea'rsalea, the accountant axid the auctioneer; ?-— 
They arc. -■ 

55ST, ,rVt- the cod of the foIg/js the'same process pursued ?— 
At the end of the $ale (here is'a compare the. excise 
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0 iVwywU; p/l ^#S| f* 'i*fcg«d «M«. acjjftttnt W 

' f ' tlsw# -vwghed by tife wcise^t the: 


HBIferiMB wtfK• *• HBfw» tn*’" T fflU;VAf I'lilOTIV ‘ ' ¥•' '«'• „ 

^el0$'They are- noh weighed on/fiie landing; l?ut 
fivtcr VhF;-y/ai& gut.up m\: sale. ^ :.- < "-. 

55B(>* |,s gowmiaetit'-- satiated with die••■veighty pi> ittii : cit 

at the -Kart-lndfe Company’s wm-ehew* ^ 
tfohv f'o the .contrary, We consider die? duty pemctly secure, 
under lock; wf make up-..every am»> **^e*J>. 

and keep’evi&vy, ship's account completely sepan-vUa.. ■ 

sMl Da you .mean to say £foa E ,ihe are unloaded 

agreeably- H> the nuoiifetP-Yes, ii thtre if my yp^mw^ 
notice it* ■-. ( ' : 'y a 

'i*ipb The wtole-oftbe. labour. 1? performed by the Company »: 
off cars ?--■#$jP 

6»m Ahd- Without charge to the public ?—Yes, 

$$#0; lAi'f not the'officers’ duty to see, that 
out agreeably td the manifest sfent Itorn^with the r—i^ 
irf the 

5591. ’At what time, as far as you have information, \iihe 
duty collected by the Company paid to W. VMm . y-fjdr. 
Jfmm) In about a fortnight after the prompt day • * 

Have ydu. any means of knowing whether there *$ any 
eitui ge ip rhe nubhe iu reaped of that V~~There m none :whu)> 

' : 

Are yon solely employed about the tea ,-—(Mr- i ru f.- 

■ * . ?,'*$*■ 

Are .you paid by the Company, or by the <p>venimeii.t -. 

.....By the King- ■-. a ■ ,. 

55%- Have you mv other duty to perform A—Kone butte. f ; 
we have nothing* under our charge foul tea* 

5596,. What is the lota! expense of the tea fstabiishmoru in 
London,?~-*Thew are about eighty-two oi us employed. aim. 
the wbolo expense is under £ 10,000., 

5597, Are those eighty-two persons employed i« receipt 
of the tea into"-the Company’s warehouses, and- the discharge 
ofrii?iYe«> ‘they are- ■•; 

• •'559a.' Are: thev required, also fo look into the stocv. 
dealers?—No, not at all ; those officers land the tea* 
docks a'iso. • 

559b,. Are not officers <>f customs^ and oxcjc . . , 

the .Company* ships from China mid India for the pio^umi o. 
the revenue, in the same manner ns. they arc put on boam olhci 
rnekhantmcp ?—I Imve nc doubt of that; but it docs wt.comc 
luidfcr our d^ajrtt'nebC 
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EVfDENCE ON 'lOVST-lN.DrA AFtATfl? : 



I»« you not know that oiflfafers of customs and excise 
a«' e ° a : the %fe|^!a Docks, and; theiJEasi-li^fe Mouse, 

uml > '••$}£ mb • revenue, atf t!KV$r.'iiJtteiicl’ i kt 

rjfybrow. docks ?—1 ; have..no doubt of that; ; but I caunof'^pi?dk 


' Mr.1T jrykrott*. docks l-l have no doubt of tlfftt ; ball camffifkp& 

dBOL You Ifeno#?the fact, as f ir as the excise irk- concchje^"? 
we have.officer? atteodiug. thetedutitzg t he time that the' 
ships : iwe ..being- uiiioaded, nor at other • times. 

5602. Are not the officers of tile excise employed to protect 
five - revenue! j^iising from ten : ; !-kS- the same frtafto&r -as they %rfe. 
employed to protect- the revenue ttnsmg from tobacco, spirits^ or 
any other article of import I apprehend it k the sumL 

560S,. (i V.Mr, mr6rotu.)^-.t t k in your dcnartm^nt to Inm 
the -'amount paid to the Crown for 'excmkixiiv think ; if f; 

about fJSvjSOO,000,. 

the whole of the ehtfrw to-tW public in the excise 
department is about £10,000 ?—I must refer to MV, Tnkdock 
for that. 

{Mr. IrudocL )—.That is without the establ'sh,ment of the 
stocking officers* I am not aware of the expense of the esfca- 
bliabnieht for superintending the dealers’ stocks. 

5605. Do. you know any other amount of duty collected at 
0 moderate a charge ?—I do not feel competent to answer that 
question. 

5606. Have. ym any means of knowing what per-cenfciia-e 

me : duty., on im wm collected in Ireland ?~~No, I m not aware 
of that* ..j 

5607. TfieireJs no other expense connected with your, de¬ 
partment ip superintending tea, except that incurred m 'lm- 

I am not aware of anything farther than, this esta¬ 
blish ment.' 

(lb Mr. Wybrcm*)^ Have you - not known the duty 
amount to more than £3,800,000 ?~-Ye$ ; I merely state 4at m 
the average sum. 

Tlie duty on tea has decreased of late years ? 
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6609. 


.- J *— “T* 'f* v ***W w » i»ie years r— I mu 

not prepared to state that; but I think if. h as rather decrease^'. 

6610. Is there any superintendence of custom-house officers 
mwn the India ships after they arrive in the 'river 
lruelack,)~l believe there is an officer put Si to take them do 
the river, what is called a tidesroan, but I cannot speak posi¬ 
tively to that; they are generally brought up bv the custom- 
house officers till the excise take charge of them, and the 
custom-house officers remain in charge till the ship h is- 
charged. ' 

5611. Where does the custom-house officer come 
toe ship?-—Io the Downs or,Gravesend. 
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6612. What detriment do you apprehend would arise tt> the 
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ty. ..on t0. was* W the. mappers 

’tboTiutv ua other armies, in:jt cavi ok bjalhg roller tod ||t the India 
vk#dums£&, ;W ii hi—4 cannot answ-otithat queitlorl i t vy .cmkl 
depend;,on.;;0 m^y cirOut^sUu:.;^ r 

Wpuld'ii be productive of lo% o.y .app.vohf 

there,qaniiot ho any dopbtktf that*. 

■. ■»(;') i-i% ' JTh^ ignalitic*. of teas 'are very different, are they not ^ 
Very ditfereaU , ^ y 

' 56 i;* .^.ha.tisfbe practice as/to the--. sale f-trT 'ipy • laid 

bpett> and the .brokers take an' dunce,-; if they pieces- OUK of 
each ehtest,, it fcunii ng an ounce of the satqe quality, . which 
they bring wilnltMm; they have a little tip meauvie tor the 
purpose, therefore there ckrnot be any thing/ ot consequence 
tai|n:; '■' .; 

5616. The ..quality is-,very various!?—Certainly; the prices prove 
the diifcreot qualities^ 

561.7. Do you know, bow long it is since the collection, of >the 
duty on tea has ,been placed under the excise r~~i- cannot say; I 
bgiye been there thirty-five years, and if'has been so ever since l 
■have been in the excise.; thd customs.had a small duty as vvott.. 
but now it is entirely under the excise, 

•56IB* Do you consider that there is a greater convenience m 
le vying u duty ad valorem .than a duty of so much a pound ?.r~I 
should think, with respect to tea, it is now collected very.eqn« 
cteTy* and with very little trouble, and every person ''tnust know 
wfeif the duty should be to a farthing; I do hot know* how it 
might be if it was altered; l think there must be a great ine . case 
of business of every description. 

5619; Supposing the trade was thrown open., do yen think the 
Kamo system which is pursued in London might be Allowed in. 
the out-ports ?—1 cannot say ; it depends on whether they have 
the -isanm conveniences; we have docks and warehoilses wInch 
are very secure, hero ; if they have the satue places of security, it 
might l>e done, but it. would be attended certainly With gilt 
additional trouble. 

5620. Do you think there- is any mode of collecting duty on 
teas so effectual and so likely to prevent fraud as the‘collection 
of the duty in the manner in which it is by the produce of 
ijhe public,sale ?—it is impossible there should be. 

562'L Have-you any information' of the extent of'smuggling’? 
-—We know of smuggling only front the seizures; they are very 
fcr!0lhgi ■■ > ■ j ^ t' v ■’ ' * ’ ' 1 '*•' ‘ /' M ’’ 

50EI, Wb.at experience have you. had h> ' thg coB&btjbfi ot 
other branches of the revenue?—None whatever ; *1 speak of the 
tea odiy. .. I - : -41 

56$lh The-answers you ghc are mekely with respect-to tea? 

, , - ••. 1 - h> ''* ‘ A 
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K :w$k -A v ]i! 4* the pm. ofhandonfc^m* : ^ • 

^;Uve*yoti 'Nld'itfjy opporUmity A< tfe. 

«nd at Llver|*dM''J-^3Vp^'{i! i wfetcv&t^ I 

;i?/r. WJVybro'w* ixmefrlcr ih^thm^as satisiac^oHtly- done ; at preset 1 ^ . 

Wliftfcyuri/^lirtg of tea* have vou ; ever kfeotvii ?^Thk/; 

. «w4. not eo;rieoM^ our GepiiYlraeiit' • the seMr&mf WuHby 
■ the.cust,am-hm:^e officers .if there is-any deficiency; we' tuiv'O vTo 
sektrvg deptitatior:; but that is with the tinhorn;' 

602/. \oHfijjfnow that customshouse officers are, put <m beard 
the s^iris ?■—Yes; I know that to be the fact. ,\ 

“ JOSMtJA. BATES, Esq. ag|m. called in y and fiirtffoi- 
"' l ~"' ; '. ,'.'■ :l ■' , exato/hed. y y ! e'f-■ r ' fr. 

J. Bates, Esq. 5628, .'Have ybu seen theobservations made by Mr. Melvnl 

ijpon evidence given by you before, this. Committee on a 
former occasion ?-—I have 

> ill yon state to the Com mate,chow far you con$Htfc 
. those y)bser.v^ti 6 jri{,,of jMr. Melvill upon your cv^i ^.40 be 
concui 3 iye^')r rfof ?,vy I. here are some slight errors iry.rn y ,ovi«> 
deuce, whipb,*, y ?he permission of the Committee^.. I wifi .cor* 
rect.and in tiding jj.uit will make..those observations, that occur 
to rae.upon the evidence of Mr. Melvjll. On rny ilrs^ examination, 
my #i\wex to iatcn*ogatory^430 should-hw been, that the freight 
was mcluded in the . 2 $ per .cent/gro&s profit; which would leave 
from h to 10 , per .cent, net profit,. according' to the .'desc^ptifSn 
oi tea Composing the cargo* On my second examination, in 
.answeving frteirogptoiy 3980 a % in order to save the time.of iJie 
Committee l gave from memory the, sterling price of a pound of 
congou te$,; on revising my evidence I found I had commuted 
an error, .which, 1 corrected, giving the true cost of tea at i‘> 
iaie ? exchange I UL, 14 d, a 19. From this I deducted, for 
} .1 ; i ponths > jjnrere?tfroa> the date to the maturity;of th 
percent, or 70, Jea«i'ug the cash cost at. Canton I$d, *%’ Vj. ' M 
to wastage, there can be none on tea, I bail supposed"''jn- 
iage 526, terrogatories 3987a and WSSa related to the difference in .not 
weight here end in China ansing from different, ajiowaa^s, which 
1 was aware varied in difforent markets* On inquiry ! foppd 
that the Company’s purchases and sales were by ream**:, 
throw;ng up to the buyer the half pounds, and sometipiys, the 
odd pounds, which allowances I thought more than cujcnjbe).:- 
. the faun in weight wd)ich > invariable oil tea fcmajit 

to a moist ttimate. Mr. iiloyd states the real cliflercnee in net 
weight to be 2 per cent. Be is, probably right; but 1 do not 
;.bnm.,r. nau'thj.tvhiLt; to disturb riiy figures,, as I have overtjhted 
the; freight very mitch. Iliad supposed that for so la roe-an 
uniwn of tobiiage many; ships must go out in bnl.lasj, ; .bo.t'Cao- 
tim lonfis ab txatund a link in the chum ot ■ cotniTterefiil opera*' 
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• ‘ilils amdwn.t ’ mHiidft ‘ tine'privacy triad e, vifich^ Its noy; 'iggrirau 
bn hr teas. Is only a brand) of the /nibt^oly. Taking; 2!)l pSl- 
Iton^V therefore, as tile present eptvuuftptioii <)C those that’ are 
eonttpdiiVd to obtain their suj>ply‘''tih»u^h: die. Company* anil! be 
diRbrer'Oe between the price at which I have statedtea 
•couVrbe sold and yield a profit, if free,, and the Coirip^o vb; sale 
price, which is, l^^V'the total difference ibr'^e^ear lo^OOjO 
Vv-onld h* :CL4$2.20H-. Sifiee my last exaunp^fewfc l.huve pro¬ 
cured (Vbm Holland a sample of the tea which cpst 
: 'also of thatv sbki at ‘3.>*V and' &>. 7'd. dif the kstt'sgh .of 
the; Company; jin my judgment,' the Company's highest pnoed 
'tea hfts the preference, in - quality,' hut thatyvhich v so»d at fs.Zd, 
i;s hardy to the sample from Holland!, ftjx v stav.es 

that the average cost W the’Ccidpany’s..'eongp.tea, 
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tales aikla fife ion. The Com m ft tee. will' endovs land that 
he' probably ‘speak, ill die'language of In s lla XTov^ ? whtifli 
■meant tMrthe cost of the tea in talcs, the.;expenses of the Fac- 





EMCE W EAST. JMBIA. A i* i'AIfcS t 



Hi 


S . pi;- adventures' m, Giitim y 'Step* <& c. alt ,iuM$d. mget* , 
& th'41 eo/t ; fov t ixmiot bring ‘nvsi^]f,.tfv believe tf*at 'the?, 
^ ?A ^* \ r*W" v aTe clever ueiy luufc bpghf 

con .go tea i*!t l iH’it eo$4 on die (in ftio covriuion 

iirc€spta'tIob'."olf the; tb;.in prime cost?) of if9 tale&-' &nd fraction 
when the higik^^w^md- price- was 29 to private.’, traders, am;l ;! 
teas : of ^iity were .60 *1 at'UIe 18. mV^pdl hud 

• itw /geA-eval'- pei^m^iiiitveiti quote' it ■ iVoui 25 ■to 2s)\taU.%' with 
a heavy stock (hum I5,eeem^7v|0 : - that "tinxv. I never in te.-tided 
to -bWs that tte’Cnmpafty /•.♦he eum of a ;million amA n 

hate, ami <*au readily '.'believe-. vdpfc M&.MeiviU. states in. r«‘gam’ 
to .that. , , : ; hp'h.<0 

>MW~ At what 4j,d the tea, which you state east 2ft 
sell 'in_Holland ?--liv;IIo;land .will not fetch the cost; nt pee- 
sent*-- f beg-to .state-that l h&y4mth me ; the pricey-current to 
w.hjehl liaveHierreth Vi W 

’ Do any other observations 'occur ’to you upon Mr, 

Miivil! a' remark* upon your evidence ?—1 have no other obser- 
.. vSilchi# to- .tt'idit*. 

/>C>.32, ; J}q .those- pr.ices-cuma.it which you have produced now 
support the accuracy. of the statement already given . to ,the 
Cormmttec as to the prices ?—•They do. January 1829 congo. 
tea is- quoted.18 ,to 20 tales per pecul, and February '.he 20th 
from 15 to 18 ; with this reniafk, “ There'is said to be left aver-. 
40,000 chests' of Congo and 'souchong, exclusive' of th£ €om- 
gady's winter, teas; ,; tlie . prices' are likely to be very low here-, 
after,” March the T7'th, 1829, the price had fallen to 15 iq 17 
tale#. April the 6th "congo- tea is quoted at 15' tales ; l have 
quoted it at 15 to 18, because i know that very good congo tat 
was bought at those piftces* 

5Q§3. It would appear from your evidence. that you rather 
flunk the Company buy their tea dearer than the private 
dealers.?—The .amouiii of what I have staled' is, that 1 think. 
the ..statement .of Mr. IVle.’hili embraces items wh&h are* not 


i 
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usually brought, into the prime cost of teii; tlud-theiefoi v ei a<> 
curding to my mode of estimating the cost of tea, he ls incorrect, 

56H4, You observe 'that Mr, MelviU states that the Company 
pay at the rate of 29 tales and a fraction for their tea; and from 
the priee-ciirreht to winch you have referred, it appears that the 
highest-was to be had in the month of March at 18. tales ?—1 
did not state. th vX : 'c^hfo^et- te'a was to be had lit dint price* Mr. 
JVtelvilJ states that th e; average-price of congo tea was 29* 'and a 
fraction ; I that 3 cannot, hdieyc that • the- - Company's 

who a)p^,<ffev^r infiQi have purchafed congo tea, of.the 
qualities generally shipped) at the average .prime cost, in the 
cornu ion acccptatior* of the tcvju, of—9 tales.apd, a .iVaceo.n, 
when the kigfa-d. contract 'price was 29 talcs; an$ the inferior 

Mr WWmKMK'W" 
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^ noustf tomao tfs* y 

Qualities wiptef tfeas; nttbottAt ^ 3J ''”‘ 

telow tno price ot : ..„. ,' : , . 

5633 , Have you mA read from the pnce-wruJu-f ( ' . '.'V 

price; ofviato^ teas was IS tales., iff" ‘n^f| ,i,ducfH : t0 U 
Soles ' —i- have- . ■ , 5 hi! "Kto/'-jf .. . * 11 

p& Are you not - aware that in the -a^yiftev.;,ppmg: t is ei - 
tmly over at .that tune?r~I m, >ot .aware that it i| otcuu-i. I 
have seoi> invoicesof teas at tli^penod.. 

•5697. Ate you oof wart! t,k<uHh« CiowpUuy lire very hitg* 

«r,d extensive;:, purchaser* of-teas?—! believe the m»W 
make theft' $ftchase& in a great degree by contmcW gallon too* 
tracts o?us- fee entered into dining previous or eat-y V* i ~ •. - - 
year, awl that lite shipments avii. mado in December; put Umt 
ci.iisidetBbJe portioa* of tea a#, purcilased bythe f. 

nftehte in the market* perhaps 50,000 or GOjOOO Nfe** price* 
much lower. 1 have taken the highest pnpc at d9?.even uu_ 

« >B Wp««c.v go 4 qwu, according to the ijuanty, to ^ fess l 
'think j cannot therefore believe that tlie eyerege pmuiast-puce 
of the Company's teas can be 29 and a fraction. _ y 

5SSK Are vou not aware, that after the beet articles have 
'. been taken out of the market the refuse only remain, taat may 
be had at a vouch inferior price ?--I am quite aware or twit. 

5689. Does it not appear, that if the Americans purchase teas 
(It " id, tales, those who have purchased at 29 have purchaser 
dear?—i should say that 29 tales may be a very Swr contract 
price, but the contract prices for the different iiiiahtMs or am- 
traci teas go down below 29talea._ I have, stated ta m tin; 
month of April congo tea, of No. 2 contra t quality, eos. 
but 18. ■' 

5610. Is that, the Company’s contract?—-It is the same thing, 
the Company have not the exclusive privilege of cohtuietmg 
. 5641. What is No. 2. quality ?—It is a quality %low tip? first. 
5642. Is it better or worse than what may be called the 
average quality?—I should think rather better; congo u,a 
should ha of very good quality at ,29. 

5043. At what time of the year wos that r—The purchase 
was matte in April 182$. Tije contract was eotvp'ed into m the 
ctitfy part of the year/hut the tea was shipped m 
1828. 

■j>644« By whom was that coo tract made khaf. contract 
was made by a, correspondent of our house, 

504*5* Do privtile merchants make contracts' as wfjjEL as the 
Company for ie&?~*Tbey do, and would oftenec d< so If they 
found It more profitable ; but I apprehend they’feel it more ad¬ 
visable to deal tn the middling tWscriptidii^ bf tea/ 

5(i : 46, On reference to answers to qyeltiofis 32fil and to 325‘6? 
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: tcf /infer th&t the outward cdftfe 
. should .conceive' so,. . • b * 

.. $S0* Have tlt<|^oodri€3» to txim. to the'aci 

of April 1830.,'' drcfcrivd" to he •.printed 11th d 

ft'o.t toe ‘jtlie.'. Aynericnhs hhve- ty 

from England. dbout tw<Lfchird& of" their mo, 
specie ?*■■*- d. sho.tdd transit •vei^-pois^ibJIo that ) 

^648. In that.'.wliere; was . the pro0t 
satisfy themerekmrs..against the loss on mm 
tea'investments ?.-~That part of the husi urn 
rica entirely, and the profits alone on tea hj 
inducement,to operate, 'tepeditkd^ to 

f'Tmted States are .undertaken ; hj a'variety : -<>f j: 
will put in 6.000 dollars, .another 2M(h tnd \ 
tlie capital for a cargo ot tea,; those persons h. 


roaiiuitetures; it h miy the more extern;ve dealers'whd hiv 
made themselves acquainted, with that, and have continued 
operate in it, 

6649* You vyere Ocn r fer;ia''Cliir J a.f_;Never« 

6650. lou the.reason thev.sent dollars ?<$ that they m 
wuhout credit; how.do they get credit The m$i 
i?exi(i n; tew thoughd .dollar is unknown..,in #lii? rnCfdahtii 
world; may luive no knowledge of Brit bit ’ 'tnami f&dtu re; 
find very iifti.e to with Xuiglan d, 

6$5L '.Ijoyou think that per&oos who have money could nr 
buy foods''if it was an advantageous thing ? - They arm’’ignomn 
of tire trade m goods ; they know nothing about H+'anil' i 
would, require a double capital to send goods, the sales o 
which are sometimesslow. 

6(ir2 v Do you raeahdn the great shipping ports of America ! 
.~—f#!* and even in .London, where it is carried oh, • but *fevi 
persons understand itj. I mean the details* 

6663. Do. you think that •if. the traders of London found ii 
more advantageous to send goods.than bullion,, they would no; 
adopt $*&«■ mode' ?—They, would, but it would take some time 
for them to understand it so as to conduct It miccessfidlv- 



MIN IST/fy 





Mry it'S 


imifyn rHhtile 

freigiM: of twenty 


,y 

iff uofc ywr 

mp co3t of 


Wtu>i ,$a? 




*refe*c'?~ 




iwsTtif. 




m&rA m «•,* ■, r- mmmmpmmMVem* 

l^y ' ^ ■ •■ .V:,.'; ■ . v V.r;. ^.v.i>,v; 

!■■'..• ; S.‘ 



•>B67*.•:^on'kl yhu f-owt«*ci ta supply V/4 ibr fJta\ ccn&u. 
tW* to<Wt f‘tvfc y<qj^4t *br Vo-th ;|d# or t.?w fm<\? the Comp:c 

h*?C?*i Wild a, mnmfc vvJj-itliVw^ to dtqtHil i 


rtmfaer psiny; f tfymf th'^t. \voulll :ho- 


^I0M 


.M 


\jb h s 


iti 

$*$>1 


i$tfr* 


; ( : ' v y ;vA\' 

&M& 


illiy 


mm 
1 %;:! % 



ills 


iyV-SiR 


